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Title: Issue regarding implementation of the rehabilitation package announced by the Central Government for closed tea gardens.

SHRI SUDIP BANDYOPADHYAY (KOLKATA UTTAR): Madam, I would like to draw your attention regarding the very important issue. I have given a
notice also. I will take only two to three minutes. It is in connection with a letter addressed to hon. Commerce Minister. ...(Interruptions)
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HON. SPEAKER: I am sorry.
...(Interruptions)
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SHRI SUDIP BANDYOPADHYAY : Madam, I want to keep it on record. It is very important. No response is being given for which I want to draw the
attention.

...(Interruptions)
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SHRI SUDIP BANDYOPADHYAY : It is not the 'Zero Hour'. That will go after 6 o'clock. Please allow me for two minutes. The Minister is waiting to
hear it also. ...(Interruptions)
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SHRI SUDIP BANDYOPADHYAY : What I am saying is that the implementation of the rehabilitation package announced by the Central Government
for closed tea gardens was finalized a while ago. The package envisaged very positive measures including loan restructuring, moratorium on interest
payments, waiver of penal interest, interest subsidies, waiver of Tea Board loans and the provisions of subsidy under the Scheme for rejuvenation
and re-plantation. The State Government has already supplied subsidized food grains, provision of NREGS work, enhanced coverage under social
security pension, intensive health coverage and livelihood assistance in the form of poultry, piggeries and goat rearing units. What I would urge is
that these five closed tea gardens i.e. (1) Dheklapara (Bilpara) (2) Bundapani (Alipurduas) (3) Red Bank (Jalpaipuri) (4) Surendranagar (Jalpaipuri)
(5) Raipur(Jalpaipuri) where 5000 workers are involved, they can be given proper assistance by the Central Government. The Central Government
should take the issue with the State Government jointly and see that these tea garden workers get their livelihood back. The Government should rise
to the occasion and give relief to the tea garden workers. That is all.
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This should not be.

... Interruptions)
HON. SPEAKER: Mo, you have not given anything.
SHRI SUDIP BANDYOPADHYAY : If it does not come in the lottery, what should I do? ...(Interruptions)
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