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Title: Further discussion on resolution regarding steps to ensure welfare of Employees Provident Fund Pensioners (Discussion not concluded).

HON. CHAIRPERSON: The House will now take up Private Members Resolution regarding the steps to ensure welfare of Employees Provident Fund
pensioners.

Shri Ajay Mishra Teni may speak now.
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DR. MAMTAZ SANGHAMITA (BARDHMAN DURGAPUR): Thank you, Chairman, Sir, for giving me the opportunity to speak on this Bill.

I will start from the last point of the Resolution. My previous honoured colleague has said that the Employees' Pension Scheme, 1995 should be
extended to some other places and it should not only be restricted to the unorganized sector. It should be there, but before that there are various
other places where even the Government employees or Government-related employees do not get pension. One such place is the Post Office where
the casual workers over there do hard work, but they have not got any pension scheme to be offered to them.

Similarly, I would like to mention about the unorganized sector like the zari workers in West Bengal. There are plenty of women folk who are working
day and night doing zari work and making sarees, dresses and suits. They are also workers who are earning minimum wages. The beedi workers
have also not got any pension scheme. There should be some provision for them also.

Of course, as regards the penultimate point of the Resolution, which states that : "Revise the whole Employees' Pension Scheme, 1995 on the
basis of past experience”, we all know that every 10-12 years the situation changes including the monetary conditions. Why should the pension
scheme be all along having age-old things? It should be revised in a certain period of time. This is my point.

16.24 hours (Shri Hukmdeo Narayan Yadav in the Chair)

As such, pension is a welfare policy. So, there should be provision of minimum pension, which should be suitable and that also should be
revised every 10 years, 15 years or 20 years. I am agreeing with the Resolution as taken by Shri Premachandran ji.

SHRI N.K. PREMACHANDRAN (KOLLAM): I do not know whether it has come to the notice of Madam that during the course of the discussion of this
Private Member's Resolution, the hon. Minister and the PF Organisation have given two years weightage. I am very thankful to the Minister and the
Government. Last week, on 23, when this Resolution was taken up for discussion, on the same day the Government issued an order and the PF
Commissioner also issued an order by which those who are having salary more than the ceiling limit are entitled to pay the rest of the amount of the
contribution and are entitled for full pension. Two orders have been issued and they come within the purview of my Resolution which has already
been discussed in this House.

Yesterday, the PF Trust Board had a meeting in which very fundamental decisions have been taken. It is to my knowledge that some decisions
have been taken. I would like to know from the hon. Minister whether this is also in the Resolution because when we are discussing the PF
Resolution and Employees' Pension Scheme Resolution, some decisions are taken. Would the Minister like to clarify whether any decision has been
taken in respect of extending the ESI benefit to the PF pensioners as well as extending the Scheme to some other set of workers like ASHA workers
and some other sectors? It will be good for the discussion.

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF LABOUR AND EMPLOYMENT (SHRI BANDARU DATTATREYA): Sir, this much clarification I can
give. As Shri Premachandran ji raised these two important issues. I had clarified one issue which he recently asked in Parliament. We have positively
responded.

Now, regarding the pensioners, we are going to give pensioners benefit under the ESIC to those who are retired pensioners as ESIC is giving
its retired IPs. We are also providing all medical services to the retired pensioners.

DR. MAMTAZ SANGHAMITA : Another point is 'medical benefits'. As the hon. Minister has already said, he has decided to do that. So, I welcome it
and thank the hon. Minister.

SHRI BANDARU DATTATREYA: 58 lakh pensioners will be benefited.

DR. MAMTAZ SANGHAMITA : There is another point. The insured payment of full pension is given to the pensioner as per Employees' Pension
Scheme 1995 after realization of full amount of commuted pension from the pensioners. I am also agreeing with that. The increase in minimum
pension up to Rs. 3000 should not be stuck to Rs. 3000 only. It should have a provision to increase it from time to time as it requires.

Regarding housing facility, it should be for the lower level pensioners. They should be provided with the housing facility. Pensioners above certain
limits, like somebody is getting a pension of Rs. 20,000 or Rs. 30,000, that means he already has got some provision and he can make the house.
What about those with an income of Rs. 3,000, Rs. 5,000 or Rs. 6,000? There should be a scheme for providing housing facilities to them. So far as
restoring the benefit of commutation and return of capital to the Employees' Provident Fund are concerned, I think they are genuine claims, which
the Minister should look into. Thank you.
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18.00 hours
HON. CHAIRPERSON : Shri Jugal Kishore ji, you may continue your speech next time.

The House stands adjourned to meet again on Wednesday, the 5th April, 2017 at 11.00 a.m.

18.01 h
The Lok Sabha then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock

on Wednesday, April 5, 2017/ Chaitra 15, 1939 (Saka).



