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Title: Need to review the High Range Mountain Landscape Project covering Idukki, Ernakulam and Thrissur districts of Kerala.
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ADV. JOICE GEORGE (IDUKKI): The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change and Kerala Forest Department (KFD) have been
implementing a global environment facility ( GEF) funded project namely 'High Range Mountain Landscape (HRML)' with the partnership of UNDP
with 340,000 hectares of land as project area in Idukki, Ernakulam and Thrissur districts, Kerala. The Project, an outcome of a stake-holder workshop
held at Munnar on 12t" March 2013 with 144 participants had 44 part-time watchers and drivers of KFD. Mr. S. Rajendran M.L.A., and other
participants of the workshop informed the Government that they were invited for a workshop on tourism development only. The said project may be
a fraud on the people. The objective of the project was to establish 11650 hactares of land as new protected area and assign elevated protected
status to the townships, farm lands, plantations etc. At the end of the project period, the people living in the area would be deprived of their
livelihood options and forced to vacate the land. This is nothing but environmental colonialism and terrorism eyeing on foreign contribution. Hence, 1
urge upon the Government to intervene and save the affected people of the High Range Mountain Landscape area.
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