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Title: Further discussion on the drought situation in various parts of the countrty raised by Shri Jyotiradiya M. Scindia on the 7th December, 2015
(Discussion not concluded).
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*DR. KULMANI SAMAL (JAGATSINGHPUR) : In relation to the discussion, I would like to opine that most of the States of our country namely,
Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Karnataka, Uttar Pradesh, Odisha, West Bengal, etc. are facing the drought situation due to erratic
behavior of Monsoon. The failure of south west monsoon has affected severely the people in different parts of our country. It is to be noted that
around seventy five percentages of rainfall occurs during the period from June to September. So, the water we get during the monsoon should be
harvested appropriately so that the shortage of water could be addressed at the time of necessity. It is known to all that once monsoon fails in the
country, the livelihood of majority of rural populace gets affected. Subsequently, the country faces crop failure leading to increase in prices of food
items as well as other essential materials. It is not only that agriculture is affected because of the scanty rainfall, but also the industrial sector which
needs a lot of water for the purpose of production.

Recently, the suicide by farmers has become common news in all parts of the country. This is happening when the farmers are unable to meet the
expectation to produce the quantity of crops for their livelihood. If the same could not happen, might be, because of crop failure due to lack of rainfall
leading to drought or due to excess rainfall leading to flood, he does not see any other option to lead his life and to feed his family. Consequently, the
loser is the farmer who is depending on agriculture. It is a matter of question as to what is responsible for this type of natural calamities.

The level of pollution has increased manifold over the period of time. As we are relying more upon industrial economy as one of the most important
parameters of development, the level of pollution is bound to increase. We are also not showing seriousness towards forest management which is
the source of water cycle, Over the period of time, the rapid depletion of forest cover has become responsible for water stress leading to drought.
India has a forest cover of 76 million hectares which is 23% of its total geographical area. This area is much lower than the prescribed global norm
of 33%. The forest protests sail erosion, increases rainfall and controls floods and landslide, etc. So, the loss of forest is directly responsible for
destruction caused by climate change.

I would like to state further that even after 68 years of independence, we have failed to approach an efficient irrigation system and water
management policy as per the requirement of different geographical areas of our country. I feel, we have to strengthen the community based water
harvesting system as well as irrigation system in the country, especially in the areas where there is no river system or any other source of water.

At the other end, we have also emphasized upon river-linking project. The river linking project will definitely sort out the problem either caused by
flood or drought. So, the same would be immensely beneficial for farmers of both the flood prone as well as drought hit areas all over the country.
We should wholeheartedly expedite the process of river linking project in all the states.

In this regard, I would like to tell that we do not have any direct control over the rainfall or on monsoon. But we can have the control to harvest
water in scientific ways for the purpose. So, the initiative for the purpose should also be taken into consideration in order to protect the farmers from
drought.



* SHRI KESINENI SRINIVAS (VIJAYAWADA) : 2015 is the second straight year of drought in India. 302 of the 640 districts have received
deficit rainfall of at least 20% compared to normal. Two consecutive years of drought translates into 4 failed cropping seasons. This state of affairs
has wreaked havoc in the lives of farmers in the 9 drought affected states of the country.

According to the Socio Economic and Caste Census data, 833 million people that is 73% of India's population lives in rural areas. Out of this 833
million, 670 million people live below the poverty line i.e. earning less that Rs.33 per person per day. Independent surveys designed by economists
Jean Dreze and Reetika Khera have reported that eight of every ten households in western UP's Bundelkhand region are eating rotis with spices and
salt. Upto 17% of all households in Bundelkhand have replaced regular meals with rotis made of grass and half of all household had not eaten
vegetables in over 10 days.

The crises in the 9 drought affected states of Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh, Odisha, Madhya
Pradesh and Telangana have been further aggravated by the poor health of the rural economy and mounting farm debts.

Host of factors like drought, unseasonal rainfall, hailstroms, floods and structural factors like rising farm debt, high input costs, small size of land
holdings, low Minimum Support Price for crops, poor availability of institutional finance, low investment in rural infrastructure and slow rate of farm
modernization have left the farmers in distress.

In 2014, the number of suicide by farmers and farm labourers was 5% higher than in 2013. The Accidental Deaths and Suicides in India (ADSI)
report published by the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) put the number of people who committed suicide in 2014 at 12,360. 5650 were
farmers and 6710 were agricultural labourers. 20.6% of the 5650 farmer suicides were due to bankruptcy and indebtedness and 16.8% were
because of crop failure.

While these are just numbers, let us imagine the plight of the families these farmers left behind. There are scores of ageing parents whose sons
committed suicide because of the adverse farming environment in the country, scores of school going children who were forced to drop out of school
work as labourers to support their families. We would fail as a nation if we cannot wipe tears from farmers' eyes.

There are various reasons for agrarian crises in India today and we must address the root cause of the problems.

The small landholdings in the country are further getting reduced every year. In Andhra Pradesh, the average size of the land holdings have declined
from 2.5 hectares in the early 1970s to 1.20 hectares in 2005-06. This only shows that the peasants are increasingly being marginalised. The NCRB
data on farmer suicides for the year 2014 shows that 72.4% of the farmers who committed suicide were small and marginal farmers with less than 2
hectares of land.

In rural areas, the informal lenders are charging interests rates of upto 50% per annum. In this situation, even one season of crop failure forces
farmers into a vicious cycle of debt. Here we are talking about four failed cropping seasons.

The major cause reported by most of the victims' households is accumulated debt for digging or deepening of wells and repeated crop losses or the
failure of bore wells. According to a case study, in one village thirty years ago there were only six tube wells and the water table was at shallow
level of six feet from the surface. But by 1998, there were 1800 borewells, half of which were dry and water table was at 240 feet. As per a study
done by agricultural economist P Sainath, in Musapally village in Nalgonda district of undivided Andhra Pradesh there were 6000 borewells dug to
cultivate an area of 2000 acres. Out of these 6000 wells, 85% have failed. Attempts to source ground water for irrigation are proving to be a costly
affair as the water table further recedes.

The case is similar in most states; traditional ways of cultivation have given way to water intensive ways. The states of Punjab and Haryana are
suffering a similar decline in water table. Planting of water intensive crops in arid regions is wreaking havoc on the environment, damaging soil, and
causing agrarian distress.

During a recent interaction in Hyderabad, hon. Minister of Rural Development Chaudhary Birender Singh ji shared the idea of revival of traditional
village ponds and water bodies in the country. I did a little search and found out that this is a very sustainable and successful model. There are
numerous examples of villages which have ensured adequate water supply throughout the year by using ponds and traditional water bodies. Farmers
in Punjab, Dewas in Madhya Pradesh are actively using ponds for irrigation purpose.

India's Waterman Rajender Singh has shown that revival of traditional water systems can enable cultivation in even deserts. In a span of two
decades he has worked to revive over 8600 'Johads' or traditional water structures in Rajasthan. These ancient structures were used to collect
rainwater around 1500 BC and have helped improve ground water levels apart from storing water for daily use. In many places where 'Johads' were
developed, the depth of underground water rose from about 100 meters to between 13 and 3 meters. The area under cropping increased from 11%
to 70% and the area under double cropping went from 3% to 50%. Further, the forest cover expanded from 7% to 40% . We must replicate this
model in other drought hit regions of the country.

My constituency of Vijayawada suffers from water shortages even though the Krishna River flows through the region. We should create a strong



network for irrigation using surface water. In the state of Andhra Pradesh, we have Krishna and Godavari rivers; still major parts of the state are
reeling under acute drought. Under the visionary leadership of our Chief Minister Shri Chandrababu Naidu, Andhra Pradesh launched the Neeru Chettu
Program. The program aims to plant trees in all districts of the state and rejuvenate water bodies in the state. Water tanks and bodies were desilted
on a massive scale and this had led to an increase in water storage capacity of the tanks. This farsighted program has been a boon to the farmers.
The Neeru Chettu program has the following objectives.

(1)Inventory of existing water harvesting structures and repairs needed.

(2)Construction of new water harvesting structures using remote sensing technology.

(3)Construction of targeted recharge structures (root water harvesting, artificial recharge of aquifers and defunct wells).

(4) Restoration of major, medium and minor irrigation systems (repair of breach of structures and supply channels, desilting of tanks.
(5) Participatory Hydrological Monitoring (surface and groundwater) for community water audit and crop water budgeting.
(6)Promoting sustainable water use by improved Irrigation and Agricultural practices.

Our hon. Chief Minister, Shri Chandrababu Naidu's commitment to farmers is such that the state successfully completed the Pattiseema lift irrigation
project in record time of six months.

The Pattiseema lift irrigation project, taps surplus Godavari river water flowing into the sea and diverts it to the Krishna river for supply to the
Krishna delta and Rayalaseema. 80tmc of water is being transferred from Godavari river to Krishna delta. Of the 80TMC of Godavari water, 10TMC
will be diverted to domestic and industrial users in major towns in Krishna and West Godavari districts. The remaining 70 TMC will be released for
irrigation in Krishna and West Godavari districts, enough to irrigate 7 lakh acres of paddy fileds. Additional 80 TMC of Godavari water in the Krishna
delta means the pressure to supply water from river Krishna eases and the Krishna water can be saved and stored at Srisailam dam, from where it
can be supplied to the drought-prone Rayalaseema region.

These timely and visionary interventions by the state government has definitely helped in reducing the severity of drought in some regions but still 7
of the 13 districts in the state of Andhra Pradesh are reeling under drought. The situation in Rayalaseema and Uttar Andhra is severe and farmers
need immediate support. We urge the Central Government to provide drought relief funds to the State of Andhra Pradesh at the earliest. Further, I
request the Central Government to disburse its share of funds for the Pollavaram project and support the state government for the completion of the
project on a war footing. Pollavaram will help bring water to the parched parts of the state and improve rural livelihood.

The government's effort to bring in more and more people into the formal lending sector are laudable but clearly more needs to be done. Crop
insurance and claim making has become a painful process. Sometimes, land surveyors are not even visiting the field for the survey but just basing
their numbers as per who gives them more bribes. In the case where the survey takes place, it is both very late and just by means of eye
estimation. We need to reassure our farmers through better means of crop insurance and quicker delivery mechanism in times of crop damage and
failure.

Last month, we visited National Remote Sensing Centre in Hyderabad as part of the Consultative Committee of Rural Development's tour. The kind
of advances in satellite imaging and analysis that our scientists have achieved is remarkable. We understand that there are means to estimate crop
damage in case of natural calamities by comparing pre and post calamity image of the fields. Use of this technology will aid in faster assessment of
crop damage based assessment of crop damage will be a major improvement over the manual assessment that takes eternity to complete and is
fraught with manpower hurdles and corruption. Further, we can use drone technology for quicker assessment of crop damage and disburse funds to
farmers at the earliest. In an age, where we are technology behemoth, not using technology to help our farmers is almaost criminal.

Another important reason for farm distress is the low or sometimes negative returns on many agricultural produce. As per studies done by
Agricultural Economist Ashok Gulati on the data collected by Commission for Agriculture Costs and Prices (CACP), there is a small positive return of
6.5% on paddy and this too only in states where the MSP system is strong. In the case of groundnut, Ragi, Moong and Sun Flower seed there is a
negative return of 4%, 20%, 3.5% and 8% respectively. Such losses on farm produce are pushing farmers to the wall.

The targeted rate of growth of agriculture sector accroding to the 12th Five Year Plan is 4%, however a severe drought situation could lead to
negative growth in the sector that grew at a dismal rate of 0.2% in 2014-15, The biggest challenge is to provide immediate income support to the
farmers as we take steps to fix structual anomalies in the system. This immediate support could be in the form of increased spending on jobs
guarantee scheme and rural infrastructure creation. In the long run we need to make structural changes in pricing strategy for farm produce, provide
effective crop insurance, organised credit and ensure that best technologies are used at farms that conserve resources and improve yields. The
example of drip irrigation from Israel is worth mentioning. Drip Irrigation is Israel has helped the desert nation conserve water and ensure food
security. We can draw lessons from there.

Further, we need to intensify efforts to develop drought and flood tolerant crops. There are numerous varieties of crops that have been traditionally
tolerant to droughts. We should encourage merging of this drought tolerant gene into the high yielding variety of grains. I am happy to learn that
Kerala Agriculture University has developed a saline tolerant variety of rice and is using it in coastal areas. Similar work has been done using
traditional genes from the Sunderbans in West Bengal. The rich plant diversity in our country provides a vast gene pool to develop drought and flood
tolerant crops.

1 believe that the next stage of food security challenge to India will come from the unpredictable weather. We must develop a comprehensive plan to
insure ourselves against the vagaries of climate change, even as we work with other nations to reach an agreement on Climate Change in Paris. The
farmers of the country deserve our utmost attention and we must create an eco system where farmers don't barely survive but thrive. I urge the
Central Government to look into the immediate demands of the 9 drought affected states, including Andhra Pradesh and release necessary funds so
that the states farmers suffer no more.
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+*DR. MAMTAZ SANGHAMITA (BARDHMAN DURGAPUR) : Drought is a condition which happens to be an impact of short term environmental
mishaps as well as a continuous long term process. Interactive environmental changes tropical monsoon character of the country less amount of
rainfall in our country by south west monsoon and global climatic change, leads to soil erosion, soil devastation, increase in ground water level
depth, reduction in river bed and less water reserves in lakes and other water reserves. About one sixth of land area, 12% of population is drought

prone.

At this moment 302 districts of eight states are affected by drought. In West Bengal after flood and due to less rainfall, yields of crops is suspected
to be less in Bengal this year. Drought affects the life, society and nation in various ways and losses are enormous and sometimes irreversible.
Meteorological drought reduces soil moisture and enables recharge of soil moisture, leads to surface run off and reduction of ground water level.

Two third of our agricultural land is water fed so it leads to less cultivation and shortfall of agricultural products as well as fodder feed. Import of
foodgrains become extreme necessity which leads to economic burden. However, India manages to build a buffer stock because it partly retains
green field.

Impact is drastic in case of social structure and economy which leads to poverty, famine, ill health, malnutrition and increases death rate and
reduces the productive population and children and cattle.

Economic loss is due to crop and fodder deficiency, more monitory loss due to irrigation and water supply maintenance. Even the business related to
water transport and hydro electric power generation is hampered.

Environmental impact is disruption of eco-balance of fish, cattle and wild life habitat. Wild life migration is another burden over the nearby villages.
There is lack of drinking water for man and animal and the poor quality of soil produces damage to further food production. In this situation not only
the drought affected areas are suffering but in other areas people migrates in search of job, food and shelter which creates big problem for the
whole nation.

Drought is a continuous and recurrent problem. The immediate help from government and non-government agencies is a temporary relief but
actually it needs a permanent solution. As a temporary measure Central Disaster Management and the State Disaster Management are



supplementing with food and money. There is a plan for seed subsidy and diesel subsidy which is very necessary for the present and future situation.

As drought is a recurrent phenomenon like in West Bengal, Jharkhand and it comes in every 5-6 years and in other states like Maharastra, Karnataka
the frequency is 2-3 years, we should seek permanent solution, methods of prevention and early management.

For global warming, it needs international interference, international rules on carbon emission, sea water pollution, etc. Preservation of natural lakes,
improvement of depth of river beds, rain water harvesting, etc. is required More of water needs to be taken through canals from rivers. There is need
for implementation of interventions on perennial horticulture crops under MIDH and additional fodder development programme under RKVY.
Scientists are researching on artificial rain by cloud seedling.

So, drought is a universal problem. We should deal with it on a war footing.
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HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Once again I want to bring to the notice of the hon. Members that the hon. Minister is going to reply today itself. So, we
have to complete the discussion somewhat early.

Also, I am having a list of nearly 20 Members who are yet to speak. If any Member wants to lay his written speech on the Table of the House, that is
allowed. Therefore, Members can do that also.
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SHRI ASADUDDIN OWAISI (HYDERABAD): Hon. Deputy Speaker Sir, the drought situation in the country is very grave and never in the last 15 years
have we seen such kind of drought in our country. I propose to the Government that it is very important and it is the need of the hour that the hon.
Prime Minister calls a meeting of all the seven States who are suffering an unprecedented drought. That meeting has to be chaired immediately by
the Prime Minister if he cannot visit these drought-affected States.

The second point is that in Uttar Pradesh, especially in Bundelkhand, we have seen that because of severe drought, poor people are consuming rotis
made of grass and sabzis made of wheat. What we are seeing is that the ruling party over there is celebrating birthday parties and eating cakes and



the poor people are force to eat rotis made of grass and sabzis made of wheat. It is really shameful. This is not said by me but it is a survey done by
Shri Yogendra Yadav under Swaraj Abhiyan which says that out of seven districts in Uttar Pradesh, 80 per cent of the households have decreased
consumption of daa/and milk for the small children. This is an emergency situation and I hope that the Government will respond. ...(Interruptions) 1
also want to ask the hon. Minister of Agriculture to please find out if this is a man-made situation in Bundelkhand. A special package of Rs 7,266
crore was also given as drought relief in 2009. What has happened to that? Where has that money gone? It is the Government of India money.

The next point is regarding MGNREGA. If a State declares a drought, under MGNREGA, one is entitled for 150 days of work. But you can find out that
not even 100 days' work is given in any State. I also want to know why this Government has brought a bad name to the legacy of Shri Vajpayee. This
Government has phased out the Antyodaya scheme. Specially when States are facing drought, you have issued executive order whereby no new
Antyodaya Card can be given, you have made Aadhar mandatory and you have freezed the whole coverage. Can you relax that? Your executive order
was issued on March 28 by the Department of Food and Public Distribution. Please amend it or remove it because things are very bad on the ground.

Now I come to my home State of Telangana. Already my State has spent Rs 118 crore under SDRF. That is not enough but that is the most the
State Government can do. They have declared 231 mandals as drought-affected and in the last 20 years Telangana has faced 18 years of drought.
That is why the State Government is asking the Central Government for Rs 2,514 crore. The Government has Rs 5,690 crore under NDRF. It is high
time that Telangana is given its rightful share. My State is demanding Rs 2,514 and this is very important because Rs 134 crore is required for
drinking water for Hyderabad city alone,

Lastly, I come to Maharashtra. About 15,000 villages have been declared as drought-affected. In Marathwada, more than 1,500 farmers have
committed suicide, the highest being in Beed, Nanded, Aurangabad and other places. I do not know what the Government is doing. Why can you not
call the national banks and tell them, 'For God's sake, give them new loans, and restructure the new loans.' If you have the power, please waive off
the loans because 1500 farmers have committed suicide in Marathwada alone. With the beef ban imposed by the State Government, the poor farmer
cannot even go and sell his cattle now and even if he wants to sell it, no one will buy it. Can this Government also take a policy decision that they
will not allow any more sugar mills in the dry area of Marathwada? It is because those sugar mills have taken away all the ground water. There is no
drinking water. There is severe situation in Maharashtra and that is why Rs 4,000 crore has been demanded by Maharashtra Government. Let them
have it because under NDRF you have Rs 5,690 crore. You have the money, you have the finances. There is no point in standing here and saying,
'whatever is your need, we will give you.'

1t is high time the Prime Minister went there, visited these States, called a meeting in Delhi and told the whole nation what this Government
proposed to do. It is a very emergency situation; it is very grave. I hope the Government responds.

Thank you.
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# SHRI C.R. CHAUDHARY (NAGAUR): I come from the western Rajasthan where drought or famine is a general phenomenon. We face the famine
situation for four years out of five years.

I am surprised to know that this time that there is no district figures in the list of drought effected district of the country. The main reason behind it is that

of the initial stage the rainfall was so-so but after 15t of August, there was no rainfall and hence the crops could not reap and almost 50% to 65% crops
damaged and farmers suffered because of it. This matter was raised in State Assembly by the MLAs and reports were called by the Hon'ble Chief Minister.
According to the reports from Collector, 19 districts are under drought situation where 50% and above crops were damaged. I would like to request hon'ble
Agriculture Minister to kindly consider the report of the Government of Rajasthan and provided compensation to the poor farmers.

I would like to thank our Central Government and Hon'ble Prime Minister sir for launching good schemes for water conservation in the country.
1. one drop more crop.

2. 60% expenditure of MNREGA have been given for water conservation and others under Agriculture.

3. PMSY- Pradhan Mantri Sinchar Yojana is the best scheme for providing water to every field.

4. Restoring Irrigation Infrastructure by desilting the canals etc.

I would like to request the Central Government to implement the following short term and immediate measures to save the farmers.

1. By giving compensation as early as possible.

2. Diesel Subsidy

3. Stay on repayment of loans and that too on interest free for one year.

4. Interest free loan to K.C.C. holder up to 1.5 lakh rupees.
5. Subsidies on sprinklers and solar pumping system.
6. Re-survey of dark zone.

7. New crop Insurance policy should be brought.



Long Term Policy requires the following:
1. Linking of rivers for water to those areas which does not have water.
2. Water conservation.
3. Artificial rainfall.
4. construction of new reservoir.
5. Studies on Al-Nino which is the major cause of weak monsoon.

6. Implementation of Report of Swaminathan Committee.

In the last, I would like to request the Hon'ble Agriculture Minister for immediate action for the followings:-

. Compensation.

. Temporary employment.

. Arrangement of fodder.

. Providing potable water to the public of famine affected areas.
. Provide subsidized wheat, rice and pulses to the farmers.

L I P S

I am highly thankful to your honour for providing me the time to participate in this debate on "Drought Situation in India". At the same time, I would like to
welcome the decisions of our Prime Minister Shri Narenderji Modi for increasing the 50% compensation under NDRF and SDRF and decreasing the
percentage of damage limit i.e. 50% to 33%. It is a historic decision of our Government.

*SHRIMATI RAKSHATAI KHADSE (RAVER) : The farmers, throughout the country are facing a serious problem of heavy rainfall in few areas
but at the same time drought conditions in some parts of the country. At some places heavy downpour badly affected the crops but in some areas
there are drought conditions due to lack of adequate rainfall. In my State of Maharashtra, the percentage of agriculture produce is below 50% in the
total 14708 rural areas. Moreover, the Kharip crops were also destroyed due to no rainfall since the month of July. In 15745 villages of Maharashtra,
Government has declared drought and it has affected 53 lac hectare of cultivable land. Last year, farmers of Maharashtra were concerned about the
overall situation but this year they have landed in trouble due to heavy as well as scanty rainfall.

To get higher yields, the farmers throughout India have been using chemical fertilizers excessively and hence the fertility of the soil has been
compromised and it is decreasing day by day. Due to excessive use of chemical the natural atmosphere is affected and even normal seasonal cycle is
also disturbed. It has brought no prosperity to the farmers but on the contrary our atmosphere is affected and polluted badly. Today, we are
witnessing the side effects of it.

I think, the subsidy given for the chemical fertilzers is partly responsible for its excessive usage. Farmers do not get this kind of handsome subsidy
on the organic fertilizers and it is also not readily available in the market at cheaper rates. Hence, the farmers use it excessively which lead to
harming our natural resources. We can see, it has disturbed our seasonal cycle and also has resulted to climate change. Usage of organic fertilizers
would not bring instant results but we will definitely see the difference in the next 3 to 4 years. A concrete change would be visible only after 8 to 10
years. Due to this disburbed seasonal cycle, we are witnessing irregular and unpredictable climate. We should encourage farmers for maximum use
of organic manure. Simultaneously, we should focus on teaching them the latest crop and cultivation techniques along with water usage and
irrigation technologies. That would also help to some extent. Providing soil health card to farmers is a welcome step and I would like to thank the
Government from the bottom of my heart. It would help the farmers in crop and water management which is turn would be helpful in encountering
this climate change.

Government of Maharashtra is implementing different schemes through Department of agriculture and other departments. 'Jalyukta Shivar' is one of
them which has received a massive support from people and it has also enhanced the availability of water. It has brought some positive changes in
climate too. Through the scheme like NRHM, we can promote afforestration and by conservation of trees, we can slow down the process of climate
change and that would also help to check pollution indirectly.

Qur entire nation is embracing newer technology but at the same time we are neglecting our natural resources. We have to make a balance between
them. To check and control the problems of flood and drought, we should take it as a mission. A committee comprising agriculture scientists,
technologists and expert farmers should be constituted and on the basis of the recommendations made by them we should formulate a policy to take
some concrete measures. Today, we can see the drastic changes in the atmosphere and climate and it has caused adverse effects on agriculture
produce. To overcome this, wise use of water is essential. Rain-water harvesting, water conservation through ponds, lakes and micro irrigation and
other special campaigns and programmes should be implemented extensively.

State and Central Government have extended their helping hand to the drought affected farmers. State Government has also paid the annual
premiums of Rs.12/- of all the farmers under Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Beema Yojana. Every state has different method of assessment of drought
affected area or value fixation which is usually decided within a fixed time. Hence, I would like to request the Government through you that all the
states should declare their facts and figures regarding the drought conditions to enable the Central Government to help them on time.

All the States have taken many such initiatives to help the farmers. But for fighting the climate changes, everybody should come forward to take
responsibility to deal with this menace. Do not take it as a problem but as a chance to bring in some changes. A joint committee of states should
take stock of the situation and also examine the various relief and assistance packages and programmes formulated by different State Governments.



A comprehensive policy should be made in this respect to take some futuristic steps.

*SHRIMATI MEENAKASHI LEKHI (NEW DELHI) : River linking and cloud seeding are two essential technologies that the government of India
should consider given the frequencies at which we face either flooding or droughts. River linking is the process by which two or more rivers are
linked by creating a network of manually created canals and providing land areas that otherwise do not have river water access. Whereas cloud
seeding is a form of weather modification used for changing the amount of precipitation that falls from clouds.

In India the rainfall over the country is primarily orographic. The summer monsoon accounts for more than 85 per cent of the precipitation. The
uncertainty of occurrence of rainfall marked by prolonged dry spells and fluctuations in seasonal and annual rainfalls is a serious problem for the

country.

Countries such as Japan and Brazil excessively use cloud seeding technologies for irrigation of crops where as country like US and UK have created a
well connected inland water link.

Given the background that large states such as Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal, Orissa, coasts of Tamil Nadu and Kerala and the North Eastern
Regions are all prone to flooding and droughts, such technologies would help in resolving the current state of affairs.

In India, roughly 40 million hectare of land is prone to flooding, whereas droughts have led to major famine across the country. By engaging in
developing these two technologies, we will be successful in gauging safe river water levels in flood prone areas and divert the excessive water
across water links to drought prone areas.

I, therefore, humbly request the government to actively pursue the two technologies and constitute a board to identify the drought and flood prone
areas and then map the possible water links to balance the areas with either of the two extremities.
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THE MINISTER OF URBAN DEVELOPMENT, MINISTER OF HOUSING AND URBAN POVERTY ALLEVIATION AND MINISTER OF PARLIAMENTARY
AFFAIRS (SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU): Hon. Deputy-Speaker, what I would like to suggest is that we would continue this discussion on drought
tomorrow also because some more hon. Members want to speak on this subject. So, we may now take up the Bills and continue this discussion on
drought tomorrow.
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HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The discussion under Rule 193 will continue tomorrow.



