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DR. P VENUGOPAL (TIRUVALLUR): Hon. Speaker, Madam, on behalf of my party General Secretary and the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, Dr.
Puratchi Thalaivi Amma, and on my own behalf I would like to convey heartiest congratulations to Dr. Thambidurai on his unanimous election to the
office of the Deputy-Speaker of this House. I associate myself with the sentiments expressed by the hon. Prime Minister and Shri Mallikarjun Kharge.

It is a matter of great happiness that our leader of ATADMK Parliamentary Party has been elected as Deputy-Speaker of this 16t" Lok Sabha. He is an
economist and an educationist. He has been an elected Member of this House for the fifth time now. He served as Deputy-Speaker between 1985
and 1989 in the Eighth Lok Sabha. Later, he was also a Minister in the Union Cabinet in the previous NDA Government, and also served on many
Parliamentary Committees.

His impartiality in conducting the business of the House is known to all the hon. Members who were the Members of the last Lok Sabha when he was
also a Member of the Panel of Chairmen and used to conduct the proceedings of the House.

Madam Speaker, his elevation to this high office will surely lighten your burden to a great extent. I assure him of our wholehearted cooperation in
running the affairs of this House. I wish him success in his new assignment.

SHRI SUDIP BANDYOPADHYAY (KOLKATA UTTAR): Madam, it is a good precedent that we elected you unanimously as the hon. Speaker, Now it
has been followed by the election of Dr. Thambidurai as the Deputy Speaker. I will miss him most. Since last one month, he was sitting beside me. I
was asked by a few journalist friends in the media why my party has not asked for the post of Deputy Speaker. I told them, 'My leader Mamata
Banerjee has said that when the name of Dr. Thambidurai is there, there is no question of any other name.' We have worked together since last
many years in this House. We believe Dr. Thambidurai is very sensible.

After five o'clock, when no other Chairperson is available to run the House, Dr. Thambidurai is available to run the House up to 8 p.m. You can be
very certain that at least one person is there. When you are busy with your scheduled activities, at least he will conduct the House very smoothly.

I repeat Shri Kharge's hope that objective and independent decisions will be taken by Dr. Thambidurai as you normally take.

SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB (CUTTACK): Madam, it is often said that things change and humankind is also aware that things do change yet they
do not change.

It was in the Eighth Lok Sabha when the Treasury Benches had a very robust majority of more than 400 Members and the largest Opposition party
was not given the Deputy Speaker's post. It went to Anna DMK which was the second largest and Dr. Thambidurai was elected as the Deputy
Speaker. In the 16t Lok Sabha again, the same thing is being repeated. Things have changed no doubt but change has not taken place. In the 16
Lok Sabha, we have the National Democratic Alliance which has more than 336 Members sitting in the Treasury Benches. We also have the largest
Opposition party, which is not claiming the post of Deputy Speaker and the Deputy Speaker's post has unanimously come to our friend Dr. Munisamy
Thambidurai.



Very few people have tried to find out what 'M' stands for in his name M. Thambidurai. Today morning I tried to understand this from my friend, Dr.
Thambidurai with whom I have worked together along with Shri Sudip Bandyopadhyay. We have worked togethere in various Committees. We have
seen how very articulately he has been putting forth specific points of view and how he has also been able to work with others.

I hope, in the future, as Deputy Speaker of this House he will guide us. Dr. Thambidurai became Deputy Speaker for the first time in 1985. At a very
young age, he was elected first to the Lok Sabha and was elevated to that post as Deputy Speaker. Now he has become seasoned though his hair
has not greyed but I think life begins at 60 as it is often said in Tamil Nadu. I hope that he will guide us and guide this House for better results.
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SHRI A.P JITHENDER REDDY (MAHABUBNAGAR): Madam Speaker, on my own behalf and on behalf of the leader of my Party, Shri K.
Chandrasekhar Rao, I congratulate our colleague Dr. Thambidurai for becoming the Deputy-Speaker of this House unanimously. I, as was said by
Shri Sudip Bhandyopadhyay, was sitting next to him in the front row. He was advising me then. But now he has gone too far! But still he will
definitely be giving us good advice. He has always been supporting my leader in achieving Telangana all these years. We hope that in future also he
will give us more chance to speak, when you are not occupying the Chair, for our Members from the newly-formed State of Telangana.

SHRI P. KARUNAKARAN (KASARGOD): Madam Speaker, all of us are happy that Dr. Thambidurai has been unanimously elected as the Deputy-

Speaker of the 16t Lok Sabha. I am sure that he will be able to perform in that post because he has a long service as the Deputy-Speaker, as a
member of the Panel of Chairmen, and a Minister holding various portfolios in Tamil Nadu also.

When I congratulate him on his elevation to that post — of course, it is good — but at the same time, there is going to be something missing with

regard to debates in Parliament because during the period of 15t and 16t Lok Sabha , we have been watching him as an eloquent and efficient
Parliamentarian. He has been intervening in almost all the issues. It is true that he has been raising issues concerning Tamil Nadu, and more
especially the fishermen issue of Tamil Nadu. He would have raised that issue at least 100 times in this House. So, we have been seeing that. He
was not only raising the issues concerning Tamil Nadu, but also national issues and other issues too.

Of course, it will enrich the Parliamentary procedure in India. As stated by other Members, as far as the number in the Opposition is concerned, it
may be less. But as a Member raising many of the issues, he would feel that sufficient time and justice need to be given to the Opposition,

I, on behalf of the CPI (M), congratulate him for being elected unanimously as the Deputy-Speaker of this House.
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SHRI MUTHAMSETTI SRINIVASA RAO (AVANTHI) (ANAKAPALLI): Thank you, Madam. On behalf of the Telugu Desam Party and our Leader Shri
Nara Chandrababu Naidu, I congratulate Dr. M. Thambidurai. He is a highly experienced parliamentarian and has been elected as the Deputy-
Speaker of the House second time. He is a very humble person. Since last one-and-a-half months he has been giving opportunity to all the new
Members of Parliament and I hope in the coming days also he would encourage all the new Members by giving them more opportunities speak, like
you, Madam. I hope and wish, in the coming days he would definitely take the dignity of the House to greater heights. I wish him all the best on
behalf of my Party and on my own behalf. Thank you, Madam, for giving me this opportunity to speak.
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SHRI MEKAPATI RAJA MOHAN REDDY (NELLORE): Madam, I compliment Dr. M. Thambidurai for having been elected as Deputy-Speaker of this
House. I know him from 1989 onwards. His temperament and attitude definitely suits to this post and definitely he would be able to carry on this
post successfully. I wish him all the best.

THE MINISTER OF FOOD PROCESSING INDUSTRIES (SHRIMATI HARSIMRAT KAUR BADAL): Madam, on behalf of my Party, Shiromani Akali Dal
and my Chief Minister, Sardar Prakash Singh Badal, I extend warm congratulations to Dr. Thambidurai. It is, in fact, a source of great pride for the
democracy of India that a Member from the regional party of South India has been elected to this coveted post unanimously.

Madam, it was not so long ago when, as a first time Member of a small Party, I used to sit on that side and Dr. Thambidurai would be across
the isle from me. Often he would be on the Chair when it used to be our turn to debate. I must admit that he was always very kind to the regional as
also small parties and was very generous with the time. I am sure with his experience and with his guidance, even though ar gt s1ad gz diass s Sft
¥ arz @ o &) Under his leadership and his guidance, this House will rise to new levels of debating and decorum.

My warm congratulations to him.
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SHRI TARIQ HAMEED KARRA (SRINAGAR): Madam Speaker, I rise here on behalf of the Jammu and Kashmir Peoples' Democratic Party to
congratulate Dr. Thambidurai on unanimously getting elected as the Deputy-Speaker of the Lok Sabha.

Madam, though I do not know him personally and do not have the experience of having worked with him, yet what we have seen in the last one and
a half months is that whenever he would be in the Chair, he has been very accommodative. All of us know that democracy is a battle of ideas and
the essence of democracy is accommodation which, in my experience, he has been upholding here for quite some time. I hope, as a small regional
Party and — we have representation of just three Members — all other regional parties have reposed faith in him. Being an accommodative person, I
hope, he will uphold that spirit. I again congratulate Dr. Thambidurai.
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SHRIMATI ANUPRIYA PATEL (MIRZAPUR): Hon. Speaker, on behalf of my Party, Apna Dal, I am glad to congratulate our newly and unanimously
elected Deputy-Speaker, Dr. M. Thambidurai. I wish we all have been waiting for this moment to arrive.

As a new Member, I have had the privilege of listening to his enriching words of wisdom on several occasions and I learn from the senior
Members that he has served the Eighth Lok Sabha also as the Deputy-Speaker. So, I hope that his tenure in the Sixteenth Lok Sabha is going to be
equally glorious. I learn from him and will continue to learn from him. The conviction with which he puts forth the philosophy and ideoclogy of his
Party is worth admiration. My heartfelt greetings to him on assuming his new office!

SHRI N.K. PREMACHANDRAN (KOLLAM): Madam, I, on behalf of my Party, RSP, convey my heartiest congratulations to the newly elected Deputy-
Speaker, Dr. M. Thambidurai.

Madam, I know him since 1996 and I can very well assure that he is the best Parliamentarian and he knows as to how Parliament can be used to
achieve political goals. Even in the last Lok Sabha, with eleven Members, he was able to interpret his issues in the Parliament and achieved his
political goals. They could achieve a big success in the last Lok Sabha elections. I think that is because of the earnest efforts made by Dr.
Thambidurai. Right to dissent is the right in democracy. Madam, I hope with your guidance, hon. Deputy-Speaker, Dr. M. Thambidurai will render
justice to smaller groups and smaller parties.

I wish all the best to him. I am also happy to have him in the seat of the Deputy-Speaker. He is a very close neighbour of the State of Kerala.
And as a part of South India also, I would like to felicitate him on becoming the Deputy-Speaker.

DR. ANBUMANI RAMADOSS (DHARMAPURI): Madam Speaker, on behalf of my Party, the PMK, I would like to congratulate Thiru M. Thambidurai
Avargal who has been unanimously elected as the Deputy-Speaker of this august House.

I am happy that you have an able colleague to support you. I am doubly happy that he, being a Tamilian as well and also one of the most
experienced Member of this august House, will perform well and will live up to the confidence reposed on him from the entire House cutting across
different parties and regions who have supported him to elect him as the Deputy-Speaker of this august House.

I wish him all the best and kindly request him to give us more time to speak.

SHRI R. RADHAKRISHNAN (PUDUCHERRY): Hon. Madam Speaker, on behalf of my party and people of Puducherry, I would like to extend my warm
congratulations to Dr. M. Thambidurai on being chosen as the Deputy-Speaker of this House.

I am sure that with his vast experience, he will be able to conduct and contribute to the proceedings of this House effectively.

SHRI H.D. DEVEGOWDA (HASSAN): Madam Speaker, I would like to extend my whole-hearted support to the proposal made by the hon. Home
Minister to make Dr. M. Thambidurai as the Deputy-Speaker of this House and the proposal which was seconded by Shrimati Sushma Swaraj. I must
be grateful to the Leader of the House today. Even though, there are various groups in the Oppaosition parties, he has tried to take the entire



Opposition, whether it is a big group or a small group, into confidence in sharing the power with all the groups and the second largest group, the
AIADMK, has been selected for the post of the Deputy-Speaker of this House.

This shows the magnanimity of the Prime Minister to take the entire House into confidence to run the House smoothly. I must whole-heartedly
congratulate Dr. M. Thambidurai, who is my neighbour. We always had a difference of opinion on a particular issue concerning the farmers. But he
always took it very smoothly. In your absence, he was the Chairman. At that time, when I wanted to raise the issue, I requested to come to this
side. He extended his full cooperation. He has abundant patience.

Dr. Thambidurai is one of the most seasoned and experienced Parliamentarian, who has worked in various capacities. Much more than all
these, he is a farmer, as the Prime Minister has mentioned. He knows the problems of this nation. I am so happy to see him today as the Deputy
Speaker of this august House once again. Thank you very much. I extend my whole-hearted congratulations to him. I wish him all success.

SHRI C.N. JAYADEVAN (THRISSUR): Hon. Speaker, 1, on behalf of my Party, the Communist Party of India, congratulate Dr. M. Thambidurai for
having been elected as the Deputy Speaker of the House. I feel that my brother has been elected as Deputy Speaker. As comrade Shri N.K.
Premachandran has stated, he is our neighbour. Kerala is very happy that a person from Tamil Nadu, which is the land of Anna Durai, MGR and
Jayalalithaa, has been elected as Deputy Speaker of Lok Sabha. I congratulate him.

SHRI JOSE K. MANI (KOTTAYAM): On behalf of my Party, Kerala Congress (M), I extend my congratulations to the newly and unanimously elected
Deputy Speaker of this House, Dr. M. Thambidurai. We have seen him speaking in the House. He used to speak out of conviction whenever there
was any discussion or during the Question Hour or during any intervention. His strength is his experience in this Parliament. I am sure he will
discharge his duties and responsibilities well. I wish him all the best.
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HON. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Respected Madam Speaker, at the outset, let me quote Saint Thiruvalluvar, the great Poet's couplet:

Vinaikkurimai Nadiyapinrai avanai atharku uriyavanaga seyal. Entrust a responsibility after evaluating thoroughly one's capability. It is the meaning of
this short but great couplet.

Madam, I have to prove this and it is my responsibility to rise upto that standard. The House has given me this responsibility and I will prove that, I
am worthy of it.

Respected Madam Speaker, I express my deep sense of gratitude to you and to the hon. Members of this august House in electing me unanimously
to the high Office of the Deputy-Speaker of Lok Sabha.

At the outset, I thank my leader Puratchithalaivi hon. Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu Dr. Amma with immense gratitude for having given me this
opportunity to serve as the Deputy-Speaker for the second time. I thank hon. Amma for reposing confidence in me by sponsoring me to this High
Office.

I am grateful to the hon. Prime Minister of India Shri Narendrabhai Modi for giving this honour. I assure both my leader hon. Puratchithalaivi Amma
and the hon. Prime Minister that I will prove worthy of their choice. The slogan of my leader hon. Puratchithalaii Ammais: Makkalal Naan,
Makkalukkaga Naan. That means, I am with the people and the people are with me. That is how hon. Amma created history and sent 37 Members of



Parliament to this august House from Tamil Nadu out of the 39 seats contested. This made our Party, the AIADMK, the third largest Party in the
current Lok Sabha.

I am also deeply indebted to the founder leader of our Party, the former Chief Minister, Bharat Ratna, Puratchithalaivar DR. MGR. His slogan for
success is: uzhaippe uyarvu. That means, hard work and efforts lead to success.

Madam, our great leader Perarignar Anna, the former Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu had the great principles: Kadamai, Kannivam, Kattuppadu. It
means, Duty, Dignity and Discipline.
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It will always be my endeavour to follow those principles while discharging my duties as Deputy-Speaker of Lok Sabha.

The great political and social reformer of Tamil Nadu, Thanthai Periyas; fought against caste divisions and stood for empowering women. My
leader, hon. Puratchi Thalaivi Amma is making all the efforts to see that 33 per cent reservation for women becomes a reality. That Bill has to be
passed by the Parliament. This is what we are expecting, and I think this House would take it up quickly and pass the Women's Reservation Bill
which gives 33 per cent reservation for women in Legislatures.

I am deeply overwhelmed by the warm references made by the Leader of the House, the hon. Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi, and other
political leaders of this House, and other hon. Members of this House.

Hon. Speaker, I am conscious of the fact that this Office has all along been occupied by eminent predecessors, and I will follow their footsteps. Their
rich traditions would guide me in performing my duties and upholding the dignity of this House.

They will ever remain in my thoughts when I sit in the House and it will be my endeavour to discharge my functions in an impartial manner as is
expected of me. At the same time, I will seek the cooperation from all sections of this House, and I am sure, this will be forthcoming in abundant
measure. I will keep the interests of all Parties, Groups, and individual Members in my mind while I discharge my duties. Most of the Members have
made requests regarding that. Definitely, based on my experience, I would take care of that.

Hon. Speaker, I assure you that you will always have my fullest cooperation in running the House.

Hon. Speaker, once again, I thank you hon. Prime Minister of India, Leaders of all Political Parties, and hon. Members of this House, on behalf of my
Leader, Hon. Puratchi Thailaivi Amma, on behalf of my Party, ATADMK, and on my own behalf, for electing me to this high Office. Thank you very
much.
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