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Title: Regarding hostage crisis in Sydney, Australia.

SHRI MALLIKARIJUN KHARGE (GULBARGA): Madam Speaker, though, to some extent, there is a relief, I want to know about the incident and a full
statement from the Minister concerned.

On Monday morning, a gunman took an unknown number of hostages in a chocolate cafA® in Martin Place in Sydney. The drama began around 9.45
a.m. in Martin Place, a plaza in the heart of the city's financial and shopping district that is packed with holiday shoppers this time of the year. Many
of those inside the cafA® were taken hostage as they stepped in for their morning coffee.

Sometime later; five people escaped from the caf A®. Two people inside the cafA® held up a flag with an Islamic declaration of faith that has often
been used by extremists, raising fears that a terrorist incident was playing out in the heart of Australia's biggest city.

The crisis in Sydney finally ended after 15 hours as all the hostages were rescued by police at the Lindt Chocolate CafA©® in Martin Place. The
gunman, however, has not yet been captured.

An Indian techie, employee of Infosys, was also taken hostage. In the newspaper, it is stated only one was taken but some other newspapers have
said that two people were taken. That is why, we want to know the actual figure. How many people were really captured or taken hostage and how
many people were released? I want a statement from the Minister concerned so that the entire country should know about the real ongoing incident.
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PROF. SAUGATA ROY : This matter is pertaining to the External Affairs Minister. Why is he replying on it? ...(Interruptions)

SHRI RAJIV PRATAP RUDY: What is your problem, Sir? I am a Minister in the Government. ...(Jnterruptions) Who are you to ask me to stop?
... Interruptions)

HON. SPEAKER: Saugata Roy ji, this is not fair. Please sit down.

...(Interruptions)

SHRI RAJIV PRATAP RUDY: What is your problem, Mr. Saugata Roy?...( Interruptions) Madam, this is the habit of these people....(Interruptions) If 1
am representing the Government, who is he to question me? ...(Interruyptions) 1 am responding to him, who are you?...(Interruptions) Who are you?
...(Interruptions) 1 am responding to him...(Interruptions) This is not the way....(Interruptions) & am a1 &,...(caaemor)
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SHRI MALLIKARIJUN KHARGE : How can he question a Member, "Who are you to stop me?" ...(Interruptions) He is a Member. He has got every right
to ask. ...(Interruptions) You cannot challenge a Member. ...(Interruptions) You can plead that you can answer. That is a different question. But, you
cannot say, "Who are you to ask me?" ...(Interruptions) This is unfair. ...( Inferryptions) It is against the principle and it is against the rules.
...( Interruptions)
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SHRI RAJIV PRATAP RUDY: Madam, if I am speaking something and even if the Opposition is not ready to give that space to a Parliamentary Affairs
Minister, I have to understand really what is my role. ...( Interruptions) if I wanted to say that this is a serious issue and the Government would
respond, what is the problem of TMC in having this reply from the Government? What is this arrogancy? ...(Interruptions)

HON. SPEAKER: Nothing will go on record.
(Interruptions) €

SHRI RAJIV PRATAP RUDY: Every time I get up, they have to get up. ...( Interruptions) This is not West Bengal Assembly? ...(Interruptions) This is
the Parliament of India, they should understand it....(Interruptions)
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