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title: Regarding loss of lives due to earthquake in Nepal, some parts of India and steps taken to prevent damages caused by earthquakes.

PROF. SAUGATA ROY (DUM DUM): Madam, I am drawing the attention of the House to the terrible human tragedy that happened in our
neighbouring country of Nepal on the 25t April, 2015.

I have given notices both on Adjournment Motion and Zero Hour and I thank you for allowing me to read the same. The earthquake with the
epicenter near Pokhara in Nepal caused by shifting of tectonic plates in Himalayas has caused immense damage in that country with number of
deaths crossing 2400 and thousands injured. A huge amount of property has been destroyed in that country. It is good that the Government of India
has sent relief and rescue teams with relief materials to Nepal through the Indian Air Force as a humanitarian gesture. The earthquake has affected
India also with at least 63 people dead — 46 in Bihar, 13 in Uttar Pradesh and two each in West Bengal and Rajasthan — and 156 people injured in
Bihar, 43 in Uttar Pradesh, 52 in West Bengal and also some in Sikkim.

The Government of India has been in touch with the States for relief. More needs to be done in the form of disaster relief. The Chief Minister
of West Bengal has gone to North Bengal where the earthquake happened near Siliguri, to o supervise relief and rescue operations. I am told that
the National Disaster Management Authority is supervising the relief work in Nepal and in India, but I would like to know how much money has been
released from National Disaster Relief Fund for different States.

Madam, earthquakes cannot be prevented, but with modern developments in science and technology, they can be predicted. I am surprised
that there was no previous warning about the earthquake in India which took us all by surprise. Also, in cities like Delhi and Kolkata, there are large
numbers of high-rises as well as illegal constructions. So, the Government should examine whether these buildings are earthguake resistant and
whether proper disaster management teams are in place in the big cities which will be affected more by the earthquakes. In Nepal, it is mainly in
Kathmandu and other cities where most people have lost their lives rather than in villages.

I express deep sorrow at the deaths, including of those who died at the Everest Base Camp and the expeditionists. I would like the House to
consider this.
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DR. P VENUGOPAL (TIRUVALLUR): Hon. Speaker, Madam, on behalf of my Party the AIDMK and on my own behalf, I also join the House in
expressing my deep condolence on the sad death and destruction caused by the massive earthquake that has shaken Nepal on Saturday. The
tragedy is compounded by after shock and the heavy rain that is pouring in Nepal, which is hampering the rescue effort that is being undertaken
there. This tragedy has already taken 3,200 lives in Nepal, 25 lakhs in the Everest Base Camp and more than 20 lives in Bihar and other States in
India. We mourn the loss of live, It is a great havoc befell on peace loving country of Nepal. In this hour of crisis, all of us join hands in extending
support to the stranded people of Nepal. I would request that the Government of India may extend full support to the nation. The Indian Government
should undertake relief and rescue efforts and should also send food and medicines to the people of Nepal.

On its part, the Government of Tamil Nadu is also with the grief-striken people of Nepal and in India. It is ready to extend all possible help and
assistance. In this regard, it has already set up a control room in New Delhi for this purpose. I once again convey my deepest condolence to the
people of Nepal and mourn the loss of life due to this great disaster.



SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB (CUTTACK): Madam, we all know that an earthquake cannot be predicted nor can it be prevented. The tremor that
occurred between Kathmandu and Pokhora is still being felt not only in Nepal but also in the Northern borders of our country. The tectonic plates that
shift periodically have caused large scale destruction under the Himalayan Plateau. I would say that it is not only Nepal's tragedy but it is India's
grief also. When the earthquake struck at noon last Saturday, severe as it was, the initial intensity was 7.5 and later it was revised to 7.9, which is
very huge. More worrisomely, the earthquake had occurred at a shallow depth of 9.5 miles, tremors are still being felt in Nepal and in some northern
border areas of our country. States in the North to East and Northeast also are witnessing it. People are in distress. They need support. Both food
and medicines are required. Human support is essential.

I would congratulate the Government of India on its swift and wholehearted involvement in Nepal, and that is a very welcome step. Operation
Maitri is in action. India is doing a creditable job no doubt and has to operate the with cooperation of Nepalese Army. Already 72 hours have passed.

The whole world is aware about the destruction that has occurred in Kathmandu and Pokhara. These places are approachable. Media is
present there. However, large tracts are affected in rural Nepal especially in those areas which are bordering Tibet. My suggestion is that India
should focus on the overall disaster management. Our expertise will help Nepal to reconstruct itself. First is rescue, then relief, and then the
reconstruction will follow.

Odisha Chief Minister, President of Biju Janata Dal, on that day itself had expressed grief and offered to the Union Government that Odisha
Disaster Rapid Action Force (ODRAF) is ready provided you allow it to go to Nepal and to those affected areas. ODRAF is a trained force. When the
cyclone hit Andhra and also parts of Odisha, ODRAF did a commendable job and this was appreciated by the Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh.

Nepal's tragedy, as I said, is our grief. We are aware about the destruction of Nepal but very little is known about the situation in Tibet.
Nothing is there in public domain. India should bring to light the damage that has occurred in Lhasa and other parts of that Himalayan plateau.

I would also express my thanks to the Government, especially the External Affairs Ministry, for bringing back home the under-14 girls football
team which was in Kathmandu at the time of earthquake. Five of those girls are from Odisha. They stated themselves that they were saved because
they were in the field and not inside the hotel where they were put up. They were in training. Their coach Shraddhanjali Samantray, who had been
felicitated by the Union Government, hails from Odisha. Janaki Murmu, Iva Panna, Banya Kabiraj, Shanti Murmu were all from Odisha. All the girls
who were there participating in that tournament were below the age of 14 years. A special provision was made by the Indian Government to bring
them back. We got the information via Mumbai because telephonically the contact was not being made. I express my grief and I would say that here
is a time when India has stood up to be with Nepal. We should also stand up to be with those people who have been affected in Lhasa in Tibet.
Adequate steps should also be taken to provide shelter, medicine and food to the affected people including those who have been affected in Bihar,
Rajasthan, in Siliguri area of West Bengal and Uttar Pradesh. I express my sorrow and grief to those who have been bereaved.
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HON. SPEAKER: Dr. Ravindra Babu. Please be brief; We must conclude within two minutes. & vas daer sidicen yase difdng;

DR. RAVINDRA BABU (AMALAPURAM): Thank you, Madam, for giving this opportunity.

0On behalf of the Telugu Desam Party, we express solidarity and grief over the sudden deaths. There is a strong message in this earthquake. We read
in geography books that there are certain specific areas which are earthquake prone and tectonic plate movements cause earthquakes. These are



the two things which uusually produce earthquakes but the recent phenomenon is a grim reminder of human limitations over nature's might. It is
happening everywhere; maybe, because of, reckless development of human activity, maybe reckless development of urban growth, maybe reckless
growth of multi-storeyed buildings, or drilling operations or mining operations or building of reservoirs. There are many activities which may be going
against nature. So, we have to learn a lot of strong lessons from this earthquake.

We have to be very careful while tinkering with Mother Earth. We have to deal with Mother Earth very gently, very scientifically, without going

emotional about growth and the mad rush to imitate the Western countries. India cannot afford to have this type of artificially induced earthquakes
and artificially induced global warming. We should strongly protest that sort of development. We must always live in harmony with Mother Earth so
that Mother Earth will be kind enough and will not produce any further earthquakes. Our area where earthquakes are happening is never known to
be earthquake prone or seismicity prone. Still it is happening in this unusual area. Therefore, this is my strong appeal to all hon. Members and my
strong appeal to the Government.

Of course, the Government is making disaster management very fast, very quick and very effective. We have been managing disasters very
effectively. The way our Leader Shri Chandrababu Naidu managed recently the Hudhud Cyclone has been taken note of by the whole world. It was
really wonderful. I think, the Nepal Government also must be doing it the same way with the help of our Government. I wish them all the best. At
the same time, the Telugu Desam Party expresses solidarity and grief over the sudden deaths.

Let us remind ourselves that we are very small before the mighty Mother Earth. Let us not tinker with this. Let us not tamper with that.

Thank you.
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SHRI MEKAPATI RAJA MOHAN REDDY (NELLORE): Madam, a great tragedy has occurred and a very grim situation has arisen by a severe
earthquake that has hit our neighbouring country, Nepal and our own States like Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Bengal and Rajasthan. The reported loss of
human lives, property and other infrastructure is huge. Nepal has been paralysed.

Natural disasters are a universal reality. The immediate challenge is providing affected persons with basic amenities before the actual enormous task
of reconstruction starts.

I praise the timely action taken by the Government of India by sending relief materials to Nepal. Our Prime Minister has promised all possible help in
its hour of grief.

In our own country, natural calamities like earthquakes, Tsunami, floods and drought are a regular feature. While nature's fury picks no favourites,
damages can be minimized and rehabilitation can be effectively met with an organized disaster management plan.

On behalf of our Party, Y.S.R. Congress Party, I express and convey our condolences to the families of those who lost their kith and kin in the
tragedy.

SHRI N.K. PREMACHANDRAN (KOLLAM): Madam Speaker, I also express my deep sorrow and condolences to the people of Nepal who have been
affected by the earthquake which had an magnitude of 7.9 Richter scale.

I also had the experience day before yesterday in Khan Market when I was sitting on a chair in a saloon. I got the experience of shaking of my chair
and the lights colliding with each other. So, feeling the fear psychosis which I had at the time of this tremor, we can very well imagine the pathetic
conditions or the situation of the people of Nepal.

I would like to take this opportunity to express our solidarity to the people of Nepal in rebuilding, reconstructing and rehabilitation the country



of Nepal especially Kathmandu and other nearby places.

I appreciate the stand taken by the Government in having an immediate intervention supporting the people of Nepal.I urge upon the
Government to render entire support for the rescue operations, relief operations, reconstruction and rehabilitation of Nepal in the original situation.

I would like to endorse and express my views in respect of the hon. Member from the TDP who has cited that, ignoring the ecological and
environmental protection, if we are concentrating on development in the way of GDP growth, definitely this will happen. From Koyna Dam disaster to
Latur and Kutch disaster and now upto Nepal disaster, the lesson which we have to learn is that we have to be concerned about ecological and
environmental protection when we try to reach our development goal.

With these words, I would once again express my solidarity in rebuilding the State of Nepal.
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SHRIMATI MALA RAJYALAKSHMI SHAH (TEHRI GARHWAL): I would thank you, Madam, for allowing me to speak today.

I would, first of all, like to thank the hon. Prime Minister and the hon. Home Minister for helping Nepal. It has been a great tragedy. Within these two
years — a year back or so after that it happened — we had a big tragedy in Uttarakhand to which I belong. Just two days before, we had this teriffic
tragedy in Kathmandu in Nepal as well as in India. I would like to convey my condolences to all the peoples of Nepal and India who have lost their
kith and kin. I am very glad — and I think - that India is the first one to help the people of Nepal.

Madam, I was born in Nepal. I would like to tell you all. It has a very close connection with India. I am thankful and I am very happy that the hon.
Prime Minister has helped. Even in the case of the Uttarakhand tragedy, he was the first one to help. When I called him up, he said he would come
and he has helped Uttarakhand people. I would like to thank the Army and the Air Force people again. I am very much grateful to every one. As the
rest have said, we will all give one month's pay. What we did in the case of the Uttarakhand tragedy, we would also like to do that now. I would like
to thank everyone. I would like to tell you that I have still not been able to find my brother who is in Kathmandu.

HON. SPEKAER: I know that. Because of that, I allowed you.



SHRIMATI MALA RAJYALAKSHMI SHAH : Even now, I have still not been able to find him. Thank you.
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I appeal to all the sides of Parliament that we all contribute one month's salary from the MPLAD Fund. Subsequently, what is to be done with
regard to MPLAD Fund and all, we can discuss later. I hope the entire House agrees to this appeal.

SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS: Yes.
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HON. SPEAKER: Hon. Members, there will be no lunch time today.

13.25 hrs

MATTERS UNDER RULE 377 =

HON. SPEAKER: Hon. Members, the Matters under Rule 377 shall be laid on the Table of the House, Members who have been permitted to raise
matters under Rule 377 today and are desirous of laying them, may personally hand over text of the matters at the Table of the House within twenty
minutes.

Only those matters shall be treated as laid for which text of the matters have been received at the Table within the stipulated time. The rest
will be treated as lapsed.



