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Title: Need to take more steps to stop the fire from spreading from the forest of Uttarakhand.

PROF. SAUGATA ROY (DUM DUM): Hon. Speaker Madam, I have given notice for Adjournment Motion and Call Attention Motion on a very bad
ecological disaster that is happening in Uttarakhand. As you know, there is no elected Government in Uttarakhand now for reasons best known to
BJP and Congress. But Uttarakhand forest fires are raging in large parts of area. Dehradun, Nainital, Chamoli, Tehri are the districts which are
affected. Eight people have already died in the forest fires and now I am told that the fire is spreading to parts of Himachal Pradesh and also to
parts of Jammu. The danger is that in this fire already 3,000 hectares of forests in Corbett National Park have been destroyed. The Rajaji National
Park is also in danger as a result of which every animal from butterflies to lizards and reptiles are dying in this forest fire.

The Central Government has deployed the NDRF, the Army and also the Air Force for helicopters to douse the fire. But in many places, the
smoke is so dense that the helicopters cannot fly. Though they are lifting water from Tehri dam and also from Bhimtal lake in Nainital, sometimes
they are not being able to go to the fires.

1 met somebody who came from Nainital yesterday. He said that NDRF people are just standing there while a fire is raging in front. I am told
that the Minister of Home Affairs held a meeting with the Chief Secretary of Uttarakhand yesterday and they are taking some steps. I feel that
though 6,000 people are deployed by the Central Government, more efforts need to be made before irreparable damage is done to our forest cover
and to our flora and fauna.

HON. SPEAKER: Shri Rajeev Satav and Shri Jagdambika Pal are permitted to associate with the issue raised by Prof. Saugata Roy.
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