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Title: Further discussion on the motion for consideration of the Compulsory Voting Bill, 2014 (Discussion not concluded).

HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Now the House shall take up Item No.74 —Further consideration of the motion moved by Shri Janardan Singh 'Sigriwal' on
the 13t March, 2015 in respect of Compulsory Voting Bill.

off Rreile am cre? (wlenwdl) & w@ica, anuct st 2err e, s forw 3 anue! aoerare Jar &) 9 st anel off sonder Ris Hsffarer oft & aifsrart e & e &
erelot 31 dicrol & fore %St gan &)

#glGel, o &b Afdemer 3 ora Jifderor 2w Gor & 2@ e, 3 YIAIGON D UGl AIEeN| 33 DET RN &, " &H HIFA D cllel WA Y B WFYUT YPfrd, Adool, JATSIC,
erforatier, eliapaIic]ds sURTSeI dollol & féT0 fden 320ch A aleli¥l @l AIfID, nféfa i Ismliim ourl, far, feant, @, 3urten & Faddqar, yiieor i s ot
AIAGIT YIH ©ol & fere aen Ior Aadl cafen &b aif¥an 302 reg. BI wepean 3z sravs JoiRia wzol arell aoga @1 aslol & o £6 Jmeu 2l el ifderst o 3 g,
o1 531 3ifdenrer @Y apfiger, aftferafaer a ancanfier aaa 3 "

ndlea, s fderor A Braferal o g1 art @ Men B anf¥az A awler clor &, Rror 0¥ clell @), g o1 B aell @Y, 2reg, A5 il @Y w16 fdenor 2mfda & zar en, ot 3oior
eyl 61 5 vy oft cafes 21 2reg 3 sz o1 38 3ot A5 saar el B arasig st Acaater a1 o yferert 8, ag 50 3 60 yfrer A aiféas ordl & wr 2ar &) @6 aga Riem @
o &) gorad) 216 2Naen aifée &5 o et aicrarer aidl @2 2 &, 3o1d 521 @Rl O g el Rpar wu 3 aifdver @37 anfiaz A sicrgror aell ordl as2 2@ 37 sat awn v & o
arcrater 3 ot Sfr ordf 32 aem eiaseie A ot frart ol 8? s easdd 3 sora Reare o @t oY A sa o 3 ol 267 s elfase & & Ro 3 S v @R A wreig
@1 Aet, v sl T et 3ia eiaseic] A5 rur 5241 91 B e asl dari 3 goies2 3R §) 46 citavdd @ & ot wesfly A wongardl cras Jo1 @Y way ¢ 3 @il gu &) eft
aé alte crazen ordl & 313 sor ffdear oy So1 3 Sl a2 uia-gar Rueaftes B arg amur ager snct 3, eloll B Favna ager smA 3, aa oft as Sor udt gloren 3 e a3 e
A5 w0 3 senfie & sad A PR G AaH ad araa & A a8 o &) s v wla A1 DR & R dell B dacror 3§ =R o & Sten R A war B edasio A
Zorepl fraran 3 aPR fArara o St o as Jor soroft arsraelt 3 amendt B 68-70 drst B are ag o 2a1 e

#ee, Sl el sicigror oidl @2 2 &, aen Jorh st wf ardl 8? Srsl crw Ffr @1 Harer 3, @ 308 Fardb Ff uz ol Vst s 2wwar ) s Aawer Jor B Prartvr @1 &, Jor H
wasell @1 & 3ftz o1 &Y s w1 3 gar Jorcht Bfer uz g3 oidl 8Ys A &, a@iifds ws Rua s ot 2 & el awan &) ag dor & sifyen o1 aaa &) g 391 B Far 1 wAs
el @1 2raret &) s aer Jordhl BRI uz ardl @s1 s wwsen &) efaseie] @1 offa st aoft wrsrger & 2rasell &, S sl was-uw JAcTSIN 99T )

Jureel AN, As B Al & A5 e ellor sl e B BRI Actatel A ¥ of Y 8l ¥a anern A SR o Jaret oidl &) ag 3o 92131 o1l VISt S Hasen &) S| 9
A Jinerel, Rt 3 s A3 disl 3 Jerast & &, A &3 s 3 aran @53 &, S91 Jorep! el A Al & ol A Jald HUT aldl BIST Sl AT &) A e a5t e oft
aa'f&

St elier s2rp e 3 &, o eilet we & fp aiforart scrarer ordl den arféw, go dler A grar @ & [ 3o A AsEifie arraer o &, safme A sy ol aa &) anfiaz
Il areTeRu @) agerol B Brdierdl fRerd 3, @ us 521 d91 b oyl & ordl 37 521 J91 w1 arcrur B agen? v A A 520 ASOIRTD Aol o agel Sl
AT &) 3201 Seret 302 daet wep & dee &, a8 AN FCTol &) Aol A eI 5T 312 W Raseu ordf &) S e 31 diviaTel ofdl @eet, e o 3 fveft dier @t
aeel ofdl el elol do wadl 3 do @ Iseiie [Rrdaur @38, skt aal @), e @) aeiRbl i Rendal iz B [Fer die do1 & art adell, die 3o a1 S
siftreptz Ffdenor 3 353 fren &, Soret & yeior oidl w3 glorm B ager 202 ol i die B aiftor B e Had e arn &)

P el Bad 3 b 308 yrenslt wis ol &) spr granell ol waic & A 3rat awr wrvn &, 3AW! sy B acer A 3, 32D gfer ana sl aifdrest A gowe w2 Awd F?
as dael 02 3 do w2 aal wel 3 ordl den, MU oifer @1 vas acol firen &, 3 32T e wi¥e, Afdvor U] a& YRieT asell USem, MU Fcialel I fére Shell uden; g
fRret arcrGTar & ot greneft @t &3 gold1? any a2 3 -3 Roeft fwa & gfer 3 ar o s &7

Pw el il 52 M2 el E, o aiferart scerer & @ 3 ferad & 3o l-rfler Aarer 2, 3ordd Aarer sl ofdl &) ag oft aer & b Sor 3 iferart Aaerer dlon wifde; a&
e & @ aniahye uerier afls Farze w1 A 3

st Saeticitsll @1 Ipr ) 3PR ael AE Jea orat 8, et A 68 rer uset Jo1 A Feoll SeneT Saeiicish, glorn 3 sael SwreT N v Al A oric A o Jferart
aicIeTel @2 &= smar aner Sor 9 iz gforen 3 beft aeiiciisht sucren & 5 it S1ai 3 ag ast A AdcTer @2 Fwa &) aferart wsTer dact sacrer ordl 8, $I AT A aga
AT AR Bl ADA F, SAPD AP A J91 A TP G 8l A &, do 3 axxTareil @ wep et @o1 et &, 1 Seo1 3 S gona eeaf¥en &, 33 =mf¥er fpan s Awar
3 w1e aiforart argror 521 391 B forw after @1 weeR' wfda gl safem afsarf wacer & wrRen doft aifée) Biftia Fu A Rt o WRRE 8 Awdt & Aftpa o 531 @
aaf 2pft 3z R 321 w2 skflz Tu A far @, a9 soRp fw fBremdcd woreh af fraer RRfeRT 5 s fuer 3 ot ab 8, 3 aus-am e 8t SRR PR TR ad
Al forfe #u A v Accrol Gl wrazen w2 Awmdl & iz 31 (ot 521 d91 3 siferart swdcet & ar, s dor A gitewzur Fea 8l siel, e Sar & AsEler orfoal Rib de
& fere ordl G139, A &) It Snavz 9rst B Fw=r 3 ard @38 3ot 731 53 e uz dictol @l 1 &, 52 o wlfe-mife: toerag)

SHRIMATI KAVITHA KALVAKUNTLA (NIZAMABAD): Sir, I primarily support the Bill on compulsory voting rights, but whenever we think of voting, I
believe that as Indians, we should really go back a little bit into history. At the time of Independence, when Gandhiji said that 'only the people who
have passed matriculation should get voting rights', Baba Saheb Ambedkar had said 'everybody should get voting rights'. Everybody, who has a right
to vote as a citizen of this country, is treated equally. So, right to vote has, in a greater sense, given a sense of respect to everybody in the village
and particularly it has drowned the differences of caste and community and social inequality to a greater extent.

In the very same country which wanted voting rights for everybody, now we are in a situation where we are requesting everybody to come
and vote. Primarily, this Bill speaks about certain interesting aspects where it proposes punishment if people do not vote and where it also proposes
incentives when people come and vote. Before going into that, I would really say that all of us as politicians and public representatives today should
think and introspect a little bit. Maybe few bad apples have rotten the whole basket. In the similar sense, few bad politicians or few bad examples



have brought about a great bad name to our entire institution. People today feel that whatever a politician says is like arer sdten zueft suen & and they
never fulfil what they say and so, what the point is in their voting.

When we clearly examine the voting pattern — illiterate versus literate votes — illiterates tend to vote more than the literates generally,
somehow in the villages and rural areas. The literate people, who are very well educated, who know and understand the system, who know that
they can change the system, they somehow do not come and vote. Now, the question is : How do we bring them to vote? Doing it by punishing
somebody or by taking away somebody's driving licence, I do not think, is a true meaning of democracy. People should be driven and people should
be inspired so that they come on their own to vote. How do we make that happen? It can be done by increasing the respect of institutions like this.

When our colleague has brought this Bill, I would also request him to add a few more provisions. A political party has to get a minimum of 17
per cent votes to call itself a registered party, but when the very same party does not fulfil its promises, there is no provision anywhere in the rules
of the Election Commission as to what that party is to do or what punishment the Election Commission can give to that party. Or individually as a
Member of Parliament, I give ten promises to my people and if I cannot fulfil all of them, at the end of my term, I think, I should be, by law, liable to
give explanation to the people. Until and unless that kind of accountability comes to our institution, I do not think that any amount of punishment will
drive people to come and vote.

I sincerely understand the anguish, pain and concern of the fellow Member who has brought this Bill, but there are many sections which talk
about punishing the citizens and many sections which talk about incentivising the citizens who vote. I do not agree with most part of it; I do agree
with the spirit of the Bill.

I support the Bill, but I also request and recommend to all my fellow colleagues that let us be more accountable, let us try and improve the
quality of debate in the House, let us try and improve the respect of our institution. Then, the people will automatically come and vote.

Thank you.
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SHRI T.G. VENKATESH BABU (CHENNAI NORTH): Sir, I thank you for allowing me to speak on Compulsory Voting Bill, 2014 which makes voting
compulsory for every citizen who is eligible to vote.

In a country like ours which has a huge population, the election process is a strenuous job which is being done efficiently by the Election Commission
of India. One has to commend this job of the Election Commission of India. Having said that, voting percentage in our country is not to the expected
level.

In the recently concluded elections, in Tamil Nadu, the polling percentage was 75 per cent and above. This shows the awareness level of the citizens
of our country and the State of Tamil Nadu.

Each country has a different selection pattern of Members of Parliament or Members of Legislatures or whatever it is. In certain countries, there are
percentage-based representations in which elections are held. The total number of votes are calculated, each party gets a number of seats and they
get elected according to the number of votes. But in our country, in each constituency, it is the number of votes polled which determines the winner.
Some constituencies have 75 to 80 per cent of polling and in some other constituencies; the percentage is less than 50 per cent. This needs to be
addressed. We have to see that those who boycott the elections and deliberately avoid voting should be brought to book and some sort of suitable
measures or steps should be taken to see that everybody who has got the eligibility to vote should come and cast their votes or exercise their
franchise.

It is a good thing that some suggestions are brought forward by the hon. Member like punishment. It is harsh to say it as a punishment. It has to be
said that awareness should be created among the citizens so that everybody comes and votes. I do not agree to the suggestion that Government
should give some incentive. Since many people are eligible to those types of incentives in a huge country like ours, it is difficult to go in for
incentives.

The other thing is to make voting easier. The polling booths should be very near. This is a very good suggestion brought forth by the hon. Member.
The polling both should be within the limit of 500 metres so that everybody casts his vote within the area in which he is living. So, it is a very good

suggestion.



One more suggestion is that voting should be made compulsory. If it is made compulsory, punishment is not the thing which I believe in. Awareness
is needed and it should be made known to the citizens of India. They should be aware of their right to vote. It is their main right. The person who is
going to be selected in their constituency should be selected by hundred per cent voters present in the constituency so that the selected candidate is
held responsible and accountable to the people for future development of the constituency. So, in that regard, I welcome this Bill. The Government
should make voting compulsory by bringing forward suitable measures and steps should be taken in this regard. Certain measures and amendments
are needed to do this.

Finally, I really support this Bill. T once again thank you, Sir, for giving me this opportunity to speak on this Bill.
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HON. CHAIRPERSON: Hon. Members, the time allotted for the discussion of the Bill is almost completed. As there are six more Members to take part
in the discussion on the Bill, the House may be extended for further discussion on the Bill. If the House agrees, the time for discussion of the Bill may
be extended by one hour. This extension is only for the sake of the Bill. This is a Private Member's Bill and we have six more Members.

astorer Rrasrr iz sefdr siqper A Fsw A aen Fadta orl sigrer 3 wea icf (off 2eha gama w=5): #diee, s ot s ol &
arretofler Jemafes: Brb e @1 erda agr 33 &, sga @1 il
&€ (o)
HON. CHAIRPERSON: We would discuss this Bill up to 6 o' clock. Then, we would take up *Zero Hour'. Is that okay?
...(Interruptions)
HON. CHAIRPERSON: We are extending the time of the House only for the Bill, afterwards, there would be *Zero Hour'.
...(Interruptions)
HON. CHAIRPERSON: Or are we agreeing to extend the time of the House by one hour?
...(Interruptions)

SHRI TATHAGATA SATPATHY (DHENKANAL): I am on a point of order. I just wanted a clarification. We are talking about the compulsory voting.
...(Interruptions)

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Okay. We would sit up to 6 o' clock.

...(Interruptions)

SHRI TATHAGATA SATPATHY : When we are talking about democracy; democracy means freedom. ...( Interruptions) 1 just want a clarification from
the hon. Member who has moved this Bill, how can you make voting compulsory when the basic tenet or belief of democracy is freedom. That is one
clarification I wanted. ...(Interruptions)

SHRI SANKAR PRASAD DATTA (TRIPURA WEST): Mr. Chairman, Sir, the intention of the hon. Member who has brought this Compulsory Voting Bill

is good. But the question is not about compulsory voting. The question lies in the whole process of electioneering. The whole process of
electioneering is to be a good one. So, the need of the hour is the change in the election process, to maintain the democratic form of Government
really of the people, by the people and for the people. For this, I, on behalf of CPI (M), believe that if the proportional representation is used for all



the legislature in our country, then only the real thinking of the people can be observed.

I think the proportional representation is good. Throughout the world, 94 countries have taken up the process of proportional representation. As we
see, only in the year 1971, the then Government got more than 50 per cent votes. By getting less than 50 per cent votes in our country all the
subsequent Government has been running. So, this system should not be there.

We can culture the real process of electioneering and we can raise the consciousness of the people in our country. We see, in those States where
we could raise the consciousness of the people, where the people could believe that the people who were in the election fray, they are really their
friends, they can save their interest, then the people do come to cast their votes in our country.

I am from a tiny State, Tripura. Just two days back, one election result has come out in the Tripura Tribal Areas Autonomous District Council. In this
vote process, near about 85 per cent voting was there. In our State, in Lok Sabha, in Assembly and in other elections we saw that around 85 per
cent to 90 per cent voters are coming to cast their votes. So, it is not the matter of compulsory voting but the matter that the Government should sit
with all the political parties and discuss for proper representation in the Legislature. It is our demand from the side of the CPI (M) that proportional
representation should be there so that the actual position of the party strength should be reflected in the House.

We see today that by getting 31 per cent votes, the BIP is having the majority. The Congress got 18 per cent votes. By this, 31 per cent and 18 per
cent votes, the major two Parties got not more than 50 per cent votes. They got less than 50 per cent votes.

But both of them is having near about 60% seats. Actually, the real representation is not being seen in our House. So, it is my demand that this
should be kept in mind and the Government should take proper measure for the proper representation. Thank you, Sir.

off orec Rurdt (Fia adlz op1z): 2mmufer srdice, aist Arerellr g2 sendat oft & grer st aiférard ariger w1 foroft Rdea aren srn &, 321 w2 aal w2a b fem & xrsr gan

g
emmufer #BYew, Sid Feretor 3ii2 aforart sreror & aat At & oY #or 3 v Jawia 21 3o & [ -
“wereral a1 a1 @131 o @ aiftraste e,
fareft o1 o) vy fBaw oft st offerer orem”

ot oft arcrerer &Y arer adt & o st o W 3o Az AYeA B gfer oft vas ar Bz gres sen & S walt saft sdleaedt 3 3a e &Y [{enforen gosarr @Y seet Y 3l e
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dctar dieislt & stel uz 2mifiir Rifde Afidsr b eor 261 wx ) 2007 9 3 awot aifa i #acro siew: awors orkn i Q-dlor vl 3 aceror em goare Rl Renor
ufug & Agr A o) 33 A aal & A M 3N e U2 Jora) gl acers Gever I nara Bren em i@ dior aal sy gy B Rerfer Sxft ot Az amerl gan @5 aeer GdA
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17.59 hrs (Dr.P. Venugopal in the Chair)
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Qatedt & aretran [s21 a2 A Fer! Qicnaal f&=nm s 2asan &, gdi s21ebl @i weft @fge) o wrw 8 &, frrbl ase 3 sdaeia Jorftar & andr &) usct diar aidt 8 fiv Sar
1 @G A2 golra 8l &) IR U2 UdR & olld gkl &, 4d I golid gl &, e ufus & A6 iz darr afdifer & A6 & goma 8 &, Reren &b gora 8kt &,
ARG A golrd 8Id 3 uid ATeT 3 Uy AASHT Uia-uid, GA-GA a2 #cslel DX 3 i 3Aaht doig A 33 vl gt 2. (o)

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Just a minute. Now, it is six o' clock. You can continue next time. Now, we take up 'Zero Hour'. If the House agrees, we can
extend the time of the House.



SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS: All right.

HON. CHAIRPERSON: The time of the House is extended.

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Shri Sharad Tripathi.



