an=

title: Further comibined discussion on the Budget (Railway) 2016-17 and Demands for Grants on Account No.1 to 16 in respect of Budget (Railway)
2016-17 and Demands for Supplementary Grants (Railway) 2015-16 (Discussion not concluded).

HON. CHAIRPERSON : The House will now take up Item Nos. 20, 21 and 22 together.

Motion moved :
"That the supplementary sums not exceeding the amounts shown in the third column of the Order Paper be granted to the President of

India, out of the Consolidated Fund of India, to defray the charges that will come in course of payment during the year ending the 315t
day of March, 2016, in respect of the head of Demand entered in the second column thereof against Demand No. 16."

Demands for Supplementary Grants (Railways) for 2015-16
submitted to the Vote of Lok Sabha

No. of Name of Demand Amount of
Demand Supplementary
Demands for Grants
submitted to the vote of
the House
16 Assets-Acquisition, Construction

and Replacement

Other Expenditure

Capital 1,000
Railway Safety Fund 1015,58,92,000
Total 1015,58,93,000

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Now, Shri Tarig Anwar.
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*DR. K. GOPAL (NAGAPATTINAM): First of all, I would like to thank the railway ministry for taking some initiative to improve amenities and face
lifting two major railway stations namely Nagapatinam and Velankanny in the Nagapatinam constituency. As we all know, Nagapattinam
Parliamentary Constituency consist of six assembly constituencies equally divided in the revenue districts of Nagapattinam and Thiruvarur, having
three religious pilgrimage centres namely Velankanni for Christians, Nagore for Muslims and Nallar for Hindus, and millions of domestic and
international pilgrims throng these shrines throughout the year, yet , there isn't enough train service or any major railway station/junction in this
part of coastal region to connect people to the rest of the country.

The gauge conversion work for about 100 kms distance within the constituency was undertaken by Southern Railway in the year 2001 and
even after 15 years of budget allocation, the work in incomplete. Therefore, drawing your attention to the inordinate delay caused to this project
specially Tiruvarur to Pattukoti, kindly expedite it.



Nagapattinam being the coastal district head quarter also manages three pilgrimage centers and salt fields of Vetharanyam which requires frequent
rail service to connect people to other towns and cities in the country. Presently, trains running from Mannarkudi or ending at Mannarkudi is not
accessible to commuters or outstation pilgrims from Nagapattinam, Nagore, Velankanni and Karaikal, because the station is very remotely situated in
a tashil head quarter. Thus, the train service of Thiruvarur-Kovai Chemmoli Express (16615), Tirunelvell-Tirchy (22628) and Palakad-Tirchy (56848)

Inter city trains, be extended to Nagapattinam.

After the gauge conversion, it is expected to increase service and introduce new trains to connect people, otherwise the purpose of laying
broad gauge becomes worthless. So we want the southern railway to increase train service or introduce new trains between Nagapattinam to
'Chennai, Nagapattinam to Bangalore, Nagapattinam to Coimbatore or intercity trains are very much required to promote export and tourism .

There are frequency of trains on the Trichy-Tanjur-Kumbakonam-Mayladuthurai route. At the same time, there is less frequency of trains in
the Nagapattinam-Tiruvarur-Mayladuthurai route, even trains starting form Mannarkudi does not pass through the latter rout. Therefore, students,
patients, employees, tourists and traders commute a long distance by road ways to reach nearby towns. Hence, frequency of train service is urgent.
At the same time, I wish to point out here, the train No. 16179/16180 Mannai Express was originally introduced and scheduled to pass through
Koradacherry, Tiruvarur, Nannilam , Poonthottam, Parrelam but the train enver seen the route proposed, people feel betrayed and they expect the
route of the train to be rescheduled immediately. Also train No.16105/16106 Tiruchendur-Chennai Express can be enrouted via Tiruvarur.

The Nagore dargah is a major pilgrimage centre that attracts pilgrims from all walks of life; tourists from across the country and the world
over come here by train. The facilities such as accommodation, public utility, basic amenities, cleanliness are lacking in and around railway station,
including Railway Protection Force. In order to make Nagore as a tourist destination, facelift of the station is required immediately and it should be
connected to other pilgrimage centres by railway. In this regard, train numbers 56874, 56876,56878 running between Mayiladuthurai-Villupuram
should be extended to Nagore.

As the growing population in the rural area depend on the railway for commuting, it also requires new stoppages at Kivalur and Nannilam
stations and computerized ticket booking/ reservation counters are required to be set up at Nannilam and Velankanny stations to enable the
passengers to have a planned journey. In the same way, Tiruvarur railway computerized booking counter should be kept functioning till 8pm like any
other major station's booking centre.

For the safety of pedestrian, the unguarded level crossings should be blocked and either make under pas or over bridge. It has been a long
standing demands of 100 villages across the Devour railway crossing to have an underpass to avoid any untoward incidents happening while villagers
crossing the track. The railway department has not taken proactive steps to construct underpass till day. Therefore, it is very important to construct
it without delay.

Under construction Tiruvarur-Pattukottai gauge conversion falls in Muthupettai railway station. Muthupettai is 125 years old and houses the
tomb of holy saint Hazarath Hakkeem Shaihu Dawood Kaamil Valiyullah's a thousand years old dargha visited by thousands of devotees every day,.
Therefore, regrade the station with facilities and basic amenities. There is also Udayamarthandapuram bird sanctuary adjacent to this station.

Over all to benefit my people, the Railway Ministry must take steps to extend Ponmalai-Tanjore double line project up to Karaikal. It would
enable the southern railway to increase train service during day time and ensure goods movement to the rural India.

I hope the Railway Ministry will consider the demands from my constituency and fulfill it accordingly.

*SHRI A. ARUNMOZHITHEVAN (CUDDALORE): The budget contains not much for the State of Tamil Nadu and even the projects demanded by
our Hon'ble Chief Minister Dr. Puratchi Thalaivui Amma could not find a place in it and it is shocked that no specific project were announced, and the
only relief was that there has been no increase in fares. Our Hon'ble chief Minister Puratchi Thalaivi Amma has welcomed it wholeheartedly because
our Hon'ble Amma cannot see taxing and sufferings of the poorer section of our society.

Another interesting part of the Railway budget is that the decision to set up Rail Auto Hub at Chennai and North —South Dedicated Freight
Corridor from Delhi to Chennai and enhancement of passenger amenities, including issues relating to safety of women, greater access to differently
abled and senior citizens. Our Hon'ble Chief Minister has demanded that the proposed East Coast Corridor terminating in Viajawada should have
been extended to Thoothukudi and similarly upgradation of Srirangam and Rameswaram railway stations.

I take this opportunity to urge upon the Hon'ble Railway Minister to urgently implement the following demands. Cuddalore —Trichurapalli
—Train No. 76841 starts form Cuddalore O.T Junctin and pass through Tirupapulliyur Junction, Cuddalore. Cuddalore is a city with its highest



population. All the public, major office, industry, trade and even residence people in Cuddalore travel only through Tirupapulliyur, Cuddalore. In this
situation, railway ministry should take action to operate Cuddalore- Trichirapalli train through Tirupapuliyur junction, Cuddalore which is 6 kms away
from Cuddalore junction.

The train from Cuddalore-Trichirapalli, Train No. 76841 starts from Cuddalore junction from 4 t platform every day. Since there is no foot path to
cross from 15t platform to 4th platform, the Aged, handicapped and persons with heavy luggage find very difficult to walk through 15t platform to 4th
platform by steps. And we request to take action to operate it from 15t platform, as Cuddalore-Trichirapalli Train was operated from the 1 St platform
in early days.

There are no toilet facilities in Cuddalore-Trichirapalli Train. The train starts at 6.00 A.M. and people travel nearly for 5.00 hours and they find
very difficult to travel form Cuddalore to Trichirapalli without toilet facilities. So we request to take action to attach toilet facilities in all the coaches.

Cuddalore - Puducherry - Marakanam —Velacherry (Chennai)-ECR Railway project is pending for a long time. Revised Track approval has been
given by District Administration. Even after the approval, the project is pending for a longer period in Railway Ministry. We request to take

immediate action to approve at least the 15t track i.e from Cuddalore-Puducherry District.

The Cuddalore-Puducherry new Broad Gauge line is part of the Chennai (Perungadi) to Cuddalore Line via Mahabalipuram and Puducherry
along the East Coast road of Tamil Nadu /Pudcherry. Cuddalore is a district headquarters under the palitical jurisdiction of Tamil Nadu and is the
nearest Railway Station on the southern side of Puducherry. While Cuddalore is hardly 23km away by road, the existing Rail link is 80 kms long via
Villupuram (Puducherry-Villuprram-Cuddalore) which is more than three times the distance!

At present Train No. 16861/16862 Puducherry -Kanniakumari- Puducherry is plying only in this circuitous route via Villupuram wasting fuel,
money and time. It takes about two hours to cover an effective distance of hardly 23 Kms and the standing joke in this region is that if someone
misses the train at Puducherry he/she can catch the same at Cuddalore just by riding a bicycle!

Karaikkal is an enclave under the political jurisdiction of Puducherry but situated about 160 kmsdown south along the East Coast. One of the
long pending requirements of the people of Karaikkal region is a direct train service to their capital i.e Puducherry. This can be only partly fulfilled
because even after the completion of Peralam-Karaikkal broad guage line which is progressing fairly well, the people of Karaikkal region will not be
able to reach their headquarters directly until and unless the Cuddalore-Puducherry new broad Gauge line is sanctioned. Thus, the Cuddalore-
Puducherry portion of the Chennai (Perungadi) to Cuddalore Line via Mahabalipuram and Puducherry is crucial.

With ten Medical Colleges both government and private put together and many more Private hospitals/clinics catering to the people of the
region, Puducherry has become a medical hub next only to Chennai. Naturally, people from all over Tamil Nadu and especially from the Karaikal-
Puducherry region flock Puducherry everyday in thousands but with great hardship due to non availability of direct train link between Cuddalore and
Puducherry. Also for the elderly and diabetic patients, who suffer from frequent urination, the Cudddalore —Puducherry new Broad Gauge Line will be
a boon.

The cumbersome bus journey from Karaikal to Puducherry with its attendant pushing and shoving not to mention its exorbitant fare of around Rs.
90/- will become a thing of the past, if the Cuddalore-Puducherry new Broad Gauge Line becomes a reality. The passenger fare (Karaikkal to
Puducherry) will be hardly Rs. 35/-, which will assuage the pain and suffering of poor and downtrodden people of the society.

Length of the track:
) Existing route between Puducherry and Karaikkal:
Puducherry-Villupuram-Cuddalore-Mayiladuthurai-Thiruvarur- Nagapattinam-Karaikal =240Km
) After the completion of the ongoing Peralam-Karaikal Line:
Puducherry-Villupuram-Cuddalore-Mayiladuthurai-Peralam-karaikal=198 Km
) After the sanction and completion of the Cuddalore-Puducherry new borad Gauge Line:
Puducherry-Cuddalore-Mayiladuthurai-Perlam —Karaikal=144 Km
Prophecies of the Cuddalore-Puducherry New Line:
Rail connectivity will be shorter by about 100 Km
Travel time will be halved
Fare will be 35% of the bus fare
Journey will be smoother with no pushing and shoving
Availability of water and closet for nature's call

From the above, it can be seen that the Cuddalore- Puducherry new broad gauge line will shorten the distance between Karaikal and
Puducherry by a whopping 100 Km and will also be a catalyst in turning this region into a travel and business hub. It will also be a boon for the
voiceless poor people in terms of cheap travel to medical hub of this region. In democracy, if the humble voice of the poor and powerless people
is not heard by the government, what is the point of running the largest Railway network in the world?

With this I support the budget presented by the Minister for the year 2016-17.
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*SHRIMATI R. VANAROJA (TIRUVANNAMALAI): I place my respects and gratitude to our beloved leader Dr. puratchi Thalaivi Amma for allowing me
to express my views on Railway budget.

Hon. Railway Minister in his budget speech said that the Railway Ministry has Planned to mobilize more than 1 lakh crore fund through
investments form external sources. Hon. Railway Minister has also proposed a new infrastructure financing mechanism in this budget. As a new
initiative-first of its kind in the country-the Tamil Nadu Infrastructure Fund Management Company has been launched by Hon. Puratchithalaivi Amma
which has been functioning successfully.

In order to make Tamil Nadu progressing further in all fields by the year 2023, the Vision 2023 document was released by Hon. Puratchithalaivi
Amma. This Vision document highlights about 10 very important railway projecs which are to be implemented in Tamil Nadu at a cost of Rs.
1,88,400 Crore. Other than these 10 projects, another 217 projects are also indentified in the Vision 2023 document. I wish to urge that as stressed
by Hon. Puratchithalavi Amma in the memorandum submitted to the Hon. Prime minister, these railway projects should be given utmost priority and
the State Government concerned should be made a stakeholder. Tamil Nadu Government has informed its readiness to the Union Government
regarding implementation of railway projects under Public-Private Partnerships.

I urge that a dedicated freight corridor should be set up between Chennai and Tuticorin. I also urge the Railway Minister to organize special fund
mobilization drive for implementation of high speed rail links between Chennai-Madurai — Kanniyakumari; and Coimbatore- Madurai. Since the
commencement of broad gauge conversion, all the train services operating in metre gauge lines were stopped. This had caused disappointment in
the minds of rail passengers who relied heavily on railways for transportation in such areas. Some other measures taken by the Ministry of Railways
in such railway lines are also causing inconvenience to the general public. For example, Tirupati-Rameswaram Express Train (No. 16779/16780)

does not have stoppage at Tiruvannamalai since last October 1%, 2014.

Tiruvannamalai is a temple town and is a spiritual centre. The famous Karthigai Deepam Festival of South India and monthly Girivalam
(Circumambulation) are some of the aspects which attract lakhs of pilgrims and tourists from all parts of the country and abroad. In order to
facilitate the visiting pilgrims and tourists, all Express train going via Tiruvannamalai should have stoppage at Tiruvannamalai. Howrah Express
between Puducherry and Howrah should have a stoppage for more time at Tiruvannamalai Railway station. This Express train stops at Villupuram for
more than 45 minutes.

I urge that a new train service should be introduced between Puducherry and Bengaluru via Tiruvannamalai. Since this would generate income for
railways besides facilitating pilgrims and tourists to visit Tiruvannamalai from northern parts of the country. The train ticket reservation facility is
available only during morning hours at Tiruvannamalai railway station, because of which government employees and businessmen are very much
affected. On behalf of the people of my Tiruvannamalai constituency, I urge upon the Hon. Railway Minister that the Train Ticket reservation facility
should be available up to 8 pm. A parcel office should also function at Tiruvannamalai railway station benefiting tribal people and businessmen for
transporting goods to different parts of the State. Hon. Railway Minister has announced that 200 railway stations would be upgraded with modern
amentias under Adarsh Railway Stations. I urge that Tiruvannamalai Railway station should be covered under this scheme and infrastructure and
basic amenities should be upgraded. A new railway line between Tiruvannamalai and Jolarpettai via Chaugan should be introduced. Chennai-
Tirupaththur train is at present made to halt at Jolarpet, I urge that this train service should be extended up to Tirupaththur. People of this area have
to depend on other modes of transport for onward journey to Tirupaththur.

I therefore urge the Hon Railway Minister that the train service must be resumed up to Tirupaththur as it was before.

*SHRI G. HARI (ARAKKONAM): I express my views on Rail Budget for the year 2016-17 and I thank Hon. Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu Puratchi
Thalaivi AMMA for this opportunity.

The Railways are the lifeline of the country and the most preferred mode of transport for the all classes of the society. Being the oldest and
the largest railroad networks in the world, ferrying some 23 million people and also 2.65 million tons of goods on its coaches each day, Railways is
performing a gigantic task by serving a huge network of 7,172 stations via 12,617 passenger and 7,421 freight trains.

The Railway Ministry has earmarked only Rs. 2064 Crore for various railway projects in Tamil Nadu for the financial year of 2016-17. This is
just a marginal increase of Rs. 22 Crore from the previous year's allocation. A survey will be undertaken for a 201 Km new line between Dindigul
Sabarimala at cost of Rs 30 lakh. And an amount of Rs. 134 Crore has been allocated in the current Budget for 36 Km link between Morappur and
Dharmapuri which was pending for long.

Besides Rs. 250.8 crore has been set aside for electrification of the 228 Km Thanjavur-Villupuram line via Mayiladuthurai and Rs 152.83 crore
for the electrification of the 196 Km Bengaluru-Omalur route via Hosur in the current railway budget. Thirteen new Road Over Bridges (ROB) and 84
Rail Under Bridges (RUB) have been sanctioned for the next fiscal for eliminating level crossings. It is announced that two railway electrification
works would also be taken up under joint venture in Tamil Nadu.

That's all in the current Rail budget for a progressive State like Tamil Nadu which contributes much to the nation's development. For Indian railways
to become an engine of economic growth, all States of the country, especially progressive State like Tamil Nadu should be taken on board. Have you
done that? Hon. Railway Minister should ask his conscience to prove this point. Tamil Nadu State deserves more.

As opined by our Hon'ble Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, Hon. Amma, although the Railway Minister has not hiked passenger fare, the current Budget
has failed to meet the expectations of the people of Tamil Nadu. We expect early completion of Railway projects including the double lining of the



entire stretch from Villupuram to Kanniyakumari. Even though the Railway capital expenditure is expected to be stepped up substantially to Rs.1.21
crore, it is surprising that no new projects were announced, including projects for Tamil Nadu.

Our AIADMK party wholeheartedly welcomes the announcement of North-South Dedicated Freight Corridor from Delhi to Chennai, but we also
request that the proposed East Coast Corridor which terminates in Vijaywada should be extended up to Thoothukkudi. This would pave way for
fulfilment of Tamil Nadu's long pending request for creation of Chennai-Thoothukkudi Dedicated Freight Corridor. Moreover, we need a specific
update on the implementation of the last year Rail Budget.

Several new measures, bio-vacuum toilets, setting up of 15t Rail Auto Hub, commencement of wi-fi system are introduced. The Railway
Ministry has to resort to generate revenue from various resources like reducing use of diesel, power and make optimum use of available assets and
increased productivity. It is apt to pinpoint that Hon. Minister has initiated action on 139 announcements made in the last year's budget but the
progress is yet to be seen. Cleanliness in railways is still an area of more concern.

Measures like introduction of reservation for women in reserved quota, e-booking of tickets for concessional passes, reservation of 50% in lower
berth quota for senior citizens, provision of baby food, battery operated services for the senior citizens, providing local cuisines to passengers, sale of
tickets through hand held devices and platform tickets through vending machines, etc. would go a long way in augmenting the facilities to the train
travelers..

Chennai has grown manifold during the last one decade. With the growth of various industries, especially that IT Sector, there has been substantial
increase in the influx of population to the city, which required augmentation of effective transportation system to cater to the increased population in
the city. Hon Railway Minister has announced in the current Budget the launching of a new investment framework for developing suburban systems
in Chennai in partnership with Tamil Nadu Government. Some other major cities should also be included in such projects,

After mentioning in the Rail Budget, Hon. Railway Minister had recently inaugurated the 15t Rail Auto Hub at Walajabad near Chennai to attract
transportation of cars, from roads to rail. Two-third of the revenue for railways comes from freight and 85 per cent of bulk traffic is from a few
selected commodities only. Hence diversification of freight operation has necessitated the setting up of a Rail Auto Hub hear Chennai with a loading
capacity of 300 vehicles.

I should make a mention that 3 of the 15 ideas which become part of Rail budget were received from rail commuters of Tamil Nadu.
(1) Antyodaya Express, a long-distance, fully unreserved, superfast train service, for the common man to be operated on dense routes;
(2) Setting aside a sum of Rs. 50 Crore for providing innovation grants to employees Start Ups and growth oriented small businesses; and

(3) The Union Government in partnership with the State Governments will operate tourist circuit trains and explore the possibility of revenue
sharing model.

Moreover, Railways have proposed to take up on priority, the provision of passenger amenities and beautification on stations at pilgrimage
centers including Nagapattinam and Vailankanni Tamil Nadu. But Tamil Nadu has many other pilgrim centers which can be included and need
up—gradation.

As a leading industrialized State of the country, Tamil Nadu needs world class infrastructure with better rail connectivity as mentioned by our
visionary leader hon. Chief Minister Puratchi Thalaivi AMMA in Vision Tamil Nadu-2023 document. Hon. Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, in a letter
dated 11 February 2016, addressed to Hon. Prime Minister stressed the need for inclusion of ten important Railway Projects which are crucial for the
development of Rail Transport and for the development of infrastructure projects in the State of Tamil Nadu.

The State has also prioritized the following three projects for implementation through the formation of a Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) with the
participation of the State and Ministry of Railways:-

i)  Chennai-Thoothukudi Freight corridor;
i)  High speed passenger rail link between Chennai, Madurai and Kanniyakumari;and
iii) High speed passenger rail link from Madurai to Coimbatore.

Given the importance to these three projects, the Government of Tamil Nadu has already indicated that it would be willing in principle to enter
into an MoU with the Indian Railways to set up an Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) to promote these projects, which are also part of the Madurai
Thoothukudi Industrial Corridor. We had also indicated some specific conditions for the establishment of the SPV. Since the land is typically provided
by the State Government, this should be treated as part of the State Government's equity contribution to the SPV at market value. Matching equity
contributions from the Ministry of Railway could be in cash or in the form of land owned by the Railways or other Central Government departments.

In the case of equity contributions in cash, there should be assurances that these contributions by both sides would be made in time to ensure
that projects do not suffer delays due to lack of adequate funding. The governance structure should be well-balanced, with adequate participation by
the State Government. Railway Ministry should engage in constructive discussions on evolving a fair, balanced and acceptable draft of the MoU with
Tamil Nadu.

A number of Railway projects announced for Tamil Nadu in the earlier Railway Budgets have not been commenced do far due to want of
sufficient fund allocations. I would like to list those pending projects for which announcements were made. New line form Morappur —Dharmapuri,

(a) 5t and 6 line on Chennai to Villivakkam, and (b)new line for Villivakkam and Katpadi Sections, new line from Chidambaram to Attur Via

Ariyalur, doubling from Tindivanam to Kanniyakumari, new line from Bodinayakanur to Kottayam, doubling from Renigunta to Arakkonam, 3'd & 4th
lines from Attippattu-Gummidipoondi, new line from Jolarpettai to Hosur via Krishnagiri, new line between Mayiladduthurai-Thirukadaiyur-



Tharangambadi- Tirunallar —Karaikal, new line from Ramanathapuram-Kanniayakumari via Thoothukudi —Tiruchendur, new line between Karaikudi-
Thoothukudi via Ramanathapuram, new line from Karaikal to Sirkazhi, New line from Salem (Namakkal)-Karaikal via Perambalur, Ariyalur and
doubling of Thiruvananthapuram to Kanniyakumari via Nagercoil,

Gauge Conversion between Madurai and Bodinayakanur and new line from Bodinayakanur to Ernakulam (Cochin), new line between Dindigul
to Kumuli via Bodi and Theni, doubling and electrification of Madurai-Kanniyakumari via Tirunelveli including Nagercoil Junction Terminal facilities,
new BG Line between Chennai and Sriperumbudur via Saidapet, new line between Thanjavur and Ariyalur, and new line from Madurai-Karaikudi Via
Melur.

I request the hon. Railway Minister that at least these pending railway projects pertaining to Tamil Nadu should soon be implemented.

I once again request that the legitimate share of these investments should be allocated for Tamil Nadu as well. I reiterate the demands of my
beloved leader Hon Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, Puratchi Thalavi Amma as regards implementing various Railway projects in Tamil Nadu with timely
and sufficient allocation of funds.

*SHRI K. ASHOK KUMAR (KRISHNAGIRI): I express my views on debate concerning railway budget for the year 2016-17.

The budget contains both positive and negative parts and what is negative part of it is that Tamil Nadu state has not gained much out of it and it is
shocked that no specific projects were announced, including several projects which our hon'ble Chief Minister Puratchi thalaivi Amma had requested.
The most positive part of the budget is that there has been no increase in fares. Our Hon'ble Chief Minister Amma has welcomed it because our
Hon'ble Chief Minister cannot see taxing and sufferings of the poorer section of our society.

Another interesting part of the railway budget is the decision to set up Rail Auto Hub at Chennai and North —South Dedicated Freight Corridor from
Delhi to Chennai and enhancement passenger of amentias, including issues relating to safety of women, greater access to differently abled and
senior citizens. Our hon'ble Chief Minister has demanded that the proposed East Coast Corridor terminating in Vijayawada should have been
extended to Thoothukudi and similarly upgradation of Srirangam and Rameswaram railway stations.

Since nothing has emerged so far in spite of several communication that I had submitted with respect to the following demands concerning my
parliamentary constituency, Krishnagiri in Tamil Nadu, I would like to again urge and reiterate the Hon'ble Minister to kindly intervene and see that
these demands which involve meager amount of budget are implemented at the earliest.

Allocation of fund for widening of small bridge at Thimjepali of Kelamangalam Union of Krishnagiri District.
Widening of railway over bridge No. 306-K on Salem to Bangalore route.
Laying of double track in between Bangalore and Salem route.

Extension of push and pull train running between Bangalore and Hosur up to Dharmapuri.

10x100 size shelter be provided on 2"d platform at Royakottai station.

Drinking water, toilet facilities and PRS centre should be provided at Royakottai station.

Stoppage should be provided at Royakottai and Kelamangalam stations for all the trains passing through these stations.

Manning of railway gates between Hosur and Dharmapuri route at Periyanagathunai, T. Kothapalli and Pennakkal crossings or ROB.
Train service for 5.30 Hours and 14.00 hours between Salem and Hosur, 10.00 hours and 06.30 hour between Hosur and Salem route.

) New train service between Mysore and Rameshwaram via Hosur, Salem, Namakkal, Karur, Thiruchirapalli, Pudukottai, Karaikudi, Manamadurai,
Ramanathapuram.

.)Rescheduling of trains running through Hosur line in the night time to day time.
"YRenovation, including putting door at rest rooms in Hosur railway station for the safety of passengers.
1) Rail Over Bridge (ROB) at Hosur station to reach ring road.

1) New Railway line from Jolarpet to Hosur via Krishnagiri .

I once again request the Hon'ble Railway Minister to look into the above as assured by him earlier in respect of the said demands concerning my
parliamentary constituency, Krishanagiri, Tamil Nadu.

With this I conclude and support the budget for the year 2016-17.



*SHRI T.G. VENKATESH BABU (CHENNAI NORTH): While welcoming the perspectives and the novelty of the Railway Budget, I cannot but
express my anguish that our state Tamil Nadu has been neglected by the Railways for years together, may be, because both the national parties
Congress and BJP don't have a political space in Tamil Nadu and they continue to perpetuate this step-motherly attitude though they are risking even
their final existence in Tamil Nadu.

This budget is no exception. The Hon'ble Railway Minister himself has gone on record recently at an inaugural meeting at Chennai that Tamil Nadu
has been neglected for a very long time.

Among the two states that exist within the periphery of Southern Railway, the left over track for doubling in Kerala is hardly 180 KM, whereas in
Tamil Nadu, only 180 KM track might have been doubled.

This pathetic situation prevails in Tamil Nadu in spite of DMK being part of the Central Coalition for the past 17 years, barring a few months and
PMK, another Tamil party holding the Railway Minister's post for a decade. Presently, under the rule of NDA, we have got few of the projects cleared
and the funds allotted to them. The S.Rly officials expressed to me their happiness that at last after many many years of waiting, they see the funds
sanctioned. Fortunately, none of our Tamil parties are partaking in the present NDA Government, that is the express reason, why the funds are
slowly forthcoming.

Recently our Amma has written to the Hon'ble Prime Minister to release funds for the 20 Railways projects that were sanctioned from 1998 onwards
but they are yet to take off. As part of the 2023 vision document of Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Hon'ble Amma, our Government has proposed 10
Railway projects to the Railway to be taken up on a priority basis. In three of these proposals even MOEs have been signed between the Tamil Nadu
state Government and the S. Railway under the SPV mode.

But we demand some corrections in the MOE proposals of Railways since it is not totally agreeable to us, to which the Railways administration is not
obliging on some pretext. I request the Railways Minister to make necessary arrangements to initiate dialogue on this, so that the ten projects are
taken up immediately. When the states have come forward to share the plan outlay, the Railways cannot evade discussing and settling the issue.
After all, it is the sole responsibility of the Centre, which the states have come forward to share.

With regard to the two terminals at Chennai, Royapuram and Tambaram, the work on Tambaram terminal that has taken off is slowed down for
want of funds . Royapuram terminal was approved by the then Railway Minister, Mr. Sadanantha Gowda, and he even declared that Rs.100 Cr. is
initially allotted for the terminal to take off But that fund, it seems, was not allotted. But the feasibility test is already completed by the Southern
Railway and the RITES is to provide the DPR. Necessary funds are to be allotted for these 2 terminals as the present terminals at Chennai Central at
Egmore are saturated.

With regard to the Budget for 2016-17, it is evident that no viable solution can be arrived at, to wipe out this malady of resource crunch that has
been plaguing Railways for over so many years. Another area of concern is that the traffic earnings of Railways both from passenger fare and freight
charges is depleting. It is ultimately understood that nobody will come forward to invest in Railway infra development including the Centre through
its budgetary allocation. The Railways are left to mobilize their own internal resources. Now the Railways are caught up in a web that unless infra is
developed it cannot earn revenue or unless revenue is mobilized it cannot develop the infra. In Tamil, there is an adage, which means as to whether
the marriage is to be conducted after the mental iliness is cured or mental iliness to be cured after the marriage. Nothing can explain better the
problem in which the Railways are trapped.

In the backdrop of this resource crunch, the Railways cannot afford to fritter away its resources. Any investment in any project should necessarily
have a rider that it will yield profitable revenue to Railways. In this respect, the Ahmadabad-Mumbai high speed bullet train project sanctioned in
this Budget with the JICA loan at the cost of about Rs.1 lakh crore for 587 KM will be a wasted money. Planning to extend it to another 10,000 track
KM at the cost of Rs.22 lakh crores is nothing but foolhardy. It is established that this project is unviable and will eat into Railways assets.

It is finally estimated that about 32 lakh crores is required for the Railways for the completion of all the ongoing and approved projects, Rs. one lakh
crores safety fund proposed by Kakodhar committee for safety and the 5.8 lakh crores proposed by the Sam Pitroda committee for the entire
modernization of the Railways.

Now we are at a crossroad. This Government has to sit and decide on this issue of optimum allotment of the meager resources of Railways -
whether to spend Rs.22 lakh crores in the high speed bullet trains alone or to spend Rs.32 lakh crores for the entire development of the Railways, for
its healthy existence. If this House fails to arbitrate on this crucial issue at this crucial juncture, it will be committing, I am sorry to say, a historic
blunder.

For example, Railways earn 65% of its revenue from 35% of freight operations and inversely proportionate to it, earn 35% of revenue from 65% of
its passenger train operation. It is evident that the Railways should focus more on the freight traffic. Among the 8 dedicated freight corridors initially
envisaged, 4 were approved by the Railways and a fund of about Rs.80,000 Crores was allotted to only one of the projects i.e. connecting east and
west, which is limping from last year for want of adequate funds. The other 3 projects are not taken up in this budget for reasons best known to
everybody. This is the sorry state of prioritizing the Railway projects. More and more dedicated freight corridors will ensure Railways' health.

But the successive Central Governments are siphoning off Railway earnings for their political gains. The Rs. 22,000 Crores subsidy given every year
by Railways for the social obligation of the Centre, is not neutralized by the Centre. The Centre which is funding the pension payments to all its
Departments has left Railways to mend for itself to meet out its pension obligations. The Centre which is releasing Rs.5 lakh Crores tax rebate in
every of its budget to the corporate, the Centre which is recapitalizing the PSU Banks to wipe out its bad loans running to lakhs of Crores of Rupees,



is hesitantly allotting to the Railway's plan outlay a meager sum of Rs. 40,000 Crores, which is barely insufficient. That too, after withdrawing every
year Rs.10,000 Crores from the Railways towards the divided and capitation. The estimated black money stashed in foreign countries, if retrieved by
the Centre, as it had promised, will be more than sufficient to meet out the Railways' financial crisis. That has become a mirage now.

Railway Budget starts with Rs. 17,000 Crores deficit due to its inability to achieve the earnings targeted in the last fiscal and pension outgo will be
Rs.45,500 Crores this fiscal. The 7th Pay Commission obligation is Rs. 32,000 Crores So, Railways have to additionally provide nearly Rs.50,000
Crores for this finance which necessitates more budgetary allocation from the General Budget. Operating Ratio is bound to raise above the 92%
mark.

Because of the cross subsidization, the freight traffic is increasingly losing its share to road traffic. This is a deteriorating phenomenon which may
bring Railways to a halt.

Given the resource crunch, the total outlay of Rs.1.21 lakh crores is an ambitious target. Last fiscal, the plan outlay was earmarked for Rs. One lakh
crores, but Rs.53,000 Crores only could be realized.

Another perennial problem faced by Railways is the average speed at which passenger and goods trains run, which is pathetically the lowest in the
world. The Railway Budget proposes to double the speeds. But speed is connected to the increase in the capacity augmentation of the track and
rolling stock which demand higher outlays.

NDA Government took a policy decision not to introduce new trains on a populist measure. But new trains are introduced in this budget. Does the
NDA start going on the UPA path? Introduction of more trains will only strain the infra more and more.

Even within the available resources, the wastage is significant. More than 30 most precious LHB coaches were idling in the Chennai yards for months
together for want of power cars which can be produced in ICF unit. The Railway administration was rudely awakened from its deep slumber by a
newspaper report on that. In no time the power cars were readied to pull out these coaches.

The Central Vigilance Commission has reported that in 2014 there was 82% increase in corruption cases from 2013 and most of them were in
Railways. According to the CAG report tabled in Parliament on Feb. 2014, Railways lost its revenue to the tune of Rs.2488 Crores between 2008 and
2012 due to lapse in implementation of the dual pricing system introduced in 2008. 65% of the locos purchased by ECR failed within 3 months of
their take off. CBI found out that the Rail Neer bottles sold by IRCTC through its private vendors were contaminated due to the Vendors filling up Rail
Neer bottles with tape waters.

The Railways have to revisit its policy of corporatization as to whether they are viable or they are white ants eating into Railway earnings. Take the
case of IRCTC, which has already become a deadwood. It thrives by e-ticketing, a bonanza given to it by the Railways, to which IRCTC need not do
any work. It is incurring heavy loss on tourism, catering, running of tourist trains, etc. So it is high time that Railways take care of such
extravaganzas in the name of policy.

As regards Tamilnadu, the proposal to set up the country's first ever Rail Auto Hub is a welcome measure.

I have dealt mainly on the problem areas of Railways. Not that NDA's performance is that bad. When compared to UPA which was totally paralyzed
with no vision for the future, NDA Government is proactive and is engaged itself virulently within the constrains.

There are so many novelty and innovative schemes in this budget, like providing 17000 Bio-toilets, etc. There is an explicit concern on the part of the
Railways Minister. Within the very limited space provided to him, he has done a good job to be appreciated.

There was lot of expectations from the people of Tamil Nadu that the below mentioned earlier announced projects will be taken up in this budget:-
Royapuram and Tambaram as alternative terminals to Chennai Central and Chennai Egmore; Quadrupling of lines (3rd and 4th lines) between
Chennai Beach and Attipattu via Korukkupet; Doubling between Villupuram and Dindigul section; Increasing the frequency of suburban Train Services
between Chennai Central/Beach- Gummudipoondi, consequent upon declaration of Ponneri as a 'Smart City", traffic would increase in this section in
the near future. Keeping this in view, this frequency increase would be considered at least a train for every five minutes. Punctuality in this section is
mere 55%. It should also be given a serious thought. Besides, slow pace of construction of ROB and RUBs are the major impediment for delay in
trains. The ongoing work of ROB/RUBs over LC No.1,2,3, and 4 are to be expedited as these are busy gates and heavy traffic congestion.

Safety category staffs are vital for safety, like station masters and loco-pilots are forced to work for longer hours without rest. In the Chennai
Division, number of posts of station masters are vacant and the services of some of the station masters are being misused in non-safety posts in the
Southern Railways;

Developing a new Coaching Terminal at Ennore or Atthipattu in North Chennai -for the growing mega city for serving trains towards New Delhi,
Kolkata, Guwahati for which platforms are not presently available at Chennai Central/Egmore stations;

Introducing direct express trains from Ennore to Tirunelveli/ Rameswaram via Royapuram /Chengalpattu;

Improving the services of suburban stations in Chennai -Gudur section to higher standards like Mumbai and to open more ticket counters at all
suburban stations as the counters are often crowded.

Upgradation of facilities at the Perambur Railway Hospital, Chennai and all medical care to the patients; Modernisation and augmentation of the
production capacity of ICF, Chennai and sanctioning and expediting the doubling of Madurai-Kanyakumari Section;

Status of grant of additional funds for the ongoing Doubling, Gauge Conversion projects like Tiruvarur -Karaikudi, Madurai-Bodinayakkanur and all
other ongoing railway projects in the State; Provision of quality food, drinking water, hygiene, and security at all stations/trains and lifts, ramps and
escalators at major stations. Particularly, toilets are to be provided at all suburban stations because EMU trains do not have to facility of toilets.



*SHRI C.N. JAYADEVAN (THRISSUR): I express my views on the Railway Budget 2016-17 on behalf of my party, the Communist Party of India.

The Railway Minister, Shri Suresh Prabhu in his second Railway Budget has given emphasis again on strengthening the network and completing the
ongoing and long-pending projects, rather than announcing new ones.

However, the preliminary look at the budget shows that the railway's performance when comparing last year 's revised estimates with the budgeted
estimates of the same year has been negative on almost all counts, whether revenue from passenger fare and freight and even expenditures on
passenger amenities, new lines and doubling of tracks. Even then, the budget has set a target to earn Rs.1.84 lakh crore from passenger fare and
fright business in 2016-17, around 10 per cent higher than the revised target for the current year.

The revised estimates for the operating ratio over the current year shows a deterioration by 1.5 per cent points to reach a disturbing 90 per cent.
This is in contrast to the previous year 2014-15 when things turned out better than expected. What is worse is that estimates for 2016-17 project a
further deterioration in the financial health of the national carrier with the operating ratio deteriorating by two full percentage points to 92 per cent.
What is worst worrying perhaps is that provision under a key head-depreciation reserve fund-which is used to carry out critical repairs like replacing
ageing tracks and other assets have been lowered to a paltry Rs. 3,200 crore for next year from the revised estimate of Rs. 5.500 crore for the
current year which itself was substantially lower than the budget estimate of Rs. 7,900 crore. The scaling down in the expenditure on the
replacement of ageing assets can lead to more accidents and affect the safety of the passengers.

It is widely appreciated that the Railways Minister has kept passenger fares unchanged and promised to double the non-tariff revenue for the ailing
national transporter. But one cannot forget that the railways had already tweaked certain concessions and changed refund and Tatkal rules outside
the budget during the last ten months. While cancellation charges were doubled, seats under Tatkal were increased to 30 per cent from 10 per cent
in all trains, bringing in more revenue. The Tatkal charges alone will mean an across the board hike of 5 per cent, There is no need to announce a
hike in the budget. Also, since November, fares for upper class travel have increased by more than 4 per cent due to the levy of service tax and
Swatch Bharat cess, though proceeds from these would not add to the railway revenue. Children between the ages of 5 and 12 years were entitled
to a proper berth on payment of half the regular fare. However, beginning April 21, children will be given berth only on payment of full fare, though
they can still travel by paying half without berth. According to one estimate the rail fare has gone up by 15 per cent during the last year. These are
all done by executive orders as these financial issues are no more to be announced through budget.

As a whole, there are two clear indications in the current Budget. First, most of the services connected with railways will be " privatized " and
second, the assets mostly the land in its possession will be sold out.

Though the Railway Minister has not announced any new lines, introduction of any new trains, etc. in his budget, I would like to bring to the
attention of the Minister some demands regarding the railway developments and passenger amenities for the people of my constituency, Thrissur for
his kind consideration and necessary action.

The construction of Guruvayur-Thirunavaya Railway line and ROB at Guruvayur. Guruvayur may be included in the list of Stations to be provided with
passenger amenities and beautification on Stations at pilgrimage centres.

Construction of a wider ROB in place of the existing old one at Diwanji corner on the northern side of Thrissur railway station may be expedited.
Considering the heavy traffic, the signaling system in the Shoranur-Ernakulam sector may be upgraded introducing automatic signaling system.

Morning commuters from Palakkad and Thrissur districts towards Ernakulum lost an old and popular train when the timing of 16526 Bangaluru-
Kanyakumari Express was changed during the previous Time Table revision. After departure of 56371 by 7.09 Hrs from Thrissur, the next ordinary
train towards Ernakulam is 16307 by 9.37 Hrs. There is a gap of 2.5 Hrs in the morning peak hour. So a new train from Rameshwaram or Palani to
Ernakulam via Pollachi, Palakkad and Thrissur, so as to reach Thrissur by 8.30 Hrs, may be introduced on the newly commissioned Palakkad-Pollachi
broad gauge line.

Similarly, the evening commuters from Thrissur to Ernakulam lost a convenient train when the timing of 13351 Dhanbad-Alappuzha Express at
Thrissur has been changed from 16.15 Hrs to 14.20 Hrs. The only ordinary train available for them now is 56363 Passenger which is at 17.48 Hrs. A
MEMU service leaving Thrissur by 16.30 Hrs may be introduced for the benefit of these commuters.

An intercity Express between Ernakulum and Salem may please be introduced. The proposed train should leave Ernakulum at 05.00 Hrs on all days
50 as to reach Coimbatore by 09.30 Hrs and finally to reach Salem by 12.30 Hrs. The return trip to start from Salem at 14.30 Hrs to reach Coimbatore
by 17.30 Hrs and to terminate at Ernakulum by 22.00 Hrs.

The newly introduced "Local Area Service" (MEMU) based at Ernakulam may be extended to Thrissur.

Punkunnam Station is functioning in the oldest building of our Division. A new building may be constructed at Punkunnam to house the station with
all modern amenities.

Ollur is the only Station in Thiruvanthapuram Division or may be in Indian Railway itself, with only one platform for a double line. This is a major
bottleneck for the smooth running of trains. So a second platforms at Ollur may be constructed.

Platforms in Pudukkad Station may be upgraded by increasing the length and height.

After construction of two platforms in Nellayi Station of Thiruvananthapuram division situated in Main railway line of Thrissur-Ernakulum and
approach road to Nellayi, the number of passenger also increased. The train 56365 Guruvayur-Punalur passing through Nellayi is very much
convenient train to various places between Ernkulam and Kollam. So I request the Minister to provide a stop for 56365 Guruvayur-Punalur train at
Nellayi at least on an experimental basis for 6 months and the continuity can be decided on the passenger turn out and revenue from the Station.



*SHRI P.K. BIJU (ALATHUR): I express my views on the railway budget 2016 introduced by the hon. Railway Minister.

At the outset, it is sad to say that the railway budget 2016 has spoiled the expectation of the common man and is just an eyewash. The Budget has
highlighted and given priority to the passenger amnesties such as potable water, digital display, toilet cleaning, CCTV surveillance, cancellation
facility on 139, wi-fi, baby foods, higher number of mobile charging points, GPS based digital display, naming coolies as sahayak, etc.

But these are routine things and need not to be announced in a budget, which is supposed to bring new direction in Indian railway. No wonder, it
appears to me something like a daily maintenance activity and misleading. After all, it is part of the modernisation and technological development
and not something to be boasted through a budget. There is no roadmap about regulating the income of the railway and lot of things have been left
for the corporate. People were hoping the budget will address the issue of expanding railway and take substantive measures for improving passenger
amenities. On both counts, it is seriously disappointing. The overall orientation of the budget is crass privatisation and market orientation with rules
for competition and exercise of market power.

What is cooking in the back doors of the Railway Ministry? The railway budget 2016 is nothing but a step towards privatisation and will accelerate
the process of privasation in the country. The Ministry is up in arms about reforms. But those reforms are only helping the corporates, not the '‘Aam
Admi' in our country. The PPP model has globally proved to be a failure in improving railways all across the world. Selling assets is like selling family
silver to meet day-to -day expenses. This makes neither economic nor common sense. I am sorry to say that the railway budget is just another
political gimmick and I find nothing innovative in this budget.

"No hike fare" is just a populist and political appeasing action. The railway budget only highlighting what is going to be done. Let 's talk about what
has been done so far. The "No fare hike" is just an eye wash and a mockery of the Indian parliamentary system. Decisions are taken outside the
Parliament. Besides that crucial decisions such as fair hike and freight hike are taken much before the announcement of budget. Through this, the
government is bypassing and subduing the democratic ethos of our constitution,

In June 2015 Indian Railways hiked the passenger fare for AC coach passengers. Besides, a hike of 0.5 per cent of in freight charges was
implemented in June 2015. The railway ministry waited for Parliament session to end to announce up to a 33 per cent increase in its Tatkal charges
in December 2015. There were indiscriminate hike in all classes. The minimum Tatkal charges for AC-III tier has been increased from Rs.250 to 300
while the maximum has been hiked from Rs.350 to 400. For Ac-II tier, the hike is from Rs. 300 to 400 as minimum charges, and from Rs. 400 to Rs.
500 as maximum charge. Similarly, increase in the sleeper class Tatkal charges is from Rs.90 to 100 as minimum and from Rs.175 to 200. Also in
2014-15, the blatant steep hike in the passenger and freight fares to the tune of 14.2% and 6.5% respectively was announced before the
presentation of the railway budget. The blatant steep hike in the passenger and freight fares announced before the presentation of the railway
budget exposed the brazen undemocratic as well as anti-people modus operandi of the Government.

All the Governments so far have found indirect taxation as an easy way to raise finance. All indirect taxes are inflationary. Passenger fare increase
would have been a direct levy and could not have been passed on to the common man except by those people who undertake journey for commercial
purpose. But nowdays such people mostly go by air. On the other hand, by repeatedly raising freight charges the common man has been hit who
hardly uses the railways and it has caused consumer price inflation.

Besides that, Railway Minister does not mention the revenue receipt and expenditure in his speech, which is cardinal to formulation of any Budget. It
sounded rather business-like and spoke in @ manner which reflected his own lukewarm attitude to the serious job he had at hand. In totality, the
railway budget 2016 is devoid of its social responsibility and marks a twist from the overall logic of a state's duties to its citizens. Rather, it reflects
and reinforces the neo-liberal paradigm which works for and promotes market logic in governance. Clearly, this budget falls short of expectations of
the AAM Admi.

While giving a picture of bright future ahead, we need to have a reality check as well of the previous promises. By November 2015, the Indian
Railways had spent only 44% of its capital expenditure budget. It has spent only 41% of funds allocated for doubling and just 37% and 28% on
traffic facilities and passenger amenities. No highlights on electrification projects, and common man does not want bullet trains, instead they need
more trains, good compartments and neat toilets.

Again, as happened with the earlier budgets this budget, is highly disappointing for Kerala. The long-standing demand of the state for a separate
railway zone, track doubling and electrification has not been met. An additional daily train to Bengaluru has been a long felt demand. Implementation
of automatic signaling system in the network was yet another. There is no announcement of new lines or even survey thereof, not to speak of the
long pending Kanjikkode coach factory. Kerala has acquired 235 acres of land for the Kanjikkode factory. Even after laying the foundation stone
before three years, nothing has been done on that land. The green flagging of the suburban railway project between Thiruvanthapuram and Chennai
is in the freezer The proposal to augment existing tracks by installing automatic block signaling with train protection and warning system and
running more MEMU trains are also bypassed by the railway budget 2016. In the budget, there is no mention about Nilambur- Mysore railway line. If



this is implemented, thousands of Malayalees and people from other states will be benefitted. There is also need to priorities woman's security at
night and early morning timing in Local trains as well in mail trains. Kerala's demand for Railway Over Bridges at Kollengode-Oottara, Muthalamada
under Palakkadu division, Enkekkadu, Pottore, Akamala , Mulloorkkara under Thiruvananthapuram division, Subway at Peruvambu are also neglected.
The demand for sanctioning stop at Vadakkanchery station for Amrutha express that runs between Palakkadu-Trivandrum was also not taken into
consideration.

On development of the stations, the case of Vallathol Nagar Station is very important. Recently the station has been declared as "Adarsh " Station by
the Railway Ministry. But, even after the declaration no major improvement is done on basic amenities and infrastructure and still a lot of
development could be done with this station. Vallathol Nagar is an important station due to its proximity with many institutions such as
Kalamandalam and places such as Malappuram. Presently, only passenger trains have stops at Vallathol Nagar Railway Station. More trains should
be allowed stops at this station. It has also good connectivity with road and allotting more stops to the station would be beneficial to the passengers
from Malabar region since many of the trains are skipping Shornnur station. Also urgent steps should be taken to transform it an end station of trains
starting from Trivandrum. The allocation to the development of Wadakkancherry, Mulamkunnathukavu and Vallathol stations that have been declared

as Adarsh Stations is insufficient.

Kerala is a world renowned tourist destination. It is also well known for its beautiful religious destinations. But the insufficient funds earmarked for
new lanes, gauge conversion, doubling of lanes and electrification act as a major impediment of the railway development of the state. In order to
boost the Pilgrim tourism, a new service should be started between Guruvayur and Mookambika. Gauge conversion of Dindigal-Rameswaram is over
and it is proposed to start a new train connecting Guruvayoor-Rameswaram via Palakkadu, Dindigal, Madurai. This will lift up the pilgrim tourism in
the South India and will have a huge revenue generating step for the railway.

Considering the influx of wage labourers from North India, it is very urgent to start new trains between Howra-Trivandrum and Patna-Trivandrum.
Urgent steps should be taken to start Mumbai-Trivandrum, Chennai-Trivandrum, Bangalore-Trivandrum, considering the sizeable Malayalee
population in these cities. A new lane between Kollengodu-Thrissur is also in the list of long pending demands of Kerala.

Railways land acquisition policies such as compensation and rehabilitation packages are the biggest hindrance to railway development in the already
land scarce Kerala. Many projects are either in the shelf or struggle to complete because of this. Angamali-Sabari railway line had started around 20
years back. Still the project is stuck due to litigations on land acquisition. The unrealistic pricing of land by the railway and delay in disbursing the
compensation is the major reason. Poor rehabilitation of the people who lost their land due to railway development further deteriorates the situation.
Rupees 20 crore for the budget and the 20 crore extra budget earmarked in the railway budget is not enough for the completion of the project.
Further, the feasibility study of the Dindigul-Sabarimala route has been done. It is a very important project to the development of the high range in
Kerala and the Ministry has to give special attention in to this.

Much of the allotment to Kerala could not be utilised to the fullest due to the absence of an administrative office. It is also requested to reinstate the
Chief Administrative Office, which was functioning previously in Ernakulam and it is an urgent priority of Kerala. Also, immediate steps should be
taken for the necessary infrastructure and appointment of officials.

I strongly condemn the Railway budget 2016 for its pro-corporates approach, and totally neglecting the regional demands such as Kerala. It is in
totality anti-people and is totally undermining the social responsibility of the state towards its citizens.
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*SHRI K.R. P. PRABAKARAN (TIRUNELVELI): I am too happy to express my views on Railway Budget on behalf of my party All India Anna
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam. My constituency Tirunelveli called as "Nellie", is also Municipal Corporation, sixth largest city in Tamil Nadu and the
district headquarter of Tirunelveli district. The city is considered as one of the oldest city in Indian subcontinent, around 3,000 years old located on
the western bank of the perennial Thamirabarani River in the state of Tamil Nadu in Southern India.

It is a well known city. In each metropolis like Chennai, Mumbai, etc. we can find large number of persons from Tirunelveli. It has 27 railway
stations. My constituency people are lacking the accessibility of the railway service and even deprived of the benefits of railway projects as well as
other welfare schemes of the Central Governments for nearly two decades. In this regard, it is a great opportunity this constituency is represented
by me with the great guidance of our Hon'ble Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, Dr. Puratchi Thalaivi Amma. Therefore, I feel that it is the duty of me and
the people belonging to Tirunelveli Constituency to register our sincere gratitude to our Hon'ble Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, Dr. Puratchi Thalaivi
Amma.

At this moment , I would like to welcome initiatives announced in the Railway Budget like a Rail Auto Hub in our state capital, Chennai would
cement the city's position as a major automobile manufacturing centre and nil increase in fares, but it has however failed to meet the expectations
of the people of the state of Tamil Nadu on the whole.

Hon'ble Minister has recognised the real condition of the pending projects and I hope that he will take more effective measures for the early
completion of every approved railway project. The Diamond Quadrilateral high speed rail network would prove a game changer in terms of providing
a transport infrastructure backbone for the country.

Tirunelveli is well connected with the state capital by Road. Every day from Tirunelveli by road (NH-45B) more than 1000 Lorries and 100s of Omni
buses are going out and two private aircraft operate from Tuticorin Airport, which is nearby my constituency. Unfortunately the railway facility to our
city Tirunelveli is very limited. Four to five express train crossing Tirunelveli to connect our state capital of Tamil Nadu. Only one Express train start
from Tirunelveli is Nellai Express 12631/12632. There is a huge demand for the railway reservation to passenger train. Apart from that, the goods
carriage was not supported by the railway. Almost all the goods are transported through roadways, it is costlier than the railways. Even though
heavy demand for goods carrying train, it is an economically potential route.

Even though my constituency has the potential of revenue generation and development, but it could not do so because of non-accessibility of proper
railway service. I put forward to your kind consideration some of the long pending demands of the people of my constituency.

The industrial growth in southern districts of Tamil Nadu is battered by the non-availability of proper rail link. Early completion of Doubling and
electrification of the entire southern stretch from Kanyakumari to Chennai will develop the industrial growth.

Daily Day Time superfast Express train between Tirunelveli- Chennai via Madurai in the name of "Nellai City Express"
Basic Amenities to be fulfilled in Tirunelveli Railway Station, modernisation required in all platforms.

Ambasamudram is having a railway station (ASD) which lacks basic facilities, no efforts has been made till now to develop the basic infrastructure of
the railway station like drinking water, lights, platform roof, etc., ticket counter to manage the huge crowd of students and Government employees
traveling daily up and down to District Head Quarter Tirunelveli. With the absence of basic facilities, passengers are facing much hardship at
Ambasamudram Railway Station (ASD).

Passenger Reservation System (PRS) at Palayamkottai, Thatchanallur and Melapalayam Zonal Office as an additional facilities along with the current
facilities in the Multi Purpose Service Centre of Tirunelveli City Municipal Corporation .

Maintenance of Mobile Charging Points in all the Rail Coaches. The charging points are not working and all the charging points are loose and unable
to hold the charger properly.

Special Reservation Quota to be provided in Nellai Express for the passengers from Tirunelveli.



Escalators, Battery operated car facility to be provided to children and old age people at major stations.

New Superfast train between Tirunelveli-Madurai-Chennai via Tirunelveli Town, Pettai, Cheranmahadevi , Viravanallur, Kallidaikurichi,
Ambasamudram, Kizha Ambur, Azwarkurichi, Ravanasamudram, Kilakadaiyam, Mettur, Pavurchutram, Kizhapuliyur and Tenkasi Junction on daily
basis will encourage the small business people and students. It may also avoid rush in the roadways. Already Passenger train is running between
Tirunelveli to Sengottai in this broad gauge rail route.

Regular stoppage of all express trains at N.Panakudi (NPK) like Ananthapuri Express train No.16723/16724; Guruvayur Express train
No.16127/16128.

Express train to link Varanasi or North Indian pilgrimage destinations with Rameswaram, Madurai and Kanyakumari via Tirunelveli.

Extension of Silambu Express upto Sengottai and Super Fast express to run between Tirunelveli- Coimbatore-Bengaluru and extendable up to
Mumbai.

The toilets and coaches of the Express trains Kanyakumari Express (12634), Nellai Express (12632) and Ananthapuri Express (16724) are not
hygienic and often there is no water in the toilets. There is also rat menace in the coaches. The coaches are not clean inside.

The field survey for the new line between Tirunelveli and Sankarankoil via Pettai, Pudur, Sendamaram, Veerasigmamani has been completed. Kindly
allocate necessary fund to speed up the project.

Tirunelveli is situated on the west bank of Thamiraparani River and Palayamkottai on the east bank. Palayamkottai, being the administrative
headquarters with the establishment of educational institutions and various industries, public and semi- public offices exhibit a remarkable
development. Addition of 1st AC Coach in Train No.12631/12632 Nellai Express Chennai Egmore-Tirunelveli is in need of one 1st AC Coach.

Kavalkinaru is an important village emerging as a prime hub for trade and distribution of vegetables and flowers, Surrounded by many small villages,
it serves as a marketing center for both Tirunelveli district and adjacent districts of Kerala too. This Kavalkinaru village which had a functional
Railway station between 1981 and 1994 is not having railway station as on date, it was closed 20 years back considering the revenue generation.

Now there is a need to relook because in the last two decades more than 100 wind mills have been developed and many Educational Institutions
have been established in and around Kavalkinaru. There is also a modern flower market with state - of -art facilities, such as cold storage facilities
and electronic auctioning system. More importantly Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant which is in the vicinity of Kavalkinaru is also in operation. Now
it has become a long felt need since every day thousands of students, business people, private and Government employees, construction workers
and traders need to have Rail connectivity with a stoppage for train running through Kavalkinaru.

It is the long term demand of my constituency people to make re-operational the railway station and a transformed station can change the skyline of
small and medium cities and bring in revenues and become an incubator of local economy.

I appreciate the Hon'ble Railway Minister that this budget had placed considerable emphasis on improving the experience of the rail traveler by
improving cleanliness, security, catering, toilet and other facilities at stations and trains while safety in operation has also been appropriately
accorded the highest priority. I appreciate the steps to improve the rail safety. It is informed that in order to strengthen security in trains and at
stations 17000 RPF personnel have been recruited and are ready for deployment and there is also proposal to recruit 4000 women RPF security
personnel to ensure security of ladies who are travelling alone. While tanking Hon'ble Minister, I would like to request him to take initiatives to
extend the purview of safety to all passenger trains, especially in trains which are running overcrowded in sub-urban areas.

I have listed only few demands of my constituency here. However, there are still a number of demands as far as railway are concerned because of
the fact that my constituency is ultimately deprived of railway services for many years. I feel it is my utmost duty to get all those pending works
finished during my tenure and hope that I will do, with the better co-ordination of the central government and guidance of our Hon'ble Chief Minister
of Tamil Nadu, Dr. Puratchi Thalaivi Amma.
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*DR. THOKCHOM MEINAYA ( INNER MANIPUR): I express my views on Railway Budget, 2016-17 as presented by Hon. Railway Minister, Shri Suresh
Prabhu ji. At the very outset, I would like to place on record my heartfelt congratulations to the Hon Minister for his 2nd Railway Budget, 2016-17.
However, I would say that this is really an un-balanced budget. I do stand here to oppose the budget.

I would very respectfully state that this budget is non-inclusive both in content and in quality. In terms of passenger safety, the Railway Minister has
failed to provide anything concrete. Anyway, I do not blame him for this. he cannot possibly do anything with his both hands tied. This Government is
a perfect example of simple window system with the boss keeping the key of the window.

There is no increase in passenger fares this year also.

I shall now come directly to region specific. The Railway Minister has not shown the real picture of the Jiribam-Imphal (97.9Km) National Railway
praject of Manipur. I come from the state, Manipur. Manipur along with other states of the Northeast and the state of J&K are no longer categorized
as Special Category States of the country. Manipur is one such state where no train has ever run. There are still some elders in the state who have
never seen a train wagon forget about travelling in it.

In 2004, for the first time, the UPA- I Government sanctioned the Jiribam-Tupul (Imphal) Railways National Project. The foundation stone was laid at
Jirighat by the then Hon Prime Minister in 2004 in presence of the then Union Railway Minister. This project was initially targeted to be completed by
2010, extended to 2012 then to 2014 and now to 2017.Very unfortunate, is not it? What a pity. It is now left to be further delayed and targeted to be



completed by 2019. The reason for this delay is attributed to the adverse law and order situation in these areas. We are very sorry to learn that the
Ministry has not taken up the matter with the concerned authorities for providing necessary security coverage for these projects.

I very respectfully urge upon the Union Government more particularly the Home Ministry that funds to maintain a dedicated security to all the
National Projects sanctioned in these regions may kindly be considered and implemented in the best interest of all concerned. Where has gone the
initiation of the proposal for creation of North-East Region Rail Development Fund for ensuring necessary funds for timely completion of National
projects in the region. The Diesel Locomotive Centre at Imphal proposed by the then Railway Minister in her Railway Budget speech 2011-2012 is
yet to see the light of the day.

Lastly, I would like to seek the indulgence of the Hon. Members to tell the fact that the North East region is a mini India in its true sense of the term.
Many different small ethic groups settle together there. The people in this region practice all forms of religions-Hinduism, Christianity, Islam,
Buddhism, Jainism which are of course the time tested indigenous religions.

The looks of these people are more akin to those in the East, Far-East and South-East Asia and are allegedly having some genuine difficulties to be
identified along with their brethren in the mainland India.

This being the actual position, the initiatives from the Ministry like the Union Railway Ministry in the right direction towards achieving the inclusive
growth as has been desired in this great country have become imminent, which is very much lacking in the present Railway budget.

The present Rail Budget talks of the North East in Para 23: " Better connectivity to the North Eastern States is of utmost priority for our Government.
We have opened the long-awaited Broad Gauge Lumding-Silchar section in Assam, thus connecting Barak Valley with rest of the country. We also
brought Agartala, the capital of Tripura on to the Broad Gauge network. The States of Mizoram and Manipur are also set to come on the Broad
Gauge map of the country soon with commissioning of the Kathakal-Bhairabi and Arunachal-Jiribam Gauge Conversion projects.”" This looks like a
mirage following the previous experiences.

Finally, it is not encouraging to note that steps taken up by the previous Railway Minister in order to contribute to the national skill development
programme of the Union Government, the Railway Ministry by starting to impart skills to the youth in railway related trades in 25 locations across
the country including Agartala, Dimapur, Imphal and Lumding from the Northeast were not mentioned anywhere in the present budget, we are very
sorry about it.

I therefore, oppose the Railway Budget, 2016-17.

*SHRI ABHLJIT MUKHERJEE (JANGIPUR): I express my views on Railway Budget 2016-17. I also convey my sincere thanks to my Party
Leadership for giving me this chance.

I endorse all the points raised/spoken on the subject by my earlier esteemed colleague from Indian National congress and few others. I only mention
few points with the request to include in your reply in supplementary budget, etc.

As there is no direct train from Jangipur to Howrah/Sealdah/Kolkata, it is requested to extend the existing Jangipur (Nimtita) to Katwa local train via
Azimganj up to either Howrah/ Sealdah / Kolkata whichever is technical possible. It is also requested that the same train be made Fast Passenger
from Katwa to this destination (Howrah/Sealdah /Kolkata) with minimum stoppage as there are many trains in this particular segment.

Please add atleast three (3) General Compartments and one AC Chair Car in Train No: 13465 Up/Dn. (Howrah to Malda via Azimganj/Jangipur
Intercity Express ). The travel time of the above referred train may be shortened by atleast one hour from the existing timing.

Jangipur Railway Station may be upgraded as a Model Railway Station during doubling of Katwa-Azimganj Malda line.

Azimganj to Murshidbad (Ziaganj), the approach line between, on both the side of river Ganges is yet to be done. No additional allocation has been
given for this job also in this budget and no date for completion of this budget has been fixed.

Therefore it is my demand that this job may please be completed at the earliest and additional budget be allocated/ sanctioned for this scheme
/project.

In your budget, you have mentioned a Gauge Conversation job from Ahmodpur- Katwa In (52km approx), but no additional fund has been allocated
in this budget against your projected estimate of Rs.579 Crore.

Therefore, additional budget may please be granted for this job and the segment from Ahmodpur to Kirnahar line be commissioned on or before
forthcoming Durga Puja (October,2016) . A train local or Fast Passenger, be introduced from Kirnahar to Howrah/ Sealdah / Kolkata via Ahmodpur
Jn., Bolpur, Khana Jn. and Burdwan.

It may please be noted that Nalhati Jn. to Azimganj In. railway segment was taken up for doubling with a Road Over Bridge (ROB) at Nalhati by the
then railway minister of UPA-I, Madam Mamata Banerjee. It is sad that there is also no budget allocation for this purpose.

Therefore, please sanction the required fund for completion of doubling of Nalhati to Azimganj railway line including electrification and a ROB at
Nalhati. Also please consider to connect Moregram (Nalhati -Azimganj Line) to Jangipur (Azimganj)to Farakka/Malda Line) by laying a new line.
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*PROF. SUGATA BOSE (JADAVPUR): I wish to submit suggestions for two specific changes I would like the Hon'ble Railway Minister to make in his
budget for 2016-17. The first relates to the metro railway project in greater Kolkata. The second has to do with the station development policy he
has announced in his budget speech.

I am glad that the Railway Minister has declared his support for the East-West Metro Railway Project in Kolkata. However, if he really wishes to
create a synergy between rail, road, air and water-transport in greater Kolkata, it is essential to extend the metro railway from the airport by 15 km
beyond New Garia all the way to Baruipur. This has to be done on an urgent basis to transform inter-modal transport in that region. I hope he will
announce budgetary support for this extension in his reply to this debate.

The Hon'ble Minister has announced its new guidelines for Station Development aimed at developing railway station lands and amenities through
Public Private Partnerships (PPP). The new norms make available excess station lands and air space not needed for railway operations available to
private developers for commercial development and the creation of "World Class Station" as identified in the relevant Manual of Standards published
by the Railways.

I welcome the initiative by the Railways to monetize and develop centrally located station lands in its A-1 and A category stations through the PPP
mode; this initiative has its heart in the right place in that station development the world over have resorted to the PPP mode to create excellent
urban infrastructure that answers a number of needs, both private and public. These include retail, tourist infrastructure, public services, better
intermodal connectivity, better circulation within and without station premises, civic waiting spaces, etc. Setting down transparent norms as to the
public procurement of private technical inputs as well as the transfer of public rights to private use is also a necessary step for Railways to further
modernize and capitalize on its existing assets to take it forward into the future.

The principal flaw of the new Railway norms is that they see station land somewhat in the manner of rentiers or zamindars, as merely developable
land that the Railways will bid out to the highest bidder provided certain operational boundaries are respected. In a PPP mode, this neither satisfies
private interests nor does it make the best case for the enormous public good that can result from strategic planning in and around station lands,
and whose net result will be higher valuation of station assets, and consequently higher revenue inflows into current cash-strapped railway budget.
By taking the zamindari approach, Indian Railways is selling itself in developing strategies that could considerably augment its revenues.

Railway stations are not like airports in that railway stations have historically been the center of urban life. In addition to their key role in enabling
human and goods flows, the large "catchment" of people passing, waiting, connecting or meeting at train stations foster a wide range of economic
and transit activity whose relations and linkages need to be better understood and managed. In this light, railway stations offer a high potential for
value capture from the considerable economic networks, involving multiple kinds of economic agents, that tend to cluster around it. It is therefore
important to expand the mandate for railway station redevelopment to enhance intermodality and as a location for civic and public services.

The Railways appears to have taken the view that exploring the options to realize various public goods is merely a cost-side sink, and therefore to be
economized as much as possible. This is not how it needs to be. Smart, strategic planning involving new kinds of public goods, realized in
collaboration with surrounding economic interests, can push up values of the urban districts surrounding station lands, thus allowing for higher
ranges of investment that would benefit both Railways and it partners. In developed countries, urban administrations, railway authorities and private
developers have come together to form Business Improvement Districts (BIDS) that capitalize on the economic boost that comes for strategic use of



station land and the multiple economic interrelationships that can come from collaboration between private and public interests. Far from being the
discarded and overcrowded mess that railway stations were fifty years ago in these countries and that Indian station are today, railway stations
today operate as the nodes for stunning new civic infrastructure and real estate development strategies, reinvigorating these old CBDs with new
infusions of capital that also serve as a source of revenue for the rails.

Operations, maintenance and security in benchmarked examples around the world (New York Grand Central Station being the model here) require a
range of partnerships with multiple land-owners, investors, and tenants of a BID. There is a very little in the new station development norms created
by Indian Railways to suggest that such strategic thinking could be possible, involving multilateral partnerships between cities, urban economic
bodies, developers and railway itself. Both, in the fiscal and design parameters, the proposed beneficiary of this land development strategy seems to
be a single developer who is required to combine urban planning wisdom, investment prowess, design excellence and superb technical knowledge.

Efficient price finding may require multiple relationship with a variety of investors and partners at many "price points", to enhance competition as
well as value. In certain cases, if not all, it may be more optimal for the Railways to act as "master developer" with several private partners to be a
truly competitive and elastic market for investors, developers, and tenants (or master-tenants). Because of their central locations, railway stations
should be developed under a long lease basis where the improvements revert back to railway ownership to be repurposed for long term civic needs.

Mechanical divisions of authority between railway operations and commercial development mitigate against integrated functioning between railway -
driven footfalls and private capitalization of these footfalls. In a properly integrated approach, it would be necessary to radically rethink the manner
in which station operations and other continuous/related activities in the public or commercial realm are governed and managed. Railway station
improvements should closely reflect the unique local circumstances and conditions that surround each station. This might mean creating more
autonomous local station development authorities controlled by the railways that are given more strategic license to prepare detailed plans, perhaps
even with financial bonding capacities. The current norms offer no such strategic outlook as to devolution or potential reworking of authority.

Train stations in India can truly become world class amenities. But to truly do so, it would be important to adopt much liberal processes of
engagement with multiple actors than the current norms allow.

* SHRI ARKA KESHARI DEO (KALAHANDI): Firstly, I thank the Hon'ble Railway Minister to present a growth oriented Rail Budget 2016-17 in this

August House on 25t February, 2016. Indian Railways are the 4! largest Railway network in the world having employed 14 lakh employees with
criss-crossing the Indian sub-continent. Nearly 21,000 trains running daily by carrying 2.3 crores passengers and 3 million tones of freight. Indian
Railways has been rightly called as "A State within a State". After going through the Railway Budget what I have learnt is that the Hon'ble Minister
has put emphasis on scale, development, transformation and growth on infrastructure. The growth has a multiplier effect on the economy by
generating more demand for steel, cement and logistic. The electrification of line, port connectivity, 17,000 bio toilets , 400 railway stations to be
made wi-fi connection, two locomotive factories for worth of Rs. 40,000 crores, elevated link rail corridors, multi modal logistic park and 3 more
freight corridors through PPP model are the highlights of current year rail Budget.

The other highlights of the Rail Budget includes low cost A/C superfast double decker in busy routes, more coaches for un-reserved passengers of
long distance trains, no hike in ticket fare, optional travel insurance at the time of booking, cleaning of toilets through sms, elimination of all un-
manned level crossings, running of semi high speed trains along the golden quadrilateral etc.

I represent Kalahandi Parliamentary Constituency in the State of Odisha which is one of the backward districts of the country. After 66 years of our
Independence people are deprived of availing the facility of railway service in the Nuapada district which is also coming under my parliamentary
constituency.

The following railway projects may kindly be included by the Hon'ble Railway Minister before seeking vote on Account on Railway Budget
1. A new railway line from Kantabaniji to Khariar is necessary although the survey has already been done by BNR.
2. A wagon repair factory at Narla is a must.
3. Opening of current ticket reservation counter at Narla Railway Statio.

4. Goods train may be extended upto Junagarh to collect paddy from the farmers.

*SHRI D.K. SURESH (BANGALORE RURAL): The Railway Budget presented by Shri Suresh Prabhu ji has disappointed people of India particularly
people of Karnataka. There were long-standing demands pending for the approval of Indian Railways.

Railway Budget 2016-17 is very disappointed, lacks vision for the development of railway infrastructure to provide better connectivity for the rapidly



developing urban and semi urban areas. There is the stress of increasing urbanization. People are constantly moving from villages to cities, looking
for a better life. For this movement, they need trains. It has not made any announcement of new railway projects.

Though he started his speech with three pillars of his strategy - Nav Arjan (new resoureces), Nav Manak (new norms) and Nav Sanrachna (new
structures), the Budget did not come across as an inspiring roadmap.

The gross traffic receipts in 2015-16 were short by Rs. 15,744 crore compared to the budget target of Rs. 1,83,578 crore. Both passenger and goods
traffic performed below expectation. The freight earnings have been impacted by the low demand from the core sector. The Indian Railway with the
national transporter missing its target is going to be achieved.

There is no mention of the measures how the Indian Railways face an additional burden of Rs. 28,450 crore on account of increase in staff salary as
per Seventh Pay Commission recommendations. Consequently, the operating ratio, a parameter of railway efficiency, a percentage of spending over
earnings, will deteriorate to 92 per cent next year against 90 percent likely to be achieved this year.

Rs. 2,779 crore has been allocated to Karnataka for various Railway works, as against Rs. 2,496 crore sanctioned in 2015-16. Though the Railway
Minister has allocated Rs. 2779 crores, it is only 19% increase from the previous budget. As the cost of materials and inflation are constantly on the
rise the 19% increase in the allocation has no way benefitted Karnataka state. Another point I would like to mention is that in Rs. 2779 crores
include the 50% cost sharing of State Government.

This Budget has not laid down the roadmap for developing next generation railway infrastructure including new railway zones. The Railway Minister
mentioned about suburban rail system for Bengaluru. It is not a new announcement. In 2010-11, the then Railways Minister, Mamata Banerjee, too,
spoke about partnering with the States for improving the suburban railway system. Thereafter, Shri D.V. Sadananda Gowda ji, in his maiden railway
budget in 2014, said that suburban trains were necessary to decongest Benguluru, and a study needed to be completed. So there is nothing new in
the present railway budget in this regard. The proposal for Bengaluru Suburban Railway system has seemed as a passing reference in the budget.
The Railway Minister has not clarified on the project and fund commitments. It just said that the project will be implemented on cost-sharing
partnership with the State Government. Our Chief Minister has made an assurance that Karnataka Government is ready to provide land and share 50
percent of the project cost to fulfill the needs of sub-urban railway transportation of Bengaluru city. It has been over 10 years since the city has been
demanding a suburban rail and it has been held up owing to a lack of funds for the project. If it is implemented it will address the immediate
concerns of congestion in the city and also help Bengaluru retain its position as preferred business destination.

The budget makes no mention about any of the requests from the State Government to improve railway connectivity in the State of Karnataka.
Various peoples' organizations, and the people representatives submitted representations and our Hon'ble Chief Minister had held a detailed
discussion recently with Railway Minister Suresh Prabhu ji and requested him to consider some of important proposals for inclusion in the budget
such as a direct train connectivity between the Bengaluru city station and the Kempegowda international airport, introduction of a speed train on the
Chennai-Bengaluru-Mysuru route, early completion of the Bengaluru-Hassan railway line, and a new Hubli-Ankola Railway line. But the budget
includes "none of the proposals which are very important for the rapid development of the State of Karnataka. For example there is an urgent need
for time-bound completion of Bengaluru-Mysuru, extension of double track work from Bangarpet to Mulbagal and Chittoor on the Bengaluru-Tirupati
line. The railway budget has not made any commitment in this regard.

A new MEMU train service (6 days) was announced between Bangalore and Ramanagara which falls in my Parliamentary Constituency. Even though
the electrification work on this line has been completed, it has not been commissioned even after more than a year. The electrification work has
been completed until Channapatna, but the plan is to provide service only up to Ramanagara. I request the Union Government to complete this
electrification work immediately and also extend the MEMU services up to Channapatna. There is a need to introduce more Holiday Special Trains
from Bangalore to Mysore to meet the growing demand.

It is second consecutive year that no new permanent trains have been announced to meet the growing demand of the people of the state of
Karnataka. There is a lot of pressure during peak hours, particularly office timings in the railway line between Bengaluru and Mysuru. There is a need
to increase the frequency of trains to bring down the pressure. But there is no announcement in the railway budget in this regard.

I would also suggest that since it is difficult for the elderly and disabled to climb stairs, the Government should take steps to explore possibilities for
installation of lifts and escalators in railway station.

I would like to express my deep sorrow for not completing some of the works which were sanctioned in the years 1996-67 and 1997-98.

One of the pending lines is Bengaluru-Satyamangalam for which we had cleared Rs. 901 crore. Except a meagre allocation of Rs. 10 crore for the
Bengaluru-Kanakapura - Kollegala-Satyamangalam new line, it appeared that the hon'ble Railway Minister has not taken any significant step towards
the completion of this railway line. I would like to request the hon. Railway Minister to provide more Budgetary allocation for this new railway line
between Chamarajanagar and Bangalore via Kanakapura and Kollegal. This new railway line is both economically viable and a socially desirable
praject for the Indian Railways. Unless the project is completed and infrastructure is created, no overall development will take place in the region.

In this railway budget, the Hon'ble Minister announced Six new railway lines, Three doubling, and three new lines were announced but there is no
allocation for these projects. It shows that the Railway Minister himself is not confident about getting clearance for the projects from the
Environment Ministry. That is the reason why he did not allocate any fund for them.

A separate railway zone has been a dream for the Coastal Karnataka and the north Karnataka region for many decades. The railway budget has not
announced any new railway zones for the state of Karnataka. Overall, the railway budget did not meet the people's expectations.

This Budget does not have anything related to the development of railway infrastructure keeping in mind the future generations and their need for
having better transportation of railways. Karnataka has been lagging behind so far as railway connectivity is concerned. How it is possible to develop
a State without any new train or the separate railway zone.



This budget would benefit the foreign and national corporate companies.

There is no mention about the status to introduce Bullet train between Chennai and Bengalore in this Budget. Chennai-Bangalore High Speed Rail link
should be introduced and extended to Mumbai via Hubli, with an additional link to Mysore. In an age of high-speed trains that help you reach your
destination in double quick time within the confines of air-conditioned luxury.

The Railway Minister has not mentioned anything to recruit all the backlog of SC/ST/OBC and other categories. There is an urgent need to bring
reform in the process of recruitment for all the vacancies in the Indian Railways. At present, there is unnecessary delay in recruiting required number
of posts in the Railway due to age old policies. Therefore hon'ble Railway Minister should take immediate steps to infuse advanced technology in the
recruitment process of Indian Railways.

*SHRI ADHALRAQO PATIL SHIVAJIRAO (SHIRUR): To begin with, I must extend my heartiest congratulations to Hon'ble Minister of Railways Shri
Suresh Prabhu for having presented an excellent railway budget. The rail budget has achieved many mile stones as it has announced commencement
of many long pending projects. There is substantial provision for improving basic infrastructure for railways while not imposing any extra burden on
passengers. That's why with all my understanding and knowledge of rail budgets so far, I can say it's a novel rail budget in many aspects.

Here it is pertinent to mention that the Pune-Nashik railway line is of vital importance. The two cities have continued to grow in terms of business,
commerce and industries. The Pune-Nashik Railway Line provides the essential connectivity between the two important cities. Such connectivity is
particularly important for the growth of commerce and trade in agricultural goods.

As a public representative from the district of Pune, this project is so close to my heart. I have tirelessly been pursuing the project with the Ministry
of Railways from my first election in 2004. I have extensively communicated in writing and personally with Lalu Prasad Yadav, Mamata Banerjee,
Dinesh Trivedi, Mukul Roy, C.P. Joshi, Pawan Kumar Bansal, Mallikarjun Kharge, Sadanand Gouda and now with Shri Suresh Prabhu, all railway
ministers so far from 2004. I personally feel the sense of achievement as this project has been approved in this rail budget. But I must also point out
to the delay that may occur in the realization of this project soon. The construction of Pune-Nashik Railway Line is a joint venture between the
Indian Railways and the Government of Maharashtra. So, even the initial work of conducting survey and preparing detailed project report (DPR
Report) would only begin once a joint venture company is formed by the Central and State Government. As we are aware, the formation of a
company may take 7-8 months' time. Therefore, I request Hon'ble Railway Minister not to keep the survey and the DPR of the project pending the
company is formed. As an interim arrangement, the required amount of Rs. 2 to 3 crore should be sanctioned by the Railway Ministry so that survey
and DPR is initiated at the earliest. Then the spent money can be adjusted as recovered once the company is formed for the next level of project
completion.

At the same time, I plead with Hon'ble Railway Minister to oblige people by approving another vital railway line of Kalyan-Ahmednagar via Malshej in
the next Rail Budget. This project is long dreamed of, by people and me as their representative, for many years. It would be like a dream come true
to us if this project is approved in the next Rail Budget.

The Kalyan-Ahmadnagar via Malshej railway line would provide the shortest route for people to travel to the city of Mumbai, the financial capital of
India. This project would greatly ease the transport of vegetables, fruits that is largely produced in the places like Junnar, Narayangaon, Ghodegaon,
Otur that come in my parliamentary constituency. These agricultural productions are largely transported to the markets of Mumbai. These places
cover not only my constituency but also from other surrounding areas on the route. Presently, this transport is done by the long road resulting into
lot of wastage of the agro products. So, once again, I urge Hon'ble Minister to bestow his generosity upon us by approving this railway project in the
next rail budget.

I would like to bring another important issue related to Pune-Miraj and Pune-Solapur railway lines to the notice of Hon'ble Railway Minister. There
are many railway gates on these railway lines. These gates are very fatal and also crate heavy traffic congestion. Because of this, commuters face a
lot of inconvenience. Therefore, I would like to urge hon'ble Railway Minister to arrange for sufficient funds to construct necessary rail over bridges

Similarly, I would like to plead with Railway Minister to start a local train on Pune-Daund railway route. People from Daund, Patas, Kedgaon, Yawat,
Urali Kanchan, Koregaon Mul, Loni Kalbhor, that fall on Pune-Daund railway line travel to Pune to attend to their offices in the city. In the recent
years, the number of commuters from these places to Pune and back grew manifolds as a result of growth of the city of Pune in terms of commerce
and service sector. So, I humbly request to the Hon'ble Railway Minister to approve this important project soon. Similarly, I have been following yet
another important railway line of Pune-Goa via Panvel for about 2-3 years' time now. I must bring to the kind notice of Hon'ble Railway Minister that
6-7 lakh people from Konkan region have been residing in the district of Pune, This Railway Line would provide a great solace to people from Konkan.

Hon'ble Railway Minister has greatly obliged Mumbaikars by approving the elevated Railway Projects of "Oval Ground to Virar" and "CST to Panvel".
A sum of Rs. 631 crore has been arranged for the projects under MUTP-2. But, though the projects under MUTP-3 would require an amount of Rs.
11, 444 crore, only Rs. 5 crore has been approved in this budget. Required money needs to be approved soon if the project is to be set up
successfully. I am quite hopeful that Shri Suresh Prabhu would take up this matter on priority basis.

This railway budget has seen the approval for 11 new railway lines, survey of 7 new railway routes and electrification, subways, rail over bridges,
terminal at Hadapsar and so on. We in Maharashtra are quite happy that new railway projects in Marathwada, Vidarbha, North-Maharashtra, and
Mumbai are taken up in this rail budget. This is definitely good development for the overall development of the state of Maharashtra. We, the people
in Maharashtra, would like express our heartfelt thanks to Hon'ble Shri Prabhu for that. But the necessary railway projects like Karad-Chiplun Railway
Line that connects to the Konkan haven't found place in this budget. I request Hon'ble Railway Minister to consider this project as well. At the same,



it is important to arrange for sufficient funds to provide necessary rail amenities to the commuters by local in Mumbai. I would like to cheer up
Hon'ble Prabhu by asking him to execute the projects at the earliest. The administration must be given necessary clearances soon.

In the conclusion, I would like to congratulate Hon'ble Prabhu once again for achieving this great feat so successfully despite challenging
circumstance posed before him. He has tried doing justice to every region and every stratum of the society by adequately addressing all their
worries.

*SHRI S.P MUDDAHANUME GOWDA : I oppose the Budget proposals presented by the hon. Railway Minister, Shri Suresh Prabhu jo. This year also
the Hon. Minister has only given many visions for the future without substantiating as to where from the finances will come.

Hon. Railway Minister has not announced any new railway projects or trains in spite of increasing demand by the general public. Every year, there
will be heavy rush in usage of trains. Enhancement of rail facilities is the need of the hour. But the hon. Railway Minister, instead of attending the
growing need of the users of rails, has given much importance regarding the various reformative theories which will not help the people in the
country who are using the trains.

The Railway Budget does not give any answers to the fundamental issues related to infrastructure development, income accumulation and quality
travelling. The Budget claims that there is no increase in passenger fare and freight charge. That is right. There is no compulsion that the
announcement of increase in passenger fare and freight charges be announced in the Railway Budget only. The Hon'ble Minister can increase these
fares at any time of the year. So, the claim of the Hon'ble Minister has no guarantee. I would like to ask that can he give any guarantee that these
fares will not be increased in the coming financial year? If yes, then we can assume that this budget is having something for the poor. But, can he?
The last year's Budget was also like that. There was no passenger fare hike, there was no hike in the freight rates. But, there were hikes in the
passenger fare and freight charges in between. The Railways has doubled the cancellation charges for the railway tickets which has affected the
people to a great extent. The hike was justified saying that it was for helping the genuine passengers to get their tickets confirmed, but this was not
totally true.

Plain reading of the Budget presented by the Hon. Railway Minister goes to show about the theoretical plan of the Railways in India instead of
practical solution to Indian Railways. Lots of areas are proposed in the Budget without there being any concrete remedy for solution of the problems
being faced by the countrymen in the Indian Railways.

Most of the railway projects run into time and cost overrun. There are no specific steps taken in the Budget to ensure effectiveness of project
implementation.

The Hon. Minister has stated that 400 railway stations would be redeveloped through PPP. Apart from this, I find that station development will be
done through PPP, cleaning of stations will be done through PPP, facility management will be through PPP, logistic park will be established through

PPP and warehouse will be done through PPP. If all these works are being carried out through PPF, then, one can feel that the privatization of the

Railways is at very nearer stage. This is not good for Railways and their employees, as the Railways are employing about 15 lakhs people. This
decision of the Railways to get work done through PPP would unrest the Railway employees, which alternatively affects the performance of the
entire Railways. I urge upon the Hon'ble Minister to have check on the PPP model in Railways.

Coming to cleanliness part of Indian Railways, Swachh Bharat campaign was started by our Hon. Prime Minister for a clean India. But the cleanliness
of Railway stations in the country, especially in Karnataka, is very bad, and is extremely worse in MRTS stations. It is a pathetic condition wherein
the railway operate dirty coaches even in premium trains like the Rajdhani Express and Doranto Express trains.

Air-conditioned coaches for suburban trains were announced a few years ago but it failed to take off. It has been the request of commuters for a
congestion-free travel by introducing 12 car racks, increasing service during non-peak hours, installing CCTV cameras and providing better sanitation
facilities in suburban railway stations.

Safety of commuters in MRTS should be ensured by installing CCTV cameras in all MRTS stations. There has been a rapid rise in the incidents of
derailment of MRTS trains and necessary action should be taken so that such incidences never happen in the future.

Hon. Railway Minister has not announced any new railway lines in the Budget which enables the Indian Railways to speed up the facilities to the
passengers of the Indian Railways. There is growing need in the various parts of the country for railway facilities by establishing new railway lines
which the Hon. Railway Minister should have done. This is one of the serious lapses in the Railway Budget presented for this year.

Now, I would like to mention about some of the important projects of my Tumkur Parliamentary Constituency of Karnataka.

Tumkur-Rayadurga railway project is under progress. Lands are being acquired and in Seemandra Area, the works are already completed. In
Karnataka part, acquisition proceedings are going on. About 171.93 acres of land has been notified in the above said villages for formation of a
Railway Junction. This is a very important Junction since the proposed Tumkur-Davangere Railway line is passing through this Junction only. This
proposed Junction is located where the Bangalore-Chennai Industrial Corridor is coming up. This is adjacent to National Highway No. 48 which runs
between Bangalore-Mumbai. This project is on the concept of sharing 50:50 ratio. Accordingly, Railway authorities have already deposited around
Rs. 45 crores with the District Administration, Tumkur for the land acquisition purpose. Karnataka Government has also taken initiative to deposit
their share now. It is very surprising to bring to your notice that the Deputy Chief Engineer of South-Western Railways himself has written for de-
notification of nearly 145 acres of land out of 171.93 acres already acquired stating only 27.62 acres is sufficient. The preliminary notification and
final notification are already issued and the land now vests with Government. There is absolutely no objection from the farmers whose lands are
acquired. It is crystal clear that due to the pressure of some vested interest persons, Railway authorities are trying to get the lands de-notified to
benefit the real-estate people which is bringing bad name to the Indian Railways among the general public. I urge the Railway Minister to issue
necessary instructions to the authorities concerned to desist from giving up the lands acquired for Indian Railways, in favour of some vested interest



persons in the interest of much awaited Railway Junction to be formed.

I would like to request the Hon'ble Minister to kindly take up the following projects of Tumkur Parliamentary Constituency in the interest of general
public: Construction of Railway Under Bridge (RUB) at LC No. 42, i.e. towards Shanthinagar from Gandhinagar in Tumkur Railway Station in
Karnataka; Construction of Railway Under Bridge (RUB) at Km. 65/5 near Tumkur Railway Station using existing defunct small under bridge space to
enable to have free movement of citizens from one side to another side of the railway station; and Railway electrification programme between
Tumkur and Chikkabanavara in the Bangalore-Arasekere stretch to enable to provide Rapid Mass Railway Transit facilities between Tumkur-
Bangalore and to help daily travellers.
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SHRI K.H. MUNIYAPPA (KOLAR): Madam Chairperson, the hon. Minister for Railways has a good vision but vision alone will not serve the purpose
unless the vision materializes into practical work.

As regards passenger amenities, the hon. Minister could not understand the problems of the common man while more than 2.3 crore passengers
travel daily by trains. The railway amenities are in a poor state with reference to drinking water, hygiene and cleanliness of toilets and the quality of
food.

As regards freight decline, freight is the backbone of Indian Railways. Indian Railways largely earns by freight but it is surprising to know that the
volume of freight has stagnated for the last two years while it has always grown at the rate of 7 to 15 per cent every year.

Coming to freight corridors, goods have to reach timely and have to be delivered at the right time. So, fast movement and timely reaching the
destination is important. I urge upon the hon. Minister to lay special emphasis on freight corridors from Delhi to Mumbai and Delhi to Kolkata.

I really appreciate the hon. Minister for announcing a new corridor towards the South and towards the East. Earlier, we had made a plan but
ultimately, the hon. Minister agreed for a corridor to connect the southern parts of the country, namely, Hyderabad, Bangalore and Chennai. These
are the most important cities where agricultural produces and other commercial goods get transported. If there is a freight corridor, time will be
saved and goods will reach the destination at the proper time without getting perished.

I will really appreciate if some initiative is taken on this point but the announcement made is not sufficient. I think the hon. Minister, while replying,
will address the issues of on-going projects of freight corridors and the new projects which he has planned. I also appreciate him for the freight
corridor to link the southern parts and the northern parts of the country. But when are you going to implement it? The hon. Minister may also explain
his vision about it.

Regarding bullet train, of course, any Government which comes to power has to take some steps about it. You know the cost for it. For each
kilometer, you will be spending Rs. 200 crore whether you are expecting external funding or not. The railway network covers a distance of 65,000
kilometres and the average speed of freight traffic is 20 to 30 kilometres per hour and the speed of passenger trains is 50 to 60 kilometres. Even
Rajdhani and other trains which are fast moving trains do not exceed 80 kilometres except Delhi-Agra section.

I would like to urge upon the hon. Minister to make up his mind or vision to increase the speed by 20 kilometres per hour. If the trains which are
covering the railway network of 65,000 kilometres move at this speed, the common man of this country will get the benefit because time will be
saved and they will reach their destination on time which is most important. If you spend nearly Rs. 3 lakh crore as against Rs. 1 lakh crore for 500
kilometres, the entire Indian Railways will get a new shape. It was recommended by the Standing Committee on Railways chaired by Shri Dinesh
Trivedi.

I think Shri Reddy is also a Member of that Committee. We unanimously recommended — irrespective of political parties — that if you give a little
attention to spend money on this, even if it is through external resources, the entire Railways will be given a new shape and all the passengers,
more than 2.5 crore of them, will be benefited and they will praise you. The hon. Minister should take note of it. Your vision will be useful for the
whole country rather than benefiting only Mumbai — Ahmedabad route. You have to look after the entire country. That is my eamest request to the
Government of India in general and to Shri Suresh Prabhu in particular. The hon. Minister has made up his mind to do something in the Railways.

The other important area is port connectivity. You have given a new thrust. You have announced projects for port connectivity under the PPP model.



We do not know how it is going to be funded, whether it is through the external resources or whether the State Governments have agreed to these
projects. Of course, this is a good thing. This is required. New ports and State level ports have to be developed. You have mentioned this in the
Budget. But we are not able to understand who exactly is going to invest the money. We do not know whether it will be done through external
resources or with the States' participation. You have just mentioned only the PPP model. So, we want to know about this also.

Another most important area is this. When we were in the Government, the States like undivided Andhra Pradesh, Karanataka, Maharashtra and
Jharkhand had agreed to implement the projects under the PPP model by sharing the cost. The States like Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh and Jharkhand
agreed to invest two-thirds of the cost. At that time Karnataka and undivided Andhra Pradesh agreed to give free land and also for cost sharing.
When Kumari Mamata Banerjee was the Rail Minister we sanctioned 14 projects. The entire Railway Board met the then Chief Minister Shri Y.S.
Rajasekhar Reddy at his office. He said that he wants to see that the backward areas and districts are connected through the rail network and he
said that he was ready to give free land and also ready for cost sharing. Under that proposal some of the projects were approved. For some of the
projects the Government of Andhra Pradesh gave assistance. On the same line, Karnataka, in principle, has agreed to this. They have already given
some project money. There also you have more than 14 projects and you have to provide funds this time. The Government of Karnataka, in principle,
agreed to this. They have written a letter to the Board saying that for the on-going and the remaining projects, they are ready to give money and
also free land.

You know very well that after the Land Acquisition Act of 2013, neither the State Government nor the Central Government could acquire even a
single acre of land. That is why all the projects in this country have come to a standstill. Nearly 13 to 14 States have agreed for cost sharing. I would
request and urge upon the hon. Minister to implement the projects. That is one of the most important aspects.

I would like to mention another important thing. The Government has already identified the land for the railway coach factory to the tune of 1,180
acres.

They are willing to give; they have written to the Board. This year, the Railway Department has not given sufficient money. The Government of
Karnataka is willing to give their share of cost and provide land.

I met the hon. Minister last week before the Budget regarding yard modification at Bangarupet which would connect the entire country. I hope the
hon. Minister while replying would include this. I had also requested for some trains — Bangarupet-Shirdi; Bangarupet-Ajmer; Bengaluru-Nagoor;
Bengaluru-Velankani — which connect southern parts of the country to visit these pilgrim places. I hope in your reply while announcing the trains, I
think, you would take care of these trains.

This is the second time the hon. Minister has not announced any new surveys, new lines, new trains. This would impact the common people, and
particularly the Members of Parliament. They have great amount of aspiration; they are waiting for his announcement. But the hon. Minister had
given us a mechanical Budget. Your vision may be economic development, increasing the freight, growth, hygienic condition in Railways, etc. We can
understand these things but the people of this country wants new lines, new trains. In every Budget, it is a convention for the Minister to announce
new trains.

When I was in the Chair, I explained and expressed my feelings to the effect that every Member wants something — be it new railway line or
survey or a new train or a stoppage or RoUs or RoBs. But the hon. Minister has disappointed the hon. Members of Parliament. For the second time,
you have disappointed us. I hope, at least in your reply you satisfy all the hon. Members. It is not concerning any political party. The hon. Members
are elected by 20 lakh people; they have aspirations; they are answerable to people. They have to tell the people that the hon. Railway Minister has
announced a new surveys, new trains, new stoppages, new RoBs for us. This is what the people, who voted for us, are expecting. I hope you
understand the feelings of the Members of Parliament.

I appreciated your vision and I hope you would try to do something. But in the last one year, you have stated the same vision. I would request
you to respond while replying as to what was the progress on the vision which you had given last year. This year, you have given some visions about
what you are going to do. I appreciate it. It is required. Railways is one of the largest organisations in the world but your talent and vision should
work and materialise. This is only my earnest request. The people of this country are expecting from you and that Shri Prabhu is a very talented and
intelligent Minister, and that he would do something. At least in the ensuing year we have to see the results. Thank you very much.

*SHRIMATI POONAM MAHAJAN (NORTH CENTRAL MUMBAI) : I thank the Government for bringing in the Railway Budget 2016-17. The vision of Mr.

Suresh Prabhu ji, Honourable Minister for Railways is simple yet effective - a change to challenge the conventional thinking policies in order to bring
back the railways' share in the transportation approach, which has been truly reflected in this budget. By following the triple principles of 'Nav Arjan'
(new revenues), 'Nav Manak'(New norms) and 'Nav Sanrachna' (new structures), Mr. Prabhu has announced a sound mechanism for a major
transformation of Indian Railways. Moreover, keeping with the interests of all passengers, the recent rail budget has announced that there is going
to be no hike in the passenger fares. In the rail budget, he has announced a saving of 8,720 crore rupees for budget estimates of last year will be
effected this year and the Ministry hopes to generate revenues to the order of 1,84,820 crores, 10.1% higher than the revised target for the current
year which is laudable.

The Railway Ministry has struck true to its 3 Rs - restructure, reorganise and rejuvenate. The rail budget has announced that 1780 automatic ticket
vending machines will be installled. Moreover, Wi-Fi services are going to be introduced at 100 stations this year and 400 more stations over the
next two years in line with the 'Digital India' initiative of the Government. The rail budget also promises 1600 km of electrification this year and 2000
km in the next year. These policies will surely place the Indian Railways on the global map in terms of smart delivery of services.

Today, the Railway Ministry has proved that 'Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas' is not just a mere slogan, it is an integral ingredient in the government
policies. The Rail Budget has taken into account the needs and requirements of everyone. For instance, e-booking on concession passes for
journalists have been introduced in this budget. It also has a welfare vision for senior citizens, wherein the senior citizens quota shall be increased
by 50% resulting in almost 120 berths per train. Special emphasis has been given for improvisation in Railway infrastructure for enabling 'divyang'



people. The Government has announced that there will be online booking of wheelchairs, braille-enabled coaches, separate toilets and a one-time
registration for availing concessions while booking tickets online, because the Government firmly believes that the 'divyang' should be a part of the
society, not apart from the society.

Everyone is welcoming the fact that the Railway Budget is a welcome step for the common man. I believe it has gone a step further and also
created enabling spaces for the common woman. 33% of sub-quota for women has been introduced in reserved categories to enable mobility of
women. Moreover, with the introduction of the Janani Seva Scheme, the Railway Minister has declared that Children's menu, hot milk, hot water,
baby food and baby boards will be provided which will be a huge boon for travelling mothers. Besides this, an all-India 24x7 helpline number 182 has
been introduced for women to ensure their safety.

The budget has shown that the 'Sab' in Sab ka Saath, Sab ka Vikas' is not restricted to passengers only. IRCTC has begun the process of empanelling
self-help groups for providing catering services. Moreover, the Railways has partnered with the Khadi and Village industries Commission and
NABARD to develop products and services in trains which would hugely augment the incomes of the rural sector. Moreover, as a tribute to the
magnanimous work done by porters, the Government has planned to provide them training in soft skills and declared that they will not be called
"coolies" but will be called "sahayaks" now. All these measures reflect the holistic vision of the Government wherein it wants all stakeholders to
benefit from the fruits of its policies.

For years together, Indian Railways has been called the largest open toilet in India. The present Government has decided to change this perception.
Taking forward Gandhiji's vision of 'Clean India' the world's first bio-vacuum toilet developed by Indian Railways is being used in Dibrugarh Rajdhani
Express. In furtherance to this, 17000 bio-toilets in trains and additional toilets at 475 stations shall be constructed. Moreover, facility would also be
provided so that passengers can request the cleaning of coaches via SMS. These facts of cleanliness are proof that the Government is following the
‘Swachh Bharat Abhiyan' in letter and in spirit so that our Prime Minister Maodi's vision, 'Na gandagi karenge, na karne denge' is truly fulfilled.

The present rail budget has also brought a lot of reasons to smile for all Mumbaikars. The suburban railways, in Mumbai, dubbed as the city's lifeline,
has not been ignored in the Railway Vision of 2016. The rail budget has stated that the Government is working towards the financial closure and an
early award of tenders for construction of two elevated suburban corridors between Churchgate-Virar and CSTM-Panvel in Mumbai. The CSTM-Panvel
Corridor would also be integrated with metro lines. Moreover, the work of Mumbai Urban Transport Project (MUTP) Phase-III at an estimated cost of
Rs. 11,441 crore has been included in the Budget. I am also grateful to the Railway Ministry for its plans to expedite the high speed rail passenger
corridor from Ahmedabad to Mumbai with the assistance of the Government of Japan. The SPV for implementing such a high speed project would be
immensely beneficial in providing Indian Railways with technology advancements and new manufacturing capability.

I am thankful to the Government for the progress made in railway electrification, especially with respect to Mumbai. The Railway Ministry has
converted 1500 volt DC traction to 25 kV AC and it has been completed in Kurla-Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus (CSTM) section. With this, the entire
main line section of Mumbai Division of Central Railway is now converted to 25 kV AC traction. With a view to facilitate passengers and to reduce the
rush at the ticket booking counters, unreserved ticket booking through mobile phone has been introduced on pilot basis and paperless season tickets
through mobile phone has been launched on suburban section of Mumbai (Central and Western). Also, paperless platform tickets through mobile
phone has been launched at certain station over the Northern, Southern, Central and Western Railway which is a welcome relief for all passengers,
especially during the peak hours.

The Railway Ministry has bent over backwards to give us a forward-thinking rail budget. In order to attempt the makeover of the railways, the
Ministry has envisioned better infrastructure services for railway modernization. This has been done in the form of LED luminaires in all stations in
the next 2-3 years, wireless enabled 'Rakshak’ devices to gang-men (to intimate them about approaching trains), bar-coded tickets, overnight
double-decker "Uday" expresses between busy stations and CCTV surveillance in all stations. In total, Rs. 8.5 lakh crore is envisioned to be spent
over 5 years for modernization of the railway infrastructure. A revolutionary change has been envisioned in the railway budget today which rings true
in the words of the Honourable Railway Minister. Mr. Suresh Prabhu ji's words, "Today, there is no barrier between a common passenger and Indian
Railways." With measures like these, I am sure that the vision for a better and more efficient railways is not a distant dream but is an achievable
feat by the present Government.

*SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE (BARAMATI): Indian Railways is one of the largest organizations in the world responsible for commercial activity. Its
long existence is an indicator of robustness of the organization. As a prime mover of bulk commodities and passengers across more than 7000
stations, it plays a huge role in India's economic progress.

Railways in India are a tool for development, equity and integration of all parts to the mainstream. It is rightly referred to as 'the lifeline of the Indian
economy' as it facilitates industrial and economic development by transporting materials such as coal, iron ore, fertilizers and foodgrains. It touches
the lives of people in both tiny villages and urban and urban metropolises.

Indian Railways (IR) is currently facing two crucial problems that is affecting their revenues. These two problems are - poor growth in freight loading
and passenger traffic.

The Government had expected gross traffic receipts of Rs. 1.83 lakh crore in FY16, instead it garnered revenues of just Rs. 1.67 lakh crore. Now, this
year, the Government expects revenues at Rs. 1.84 lakh crore, which is a 10% growth on Rs. 1.67 lakh crore,

Similarly, as far as passenger traffic goes, the Government had expected revenues to come in at Rs. 50,175 crore in FY 16, but it has come in at Rs.
45,384 crore. The Government now expects to see revenues at Rs. 51,012 crore in FY17.

The Government expected revenues from goods traffic at around Rs. 1.21 lakh crore in FY16. But this has come in at just Rs. 1.13 lakh crore, which
is lower than the FY 16 targeted revenue.



Ahead of the Budget for 2016-17, the Railway Minister acknowledged that subdued freight volume is a major problem area for railway finances, apart
from the impact of implementation of the 7th Pay Commission's recommendations.

In the previous budget, IR had targeted an ambitious 7.7 per cent growth in freight volumes for 2015-16. In the budget last year, the Government
has estimated freight traffic to grow to 1,186 million tonnes in 2015-16 from 1,101 MT the previous year. Of the incremental target of 85 MT, 42 MT
was to come from coal, the largest component of the Railways' commaodity traffic basket. Also, an additional nine MT was to come from iron ore and
seven MT from cement.

However, cumulative growth in freight loading during April 2015 - January 2016 stood at 0.9 per cent, the lowest ever. Lack of demand of key
commodities such as coal, cement, iron ore and containers is to be blamed for sluggish volumes. Also, while freight rates of IR were hiked last year,
lower fuel prices made other modes of transport cheaper. Therefore, a shift to other modes of transport also ate into its market share in freight
transport. This dismal freight growth is staring at Indian Railways in the face. I would urge the Government to explain this overestimation of freight
growth.

A point worth noting is that in the last 15 years, railway loading has increased on average 7% every year. While sluggishness in railway loading can
be attributed to subdued economy, the reality is that we have had several years in the past when GDP growth was less than 5%.

For 2016-17, freight loading and freight earnings growth is targeted at 4.5 per cent and 5.4 per cent, respectively. These figures are again dependent
on whether the industrial demand improves in the coming months. We look forward to see how and when the Government lives up to promise to
expand the freight basket and rationalize the current tariff structure.

During April-December 2015, passenger traffic on IR declined by 1.9% as compared to the same time last fiscal. Because of a steep cut in air fares
and raining discounts, India's middle class which traditionally preferred long distance trains is now open to the quicker and affordable air travel. This
trend is likely to continue in the next fiscal as well which means railway passenger bookings will be under pressure. However, the targeted growth of
12.4 per cent in passenger earning is very optimistic.

When Indian Railways could have provided better intermodal facilities at airports, they did not, despite having railway lines along many airports in
the country. Now many transport options including luxury buses and taxis operate directly from and to airports and provide way better connectivity to
and from nearby towns.

The dining cars are another open scam. On long-distance trains, everybody knows that they are used mostly for private business and at best for hot-
cooked meals for 1AC passengers; other meals are picked up from middle stations and kept in the doorways of coaches, next to the toilets, to be
served to passengers.

There was an increase in Tatkal fares by 33 percent in December, 2015. They increased the upper class rail fares by 4 per cent in November, 2015.
The Tatkal cancellation fares were also increased in the same month. Now, in the budget it was mentioned that there will be no fare hike.

More than two lakh vacancies are to be filled in the Railways. Nothing has been mentioned on filling these posts. Certain posts are important for
ensuring safety of passengers and rail infrastructure.

The Railway Minister assured a "Zero Accident Regime". In 2013-14 118 persons were injured and 54 persons were killed in rail accidents, while in
2015-16, the number of injured has gone up to 136 and those killed to 64. Immediate steps need to be taken to reduce the number of accidents in
railways. The budgetary allocation for replacing aged assets has gone down from Rs. 5,500 crore to Rs. 3,200 crore while appropriating funds. This
is not in the interest of passenger safety. There are 10,000 unmanned crossings all over the country.

Apart from installation of CCTV cameras, it is very important that CCTV cameras actually function and the CCTV footage is actively monitored. Apart
from that, steps need to be taken to increase safety in overnight trains and in ladies coaches.

The Budget announced Antyodaya Express and Deen Dayal coaches, in memory of former Jan Sangh leader Deen Dayal Upadhyay. These will be
long-distance, fully unreserved, superfast train service for the common man, to be operated on dense routes. I believe these are just new names for
Duronto and Garib Rath expresses started by the UPA. Hamsafar, Tejas and Uday services also look like repackages of old trains and facilities.

The budget mentioned, "We will exploit new sources of revenue so that every asset, tangible or non-tangible, gets optimally monetized." I would
urge the Government to be more specific and explain what new sources of revenue the Ministry is looking at.

It is very important to focus on these alternate revenue sources for the expansion and modernization of Indian Railways. Increasing freight and
passenger fares shouldn't be the only avenues for increasing railway revenues. The effect of constantly rising freight prices has been visible in the
decreasing share of railways in goods transport. Getting more non-fare revenue - from advertising, for instance - is another priority area for the
railways, though the progress on this has been slow and information from the Government is less.

There has been no real ground work done in the stations meant to be developed as adarsh stations. I would urge the Government to look into this
scheme and conduct a ground study of what all civic amenities have actually been provided and maintained under this scheme.

I would now like to list down 5 issues which are of utmost importance to common passengers and determine their railway experience.

The bigger the station, the filthier it is, with water and garbage in platforms and human excreta on the tracks. It is a big put-off for travlers who
have only learnt to live with the situation since it simply hasn't changed at many stations despite the ongoing Swachh Bharat Abhiyan. It is a major
drain on the resources too, but even money hasn't been able to make a difference. Western Railways alone reportedly spends nearly Rs. 3.5 crore
every year to keep its stations as well as trains clean. Last December, the National Green Tribunal slammed a fine of Rs. 5 lakh on the railways for
failing to keep the New Delhi station's tracks clean. The NGT said that it was beyond comprehension why Railways failed to perform a merely
supervisory function since contractors had been engaged for cleaning tracks and platforms. The Tribunal also warned that is will impose a fine of Rs.



1 lakh per day if things don't change.

Stinking toilets have been the bane of the Railways for a long time. The Railway Minister announced in 2016-17 budget the cleaning of toilets by
request through SMS. Only time will tell whether this will work or not. The conventional toilets' basic design has itself been problematic. That itself
leads to stench and fifth in the toilets apart from the dumping of faecal matter directly on to the tracks. The IR has been experimenting with various
technologies to counter this particular problem, because of which Indian trains now have three different kinds of toilets, the conventional ones, bio-
toilets and Control Discharge Toilets.

The latest stress is on "bio-vacuum toilet" that send the flushed-out waste into a tank underneath the coach. The tank contains bacteria that turn
faecal matter into water and gas, which is then discharged on the ground or tracks. Let us hope this new technology will free the toilets on our trains
from stench and filth.

Any frequent traveler on India's trains will find it hard to instinctively agree to the Government's claim that it runs 78% trains on schedule. The
Government gets this number by calculating punctuality after a train has completed its journey. It does not factor in delays before completion, which
is a major error since many trains run late for several hours and make up for delays towards the end, reaching the destination on time. Most
common factors that delay trains include capacity constraints because of increasing traffic, whether conditions like fog and rains, heavy road traffic
at level crossings and run-over cases a these crossings. IR has also admitted that equipment failure like signal malfunction, rolling stock breakdown,
overhead equipment failure, etc. contribute to punctuality loss in a big way. However, railway engineers do not accurately report all such instances.

Some of IR's longest routes stretch up to 72 hours, underlining the need for good catering facilities on-board. Even for shorter distances, it is
common for passengers to travel for 12 to 20 hours at a stretch several times a year. However, the quality of the food and drinks that Railways
makes provision for leaves much to be desired. The menu is standard and the food is of low-quality. Tales of uncooked chapatis, semi-cooked rice,
stale veggies and infection-inducing chicken curry are common. A visit to the pantry coach is bound to kill any appetite right away. IR has recently
begun tying up with restaurants, taking orders on-board and picking them up at stations. 1t is still at early stages and makes no difference on direct
routes that have only technical stops.

Lastly, I request the Indian Railways to consider following demands for Maharashtra and Baramati Constituency:

Women's coaches started decades ago. We are witnessing one women coach in all the passenger trains. With changing time, number of women
passenger has increased considerably, I request to consider increasing number of woman coaches in passenger trains.

At present, Pune - Lonavala suburban zone is functional. Pune is the 7th Metropolitan city in the country. However, the horizons of Pune are
expanding rapidly due to heavy influx of people from all regions of the country due to employment opportunities and good educational facilities. As
such, Pune is growing rapidly towards Lonavala, Daund, Saswad and Jejuri areas. People prefer to stay in sub-urban areas due to comparatively
cheaper availability of land and residential premises in the suburban areas. In view of this, it has become necessary to declare Pune-Daund section
as suburban zone similar to Pune-Lonavala section to provide DMU services to commuters from this rgion under Pune Division,

Daund Junction is a railway junction on the Mumbai-Chennai railway line located in Pune district in Maharashtra. Daund Juncion is a major stop for
Passenger trains and is a major hub. Just like Lonavala, many people travel from Daund to Pune city for work. This route was proposed for the
convenience of people of Daund and the villages like Patas/Kadethan/Kadgaon/Khutbav/ Yevat/Uruli Kanchan/Loni/Manjri/Hadapsar on this route.
Instead of suburban trains, four shuttle train operate on this route between Pune and Daund and through trains like Pune-Baramati shuttle, Pune-
Manmad passenger, Pune-Nizamabad passenger and two shuttle trains between Pune to Solapur are useful but they are insufficient for people on
this route to access Pune city.

MST (Monthly Season Ticket) is issued only up to 150 km. We strongly request to increase the limit up to 500 km so that it will be beneficial to the
passengers.

The doubling work between Daund-Manmad is also now very necessary as the electrification work is almost completed. Presently there is a single
track and many of the Superfast and Express trains run daily in between this section causing very heavy traffic, due to the holy place of Shri Sai Baba
at Shirdi.

Baramati is nearby Daund and Pune. It will become very affordable to travel by train if the triangle of Daund, Baramati and Phaltan get connected.
Some of the trains will pass through this route towards Kolhapur side and will save time and money. Hence it is very necessary to do the Second
Track along with electrification between Daund - Baramati.

There is need to re-develop the JEJURI Railway Station, the holy place of Maharashtra under Indian Railway Stations Development Scheme.
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*DR. MAMTAZ SANGHAMITA (BARDHMAN DURGAPUR): Hon'ble Railway Minister have placed many dreamy proposals regarding passenger
services, safety, amenities and modernization of stations establishment of freight corridor, new locomotive factory and so on. He has also expressed
concern regarding expenditure with out much income or provision of income generation provision. 70% of our Railway passengers belong to low and
middle income groups. Railways are the major transport in sub-urban and local trains for poor and middle class.

The benefit of passenger as well as railway department has taken care of. The main thing is to increase the passenger load, betterment of
passenger amenities, cleanliness of platform and railway tracks as well as train compartments.

Most important about Railway journey is punctuality, less time consuming. Proposal of freight corridor are welcome but due to betterment of
roadways, demand of Railway transport facilities is decreasing. Instead of special corridors are reserved for high speed trains that would probably be
more beneficial.

The Distribution of clean hygine bed roles, safe drinking water facilities, clean toilets are more important. Use of sms to call for toilet cleaning is
impractical. Many local trains running 2 to 3 hours as well as even inter-district trains (local) running 6 to 8 hours are lacking toilet facilities. Proper
pantry and cooking facilities have been withdrawn from many long distant trains (ex- Kanchanjunga Express from Sealdah to Guwahati). Bus
junction or even Taluka level stations should be provided with lift or escalator facilities and atleast pay toilets at platform.

Instead of making very many new projects like bullet trains, new locomotive factories, unfinished proposal in these regards to be looked after first.

Instead of RCTC stalls selling junk food at platforms, there should be provision of Janata canteen supplying local staple foods. Many of the Railway
hospitals are giving high standard service. If this service can be extended to public on payment basis that can generate some income.

If Krishi Mandi can be established by Department of Railways, it can generate income from this service.

No Provision of Superfast trains in big cities and connecting Smart cities with local places would popularize railways. Many local trains have no toilet
facility. Number of female railway police should be increased.

Provision of natural gas or solar power running trains trial at least in sub-urban trains can help to reduce environmental pollution and may be cost
effective also.

SHRI C. MAHENDRAN (POLLACHI): Thank you, hon. Chairperson, Madam. I express my sincere thanks to the hon. Chief Minister,
Puratchi Thalaivi, Amma, for giving me the opportunity to
participate in the discussion on Rail Budget 2016-17.

Hon. Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, Puratchi Thalaivi
Amma has expressed that this Budget is not satisfying the
sense of expectation nursed by many segments of the



population, with no new trains and no new railway lines, and it
was also surprising that no specific projects were announced,
including several projects in Tamil Nadu.

Chennai, under the visionary rule of Puratchi Thalaivi Amma,
has become the automobile manufacturing hub in India.
Therefore the announcement regarding setting up of the first
ever Rail Auto Hub at Chennai is really appropriate and
commendable.
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Hon. Chief Minister, Puratchi Thalaivi, Amma, has
noted commencement of the preparatory work on the
Diamond Quadrilateral High Speed Rail Network. I request
that routes to Chennai be given high priority under this
network. Expediting the completion of pending projects in
Tamil Nadu must get the due attention and sufficient funds may be allocated to increase the pace of ongoing railway
projects in Tamil Nadu.

The gauge conversion work between Pollachi and Pothanur
need a speedy completion. On behalf of the people of my
Pollachi Parliamentary Constituency, I request the hon.
Minister to convert the Palani-Chennai Express Train, Palani-Tiruchendur Passenger Train and Palani-Madurai Passenger Trains as a regular train
from Pollachi.

I request the Hon. Minister to introduce two new express
trains to benefit the people of my Parliamentary constituency, Pollachi, Valparai, Anamalai, Kinathukadavu, Udumalai, Madathukulam and also Palani.
These two new express trains may be named as 'Amma Express' between Pollachi and Chennai via Dindigul and Trichy and as 'Annamalai Express'
between Pollachi and Bengaluru via Udumalai, Madathukulam, Palani, Dindigul, Karur, Salem, Dharmapuri and Hosur. The sections like Coimbatore -
Pollachi - Udumalpet presently come under the Palakkad Division may kindly be transferred to Salem Division to enhance their operational efficiency.

There are very important railway projects which need immediate attention. The electrification of Dindigul - Palani via Udumalai, the Pollachi -
Palakkad and Pollachi - Pothanur railway lines need to be taken up immediately. The work of laying new line between Erode and Palani has to be
done immediately.

Rail over bridges (ROBs) are to be constructed at the Subbegoundanpudur - Anaimalai Road and Meenatchipuram - Palakkad Road. A new
train service from Coimbatore - Bengaluru and Mangalore to Rameshwaram via Pollachi, Udumalai, Dindigul is the need of the hour as the passenger
traffic is very high in this route. Amirtha Express is at present extended up to Pollachi. It needs to be connected with Madurai via Udumalai.
Madathukulam requires a stop for all express trains.

Hon. Chief Minister, Puratchi Thalaivi, Amma, took initiative to construct an integrated centralized bus stand at Vellalore at a cost of Rs. 300
crore. In order to integrate rail and bus service facility at this place, a new railway station is required. Hence, I urge upon the hon. Minister for
Railways to consider establishing a new railway station at Malumichampatti.

With this, I conclude. Thanks.
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*SHRI B.N. CHANDRAPPA (CHITRADURGA): I express my views on the Rail Budget presented by the Hon. Railway Minister, Shri Suresh Prabhu ji for
the year 2016-17.

Indian Railways is the biggest public sector undertakings of India. It is often said that Railway is the lifeline of this country. However, the present
railway budget failed to fulfil the aspirations of the common people to have cheapest mode of transportation by railways. Various people's
organizations, railway unions and political parties have made representations to consider new railway lines and new trains for the State of
Karnataka. There is no denying the fact that industries such as tourism and food processing can flourish only if there is better transportation. In this
Railway Budget, there is neither a mention of any new trains nor is there a mention of new railway lines. In view of this, it would not be possible for
the people of this country to hope for better connectivity in future. It is the responsibility of the Railway Minister to build confidence amongst
common people to provide better, quick and affordable mode of transportation facility to the people of this country.

I am sorry to say that the Railway Budget does not have much for the people of Karnataka to fulfil the long pending needs of the State. The funds
have been allocated for the construction of only nine new rail over bridges. It is a known fact that the number of rail over bridges and rail under
bridges is very insufficient.

Hon'ble Minister has allocated Rs. 30 crore for the Direct Rail Line between Davanagere -Tumakuru -Chitradurga. For doubling work of the railway
line between Hosadurga Road and Chikajur, Rs. 13 crores were allocated. For Shivani and Hosadurga railway line Rs. 24 crores and Rs. 280 crores
for the doubling of 190 km long Hubli-Chickajur broad gauge single railway line. I would like to urge upon the Railway Minister to issue directions to
expedite the works and complete all the projects on time.

During the last two decades, there are 17 new railway projects. It requires Rs. 30,000 crore to complete all of them. However only Rs. 12000 crores
were given since their announcement. That is why these projects are lagging behind. The hon. Railway Minister has not taken any steps to allocate
more money to complete at least some of these projects.

This budget does not have anything related to the development of railway infrastructure keeping the needs of future generations in mind. Karnataka
has been lagging behind so far as railway connectivity is concerned. How is it possible to develop a State without any new train or the separate
railway zone? The Budget would benefit the foreign and national corporate companies.

Railways plays a vital role in mitigating the suffering of the people in the event of natural calamities like droughts, floods, famines, earthquakes, etc.
This is done by carrying relief and rescue teams and essential items to the affected areas and save people from sufferings and starvation. In this, I
would like to draw the attention of the Railway Minister and the Government of India that the entire country including my State Karnataka has been
suffering from natural calamities like drought, flood, hailstorm, etc. for the last one and a half decades. However, there were more than a dozen new
railway lines announced in the previous railway budgets presented by different Governments. But till date not a single project is completed.

I would also like to urge upon the Indian Railways to provide compensation to farmers, whose lands are acquired for the railway projects at the
earliest. Our farmers are agitating to get compensation for the land acquired for the railway projects.

The Malnad region has made some gains in the Railway Budget presented by Union Minister for Railways, Shri Suresh Prabhu ji. The long pending
extension of the railway line between Talguppa and Honnavar (82 km) has received Rs. 2500 crore and a new 16 km railway line on the Talguppa-



Siddapur route (Uttara Kannada district) has been given Rs. 320 crore. Both these projects are likely to be undertaken on a public-private
partnership (PPP) basis, according to sources. Doubling of the track between Birur and Shivamogga (60 km) is likely to be taken up at a cost of Rs.
500 crore as well. While construction of a rail under bridge on the Shivamogga-Holehonnur road has also been mentioned in the budget, a new
railway line on the Shivamogga-Harihar (79 km) has not found a mention in it, despite public demand.

A separate railway zone has been a dream for the Coastal Karnataka and the north Karnataka region for many decades. The railway budget has not
announced any new railway zone for the State of Karnataka. Overall, the Railway Budget did not meet the people's expectations.

I would like to point out that there is no mention about the status to introduce Bullet train between Chennai and Bangalore in this Budget. Chennai-
Bangalore High Speed Rail Link should be introduced and extended to Mumbai via Hubli, with an additional link to Mysore. In an age of high-speed,
trains should be such as to help you reach your destination in double-quick time within the confines of air-conditioned luxury.

The Railway Minister has not mentioned anything to fill up the backlog by recruiting people from all the SC/ST/OBC and other categories. There is an
urgent need to bring reform in the process of recruitment for all the vacancies in the Indian Railways. At present there is unnecessary delay in
recruiting required number of posts in the Railway due to age old policies. Therefore, hon. Railway Minister should take immediate steps to infuse
advanced technology in the recruitment process of Indian Railways. There was also no mention of the new line between Almatti and Koppal, which
could have drastically reduced the distance between Vijayapura and Bengaluru.

In the end, I would say that the Railway Budget is a lack-lusture budget. It is full with promises. But we are seeing very little being implemented on
the ground.
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DR. TAPAS MANDAL (RANAGHAT): I am thankful to you for allowing me to speak on the Railway Budget and I am also thankful to my leader Ms.
Mamata Banerjee. She was the Railway Minister for two times in the Union Cabinet and she did a wonderful job. After her departure from the
Ministry, it remained like vacant. She glorified the Ministry. She was the ornament of that Ministry. Right now, when we are looking at the Ministry,
nobody is there who is really fighting for the common people of this country. Suresh Prabhu Ji, I think, has some management background. He has
that kind of outlook and he has got nobody to satisfy. He pleased some sections of this country, including Maharashtra. The Government is all the
time talking that it is looking towards eastern India but his Railway Budget has not reflected that. West Bengal is deprived of getting anything from
the Railway Budget 2016-17. Nothing has been given to the State of West Bengal. That is why, as an initial repercussion, our hon. Chief Minister told
the media that it was a big zero. That was the first expression to the media. The Railway Minister announced a lot of things and unlike other
Ministers, if we look towards the Budget Speech of the former Railway Ministers, all of them usually used to announce a lot of new trains and the
survey of new lines, Suresh Prabhu Ji has set a new trend by not announcing any new train. I think this is a good step. What he has started may be
helpful for the future of this country but right now, we are the elected Members of Parliament and we have some expectations. People have some
expectations from us. By this way, we cannot please our constituency people. This is our compulsion. I request the hon. Railway Minister to look into
the matter and when you go for presenting your next Budget, at least do something so that we can tell our people that Suresh Prabhu Ji has done a

good thing.

Most of the times, you are talking about the cleanliness of the railway stations and trains. Most of the times, the railway stations, including town
stations, urban stations, semi-urban stations and village stations, are very much ugly. The toilets and the urinals are very dirty. Nobody can go there.
These are fully neglected. People are not working there. So, when you are talking and giving more emphasis on cleanliness of the station, please
ensure that the toilets, washrooms of the stations, be cleaned.

The bed-rolls, particularly, served for the higher classes of different express trains are not washed regularly or rather, I should say, not even washed.
You give some instructions so that cleaned and washed bed-rolls should be provided to passengers because this is their legitimate demand.

The welcome decision is that there is no price-hike in this Budget. I welcome this decision. Then, announcement of Wi-Fi connection at 100 stations
and in the coming years it would be increased to 400 stations is a very good decision and that can fulfil the aspirations of the youth of this country.
There are a lot of poor passengers who really need the help of the Ministry. So, by announcing Deen Dayal coaches, you can cater to the needs of
the ever-increasing demand of the poor sections of our community.

In the tropical areas, particularly in the southern part of our country, the railway stations do not have water freezers. It is a long pending demand of



the passengers. So, please ensure to install water freezers at each and every station. This is the minimum requirement of the passengers.

The Railways has a bad reputation of running the trains late. This is also a very important aspect. Please look into this matter so that the trains can
run on time. People say that the staff members of the Railways are discourteous. Their behaviour is not passenger-friendly. So, the staff members of
the Railways need to be trained and they should be provided with some other facilities so that in future, in due course of time, they can behave
friendly with passengers and other people.

Now, if we look back to our State, West Bengal, what have you done? What have you given? You have given nothing except 12 road-over-bridges,
one doubling of the existing rail line, a new metro route in Kolkata and two freight corridors from Kharagpur. I am happy that you have given two
road-over-bridges in my constituency, one is between Simurali-Chakdaha and another is between Birnagar-Badkulla. So, I am very much thankful to
you.

But I have some other compulsions. Mt Minister, many a time, I wrote letters to you regarding my constituency problems but even after a
long period of two years, I did not get anything or any action from your end. First of all, what I mentioned was that the Ministry should take up the
Ranaghat sub-way, and right now the sub-way is almost completed and that is made only for the use of pedestrians. But the legitimate demand of
the people of this town is to make this motorable because Rangaghat town is divided into two halves by the railway station and the railway lines. In
the eastern part, there are no facilities. In the western part of the city, hospitals, nursing homes, post office, college, banksa€" everything is there,
So, when people are coming from the eastern part to western part for taking treatment, they are not coming easily because almost all the time the
railway gate is being closed. That is why, there is a legitimate demand to make this sub-way motorable. You assured me verbally but still this work
is pending. I request, through you, Sir, that before the completion of the subway, please make the sub-way motorable so that at least the small
ambulances can come from the eastern side to the western side.

There are a number of unmanned level crossings in my constituency.
HON. CHAIRPERSON: Please conclude.
DR. TAPAS MANDAL: Sir, I will take two minutes only.

There is an unmanned level crossing at Bahirgachi. There is another important unmanned level crossing between Ranaghat and Coupers Halt. So,
these need to be looked into so that the people will not be in danger.

You are talking about safety, security, etc., of the railways. So, there are a number of unmanned rail crossings under my constituency. Please
look into the matter and announce something in the next budget.

The Union Government established an AIIMS at Kalyani. It is 50 kilometres away from Kolkata. It needs to be connected through metro
stations because there is AIIMS, there is IISER and there are a number of institutes. So, a new metro route from Barrackpur to Kalyani is required.
This was surveyed by the earlier Government. You do something so that this viable project can be initiated in course of time.

Ghugia is another proposed halt station between Payradanga and Chakdaha. It is also a long pending demand. The former Minister laid foundation
but still the work is not being done. It was just an announcement. I request the hon. Minister to start the work at Ghugia halt.

Then, a huge problem is being faced by daily passengers. The former Minister took a decision to increase the compartment numbers from nine to 12,
which is still pending. Most of the stations are completed and can accommodate 12 compartments. But still the number of compartments in trains
has not been increased. I request you to increase the same so that the increasing number of passengers can safely travel.

There is a huge rush during office hours. Millions of people travel during office hours in Sealdah-Bongaon section and Sealdah-Ranaghat section. I
request you to increase the number of local trains so that the ever-increasing number of office goers can travel through them and get satisfied by
your announcement of new trains in peak hours.

The two important stations — one, Nabadwip Dham and Shantipur Dham, two, Vaishnav Dham - fall under my constituency. I request you to
announce them as heritage stations because millions of pilgrims go there and attend the festivals. I request you to extend more facilities to these
stations.

With this, I conclude.

*SHRI NALIN KUMAR KATEEL (DAKSHINA KANNADA): I wholeheartedly welcome the Railway Budget presented by the Hon'ble Railway Minister,
Shri Suresh Prabhu ji, and the budget made all the efforts to live up to the expectations of the people. It is the budget which has great visions of the
future of the country's transportation. This progressive budget would benefit the people of the country as it has prioritized better connectivity for all
the regions.

The budget is aimed at making the backbone of India's overall development. Based upon the three critical strategy-pillars, the budget will provide an
initiative towards improving the quality of customer experience, overcoming challenges and making railways an engine of employment generation
and economic growth. The rationalization of freight policy and review of PPP policy framework would help to attract private players for transforming
rail transportation. The railway budget focuses on increasing revenues through freight traffic without imposing burden on common people.

I would like to mention that Hon'ble Railway Minister has allocated Rs. 2,779 crore to Karnataka for various Railway works, as against Rs. 2,496
crore sanctioned in 2015-16. The average allocation by the Narendra Modi-led NDA Government has been Rs. 2,196.7 crore, as against Rs. 853 crore
allocated during the UPA regime, an increase by 163 per cent.

I am happy that the current budget made an announcement regarding suburban rail system for Bengaluru. The Railway Minister has made



commitment to complete the project with the cost-sharing partnership from the State Government. Now, it is the responsibility of the Chief Minister
of Karnataka to utilize the opportunity to fulfill the needs of sub-urban railway transportation of Bengaluru city.

Another important step is that the railway budget has the increased allocation, which would boost the speedy completion of ongoing works. Two
new line surveys - Gulbarga-Latur (148 km) and Dharwad-Lokapur (95 km) - have been announced.

Line doubling between Netravati Bridge-Mangaluru Central, Birur-Shivamogga, and Sakleshpur-Subrahmanya Road too have been sanctioned.

The doubling of two lines and a new entrance at Mangaluru Central Station is sanctioned. The 1.5 kilometer line between Netravathi Cabin and
Mangaluru Central Railway Station will be doubled at an estimated cost of Rs. 18.93 crore; the doubling of tracks will pave way for a relaxed entry
and exit of trains which in turn could attract introduction of more trains. The doubling of tracks between Subrahmanya Road Station and Sakleshpur
has also been sanctioned at a cost of Rs. 500 crore.

Once the project is completed it would help both passengers as well as freight trains between the coastal districts and the state capital to
experience free movement. This will, in turn, go hand-in-hand with the new line between Bengaluru-Hassan, thus providing the shortest route
between Mangaluru and Bengaluru. Rs. 171 crore, including Rs. 80 crore from the State Government was also allocated towards constructing the
new line between Bengaluru-Hassan. Apart from doubling of tracks, the budget sanctioned a new entrance at the Mangaluru Central Railway Station
from Attavar side and the project will be taken up at an estimated cost of Rs. 6.74 crore. This entrance will ease traffic at the main entrance and will
also provide connectivity from the southern side of the city. As per a proposal from the South Western Railway, a loop line was sanctioned from
Mangaluru Junction Railway Station to Thokur at a cost of Rs. 10 crore.

However, the budget has not considered to sanction the demand for two more platforms at the Mangaluru Central Railway Station and the re-
introduction of Mangaluru-Kolhapur Mahalakshmi Express via Hassan and Arsikere. Therefore, I would like to impress upon the hon'ble Railway
Minister to consider these demands to meet the needs of the people of Coastal districts of Karnatata.

The Budget has sanctioned new lines - Nanjangud - Nilambur (236 km), Mysuru-Kushalnagar (85 km), Talaguppa-Siddapura (16 km), Bangarpet-
Mulbagal (40 km), Talaguppa- Honnavar (82 km), and Dharwad-Belagavi (91 km) - to be executed under the extra-budgetary resources funding.
However, the timeframe for these projects was not mentioned. The 85 km Mysuru-Kushalnagar line is pending for several years. The line, with an
allocation of Rs. 667 crore, will boost tourism in hilly Kodagu district, which is as yet unconnected by rail.

The budget has also sanctioned seven road over bridges and five road under bridges/subways at various locations in the State. The budget has
sanctioned a new line between Vaibhavwadi in Konkan Rail network and Kolhapur (108 km) in partnership with the Maharashtra Government within
55 months at a cost of Rs. 3,456 crore. The line is also expected to benefit North Karnataka. Elimination of 12 level crossings and construction of
seven rail over bridges and five under bridges were announced. We have asked for two commuter rail projects, one around Bangalore and one
between Mangalore and Subramanya.

People of coastal districts are demanding the merger of Mangaluru with Konkan Railways. Mangaluru Central and Junction stations, along with New
Mangalore Port Trust (NMPT) area should be merged with Konkan Railways. Once the meager happens, Mangaluru will automatically become a
division of the Konkan Railway. Konkan Railway is a corporation where things move really fast.

Initially, when Konkan Railway was formed, the jurisdiction was from Kankanady of Mangaluru to Roha. But later, due to some kind of political
pressure, NMPT went to the Palghat division, so Konkan Railway jurisdiction was restricted to Thokur to Roha. "The number of trains from a station
increases when the station is the starting point. For example, Bengaluru and Mysuru are the starting points of South Western Railways, and
Trivandrum and Ernakulam are starting point of Southern Railways. But since Mangaluru is the end point of Southern Railways, no trains towards
north points operate from Mangaluru." Mangaluru is merged with Konkan, the city will become the starting point of Konkan Railway. Thus, all trains
from Madgaon will start from Mangaluru instead, making it the biggest advantage. Secondly, currently, for any problem in Mangaluru, people have to
approach Chennai or Palghat. Our problems are never given a priority. In case Mangaluru is part of Konkan, everything will be decided here. Any
upgrade will also be given priority. Since Konkan Railway is a corporation, problems will be resolved at the Mumbai office and the need to approach
the railway board, Chennai or Palghat will be avoided. Konkan Railway also has a policy of providing jobs to those whose land is taken over for the
railway development works. It will lead to more job opportunities for Mangalurueans. Vending and contracts will come to locals. Under the Palghat
division, the opportunities are limited. Hence, I would like to request the hon'ble Minister to consider the said demand of my people.

The railway budget concentrates on tackling issues of the common man. There is complete transparency, modernization, enhanced infrastructure,
safety and improved hygiene, and overall resonance with the Prime Minister's 'Make in India' campaign makes this a positive and consumer friendly
budget. It is also good to witness a slew of initiatives that will use modern technology such as Wi-Fi at stations, automated ticket machines, bio
toilets and bar coded tickets and all this with no hike in passenger fares.

The rail budget is also looking to enhance connectivity to the all parts of the country and the beautification of stations at pilgrimage centres which
will help promoting tourisms to these places. Moreover, "The announcement of the National Railways plan along with joint ventures with the State
Governments underlines the continued focus of building better infrastructure for the railway sector". The budget has announced to increase the
earnings from advertisements to Rs. 1000 crore and from exports to Rs. 4,000 crore by the year 2020.

The Budget is people-friendly, especially for the decision to introduce 'Antyodaya'. The idea is very creative. This is a superfast train, especially for
the poor as it is completely going to have only unreserved compartments. I would like to request the hon. Minister to introduce it to all the cities to
provide better rail connectivity to poor people. It is significant that to ensure 100% transparency in all its operations, all procurement of works has
moved to e-platform, and the process of conducting recruitments online would be extended to all positions. Further, all facilities will be integrated
into two mobile apps. All these initiatives are very important and in line with Prime Minister's Digital India Programme.

This budget had laid down the roadmap for developing next generation railway infrastructure including high-end technology to improve safety, higher
average speed of freight trains and high-speed passenger trains. It is glad to understand that the Government is walking the talk on IT integration



and deployment of e-services, to achieve the dream of Digital India. Shri Suresh Prabhu ji stuck to his promise of innovative solutions and announced
several measures for technological up-gradation of railways in sync with the needs of consumers and keeping in mind the safety of the railways'
workers. These announcements are testimony to the Centre's commitment towards upgradation of services; giving the transportation lifeline of India
its due.

The measures are in line with hon'ble Prime Minister Narendra Modi ji's Digital India and Startup India programmes. With the quadrupling of stations
through WiFi services, eyeing e-commerce as a potential platform to expand services; encouraging innovation by investing in startups, satellite
monitoring of projects' progress or smart cards for reserving tickets. The measures include a plan to use the data generated by the railways to
improve operations and investment decisions. The railways will allow sale of tickets through handheld terminals and sale of platform tickets through
ticket vending machines. He also announced the launch of barcoded tickets, scanners and access control on a pilot basis. E-ticketing facility will be
extended to foreign tourists in the next three months for non-residents Indians with foreign debit or credit cards and journalists with concessional
passes.

The Minister said ticket cancellation facility will be made available through the 139 helpline using a one-time password. The budget proposes to
integrate various facilities into two mobile apps, one of which will deal with ticketing issues and the other with receipt and redressal of complaints.

Hon'ble Railway Minister announced that e-catering services will be extended from 45 stations to all 408 'A-1' and 'A' class stations. With the
Government's emphasis on Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, a passenger can request for cleaning of a coach or toilets on demand through SMS under the
'Clean My Coach' service.

In his speech, hon'ble Railway Minister said the railways has partnered with American technology firm Google to offer WiFi services at 100 stations
this year. Another 400 stations will get WiFi in the next two years. The Budget has proposed to set up information boards to list on-board services
and GPS-based digital displays to provide information regarding halts inside the trains. It is welcome step. In order to ensure better project
management and monitoring the budget proposed that the Railways will rely on technological solutions in line with international best practices.
Keeping in mind that Indian Railways' track maintainers or gang men, who are most vulnerable to getting overrun by speeding trains, the railway
budget proposed to equip them with devices called 'Rakshak’ which will intimate them about approaching trains. Among measures aimed at
technological upgradation of the railways' systems, the Minister proposed progressive CCTV coverage at Tatkal counters and a plan to roll out a
process of awarding tenders electronically in 2016-17. Sticking to his promise of 'innovative solutions' , Railway Minister Suresh Prabhu in his Rail
Budget speech announced many new trains which will cater to the growing demand for services.

Hon'ble Railway Minister announced new trains and addition of coaches. These new facilities are aimed specially for unreserved travel. As a pro
common man initiative, the Minister introduced Antyodaya Express, a long-distance, unreserved, superfast train service, for the common man, to be
operated on dense routes and to add two to four Dayalu Coaches in some long distance trains for unreserved travel with facility for potable drinking
water and a higher number of mobile charging points. He has also introduced Hamsafar Express -full air-conditioned third AC service with an
operational services for meals. Tejas -will showcase the future of train travel in India with operating speeds of 130 kmph and above plus world-class
on board services. The Minister has announced introduction of Utkrisht double-decker air-conditioned Yatri (Uday) Express with increased carrying
capacity of almost 40%.
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SHRI H.D. DEVEGOWDA (HASSAN): Respected Chairman, Sir, I do not want to take much time.

At the outset, I would like to congratulate the hon. Railway Minister for his vision. I have seen both the Budgets. Hon. Minister wants to see
that all the pending works should be completed in time, but unfortunately, resource is one of the major issues. I can understand the problem which
is going to be faced by any Government. I am not pleading for this Government or that Government. Resource is one of the major issues so far as
completion of all the pending railway projects is concerned.

Sir, when I was in office, I took a decision to sanction 14 new railway lines. All those new railway lines have not been completed yet. In regard to
some railway lines, the problem of land acquisition is still there. I am not going to say that he is the only person responsible; even the State
Governments should also cooperate for land acquisition and also share the responsibility so far as funding is concerned.

I am watching for the last 25 years that in the Railway Budget anybody who presents everybody is going to fear for criticism if you raise even 5 per
cent whether it is in goods traffic or on passenger benefits. Everybody is going to object to it, but where are the resources? This is one of the major
issues, on which we all have to take a collective decision.

One of the cheapest modes of transport is Railway. For example, from my own place to Mysore, the charge is Rs. 82 by bus and by train it is
Rs. 23. Everybody demands Railway facilities. From Hassan to Mysore, there are 18 trains. Once it was classified as an unfeasible project and it was
cancelled. When I took a decision, as Prime Minister, it was completed in 13 months because various funds were diverted as there are non-spending
areas like land acquisition and all such problems. Thereafter, the Railway Board has taken the decision to complete the work in 13 months. So, 18
trains are running.

You have taken several decisions, which I would like to appreciate. I was very much keenly watching both your speeches. You have ideas to
modernize the Railway and the entire system. You have got so many innovative ideas, and to get the funds Foreign Direct Investment is one of the
ways, PPP model projects, etc are all things on which I quite agree. I am not going to make any criticism on these issues because our country needs
fast progress and unless there are communication facilities, the question of development cannot arise. So, to create infrastructure, is the only way.
When I was in the office for a short duration, we changed the policy to take up new Railway lines. Earlier, the policy was to see what exactly is the
return that is going to come from the new Railway line if anybody wants to go for a new Railway line. I removed that and I took a decision that -- in
fact, you can go through that -- firstly you put up the Railway line and then you get the revenue return. If you want to progress in a backward area,
then unless you create communication lines, it is practically impossible. Hence, you have sanctioned several Railway lines in the North Eastern
States or in Jammu and Kashmir, etc.

I am not going to quote all of them. I would only like to bring 4-5 projects to your kind notice. You recently laid the foundation stone in
Bengaluru to see that the doubling work from Tumkur-Birur-Hubli-Londha is going to be completed with a minimum period instead of taking 10 years
or 15 years up to Miraj, which is one of the most important Railway lines. Commercially, it is going to be more beneficial and a lot of development
will take place. You have already taken the decision to put the foundation for it.

I have taken the decision to double the Bengaluru-Mysore line. It has been 20 years, and now it may be completed in another 2-3 months. The
former Railway Minister is in the Chair today and Mr. Kharge was also there as the Railway Minister.

Electrification was there up to Jolarpet, which has now been completed up to Ramnagar. Please see to it that it is completed because it is the most
important railway line that connects two capital cities — Mysore and Bengaluru.

For Hubli and Ankola, it seems the environmental clearance has been given, which is what I have read in the newspapers. I have cleared it. In fact,
Shri Vajpayee Ji laid the foundation-stone for it. But it has not moved forward.

One of the best railway lines that I have proposed is from Munirabad to Muzaffarnagar, connecting Andhra with Munirabad, an interior place in
Karnataka.

Another important line is that of Kanakapura-Chamrajnagar-Mettupalyam which I have cleared. Our friend, Shri Suresh, was mentioning that land
acquisition process is going on. It is not your fault; it is the fault of the State Government. Land acquisition or praviding 50 per cent of the cost is
what they have agreed to, but if they have not done that, then naturally it is delayed. That is why the responsibility falls on both the State and the
Centre to speed up the works.

In regard to the construction of an ROB on Mysore-Arsikere section, there is so much of agitation going on against me. You have given the clearance
and you have written a letter to the State Government asking it to deposit 50 per cent of the cost so that you can start the work. Near Hassan, it is
one of the most important ROBs and so many agitations are going on for its construction. The agitation is against me, but what can I do? I do not
want to mix politics in it. But in my humble opinion, the Railway Minister should not have any fear in regard to generating resources, which is a
major area. Every year, you have to levy something, but at the same time, the hike in fares should not overburden the people. You should create the
resources. We all agree that Railways is one of the cheapest modes of transport. Politically, we may try to criticize the Government, but I am not in
a position to do that because I am watching these things for the last 25 years. That is my sincere request to you.



Karnataka is one of the most backward States, so far as railway development is concerned. I am not going to compare it with the neighbouring
States because unfortunately, politically, we are not more stronger. Shri Yeddyurappa is sitting here and he may agree with me; earlier, he was the
Chief Minister. When I entered this House in 1991, only 143 kilometres of broad gauge railway line was there. I made a comparison on the floor of
the House. Of course, subsequently, we had taken some steps. Afterwards there were Railway Ministers like Shri K.H. Muniyappa. I do not know
what has happened to that factory that Shri Kharge Ji had announced.

HON. CHAIRPERSON: The State has agreed to it; and Shri Prabhu Ji has to give money for that. A letter was written to the hon. Minister.

SHRI H.D. DEVEGOWDA: It is not that I am going to blame anybody by comparing with other States. I am just placing the facts before you for your
consideration.

Another point that I would like to mention, and I am not parochial, is that the bogies which are being used in our area, in Southern India, I think
most of them are old bogies. When I travel, I compare it with other railway bogies used in the Northern States. Mostly, used railway bogies are
being sent there, when compared with other railways.

About the Rajdhani train, can we not reduce the timing? You have taken steps for increasing the speed to 150 kilometres. If you can improve track of
all Rajdhani railway lines, whether it is from Karnataka or Andhra or Kerala, I feel that at least we can reduce the timing by four to five hours. This is
my small suggestion.

About Chamarajanagar, I had taken the decision in 1996. I was asking my friend, the Member of Parliament from Chamarajanagar about it. He has
been there for the last two terms. I had taken this decision. If the officers want, they can complete it fast. At that time, the Chairman of the Railway
Board had said that they did not sanction the project beyond Rs.50 crore. If the cost of the project is below Rs.50 crore, it would be completed
within one year. It was mentioned that wherever land acquisition problem is not there, they would pool the funds from those projects in which the
money that has been provided in the Budget is not utilised. They would be able to divert that money and would complete the work within one year.
After that, that project is still going on. The distance between Mysuru and Chamarajanagar is just 60 kilometres. You have now shown some interest
to Karnataka. You have recently come and laid the foundation stones for some new projects. I welcome that. Please see that some of these projects
are completed. There should be better facilities to the common people. Some better compartments or new bogies should be given.

I would like to make a small suggestion. You have announced many programmes like, removal of level crossings and unmanned crossings. I
appreciate all these things. I would also appreciate the steps taken for providing more funds by way of Foreign Direct Investment. It is going to be
one of the major areas for getting the investors. I welcome this. I do not know whether the public-private partnership has been clinched or not.
There has been a talk about it every time. I do not know whether it has been fully materialised or not.

I welcome some of the proposals that you have made. Please take a little more interest towards Karnataka. Please see that something is done to all
those projects which were announced by the previous Railway Ministers and which have not been completed or even where initial steps have not
been taken. Please bring Karnataka on par with other States. I thank you very much.
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*SHRI P KARUNAKARAN (KASARGOD): I would like to express my views on railway budget for the year 2016-17 presented by the Railway Minister
Suresh Prabhu.

Railways is the most important public undertaking in India and it gives employment to lakhs of workers. Earlier the strength was 17 lakh now it is
reduced to 13 lakhs. The reduction in the number of workers in Railway really meets difficult to safety of passengers and also keep better safety
system.

It is a welcome step that there is no fare increase in this budget. But railway has already increased the charges of Season tickets, platform tickets,
Tatkal charge and cancellation charges burdening passengers just before the railway budget.

Railways has taken a policy decision of privatization of 400 stations for modernization under PPP model.

I welcome the measures taken by the Railway Minister to improve the passenger amenities. But with regard to the state of Kerala Railway Minister
has not given due importance to the state. Even some of the lines are announced, these all are in PPP model which is not going to be materialized.

The long standing demand of Palakkad Coach factory, Alappuzha Wagon Factory is not included in the budget. No major schemes are included in the
State of Kerala. No adequate amount is given to Kanhangad-Panathur-Kaniyoor Line Survey. More fund has to be allotted to electrification and



doubling.

People of Kerala prefer to travel by Railway and rail density in the State is higher than many other states. So, Railway Minister has to give some of
trains to the States. One express or supper fast train should be included from Mangalore to Trivandrum, one special train from Mangalore to
Bangalore via Palakkad. One passenger train from Calicut to Mangalore. The Bandiyoor Passenger Train (56666-65) should be extended to
Guruvayoor and increase the frequency of Kerala Smapark Kranti Express (12217/18), Rajdhani Express(12432/31), Dehradoon - Kochuveli Express
(22660).

We need extension from Kannur to Mangalore for Kannur Jan Shatabdee Express (12081/82), Ernakulam-Kannur Executive (16313/14), Alappuzha -
Kannur Express (16307-08).

Kindly start a Memu from Shornur to Mangalore where double line is already completed. Also give stoppage to Rajdhani Express (12432/31) at
Kasaragod Railway Station.

DR. PRABHAS KUMAR SINGH (BARGARH): Hon. Chairman, at the outset I must thank the hon. Minister of Railways Shri Suresh Prabhuji for giving
importance to the demands of hon. Chief Minister of Odisha and people of Odisha. He has given sufficient funds for the completion of on-going
railway projects. Odisha was neglected for a long time, but this time the hon. Minister of Railways has kept in mind the interest of all the States.

My colleagues have already discussed some of the demands. I would like to emphasize some of the major demands of Odisha, specially my
Parliamentary Constituency Bargarh. For some of the works, survey has already been done, especially survey of Bargarh-Nuapada rail line and it will
be connected with Raipur. As you know, Raipur is an important capital market and business centre. If this rail connectivity is set up, the distance
between Bargarh and Nuapada will be less than three hours. In between Bargarh and Raipur, there is an important place Nrusinghnath.
Nrusinghnath is an important tourist place and tourists from different parts of the globe come to Nrusinghnath.,

Another major demand of my constituency is from Jharsuguda. Jharsuguda is one of the oldest stations of our country. It was established in
1882. Jharsuguda district alone is giving revenue of Rs. 6,000 crore out of Rs. 14,000 crore to East Coast Railway and a number of industries
including heavy industries like Mahanadi Coalfields are there. During 2016-17, a new airport is also coming up.

The demand of a railway division is the longstanding demand of the people of Jharsuguda. Now, Jharsuguda is under three divisions- Bilaspur,
Chakradhapur and Sambalpur. So, in view of the demands of the people of Jharsuguda, I urge upon the hon. Minister for creation of a new railway
division.

17.00 h
I hope when new divisions are under active consideration, this demand also would be taken into consideration.

Another demand is regarding stoppage of trains and extension of trains. Some of the important stations come under my constituency. I request the
hon. Minister for extension and stoppage of certain trains. These include the request for Bhubaneswar-Bolangir Inter-city Express stoppage at
Attabirda; Nagbali Express at Attabira; Sambalpur-Puri Inter-city Express extension up to Bolangir; stoppage of Shirdi Sai Express, Puri-Ajmer
Express, and Puri-Lokmanya Tilak at Barpali; stoppage of Azad Hind Express at Brajrajnagar. We also have a demand for introduction of a new
Rajdhani Express from New Delhi to Bhubaneswar via Sambalpur by which the distance would be reduced by 300 kilometres and the time taken
would be less by three hours. So, the Members of Parliament from Odisha have already requested the hon. Minister. I hope this demand would also
be considered.

I would like to request that construction of new ROBs at Chaukipada Jharsuguda and at Barpali Jagannath Nagar may be completed early.

There is another important demand of railway engineers. There are 80,000 railway engineers working as Junior Engineers and Senior Section
Engineers working in the Indian Railways under the banner of All India Railway Engineers Federation. They alone shoulder safe movement of 23
million passengers daily but the Railway has deprived them of natural justice, negating their nature of duties, responsibilities and qualifications.
Already several hon. members have recommended in favour of them but their demand has not been fulfilled. Their counterpart engineers are given
Group B status in all the Departments of Central Government. Frustration among engineers may put safety of railway in danger. I would like to urge
upon the Government to give similar status as for the Junior Engineers of other Departments by according Group B non-gazetted status to the Junior
Engineers and Group B status to Section Engineers so that the safety and economy of the Railways will be safeguarded.

I hope the on-going projects like the doubling of railway line from Titlagarh to Sambalpur would be completed in due time. Our State Government has
given all possible co-operation. There is no problem so far for land acquisition or any help from the State Government.

There is another demand. Our hon. Minister is present here. We do not have sufficient infrastructure in the railway stations. We want to modernise
the stations. We want to upgrade the stations but we do not have sufficient funds. I have requested the authorities of Mahanadi Coalfields and they
have agreed to give funds. So, I request the hon. Minister to make the officers pro-active so that funds would be coming from Mahanadi Coalfields
and other PSUs to upgrade our railway stations for modernisation and upgradation.

Thank you for giving me this opportunity to speak on this occasion.
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*KUMARI SHOBHA KARANDLAJE (UDUPI CHIKMAGALUR): I express my views to support the Railway Budget, 2016-17 presented by the Hon'ble
Railway Minister, Shri S. Prabhuji. The Hon'ble Minister has proposed to take up doubling and completion of various projects in the State. Rail Budget
- 2016 showcases a vision to reorganize, restructure and rejuvenate Railways with new processes, structures, norms and sources of revenue. I
welcome Railway Minister's announcement on launch of unreserved fast trains Antyodaya Express; Deen Dayal Coaches and 33% quota for women
in reservation. Another scheme that aims at making travelling comfortable for women is the announcement about a special menu for toddlers
accompanied by their mothers. Launch of unreserved, super fast trains, Antyodaya Express and Deen Dayalu coaches illustrate our Government's
unwavering commitment to serving the poor. This budget fulfills the expectations of all sections. It is inclusive for the common man with special
attention to the poor. The drive to increase Wi-Fi connectivity at stations is aimed at reaching out to youth - a section that is bulk user of the smart
phones and I-pads.

Hon'ble Minister has allocated Rs. 2779 crore for Karnataka, up 19% from Rs. 2,496 crore in 2015, with a chunk of it marked for infrastructure
development. Other announcements include elimination of 12 level crossing, and construction of seven ROBs and five RUBs in Karnataka. It is
heartening to note that after announcing a suburban rail network for Bengaluru, a joint committee comprising officials from the Railways and
Karnataka Government has been set up to work out the modalities. The demand for suburban system was pending for years and assumed more
urgency in the last couple of years with increase in the traffic of working people travelling from the suburbs to their workplace in Bengaluru City.
Modernization of Baiyappanahalli Station has got Rs. 3 crore in the Budget, as against Rs. 115 crore allocated last year. Other projects announced in
the Budget for Karnataka include:- Nethravathi-Mangaluru railway line; Birur-Shivamogga new line; Nanjangud-Nilambur new line; Talaguppa-
Siddapura line; Bangarpet-Mulabaglu new line; and Sakleshpur-Subramanya track doubling work and survey of new railway line between Dharwad
and Belagavi via Kittur and Lokapur-Ramdurga-Shirsangi-Saundatti.

It is good that the quota for senior citizens and women has been raised to 50%. The Ministry should consider a separate Counter for Senior Citizens.
With the fares remaining unchanged, the poor and middle classes have been spared.

I request the Hon'ble Minister to consider inclusion of pending projects from Karnataka: double tracking of Bengaluru-Mysuru and Sakleshpur-
Subramanya lines; high-speed rail link between Bengaluru and Mysuru; extension of the Bangarpet-Mulbagal line to Chittor; Mysuru-Kusalnagar-
Madikeri line; Tumkur-Dudda new line; Tumkur-Maddur-Malavalli new line; increase budgetary allocation for Tumkur-Rayadurga and Tumkur-
Davangere rail line and a new tain between Yeshwantpur and Chikkamagaluru; express trains between Bengaluru-Mysuru, Bengaluru-Tumakuru;
Gadag-Harapanahalli and Hosapete -Swamihalli (new lines).

I would like to express my gratitude to the Hon'ble Minister for allocating Rs. 204 crore for the work on Kadur-Chikkamagaluru-Sakleshpur line, which
was moving at a snail's pace. The present NDA-led Union Government has made the long-pending Kushalnagar-Mysuru railway line a reality. It has
been a three decade-old demand of the people of this region. The new route will boost tourism in the region and help to extend better connectivity
to Coastal districts of Karnataka.

I propose the Hon'ble Minister to consider constructing a railway line on Chikkamagaluru-Belur-Hassan route, instead of Chikkamagaluru-Sakleshpur
stretch; and a Goodshed at Chikmagaluru Railway Station. The proposal for Chikkamagaluru-Sringeru railway line announced in the previous Budget



has remained only on paper.

The New Mangalore Port Trust (NMPT) is well connected by rail and road on the coastal belt, its connectivity to the hinterland is not robust because
of bottlenecks on the Western Ghats. The NMPT rail line should be transferred from SR to Konkan Railway (KR). Rail infrastructure connecting the
Port to the hinterland be strengthened and augmented for transportation of commodities to be exported and imported.

The one major railway grievance the Mangalore region geographically facing since decades has been that of railway needs and demands always
being neglected, despite being a major Railway Station on the West Cost of India. Ironically, Mangalore region, in railway parlance, has been
overshadowed by the Palakkad Division and more interestingly by the Southern Railway HQ at Chennai-thus adding more 'confusion' among the
Kannada speaking public of Mangalore region. Mangaluru should be brought under Konkan Railway. Konkan Railway needs around Rs. 20,000 crore
for double line work and if Mangaluru is brought under Konkan, its revenue would increase. The Ministry should establish separate Mangaluru
Division and develop Mangalore Central as world class railway station.

I thank the Railway Minister and his team for achieving healthy financial results and excellent performance in freight and passenger operations.

DR. BOORA NARSAIAH GOUD (BHONGIR): Sir, I thank you for giving me this opportunity.

At the outset, today being the International Women's Day, let me congratulate and convey my best wishes to all my women colleagues, the women
Members of Parliament.

Coming to the Railway Budget, to be precise I would like to say that this is a khatta-meetha budget. Why am [ saying that it is a khatta-meetha
budget? I think Suresh Prabhuiji is the luckiest Railway Minister who gets appreciation even from most of the opponents of this Government. They
cannot criticize him. He has taken many measures for the customer satisfaction. It is a realistic budget than a political budget. I think we need to
appreciate it.

The aspirations of the people are too much from the Railway Budget. One of the senior Members and ex-Minister has said that there were no new
announcements. But the fact is that, as the budget indicates with the amount of investment which is available, it would take another 100 years to
complete the already announced projects if the budget is the same. So in this sense, it would be better if we finish the last-mile and the pending
projects rather than going for a political Railway Budget.

I must take this opportunity to thank him on behalf of the TRS Party and people of Telangana as also my CM, KCR Garu for sanctioning in the
shortest time the MMTS extension from Ghatkesar to Yadadri Station. It was sanctioned within 30-40 days of its conception. We especially thank the
Railway Minister for that. We are the youngest State but we are the most pro-active State. We had come forward to share two-thirds of the budget
of the project which comes to Rs.330 crore. We really believe in ' 2imer - sraat R’ |

We also thank him for sanctioning the new terminal at the Cherlapally though the Nagulapally Station is not sanctioned. We are ready to share its
cost. We are also ready to provide land for it. We want to build one of the most modern terminals in Hyderabad so that we can show-case it not only
to India but also to the world. For that, we are ready to walk along with you, Sir. amuds smer aeror 5 e g dene &, 3mu &1 3ol e & efifdn

I have given a number of representations to change the name of Raigiri Station after the name of famous Yadadri temple which we are making with
a budget of Rs.1000 crore. We and our CM have given requisitions to change its name from Raigiri to Yadadri Station which is the destination of the
MMTS. I think you will consider this small thing.

Now I would like to make a commercially viable request. You have already allotted tripling of line from Vijayawada to Kajipet. We are sharing the
same line up to Yadadri Station. Now the line is left only between Raigiri Station to Yadadri Station. I think our CM would also be ready to share
some of its cost. We can complete it because with that tripling of the entire stretch will be completed.

I would take this opportunity to say that now there are two States — Andhra Pradesh and Telangana. Now a new capital is being formed and
Vijayawada is one of the biggest terminals. We have a very good highway between Hyderabad and Vijayawada. Recently Gadkariji, the Minister of
Surface Transport announced that they would make it an express way. The land is already available. Now both these State Governments are
proposing to extend the lines of trains and introduce a high speed train between Hyderabad and Vijayawada via Choutuppal, Suryapet and
Chengalpet which will create value added services. It will lessen the cost and we can include the same people who were there in the PPP for the
road project. It will be commercially viable also.

As you know, Telangana State is a land-locked State. We do not have a coast line. We have been proposing a dry port in Bibinagar because
Telangana is the highest cotton growing State. Telangana has got a lot of granite also. Telengana is going to be a Defence Manufacturing Sector of
India. We have need for a dry port in Vijaywada, Kazipet and Guntur. That is the junction. We can talk to the Container Corporation of India and
others. The State Government is willing to participate in this. It will become a growth centre. I would like to take this opportunity to mention that
the hon. Minister has already announced that he will make Secunderabad as a model station. The DPR has not been completed. The hon. Chief
Minister of Telengana has already signed an MoU with the Central Government and I would like to request the hon. Minister to kindly prepare the
DPR at the earliest so that we can show to the people how a railway station should look like in the future.

Sir, before I conclude I would like to make a few points. First, I would like to congratulate and also thank the hon. Railway Minister for converting all
operational staffs into commercial staffs. But in many places what is happening is that when we are requesting for something, the DRMs and the
GMs are not agreeing with us. They are asking to first show us the commercial viability. But until and unless a stoppage is provided in one particular
station, how can one prove the commercial viability of that place? It is a very difficult thing to do. So, I would like to request the hon. Minister to
kindly concede to this request of the MPs that the long distance trains should be given a stoppage at least for two minutes in places of religious
importance. It would be helpful.



Secondly, the Railway Zonal Meetings, whenever it is held, has become like a post office. Whatever proposal is made in those meetings, those are all
forwarded. There should be meaningful discussions in the meetings. Let those meetings not be routine meetings followed by lunch. I would like the
hon. Minister to make those meetings more meaningful.

Thirdly, the Secunderabad Railway hospital has got a good infrastructure. I would like to request the hon. Railway Minister to convert that into a
Railway Medical College where 50 per cent of the seats can be reserved for the children of the railway employees. It will be commercially viable and
it will not be a burden but it will be a value added service for the Railways.

Sir, my next point is about recruitment. I would like to request the hon. Railway Minister to exclude the viva-voce from the process of recruitment.
Selection should be made only by way of online examination so that most of the fraud that occurs in the process of examination can be eliminated.

Railway lines pass through rural areas. New Railway underpasses are being constructed where paddy cultivators and harvesters cannot access. Ten
to fifteen villages are left out. I would like to request that we have to design the underpasses in such a manner that the harvesters can access their
paddy fields. If the harvesters cannot access their fields, then they cannot cultivate and also cannot transfer the paddy.

Sir, before I conclude I would like to say something in Hindi...(Interruptions)
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*SHRI B. VINOD KUMAR (KARIMNAGAR): The Railway Minister has outlined three pillars of strategy-Nav Arjan, Nav Manak and Nav Sanrachna. Or
in other words, New Revenues, New Norms and New Structures. At present, even a simple decision such as stopping a train or naming/renaming a
train goes all the way to the Railway Board. Will the proposed strategy change such a system? He must clarify in his reply as to what exactly these
norms are.

The Minister has claimed that the operating ratio for the coming year 2016-17 will be 92%, after including the 7t Pay Commisison expense.

However the 7t" Pay Commission would be add approximately Rs. 36,000 crore with a 10% annual increase of Rs. 15,000 crore. Pension expenditure
would approximately Rs. 42,500 crore. The budgeted figure for depreciation for 2015-16 has been reduced by the Minister from 7,900 crore to 3,200
crore. The actual requirement for depreciation is Rs. 25,000 crore. While including arrears this goes up to more than Rs. 1 lakh crore, Thus, the
Operating Ratio is around 120%. Adding the enhanced debt and expenditure from external borrowing will further worsen this scenario. The Minister
has taken on a massive debt burden but has not given a clear strategy as to how he will repay it beyond endlessly using the phrase 'innovative
financing'.

The Minister in his speech has relied on the PPP model for project execution. The redevelopment of 400 stations and many more projects will be
executed through this mode. However this is not a new idea at all. This model has been operative in the railways for two decades now, if not more.



What do the fact of actual experience, and not abstract economic theories, say about its efficacy? Let us take the example of the Rail Land
Development Authority (RLDA) set up in 2006 by amendment to the Railway Act, 1989. It was tasked with optimising the Railway Land Bank,
approximately 43,000 hectares, through the PPP route. After a decade of experience what has been the final output? Only 100 acres land with RLDA
has all legal entitlements and encumbrance-free status. The Minister should explain how this will be avoided and why PPP model will work this time.

The Government has given a great thrust to 'Make in India' and two loco units have been set up with an order of Rs. 40,000 crore. The people of
Telangana have been yet again disappointed, however as the decades-old demand of setting up a coach factory and administrative division of
Kazipet remains unfulfilled. The Minister has also initiated Joint Ventures with the State Governments for undertaking rail based projects. The
Government of Telangana State is one of the 17 States which has initiated this partnership and it is due to the dynamic and forward looking vision of
the Hon'ble Chief Minister Shir K. Chandrashekhar Rao Garu.

India as a country has a peculiar tolerance of accidents. Our investment in safety measures overall is very low and life is cheap here. It is no
different in the Railways. It is thus refreshing to see that the Minister has announced 'Mission Zero Accident'. But the focus is very narrow. It is only
on unmanned crossings and collision avoidance. The Railways should also aim to include fire and smoke detection systems and detector derailment
devices in all the trains. This would guard against fire hazards and derailment respectively. Derailment is particularly important given the high
frequency with which it happens. At present, very limited field trials for both technologies are taking place in AC coaches of elite trains like Shatabdi
and Rajdhani. Every life has value and the Minister should endeavour to ensure that every coach of every train has these safety devices.

New trains of Uday, Tejas, Humsafar, Antyodaya Express, etc. have been announced but there should also be mention of where they will run, The

Minister should also introduce a 'Southern Splendour' Express which connects all the five South Indian States and goes to the historical, pilgrimage
and tourist places in these states. It can begin and end in Secunderabad station in Telangana. The Government plans to introduce a high speed
passenger train connecting Mumbai to Ahmedabad. This should be replicated and capitals of the two Telugu States, Hyderabad and Amravati
respectively, should be connected. Similarly, the cities of Bengaluru and Chennai should also be connected by such a high speed link. These can be
constructed with the same overseas Japanese assistance.
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#*SHRI SHIVKUMAR UDASI (HAVERI): I support the Railway Budget, 2016-17 presented by the Hon. Railway Minister, Shri Suresh Prabhuiji. Before I
say anything, I would like to congratulate Shri Prabhuji for having presented a Budget which displays his pragmatic approach, determination, clarity
and sensitivity. And it also shows that he has structured the Budget with a human face. The Hon. Minister has presented a very practical, realistic



and balanced budget. Karnataka State has got Rs. 2,779 crore against Rs. 2,111 crore of previous year. The Hon. Minister has proposed to take up
doubling and completion of various projects in the State. Shri Prabhuiji has also announced construction of seven over bridges and five subways in the
State.

Railway is the lifeline of the country whether it is in the case of transportation of the passengers or the freight. Railway is the vital segment of our
transport infrastructure. All of us have no difference of opinion that the railway has been playing a key role in India's social and economic
development. It is a cheap and affordable means of transportation for the million of passengers. The Railways continue to serve this country and it
has the biggest contribution in the national integration. After a long time, it's an innovative budget and it's been managed without increasing
passenger fares, which is good. There was a lot of out of the box thinking particularly the point to engage the States in a common programme.
Railway Budget provisions for 2016-17 will improve the ease of doing business and improve the connectivity of the manufacturing units with ports
and air connectivity.

I would like to express my gratitude to the Railway Minister for announcing policy decisions of Hubli-Chickajur and Gadag-Hotagi rail line doubling,
allocation of Rs. 60 crore for Gadag-Wadi new railway line, allocation of Rs. 6.35 crore for new ROB on Varada River, allocation of funds for ROB
near LC 227 between Motebennur and Byadagi. Haveri Parliamentary Constituency has a number of small scale industries and there is a lot of scope
for development of tourism. Therefore, the railway must develop better rail network in the area. Karnataka is one of the States where railway
facilities are abysmal. In respect of rail connectivity, Karnataka is one of the backward States in this country. North Karmataka region needs more
railway facilities for its development.

Karnataka has only 16.9 km per 1,000 sq km railway network, while Tamil Nadu, Gujarat and Punjab have much higher rail densities.

The major demands pertaining to my Parliamentary Constituency are given below. I urge upon the hon'ble Minister to consider these genuine
demands.

I would like to reguest that the funds for converting Haveri and Gadag Railway Station into a "World Class Railway Station" may kindly be allocated
in the current Budget. Gadag city railway station falls under category "B", which lies in my Parliamentary Constituency and district headquarters. It
completely qualifies to acquire category "A" Railway Station.

Gadag-Mundargi-Hadagali-Harpanhalli new line was included in the Rail Budget 2015-16. I request to conduct a survey of the same in the current
Budget. Gadag-Haveri new line is capable of ushering in a new era of economic development. I am given to understand that the proposal is pending
in NITI Aayog. This new line is one of the ambitious railway projects of North Karnataka. Current Budget 2016-17 included doubling of 190 km long
Hubli-Chickjajur broad gauge single line. The total estimated expenditure will be Rs. 1294.13 crore. The project is likely to be completed in 4A%
years and will cover the areas of Chitradurga, Davangere, Haveri and Dharwad. Entire route from Pune-Miraj-Hubli-Bangalore has been identified for
doubling which will not only improve smooth flow of traffic but also boost overall development of the region. My humble request is to double tracking
of Hubli-Chickajajur route to reduce the total cost of Gadag-Haveri new line. I earnestly request that this project may be included in the Rail Budget
2016-17.

There has been a long standing demand of the people of Byadagi and Yelvagi, Haveri District (it covers 7 taluks) to stop 12725/12726 Intercity
Express passing via these Railway Stations. As you are aware Byadagi chilli is famous chilly variety grown mainly in North Karnataka, named after
the Town called Byadagi. Byadagi and Yelvagi are part of my Parliamentary Constituency. If you could kindly arrange to stop the above Expess trains
passing via Byadagi and Yelvagi Stations, it will pave way for much faster growth of not only agricultural, commercial and industrial activities, but
would greatly benefit the local populace.

Kindly consider one minute stoppage of the following trains at Haveri, the District Headquarter :
(i) Yeshvantpur to Hazrat Nizmuddin to Yeshvantpur (Train No. 12629/12630) - Weekly twice via Hubli.
(ii) Chandigarh to Yeshvantpur to Chandigarh (Train No. 22685/22686) - Weekly twice via Hubli.

Gadag-Bijapur Passenger Train: There is a time gap between the two trains, travelling from Gadag to Bijapur (i.e. first train at morning 6 AM and the
next at 2.30 PM, in the afternoon). Passengers commuting between these two cities are demanding additional passenger trains in between these
two timings. They have also demanded for the introduction of an additional train between Bijapur-Gadag to help passengers catch the trains going to
Bangalore, Secunderabad and Mumbai. This demand is in the interests of the people.

Pravision/improvement of Infrastructure facilities at Ranebennur, Byadagi, Yelavagi, Devaragudda Station. Byadagi is known to be a world renowned
market for chilly. To facilitate traders to directly supply chilly to major city, if the existing Good shed is expanded it would be of greater help to the

traders of this town. Earlier trains were stopping at Halligudi station, after gauge conversion, passengers of this station are demanding restoration of
stoppage of trains for their convenience and cost saving. Enhancement in the Reservation Quota from Gadag, Haveri, Ranebennur and Byagati is
required for trains running via these stations. I sincerely urge the Hon'ble Minister to get the quota increased for the above stations and earmark at
least 10 per cent quota for the above stations, so that the people of these towns will be benefitted. There is a need to provide an alternative entry to
the Gadag Betageri railway station to help commuters reaching the station by connecting through a Foot Overbridge to JT College Road. It would not
only benefit commuters coming from JT College Road side but also ease traffic congestion near the railway station. (Betageri (Kurattipete) to JT

College Road connecting to 34 Platform). At present, there is no Government Railway Police (GRP) outpost at Haveri Railway Station. There are

repeated complaints of scuffles between commuters in the wake of increased traffic at Haveri railway station, the GRP should create an outpost at
Haveri railway station.

Railway Station at Haveri 2" platform length should be increased. Railway Station at Byadagi has no link between 1%t and 2"d platform. Ladies
Boogie should be increased in all passenger trains from Hubli to Bangalore to Hubli. Platform facility at "KALASUR" village near Haveri station is
needed, as there is already stoppage for all passenger trains.



The good news about the Railway Budget, probably, is that Railways have secured healthy financial results and its performance has been on the
positive side. The Railway Budget is a forward looking one and it has many positive features which would help the Railways to sustain the growth
momentum and support the over-all economic development. It is my humble opinion that we should complement the hon. Railway Minister for a
strong financial performance and improvement in the efficiency.

I am happy to note that the Railway Budget takes a remarkable approach towards the safety measures. It is a major challenge to ensure a risk-free
journey in the Railways in a vast country like ours. This is a very commendable task. Steps have been taken in this regard, and more and more steps
are being taken to ensure risk-free journey. To conclude, I would like to thank the Railway Minister and his team for achieving healthy financial
results and excellent performance in freight and passenger operations.
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SHRI RADHESHYAM BISWAS (KARIMGANI): Mr. Chairman, Sir, I thank you for granting me the opportunity to express my views on behalf of our
party AIUDF on the Railway Budget for 2016-17. First of all, I would like to thank the Railway Minister for his efforts to complete the gauge
conversion work between Lumding-Silchar and starting three new trains including goods trains which are running successfully.

I request the Minister for starting a few trains in the new BG line to connect North Eastern States as well as my constituency of Barak Valley. Now
we are in the end of Mega Block and the hon. Minister announced during the flagging time at Silchar that some new trains will start from various
stations of Tripura, Mizoram and Barak Valley, but they have not been included in the Railway Budget Speech. So, I request the Minister to start the
following trains within March, 2016

0 Daily Intercity Express train between Silchar and Dibrugarh
0 Daily Super Fast Express trains from Agartala via Karimganj to

0 Guwahati



0 Duronto Express from Vhairobi via Hailakandi to New Delhi

0 Duronto Express from Silchar to Bengaluru

0 Duronto Express between Agartala and Mumbai at least twice a week

O Direct Super Fast Express train from Silchar to Bengaluru via Kolkata and Chennai

0 A Janshatabdi and Shatabdi Express train from Badarpur to Guwahati daily, which may be extended upto Bhairabi and Agartala in near
future

O A Rajdhani Express from Agartala to New Delhi to facilitate passengers of Barak Valley, Mizoram and Manipur.

0 Several local trains between major stations of Barak Valley, such as Silchar, Karimganj, Hailakandi, Bharabi, Badarpur, Dharmanagar;
Agartala, Mahisashan and Dullavcheera, which were stopped since 1 A% years due to Mega block.

O Introduction of new train between Dhubri and Guwahati including Intercity and Janshatabdi Expresses.

0 Introduction of new train from Jogikhopa to Mahendraganj via Mancachar, introduction of train service both passenger and goods
between Golakganj Station of Dhubri District in Assam and Kolkata in West Bengal via Rangpur and other places in Bangladesh as it
was used before partition.

0 Daily Janshatabdi Express between Barpeta and Guwahati to connect the district with its capital;
0 Introduction of new superfast express trains from Barpeta to Delhi, Kolkata and Mumbai;

[ Stoppage of train like Rajdhani Express, Kanchanjunga Express at Hojai station in view of commercial activities and as public demand.

I also request to introduce new trains which were announced out of the three new trains from metro cities of the country to the North Eastern
States via Guwahati.

As a result of conversion and raising heights from old line to BG lines under my constituency of Karimganj, there is a huge requirement of road
overbridges or road underbridges specially from Badarpur-Agartala, Karimganj-Mahisashan,Barigram-Dullavcheeraand Kathakal-Bhairabi line and
other parts of Assam like Goalpara-Dhubri, and Barpeta railway lines.

I request to allocate sufficient amount in the present Budget for the construction of ROB/RUB to maintain connectivity of the people of the
locality and to avoid future accidents.

After the completion of BG line conversion between Silchar and Lumding there was information published in newspapers that due to non-
availability of infrastructure for cleaning coaches at Silchar, long distance trains will not be started regularly. I request to allocate sufficient amount
for establishing cleaning facility at Silchar. Badarpur is a railway township since 1885 and Railway department have huge land; I request you to
create a new division at Badarpur which is a long term demand of local people. I also request to set up a loco-shed in the same place for repairing
engine, coaches etc. As a result, local employment would be done.

During the Budget Speech, I was very much concentrated to find what we have got for North Eastern region. Unfortunately, I did not find
much to cheer up. I do not find any major changes in the past Budgets and the present Budget for NF railway. As we all know and it is an open
secret that NF railway is very much back-dated and under developed in comparison to the other zones of the country.

The tracks under NF railway are still in such condition that train like Rajdhani Express has to be halted in stations in certain places for crossing
and it cannot run in high speed. It hardly attains half of its highest speed limit in NF railway tracks.

Through this august House, several things were demanded by me in last two years, but I can see only one or two things included that also
partially. As per the announcement of the General Manager of NF railway, in a Press meet he said that for survey of Patharkandi to Kahnmun a sum
of Rs. 50,000, for survey of Silchar to Kolkata via Bangladesh a sum of Rs. 15.77 lakh, a sum of Rs. 20 lakh for survey of Bhairabi-Sairong railway line
praject, and a sum of Rs. 44.8 lakh for survey of double line at Dhubri with bridge over river Brahmaputra are also provided in the Budget. Survey
does not mean approval of the projects. I request you to include these projects in the present Budget on priority basis for the economic development
of the region.

The Railway Budget for the year 2016 has increased the allocation but there were no big announcements for any zones.

Thank you, Sir.
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*SHRI P.R. SUNDARAM (NAMAKKAL): Salem-Karur passenger train No. 56105 should be extended upto Trichy in view of quick reach to Trichy.
Salem-Chennai (Egmore Train No. 11063/11064) Express train may be extended upto Pollacy via Namakkal, Karur.

A new road should be laid to reach the Namakkal railway station through Thuraiyur road which is divide the railway track where vacant land is
available on the Western side. An estimate of Rupees Three Crores is expected for the said work.

Mohanur railway station handles large number of Rail Passengers without a reservation counter. Hence a railway out agency should be started as an
initial step. Special festival train should be operated via Salem, Namakkal, Karur to Southern districts of Tamil Nadu from Bangaluru and from
Chennai during the Deepavali festival at least for a period of one week.

Salem-Karur, Karur-Salem Passenger (Train No. 06743-06744, 06739-06740,06741-06742) is likely to the operated upto 30 th November, 2015. Hence
this train may be operated continually without any disturbance.
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*SHRI PREM DAS RAI: There is a need to bring the attention of the Government a glaring error in the Railway Budget.

The Sivok-Rangpo railway line has been under construction since 2009. It is an integral rail line for accelerating the socio-economic development of
the people of Sikkim and there must be an endeavor to finish the project in a fast-tracked manner. The project has progressed at a very slow rate. It
was stuck in environmental litigation, but has now been cleared by the Supreme Court; therefore the construction of the railway line must be
expedited. While Rs. 3375.42 crores were the anticipated costs of the project, less than Rs. 200 crores has been spent on it.

Further, in this year's Railway Budget, the sanctioned cost of the entire project is listed as Rs. 359.86 crores. It is my sincere hope that this is only a

clerical error, and will be corrected as soon as possible. If the sanctioned cost has indeed been reduced to 1/10" of the estimated cost last year, it
is completely against the focus on development of the North East that the Government purports to have.

The rail line is listed for completion by May 2016. It is my sincere hope that budgetary errors for the project are corrected and the project is
completed in a timely manner.
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SHRI V. PANNEERSELVAM (SALEM): Respected Madam Chairperson, I express my indebtedness to our beloved leader hon. Chief Minister Puratchi
Thalaivi Amma for giving me an opportunity to speak on the discussion on Railway Budget 2016-17.

"These are challenging times and perhaps the toughest" Railway
Minister said as he introduced his Budget. Truly, it is a very challenging task for the Railway Minister to cater to the needs of cross-sections of the
society throughout the length and breadth of the country.

Hon. Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, Puratchi Thalaivi Amma
stated that this Budget belied the sense of expectation nursed by
many segments of the population, with no new trains and no new
railway lines, and it was also surprising that no specific projects
were announced, including several projects in Tamil Nadu.

Although many new initiatives were announced in this Railway
Budget, what comes as a relief to commuters is that the Railway
Minister has not announced a hike in passenger fares.

Railways has been the lifeline of crores of poor and middle-class people. Senior citizens have a reason to rejoice as the lower berth quota
reserved for that category will be increased by 50 per cent. To help mothers, baby foods, hot milk and hot water will be made available on stations is
welcome. Major stations to be brought under CCTV surveillance is really the need of the hour which will ensure the safety and security, and it is also
crucial for assisting police in railway stations.

There are many innovative plans announced in this Railway Budget. Hon. Railway Minister has set a target to commission 1,000 MW of solar
power, to evolve models to determine revenue potential of at least 20 stations and come up with an idea to lease out huge tracts of land available
adjacent to our rail network to promote horticulture and tree plantation. These are required to be implemented with utmost care and caution.

The new categories of trains - Tejas, Hamsafar and UDAY - are suitable for high income upper class passengers while the Antyodaya Express,
a long distance fully unreserved, superfast train service for the common man is to be operated on dense routes. Also, the proposal to have two to
four Deen Dayalu Coaches in some long distance trains for unreserved travel will cater to the economically poor passengers.

In a letter written to the hon. Prime Minister, on 11t" February
2016, hon. Chief Minister Puratchi Thalaivi Amma had stated that
the Tamil Nadu State Government had prioritized three projects for
implementation through the SPV, with the joint participation of the
Railways - Chennai-Thoothukudi Freight Corridor, Chennai-Madurai- Kanyakumari and Madurai-Coimbatore High Speed Passenger Rail Links.

The Tamil Nadu State Government had also indicated its willingness to enter into an MoU. I request the Railway Minister to consider entering
into an MoU for early implementation, with the participation of the State and the Railways.



It is heartening to see that the Government will partner with Tamil Nadu for developing suburban systems in Chennai by innovative financing
mechanism. Since the land is typically provided by the State Government, this should be treated as part of the State Government's equity
contribution to the SPV at market value.

Chennai, under the visionary rule of Puratchi Thalaivi Amma, has become the automobile manufacturing hub in India. Therefore, the
announcement regarding setting up of the first ever Rail Auto Hub at Chennai is really appropriate and commendable. But Tamil Nadu, particularly,
the fast-developing Tier-II cities like Coimbatore, Madurai, Tiruchirapalli, Tirunelveli, Tirupur, Erode, Salem, Vellore, Thanjavur and Thoothukudi
deserve more attention as far as the railway projects are concerned.

Our beloved Leader, hon. Amma, has demanded many Railway projects out of which 10 are very important and needs to be implemented at
the earliest. These are completion of doubling for Chennai - Kanyakumari line; Sriperumbudur - Guindy freight line; Chennai - Thoothukudi freight
corridor; High-speed passenger rail link between Chennai-Madurai-Kanyakumari; High-speed passenger rail link - Madurai to Coimbatore; High-speed
passenger rail link - Coimbatore to Chennai; Chennai - Bengaluru high speed rail link; Chennai - Bengaluru freight corridor; Avadi - Guduvancheri rail
link; and Avadi / Tiruvallur - Ennore port link.

In the same letter, Amma had mentioned about 22
Railway Projects, which have been announced in the earlier Railway
Budget, but works have not commenced due to want of funds. I, on
behalf of our AIADMK Party, request the hon. Minister to allocate
sufficient funds for early completion of these projects.

As a Member of Parliament from Salem Parliamentary Constituency and on behalf of the people of my Constituency, I request the hon. Minister
to introduce a day-time train to and from Salem to Chennai. This is a long-pending demand of the people of this region. I have raised this issue on
the floor of the House many times and the Government had also promised to fulfill the demand, but there is no
mention about this important train service in this Budget. Therefore, 1
humbly request the Government to introduce the Salem-Chennai day-time train immediately.

I once again wish to convey my sincere thanks to our hon. Chief Minister, Amma, for this opportunity to speak in this august House. Thank
You, Madam.

SHRIMATI PRATIMA MONDAL (JAYANAGAR): Thank you, Madam, for giving me an opportunity to speak in this august House on the Railway
Budget.

The hon. Railway Minister, Mr. Prabhu, in his first Railway Budget speech proposed the operating ratio for 2015-2016 at 88.5 per cent as against a
targeted operating ratio of 91.8 per cent in 2014-2015 and 93.6 per cent in 2013-2014. As per a leading English newspaper published in July 2015,
the Indian Railways has improved its operating ratio at 91.3 per cent for the year 2014-2015. It means that the Indian Railways is spending 91.3
paise to earn 100 paise, that is, one rupee. No doubt that it is a good achievement in comparison to the operating ratio of 93.6 per cent of the
previous year. A lower figure of operating ratio is therefore regarded better and is indicative of better financial health of the society.

But surprisingly, the hon. Minister, Mr. Prabhu, in his second Railway Budget speech stated that the institution will aim for an operating ratio
of 92 per cent while the expected operating ratio was 90 per cent as announced by the hon. Prime Minister in September 2014. The operating ratio is
a key measure of efficiency. So, lower the operating ratio, better it is for the profitability of an entity.

Let us come to the point of Wi-Fi connection. It is mentioned in the Railway Budget that Wi-Fi connection will be made available in 400 stations.
Madam, you cannot imagine the despicable condition of toilets at railway stations, especially in rural areas where there is no water facility. Railway
stations are not properly cleaned even after an interval of six months or more. With due regards to the 'Make in India' and 'Digital India' projects, I
believe that cleaning toilets should be a priority. Sufficient water, especially safe drinking water, should be made available in all railway stations and
the restrooms. The food provided on board should be adequate and should meet minimum health requirements. The provision for different kinds of
foods must be available at all railway stations, especially where long duration trains halt.

Madam, another shameful problem about which I wish to speak is that of sexual harassment of female passengers. Government should ensure
property security and safety of women passengers. In case of any violation or complaints, appropriate action must be taken to efficiently redress
grievances of the victims.

Madam, I would like to place some of those demands which I had already placed in this House before the hon. Minister, Shri Prabhu Ji, about which I
also wrote a letter to him, but I did not get any positive results from his end. I would, once again, like to place my demands.

My first demand is about shuttle train service from New Garia Station to Canning Station; from New Garia to Laximkantapur; from New Garia to
Diamond Harbour; and one local train service from Sealdah to Joynagar-Mozilpur.

My second demand is about construction of a level-crossing at Piyali Station on Sealdah-Canning railway line.

My third demand is about the three railway projects, which are the dream projects of the then hon. Minister of Railways, Kumari Mamata Banerjee.
One railway project is from Canning to Godkhali via Bhangonkhali; another one is from Joynagar to Moipith via Jamtala; and the last one is from
Namkhana to Bakkhali.

Thank you, Madam, for giving me an opportunity to speak.



SHRI VINOD KHANNA (GURDASPUR): Respected Madam, I thank you very much for giving me the opportunity to speak on the Railway Budget.

I stand here to support the Railway Budget presented on 25th February 2016. At the outset, I want to congratulate both the Railway ministers and
their entire team for presenting a very balanced Budget. I call this a balanced Budget because our hon. Railway Minister has on one hand focussed
on increasing the revenues without resorting to passenger tariff hike, and on the other hand he has ensured that every rupee is used for optimal
productivity.

Madam, I remember that in the past, when Railway Ministers used to present Railway Budgets, they used to give a huge list of new trains, new
railway lines, new projects, etc., but none of those projects saw the light of the day. I salute our Railway Minister because he is trying to expedite
the backlog of the past while providing for the future needs of the people. He has been successful in overhauling the age-old bottlenecks by
delegating powers to the DRM level. For the first time in the history of the Indian Railways, our Minister has given a Vision Document and laid out
the priorities for 2020. The priorities set out include reserved accommodations in trains on by 2020.

Increase overall speed of mail/express trains to 80 kilometres per hour and zero direct discharge of human waste and many more facilities and
amenities for the passengers.

Our Railway Minister's long term vision includes three New Freight Corridors — North-South, East-West and East-Coast Freight Corridors. The
ongoing freight corridor, which is the largest infrastructure projects undertaken by railways, is going to be completed by 2019. Our hon. Railway
Minister has also promised speedy completion of Katra-Banihal section of the J&K railway line.

Keeping in view the Prime Minister's "Make in India" initiative, two factories for heavy duty locomotives have been approved in Bihar,

While addressing the problems of persons with special abilities, the Minister has introduced one time registration for providing concession, online
booking of wheel chairs, special toilets, Braille-enabled coaches etc. For senior citizens, the hon. Minister has increased the lower quota berths and
also provisions for more escalators and lifts in stations.

Our Minister has laid special emphasis on safety of passengers. The Indian Railways has entered into partnership with Rail Technical Research
Institute, Japan and Korean Railway Research Institute to provide a road map for zero accident in Indian Railways.

For the poor travellers, our hon. Minister has provided Anthyodaya Express and Deen Dayalu coaches. I would request the hon. Minister to start the
Anthyodaya Express from Pathankot to Benaras and Pathankot to Patna. I shall now come to the issues relating to my constituency.

There is a demand for a second entry to the Pathankot Cantt. Railway Station from Jammu-Jalandhar highway side. This second entry would reduce
considerably the presence of traffic in Pathankot town and also be easily accessible to the residents of nearby Himachal Pradesh and Jammu and
Kashmir. Secondly, there is a long standing demand for construction of ROB at level crossing on Sujanpur-Pathankot railway line. Thirdly, there has

been little progress on the sanctioned projects for construction of a new railway line between Qadian and Beas. A survey has started but for some
reason, there were some hitches and it had stopped. I would request the Minister to look into this matter and complete this project as early as
possible because it would benefit about ten lakh people of that area.

A very important issue in Pathankot is of the narrow gauge line. This narrow gauge railway has started during the British-raj. It starts from
Pathankot and goes upt Jogindernagar in Himachal Pradesh. At that time, the population of Pathankot was very small. Today, the city of Pathankot
has really expanded on both sides of the railway line. We have these railway level crossings that run through the city. Every time, the train comes,
these crossings are closed and the entire city just comes to a standstill because of the traffic. May I request the hon. Minister to really take this
issue very seriously because every time the train comes to Pathankot city, the entire city comes to a standstill? If the narrow gauge station can be
shifted outside the Pathankot city, it will solve all the traffic problems of the city. The other possible way to solve this problem is to have an elevated
track over all the level crossings that run into Pathankot. So, I would urgently request the Minister to look into this and resolve this problem as early

as possible.

Also, a provision of the ROB in lieu of the railway crossing on S-8A on the narrow gauge on National Highway leading to Dharamshala road from
Pathankot bypass is required very immediately.

Some other demands of my constituency are:
1. Conversion of railway crossing D-10 into 'C' category was approved in 1992-93. However, the project has not seen the light of the day.
2. Reopening of railway gate No. C-51 at Km. 29.23 Northern Railway between village Hardowal Khurd and Hardowal Kalan.
3. Providing halt at Paniar, District Gurdaspur for the benefit of passengers of that area.
4,  Provision of escalator at Pathankot railway station as well as Pathankot Cantonment for the aged and ailing commuters.

5. Daily passengers travelling from Pathankot to Amritsar by DMU are facing problems as there is no provision for toilets in DMU. As the travel
time is more than three hours, commuters face a lot of problems. If toilets can be provided in DMU coaches, the passengers would be
really benefited. Also, additional coaches should be provided as the traffic has increased considerably.

I hope our hon, Railway Minister would look into these issues raised by me and direct the concerned to take necessary steps. Thank you,
Madam, once again for giving me this opportunity.
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SHRI RAM MOHAN NAIDU KINJARAPU (SRIKAKULAM): Hon. Chairperson, thank you for giving me the apportunity to speak. I stand up on behalf of
my party Telugu Desam Party and my leader Shri N. Chandrababu Naidu in support of Rail Budget today.



Railway is a very important part of today's India and it is a true representation of Indian diversity in terms of social, cultural, economical- in all
aspects. If there is anything that can represent India today, then the organization that we have to look to is the Indian Railways. If you look at the
Indian Railways, there has been a huge paradigm shift from the Railway Budgets that have been happening over the years. Over the years,
Governments after Governments, Ministers after Ministers have focused on making false claims and unfulfilled promises like laying out new lines and
new trains but none of them have moved forward and none of them have seen the light of the day. But I truly congratulate the present Minister Shri
Suresh Prabhu and also his aide Shri Manoj Sinha for showing true capacity, calibre, confidence and character in showing good direction in finishing
up the backlog projects and also giving a very good sense of direction for the Indian Railway for the future.

The best thing about today's Government is that they believe in completing the projects that had been pending for many years while targeting the
problems of passengers, which is more than a political sense to this Budget. spr s ar @1 e asie 351 iz Rl 22wEt & o fepl o 221 A B oft 25
3 A JeifdrT 21T 2, For el 3 d Yer aeredt et iz gAY 2wl @Y swIcEn e siAr o1 Aftver usct ar vordle AR e & A, oiveq, #idl Sft queEidl Tom! & arg v 8
Ja1 & b ¥l Yol @1 e G S91 3 ac a1 &) Y 391 & wufeell @ ot 3 23 ge ok fern srn &) I truly congratulate Government of India for all the steps
taken.

Moving into some of the effective changes that have come through the Budget, one of the worst things of Indian Railways has always been the
cleanliness part. aga el 31 U3 FoT o1 30 &1 331 A dd 3 o & 5 smadlRr Y iRl @t St St & e gest gl fen swen & And then Shri Narendra
Modi, to transform India completely from the ground level, launched the Swachh Bharat Scheme. I truly appreciate the concern taken by the Indian
Railways in integrating the Swachh Bharat as Swachh Rail and taking up as a very prestigious scheme and the success it has seen. I am saying it is
successful because I have seen in my own constituency of Srikakulam the stations have gotten better. They are looking a lot more better The
facilities that are provided have seen a lot of changes. So, I truly congratulate the Railway Ministry for taking up the Swachh Bharat also.

There are additional 2,500 water vending machines and 17,000 bio-toilets proposed; smart coaches using the natural talent pool of our country are
also being integrated. All these changes will be really appreciated by the passengers.

If you look at the passenger fares, it is a very welcome thing that they have not increased the passenger fares. But there might be a point where it
might get inevitable to increase the fares for the passengers but when that kind of a stage comes, I request the Railway Department to keep in mind
that the railway fares should not be directly proportional to fulfilling the profit bracket of the Budget but it has to be directly proportional to the kind
of services that we provide to the passengers. apr aifefl o srcefl afdens 3 & o 52 aeron aifde) amer 2l g3 frarer B e serer 20 asar B e Juar 3,
Aot 331 a3t A Brereft aifde, Brrer 83 a6 3 a1 3

We have also seen that the speed of the trains has been taken as a good concern. If you look at it, Uday, Tejas, Hamsafar, Antyodaya Express, and
Deen Dayalu Coaches have all been announced. My only request to the Railway Department is that a=iifas sa1 a3 Ader uz 3z@ &, @ 0l A5 smer arc
@2 3, sad A Fpren fifsny; Whenever they decide these things they should take the opinion of hon. Members of Parliament to make sure that they are
given to the most under-penetrated and underserved areas of this country which are the rural regions, the tribal regions and the hilly regions.

Technology is also being brought in a very big way. I really congratulate and it is very heartening to see the way technology is being implemented in
the Railways today. I keep looking at Twitter and it is a welcome change that the Railway Minister Shri Prabhu or the Ministry itself gets in to deal
with many of the issues that the local passengers face. They interact on social media and many of them have been sought through the Internet.
That is a very good thing. Technology can offer many solutions to today's problems that the Railways is facing. Some of them could be related to
ticket booking, grievance or complaints redressal scheme or real-time train updates or ordering food or solutions to internal problems that the
Railways face. All of these could be effectively countered with good use of technology. We have the IRCTC which is the biggest electronic booking
website today. There are a lot of problems which IRCTC is facing today. serz @1 sienr 3 oY 331 uen ol &en & 185 wai 3 gfédbor At 2 en evai A aen @ Ao
We are the biggest software exporter in the world. gt anédt &t gforen ameer 3 ) & awol elteer gggior ikl @Y Yot B el o g3l gdl e A Sacps wId
daoiteilsil &Y 52 o 3 301 w6t @ onfirer @25 aite Asardlor ww fven ey 33t =it aier Yerd Burddie 2 & They have proposed 100 Wi-Fi stations which they will
be increasing to 400 stations but instead of stations they should also consider including Wi-Fi in the coaches, in the trains also. That would be a
much better benefit to the passengers who are travelling. sit z¢ofer uz &5 &, 301 o srecdt fdend 2, Afdvor ot ot 3 ey @2 28 3, Jordb e oft dserdlor Ffdentd
&l o wreoclt 3, sra ar-wrd B Flden Soil 9 oft ot eEy

In terms of safety, we have faced a challenge with regard to unmanned gates. aga-ay vafidzar & 32 &) Very poor people were losing lives
unnecessarily because of these unmanned gates. They have all been closed; around 350 manned level crossings have been closed, 1000 unmanned
level crossings, 820 ROB/RUB, completed in current year. I truly appreciate the concern that the Government has shown and the kind of work it has
done. I take deep pride in telling that in my constituency of Srikakulam - Waltair Division is an East Coast Railway - they have taken a prestigious
project and have constructed three subways in a record time of four hours. It was unbelievable for me also but I truly appreciate the Indian
Government for doing record breaking things. Usually it used to take over four days around 16 hours but they have done it in four-and-a-half hours. I
would like to mention this in my speech.

Freight has been a good source of earning for the Indian Railways. Over the years we have seen that the prices are slightly more than the prices
that the other countries offer. But we are subsidising it for the passengers' fare. @3z Wert @1 sa oidl g &, a1 awft 2mer dar be 3 & sm2a & It is a
good thing but my only request is that whatever freight people are paying they should get good benefit for the payment. sarst 33t Jjart sme? B doat
sl ersar-2act oft &3t fraffya avon afde; 2f Yo Bom, at sit Bt 33 3 2, 33 Boma A gorn) oft ae Ayfren Browl For that the Government has also proposed
the dedicated freight corridor which is a very innovative and appreciative move and I would like to congratulate the Government for that also.

In terms of fund generation, amft zec amoldice @i aft Sdica fven arn 3, ...(Interruptions) Madam, please give me five minutes more.
HON. CHAIRPERSON : You will get only one minute more.
SHRI RAM MOHAN NAIDU KINJARAPU: Madam, I have very important points to make. Please give me five minutes.

HON. CHAIRPERSON: There are so many speakers to speak.



SHRI RAM MOHAN NAIDU KINJARAPU: So, joint ventures have been done with the State Governments. sarse et # gieca e aidl 2 but I have seen
locally that ROBs/RUBs are also being done with the help of the State Government. 531 50 : 50 @ af3rer uz fven o a1 8

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Why are you explaining all these things? You may just place your demand.

SHRI RAM MOHAN NAIDU KINJARAPU: Madam, you have to be little descriptive also. When Railway is doing 50:50 State Governments are not
coming forward. Whenever you enter into a JV, these are all big projects that you are doing so, you should have a very time-bound effective manner
in which you can tell the State Governments also, you can have a hold on them also that they have to give sufficient priority to these railway projects
whenever they take them. I appreciate the move.

There is still no clarity with regard to PPP model. There is a lot of land. In small stations also there are acres of land which is lying unused. The local
youth can use them with creative innovative ideas but there has to be a clear, structured PPP model. I would request the Government to take up
some kind of a model to get this process started. I know that the Opposition is also criticizing this kind of PPP model but you take the first step. Even
if you make some kind of mistake, we can all sit together and bring about the necessary changes. We can learn from the mistakes and do the
necessary changes.

I would like to thank the Government for giving all these things for Andhra Pradesh especially:
[0 Dedicated Freight Corridor from Kharagpur to Vijayawada.

0 Tirupati, which is an international pilgrimage destination, has been allotted fund for the beautification and improvement of passenger
amenities at the Station.

[0 Madam, Rs.100 crore has been allocated for Vijayawada Metro Rail project.
0 Rs.200 crore have been sanctioned for Kotpalli-Narsapur railway line which has been pending for 40 years.
HON. CHAIRPERSON: Please conclude.

SHRI RAM MOHAN NAIDU KINJARAPU: Madam, please give me two minutes more.

(]

Rs.80 crore for Vijayawada-Bhimavaram-Nidadavolu railway line.
0 Allocation of Rs.180 crore for Nadkudi-Srikalahasti.

0 Rs.150 crore for Gudur-Duvvada line

00 Rs.50 crore for a new line between Kazipet and Vijayawada.

Madam, I would like to thank the Government of Andhra Pradesh and Nara Chandrababu Naidu Garu also for doing this but there is one request
which is still pending. There was a lot of hope that in this Railway Budget a Railway Zone for Andhra Pradesh would be mentioned. This has been a
long pending demand. It has not started yet. Especially in our area, which is the Waltair Division, we have been receiving step-motherly treatment
for so many years since our Division has been with the Kolkata Division, South Coast Railway. Right now, in the East Coast Railway we have a
region of 25 per cent but the funds that are being spent on us are just 10 per cent. This request has been mentioned in the Andhra Pradesh
Reorganisation Act also.This is the right of the people of Andhra Pradesh. You also know that the State has been recently divided.

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Please conclude now.

SHRI RAM MOHAN NAIDU KINJARAPU : Madam, I will conclude in two minutes. You should know that whenever a person is wounded, the
treatment has to be done right then. If you wait for 30 days and do the treatment, it will never be successful. Andhra Pradesh is a wounded State
right now.
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SHRIMATI ANUPRIYA PATEL (MIRZAPUR): Hon. Chairperson, I rise to welcome the Railway Budget presented by the hon. Railway Minister, Shri

Suresh Prabhu ji on 25 February, 2016 which truly fulfils the aspirations of common man and the common citizens of India are extremely happy and
satisfied that this time no hike has been proposed in the passenger fares. I congratulate the hon. Minister for his to decision to revise the Freight
Policy because Railways earns most of its internal revenue from freight traffic which contributes almost 65 per cent to the internal revenue and in
the past six decades the freight traffic contribution has come down from 90 per cent to almost 30 per cent with most of the share moving towards
roads, considering which revision is a good idea and the proposal to expand the Railway Freight Basket and increase the number of bulk commodities
from 10 to 45 is really a step which is worthy of all appreciation. I would also like to thank the hon. Minister for the idea of a dedicated freight
corridor and an Action Plan in this regard to recapture the freight traffic through containerization or RORO, Roll on — Roll off is also a welcome step.
Particularly because the RORO service will revolutionize the concept of transportation as it is like a *train coming to our doorstep'.
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I would also like to congratulate the hon, Minister for making efforts to increase the non-tariff revenue by way of steps like redevelopment of
stations; advertising at stations; monetization of land along railway tracks; improving parcel service etc. The Budget talks of improving amenities
from bio-toilets to changing boards for babies, automatic ticket vending; online booking of wheel chairs for the elderly patients and differently abled,
travel insurance policy, clean my coach service, Wifi services, reservation of 33 per cent for women and reservation of lower berths for elderly
people. A lot of such initiatives which are customer and passenger friendly make the Budget extremely promising.

I would also like to congratulate the hon. Minister for deciding to develop a National Railway Plan for the first time in order to integrate railways with
other modes of transport.

However, the only thing that raises my anxiety level is the observation made by the Committee on Restructuring of Railways that the expenditure on
staff is extremely high and unmanageable. The salaries, pensions and fuel take away almost 68 per cent of the railway eamnings. The Depreciation
Reserve Fund has also been decreasing over the years which are primarily meant for our asset maintenance and we are unable to bring down our
operating ratio that means we are spending more paisa to earn or generate one rupee.

I would like to request the hon. Railway Minister to enlighten the House about how these grave issues will be addressed by the Budget that we have
for this year.

With these words, I conclude.

Thank you.

SHRI JOSE K. MANI (KOTTAYAM): Hon. Chairperson, Sir, thank you very much for giving me this opportunity. This is the third Railway Budget after
this Government has come to power. In all these three Budget, except for some amounts being allocated for doubling, I feel that the State of Kerala
has been totally neglected and left out.

Due to paucity of time I would just like to make two points regarding the State of Kerala, especially the Central Travancore, Central Kerala. As you
know Central Travancore, especially my constituency, Kottayam, is densely populated and the Kottayam Railway station is the hub of road transport,
water transport and rail transport and this is the busiest railway station in Central Travancore.

19.00 hours

The whole of India knows the most known pilgrimage centre, the Sabarimala. The devotees come by rail to Kottayam and then proceed
towards Pamba or the Sabarimala by road. Millions of devotees visit this place. But we find that Kottayam Railway Station does not have the facility
to hold such a huge crowd. For the last couple of years, I have been requesting the Government of India, specially the Ministry of Railways, to
upgrade the railway station and also improve the facilities taking into consideration the devotees visiting this place. But to our dismay, no allocation
has been made whereas in the same region, places where the passenger traffic and revenue are less than the Kottayam Railway Station have been
pravided funds. I have no problem in giving them funds but priority should be given to places where revenue and passenger traffic are more. If you
compare the statistics, you may find that Kottayam Railway Station has much more revenue and passenger traffic than other railway stations for
which you have sanctioned funds in this Budget.



So, while replying to this discussion, I request you to make a provision for the improvement of Kottayam Railway Station.

Another point which I would like to mention is, during the Budget, 2013-14 and 2014-15, the Ministry of Railways had announced a Coaching
Terminal at Kottayam but later on, no provision had been made for taking off such a project. Now, the State Government has announced a mobility
hub in Kottayam where the Coaching Terminal is supposed to come. That means, road transport, rail transport and water transport will be in the
same region.

I request the Government of India, the Ministry for Railways, to take up the previously announced project of the Coaching Terminal at Kottayam. It is
very necessary to take up this mobility hub project.

Lastly, during a couple of years back, the Ministry had announced a job for each family whose land has been taken away by the Railway Ministry for
the development of rail or doubling work. But such an action has not been taken by the Railways. I hope that immediate action will be taken to give
jobs to those families whose land has been taken away for rail development.
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*SHRI PR. SENTHILNATHAN (SIVAGANGA): I express my indebtedness to our beloved leader Hon'ble Chief Minister Puratchi Thalaivi AMMA for
giving me an opportunity to express my views on the Discussion on Railway Budget 2016-17.

"These are challenging times and perhaps the toughest" Railway Minister said as he introduced his budget. Indeed it is truly very challenging task for
the Railway Minister to cater to the needs of cross sections of the society, length and breadth of the country.

Hon'ble Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, Puratchi Amma states that this budget belied the sense of expectation nursed by many segments of the
population, with no new trains and no new railway lines, and it was also surprising that no specific projects were announced, including several
projects in Tamil Nadu.

I take this opportunity to furnish the Railway demands of the people of Tamil Nadu and my Sivaganga Parliamentary Constituency for consideration
and speedy implementation.

Trichy-Rameshwaram Dual Railway track line required. Karaikudi-Mudurai new railway track line required (Distance 100 km). Karaikudi-
Kanniyakumrai via (Devakottai - Thiruvadanai -Ramnad) new Railway track line required. (This route is always researched one). Pudukottai - Thondi
vai (Aalangudi-Aranthangi) new track line required. Kurakudi-Kovai vai (Thirupathur - Singampunari -Kottampattai - Dhindugal -Palani) new track line
required.

The trains must take stoppage in Thirumayam railway station in Pudukottai District and Kollal railway station and Muthanenthal Railway Station in
Sivagangai district.

Considering the increase in the number of Passengers travelling by Silambu Express (1681/16182), the train may be operated daily instead of weekly
twice. Considering the increase in the number of Passenger travelling by Rameswaram -Coimbatore Express (16617/16618), the train may be
operated daily instead of weekly once.

Considering the increase in the number of Passenger travelling by Pondicheery -Kanyakumari Express (16861), the train may be operated daily
instead of weekly once.

Considering the increase in the number of Passenger travelling by Rameshwaram -Bhuvaneshwar Express (18495/18496), the train must be given as
a permanent stoppages in Sivagangai, Devakottai, Pudhukottai stations and aslo this train must be operated daily.

Considering the increase in the number of Passenger travelling by Rameshwaram -Varanasi Express (14259/14260), the train must be given as a
permanent stoppages in Sivagangai, Devakottai, Pudhukottai stations and also this train must be operated daily.

The over bridge or subway must be constructed at Sriramnagar Karaikudi railway crossing between Kottaiyur and Karaikudi Road.

The over bridge or subway must be constructed at Ariyakudi Railway Gate near Karaikudi Railway Station and NH 210 to Ariyakudi Road.
The over bridge or subway must be constructed at Kallal Railway Crossing in Kalaiyarkovil road.

The over bridge or subway must be constructed Panangudi railway crossing in Vetriyyur road.

The over bridge or subway must be constructed at Nattarsrasankottai railway crossing at Natarajapuram road.

The over bridge or subway must be constructed at Sivagangai railway crossing in Ilayankudi road.

The over bridge or subway must be constructed at Manamadurai railway juction in Manamadurai bye pass and Sivagangai Road.

The over bridge or subway must be constructed at Kallal railway junction at Kuruthampattu road.

During the rainy season the rain water fills up the subways and there is no way for the water to drain. This makes the subways unfit for use during
rainy season. Some provision must be made to drain the water from subways.

It would be of great help if the Pallavan Express which stops at Karaikudi can be extended upto Manamadurai.
Karaikudi-Thoothukudi railway track inspection has completed long back but no steps have been taken for laying this route.

No progress appears to have been made in the broad-gauge conversion work on the Karaikudi -Pattukottai-Thiruvarur rail-line for the last 2 A%
years, which should be geared up to ensure speedy completion.

Until the work is completed and the train services resumed, the Kamban Express which has now been stopped, be made operational through Trichy
on daily basis to minimize the huge crowd in the Rameswaram - Chennai-bound trains and to avoid the inconvenience being faced by the travelling
public.

There is no announcement of trains in every railway stations in Sivagangai District (Karaikudi, Devakottai, Sivagangai, Mana Madurai, Chettinad), so
arrangements must be made for announcing the arrival and departure of trains.

LED display lights provided for coach position are not working properly during the arrival of the train, that misleads passengers to find their exact
coach position .

Special trains must be arranged from Chennai and other location during the festival session.
The name board must be placed in all the poles in railway station.

The Reservation Ticket Counter and Unreserved Ticket Counter are merged and made as a single counter in Sivagangai (SVGA) Railway Station.



People suffer a lot to get their tickets. Kindly take necessary steps to separate reservation ticket counter and unreserved counter. RO water facility
must be there at the station. The SVGA Railway Station must be provided with sufficient lights for the length of the entire platform. During the
power cuts, the emergency lighting and genset is also needed .

The work of construction of over-bridge near the new entrance at the Karaikudi Railway Junction is yet to be commenced though it is approved by

the Department. The 3@ and 4t platform at Karaikudi Railway Station (KKDI) must be extended with full shelter facility. Adequate lightings must be
done along the shelter of platform and emergency lights and genset during the power cuts is needed. Karaikudi Railway Station must be fitted with
escalator as more number of passengers travel in all the trains that come across in the juction.

The Railway platform at Devakottai (DKO) Railway Station has to be raised to level of the last footstep of the train and the number of shelters in the
platforms of Devakottai Railway Station has to be increased. The DKO Railway Station must be provided with sufficient lights for the length of the
entire platform. During the power cuts, the emergency lighting and genset is also needed. RO water facility must be provided there. The working
time for Reservation Counter is up to 5.00 PM. And interval time between 12.00 PM to 3.00PM is also made. During this interval time, the reservation
is closed. The working time of Reservation Counter must be extended from 8.00 AM to 8.00 PM.

RO water facility must be provided at Manamadurai Railway Station and it must be fitted with escalator as this Station is the junction of Trains from
Madurai and Trichy towards Rameshwaram. Adequate Lightings must be done along the shelter of the platform, and emergency lights and genset
during the power cuts is needed. The working time for Reservation Counter is up to 5.00 PM. And the interval time 12.00 PM to 3.00PM is also made.
During this interval time, the reservation counter is closed. The working time of Reservation Counter must be extended from 8.00 AM to 8.00PM.

The railway platform at Chettinadu Railway Station has to be raised to the level of the last footstep of the train. RO water facility must be provided
there. Adequate Shelter, lightings must be done along the length of the platform, and emergency lights and genset during the power cuts is needed.
The working time for Reservation Counter is up to 5.00 PM. And the interval time 12.00 PM to 3.00 PM is also made. During this interval time, the
reservation counter is closed. The working time of Reservation Counter must be extended from 8.00 AM to 8.00PM.

Pudhukottai Railway Station is the main junction for the trains that comes from Trichy to Rameshwaram and vice-versa. More number of passengers
use this junction as Pudukottai town is the main business place for the people in nearby villages. Pudhukottai Railway Station must be fitted with
escalator as more number of passengers travel in all the trains that come across in the junction. RO Water facility must provided there,

It will be great help for the People of Tamil Nadu if the above requests are taken into consideration and the required steps are taken at the earliest. I
hope the Hon'ble Minister will act positively.
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SHRI N.K. PREMACHANDRAN (KOLLAM): Mr. Chairman, Sir, I thank you for giving me this opportunity to speak on the Railway Budget for 2016-17.

Sir, it is an admitted fact that the Indian Railways is the lifeline of our country, that is, India and is the unique integrator of modern India with a
major role in its socio-economic development of our country.

This is the second Budget of Shri Suresh Prabhu and the third Railway Budget of the NDA Government at the Centre. Most of the hon. Members of
this House and even outside this House, everybody is appreciating the endeavour and the effort taken by the hon. Minister Suresh Prabhuji along
with Manoj Sinhaji. We are not disputing the integrity, earnest efforts and the hard work done by them. I also take this opportunity to congratulate
them for having taken sincere efforts to improve the position of Indian Railways during these two years.



But what is the reality which we have to look into? We have to have introspection amongst ourselves when we congratulate and appreciate this
Budget. If you go through the Railway Budget, there are 141 paragraphs and I have gone through all the paragraphs.

Sir, if you may kindly see, the Railway Budget is talking about a lot of things regarding toilets, upgradation of technology in respect of customer
services, ticketing, vendor machines etc., all these things are well elaborated. But the question which I would like to ask the hon. Minister is this.
What about the fiscal position of Indian Railways? There are only three paragraphs, 8, 9 and 10 and the last 2 A% pages regarding the fiscal
performance. This is the only thing in respect of the state of affairs of finance.

Sir, what is a Budget? A Budget is the total income and expenditure and also the real fiscal position of Indian Railways, what are the issues to be
addressed and how they will be addressed. These things are not explained in the Budget Speech except that of the detailed explanation in respect of
amenities, customer experiences, railway gates etc. These things are well illustrated.

Why is it so? It is not because of lack of knowledge of a budget. It is not because of lack of experience of the hon. Minister. 1t is not well explained
because of the sole reason that the fiscal performance of the Indian Railways is not in a good shape compared to last year. If you go through each
and every detail of it, it would be very clear. That is why, the fiscal position of the Indian Railways is not elaborated in the Budget Speech but other
things are well explained in the Budget Speech. So, the crux of the issue is this. The focus should be given to the fiscal position of the Indian
Railways.

Let us analyse the Budget and the Budget figures. I am directly going to the Budget figures. In 2015-16, the hon. Minister had anticipated passenger
earnings growth at 16.7 per cent and an amount of Rs. 50,175 crore. In freight traffic, an increase of 85 million tonnes was expected. The gross
traffic receipt was Rs.1,83,575 crore; operating ratio was 88.5 per cent. That was the anticipation in the 2015-16 Budget. What is the real position?
After a long time — this is the first time in the Indian Railways — there is a five per cent decline in the passenger traffic. That is a very alarming
situation as far as the Indian Railways is concerned. Nowhere, in no year, in the Indian Railways, the passenger traffic has ever declined like this.
Why is it so? That is why I am saying that it is to be introspected. You have expected a growth of 16.7 per cent and what has happened is decline in
the number of passengers by five per cent. So, what is the fiscal performance? This is my first point. Secondly, you have expected an increase of 85
million tonnes in respect of the freight traffic. What was the growth that we have got? It is only five million tonnes. As far as operating ratio is
concerned, it was expected that the operating ratio will be maintained at 88.5 per cent, but it has come to 90 per cent.

Coming to 2016-17 Budget, the present Budget, what is the anticipation? Passenger traffic is expecting a growth of 12.4 per cent. Last year, a
growth of 16.7 per cent was expected and there is a decline in the passenger traffic earning. Again we are expecting 12.4 per cent growth in
passenger earning at about Rs. 51,012 crore. That is less than that of the Budget estimate of 2015-16. What is the fiscal performance of the Indian
Railways? That means the Budget estimate of 2016-17 is less than that of the Budget estimate of 2015-16.

Coming to the freight traffic also, it is the same; Rs. 1,17,933 is also lower than that of the previous year's Budget estimate. The gross traffic receipt
is more or less the same. Coming to the operating ratio, yes, there is a justification; the Seventh Pay Commission is coming. Definitely, additional
financial burden will come. So the operating ratio will be 92 per cent. The efficiency of the Railways depends on the operating ratio. Hon. Suresh
Prabhu j/, in the last Budget, has said to us that the operating ratio will be brought down to 88.5 per cent. Now in the 2016-17 Budget, you are going
to enhance it and anticipating an operating ratio of 92 per cent. Is it a better performance of the Indian Railways during the last one year? My
definite point is, there is a total failure as far as the fiscal performance is concerned.

Regarding the mobilization of resources, I do accept that you aim at additional mobilization of resources by way of collecting Rs. 8.5 lakh crore by
five years' plan. What have you collected last year? Rs. 1.5 lakh crore is to be collected from the Life Insurance Corporation of India. That has not
been fulfilled so far. That is also a plan of five years. Additional resources mobilization has to be done through JV, PP, FDI, SPV. Has anything been
done during the last one year? I do appreciate the strenuous efforts, honest efforts taken by the hon. Minister in building up the Indian Railways in a
better form but the fiscal position has not yet improved. It is declining like anything. We are not able to mobilize additional resources as we have
expected. That is the position which we are facing.

Regarding the plan expenditure also, last year's plan expenditure was Rs. 1.1 lakh crore; it is just Rs. 1.21 lakh crore in the current Budget. There is
just an increase of 21 per cent.

My criticism is only in respect of the fiscal position of the Indian Railways. The Government is not able to address the issue of the fiscal stress which
is being faced by the Indian Railways. At the same time, when I am criticising the Government, I do appreciate the Government and the hon.
Minister regarding the fiscal progress which the Railways have achieved during the last financial year, especially in respect of expenditure. It is a
record as far as the Planned Expenditure is concerned. It is also a record in respect of gauge conversion, doubling of lines, electrification, etc. I fully
appreciate the endeavours taken by the Minister by measuring the physical progress in constructing and completing the works. I also welcome the
introduction of Antyodaya Express and Deen Dayal coaches.

I am having four suggestions and with these suggestions I will conclude my speech. The first suggestion is to improve the efficiency of the Indian
Railways by reducing the operating ratio. Secondly, in order to mobilise the resources, the resources of the profit making PSUs may be utilised for
enhancing the capacity of the Indian Railways like that of the LIC. Third suggestion is regarding the commercial utilisation of the surplus land. That is
well-established in this Budget also. The fourth suggestion is to improve other sources of revenue by advertisement and other means so as to have
additional resources.

With these suggestions, I would like to thank the Minister for having adequate representation to our Constituencies. I would like to suggest to the
hon. Minister for the completion of Punalur-Shencottah Gauge Conversion by the next year. As far as the pilgrim station is concerned, Punalur
Station, which is very close to Sabarimala Lord Ayyappa Temple, should be developed as a pilgrim station. Second entry, that is Quilon, has to be
completed at the earliest.

With these words, I once again, caution the Government regarding the fiscal position of the Railways.



DR. RATNA DE (NAG) (HOOGHLY): Sir, at the outset, I would like to appreciate the sub-quota of 33 per cent for women in reserved categories and
50 per cent reservation of lower berth for senior citizens in the Railway Budget.

Now, I would like to quote a few figures which would highlight where the Railways is heading to. There would be a projected increase of

roughly Rs. 28,600 crore in staff costs and pension outgo in 2016-17. The impact of 7t" Pay Commission in the financial year 2016-17 is Rs. 21,000
crore. Market borrowings in the financial year 2016-17 would be Rs. 20,000 crore.

In the past one year, indirectly, in a number of ways, there has been hike in fares. For example, cancellation charges of a second class confirmed
ticket, if 48 hours remain, have gone up from Rs. 30 to Rs. 60. Similarly, in regard to 3 AC, the cancellation charges have gone up from Rs. 90 to

Rs. 180. In the case of 2"d AC, cancellation charges have gone up from Rs. 100 to Rs. 200. Tatkal charges have been hiked by 33 per cent. Hence,
the Railway Minister cannot say that he has not hiked passenger fares.

In the Budget, it has been stated that earning per passenger-kilometre has gone up by 8.8 per cent in the current year and is budgeted to rise by 12
per cent in the next fiscal year. How would you explain this? Immediately after his presentation of the Rail Budget, markets refuse to cheer and
Sensex dips 113 points. The Minister has proposed to increase capital outlay for the Railways by 21 per cent to Rs. 1.21 lakh crore. How? Would he
achieve this feat without fiddling with indirect hikes which affects passengers, and market borrowings for which we need to pay hefty interests?

The traffic receipts targeted for 2015-16 were at Rs. 1,83,578 crore. The revised estimate was Rs. 1,67, 834 crore. Sir, if you look at the trend, by
March the actual would be less than that. So, there would be a shortfall of almost 10 per cent. Actual passenger numbers have fallen almost by 200
million and yet the targeted increase is 81 million passengers. Actual freight tonnage per kilometer has also fallen. If the Railway growth comes
down from 17 per cent to 5 per cent then there would be a direct reflection of it on the GDP of our country.

Sir, this Railway Budget has not shed any light on how to engage with the huge Railway workforce like the Railway Protection Force, running
hospitals and schools.

Sir, T would request the hon. Railway Minister to include a number of hugely popular religious destinations in West Bengal like Kalighat,
Dakshineswar, Belur Math, Tarakeswar, Furfura Sharif under Special Tourist Trains.

We have great respect for our Railway Minister But why is the Minister trying to change the name of the trains, which had been initiated by the
former Union Minister of Railways, Mamata Benerjee during 2009 to 2011? Now, she is the Chief Minister of West Bengal.

Sir, now, I would touch upon the demands relating to my Constituency. There has been a long pending demand for construction of a ramp to use the
foot over bridge at Khamargachi Station, Hooghly District, Howrah Division, Eastern Railways. At present, the passengers have to climb 220 steps
one side to cross the foot over bridge at the said station. Due to 220 steps to cross, people usually take convenient route, which is very dangerous,
that is, they cross the tracks to buy tickets at the booking centre which is located at a long distance. So, this bridge has to be dismantled and
ramped.

Sir, there is a heavy passenger traffic between Katwa and Sealdah Stations. I would request the hon. Railway Minister to give a train from Katwa to
Sealdah Station.

There is also a need for expansion of the subway at Bhadreswar Station. Bhadreswar is a town and municipality area covered by the Kolkata
Metropolitan Authority. But due to narrow subway, railway passengers, particularly and common public, in general face extreme hardships to pass
under the Bhadreswar Station. So, I would request the hon. Railway Minister to order for expansion of the subway at Bhadrreswar Station at Hooghly
District, Howrah Division, Eastern Railways.

Sir, there is also a need for construction of a foot over bridge at Bandel Railway Junction Station and Chinsurah Station. Chinsurah is the
headquarters of the Hooghly District, Bardwan Division. During rainy season, these two station roads get submerged under water, and the
passengers face extreme difficulties to pass the subway. I would, therefore, request the hon. Minister to consider my demand of construction of a
foot over bridge at these two stations.

In the end, I would request the hon. Railway Minister to complete the pending projects 2009-10, 2010-11 and 2011-12 in West Bengal by allocating
sufficient money.

With these few words, I conclude. Thank you very much.
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ADV. JOICE GEORGE (IDUKKI): Thank you, Sir, for giving me this opportunity to speak on the General Discussion on the Railway Budget 2016-17.
Since I am representing the aspirations of the people who are not connected with the Indian Railway as there is no railway line in my constituency, I
have got special reasons to congratulate this Government for their efforts to complete the railway lines in a time-bound manner.



I have a case to say before this House that how our projects are being delayed. The Angamali-Sabari rail is a project proposed to be connected with
the most sought pilgrimage station Sabarimala, which is a pilgrimage centre in the South India. The railway project was announced in the Railway
Budget during 1997-98 and the construction of the project started in 2006. The original length of that railway project was 116 kilometres which was
reduced to 112 kilometres. From 2006 to 2016, we could complete only 6 kilometre of this project.

The entire land has been notified for acquisition process and people are not in a position to exercise their rights over it. They are suffering both
economically and socially as they cannot make use of their property because of this notification.

The original sanctioned cost of the project was Rs.1526 crore. Out of that, we have spent only Rs.106 crore. Last year, there was an allocation of
Rs.5 crore for the project which has been increased to Rs.18.5 crore in the Revised Estimates. But, according to my information, no money has been
spent for that purpose. The land acquisition process has already been completed for construction of 16 kilometres but the Southern Railway
Authority is not earmarking this fund. In fact, all the MPs from Kerala have met the hon. Railway Minister, Suresh Prabhu ji with a request to speed
up the work on this as well as other projects in Kerala.

In the meantime, the Chief Administrative Officer, which was originally seated at Kochi has been transferred to some other place. There is no Chief
Administrative Officer for looking after the developmental activities in Kerala. We were assured that the Office of the Chief Administrative Officer has
been restarted in Kochi. But till date nothing has happened on that count. The entire work of Kerala has been under the supervision of the Chief
Administrative Officer, Chennai. Steps are being taken to reallocate or divert the funds allotted for Sabari rail for some other projects under the
Southern Railways and nothing is going to happen to the Sabari Rail project this year also.

In this year's Budget, there is an allocation of Rs.20 crore under the Special Fund and Rs.20 crore under the EBR Section. Earlier the cause of delay
in construction of this railway was the dispute for cost sharing proposal between the State of Kerala and the Central Government.

The State Government has agreed to share 50 per cent cost and they have issued a government notification also in that regard. An MoU has already
been signed for the purpose of constructing all the projects in Kerala. There is an allocation also made in the Railway Budget. I urge upon the hon.
Minister to speed up the work and that there should be some kind of mechanism to monitor the execution of these works under a partnership
framework or even by establishing an SPV for that purpose. Something should be done for fulfilling the aspirations of the people of Idukki district
which is a remote district in Kerala that has not been connected with the Indian Railway. People have long been aspiring for that.

Not only that, we can connect Sabarimala pilgrim centre also with a railway line. That will help the entire people of South India who visit the
pilgrim centre. People are coming from Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and even Andhra Pradesh. Every year lakhs and lakhs of people are coming to
Sabarimala.

Another project in this year's Budget is Dindigul-Sabarimala railway line. Hon. Minister was kind enough to include this project and there is
some allocation for the survey of this line. The problem is that the proposed line is running through the Periyar Tiger Reserve. Since it is a wildlife
sanctuary, there will not be any possibility of getting the environmental nod from the Ministry. So, I would request your goodself to change the
proposed line to Dindigul-Tevaram-Nedukandam-Kumili Sabarimala route so that we can get environmental clearance for it which would help in
completing that project. Thereby, it will be a feasible project on that count also.

Once again, I place my appreciation on record regarding the efforts being made for speedy completion of projects. I urge upon the
Government to extend the benefit of such efforts, which are being taken by the Government, to the Sabarimala rail project. There should also be
some special efforts made to complete that project in a time bound manner in order to fulfil the aspirations of the people and for the purpose of
mitigating the agonies which are being suffered by the landowners on account of long delay in acquiring their lands. There is no problem of land
acquisition there. People are ready to give their lands for this purpose, but the Government is not taking steps to acquire their lands by paying them
compensation. So, please do something for completion of that work.

Thank you very much.

SHRI PC. MOHAN (BANGALORE CENTRAL): Sir, I am thankful to you for having given me an opportunity to speak a few words on the Railway
Budget.

First of all, I would like to congratulate the Railway Minister for giving a balanced and very realistic Budget and that too, without increasing the
freight. Now, all the pending projects, which were announced by the previous UPA Government during its tenure of ten years, are getting completed.

I represent Bangalore Central parliamentary constituency. Bangalore has got more than a crore of population. The interesting point is that Bangalore
has more than 50 lakh vehicles also. It is the IT capital of India. It is becoming difficult for the people to move from one place to another. People
take hours to move in and around the city. The road transport system is fully saturated. So, it is our duty to ease the traffic-related difficulties and to
help the people of Bangalore to ease their daily travelling experience.

I thank the Railway Minister and am very grateful to him for announcing the suburban train which was a long pending demand of citizens of
Bangalore. It had been pending for years. I am thankful to the hon. Minister for announcing suburban trains to Bangalore. Lakhs of peaple living in
and around Bangalore come to the city for work, for education and for many other things. As I told earlier, in the IT hubs in White Fields, lakhs of
people from villages also come to work and to earn their livelihood.

Suburban railway system has many advantages. It can carry a large number of people on the existing railway infrastructure. So, not much of
new investment is needed. It can provide cheaper transport to the poor people who work hard for their daily living. For metro, in fact, we had to
invest thousands of crores, which we are already doing.

I propose that the most innovative way to introduce suburban train system in Bengaluru is to complete the Coaching Depot that is proposed to



be constructed at Byappanahalli. Already, land is there and there is no requirement for any land acquisition for it. The plan is also ready. So, I
request the Ministry to immediately take up the work in a time-bound manner and finish it early so that pressure on the City Railway Station and
Yeshwantpur will ease down.

If you see the rail map and the movement of trains, you can see that trains from various directions criss-cross at Byappanahalli. Now, if we
build a Coaching Depot at Byappanahalli and terminate long-distance trains at Byappanhalli, then we will be able to free-up a lot of path and reduce
congestion at Bengaluru and Yeshwantpur Railway Stations. It is estimated that 100 trains can be terminated and dealt at Byappanahalli Coaching
Depot when it is built. This free path can be used to run suburban trains to places in and around Bengaluru.

We require suburban trains in peak hours between 6 am to 10 am and 6 pm to 10 pm. Most of the long-distance trains are also coming during
peak hours. Hence, I request the Ministry to take up the Byappanahalli project in a time-bound manner so that pressure on City Railway Station and
Yaswantapur will be less.

As we all know that almost 200 trains arrive and depart at the City Railway Station, and more than 1.5 lakh people also use the Railway
Station. So, I request the Railway Ministry to take up the matter with the State Government to create an SPV for the suburban train like the one that
is created in Mumbai (MRVCL) and the funds also can come for it. Actually, the urban transport system is a State subject, but as the population is
growing, the Railways have to cooperate. In the SPV model, the Karnataka Government also gives money. It should provide funds to procure rolling
stocks like coaches and DEMU trains should be bought and start running the suburban trains,

Automatic signaling from Whitefield to Bengaluru City Station also must be installed and a suburban service started immediately. Last year
also in the Railway Budget the Minister announced, and I contributed Rs. 1 crore from my MP Fund. Ultimately, I have taken up the full station. Its
cost came to Rs. 1.76 crore. My request to the Railway Minister is that they should talk to the State Government and start suburban trains
immediately. Even if any more amount out of the MP Funds of mine is required further, I am ready to give it, but I request the Minister to start the
suburban trains immediately. Thank you, Sir.

\

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Hon. Members, the extended time for this discussion is over. I have a long list of speakers who wish to speak on the Railway
Budget. If the House agrees, then the time for the discussion may be extended by one more hour.

SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS : Yes, Sir.

THE MINISTER OF URBAN DEVELOPMENT, MINISTER OF HOUSING AND URBAN POVERTY ALLEVIATION AND MINISTER OF PARLIAMENTARY
AFFAIRS (SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU): Hon. Chairman, Sir, I am thankful that you have extended the House and Members have agreed. I would like

to remind the Members, including Mr. Venugopal and others, that we have a total of 21.50 hours before 16 ' and in that 12 hours will go to Budget
and we have four Bills also. You have allotted 3 hours and 2 hours like that for those Bills, and then some other issues also. Keeping all these things
in mind, firstly, we have to complete the Railway Budget discussion today and reply tomorrow, and then take the General Budget. So, tomorrow and
day-after tomorrow also you must be ready to sit a little late. This is my suggestion to all.

SHRI K.C. VENUGOPAL (ALAPPUZHA): At least allow some important issues to be raised during the 'Zero Hour'.
SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU : Yes, every day you are having it.
SHRI K.C. VENUGOPAL : Let us have 2-3 important issues.

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU : All right.

20.00 hours
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SHRI PRASANNA KUMAR PATASANI (BHUBANESWAR): Hon. Chairman, today is a great day for me that I could greet Hon. Venkaiahji for his
announcement that Bhubaneswar is the first capital of the country — we have been requesting for this and you have honoured us — to be the first



smart city of the country.

Therefore, I would like to tell you that we are also grateful to Shri Suresh Prabhuji and Shri Manoj Sinhaji. You have very good Ministers. I request
you that the way you have declared Bhubaneswar as Smart City, you can declare Puri and Bhubaneswar as the world class station for our people and
for our State. Your predecessors, the last Governments also announced but failed to do it. My hon. Chief Minister also requested you and our
delegation met the hon. Minister Prabhuji when Shri Manoj Sinha was there. We had also requested that the word 'commitment’ is the key to all
success. We had demanded Rs 5,000 crore and according to your commitment, you have allotted Rs 4,862 crore. You have committed and done the
needful for the first time in the history of Railway Budget.

For your kind information, Odisha has been highly neglected since the time of Independence till today. For the first time, hon. Minister,
according to the demands of our Chief Minister Shri Patnaik, all the MPs and also the delegation headed by the hon. Speaker of Qdisha. I was also in
the delegation. I am grateful to you. I have nothing to comment. The only thing that I can request you is that for Smart City, we need Metro or Mono
Rail to run from Cuttack to Bhubaneswar, from Bhubaneswar to Khurdha, which is the cultural and historical Capital, from Khordha to Puri and
Konark via Jatni. By that, we can promote the world class tourism. By that, we can promote the economy. There are three world heritage sites in
Odisha, nowhere else in the globe. One is the biggest temple of the globe that is Shri Mandir at Puri, another is the Lingaraj Mandir, the greatest
Shiva temple and the third is Konark. Within a radius of 60 kilometres, there are three world heritage sites. With this Metro or Mono Rail, not only
our State would be developed, but it will also help in promoting the economic condition of the country. We are talking about Vibrant India and Digital
India. So, we should make it.

Then my last request that I would make to Shri Venkaiah Naidu is that you and the hon. Prime Minister Modiji started your election campaign from
Puri. Because of the blessings of Lord Jagannath, you people could come to power. The hon. Prime Minister has already announced a bullet train. I
appreciate that you have already declared a bullet train from Ahmedabad to Mumbai which would take hardly one hour That is Prime Minister's
State and I appreciate that. But a bullet train should have been run from Delhi to South India. So, when you started your election campaign to
honour the people of Odisha and also got the blessing of Lord Jagannath, I request that you should start the bullet train from Bhubaneswar to Delhi.
Our State has demanded and nobody is hearing it.

For the first time, you are sanctioning about R. 50,000 crore. Therefore bullet train is not a very big thing and I am very hopeful about it.

Dr. Kulamani Samal, my hon. Colleague has demanded that the train which runs from Puri and goes up to Paradip should have been named after the
renowned poet Sarala Devi to promote the culture and language of Odisha. It should be called the Sarala Devi Superfast Train.

Another request is that in one place, Bhushandpur which is the biggest village of the State the platforms should be according to the needs of the
people. I think, to promote it, you can sanction good money.

I am also grateful that you have already sanctioned my request to Sitaram Kesari Chhaka. The money has already been allotted but the work has not
yet started. Kindly start it. Kindly start the work on Khurda-Bolangir line also which is the only line from west to east in Odisha. It should have been
started on a war footing. Our Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik has sanctioned 50 per cent out of our State Exchequer and has also given free land.
This is the only railway line that is linking the State from west to east through adivasi, downtrodden and poor people's areas. It goes through KBK. It
should have been started on a war footing.

Another part you can examine is that it is not being executed properly and therefore money is also returned. This time, whatever money has been
sanctioned must be utilised. It should be executed in time. So, you do it in time.

3 e asg amu el @), 3 aen senfyor asen, Ug ¥ B weaz @Y g s ordf 3B, Ve aseas fra 9 ordf & Nowhere in the world exists a more richer
culture than that of Odisha, Respect our culture and then only you will flourish,
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HON. CHAIRPERSON: Now nothing would go on record.
...(Interruptions) 3€; +

*xSHRI JHINA HIKAKA (KORAPUT): I express my views on Railway Budget 2016-17. It is interesting to note that this time Railway Budget has been
based upon the intension to modernize the system. It is a passenger friendly budget focusing upon the installation of mobile charging facility at all
stations, wi-fi connections, baby food in trains, bar coded tickets, vacuum bio-toilet, built-in dustbins, Deen Dayal Coaches, GPS based digital display,
24 hours helpline number, etc.

I am thankful to the Minister of Railways, Shri Suresh Prabhu that in this budget, there is provision for doubling and electrification of the route from
Singapore road to Koraput and from Koraput to Jagdalpur in Odisha. This route will be immensely helpful for the people of the Southern Qdisha,
especially to the tribal people. It is a matter of pleasure that the new Rail lines like Jayapur to Malkanagiri and from Jayapur to Nabarangpur in
Qdisha have been sanctioned. We hope the Government would take steps to expedite the construction for laying the same rail lines to meet the
aspirations of the people of my region.

However, I would also draw the attention of Railway Minister towards the following demands of the people of my region: to introduce a second
passenger train to run from Koraput to Bhubaneswar; to introduce a link express from Koraput to New Delhi; to initiate the laying up of new rail line
from Thiruwali to Gnupur in Odisha; to lay a new rail line from Rayagada to Gopalpur; to shift the rail station from market side to the town side at
Maniguda Rail Station in Koraput region of Odisha; and to declare Rayagada as a new Railway division.

I am also of the view that along with the modern facilities, the security for passengers including women should be given importance. The food being
served in the trains should also be in the standard parallel to the proposed modernization of Railways.

However, I wholeheartedly support the budget and urge upon the Minister to take action to spread rail transportation facilities in the undeveloped as
well as in tribal areas to bring the people to mainstream society.



PROF. A.S.R. NAIK (MAHABUBABAD): Sir, I thank you for giving me this opportunity to express my views on the Railway Budget presented in this
august House by our hon. Minister of Railways. Before expressing the views on the Budget, I convey my heart-felt greetings to all the women
colleagues on the occasion of the International Women's Day.

Our Party is already in favour of the budget and we appreciate the new innovations and more facilities which have been provided to passengers. It is
a welcome thing. In my Constituency which is in Telangana, there is reservation for the upliftment of SC/ST on the basis of their predominant
population and their socio-economic conditions. Nearly 134 parliamentary constituencies are reserved for SCs/STs but there is no special provision or
privilege in the General Budget or the Railway Budget or in MPLAD for their over all development. So, I do not know how they are going to reach
their expectations. They are suffering since long.

My constituency is a reserved constituency for tribal where seven Assembly segments are there. Out of seven, six are reserved for the tribals. There
are a few demands and requests from the tribals. Already my constituency is a disturbed constituency. The adivasis are facing many problems in my
constituency. But their minimum demands have not been considered by the Railway Minister. For the last two years, I am trying for that. I have
approached him personally also.

The first demand is for a new line. It was sanctioned in the year 2013-14. It is a new Railway line from Manuguru to Ramagundam which covers 180
villages in four districts. It is called a coal corridor. There is Medaram festival which is a tribal's festival celebrated in Yettu Nagaram but there are no
facilities. Nearly 4000 buses are run for this. So the line which was proposed for tribal constituency should be given.

The second line is from Bhadrachalam to Kovwuru. Nearly 100 kilometres distance will be reduced if this line is constructed from Secundarabad to
Vizag. It is a very convenient railway line. Another request is for a new line from Pandurangapur to Sarapaka, Bhadrachalam which is a pilgrim
centre. Sitaram Swamy Devalaya is there and it is visited by millions of people every year Late Sri Bangaru Laxman the then Minister laid a
foundation stone for this line. I would request the Minister to consider this issue. It is a question of only 13 kilometres. The foundation stone was laid
by late Sri Bangaru Laxman, the then State Minister. But still it is pending.

Then I would request you to re-introduce a passenger train in between Dornakal and Yellendu. The coal mines are there and they require goods
trains. But the Railways is unable to re-start this train.

Sir, my another request is that in the State Re-Organisation Bill it was mentioned that a Railway Coach Factory would be commissioned in Kazipet.
That project is still pending. I would like to request the hon. Railway Minister to kindly to give preference to this project. If the Government fulfils its
commitment, then only they can expect something from the people. Thank you.
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#dlee, aeiifes Yerdt @t wad &, Railways are the lifeline of the country. But in the last few years it was known as the political line. @mft 325 grer Rectt
St 3ol O ferm @d ar Wit Blnoa @ &, 50 are @2 Son, or-erd diuvns @2 Jotry A Sl ard off, Jorhl s asic 3 aluvn of @ they believe in action.
They believe in work. siifere war sien & @5 ai dicrer B s oidl &, 3/ Pl dictoll 93 89N, GHRI DI dIcl) SARTE 3 Yor: o8 vep @R 2 3 &gl A Uowarg Jar
&) qftc 3o aga oA §, sAfew 7 53 Ald W el mron agen R andel Sit et 91 Rpen &, 339 acd A dwe af¥s ameil¥a aw Right from infants to senior
citizens aw@ sit Ffems &t &, Afdeme & e it Jems &t & sfie 212 el @ wnot 3 xR el @i 2016-17 @1 @uic @olRn &, 96 agd &l 9IoicR dalc &) aeiiis 3me sncet
O T2 aifaw, ag snst 3 4o ot Ap-Ferdt wra ficl, seis fiter ome, fewe b waTen 8t o, 3 Jigaft & A Frme ars & i A A Fioems amuet <t F

MANG, A IR A AUD! P IS Soll AN, D arebl 531 asic 3 gz et usll & Rigrer iRl of aga o ard @t & 1 just want to give some suggestions.
The first thing is about decentralisation of power. smuct &s3 wize @ diogensst @2 e &, Afver vw disr @t dcensst sz w3 fp a1 A Ferlst @I ol #AEen
&, fiasel & Siter, ve cftee sorza feor I ais2 ot vw & e 3 Tor aa @ 8, vw @ sera doer I 3is2 ag ot &l dl 33! Yol wal aen Why is he sending the
file to the Railway Board? Why should it not be decided at the level of the General Manager? amat 3121 v @12 A ¥erd s29rer ¥ foru aicft srdiaer @) aiga w2
gsenn & 3z off Aoiter Rroar waa @Y g e & d) ufdar A was-aY Femer A fem st fven ) But that is a long process, amuat waar a5 arasis oft the file has
come to the Railway Board but it has not been decided, #icft srlcar awi sitsig &, 21 fordgor & fas gouenr within the Zone, within the range of the General
Manager, even it may be of Express Trains szt semsr a 321t daer uz foreemzun won aifée) These files should not be sent to the Railway Board.
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a1 e urge g & R Yoy B qrud uv asnbt aifrasmor & anuer aeft aia A gt wdioe Sl Swur @ orasmlol @t wiar et &, freer aifrazaor &, ama 368 seard i 3u
Qruet a1 Argueet Rsen sney arrera 9 @I A iffragior w2 ardl el A A5 ac 1 &, A wrsn § [ sreldloc ag MA B 53 A sifw Rven sme, Redien sife Rer sme
ag aft e G srasen &) $91 U2 3mg v wadt dorras? forolfer @53

adtesr, 311 s2oiar u anuor MAd Faiy ez e w1 yau Reen & Why do you not do it for all the 408 stations? iy waer afiz v deerdt 5 Al 329iv @ 51
Fseardl 3t emenr e, 3ot ITY 300 A $ e A wrazen w3 @@iifs 311 sfiv 408§ serer widbs a1l 3 arbl orel WA e Fu A AN {5 FAY Ast g3 e azl ordl
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I am now coming to the problems of my own constituency, Nagaur. sre31 uacl af snua) aoerds @1 e don agen 5 diop-oryge seal¥id ot o
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HON. CHAIRPERSON: Please conclude. I have a long list of Members who want to speak.

SHRI C.R. CHAUDHARY: Sir, please allow me to speak for two minutes. I have been waiting for this opportunity to speak on the Railway Budget for
the last four to five days. getar 3t s eres St fsen, 335 o oft ewemre; Jad as1 & R Roope udaer & dea 3 ol Yol arser snual Bferr & 3, 3ud Re gy
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HON. CHAIRPERSON: Nothing is going on record.
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Sporarsit wr asre 2z &) et wft orelt aaer B o arwa warrg oft 3egiar B 8 F sort aurd e &) Afdver amar arer 3ot A Reafer sooft e & R asi vz yfder B
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3, 50 a1 ) MU SN arfdy)... (o)

HON. CHAIRPERSON : Hon. Member, please address the Chair.
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HON. CHAIRPERSON: Nothing is going on record.

...(Interruptions)3€; *

off aog; gaoter sheft (Rrdisarg) : sdioa, smuat 312t so1 sscayuf fwer u drerot @1 s e, sa fére & snuet gowarg e &), (e g b agredt gerar sl
angaofler oiveq ol Sft & oreea 3 angavfler 2ver gy Sft afi wellst Rrear wga o Sl SielgR 3l omeleR asie Yo fRpar &, 3urmr & awrelar wear & e wst gan
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HON. CHAIRPERSON: The time is already over.
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@121 o frddisers 2iudtr 81 &, a v &t 81 3 an e, vws & Shar ofir was Stameum siffdser agf & sme aifds st JereRna @1 Jemer asf &1 21| F arsar & R Isslar A
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*SHRI RAMESHWAR TELI (DIBRUGARH): The Railway Budget, 2016 presented by the Hon'ble Railway Minister Shri Suresh Prabhuji is a welcome
step on the part of the Government for the Country in general and the North-East in particular. I thank the Hon'ble Railway Minister for increasing
the allocation of the North-East Frontier Railway (NFR) to Rs. 40,000 crore from Rs. 35,065 crore. The announcement made by the Railway Minister
in his budget speech that better connectivity to the north eastern states is of utmost importance for the railways really deserved kudos.

I would like to request the Hon'ble Railway Minister to initiate appropriate action for electrification of railway lines which has been long pending
demand of the people of Assam.

I would like to request the Hon'ble Railway Minister to re-open the Bogapani Railway station in Tinsukia district of Assam which had been closed
several years back. The re-opening of the railway station at Bogapani will go a long way in helping the railway commuters who are in great distress
due to the sudden closure of the station.

To conclude, I once again congratulate the Railway Minister for presenting a pragmatic, dynamic and a people friendly budget.
Thank you.
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HON. CHAIRPERSON: Hon. Members, I have a long list of speakers. If the House agrees, the time for the discussion may be extended by one more
hour.

SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS: Yes.
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SHRIMATI K. MARAGATHAM (KANCHEEPURAM): Hon. Chairperson, I express my sincere thanks to our beloved leader, the hon. Chief Minister,
Puratchi Thalaivi Amma, for giving me an opportunity to speak on the discussion on the Railway Budget 2016-17.

In his Budget Speech, the hon. Railway Minster said: "These are challenging times, may be one of the toughest." Indeed, it is truly a very
challenging task for the Railway Minister to cater to the needs of different cross sections of society, length and breadth of the country.

Sir, the hon. Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, Puratchi Thalaivi Amma stated that this Budget belied the sense of expectation nursed by many
segments of the population with no new trains and no new railway lines. It was also surprising that no specific projects were announced including
several projects in Tamil Nadu.

I take this opportunity to furnish in this august House, the demands concemning railways of the people of Tamil Nadu, particularly my
Kancheepuram Constituency for consideration and speedy implementation.



There is a need to speed up the construction of a subway at Level Crossing No. 45 between Thirukalukundram and Chengalpattu as the work
is progressing very slow.

I would request for early completion of rain water channel at Level Crossing No. LC-54, Chengalpattu-Thirukalukundram Railway Crossing.

Similarly, I would also request for provision of an escalator facility in Chengalpattu Railway Station as many foreign tourists and aged people
board trains from this station.

Sir, there is a need to set up a Railway Reservation Centre at Siruseri and Maduranthakam in Kancheepuram.
I demand for stoppage of Trains No. 16101/Rameshwaram Express and 16713/Rameshwaram Express at Maduranthakam Railway Station.

Train No. 40801/40802, Chennai Beach-Kancheepuram EMU does not stop at Nathapettai, Old Seevaram, Villiambakkam and Reddipalayam. I
would request the hon. Minister to please see the stoppage is given at these stations.

I would request for sanction of the Mahabalipuram to Puducherry and Guduvanchery to Avadi via Sriperumbudur and Irungattukottai Railway
route. This project was conceived way back in 2008.

Sir, construction of Rail Over Bridge at Othivakkam is still pending even after Rs. 7 crore were sanctioned. This is a very important place
where an ROB is necessary to avoid traffic jams. I would, therefore, request the hon. Railway Minister to expedite this project.

Sir, in the end, I would urge upon the hon. Railway Minister to take necessary steps to expedite these long pending railway demands of the
people of my Constituency Kancheepuram.

With these words, I conclude. Thank you.
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PROF. RICHARD HAY (NOMINATED): Hon. Chairman, Sir, I thank you very much for giving me this opportunity. I heartily compliment the hon.
Minister of Railways for presenting a very pragmatic and innovative Budget, which focuses on all round development of the Indian Railways.

Everyone must appreciate this mammoth organisation, which is the 4" largest railways in the world catering to 1.25 billion people, the largest
employer in the world, is taking up more challenging task on a time bound basis.

I would like to specially request the hon. Minister of Railways to ensure that the proposed long distance trains pass through my State Kerala, which
is an end destination and as many Keralites work in different parts of the country. Similarly, I request the hon. Minister very humbly to extend the
Delhi-Chennai Dedicated Freight Corridor to Kerala too so that our State also gets the benefit of this flagship project.

I would also bring to the attention of the hon. Minister a very important matter regarding the Tellicherry-Mysuru railway project. The Tellicherry-
Mysuru railway is equally important for Karnataka and Kerala since this is the shortest route between Mangaluru and Bengaluru via Mysuru. The
actual distance from Tellicherry to Mysuru is 145 kilometres. Through this rail line, passengers can save at least four hours in their journey time
making this the preferred route between Mangaluru and Bengaluru via Mysuru. This railway line will help in the faster growth of Malabar area of
Kerala and the coastal districts of Karnataka especially the Mangaluru region.

During the time of the Maharaja Wodeyar of Mysuru in 1910, the English East India Company started the survey in this regard, which was left
incomplete because of the World War. In 1955, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru sent Lal Bahadur Shastri to Tellicherry to personally study the ground reality.
During his visit in 1956, Shastri ji had given assurances to the local people that the project would be

implemented without delay. The survey was restarted the same year in 1956. But it was discontinued halfway due to the unexpected resignation of
Mr. Shastri ji. The survey conducted by the Railways during 2006 was not factual. Therefore, I humbly request the hon. Minister of Railways to
conduct an independent re-survey under supervision of a man of repute for unwavering ethical standards like Mr. E. Sreedharan. Thank you.
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SHRI RABINDRA KUMAR JENA (BALASORE): Mr. Chairman, Sir, thank you so much for this opportunity to speak.

At the outset, I must congratulate and thank the hon. Minister of Railways for virtually taking the Railways out of the ICU. The Railways was in an
Intensive Care Unit and he has taken enormous steps to see that the Railways is out of the ICU.

Mr. Chairman, Sir, the Railways have appointed so many Committees for making various recommendations, while no other department in the world
has made those many number of Committees. Invariably, most of the Committees have recommended that implementation is the key to success in
Railways.

If we look at what has happened, in 2005, there was announcement of a Dedicated Rail Freight Corridor. It took one year to appoint its Managing
Director in that Dedicated Rail Freight Corridor; and it took four more years to sack that Managing Director which means all most five years had
gone without doing much of a job. So, what was the result? The result was that Rs. 25,000 crore worth project has become Rs. 1,00,000 plus crore
project. That is how the Indian Railways have lost and the country has lost.

The good part in this Budget is that a lot of focus has been given to the implementation part. So, we must thank the Railway Minister for putting a
lot of focus on the implementation part.

Having said that, I will come to a couple of key issues which are of concern to us because we expected a lot more from Shri Suresh Prabhu Ji and his
team.

One of the biggest criteria for the operating ratio is that the operating ratio in the Budget was declared as 92 per cent, which is a key concern for us.
Added to this, if you look at the indefinite postponement of allocation to the Depreciation Reserve Fund, it makes the scenario more complicated.
Obviously, everybody is looking at a more better operating ratio for the Railways to make it more financially viable.

The second and the most important part is that I come from Balasore, which is in the northern part of Odisha, and we come under the South Eastern
Railway. Historically, post Independence, year after year, we have lost. We have been deprived of various developments that took place under the

South Eastern Railway. Since its Headquarters is in Kolkata, whether it is due to that reason or otherwise, we do not know. We sincerely urge upon
the Railway Minister to see that we are out of the South Eastern Railway and we are made a part of the East Coast Railway.

We would urge upon the Hon. Minister to name Balasore Railway Station in the name of Fakir Mohan Senapati, who was virtually the saviour of
QOdiya language. This is our sincere demand.

The last demand is to provide a passenger train service from Balasore to Nilgiri where already goods train is plying. It is @ meagre investment. The
earlier Railway Minister had already announced that it had been approved. But the fact is that it has not been approved. I myself have checked it. I
would urge upon the hon. Railway Minister to see that this particular project for a railway passenger connectivity from Balasore to Nilgiri which is a
tribal-dominated area, is done. Thank you very much.
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HON. CHAIRPERSON: Shri Ravindra Kumar Pandey.
..(Interruptions)
HON. CHAIRPERSON: Nothing will go on record.
...(Interruptions) 3€/ »
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HON. CHAIRPERSON: Hon. Members, 30 more Members want to speak on this. If the House agrees, we may extend the time of the House till 11
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SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS: Yes.
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SHRI M. MURLI MOHAN (RAJAHMUNDRY): Hon. Chairperson Sir, thank you very much for giving me this opportunity to participate in the discussion



on the Railway Budget. I express my sincere thanks for sanctioning East Coast dedicated freight corridor between Kharagpur and Vijaywada via
Visakhapatnam which covers a stretch of nearly 1100 kilometres under PPP mode which will augment infrastructure in a number of sectors and give
boost a port development in the East Coast, especially two out of three freight corridors under PPP mode would benefit our State of Andhra Pradesh.
Similarly, the North-South Corridor from Chennai to Delhi via Vijaywada would cater to most parts of Andhra Pradesh. In this context Shri
Chandrababu Naidu Garu, the hon. Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh has suggested for considering a DFC from Raipur to Visakhapatnam by inter-
linking it with the above two proposed DFCs.

We can have a Diamond Corridor which can play a very significant role in the development of coastal States. Andhra Pradesh can emerge as a
suitable logistic hub to promote trade relations between various States and countries so that it will serve the larger interests of Andhra Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh, and would also boost up the revenue generation.

However, I am very much disappointed for not considering the establishment of a separate Railway Zone at Visakhapatnam, even though an
assurance was made in the AP Reorganization Act, we are at a loss on this issue as to why such decision was not been taken so far even though the
NDA Government has come to power nearly two years ago. In this regard, Shri Chandrababu Naidu Garu, hon. Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh,
along with our Party MPs had met Shri Suresh Prabhu, many a time and requested him o sanction for creation of a new separate Railway Zone at
Visakhapatnam.

Establishment of a Railway University at Amaravati which is the new Capital city of Andhra Pradesh, modernisation of Visakhapatnam-
Rajahmahendravaram, Vijayawada Railway Station, along with other stations through PPP mode. However, they have been ignored in the Railway
Budget which really pains us a lot.

Another issue I want to bring to the kind attention of the hon. Railway Minister is that the existing Rail-cum-Road Bridge running across the
river Godavari-Rajahmundry is in a dilapidated condition. This is one of the oldest bridges of the country. There are wide cracks on the pillars and
has become very dangerous. Some parts of the bridge has already fallen resulting in the blockade of the road traffic.

In this context, I am to state that there is one more railway bridge situated on the river of Godavari which is having a single railway track
because of which the railway traffic at Rajahmahendravarm and other places is badly affected. In fact, there are a number of passengers and goods
trains passing on this route. Laying of second railway track on this railway bridge is the need of the hour.

I would like to put forth genuine demand of the public particularly from the coastal districts of Srikakulam, Vijayanagaram, Anakapalli, East
and West Godavari and all the districts of the State, for the introduction of Rajdhani Express from Amaravati, the new Capital to New Delhi via
Guntur, Vijayawada, Rajahmahendravaram, Visakhapatnam, Rayagada, Raipur and Nagpur.

Thank you, Sir.
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SHRI PRATAP SIMHA (MYSORE): Mr. Chairman, Sir, first of all, I thank you for giving me this rare opportunity. The reason why I am calling it a rare
opportunity is this. Now I do not have to face the rabble-rousing Opposition or you do not have to tell 'Please address the Chair'. So, it is a rare
opportunity and I thank you for giving me the rare opportunity. I cannot see any Member of the Congress Party sitting in the House. Now the people
of India can judge who is intolerant.

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Come to the subject, please.

SHRI PRATAP SIMHA: Okay, Sir. I congratulate the hon. Railway Minister and his able deputy, Mr. Manoj Sinha ji for presenting a wonderful Budget
which can change the face of the Indian Railways. I also thank the Railway Ministry for allocating Rs. 2,779 crore for the overall development of
Karnataka Railways which is three times bigger than what UPA used to allot us. So I congratulate the Railway Ministry once again.

I represent Mysore and Coorg. Let me tell you a few things about my constituency. For the last two years, we have been honoured with the cleanest
city in India. We have got the most beautiful palace and we have got the third largest zoo in Asia and the oldest zoo in India. We have got three
national parks and the same number of dams. We have got the Brindavan Garden; we have got the world famous Dasara. You are well aware, I also
represent the place where Cauvery takes its birth.

The reason why I am telling all these things is this. As the former Prime Minister of India, Devegowda ji rightly said, railway double tracking between
Bangalore and Mysore was first proposed two decades back. It has been over a decade since the work was started. It is yet to be completed. It is a
long-pending and ongoing process. I request the Railway Minister and his deputy, Manoj Sinha ji, who is well aware of the condition of the traffic
between Mysore and Bangalore, to give some kind of stern warning to the Railway officials to speed up the process and complete the double
tracking.

There is one more issue. The Tipu's armoury is a stumbling block to complete the double tracking. For the last two years, we are hearing the same
response from the Railway officials that they calling the tender and it is under the process. We are yet to see any good news from the Railway
Ministry.

There is a State highway between Mysore and Bangalore. The congestion there is so high, the pressure on the road is so high that we could see at
least half-a-dozen accidents every day. So, I would request the Railway Ministry to speed up the double tracking. It will help the people of Mysore as
well as Coorg.

Sir, there is one more issue. We do not have any train between Mysore and Bangalore running between 3.30 p.m. and 6.15 p.m. We have a
Chamundi passenger train departing at 6.15 p.m. It is highly congested. You simply cannot travel in that train. So I would request the Railway
Minister to run one more train at 5.15 p.m. just to decongest the Chamundi passenger train.

I also represent Coorg. As you are very well aware, Coorg is the place where Cauvery takes her birth. In Karnataka, Coorg is the only district which
does not have railway connectivity. It is a long pending demand. Every MP has demanded it for the last 30 years. Finally, thanks to the Railway
Ministers, Prabhu ji and Manoj Sinha ji. They have understood our problems and given a green signal to the Mysore-Kushalnagar Railway Project. I
request him to help us in realising our dream as soon as possible.

Finally, the Urban Development Ministry, under the able leadership of Venkaiah Naidu ji, conducts 'Cleanest City Competition' every year. We have
been honoured with that 'Clean City' title for the last two years. I would like to suggest the Railway Minister for conducting the similar kind of
competitions among the railway stations. There will be a healthy competition between the DRMs. It will also give some kind of encouragement to
the Railway officers.

Thank you, Sir, for giving me this opportunity.
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DR. K.C. PATEL (VALSAD): Sir, with the blessings of hon, Prime Minister, Narendra Modi Ji, my rajya gury, late my mother and father, my family and
my wife, this is the first time I am speaking in this august House. I am very much thankful to you. I am coming from Gujarat. # srRiT & 321 81 3 3
g o1al asiler Mol Gans &t seaafar &) s =wi 100 e uscl w2t cier sme &) si=1 &g ¥ & sisi snfeardt 2remsi of smend! &t crs1s 3 aga Aseion &= e oie sier
&5 2rom ot el oft Jreron frer za1 &) Aor A fpaft oft Baciac 3t arewon ordl e & safere sier & snfearett 2rsm wi ctren Brerar &) widla B wifer erer spfeen Sit dler 23 &
for anfesanf3red O ferw aga @ fven & Forwl s doi araan g v 32 sier gon 1003k ¢rsaer ysn 8, 10030 sercht diucierot 3, wisjer A cilell of 60 2iret 4 @8 geon fven o
3oator amft aw Yeendt orgl 3xm 3, 60 Arer aw 3ot Yo1 angt 3 down oft aid 3

HON. CHAIRPERSON : Please speak on the Railway Budgeta€"Demands for Grants.

stap.fuea (aoars) & ya aid 2 yefor @ § e Recfiaer 6 o Yo arsar @ 3765 wdls v @1 211 gan 3, Riccfieiar 3 @eis, dend 3 s, asar 3 AT
i onfdtes @t oits e ome; wd A yrefon 3 3wemA A acRms dw Yo e w3 Vapi is the largest industrial area in Asia. ardt @t it sora 8, @dtach, Ipa
3ty ardl ardt 3 spprRIa 2@ Sit s aw andt 8, 3w adt aw vads fer oy adt 3 ot 3etewfer &, ot dididioer B anferas off aefia ard weiw 3, sogion didid dr w2
&l wiewnt dar @6 B fom Y@ ot vafide B &) sardt St spra adlar 8, a=iifs andt 3 gfermer 23tedt garar aiie Sl ali Brewarn g6 Jfiz oPr &3t aerdt 2, & & Ya
aicfl Sft 31 grefen asven aredn g 5 speri adiel asl aw vaeds &1 SR 3 e 3 diws oifer w1 Yol & S iz andt 3 g Juewie, ddee vaeta, srla Ju
I IRl vaerler @1 Femer & SRy SRs Are-2me Jswerstt Sor wr oft andt 3 Jersr féen SIRY, ww At yelon 2 aerens AR BRTae Wi &) gsl aigr I urettaren St
ant suelt 8, st Femsr f&en oY) acens 3 vw ael & ot aor A 3 asi ¥oR wieoft 3, safere 33 ael @t QY aeifer women SR, w1E A yelon F) towre,

SHRI RAJIV PRATAP RUDY: It was hon. Member's maiden speech. Hon. Chair may make an observation.
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3Muefl arer AT DI §) UGREIG |

23.00 hours

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Hon. Members, if the House agrees, I may extend the time of the House till 11.30 pm.
SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS : Yes, Sir.

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Okay.

SHRI RAJIV PRATAP RUDY: Sir, how many speakers are there in the list?

HON. CHAIRPERSON: There are five Members.

SHRI RAJIV PRATAP RUDY : There is no harm to take up the ' Zero Hour' also today. If the time permits we can take the ' Zero Hour' also. I am
saying this because there are so many Members present and they want to participate in the ' Zero Hour".

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Yes, the time is extended for both.

The next speaker is Shri Vishnu Dayal Ram.
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HON. CHAIRPERSON: Nothing more will go on record. Now the House shall take up Zero Hour,
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SHRI RAJIV PRATAP RUDY : Hon. Chairman, I must thank you in person that you have stayed back for so long to take up the Zero Hour as well.

Sir, there is a small reference which I would like to make. The Prime Minister is visiting Bihar on the 12t", Many projects have been taken up in
Bihar earlier also. There have been several Ministers of Railways from the State of Bihar. But in particular schemes which have been pending for long
have been taken up this time. For example, Maroda is in my Constituency where the Prime Minister has sanctioned a diesel locomotive factory for

Rs. 20,000 crore. That way Bihar has been rewarded with and given a lot of investments this time. The Prime Minister is going there on the 12t and
the hon. Railway Minister is there and hon. Minister of State for Railways Mr. Manoj Singh is there, and he is inaugurating a project which meets the

long time demand of connecting Patna to North Bihar through a railway bridge near Patna which is between Sonpur and Patna. So, on 12th the Prime
Minister, the Railway Minister and all the Ministers from Bihar are going there. I, therefore, would like to congratulate the Government for this. He is
also inaugurating the Munger Bridge, new bridge in Mokama which has been a long pending demand of the State Government. These are important
schemes. So, the package which was announced for Bihar, the promise which was made, though we did not form a government there, the Prime
Minister is going whole hog to see that it is fulfilled.
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