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HON. SPEAKER:

Shri Arjun Ram Meghwal,

Shrimati Darshana Vikram Jardosh and

Shrimati Jayshreeben Kanubhai Patel are permitted to associate with the speech of the hon. Prime Minister.
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DR. M. THAMBIDURAI (KARUR): Respected Madam Speaker, on behalf of my party leader and hon. Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, Amma, and on
behalf of my party AIADMK, I congratulate you on your unanimous election as the Hon. Speaker of the Sixteenth Lok Sabha. This is only the second
time that a woman Member of Parliament of this august House has been elected as the Speaker of this House.

Madam Speaker, we are very happy that you have begun another chapter in your distinguished political career as the Hon. Speaker of the Sixteenth
Lok Sabha. This is not a new assignment for you because you occupied this Chair last time as a member of the Panel of Chairpersons. We had
witnessed in the House how efficiently and impartially you handled the House. Therefore, we know about your efficiency, and you are the apt person
to occupy this position.

Madam, we have rules and regulations to run the House. They are necessary. At the same time, we have to respect the feelings of the Members.
They have been elected by the people and sent here to express their grievances and views about what is happending in their constituencies.



Therefore, while following the rules and regulations, you have to also see that to an extent only you can use them.

Once, when a famous Speaker of this House was asked as to how he managed the House so well to be called a good Speaker, he responded that it
was because he did not know about regulation of the House. Therefore, you have to run the House consciously, understanding the feelings of the
Members. That is more important. I am sure you know that because you have experience in this and you will help all the Members express their
grievances, views and feelings in the House.

Madam, on this occasion I would like to pay rich tributes to the women of this country for the great service they are rendering for the welfare of the
people. Here I am reminded of the great contribution made by women who occupy high Constitutional offices in the country.

Madam Speaker, presently we have four women Chief Ministers in the country including the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu. I want to put it on record
that because of her contribution to the nation and the State of Tamil Nadu, because of the welfare programmes that she implemented, out of the 39
Lok Sabha seats contested in the State, we won 37 seats. That is the greatness of the womanhood. I would like to say that is how women are
contributing to the nation and ensuring that people win and come to Parliament. That way, you can do so many things, Madam.

Once again, on behalf of my party AIADMK I assure you of our fullest cooperation in maintaining the dignity and decorum of this House and I
compliment you on your assumption of office of the Hon. Speaker of Lok Sabha.

SHRI SUDIP BANDYOPADHYAY (KOLKATA UTTAR): Madam, we congratulate you on behalf of Trinamool Congress and on behalf of our Chairperson,
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee.

Madam, we are listed at No. 17 in today's List of Business. That means, all is well that ends well. Trinamool Congress is at No. 17. That means
everything is running smoothly and everything will go smoothly according to our estimation.

Madam, before you there was another woman Speaker, Meira Kumar. I must mention her name here because she also maintained the House very
nicely. And your presence, your appearance, your ever smiling face have already started giving us the very first impression that you will accept the
very common philosophy of parliamentary democracy that the House belongs to the Opposition.

The huge number of Members on the Government side should not make you feel that the Opposition is small. The big number on the Treasury
Benches should not make them feel that the small Opposition can be taken for granted. I am very confident that we will try and see that the House
runs smoothly with the prestige of the Opposition upheld. As Mr. Mallikarjun Kharge said, all parties, whether small or big, should be given proper
justice.

Madam, you will be glad to know that out of 42 Lok Sabha seats in West Bengal, we have won 34. Out of them, from 1/3 seats we have brought
women MPs this time to the Lok Sabha.

Reservation for one-third women in the Parliament is a long-pending demand of many political parties; we are here, but we could not succeed
in doing that. But in this Parliamentary election, our leader Kum. Mamata Banerjee, has made that out of 34 Members, 11 Members are women. So,
we have succeeded up to that level. Naturally we welcome your assignment as the unanimous Speaker. We welcome you for occupying that Chair.

SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB (CUTTACK): As a veteran Parliamentarian, you have established your name and fame in this country. As has been
just rightly said, you started your career as a corporator; you became the Deputy Mayor; and for the last eight terms, you have been elected from
the same constituency, and has been a Minister of State for HRD; subsequently, you sat in the Opposition, and also headed a very important
Standing Committee on Rural Development which gave this country, a beautiful report on land acquisition.

I am hopeful that under your guidance, this House will be a very productive House — no matter the Treasury Benches are large, no matter the
Opposition is splintered, but as has been said many times in this House, the Treasury Benches will have their way, no doubt, but allow us, allow the
Opposition to have its say.

You have been instrumental in installing a very historic figure, a statue of Ahalya Bai Holkar. Any one, who visits the Library Complex, seldom
recognizes, because it is closed by different glasses; I have heard many people ask, 'whose statue is this?' I think, that statue needs to be uplifted
from that enclosure to a wider space in the courtyard under your leadership.

I am happy that Indore has been in the annals of history for very many years — be it during Raja Bhartruhari's time, be it during Raja Vikramaditya's
time, or be it during Ahalya Bai Holkar's time, India was one; in that respect, this House will be one for the cause of the nation. The Biju Janata Dal
has 20 Members in this House, out of 21 from Odisha, under the leadership of Mr. Naveen Patnaik. We expect great challenges to be met and also to
overcome, under your leadership and under your guidance.

The only thing which will guide you is the photograph of the first Speaker of this House, Mr. Mavalankar. One thing is constant — changes do occur,
but change is a constant in this world. I hope, with change, many new things will come out and with change, prosperity will come.

With these words, I conclude; I extend fullest cooperation from my Party, the Biju Janata Dal, to you for the smooth conduct of the proceedings of
the House.
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THE MINISTER OF CIVIL AVIATION (SHRI ASHOK GAJAPATHI RAJU): Madam, Speaker, we are delighted to see you in the Chair and we
congratulate you. We are the largest democracy in the world and you require all our support to run this House and make democracy vibrant in our
country. Responsibility is on all of us, whether we are in the Opposition or in the Ruling Party and I am sure you will motivate us to behave like true
democrats. We congratulate you on behalf of our Party and look forward for a meaningful term of Office which will make you immortal of sorts.
Mavalankar's name has not been forgotten in Indian democracy and can never be forgotten. We hope that your name will reach that stature and
make us all proud of you Madam. We wish you the best and look forward to working with you in this House.

SHRI P. KARUNAKARAN (KASARGOD): Thank you Madam. At the very outset, on behalf of my Party CPI(M) I congratulate you on being elected as

the Speaker of the 16" Lok Sabha. The unanimous election gives immense pressure, I think it opens a new chapter in the beginning of this Session
itself. Madam, it is true that the seat or the Chair of the Speaker gives not the pressure but the strain and pain at many a time. You have witnessed
that. I am sure that such adverse situations can be converted to the pleasant ones because it depends upon the efficiency and approach of the

Speaker. Madam, being a Member of the 14" and 15™ Lok Sabha I had the occasion to watch your efficiency and ability as the great
parliamentarian. You had been in the Chair many a time and in the difficult situations, not by shouting but by uttering sweet words and also
maintaining the pleasant approach you had been able to control the House. The Government has got the majority in the House and hence there is no
need of any assistance but at the same time the Opposition and small Parties represented in the House need your protection and assistance. As one
great man has said, 'It is not important what the majority thinks but it is important what the minority thinks about the decision of the majority'. I
think having enjoyed the great majority the Government may think in this way. I am really glad that you have been elected unanimously as the
Speaker of this House.

SHRI MEKAPATI RAJAMOHAN REDDY (NELLORE): Madam Speaker, on behalf of my Party, my Leader Shri Jagan Mohan Reddy and on my own
behalf, I whole-heartedly congratulate you on your unanimous election as the Speaker of this House.

Madam, with your long experience as a parliamentarian and as a Minister in the Government of India and with your great soberness and tolerance I
am very confident that you will be able to run this House very effectively, efficiently and impartially also. In any democracy, voice of dissent must be
heard and it should always be protected. I hope you would definitely be able to do it.

Finally, on behalf of Members of my Party and on my own behalf, I assure you that we would extend our fullest cooperation in running this House and
also in maintaining the dignity and decorum of this House.
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THE MINISTER OF FOOD PROCESSING INDUSTRIES (SHRIMATI HARSIMRAT KAUR BADAL): Madam Speaker, on behalf of my Party, Shiromani
Akali Dal and our Chief Minister, Shri Parkash Singh Badal, I extend warm felicitations on your appointment as the Speaker.

Madam, as a woman MP, it gives me great pride that today, the longest serving woman Member of Parliament has been elected unanimously by this
House for this august post. As you are aware, a very small minority of women MPs, I think, just 61 of us out of this huge number today have come
here as women MPs. Many of us are first timers in this Lok Sabha. We look forward to your encouragement and protection so that this small minority
of women MPs that represent half the population of our nation will get equal opportunity to raise issues that concern the women of our nation. I
hope that my colleague women MPs over here will get a chance to put forward those issues that the women of our country look forward towards us
to raise them.

So, as a woman Speaker, I am sure, you will encourage us and give us your protection. I assure you that we will cooperate with you in every

way for the smooth running of this House so that the 16! Lok Sabha goes down in history as being the most constructive, forward thinking and
effective Lok Sabha that ever was.
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SHRI A.P. JITHENDER REDDY (MAHABUBNAGAR): Respected Madam Speaker, on behalf of our leader and first Chief Minister of Telangana State,
Members of Parliament from Telangana and people of Telangana, I congratulate you for being the second lady Speaker of the House.

Madam, as you are aware, our State is newly born. It is only five days old. You should support us in a very big way and see that our State grows like
your children. I have known you since 1999. We always used to call you 'digi’ but from now onwards, we will call you 'Madam Speaker'. We have
confidence in you that a lot of opportunities will be given to us to speak in this House as we are new here. Out of 17 MPs in Telangana, there are 11
MPs who have won from TRS Party. People of Telangana have sent us here to rebuild Telangana. We definitely hope that you will give us a good
chance to speak so that we can tell this Government and the House about our problems.

Our Party will cooperate with you and will be with you.
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SHRI NEIPHIU RIO (NAGALAND): Madam Speaker, I, on my own behalf and on behalf of my Party, the Naga People's Front and also on behalf of the
North-East Regional Parties Front, extend my heartiest congratulations to you on being elected to the post of the Speaker of the 16 Lok Sabha.

I am positive that your vast experience in public life and your sincere concern for the people of the country will go a long way in further elevating the
prestige and status of the post of Lok Sabha Speaker and conduct the business of this House in a manner that is inclusive by reaching out to all parts
of the country through the hon. Members, irrespective of their party affiliation, caste, creed or status.

My State is now fifty years old. One of my colleagues from Telangana had stated that his State is five days old. Yet, our State has a lot of problems
and the political issue of the Nagas is yet to be resolved. I, being a lone Member of the State, we have a lot to discuss and to resolve them, I look
upon the Chair to protect the Members not only on the basis of the number, party or the big size but also to protect the minorities and the people
who represent the people to highlight their problems.

Madam, we assure you of all our cooperation to the Chair. We hope that this House will be productive and will push the country forward to growth
and it will become a developed country.
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SHRI H.D. DEVEGOWDA (HASSAN): Madam Speaker, the whole House today unanimously elected you to the highest Office of the Speaker The
Resolution was moved by the hon. Prime Minister, seconded by Shri L.K. Advani and joined by the Leader of the Opposition as also all the political
parties to elect you to the highest, exalted Chair, to elect you as the Speaker of this House. It is the responsibility of all of us to see that the House
is conducted smoothly. It is not only the responsibility of the ruling party but also that of the opposition parties, whether big or small, to see that the
House functions smoothly. I witnessed the Fifteenth Lok Sabha. I do not want to see such things again in the Sixteenth Lok Sabha. Today, the
Government has the majority. Today, there is no dearth of majority to the Government. The majority Party is there. I would, therefore, request the
Leader of the House to give a little more time to the regional parties to express their views concerning the various problems faced by them.

With these words, with all sincerity, I once again congratulate you and I assure you on my behalf and on behalf of my Party, that I would extend full
cooperation to the Chair with all due respect, without creating any problem by the opposition.



SHRIMATI ANUPRIYA SINGH PATEL (MIRZAPUR): Hon. Speaker, I wish

to congratulate you and extend my warmest greetings on behalf of my Party President and on behalf of my Party Apna Dal on your unanimous
election today as the Speaker of the House.

It is a great opportunity that a woman is occupying the prestigious position for the second time in the history of this House. I learnt about your
illustrious career from the senior Members who expressed their views some time back. We all have great hopes from you, Madam, as we are aware
of your tremendous potential since you have risen from a Corporator to the Speaker of the Parliament today.

Madam, I have a very small strength of only two Members in the House. Still, I would expect you to give me sufficient time to express my opinions
and concerns about my constituency Mirzapur, my State of Uttar Pradesh and the people in this House. We are 350 new Members in the House. So,
on behalf of the new Members also, I am communicating to you to allow us to express, learn and grow. On behalf of the 16 women Members who
see in you the reflection of our mother, I would request you not to protect us but to guide us, correct us whenever we are wrong and to allow us to
grow and to be more empowered.

Hon. Speaker, we are confident that you will uphold the sanctity of this House. On behalf of my Party, the Apna Dal, I assure you of my fullest
cooperation as a Member to ensure the smooth functioning of this House so that we have maximum number of constructive working days.

With these words, I thank you so much once again and my congratulations are to you.

SHRI ASADUDDIN OWAISI (HYDERABAD): Madam, at the outset, let me start by quoting what the first Prime Minister of India said:

"The Speaker represents the House. The Speaker represents the dignity of the House, the freedom of the House and because the House
represents the nation, in a particular way, the Speaker becomes a symbol of nation's freedom and liberty. Therefore it is right that it
should be an honoured position, a free position and should be occupied always by people of outstanding ability and impartiality."

Madam, I congratulate you; my best wishes to you. I am sure that with your vast experience, you will be able to discharge your fundamental duty as
a Speaker, that is the maintenance of order in this august House.

I have seen you, Madam, as the Chairman of the Standing Committee on Social Justice and Empowerment. When I had entered this august House
for the first time, you had given me a lot of opportunities. I am sure that with you on the Chair of this august House, a minority Member belonging to
the Muslim minority would be given ample opportunity to raise the issues. Let me also remind you, Madam, taking this opportunity, that the ruling
party with a brute majority is not new to this august House. I am sure that you will live up to the great ideals and independence of the Speaker's
post which has been laid down by Mr. Mavalankar. Also, the people of India want their hopes, aspirations, ambitions, apprehensions and insights to
be addressed in this august House. For that, we require a free and fair debate in this august House. I am sure that you will give ample opportunity to
the opposition Members to corner the Government on issues concerning the people.

Madam, let me end by saying that though you have been elected on lotus symbol, but the Speaker must be like a lotus flower which grows on
water but does not allow the water to stick to it.

DR. ANBUMANI RAMADOSS (DHARMAPURI): Madam, on behalf of my Party, Paattali Makkal Katchi, PMK, and my leadeer Dr. Ramadoss, I would
like to wholeheartedly congratulate you on being unanimously elected as Speaker of this historic House.

Madam, you have been given the key to the temple of the biggest democracy of the world. We are all very confident that you will come out successfully.
Also, we, as Members, would like to extend our full cooperation to you so that the dignity, decency and decorum of this House is maintained.

SHRI N.K. PREMACHANDRAN (KOLLAM): Respected Madam Speaker, on behalf of my Party, Revolutionary Socialist Party, I extend warm greetings
and wishes to you on your assuming the highest office of democracy, the Speaker of 16" Lok Sabha.

Madam Speaker, the 16™ Lok Sabha is creating a precedent or convention that the office of the Speaker belongs to women. Really it is a history or a
precedent what has started during the time of UPA for which definitely the Congress deserves congratulations for making a history and having the
office of speaker held by a woman. That is being continued by NDA also. It is a welcome step on the part of NDA also for which I extend my
congratulations to the NDA for giving this opportunity to a woman so as to hold the highest office of democracy in our country.

Madam, I have gone through the composition of this House. The composition of this House is unique. I belong to a party having only a single
Member. There are 10 single-Member Parties and 6 two-Member Parties. That is the composition of the House. The success of democracy lies in
how the office of the Speaker is able to protect the interest of opposition especially the smaller groups which are representing the entire country and
also how the office of the Speaker is able to run the business of the Government in a better way. With your vast experience from the Municipal
Corporation to the office of the Speaker, the vast experience which you have gained during the last so many decades, definitely we hope that you
can very well succeed in this task, taking into confidence the smaller parties, the opposition as well as the Government. For this, I extend my



greetings and wishes. Let it be a grand success.

SHRI E. AHAMED (MALAPPURAM): Thank you very much hon. Madam Speaker. This is really the happiest occasion for me to congratulate you as the
Speaker of this House. I have been working with you as a Member of this House for the last six terms. This is my seventh term and your eighth term.
Therefore, nobody needs to give any lesson or guidance because you yourself have acquired the experience as to how to run the House and how to
deal with the hon. Members. Now, we have a person, ever smiling in appearance, as a Speaker of this House. We are very much happy about it.

Hon. Speaker, I would like to mention one thing. My party is here since 1952. Our members have been cooperating with the Government every time
wherever it is to cooperate and opposing wherever it is to oppose. This is the fact of democracy. We have been following the democratic principles.
Democratic principles say that if the Government is doing bad thing for the people and you are in the Opposition then, oppose the Government,
expose the Government and if possible depose the Government.

Hon. Speaker, as you know, we are a small party having the right to ventilate the sentiments of the people. Here the minority in India cannot be
ruled out, ignored and forgotten by any Government. Minorities should be given their own positions. That is the fundamental principle of democracy. I
am sure, under your guidance and leadership, we are sure to have occasions to facilitate our sentiments.

On behalf of my party, Indian Union Muslim League, I take this opportunity to express deep sense of appreciation and congratulations to you, hon.
Madam Speaker.

HON. SPEAKER: Shri Vijay Kumar Hansdak — Not present.

SHRI JOSE K. MANI (KOTTAYAM): Madam Speaker, on behalf of my party, Kerala Congress (M), on my own behalf and on behalf of the august
House, let me congratulate you for having been elected as Speaker of the 16t" Lok Sabha unanimously.

Experience of more than four decades as a representative of the people in political life will go a long way in keeping the decorum of running this
House effectively, efficiently and smoothly. In the history of India, this is the second time when a woman is becoming the Speaker of the Lok Sabha.

The hand that rocks the cradle rules the world. Definitely, the backing of this huge experience will make history in the 16t™ Lok Sabha by running this
House effectively and efficiently.

On my behalf, on my Party's behalf and on behalf of this august House, we will give you the fullest support to run the House and bringing the voice of
the people to this House.
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