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Title: Resolution regarding creation of a new Union Ministry for the development of Himalayan States.

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Hon. Members, before I call Dr. Ramesh Pokhriyal 'Nishank' to move his Private Members' Resolution regarding creation of a
new Union Ministry for the Development of Himalayan States, the time for discussion on this Resolution has to be allotted by the House. If the House
agrees, two hours may be allowed for discussion on the Resolution.

SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS: Yes.

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Now Dr. Ramesh Pokhriyal 'Nishank' to speak.
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HON. CHAIRPERSON : Motion moved:

"Having regard to the strategic geographical condition as well as location of the Himalayan States, which causes landslides, cloudburst,
earthquakes, hailstorms and other natural calamities every year resulting in huge loss of lives and property and taking into account the
socio-economic backwardness of these States, particularly the State of Uttarakhand, this House urges upon the Government to form an
independent Union Ministry for Himalayan States, which shall be responsible for the overall and speedy development of these States and
in particular perform the following functionsa€”
(i) to identify backward areas of Himalayan States and ensure their overall development and conservation;
(i) to provide special financial package for development of backward areas particularly, border areas;
(i) to take effective measures to check cross border infiltration, particularly in the State of Uttarakhand; and
(iv) to recommend to the Union Ministries concerned for laying of new Railway lines, establishment of hydro power projects,
construction of roads and other infrastructural development projects and to strengthen economy by setting up of industries
based on natural resources available in the Himalayan States to prevent migration.”

Gt FioTe IRI (GGa) & AT #SlGRI, S1.2A9r WfyieT fBigien of Sl Faveu 29I & el U2 2%W & b Earern gidl & féne st 3 vep Bifered aond sne, s34 Jiweu @1 J
3l O IR U2 Adtelel w31 g cifcbal ASI Ul aidl & b off alvog Alct Sft s fbron Jweler w9y driifcs wAfe s Jifepise @ SX af 3mxis A dondt & uia varden.
qol 9 &, 331 cftor sperad s siclt & - off foroiws Sft, xis=t Sft afie off woreand oft afiz fBamaer A At ¥ ar gz gor 9 &) sof off Agl A A vw o off sifegisea
onfiret ordl fsen orm oY off oi¥oq #iidl Sft fBarerr @ fveron @z @2 &, i9 a6 ST W oIdl aelell, 9IS aa aell a3

P12 fRamerzel 3¢ u3 v [Biforsd) got o oI forgias Sft @Y asi uz SPIs e, s o Iogial @ Rier yzaaa Rsen &) 9 sarast smelor asaen &) 3 s201 eltsr s ason aran
&) uw ot 3oaior war & Ry Bermerior 2221, i weon awgen & Ry Ronermer uf¥erst 8ot 3 arcor gl a=iifds gany uftm dener 3 aifSifeior BRqae Remerr 3 g1 gan &) ueg
cifSifeiar gy uftn enet w1 3ot &) aprR farerer Biforrd) acelt of gifdifeior RRgae ot oft 333 enfirer fven smesm English @ arisdic don arsan en, w3 uen aen 5 v
f&or ueet €t Som anfdw e, sfere ordf e unz et Y mer 3 foroias Sft st anar eftfdng garer, si)sh 3 St amen &, st @ R sereft areddt ordf smerY &, Having regard to
strategic geographical condition, what he has actually meant is geological condition, not the geographical condition. a=iifds sodial it fSeaysa Ryen 8, s
sierl & s 3odiar e & s Himalayan is a young mountain. 212, anu siei 28t i sgdd &t sweffor O offd 2adifere wica a0 & afiz sia sof Sadiforn @t an
fare dten 3, e sefadaw and @) Himalayan mountains are found on tectonic plates. So, they are prone to earthquakes, landslides, etc. as they are
relatively new mountains.

Now, let me speak a few words about Himalayas. Himalayas are one of the longest mountain ranges in the world, though not the longest. Andes
mountains are the longest, almost 4,000 miles in Latin America. Rocky mountains are much longer - starting from top to bottom of North America.
Himalayas are roughly

1500 miles long. If you start from West of Kashmir, it exists right up to Arunachal Pradesh — around 1500 miles. What are the States falling in the
Himalayan ranges? We have Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand - then, as you come, you find China - Darjeeling areas of West
Bengal; then, Arunachal Pradesh, and of course, Sikkim. These are the six States which are directly connected to the Himalayan ranges. He has
mentioned about Mizoram, Manipur, Nagaland which do not have any Himalayan ranges. There are small hills which are not connected to the
Himalayas; these are connected to the main body of the Himalayas.

On the North-West, we have the Gilgit areas, which are Indian territories, occupied by Pakistan. Gilgit is known as northemn areas. Chinese
have built Karakoram highways through Gilgit, and the northern areas. Then, we have got Ladakh, which is part of Himalayas. Ladakh borders on
Aksai Chin and China. Then, Uttarakhand has border with Tibet, that is, China. Himachal Pradesh, in the Kinnaur district, has border with China. West
Bengal's hill areas have border with Nepal, Bhutan and Sikkim. Sikkim at Nathula has border with China; and Arunachal Pradesh has border with
China. So, strategically this is, as Shri Nishank has correctly pointed out, very important. China has already occupied territory in the Himalayan areas
and Pakistan in Pakistan Occupied Kashmir have already given away some areas to China. So, strategically it is very important to develop the
Himalayas, to ensure our safety. But I didn't like Nishankjis approach, that is, the BIP approach. He was trying to equate development of the
Himalayas with Hindutva by making of symbolic slogans like sien zardt #i & 3 3@ dlciaz g sin B B Jealfil o1dl @z 2o &) You have to take a very
scientific view. 2vacr a1 dicet 3 oidl & 3 What have you done to the Ganga? In Uttarakhand, Nishankji, you were Chief Minister What happened
there? Why was so much of bad floods there in the Ganga? When the cloud burst took place above Kedarnath, the dam of the lake broke. Then, on
the rivers, hundreds of houses were swept away. Why? It was because you have built houses on the flood plaques of the rivers, namely Alaknanda,
Mandakini and Ganga. Rivers must be allowed to expand geologically. You have got flood plains there and because of our greed and callousness of
governments, we have allowed building of houses on the flood plaques of the Ganga. That is why there was so much devastation caused in the
Uttarakhand floods last year. Thousands of people were killed and properties worth crores of rupees were lost. Now it is time to take care of the
Himalayas instead of calling Ganga Maa, Hindutva, Ayurveda and all that. We have to take a scientific approach. & amur awRlu @sen fas read D.N.
Wadia's book. D.N. Wadia was a geologist based in Dehradun and he was a world famous expert on Himalayan Geology. Himalayan Geology is a very
deep branch of Geology which one has to understand to follow what is the way to save the Himalayas.

Sir, he has mentioned that the Himalayas in Uttarakhand gave birth to many rivers. He mentioned Ganga and Yamuna. We have got Gangotri and
Yamuna not only from Uttarakhand, but Indus, which is also called Sindhu emanating from Ladakh. Strangely enough you never mentioned Sindhu
even once. But Advaniji, since he is from Sindh, started Sindhu Darshan in Ladakh. amucbt are @ vap are oft Rroe ardf amem All rivers are great. No river is
holy. Rivers are lifelines of the nation. They provide irrigation, they provide transportation and they are lifelines of our economy. The great Nazrul
Islam - he was a Muslim, not a follower of Hindutva — said:

"Ganga Sindhu Narmada
Kaveri Jamuna of

Bohia cholechhe aager mato
Koi re aager manush Koi."



So, all these are great rivers. In Nazrul's poem, for the sake of rhyming he left out Godavari. He said: 'Ganga Sindhu Narmada Kaveri Jamunaa€;'.
Therefore, all the rivers are very important and Ganga is special in the sense that it is a perennial river. smu oty & ai¥ i dlcton asa &

3. varer urmi¥enne foreias @ ot wft arfeelt oo Fanidar fapen, a=iifes aes e oY # =t @il @1 s D, Afdpar Har wear fav Aast afewi 2, ofell odl, Havsi arfern &)
g3l @, #EGe, # dgoll AIEN [ i et &t qrIc sl aa 7 Feewid} ordl emy 3 sMuen! A Sloll aKd FUte Bl ATE &)

PROF. SAUGATA ROY : Sir, what I wanted to say is that a fresh study of the whole Himalayan areas of the flood plains and the position of tectonic
plates should be undertaken and how much of construction should be allowed in the hill areas should be freshly determined because in the present
state, the Himalayas will be in danger and we are waiting for a disaster to happen in the Himalayas.

The other thing that has happened, Nishank ji will note, is massive deforestation. The trees have been cut mercilessly throughout the Himalayas,
particularly in Uttarakhand. He has mentioned Ramdev. Baba Ramdev has done nothing to preserve environment. He has started selling Ayurvedic
drugs from his Haridwar ashram. I know it is a profitable business. There is some controversy; I do not want to go into it. He should have mentioned
Sunderlal Bahuguna, the man who dared and started the Chipko movement. He said, when contractors come to cut the trees, hold them tight. He did
more to raise consciousness about the Himalayas than anybody else did. Nishank j7 s Hindutva-oriented speech left out Sunderlal Bahuguna, the
environmental part of it, the scientific part of it. a =it afewir ) Jari bootiyan can be used only when you use them as phytochemicals in a modern way.
uscl saie it st it siot e, 33 anst B Garsaf ordl woiefl 33 fére sreva & [y agl o sist-afesd Breredt &, o1 uz usfefivas fared @2 aile fve Ford) St A Garsell ol
A gforen Yo a2 28 &) st clter apft yrell Srst-afeel €5 an as? 3¢ 8, an da As A4 @2 3¢ §, 53 YR e o aarn ofdl sn arasan # s oft weon arsar & [
fanrerer doaer fBogal wr ot 3) I was born a Hindu. ...(Interruptions)

3i. @ror draf¥arer foreias @ v fere givere s, sere ammufer oft 6 sgafer &) w19 esen & R snudbt andt yferfgen sion sfie fBog, ue smwe wt & o ) wwemufey Sft, Jor
aruoft areit 3t sa1 arer w1 oft Jicof e e s ora grosr 2010 gan enr, o $SXMrR SNt HECTAGH @1 WA @zt dor &, asl sSNMIRM B Ferger A A cramar eior, 150 Solf s
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aft R difSie asr fBererr arswr sofiféne ot wieor @z 33 & sz ot anuat war s s & a1 3, ag 8 o1 3, saifée saat war & [ afe sads fowe siquer gor suwen, was oftfer
aarefl Y age arewr dor,

Q. torer 7w  aredd) aner &) wgor & R agerged gpzca sicfl oft @t @Y smwor 3 A g dierst @ aitast Brem) 3 g @ o § By Rarer B fveny daer [og ordl w6 &) F o
f&og & Afdver ergra g1 gfgee &, Rifdrasar gar gfge &) A sl Redie uren Sft drererr A fpfieer ) safére sion wan Barerr A Bogea wr g dor ordl 3 amu s ws 33 &
fs afon @) wariiay, aiy o€, 21 ra el &t &) anu armRft @Y garen e &) arwRl 3 SR ey 2w &, saer szrewer oft 2 &) A el & sardt uduar B arer &) amu R
Few @ die B &7

HON. CHAIRPERSON : Hon. Member, you should address the Chair.

PROF. SAUGATA ROY: Sorry, Sir. That is why, I want to say that let a Ministry for Himalayan Affairs be formed, not a Ministry for Himalayan States.
That Ministry for Himalayan Affairs will take into account everything: its geological needs, its environmental needs, its water needs and its power
needs. Make a holistic plan for the Himalayas. We have such a wealth in the Himalayas.

17.00 hrs.

But the Himalaya is not only for poets. We used to read Kumarsambhav written by Kalidas where he has described about the Himalaya. It is
translated in Bangla and I am reading a few lines from it.

Sudur urdhe of surodham, sporshi tahare Himalaya naam,

Raje giriraj mohamhigarh, byapi uttarakhandey

That is a poet's imagination. Tagore has written any number of poems on it. His father Debendranath Tagore used to spend a lot of time in
the Himalayas. Swami Vivekananda, when he was touring around the country, went to Almora and sat there in meditation. Then he went into
Mayavati, right into forest, and he opened Advaita Ashrama.

We have a famous writer called Prabodh Sanyal. He wrote two books namely Mahaprasthaner Pathe and Debotamta Himalay. There was a
writer, Sir Ashutosh's son, Umaprasad Mukherjee. He is known all over the Himalayans even in a small cheti people used to know him. He has
written a book called Himalaya Pathe Pathe. Almost a hundred years ago, one Bengali writer Jaladhar Sen, wrote a book called Himalaya. So, the
Himalaya has a great fascination for Bengalis.



Even last month, one Bengali lady, Chhanda Gayen, climbed the Kangchenjunga. She wanted to get up on the Associated Peak. Then, she lost and
we have not found her body yet. That is the magic the Himalayas still hold for us. So, let us take a larger plan for the Himalayas. The unfortunate
thing, if you go up to the Himalayas, you see is that it is so beautiful but people there are so poor. There is no road. When you go to a village, there
is no road. There are enormous natural resources. We have not exploited them yet at all.

The Himalaya can be a source of the biggest hydroelectric power in the world. We have one dam called Tehri. We have one dam in Himachal
Pradesh. But, hundreds of such mini hydle projects can be built on the Himalayas and the Himalayas would be ideal for modern industries like
computers, electronic goods, for watches.

Look at what Switzerland has achieved. Last year or the year before the last, I went to Switzerland. The Alps is only 15000 feet high. How they have
exploited the Alps! First, you see the Rhein Falls in Switzerland. When you go up to 14,000 feet — you know what I discovered there itself —
everything is written in Hindi there. It is because every year our Mumbai people are going to Switzerland to shoot films. They do not go to the
Himalayas because there is no infrastructure and other facilities. In Alps, when you are going up the mountains, you see hundreds of people doing
skiing. There is a place called Laguna, which is known for winter sports. In Gulmarg, we have also some. But, this can be developed in a big way.

Sir, what is needed, is forward thinking. Unfortunately, all our politicians are concerned only about small things in the Himalayan areas. There has
been no big tank thinking about the Himalayas. In Darjeeling areas of West Bengal, our State Government is doing a great job. It is the only place
where a demand for a separate State has been subdued because of the development carried out by the Government led by Mamata Banerjee. We
have been able to subdue totally divisive secessionist movements.

In Sikkim, they have done great work. The Prime Minister mentioned the other day that Sikkim is the first organic State in the country and no
inorganic fertilizer is used there. So, that is a great achievement.
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In this House we discussed the Uttarakhand flood. Dr. Nishank, you were not here in the 15 Lok Sabha. We discussed how human greed destroyed
the Uttarakhand plains. Army and Air Force people and the Border Roads Organization had rescued many people. We are proud of them. If they had
not been there, we do not know how many thousands of people would have been killed during the flood. That is a question to be asked.

I was in the Defence Consultative Committee. I constantly asked these Army people, "What are you doing about roads up to the Chinese border?"
Sir, would you believe that the Chienese built a railway line from Beijing to Lhasa, and from Lhasa right up to the Arunachal Pradesh border? Bomdila
would be 30 miles from there. Tawang would be only 30 miles from there. Here is our friend from Arunachal Pradesh. We have not been able to
construct a railway line.
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SHRI PREM DAS RATI (SIKKIM): Hon. Chairperson, Sir, I would like to thank you for giving me this opportunity to participate in a very important
Resolution that my colleague, Dr. Nishank, has brought before Parliament.

It is something very close to my heart. Shri Mahtab ji is just carrying an article of mine which I have written very recently on the specific need for a
Ministry which looks into the Himalayan affairs expanding the whole scope of the Ministry as it were.

The Resolution, obviously, in many ways, is limited to bringing out many of the issues faced by Uttarakhand but I am sure, Dr. Nishank ji will not
mind if we expand the scope of the Resolution on many fronts as previously mentioned by my friend from Trinamool Congress, Prof. Saugata Roy.

Now, Sir, let me state the first and foremost thing that the Himalayas is a geographical formation. It is proven that it is because of this geographical
formation that the entire water security of the largest part of India is sustained. We know of the El Nino phenomenon which may impede or not allow
for the clouds which come but once the clouds come, then you have a barrier in which it is not allowed to move on but then it is allowed and it cools
it sufficiently so that we have the monsoons. Now, it is so remarkable that in 2009 when I first entered Parliament that we had a similar kind of a
situation, a very drought-like situation.

There again, everybody started talking about the Himalayas and water towers: why are the dams within various States running low? Why is it
that we have water issues and all these kinds of issues that came up due to the drought like situation? I would argue that if this is such an important
formation and it has, over the centuries, attained the kind of mystique that we have, I think, it is important that the nation, specially the Government
now, wake up to this fact and with one voice all of us, across the party line, say that we definitely need to look after the Himalayas, be it the
environmental issue, be it the development or be it the other kinds of conservation issues that may come up.

Therefore, I think, it is not too late. I completely agree that we need a Ministry to look into this so that there is focussed attention. Now, why is the
focussed attention required? It is required because there are a large number of issues related to the Himalayas. It is only when we have a flood like
situation, as it happened in Uttrakhand, Kedar Nath Valley or we have a situation like in Sikkim on 8 September, 2011 when there was a
catastrophic earthquake or when there are issues related to dams that suddenly people wake up. It is true that population-wise, all the Himalayan
States will never be able to compete. We cannot compete with Uttar Pradesh or Bihar. But certainly, when it comes to being the sentries in the



forefront of the border areas, being the border States and keeping the peace there, I think, we stand shoulder to shoulder with the rest of the
country.

Therefore, Mr. Chairman, Sir, I would like to buttress my arguments by stating that there are many institutions but they are too few. I can just name

them. One was already mentioned by Prof. Saugata Roy about the Wadia Institute. That is one institution, which does some stellar work. There is
another institution for all the mountain countries surrounding the area called EC Mode. This is located in Kathmandu. It looks after all the knowledge
gatherings of the mountain areas of China, India, Afghanistan, Myanmar, Nepal, Bhutan and Sri Lanka. There are lots of universities also, which have
come up. There is our famous G. B Pant Institute for Himalayan and Environmental Development.

If you actually start looking at some of the outputs of these institutions, all that they are saying is, 'livelihoods in these regions matter, the women
matter.' There is far too much of out-migration from these places because of the hardships. So, all these issues, which are social and economical,
need to be addressed. But in the Ministry or even for that matter in the Planning Commission, thus far we do not have a mechanism whereby all
these issues are factored in into our planning processes.

I would just give you one example. We have, what is known as now, an Indian Mountain Initiative. This is something, which was done within the last
three-four years. With the Indian Mountain Initiative, we started looking at all the mountain States. We started looking at all the issues around the
11 mountain States and some of the districts, which cover mountain areas.

This is very interesting that this particular institution, along with other Members of Parliament from the Himalayan region, was able to get the
Planning Commission organise a working group on mountain and mountain issues for the Twelfth Plan. Therefore, systemically, we have managed to,
at least, bring this particular issue to the forefront. However, the difficulty with all this is that if there is a Ministry and if that Ministry becomes the
focal point of all this knowledge harvesting and if it becomes the focal point for development and devolution of all the schemes, then I am sure that
we will be able to do something.

Finally, there are two more important things that I would like to say here. One is that the mountain railways are a must. The last mountain railway
was built by the British and it was left at that. So, today if we talk of mountain railways, there is one which links up to Shimla; there is one which
links up to Darjeeling; and there is one in the Nilgiris; and that is it, whilst the Chinese have been able to bring the most sophisticated railway
system across the mountains, right up to Lhasa from Beijing. If this is the possibility in terms of harnessing of their engineering skills, their
knowledge and science, then why is it that we are lagging behind? I would like to use this forum to impress upon the Railway Minister that a Task
Force needs to be built. I had actually given a letter to Madam Mamata Banerjee way back when she was the Railway Minister requesting her to
create a Task Force. It needs focussed attention. If we can take the railways right up to Nathu La, right up to the border areas, then it will be one
big achievement and you can actually have a trans-Himalayan railway line.

I would also like to flag the issue of eco tourism. Today if there is one area or one sector of economic activity which can change or revolutionize the
economic development in the mountains, it is eco tourism. And, if we do it in a soft and sustained manner, taking into consideration the
environmental conditions, then eco tourism is the way.

Sir, with these words I thank you for giving me time to bring to this House some of the most important issues that relate to the Himalayan
environment, to the Himalayan affairs and to the Himalayan States.

I support this Resolution wholeheartedly.
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SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB (CUTTACK): Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would have spoken just after Prof. Saugata Roy but Mr. P.D. Rai, my friend,
wanted to speak as he has some other work to do. This is the last day of this week and I thought that I will give my space to him but I found that
subsequently two other Members also have spoken who have wider knowledge about the Himalayan region.

Dr. Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank of course has moved this Resolution today and it deals with two major aspects — speedy development and
conservation. These are the two aspects on which we should be deliberating upon instead of wasting our time upon the purity of the water of the
Ganges, the Hindutva and whether other religions have any significance relating to the Himalayas.

The four priorities set out by the hon. Member in the Resolution are as follows. First is to identify backward areas of Himalayan States and
ensure their overall development and conservation. The second priority is to provide special financial packages for development of backward areas
particularly, border areas. As far as I understand, all the States that are on the foothills or on the Himalayas are getting special category status, and
what better financial packages would there be I think the Minister will be mentioning while replying to the debate.

The third priority is to take effective measures to check cross border infiltration. I have not heard anyone who has spoken on this aspect.
PROF. SAUGATA ROY : BIP should.

SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB : Cross border infiltration is related not just to Bangladesh, it is related to China border, it is related to Nepal border.
This Resolution is not relating to Bangladesh, Prof. Roy, you need not worry.

Cross border infiltration is occurring from Nepal and that is also a great problem for India as a whole, and that is also affecting Kashmir valley. In
that respect this needs deliberation.

The fourth priority is to recommend to the Union Ministries concerned for laying of new Railway lines, establishment of hydro power projects,



construction of roads and other infrastructural development projects and to strengthen economy by setting up of industries based on natural
resources available in the Himalayan States. These are the major points which the hon. Member moved in his Resolution.

I would start with saying this. The name 'Himalaya' has been derived from two Sanskrit words. One is Aima and the other is alaya. That is how the
name Himalaya has come into use. It means the Abode of Snow. In English language we have a number of words relating to snow, ice and other
forms and other than Sanskrit, in our traditional languages we do not find so many words describing the various stages of ice, snow or other aspects.

Here when we talk about Himalayas we have to also understand the massive Himalayan arc that extends over 2500 km between Nanga Parbat in
west and Namcha Barwa in the east. Here I would say, Mr. Chairman, the higher regions of the Himalayas are snow bound throughout the year and
in spite of their proximity to the tropics, the perpetual snow level seldom falls below 5,500 metres. The Himalayan ranges encompass numerous
glaciers. Notable amongst them is the Siachen which is the largest glacier in the world outside the polar region.

The Himalayan glaciers are the source for several large perennial rivers which in turn further define and shape the mountain configuration and the
rain into major river system of the continent. The Himalayan region is dotted with hundreds of small and big crystal clear lakes. It is not only
glaciers, it has many crystal clear lakes many of which are considered sacrosanct by the followers of various religions, not only Hindus. Here I would
say there are several religious places or sanctum sanctorums in the Himalayan region.

Buddhism has Tawang and Rumtek monasteries, Dharamshala Buddhist temple and Mono Bukur; in Hinduism, there are Kamakhya, Badrinath,
Kedarnath, Gangotri, Yamunotri, Vaishnodevi and Sri Amarnath temples; in Sikhism, we have Nishan Sahib, Nanak Sahib, Hemkund Sahib, Ponta
Sahib, Manikaran Sahib and Pather Sahib; in Islam, there are Hazratbal and Charar-e-sharief shrines and Piran Kaliyar; in Christianty, there is the
Catholic Cathedral at Kohima and Baptist Church in Mizoram. So, it is not only one religion. Of course, we Hindus treat the Himalayas as an abode of
God but there are other religions also who treat this Himalayan range equally.

I would say, the Himalayan ranges have a profound effect on the climate of the Indian sub-continent and the Tibetan plateau. They prevent the frigid
and dry Arctic winds from flowing south into the sub-continent, keeping South Asia much warmer when compared to the regions located between
corresponding latitudes throughout the globe. They are a barrier for the moisture laden monsoon winds preventing them from travelling further
northwards and thus facilitating timely and heavy precipitation in the entire northern India.

I would say, during winters, the Himalayan ranges pose a barrier to storms coming from the west and as a consequence receive precipitation in the
form of snow at higher ranges and rainfall in lower elevations and the adjacent plains of north India. Thus, there are two distinct periods of
precipitation in IHR — first, the moderate amounts brought by western disturbances during winter; and secondly, the heavier precipitation during
summer due to southerly monsoon winds. The winter precipitation is more pronounced in the western Himalayas in comparison to the eastern
Himalayan region while the reverse is true for the summer monsoon.

Despite being a general barrier to the cold northerly winter winds, the Brahmaputra valley receives part of the frigid winds causing substantial
lowering of temperature in North-East India, helping north-east monsoon to occur during that season.

We have river systems, where the western rivers flow into the Indus valley basin. The other Himalayan rivers drain into the Ganga-Brahmaputra
region. As the only exception, the eastern most glacial river feeds the Irrawady river basin which originates in eastern Tibet, flows south through
Myanmar and finally drains into the Andaman Sea. So, when we are talking about the river basins of the Himalayas, we have to keep these three in
consideration.

With such a profound influence on the regional climate and due to great variations in altitude and latitude, the Himalayan region nurtures a
staggering bio-diversity of flora and fauna. The Indian Himalayan Region accounts for around 70 per cent of the Himalayan bio-diversity hotspots.
Recognition of the Himalayas as one of the 34 global bio-diversity hotspots aptly reflects its wide ranging ecological significance.

In the religious traditions of India, the Himalayas as an entity has been personified as Himavan, the father of Lord Shiva's consort Parvathi. Multiple
ethnic compositions are a striking feature of this region. More than 170 of the total 701 Scheduled Tribes of India inhabit this region. The Tribal
Affairs Minister was here. I would be happy if he takes cognisance of this information.

There is a distinct social awareness on conservation and natural resource management as reflected by the origin of world famous environment
movement Chipko and the existence of a number of traditional institutions. ...(Interruptions)

HON. CHAIRPERSON : Shri Mahtab, just for a moment, will you take your seat?

I have to inform the hon. Members that two hours have already been taken on this Resolution, thus, almost exhausting the time allotted for this
discussion. As there are six more hon. Members to take part in the discussion on this Resolution, the House has to extend time for further discussion
on the Resolution. If the House agrees, the time for discussion on the Resolution may be extended by one hour.

SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. ...( Inferruptions)

HON. CHAIRPERSON : At 6 o'clock, the House will take up 'Zero Hour'.
...(Interruptions)

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Exactly at 6 o'clock, we will take up 'Zero Hour'.
...(Interruptions)

SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB: My suggestion would be that I will take another 5-7 minutes. ...(Interruptions)



HON. CHAIRPERSON: The time for discussing this Resolution is extended by one hour, with the consensus of the House.
... Interruptions)
SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB : Let me complete it and then you can take up 'Zero Hour'. ...(Interruptions)
HON. CHAIRPERSON: I have already informed that at 6 o'clock, we will take up 'Zero Hour', by which time, Shri Mahtab can conclude.

...(Interruptions)

SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB : In the initial years after Independence, especially up to the 5t Five Year Plan, that is, 1974-79, the approach to
development of the Himalayan Region was no different from that of the rest of the country, as there was little appreciation of the unique problems

and developmental needs of the Himalayan Region. In the 5th Five Year Plan, for the first time, the developmental issues of the Himalayan Region
and the problems of the hill areas of the country were recognized. It was in consideration of this that a Special Hill Area Development Programme

was initiated during the 5t Five Year Plan period. However, development programmes based on sectoral approach implemented during the 1970s
made limited impact in the hill areas of the country. ...( Inferruptions) Mr. Singh, I have to say something about our Prime Minister. So, I would
request you to kindly pay some attention.

I am referring to the 5™ Five Year Plan, when a change was made, but it had very little impact. So, in recent years, the need to integrate
development with environmental concerns has taken the centre-stage, which was accepted and articulated in policy documents with greater
regularity. ...(Interruptions)

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Let him continue; kindly do not interrupt him.

SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB : The hill areas of the country are faced with certain peculiar problems inhibiting the process of development. On
account of the difficult terrain, variable agro-climatic conditions, distinct social and cultural features, the hill areas have remained backward.

Today, the thinking for the plains continue — this is the problem in our planning — to dictate the resource-use of Himalayan Region. I need not go
into the details, but here, I would say that you have to make the western Himalayan Region and the eastern Himalayan Region; severe soil erosion
takes place in Jammu & Kashmir, Uttarakhand and Himachal Pradesh. Aluminum toxicity and soil acidity, soil erosion and floods, sifting cultivation,
non-availability of electricity, poor road, poor input delivery system and communication infrastructure, etc. are prevalent in North Eastern States - in
Assam and in Sikkim too. But in Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand, we have severe soil erosion and we have degradation due to
heavy rainfall.

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Sorry to interrupt you. It is already 6 o'clock.

SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB : My only request to you is this. I will take hardly another 3-4 minutes. Let me conclude and after that, let the House
take up the 'Zero Hour'. It is up to you.

18.00 hrs.
HON. CHAIRPERSON : Is it possible to take it up next time? Next time when we will take up this Resolution you can continue your speech.

SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB : We will not be taking up the Resolution next Friday. Next Friday we will be taking up Private Members' Bill. So, I
could speak only after 15 days which will have very little impact. As the House decides, I have nothing to say.

HON. CHAIRPERSON: If the House agrees, we may extend the time of the House till 'Zero Hour' is over.

SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS: Yes, Sir.



