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Title: Further discussion on the drought situation in various parts of the country raised by Shri Jyotiraditya M. Scindia on the 7th December 2015
(Discussion concluded).

HON. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Now, we will take up further discussion under Rule 193 on drought situation in various parts of the country, Shri Nana
Patole.

oft atren uclcl (sisRI-atifeen) : Sweest AElce, P g 3 divt Ga-uegs e 2 fpamell & Fuz amufer sn 22t & afiz 32it & @2 3 e 2m 3 of ar aaf o &2 & o 3a>
3uri &1 oft @i g¥) fwer arer oft s w1 5030 2w 7 3 e 521 2 ag 60aft uz arn &

JuIeRIer ALIG, B Cllo1 Yepiel bl ST Aebal &) 3t & aMmere W EanY St 3t Orel ot o ameier @ol, 3361 ool Riar dsemait @t diaun &1 afésar, anat oft &1 3x@ & 5
Aol Gor 9 Riard &1 Rk 3330 caazen &t oRfl &) PR Ml 65 adl 3 gz it &iq 3 Riard &1 crazen &1 orft 2icdl, A a1 &3 3R @1 A6l o] SIoll USdI) AT S9
3 33t aolE A @3 Gael 1 el & srcseen 8 3@ ) 30 & aere A Jr i g AT eyl aE 3 3 w2 & 75 ancasean B3 Ab Sy AlcHEen BT S
WIVT aciren orn &, 320 v, warell &t aifor, groftre amver, eiffeRa soure, Josfeuas amrer 3t srmwerelar seenfe) vor.2ft.ame.dl. & St RAE aredt 3, spr 335 amuR U2 surRn
fopw M 8K, Y anat o sa eiter Rpanelt @t 2t 218 Jat 9 awer g A s T AsrIn Ryl @t ordf &t orft) s gamr Roaer sidta gany srdta Aot bt asrs A as mon
ot gaot ordl 211 33 ur Wt wdt B Rw 43 o A5 B age A, 33 gcal B ugrd a ot ondt B wrren e AW et A @ dor B aws A Rl o
ATCIETAT Wall 9% s

JUIEAST AENG, 3BT & YoIwicl SKIA & ol &2 el sandl anf¥or asar vl o 28t &SI usd 5 Swirel 4 ot A5 adlel 3 afyer Al &ft, oY s as pRa adlal i aefl o g
et Stor ardlar A Wt B Fardt aoaen &, Afdver 3 w2 aifYer of Ao B aste A &2 A Sl ag f@Aed srern &, 3 AW SY-efter arz Waft won usen &) 3 wwn A Rordl
aszall aigan R Rarer @ aifyer @t &t sigret 2aa &, 335 afy 3t ot oft sawier Y A aezer A aeren siren 3, ag Giue ofdl acen e &) ol Rwelt @z 233 u2 aaf B R
gt e [R5 gform 3 gt AEA sevelr B detl oRn & [ PR Rselt Brdl 8 of wai w3, fvae a5 B areft 3, 3o siersn aarn siwem &) g ot 3 anst Rstelt 3 ot
arell &6} sizcen @ Qo 3 &) aifyor a1 aigrar anar oft &3 il &) G e sleTet @Y &) sawel TN & sigrel @ & b aner anfyer Brar arefl 8, Afdsar arfyor ane e B
aig Brocht & sor sl efislf B spr giuzeft ewn gt Aforfirer fRyar sren oY Bifder wu  Roamell @ ga eler arwa & aad &

dicfl @G forfer wu A smer Siar 3 @i [y $21 A B sazen 3 R s @2 7 §) ofth wr diur siE)El B Senal a1 &) sl AR B A5 aG 3 @Y I S acd
asal Pl user Az o &t &, Afder el @Rl A g @18 use of aIa & aois A [oarer B w5t warer wr $eaivy forasten sirer &, 33wt #gamas oft 33 ordl Breren
&) ad 1937 3 @Gl o 531 worren e 3pR oo & o wae At 3 oY ofl 2Ners amor ware & o 3 30 B e v Rosmer @ ey & diftrh 33 wia & B ordl
frereft 2 altz Roaner w1 gjevrer 8 2

HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon. Minister is going to reply at 2.30 p.m. The House has to take up Private Members' Business at 3.30 p.m. The hon.
Minister requires minimum one hour to reply to the debate. There are three more speakers to speak. Therefore, please cooperate and talk only about
the points you wish to raise.
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*SHRI OM BIRLA (KOTA) : It is a challenging time for India facing consecutive years of drought while on the path of higher growth and economic
reforms.

In my speech, I will cover the drought situation in India, lessons from Rajasthan given that it is one of the worst affected states in India and suggest
measures to overcome the issue.

One of the problems that needs better understanding is the swiftness in declaring drought hit areas in time. As on November 2015, as per a reply
from the honourable Agriculture Minister, only 180 districts have been declared drought his spanning across just seven states. However, 302 out of
640 districts faced below normal rainfall of at least 20%. Many of the states are yet to declare the areas under drought. This underlines the need for
swift actions in evaluation and announcement of districts under drought. Not to forget the need to understand the severity of the issue with varying
amounts of rainfall shortage in different areas.

At the same time, I would urge the Ministry to set up a research under Ministry to work out the history of the droughts, floods and other calamities,
understand the impact it has and what steps were taken in the past. A better understanding of how we dealt with these issues in the past is vital in
our approach in the future too. The recent floods in Tamil Nadu has created havoc and crippled the state. However, history indicated that there has
been a pattern to the rainfall Chennai received. Some of the states like Odisha have learnt from their frequent encounters with disastrous effect of
cyclones and in recent years, their disaster management techniques have received praise worldwide. Hence, I reiterate that a thorough analysis of
the pattern in the calamities we faced will go a long way in saving precious lives and the livelihood of people. The fact that drought continues to
make severe dent in our economy and the life of a common man means that we are still a long way away from being prepared.

Here, I would draw the attention of the Minister towards the issue of drought in Rajasthan. As you are all aware, several districts in Rajasthan are
already declared drought prone. In fact, the state government has already declared the recurrence as mentioned below.

Sr. No. Recurrence Districts
Period (Year)

1 Once in 3 years Barmer, Jaisalmer, Jalore, Jodhpur and Sirohi

2 Once in 4 years Ajmer, Bikaner, Bundi, Dungarpur, Sriganganagar,
Nagaur, Hanumangarh and Churu

3 Once in 5 years Alwar, Banswara, Bhilwara, Jaipur Jhunjhunu, Pali, Sawai
Madhopur, Sikar, Dausa and Karauli

4 Once in 6 years Chittorgarh, Jhalawar, Kota, Udaipur, Tonk, Rajsamand
and Baran

5 Once in 8 years Bharatpur and Dholpur

I would urge the Minister that Rajasthan faces a problem of high fluoride levels in water While certain steps have been taken to resolve, a
determined approach by implementing a scheme for treatment of water with high fluoride levels will go a long way in availability of water in the dry
areas.

Overall, the actions of the government on two aspects will determine how well-prepared India is to face droughts ahead. A) Improvement in
irrigation facilities in India. B)Revamping the financial support for the farmers especially the crop insurance.

While nature can't be controlled, we can always be prepared for tough times with better technology at our disposal. Assessment of ground water
level monitoring data for the plains by Central Ground Water Board (CGWB), for pre-monsoon 2015, compared with last five years mean of pre-
monsoon (2010-14), indicates that out of total 14346 wells analyzed, around 46% of the wells are showing decline in ground water levels in various
parts of the country. I would also like to highlight that the Ministry has not maintained a list of waterfalls that have dried up. I urge the Water
Resources Ministry to ensure that the data for the same should be collected at the earliest.

In the states of Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Chandigarh, Dadra and Nagar Haveli, Delhi, Gujarat, Haryana, Meghalaya, Puducherry, Punjab, Telangana,
and Uttrakhand, more than 50% of the monitored wells have registered decline in ground water levels. As per the Water Resources Ministry, out of
6607 assessment units (Firkas/Blocks/Mandals/Talukas/Districts) in the country, 1071 units in 16 states and 2 UTs have been categorized as 'Over-
exploited'. Better irrigation facilities especially drip and micro-irrigation facilities needs to be developed. I hope the government will also focus and
increase the projects of inter-linking of rivers in India, one of the long term solutions to the issue.

Now, I wish to highlight the need for a better crop insurance scheme. Crop insurance plays a critical role in how the drought is dealt with and how it
will be dealt with in the future as well. Today, we have National Crop Insurance Programme (NCIP) at the national level, with other schemes falling
under it. They are Modified National Agricultural Insurance Scheme (MNAILS), Weather Based Crop Insurance Scheme (WBCIS) and Coconut Palm
Insurance Scheme(CPIS). However, the number of farmers aware about crop insurance scheme is very low.

Moreover, the total number of farmers who benefitted from programs under National Agricultural Insurance Scheme between 2000 and 2011-12 is



26.45%. This includes beneficiaries during both Kharif and Rabi season.

In India, crop insurance claim is not disbursed to farmers if they default on repayment on loans they have purchased for agriculture. Hence, non-
payment of dues and damage of crops can lead to huge losses for farmers with no insurance amount.

Payment of timely compensation has also been an issue. In fact, claims due to prevented sowing and post-harvest losses were never paid under
MNAIS. There is a high discrepancy in the crop area insured to the net area sown. The increase in premium rates of insurance under NCIP, MNAIS
and WBCIS has discouraged the farmers in buying insurance scheme. The report of the Committee reviewing implementation of crop insurance
scheme has recommended to have a relook at premium rates. It states that insurance cover of farmers would increase with lower premium rates.
This would encourage in implementation of better farming practices.

While there are plenty of issues to deal with, I appreciate the steps taken by the government led by hon. Prime Minister Narendra Modi in
implementing reform measures which includes revamping the crop insurance scheme. Some of the schemes reflect the long term vision in finding a
solution to the issues surrounding agriculture. The Soil Health Card Scheme will be crucial in ensuring the farmers have adequate knowledge about
maintaining fertility of the soil. Similarly, the Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yojana will go a long way in ensuring better irrigation facilities considering
the increasing demand of water for agriculture. The launch of DD Kisan Channel will also ensure better awareness among farmers.

I hope the Ministry of Water Resources, rural development and agriculture with adequate support from Finance Ministry will co-ordinate effectively in
implementing robust measures to deal with droughts in future.

*SHRI D. K. SURESH (BANGALORE RURAL) : T would like to draw the attention of the Union Government towards the serious drought situation
in the country. It is a matter of great concern that the entire country including Karnataka is facing one of the worst drought in the recent years.
Almost all the parts of Karnataka has been affected by the serious drought problems and a number of farmers were forced to end their life due to
debt owed to various nationalized banks and private financial institutions. The serious drought affected the cultivation of almost all the agricultural
products including rice, wheat, sugarcane, sericulture and even commercial crops also. The farmers have no source of income to meet their
minimum livelihood and to take care of their family. The financial institutions gave loan to them and they have already started the legal process to
reimburse their loans. The Union Government has to intervene in the matter immediately and extend all possible assistance to the farmers in the
drought affected districts of the country.

My state Karnataka has declared 27 of 30 districts as drought affected areas, which are facing serious drought since the last five years
consecutively. The depletion of ground water in the above 27 districts are going down year by year. This causes serious longstanding problems to
agrarian sector. Most of the areas are still depending on the rain water for irrigation process. The living conditions of the farmers of that areas are in
a very bad condition and the farmers are forcing to migrate to the urban areas to find a source of income for their bread. This will cause a lot of
social and economical problems and government has to face a lot of ire from various sections of the society.

The sericulture sector in Karnataka on in the verge of conversion to some other commercial crops. Cultivation of mulberry leaf and silk worm rearing
in dates back to the 18th century. From the beginning, the Government of Karnataka played important role of a catalyst to keep the sericulture
industry going. It established a separate department in 1913 to look after some of the needs and also the problem of sericulturists. Encouraged by
the achievement of the sericulture industry, the state government undertook an ambitious plan for the expansion of sericulture covering a period of
five years (1980-85) through a World Bank Loan, known as the Karnataka Sericulture Programme (KSP). This programme envisaged introducing
sericulture in certain new areas of Karnataka, so that it can serve as an important source of employment and income generation in rural areas. The
Government of Karnataka launched this programme in 13 districts. For the traditional mulberry growing areas, this programme envisaged a further
improvement in the existing infrastructural facilities alongwith extending the area under the improved mulberry and also encouraging rearing of
improved and bivoltine silkworm. In the non-traditional areas, the plan was to introduce sericulture activities on a large scale to bring about
economic transformation in these areas. In addition to provide the necessary infrastructure, the plan envisaged an effective extension of facilities so
as to propularise the sericulture activities.

In the field of sericulture, India stands second in the world, in terms of area and production. Karnataka is number one while considering the area of
cultivation and production. The sericulture farmers of the district of Ramnagara, belongs to my constituency and are facing very serious problems
due to cutting of import duty to 10% of the products from abroad. Government of Karnataka is trying its very best to protect the mulberry farmers of
the State. The government is trying on a modest scale, to present an overall view of the changes which have taken place at the household level in
both traditional and non-traditional regions of the state in terms of sericulture activities. There is a change in the structure of costs and labour needs
for the cultivation of mulberry leaf and silkworm rearing on the one hand and on the other, the changes has taken place in the income earning
capacities of the sericulturists. State government is trying to encourage sericulture and making inroads into the economic life, particularly in the new
sericulture regions of the state.

Till 15 years back, the farmers were getting Rs.300 per kg. of silk cocoon. Unfortunately, due to import policies of central government presently the
farmers are getting only Rs.100 per kg. Naturally, the farmers are forced to agitate against the policies of the Central government. The price has
been reduced due to the reduction in the import duty of the Chinese silk. The import duty has been reduced from 35% to 5%. So, this is the main
cause for the farmers not getting even the cost of production for cocoons. To save the 6 to 7 million sericulture farmers, the central government has
to impose minimum 35% import duty on Chinese silks.

Besides, 136 Talukas in Karnataka have been seriously affected by drought due to shortage of rainfall. The living conditions of the farmers of the
above areas is very poor and social and economical atmosphere is affected very badly. The consecutive drought has lead to depletion of ground



water level, drying up of shallow bore wells, reduction in the water quality and yield. The rainfall deficiency has resulted in poor inflows into the
major reservoirs. As on 12th September, out of 860 TMC of all the 13 major reservoirs, only 470 TMC was stored.

Lower water levels in the almost all reservoirs of Karnataka has affected the hydro power generation also. It results in the reduction of the areas to
be cultivated. As per the reports more than 33% of agriculture crops are affected due to shortage of rainfall.

Another major setback happened in the livestock sector of Karnataka. As per available reports, 512 million livestock has been affected by the
problem. Our farmers are facing great difficulties in supplying fodder to livestock. Farmers has to spent huge amount to feed their livestock due to
non availability of enough green fodder. The environment department bans the entry of livestock in the forests. This doubled the problem of green
fodder in the country. This is the situation prevailing in the country.

Due to the natural calamities, farmers are facing multi sectoral problems to maintain a minimum standard life. They are the verge of suicide. The
agriculture allied activities are totally closing down due to government policies and the natural calamities. The Central government has to intervene
urgently in the matter to end the miseries of farmers. The government should allow the farmers to use the forest areas for feeding their livestocks.

The government of Karnataka has extended all possible assistance to its farmers. Karnataka distributed Rs.5 lakh to the families of the farmers who
end their lives due to debt and other reasons and waived off the interest and the compound interest on loans taken by farmers. Government started
zero percent interest loans to farmers in the state. Karnataka started Rs.2000 monthly pension to the families of the farmers who ended their life
due to various reasons.

Karnataka requested central government to release Rs.3830 crores immediately to the state to assist the debt ridden farmers. Unfortunately, the
central government is not liberal to the state. I urge the central government to take immediate steps to protect the farmers of Karnataka by
releasing enough financial assistance and impose more import duty on sericulture products. Central government must give directions to the
environment department to allow the livestocks in the reserved forest areas to survive the farming community of the country.

*SHRI R. DHRUVANARAYANA (CHAMARAINAGAR) : Recently Telangana has declared a drought in parts of the State, becoming the ninth
state this year to do so. While Chennai and the neighbouring districts are suffering a disastrous crisis from too much rainfall, for the entire country,
the June-September southwest monsoon recorded a deficit of 14% compared to the normal, the second straight year of sub-par rains after 2014 saw
a deficit of 12%. This year, 302 of the 640 districts in India experienced deficit rains, or at least a 20% shortfall compared to the normal.

As many as 8330 lakh people, that is, 73% of the country's population live in villages, according to the latest data from the Socio-Economic and
Caste Census (SECC). Out of this, 6700 lakh live below the poverty line, that is, with Rs.33 per person per day. A third of the 8330 lakh people live
off farming. While such a large population of the country depend on agriculture, the farm economy of the nation reported a growth of 0.2% last year.
And with the present situation of drought, our nation would be lucky if it manages a positive growth in farm economy this year.

In my State, Karnataka, 27 out of the 30 districts have been declared drought affected. These areas are facing drought consecutively for the 5th
year. In the worst drought in 40 years, northern districts have registered 70 per cent deficiency in rainfall. Groundwater, which is the major source of
drinking water and irrigation has depleted, resulting in drying up of shallow borewells, reduction in the yield and also deteriorating water quality.
Department of Agriculture had estimated that 28.88 lakh hectares of agriculture crops have suffered more than 33% loss amounting to Rs.15,636
crore. Both rabi and kharif crops have been wiped out. Out of 74 lakh hectares of primarily kharif crops, 8 lakh hectares saw no sowing due to
absence of rains in the early part of monsoon. Of the rest 66 lakh hectares, the drought has wiped out 37 lakh hectares of crops, which primarily
include oilseeds, foodgrains and pulses.

Assistance sought for input subsidy for kharif 2015 is Rs.188.60 crores. An amount of Rs.202.31 crores is sought as cattle care, Rs.900 is required
for managing drinking water and Rs.102.82 crores is needed for emergency supply of drinking water through tankers in drought affected areas. The
Centre has approved only Rs.1,540 crore, nearly two months after we submitted a memorandum seeking Rs.3,931 crore in Central assistance.

There is an immediate need to address the drought situation across the country, not only because farmers and agricultural labourers are affected,
but also because this has also led to a shortage in food stock of the nation.

The government of Karnataka has been on its toes to ease the plight of the farmers and address the issue of drought and farmer suicides. Interest
free loan is being provided to farmers upto Rs.3 lakh. An interest of 3% is charged on loans between Rs.3-10 lakh.

Under a scheme called Annabhagya, upto 20kgs of rice is given free of cost to all BPL households. As a relief to families of those farmers who
committed suicide, compensation has been increased from Rs.2 lakh to Rs.5 lakh. In addition, the widow of the deceased is also entitled to pension
every month, which has been increased from Rs.500 to Rs.2000. The government has announced that the compensation available in the case of
suicide is also applicable to landless labourers. All interest and penal interest on crop loans have been waived by the State. Cooperative banks have
also been asked to reschedule loans and defer recovery of installments. The government had also ordered a crackdown on moneylenders who were
fleecing the farmers and more than 1,300 cases had been booked against them with 568 arrested. The state government is also working towards
getting higher Minimum Support Price, a subject that falls within the Centre's purview, for paddy, jowar and ragi.

While the State governments is waiting for the Central government's aid to compensate for the damaged crops, distressed farmers have no option
but to commit suicide in the absence of relief. While the Central assistance towards relief for crop damage sounds generous on paper, in reality it
barely covers farmers' cost of production. According to central norms the maximum farmers can receive as compensation is a paltry Rs.2,700 per
acre in rain-fed areas, meaning compensation pays only a fraction of the crop loss. For the Rs.15,636 crores of crop loss recorded in Karnataka, we
have received only about a tenth of it to distribute as compensation among farmers so far.



The Centre has decided to provide additional 50 days of work in drought-hit areas under the MGNREGA scheme to provide relief to farmers. But this
would be an effective measure of relief only if the already huge backlog in wage payments is cleared for those employed under the scheme. The
scheme has suffered from huge loopholes in implementation. In Karnataka, the average days of employment provided per household is only 33.18
days so far this year. More than half of this financial year is already over. How will we generate the additional 50 days of work?

In addition to the short-term measures, like compensating for crop damage and waiving interest on crop loans, the Centre also needs to come up
with an effective crop insurance scheme. The existing schemes cover banks' loans and not the farmers' risk of repeated crop loss. Also, reports
suggest that only 20% of farmers are covered under the Centre's crop insurance scheme that provides a safety net for farm loan dues in case of crop
damage.

I urge the Government to look into the matter immediately in all the nine States and provide adequate amount of aid. If we lose the faith of our
farmers any more than we already have, it will be great disservice to the entire nation. Kindly provide 2500 crores of rupees to Karnataka state for
relief work.
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DR. HEENA VDAYKUMAR GAVIT (NANDURBAR): Hon. Deputy-Speaker, thank you for giving me this opportunity. My colleagues have already
expressed their views on drought in different parts of the country. I come from the State of Maharashtra which has also been hit by drought. Along
with Vidarbha and Marathwada, North Maharashtra is also reeling under the drought like situation. To tackle this drought like situation the State
Government has already taken steps like creation of cattle camps, supply of water through tankers, availability of fodder for cattle at the doorsteps
of the farmers, waiver of education fees, renovation of village wells and initiation of well recharge projects. Under the severe grip of water scarcity in
several parts of the State, Maharashtra Government has sought financial assistance to the tune of Rs. 4000 crore from the Central Government.
Although the Government has announced a relief package for drought affected areas, these sorts of quick fix solutions are not enough to solve the
ground level problems. No temporary solutions will help overcome the drought like situation in the future and so whatever plans we make should not
be restricted only to four to five years but we must focus on the next 25 years. The problem of suicide amongst farmers should be tackled in a
holistic way.

Sir, response to drought is generally reactive in terms of crisis management. I would like to suggest to the hon. Minister through you that whatever
plans we make or whatever strategies we make should be more of a pro-active nature rather than being of a reactive nature to the drought like
situation. Whatever policies the Central Government makes in regard to tackling drought is more or less on a general basis for the whole country. We
must focus more on the geographical areas and the climatic conditions in those areas.

Sir, T would like to make some suggestions to the hon. Minister through you. There should be promotion of various macro and micro level adaptation
strategies amongst farmers with the help of Government officials to cope with the drought. We should also focus on developing, introducing and
implementing water harvesting practices at the community level and in situ water harvesting practices to save wastage of water. Traditional flood
irrigation practices should be replaced by water saving irrigation practices like drip irrigation or sprinkler irrigation. Introduction of less water
consuming crops and drought resistant varieties of crops should be explored as a way of increasing resilience against drought and reducing the crop
failures in the dry spells. Crop insurance should be strengthened. In the National Agricultural Insurance Scheme for field crops and weather based
insurance scheme for fruit crops, the revenue circle is notified and considered for giving insurance. Instead of this, the village level should be
considered and crop insurance compensation should be given to the farmers. I would like to say that when a revenue circle is concerned, there are a
few farmers who are badly affected and there are many farmers whose farms may not be that much damaged, but because of considering a revenue
circle what happens is that an average is taken and an overall average of damage for that area is less and so the farmers who are badly affected do
not get the compensation to the extent that they should get. So, my suggestion to the hon. Minister is that instead of having a revenue circle, he
should consider notifying an insurance scheme where particular focus is at a village level and try to give benefit to as many farmers as possible.

Sir, I come from the State of Maharashtra and what we have observed in our State is that after granting crop insurance to a farmer by the National
Crop Insurance by Mumbai, the claim amount is not deposited to the account of the farmer in time and so I would also like to make a suggestion
that the banks should be given a stipulated time and by that they should deposit the amount that is granted to the farmer. Also, it has been
observed that the premium amount of crop insurance is not paid by the banks to the AIC, Mumbai in time. In such cases, the banks should be held
responsible for the same.

In the case of weather based Fruit Crop Insurance Scheme, automatic weather units are installed far away from the villages. Thus, they
cannot be computed properly. So, individual farmer's computation should be made easy.

In my parliamentary constituency, Nandurbar, fruits like pomegranate, guava and papaya are cultivated on a large scale but in the Fruit Insurance
Scheme, only banana and mango crops are included. I would like to request that, along with banana and mango, fruits like pomegranate, guava,
papaya and watermelon should also be included in the Fruit Crop Insurance Scheme.

The worst hit during drought are the poor and marginal farmers. So, it is important that we must focus our attention on them to see how their
farming can be improved. We must provide them with advanced mechanisation and this should be given at subsidized rates so that the conditions of
the farmers are improved.

Seed Bank, Disease Resistant Gene Bank, Village Water Bank, Nutrient Bank, etc. should be established at the village level and subsidy should
be given by the Government to the farmers for the same.

Krishi Vigyan Kendras should be strengthened. As regards Custom Hiring Centres, equipment are purchased by a group of farmers and the
needy farmers can hire these equipments. These equipment can be given to the people as and when they are required.



Integrated farming system should be introduced and farmers should be given loans at low interest rates to start additional business like
poultry, fishery, cattle farms, etc.

I hope the hon. Minister will consider my suggestions so that they can benefit the farmers who are suffering due to the drought situation.
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+*DR. RATNA DE (NAG) (HOOGHLY) : Drought in India has almost become a regular and recurring feature year after year. There is no stopping
of this hardship on the States. Centre's benevolence rarely meets the State's financial requirement or demand. This has become the hallmark of
Centre-State relationship over the years. States are treated step-motherly, to say the least. In a federal structure, both Centre and States have a say
but the sway of Centre is heard more and carried away with all the financial might with the result States are left to fend for themselves. West Bengal
is one such States which faces drought or drought like situation every year.

It is tragic to know that as many as eight States have reported occurrence of drought this year, out of which seven have sought more than Rs.24,000
crore as financial assistance from the Centre under National Disaster Response Force (NDRF). This was the response of the Government in Rajya
Sabha.

This year too, a drought like situation is prevailing in West Bengal. West Bengal Chief Minister Kumari Mamata Banerjee recently sanctioned Rs.50
crore for the people affected by a drought like situation in Purulia district.

With drought like situation prevailing in 8 States, our villages are expected to face a sharp spike in food prices in 2016. This is also due to a second
straight year of drought in the country. Cost of sugar and milk too has gone up considerably, apart from other essential commodities.

Our Chief Minister, Kumari Mamata Banerjee had expressed concern over the drought situation in West Bengal. We allege that the NDA-led BIP
government at the Centre has failed to make serious efforts in providing relief to farmers across the country, in general, and in West Bengal, in
particular. Farmers committing suicide is continuing

We could see prolonged heat wave in West Bengal for long resulting in fast receding level of water in West Bengal. The side effect of this problem is



drinking water in West Bengal has become scarce. How can farmers draw enough water for farming? If this pathetic situation continues, we could
find shortage of vegetables too.

It is to our West Bengal Government's and our Chief Minister's credit that we had put in place measures to tackle the situation at a time of rising
deaths of distressed potato farmers. She had also convened a meeting of agriculture department officials. West Bengal at her own level is helping
the farmers who are facing drought with drought-resistant paddy seeds and other inputs that will help cut costs.

It is to be noted that nearly 60 per cent of West Bengal's farm activity is rain-fed with the western districts of Bankura, Birbhum, Purulia and Paschim
Medinipur being among the drought-prone districts which have received less rainfall this year too like the earlier year 2014-15 Kharif season. It is
common knowledge that these districts lack irrigation facilities, and cultivation is mainly rain-fed. West Bengal Government is of firm conviction that
this strategy would result in increased crop productivity.

Additionally the government of West Bengal is also emphasizing on the use of farm mechanisation and modernisation. The aim and objective of West
Bengal Government is to encourage small and marginal farmers to use equipment such as harvesters and to make them available equipment to small
farmers. Here, encouraging rainwater harvesting would go a long way and assumes paramount importance and renewed focus in view of the
impending rainfall shortage.

Having said as to what West Bengal Government and our Chief Minister, Kumari Mamata Banerjee has been doing in the last 6 months to help the
farmers to tide over the drought like situation, I would like to add that West Bengal is one of the 8 States which is facing its worst agricultural crisis
in recent years with vast stretches of West Bengal being declared as drought-hit by our Government in West Bengal. The drought situation in West
Bengal has reached an alarming proportion.

We demand that West Bengal be declared as "drought-hit" and the most affected areas of West Bengal region as "calamity-hit", followed by
generous release of financial assistance to tide over the situation.

In the end, I would like to strongly urge the Central Government to extend generous financial assistance to States, particularly the West Bengal
which is facing drought year after year.
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*SHRI B. VINOD KUMAR (KARIMNAGAR) : The nation is reeling under the effects of severe drought. 18 states, which is more than half the
total, and 302 out of the total number of 676 districts, have become drought affected due to a deficit in monsoon rainfall. The rabi crop is in grave
danger and the already embattled Indian farmer is facing yet another crisis. This danger must also draw our attention to the harsh reality of climate
change, a danger that becomes more ominous by the year, and the need for urgent and substantial action is reminded to us all once again.

My own state of Telangana has experienced the bitter reality of having to live without water for far too long, and in fact that was one of the key
factors for us demanding a separate state where we would be in charge of our destiny. Already the government of Telangana is working in overdrive
to overcome the irrigation deficit through its mammoth Mission Kakatiya and Water Grid programmes, but the neglect of the past decades cannot be
overcome in a few months. 231 mandals have been declared as drought affected and this action has been taken on the District Collectors’
recommendations based on drought guidelines.

The districts wise break down of affected mandals are as follows -
1. Mahabubnagar (64)

2. Medak (46)

3. Nizamabad (36)

4. Ranga Reddy (33)

5. Karimnagar (19)

6. Nalgonda (22)

7. Warangal (11)

Telangana State as a whole received 634 mm rainfall against the normal of 814 mm this year, which is a 22 per cent deficit. The situation is similar
to 2009-10, when the state faced a severe drought. Production of foodgrains is likely to be affected badly since cultivation of paddy, which comprises
more than 50 per cent (10.59 lakh hectares) of total foodgrain (20.56 lakh hectares) cultivation of paddy, which comprises more than 50 per cent



(10.59 lakh hectares) of total foodgrain (20.65 lakh hectares) cultivation in Kharif; is just about one-third (5.26 lakh hectare) of the normal extent till
September first week and less than 50 per cent for the season.

The details of rainfall deficit is as follows (as of 7th September 2015)

District Normal Actual Deviation
Adilabad 862 840 -26%
Nizamabad 737 383 -48%
Karimnagar 689 467 -32%
Medak 568 311 -45%
Rangareddy 468 293 -37%
Mahabubnagar 345 224 -35%
Nalgonda 423 398 -06%
Warangal 675 702 +04%
Khammam 724 768 +06%

The other key challenge the state is facing is declining ground water. This is also a problem in the rest of the country and most states are witnessing
this phenomenon owing to indiscriminate construction of borewells. There needs to be stringent enforcement to curb this practice accompanied by
adequate creation of public irrigation networks so that people are not forced to set up their own wells. In this regard, the Centre must provide
assistance to the States and work on the Krishi Sinchai Yojana is welcome.

With regard to Telangana, the Groundwater Department estimated that the average groundwater level for the state in October was 11.80 meters
against 9.30 meters in the same month last year. The fall in average water levels was observed in the range of 0.10 meters to 7.10 meters in all
districts. The stress on groundwater has been not only due to the deficit but also the abnormal distribution of rainfall pattern which failed to
recharge whatever quantity of water was available below the ground.

Thus the state is facing an overall water shortage crisis and central assistance is required to prevent the crisis from turning into a calamity.

I Demands that the Centre should allocate INR 2,514 crore to the state of Telangana to help it tide over this crisis. Relief amount should cover crop
loss as well as input cost for next section. Sharecroppers and farmers taking land on lease/rent should also be protected. Crop losses less than the
arbitrarily-decided minimum threshold should also be covered. Direct linkage of farmers with insurance companies is required so as to avoid the
confusion which arises when the banks play the role of intermediary. Unit of insurance should shift from area-based approach to taking the individual
farmer's survey number/land holding as a unit.
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HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Shrimati Krishna Raj to only ask a question from the hon. Minister.

offerct oo a1 (emesieiaz): uwrengt A, wewas, [ e 2 o1 gwol @1 s [ arerefler s} St o a3 Recpa ol a3l A an el B a0l Aol arer xdi
dfe Sor a=n @2 @l &, sArdl AR aun a2 W B, sw A« gcrrn Afver i aerefr didfl St A sroton aisdt § @ Roaell @ garast o ot Tar 3 o sa sl A
val.3Lamz.ew, o @ vr.glaneew, o G0 3 &, so Tl an ot R Brad sz uz, oifdl B Fa2 uz dien &, aen 326 O Sifa eaa: w18 @ftp aa ugaer o g
wIN?

gardt arer g & R g fawer o sar en 15 ardfag s 3 arse 3 R @ ver an gty 3wz gder A Siel uz v &, agl gamasn & R srn sity sial w2 sison &, agl i
g & forem oram; Deft Refer & ... (suaerer)

oft Jasht var. uer (Smellz): Suregt #AKG, 21 Arololl aicfl w@lga 3 ften wwarer & B aifesst 3 sl St o war 5 32 B sl e ordl and 2 Afsor war @5 Jor 3 &a
g b a5z 3% ) @ B o ordl 3 oY Rl aedecen @@l @53 v & a Alaol o fwer 3 aiffrerd o sifed 34 E, sorn) oidl 39 Aol apr g e Y ar B3 Al
dlon @1 21 oz 3 8 a1 8 Srafds warea &t averd Bowaz 9 8 o &, ord warer ster d) &) & a3 grar siffrnifel @1 seneier 3 s ARmsne 3 fPeseer 35 e il oft awn
@33, @15 oft 3 Sroren are &)

SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB (CUTTACK): Sir, the Minister made a very forceful diposition, but I would say that he forgot about one luminary from
Bihar who led this Ministry and led this country to the green revolution. He was Babu Jagjivan Ram. It was during his tenure and his effort that
during Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri's Prime Ministership Babu Jagjivan Ram was Agriculture Minister and during Shrimati Gandhi's time,

HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Okay, please ask your question.

SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB : But my guestion here is relating to expansion of ICAR activities gerger 3fiz Rreigel ¥ aiy 3 amusl @&l Wb SIEEIIR 3
arereret $3tesie 3 ap¥sore @t and in pulses there is a national institute in Kanpur. Are you going to expand, especially, in areas where more areas are
getting drought-affected like in Odisha? st srerr arerr $3dtesie vawids asvar & fom o @2 23 & ar aidf?

w3 ard & ot eIlG 3 adac @2 @ 3, I would have been happy if other Ministers would have participated in this deliberation. asfi=ft <5t fawe garte
dor 3t am 8 & .2 B Bawa & o spr o wekr 30,000, 40,000 a@r wo der @ A §, sa aom ag 3A au aél wan, he is not able to get any other
benefit, which one is supposed to get in KCC. serrt amu 2isgs @z dfifsre s d.2ft.2ft. B gy gor 3 foaar Bwae wrget &, et gy wiiweaftyecer o Afder ordf
farer %1 3

SHRI P. KARUNAKARAN (KASARGOD): The hon. Minister mentioned about the introduction of Soil Health Cards, which is a good thing. I myself have
participated in one such programme in my district. At the same time, the work is being done at the primary level. How is the Government going to
implement it at the grass-roots level? My suggestion is that Panchayats should also be included in this.



SHRI B. VINOD KUMAR (KARIMNAGAR): Sir, the Minister made a detailed reply, but he has forgotten to clarify two important issues. One is with
regard to the drought relief sought by the States. My State of Telangana has requested for a relief of Rs. 2,000 crore in order to take care of the
input subsidy for the farmers, cattle fodder and also for drinking water.

Secondly, the Government has increased the MSP of cotton by Rs. 50 only. The MSP of cotton last year was Rs. 4,050. They have increased it only by
Rs. 50 this year We requested the Government to increase the MSP of cotton price to Rs. 5,000. I would like to know whether the Government is
taking any steps to increase the MSP of cotton.

off gvar R (o) : arrorsiter Bt aid} Sft of aga ypraonet adids 3 amell ara 3 &) 3 ves BEmen &, sl AbiEer B aou @l B ad wdl & i Im yoa B
3fo]9TE 3 M U2 AR D& a1 §, frell adbider wifai Sacu 6t a1t off, 3omt 3 90 yferora xrel, Saifds udt 3¢ & 0@ @™ ordl &l &, amu &3 Idhidar @1 Sacu Bt
iz 321 uitrefidt @ Sacu w51, uE an el @fge) el Feaar aerer 3 W widl acen, asi arrge gl aifde, wbider el el anfée; s FHur amu arss,

oft e rsar Ris: wdlgy, & Rwa o wgeauof 8, vas wrbfar w1 aie v d@d @
SHRI SATYAPAL SINGH (SAMBHAL): Sir, I wish to seek one clarification.
HON. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: We have to take up the Private Members' Business.

oft ien Hlsot Riw: 3 391 ser aiden ddiaa, ol aaren [y @id ¥ seae ol Reieler & Ry Rsirer @ Jildeen st ot usan &, 261 u2 sl ofdl dien & o was gt Sit
arsadl 3, Rrrhl dar 331 A aaf ordl & o, s, Rar, dseng of B3 s & R Rt daria o efyen afs 400 vos 2 i dear 500 vws o1 gan 8, aga a8
i &, s 301 23l Repiferl 3 ordl smist, Aftsor ger fremas? Rsarmor oY Qe asa 3fiz @ a3 apier ofdl, 23 sl I3 HA B, sa o dian diston 3 sadbl
@I 5% w3 33 & 3 v gurret S 81, ag ursgoft &Y. (suaerer) arser va i yeier wd ... (Interruptions)

ddr 3 faerzur it @en 3, st A AR & asftadt 8, ag @t &) swor wsEl A sierwrd ot afte radr aifcrr e gaor dior ardior uaet aivarer 3 fen; Jor 9 B VA
fseremaest @) g, Sirerar3l @l gerrn 3 xg asi B scpic Sft &, 3335 usd gwror asRl B AR @ garen en, aferdl o) e en, daenge A el A sorasd et ot
gt 2reflem w2 g 8 3fie s aa aifderer u A 33 Prase sifdw 9 & ener are &

anidsfeer & fwa 3 fere oite daer 3 ol gs erazen & oidl, ., s i dsira s Asde oidl &) arorella Aeva ot it warer 3owEn &, A3 o1 A5 ey dief} siie ardbidar &
atfflsaret za1 Aoredls o & aiis gt eopen 3uA 50 adbesr @Y Siist sRn o) 33 IRI S9701 AT AIBIT B oidl e e, Aol @ &9 3iow sl @ & 33 ) v wdbe B 3o
$-nrbfdar ot cazan 2, and. &) & wazen &, wvrgeasss abider, sl 33 5w B oas A o ARbTA 3 SNt Blarer &, ag oft sy ves & yosrz B B 33 s B A
a2t 3 ere] 8l uew ande 3 aferr e & afiy giy 9 srerr Brewt &) 15w A3l A art BIA-GXY A5 Uep Alel s sig Faz 8 RN 0w A of I @) w2 e arhl
msﬁmmstaﬁrﬁm%am-ax:m‘iﬁZUUQSUmmmﬁmw@&mtaia:wmﬁgﬁxmasdhﬁmsﬁlaﬁméﬂ,?Ban
ot 301 rseli & dide B AemH @ Forewt was Afvedr Rl @9 Az 32 gy Jor & wdbe @ SIS,

a1 oo fwer e o en @G ot Ak &Y art 3, ol a0l AsrI & oifFd agme &) dol 33 o1 watfee @ ol sarol 2f &t 3, 3D @ 9 aarn, A A e RN @ ) Sff
siuett 2l el @2 diel 28 & 5 3odiol weiteas @ 4030 wsrrn & &) Ricon Baris ven ar, 33h 4030 Harien swor &) &) zefl a5l of Bais @& ol a0l weleaw @1
403l fem, oY 321 218 e srn [ sicfl Sft Ao amer w3 s 2@ & @ Iodior 4050 e F snua) acren ae g B 3ud usal 3 welew I aia A A s, i wollen
of il REwie Reen, ag en ves e @wds HUW @1, 37 33 e srN I AR ESI2 IS HUY| SHDT Aclerd I3 ARY 3 gfarert &en arm g6l Iod 40sf e ao1 Rear
feerren are 3 25 st 21l 3 S s ane &, oY usel B R B Fais &) aw gleor afdr Seft off, gar 3331 Sopn, are spn wgrRw ot Y Reifer 3 3. (wwauror)

ad1GR, oTofle e &t it wgcagul &) Raor guriell, St 25w & sig2 &, 30 U2 321 Brigun ol &) Afdol, 3PR M 32 Hdwr A B RIpRIT 39 Al 3 33 Rarsen

argete St T age areet Foia o e 3 s g [ s 3u w2 sbflear 3 far ©E) gasel, Riege & fQuer 3 s we gaol @ e 2 s 300 oftt Ristrer dedl 3 aetsor
3z 200 ot fRrsirer A5oql A frerset foar smeem; ool St Isd Fx0 8, I3 Aeel I 3 Sroredl aidion A Muds rer acion 3z el siftrpiiyel @ oft @ acion Js Bifa su
A was ascaqyl fwer 2 ot 331 w Rar fsen smoe, ... (Rt

HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is over. You go and meet the Minister. Now we are taking Private Members' Business. We have already exceeded the
time. I cannot extend it further.



