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title: Further discussion on the motion for consideration of the compulsory Voting Bills moved by Shri Janardhan Singh Singrival (not concluded).
HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The House shall now take up Item No. 54. Shri Janardan Singh Sigriwal you can continue.
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I was expecting Shri Choudhary to speak on the part of legality of this Bill. This Bill has a number of flaws. The first and foremost flaw is about
the incentive for voting. Stz seoflzfid d21 3 aser awen & 5 Any person who despite his iliness or physical incapacity has exercised his right to vote in an
election or any person who has exercised his right to vote at all elections held during a period of 15 years preceding the commencement of this Act
without any break, he will get job or services under Central Government and he will get preference in admission to the institutions of higher
education. What would be his age? The age of adult suffrage in our country is 18 years. e 33ft 31cr ag die a1 R gotarn 3, 2neft dies Rrae 3 omar 3m swar
2 3l ag eenar 15 e aw die 3ar 33, o1 by that time his age would be 33 years. And at the age of 33 years, what government service will he get?
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SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB: This is a Bill. I was expecting Mr. Chaudhary to go between the lines.

Secondly, which institute of higher education will admit a person who is above 33 or 35 years of age? And what is he going to learn? What higher
study or research will he pursue at that age by casting his vote, which he was otherwise unable to get?

The other aspect which I would like to mention here is the penalty provision. I would say, our colleague Janardanji will explain it, that this penalty
provision in effect targets the poor. This is a charge which I would say he has to explain. If somebody does not vote, there are provisions for fine of
Rs.500, two-day imprisonment, forfeiture of his ration card, rendered ineligible for contesting any election for a period of ten years, ineligible for
allotment of a plot or a house by a government-owned organization, ineligible for entitlement of any welfare scheme announced by the government.
A majority of these penalties are targeting the poor. You are not targeting the rich.

Poor people do not go to cast their vote because they lose employment, they lose their earning. Unless somebody provides for that, they do
not come to vote. You are forcing him to come to the polling booth and cast his vote, and if he does not do, you are denying him this type of things.

Many rich people also do not come to the polling booths to vote. They do not stand in queues unless there is a photo opportunity. Unless the
electronic media comes there and takes photographs, they do not come to cast their votes. It may be happening in Delhi or in Mumbai but many rich
people do not waste their time to come to the polling booth and cast their vote. It will not be a big thing to pay Rs.500 for them. Imprisonment for
two days of course will deny them social prestige. Who is bothered about ration card? Rich people are not at all bothered. I would have been happy
if certain amendments had come on how to target the rich people, the educated people who always deride our democratic process and at the same
time take advantage of the provisions that our Constitution gives them.

I will come to the other aspects. Chaudhary sahab and Jagdambika Palji have very categorically mentioned about those countries which have
compulsory voting mechanism in their country. I would say that since the time of Herodotus the word democracy has been used to denote the form
of government in which the ruling power of a state is largely vested not in any particular class or classes or groups but in the members of the
community as a whole. That is how the word democracy had come into existence. I believe a country cannot be regarded as fully democratic if a
significant percentage of its electors does not exercise its right to vote.

Democracy can be a direct or indirect democracy. In a direct democracy, every person exercises the power of the Government. The people as a
whole not only carry on the Government, but can even change the Constitution on their own.

In an indirect democracy, the people elect their representatives who carry on the administration of the Government directly. It is known as
representative democracy. Our Constitution provides for representative democracy.

Indian Constitution has adopted the system of Universal Adult Suffrage to secure political justice. Right to vote is also provided under
Representation of People Act. It provides, "No person who is not, and except as expressly provided by this Act, every person who is, for the time
being entered in the electoral roll of the constituency shall be entitled to vote in that Constituency.”

Since the elections are the life-blood of democratic procedure, it is via the act of voting that democratic principles are protected. The main purpose
of the electoral system is to exchange votes cast by electors into seats in the Parliament. Compulsory voting is not a new concept. Some of the
countries that introduced mandatory voting laws were Belgium in 1892, Argentina in 1914 and Australia in 1924.

Compulsory voting is a system in which electors are obliged to vote in election. If an eligible voter does not attend the polling place, he or she
may be subject to punitive measures such as fine or community service. As on August 2013, 23 countries were recorded as having compulsory
voting. Of these, only 10 countries today are actually enforcing it. When Queensland introduced compulsory voting in 1915, it became the first place
in the then British empire to do so. There are currently 32 countries who have adopted compulsory voting, of which 19 countries including Australia
pursue it through enforcement. Countries that enforce compulsory voting are Australia, Argentina, Austria, Brazil, Chile, Cyprus, Ecuador, Fiji,
Greece, Liechtenstein, Mexico, Nauru, Peru, Singapore, Switzerland, Turkey and Uruguay.

What are the merits of compulsory voting? No doubt there are certain merits; otherwise why these countries would have compulsory voting?
We have to judge between the merits that are there in favour of compulsory voting and also the demerits.

There are four basic merits in favour of compulsory voting. Firstly, compulsory voting gives a higher degree of political legitimacy because of larger
turnout. The Victorious candidate represents a majority of people.

Secondly, if everyone must vote, restrictions on voting are easily identified and steps are taken to remove them.

Thirdly, compulsory voting encourages voters to find out who their candidate is and what the background is. In a way, it empowers the voters
itself.

Fourthly, it increases voting participation and interest in other political activities.

Finally, smaller campaign funds, and this is more important, are needed to goad voters to go to vote, Otherwise, large amount of unaccounted
money is spent in politics.

The demerits are, any compulsion affects the freedom of an individual. Voting is a civic right rather than a civic duty. Compulsory voting may infringe
other rights. Compulsory voting is essentially a compelled speech which violates freedom of speech because the freedom to speak necessarily
includes freedom not to speak.

Therefore, I would say, some say it is undemocratic to force people to vote as it is an infringement on liberty. The ignorant and those with little
knowledge in politics are forced to come and cast their votes. What are the measures that are ultimately required? We want more number of people
to come and participate in our process.



If we make a comparison in our country between what happened in 2009 and what was the vote percentage in 2014, we are in a much better stage.
That shows the voter turnout soared to 55.1 crore. In 2009, the number of voters who cast their votes was 41.7 crore; in 2014, it went up to 55.1
crore. That shows a large number of people have come to vote. We have a young Indian society, with a large number of younger voters in our
society. Some may say they are uneducated but they are politically active. They need not be the workers of any political party but they understand
what is happening in this country. That large, silent population participates in a great way. They celebrate democracy on the election day. That is
why I would say when our voting percentage is growing, a large number of people are coming to the polling booth to cast their votes, we have EVMs
and ultra-modern machines to record votes, and we have one other method 'none of the above' to reject the candidates if we do not like, it is not to
be left to the political parties alone to make democracy successful in a great way. Therefore, I say, democracy cannot be upheld or strengthened by
coercion. Here is a Bill that coerces people to come to the polling booth, cast the votes; otherwise, you will be put in jail. India became independent
after there was a long struggle to become free, not to go to jail. If I have to cast my vote, I have an equal right not to cast it.

The other aspect is, to prosecute a person or to apprehend a person saying that he has violated this law — if it becomes a law — means, you have to
go through a process of justice, natural justice. How many cases will the Election Commission or the District Magistrate as an election officer file?
How many courts are there? Are the courts competent enough and have that much strength to look into these cases? It is an Utopian idea that
people should go and cast their votes because they are enjoying freedom in this country. This country is a free country and a democracy. I would say
it is totally unimplementable.

I think the Minister would be saying this but I would also request that until and unless you come with a better Bill this Bill is unacceptable to us. I am
reminded of the Fourteenth or Fifteenth Lok Sabha when a Member from the Treasury Benches, Shri Jai Prakash Agarwal, who was representing a
constituency in Delhi had moved a similar Bill. I had requested him, 'First try in your MCD; first, you try in your Delhi State. After that, you advise us
to do it in the country.' Should I advise Shri Janardhan to try this first in his constituency, in his State, in his municipality and then we can say we will
have such compulsory voting? I am sure, it impinges on the right of every Indian citizen.

Thank you.
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HON. CHAIRPERSON : Hon. Members, two hours time allotted for the discussion of this Bill is almost complete. As there are five more Members to
take part in the discussion of the Bill, the House has to extend the time for further discussion of the Bill. If the House agrees, can the time for the
discussion of the Bill be extended by one hour?

SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS: Yes.

HON. CHAIRPERSON: The time of the discussion of the Bill is extended by one hour.
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HON. CHAIRPERSON: Hon. Members, it is six o'clock. If the House agrees, we can extend the time of the House till the 'Zero Hour' is over.

SEVERAL HON, MEMBERS: Okay.

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Now, the 'Zero Hour'; Shri Jagdambika Pal.






