an=

Title: Further discussion on the Budget (Railway) 2016-17, and Demands for Grants on Accounts Nos 1 to 16 in respect of Budget (Railways), 2016-
17 and Demands for Supplementary Grants (Railways), 2015-16 (Discussion concluded).

HON. SPEAKER: Item Nos.12 to 14 to be taken up together. Those Members who want to lay their speeches can lay them on the Table.
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*DR. A. SAMPATH (ATINGAL): The Railway Budget of 2016-17 intends for the rapid privatization without any sanctity which a Budget should have.
It does not have any respect to the declarations already made in The Union Budgets of the preceding Railway Ministers. The concept of extra
budgetary resources is mirage. Many of the proposals do not have necessary capital outlays. Hence I express my strong reservations on this year's
Railway Budget.

A promise was made in the 2010-11 Union Railway Budget to start a Railway Medical College in Thiruvananthapuram. I have drawn the attention of
all the former Union Railway Ministers, General Managers, Southern Railway, Chennai and Divisional Railway Managers, Southern Railway,
Thiruvananthapuram about the availability of Railway land in Kadakkavur and also in Nemom (Thiruvananthapuram district) of my Attingal
Parliamentary Constituency. But in subsequent Budgets no amount has been earmarked for this Railway Medical College. An announcement was
made in the Union Railway Budget 2011-12 about starting of a Coaching Yard at Nemom in Thiruvananthapuram District. Though enough land is
available, the same has not found a place in this year's Railway Budget. This has to be started without any delay.

A goods Shed was functioning at Kochuveli (Thiruvananthapuram district) which was disbanded to accommodate passenger terminal. Enough land is
available at Kadakkavur which could accommodate a new Goods Shed. The added advantage of Kadakkavur is that it connects the National Highway
and State Highways of the southern districts. Or else, the disbanded good shed at Kochuveli should be restarted. Starting of a Mineral Water Bottling
plant is a promise made in Union Railway Budget long ago. Though I have repeatedly invited the attention of the Hon'ble Union Railway Ministers in
this regard, I am extremely sorry to state that no attention has been paid to this matter so far, by any one. Enough water and land is available at
Kadakkavur (Thiruvananthapuram district) which was once a water filling station for steam engines. Another place suitable for Mineral Water
Bottling Plant is Akathumuri (near Varkala Sivagiri Railway Station in Thiruvananthapuram district).

Bogies attached in trains running to and from Kerala are found to be outdated and in bad conditions. Frequently the toilets go without water. Hence,
bogies may be cleaned and enough water provided throughout their journeys. Safe journey is the right of a passenger. Day to day works, including
Passenger Reservation System gets affected for want of a staff at various Railway Stations. Adequate staff should be provided. More PRS centres
should be allowed at Kilimanoor and at Peringammala in my constituency. Malabar area feels most neglected in this Budget.

Though a new building is ready to function as Reservation cum Booking office at Varkala in my constituency, the basement floor is kept idle for the



last two years. It actually results in revenue loss to Railways. Shop can be started in this space. At present, many Refreshment stalls in Railway
Stations are not properly maintained and enough care is not given for cleanliness. Hence, the catering needs in some of the Railway Stations may
please be handed over to Kudumba Shree Units, run by Women's Self Help Groups. This will bring good change in serving food and behavior. The lady
passengers and commuters will also feel safe in the presence of these elderly women.

Foot Owver-Bridges are to be provided at Nemom, Murukkumpuzha and Kaniyapuram Railway Stations (all in Thiruvananthapuram district). At
present, the public is crossing over the Railway track to reach the other end, which is not safe and admissible. The heights of the Platforms may be
increased to ensure the safety of the commuters. The roofs of the existing platforms may be extended to provide shelter to passengers during day
time and rainy seasons. Varkala, Kadakkawvur, Chirayinkeezhu, Murukkumpuzha and Kaniyapuram may be declared as Adarsh Railway Stations.

More than two million Keralites are working, outside the State. They have to perform the largest-distance journeys. Railway is the only connectivity.
But the trains are few. And hence the demand for more new trains. Thiruvananthapuram may be connected with Guwahati by a daily train. (via
Howrah) A new Bangalore to Nagarcoil Junction and another Hyderabad — Thiruvananthapuram daily train is required urgently for IT professional and
students. Increase in frequency of some trains should also be considered, viz-

(i) 2201/2202 LTT Kurla-Kochuveli Garib Rath: from Bi-weekly to Daily
(ii) H.Nizamuddin-Thiruvananthapuram Rajdhani Express should be a daily train.

The train numbers 2223/2224 LTT Kurla-Ernakulam Duronto from bi-weekly to daily and this shall be extended to Kochuveli and a stop may be
provided at Varkala. As the southernmost State and a large number of its population living and working in the north Indian States, adequate number
of Holiday Special trains should be provided to Kerala.

Varkala is a famous tourist centre and also houses the Sivagiri Pilgrimage Centre of the Samadhi Place of Sree Narayana Guru. Thousands of people
are thronging Varkala every day. Hence, it is absolutely necessary to allow stops to all Express and Superfast Trains at Varkala Sivagiri Railway
Station (i.e. between Thiruvananthapuram and Kollam Railway Stations). Or else, those trains which at present do not have a stoppage at Varkala
should be given a stoppage either at Kadakkavur or at Chirayinkeezhu or at Murukkumpuzha or at Kaniyapuram on alternate basis. The last two
stations are nearest to the CRPF Battalion Centre and the Technopark (which is the largest in Asia) and the newly emerging Technocity. It is also
nearest to the world famous Shantigiri Ashram.

Late Shri Varkala Radhakrishnan (Vetern MP and former Sepaker of Kerala Legislative Assembly) pressed for stoppage of Train Nos. 16349 & 16350
at Chirayinkeezhu, It was accepted by the Railways and displayed in their website also. But, later same has disappeared from the website of the
Railways. It is indeed a shocking matter. Providing stoppage to Train Nos. 16349 and 16350 at Chirayinkeezhu, will be highly beneficial to the ladies
and senior citizens also coming to the city during office hours. Chirayinkeezhu is the birth place of famous Cine Star Prem Nazir, whose 25t death
anniversary was in 2014.

All new trains starting from Kochuveli and Thiruvananthapuram Central which do not have a stoppage before it reaches Kollam junction should be
given stoppage Kadakkavur. All night trains to Thiruvananthapuram Central/Nagarcoil Junction side should be provided with at least two stoppages
south of Kollam, preferably Chirayinkeezhu/Nemom respectively.

Nemom Railway Station should be developed as Thiruvananthapuram South Station and the cleaning, coaching and minor overhauling can be done
for all trains leaving from Thiruvananthapuram Central.

Angamaly-Sabari route should be extended to Thiruvananthapuram district via Punalur-vamanapuram-Nedumangad-Aruvikkara-Kattakkada and this
can be connected to the new Vizhinjam sea port.

Kadakkavur should be declared as a Heritage Railway Station as it is one century old. Under the Hon'ble Prime Minister's SAGY Programme of
adopting villages, I have adopted Anjengo village in my Attingal Parliamentary Constituency. And Kadakkavur Railway Station is the nearest under
this adopted Anjengo village. This Railway station has enough land of Railways. Once it was a pride station of south, filling water for steam engines.
The huge well is still there. The existing building should be preserved. Hence, Kadakkavur may be made as Heritage Railway Station for the
betterment of the passengers and public.

Staff and Pantry catering assistants who know and speak Malayalam should be appointed more in the Kerala Bound trains. The food should be
hygienic. Tea-coffee without sugar should also be provided in the bogies.

All the existing vacancies should be filled up at the earliest. The safety of the passengers should not be compromised.

Regular meetings should be held with the MP's, MLA's and the District Collector concerned to sort out the issues.



*DR. K. KAMARAJ (KALLAKURICHI): Indian Railways is one of the prime movers of the Indian public and the economy. The Railway Minister
trying to address the problems faced by the Indian railways are decades of under investments, neglect of nearly Rs. 5 lakh pending Railway projects
which has resulted in heavy track congestions and consequently low freight speeds of about 25 km/h and 70 km/h for passengers trains. The end
results of the above are poor customers' service, accidents, uncompetitive tariffs and low internal services. Seventh Pay Commission
recommendations have also added woes to burden in the Railways.

The Railways share in freight and passenger traffic has declined to 36% and 19% in the year 2012 respectively from 62 and 28% in the year 1981.
The Railway Minister in the budget has emphasized on removing operational bottlenecks and consolidating infrastructure development to decongest
railways and thus speed up the logistics components of product cost, which are highest in the world. It is doubtful whether Indian Railways can
achieve the targeted increase in freight loading of almost 8% when the core sector is growing just at 1.9%.

I welcome the following budget announcements namely: Rail Auto Hub in Chennai, and North-South Dedicated Freight Corridor from Delhi to
Chennai, dedicated measures to improve passenger amenities including use of technology, issues related to safety of women, greater access to
differently-abled and senior citizens. I also welcome step that the Railways Minister has not increased freight rates and passengers fares.
Unfortunately, he has not made any attempts to reduce freight rates due low oil prices prevailing in the World and pass on the benefits to the
general public who are affected by constant increase in inflation for past several years. It is laudable effort that Railway Minister concentrated his
efforts on developing / quadrupling railway lines and electrifications of tracks to reduce cost.

In the Railway Budget, the Minister has spelt three point agenda for growth namely new revenues, new norms and creation of new structures,
a pillar of the present budget. It is simply unacceptable that Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) along with the State Governments for new projects and
augmentation of the capacity of existing projects, the terms of understanding are loaded in favor of Railways in the Memorandum Of Understanding
(MoU) discussed with the State Governments, in which 75% of equity and the entire land cost are contributed by the States, whereas all the
controls are in the hands of the Ministry of Railways. The Railway Minister must address concerns raised by the Tamil Nadu government in the MoU
for Special Purpose Vehicle for building projects.

The Railway budget has failed to meet the expectations of people of Tamil Nadu. It is surprising that no specific funds allocation were made
for the several projects in Tamil Nadu which are pending for several years as demanded by our Tamil Nadu Chief Minister, Hon'ble "AMMA",

I also request the Minister to allocate adequate funds for Chengalpattu to Tanjore new railway line via Thiruvannamalai and Kallakurichi which
was announced in the year 1956. The Railway Minister also must increase fund allocation for Chinnasalem to Kallakurichi new railway line project so
that project can be completed at the earliest. I demand the Railways Minister to allocate adequate funds for defunct railways stations at Eyyanur,
Sarvoy Pudur and Kattukottai which were removed when the Meter Gauge from Salem to Cuddallore was converted into Broad gauge. I also request
to Railway Minister to consult the Members of Parliament and the State Governments during the formulation of National Railway Plan so that all
parts of the country are connected with Indian Railways, which truly form the backbone of India. The Railway Minister has made honest attempt to
bring back the Railways on track, but time only will tell whether he will succeed in his effort.
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*SHRI OM BIRLA (KOTA): I congratulate honourable Minister Suresh Prabhuji for presenting a budget aimed at bringing the life of railways back on
track, much of which he had to face thanks to the legacy of the past. I wholeheartedly support the budget proposal presented in the august House.

While he set out on a tough task of restructuring railways in the upcoming year, the Ministry has not shirked its responsibilities and promises
announced last year. As the Honourable Minister said, all 139 announcements made last year have been implemented or have been put into action.

Whenever, the media coverage over budget commences in the first half of February, two terms are heard quite often. "Will there be a bitter pill?';
"Will it be a populist budget?' It was norm in budgets to please people on budget day by announcing new trains, and as the time passes, hope that
many of the promises are forgotten. Very few believed that presenting a good budget can shed both these terms and the Honourable Minister has
achieved this.

For the first time, the Railway Ministry has come out with an implementation report on budget day so that the people of this country can analyze the
status of previous year's budget promises. As I highlighted, the Minister has ensured all of them are implemented or put into action.

While handling the commitment he has made in the last budget, the Honourable Minister has never shied away from discussing the drop in numbers
in passenger and freight revenue in 2015-16. As it's often stated, to solve a problem, you need to accept there exists one. Prabhuji has accepted it
and hence the well - planned approach adopted to restructure the railways. Like the health of a mother is vital to the health of a child, the service
and welfare of passengers depends on the efficiency of railways. The benefit of this budget is not only for the people, but for the performance of
railways in the long run.

Bio-toilets, emphasis on cleanliness in all types of coaches and on stations, providing internet facilities, better quality of food and to top it up,
bringing in new coaches will go on a long way in encouraging rail travel for passengers. I welcome the announcement of unreserved super-fast
Antyodaya Express and Deen Dayalu coaches in long-distance trains.

One of the points that hasn't been given much attention is the formation of the Special Railway Establishment for Strategic Technology and Holistic
Advancement (SRESTHA) to power research in the sector along with an analytics team. These steps will help in keeping a track of the development
and flag off concerns rather than let them fester.

At the same time, the ministry has adopted a long term and medium term goal in improving the infrastructure of railways. The decision to invest Rs.
8,50,000 crores in the next five years till 2019-20 is a step in the right direction. Compared to the UPA, who spent 53,000 crores on Capital
Expenditure in their last year, the NDA government has given a new fillip with a 128% rise in 2016-17 with a capital expenditure of one lakh 21
thousand crore rupees.

I would like to focus my attention towards elaborating on freight traffic which has occupied a significant part of the discourse. I would like to put my



thoughts in a simple example. Let's pick a small stretch from this Parliament House to Rashtrapati Bhavan. If there are 10 cars heading towards the
President's House there won't be much traffic. However, bowing to populist demand, without increasing the size of the road, if there are 50 cars,
probably the movement will slow down. And when you add 200 cars, there will definitely be chaos. At the same time, if I keep aside cars carrying
goods to allow passenger cars to reach on time, what happens to the cars with goods? This was like filling two liters of water in a bottle capable of
holding 500 ml. There was never much value attached to understanding and improving efficiency of freight traffic, the main area for the ministry's
revenue. Everyone keeps criticizing drop in freight traffic. Yes, poor planning of the past and slowdown in economy has played a role. But for the first
time, the Minister has taken a bold step to bring in a pilot project with a time-tabled freight corridor. At the same time, the Minister has made key
announcements in this area i.e. review of the freight rate structure to make it more competitive and equally important is to expand the goods being
carried via freight than the existing 10 commodities.

If there is decongestion of routes, the trains will run on time, if freight services are punctual through separate corridors, why won't people prefer rail,
why wouldn't freight be competitive? These are vital measures and steps like track doubling, electrification have been undertaken in full swing. The
rail budget has taken a different path in setting the base for a robust system rather than superficial make-up.

And finally I wish to highlight the importance given to transparency in this process. The commencement of managing this entire tender and bidding
process online will create a fair platform with 100% transparency.

Another step which promises to step up the inflow of money for railways is the focus of non-tariff revenue. This amount was Rs.6,229 crore this
year, whereas in the upcoming financial year, the non-tariff revenue target only in advertising itself is worth Rs.10,000 crore. These largely untapped
areas will be a key focus as emphasized by the Honourable Minister.

While the opposition is busy criticizing the budget, the ministry has already begun implementing the promises. Bar-coding of railway tickets has been
started in New Delhi and the all-important Rail auto hub was inaugurated in Walajabad, Chennai Division.

Now I wish to highlight some issues pertaining to my constituency, Kota and Bundi. I hope the Railway Minister will address these concerns.

Keeping in mind the expansion of Kota city, half the population lives closer to Dakniya Talav station, a D-class railway station. I am thankful to him
that my request for increasing the level of the platform and related passenger facilities was taken note of and the tender process has begun.
However, my request is that since this station falls on the important route between Mumbai and Delhi, the budget should take care of this Dakniya
Talav Railway station. This location has also been notified under the loop line as sent by the Zonal Officer. Development of this station will help the
population of Kota.

There are few more key requests pertaining to my constituency.

Train No.05613, 05614 between Kota and Jhalawar were commissioned on temporary basis and were renewed every three months. Keeping in mind
the frequent travelers on this line and it being an important route, these two trains should be made permanent for the convenience of the

passengers.

Similarly 098087 and 098088, Kota-Nizamuddin Holiday Special has been introduced on a temporary basis as holiday train. Keeping in mind the
convenience for passengers travelling frequently between my constituency and New Delhi, there is a need for this train to be continued on a
permanent basis.

My third request is, 22982 Kota-Ganganagar superfast train has been introduced permanently. However, the route needs to be extended till
Jhalawar. If approved, this will go a long way in facilitating easier movement for people of Ramganj Mandi in my constituency where this train will
have a scheduled stop.

I urge the Honourable Minister to run a MEMO train between Kota to Nagda for the convenience of the people. Train No.09838 — Kota-Jhalawar
needs to be extended till Baran so that more passengers can take benefit of the train.

Kota is an educational hub where thousands of students study. Hence I have requested many of the trains mentioned below to be run on permanent
basis. At present, these are running twice weekly or running temporarily.

19803 — Kota to Jammu Tawi and 19805 — Kota to Udhampur are both running weekly, and this needs to be run daily. Similarly, Jaipur to Pune
12939, 12940 runs twice a week. Both these trains need to be run on permanent basis. Train No.12911, 12912 Haridwar-Valsad which runs through
Kota, should be run on daily basis instead of the weekly schedule at present.Train 12975, 12976, Jaipur-Mysore runs twice weekly and needs to be
run regularly keeping in mind the passenger traffic.

A new train should operate between Kota to Udaipur and extended till Ahmedabad. Similarly, to improve connectivity to Bihar, the Rail Ministry
should introduce new trains to different parts of the state. As of now, Kota-Patna Express 13230 is the only direct train between the two important
stations. Similarly, a new train needs to be introduced connecting the Kota-Gwalior route to Gorakhpur, Allahabad and Varanasi.

I also urge the Minister to take note of some of stops required for trains at important locations as mentioned below. Though little steps, these
decisions will go a long way in ensuring improved revenue through passengers who has little access to major destinations via railways.

Dakniya Railway station in Kota has become an important halt keeping in mind the expansion of population in Kota. Hence, 12903, 12904 Golden
Temple, 12905, 12906 Jaipur-Mumbai superfast should have a halt at Dakniya Talav. Moreover, the Janshatabdi Express between Kota to Delhi
should start from Dakniya Talav.

Similarly, Keshoraipatan in Bundi District is a religious destination. Hence it is important to have Janshatabdi, Mewar Express, Ranthambore Express
and Dayodaya Express stop at Keshoraipatan. Ministry of Tourism has also focused on improving access to religious places in India. These steps will
improve connectivity to Keshoraipatan and thereby encourage more tourists to visit this place.



Similarly, Ajmer-Jabalpur express should have a halt at Indragad, Bundi district. Taleda in Bundi district should be included as one of the halts for
Dehradun Express.

At present, the train originating from Kota till Jhalawar departs at 19.15 hours. However, if this train is pushed back 45 minutes to 20:00, it will also
act as a connecting train for passengers coming from Chittor and Janshatabdi coming from Nizamuddin. This will not only be convenient for people
but also improve the passenger traffic on the route.

Jaipur-Chennai Express runs on a daily basis. However, it originates from Ramganj Mandi only on three out of the seven days. Hence, I would urge
the Minister to ensure the train originates from Ramganj Mandi permanently.

I would like to bring to the notice of the honourable Minister that, in the 2014 budget, a new train between Bandra and Jaipur via Nagda, Kota was
announced. I urge the Minister to extend the train till New Delhi and in the process have halts at Ratlam, Chittor, Bundi, Kota, Sawai Madhopur.

And finally, one of the important matters pertaining to my constituency is for construction of an over bridge between Kota and Ranpur. An underpass
or an over bridge needs to be constructed in Modak. The stretch between Keshoraipatan towards Bundi requires a railway over bridge.

Now I would like to highlight the need for new rail lines and projects to be undertaken which are vital for providing the common man access to rail
services.

Jhalawar-Baran-Sheopur Railway Project
Mandalgadh-Shahpura-Kokdi
Jhalawad-Aagar-Ujjain

Jhalawar-Chabda

Jhalawar - Bhopal

Ramganj Mandi-Nemach-Bari Sadri

Bhawani Mandi-Mandsaur-Pratapgad-Banswada
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*SHRIMATI KOTHAPALLI GEETHA (ARAKU): At the outset, I would like to convey my wholehearted gratitude and thanks to the Honourable
Railway Minister on presentation of the railway budget, as the Common Man's budget. Railways have always been the means of transportation of a
common man and since independence the amenities that have been provided to the passengers have taken a backseat. Though there was always a
constant rise in the fares, the passenger comfort and amenities declined over a period of time and the coaches were in a bad condition. But during
the last budget the Railway Minister announced that passenger amenities will be given top priority. This was just not a formal announcement, we
have seen considerable increase in the services and amenities in the past one year. The Hon'ble Minister has ensured that the commitment to the
country was honored and was successful in partly reviving the fame of the Indian Railways and I wholeheartedly congratulate the Hon'ble Minister
for his achievements. I also congratulate the Minister for his pace in completing the ongoing projects which are pending since ages.

Coming to my constituency which is completely a tribal constituency with no great rail connectivity, we had just very few issues pending before the
Ministry but for the past 2 decades. The sanction of glass coaches for Araku has been a pending demand for the past 2 decades which could not take
shape, and I am grateful for the Hon'ble Minister for making this dream come true and sanctioning the coaches. The budget amount was also
released and the coaches are in the manufacturing stage. I also thank the Railway Minister for his initiative in modernization of the railway stations
which is a step ahead in transforming the railways into passenger friendly means of transport.

Now coming to the present budget, I thank the Hon'ble Minister for sanctioning almost Rs.1200 crores towards the laying of tracks as well as
finishing the ongoing projects for the state of Andhra Pradesh. I would like to put forth before the Hon'ble Minister one issue that is of sentiment to
the people of Andhra Pradesh. A special railway zone has been a part of the promises to the state of Andhra Pradesh as per the AP Reorganization
Act 2014. The people of Andhra Pradesh have been curiously waiting for Minister to kindly speed up the process as the government is committed to
the cause of resolving all issues and also in fulfilling the conditions laid down in the said Act. A railway zone with Visakhapatnam as the
headquarters may be considered positively for which the people will remain grateful to you.

I greatly appreciate the Government's development philosophy with high priority of passengers, with no hike in passenger fares. I appreciate the
steps taken by the government during last 12 months and successful completion of last budget commitments. Nav Arjan or New revenues focus on



new sources of revenue. Nav Manak or New norms (optimizing outgo on each activity), and Nav Sanrachna or New Structures (revisiting all
processes, rules, and structures).

I appreciate the safety steps initiated towards the security of passengers at level crossings by eliminating all unmanned level crossings by 2020,
which will be highly useful in avoiding of the accidents and save the lives of many people. Providing CCTV's to all major stations will also effectively
monitor the safety and security of passengers as well as women passengers. The commitment towards the women safety is also greatly
commendable.

It is the need of the hour to provide for the hygienic conditions in the railways. The steps taken for hygienic bio toilets under Swatch Bharat mission
and additional toilets in other stations with commitment is highly appreciated across the country. Personally, I am happy to hear about cleaning of
toilets instantly at the simple SMS, waste segregation and recycling centres, and introduction of '"AYUSH' systems in 5 Railway hospitals. e-marketing
for products produced by the Self-Help groups and encouragement for sourcing of products from SC/ST entrepreneurs.

I sincerely thank for the customer centric amenities such as increasing the quota for senior citizens and women travelers, Deen Dayal coaches for
long distance trains for unreserved passengers and providing coaches with water and higher number of mobile charging points. 1 is also welcome the
fact for allowing local cuisines and Children's menu, baby foods made available for travelling mothers.

Once again, I would like to congratulate the Hon'ble Minister of Railways for his great initiative in reforming and reviving the Indian railways into a
customer friendly railways through many of his great and wonderful initiatives, and also in his great commitment to keep it in reach of a common
man of the country. With this I support the Railway budget.
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*SHRI MULLAPPALLY RAMACHANDRAN (VADAKARA): While going through the budget, we can see that Hon'ble Minister Shri Suresh Prabhu is
banking totally on Public-Private Participation (PPP). I do not intend to delve into details of the shortcomings in the budget as my Hon'ble colleague
have already covered most of it and also because of paucity of time. I therefore intend to mention only the deep disappointment suffered by the
state of Kerala and more particularly the Malabar region of Kerala.

There are twelve railway stations, big and small, falling in the stretch of the railways in my constituency, Vatakara.

Speaking about the bigger railway stations, I could quote Tellicherry, Vatakara, Koyliandy and Mahe as the most prominent ones both with regard to
passenger and freight movement. Tellicherry is the commercial capital of this area and all stations assume significance because of the tourist
potentials of the Malabar region.

Way back in 2009, the railway department had declared these four stations as 'Adarsh' Railway Stations. The department is becoming a laughing
stock in the eyes of the public as not even basic improvements have been made on these "model" railway stations. Whatever little improvements
have been made at stations like Mukkali railway station and the neighboring ROBs/under bridges have been with funds allocated from my MPLADS. I
made these allocations despite other heavy demands on the MPLADS Funds because the cause of lifting the platform and the need for the under
bridge was genuinely urgent.

I have time and again placed before the Railway Minister the need for favourable consideration of the Tellicherry-Mysore railway line in view of the
possibility of reducing the distance between Kerala and northern states through such a line. It is sad no note that this does not find mention in the
budget.

As people's representative from Vatakara Lok Sabha constituency and as one who fully understands the difficulties and needs of the travelling public,
I had taken up some important issues concerning the Railways with the Hon'ble Minister and the department.

I reiterate these requirements as none of them have found a place in this railway budget.

Tellicherry-Mysore Railway Line: Ever since the British period, it has been pending demand of the people of Kerala to have a Railway line from
Tellicherry to Mysore. Such a Railway line will considerably reduce the distance from Kerala to all the North Indian States. Three socio-economic
feasibility surveys were already conducted by the Railways for this line. But no progress is seen. This proposed line will stretch only 130 Kms from
Tellicherry to Mysore. The State Governments of Kerala and Karnataka would be happy to participate jointly in such a venture as such a line will be
instrumental in the overall socio-economic development of Kerala and Karnataka also.



Electrification of Railway Line from Kozhikkode to Mangalore: The electrification of Railway Line from Palakkad to Kozhikkode has already been
completed. Speedy steps may be taken to complete the further electrification from Kozhikkode to Mangalore.

Cold Storage Facility at Badagara Station: During the last interim Railway Budget, Badagara station was selected for setting up of cold-storage
facilities for preserving vegetables, fruits etc. Establishment of cold storage facility was proposed under Central Railways Warehousing Corporation.
But the construction works for the same has not started yet. I urge the Hon'ble Minister to ensure early completion of this project.

Escalator facilities at Tellicherry and Badagara stations: Tellicherry and Badagara are two important 'A' Class Railway stations along Shornur-
Mangalore route and these two stations fetch huge revenue to the Railways by way of passenger and goods traffic. Any study would show this. As
part of modernization and improving amenities at these stations, escalator facilities should be provided at these stations.

Face-lifting and beautification of Stations: Tellicherry, Badagara, Mahe, Quilandy have been declared as 'Aadarsh' Railway Stations. However,
passenger amenities need to be provided at these stations. Quilandy Railway station was built during the British time and it is an important station
since then. It is unfortunate that this station is in a most dilapidated condition and the proposed reconstruction of this station may be completed at
the earliest.

Expansion of Platform at Mukkali Railway Station: I have already allocated an amount of Rs. 50 Lacs from MPLADS for expansion of the platform at
Mukkali Railway station. Mukkali station may become a "Model" minor station after the completion of this work. It is distressing that 4 long years
have lapsed since the allocation was made and the work has not been completed. The works may be expedited so as to avoid further cost escalation
and all necessary directions may be given to inaugurate the Model station without any delay.

Construction of Underpass at Onchiyam: I have allotted an amount of Rs. 50 Lakhs from MPLADS for the construction of underpass at Onchiyam. The

work was proposed in the 15t Lok Sabha period but is yet to be completed. The sheer criminal delay in implementing the projects under MPLADS is
unpardonable and this has brought slur and ill name for the Railways.

New building for Vellarakkad Railway Station: Construction of new building for Vellarakkad Railway Station has already been completed. The
inauguration of the building is pending for no reason. I draw the attention of the Minister to this.

Raising and Extension of Platforms in minor stations: The minor railway stations in the state are mostly with short platforms. The passengers in
minor stations have much difficulty to step into the trains or to get off trains at the platform. The raising and extension of platforms will help to avoid
many causalities. It is an important demand from the regular / daily passengers who rely on these minor stations for travel. Time and again, I have
raised the issue of the minor but important stations like Nadapuram Road, Jagnath Temple Gate, Iringal and Chemanchery which need extension. It
is painful that no action has been taken to raise or extend these platforms for the safety and convenience of the commuters at these stations.

Possibility of underpasses: Examine the possibility of underpasses at Nandi, Kottakkadave (Arangadath) and expedite the underpass work at
Quilandy (Bappangate). There is great demand for an underpass between Moorad Bridge and the Palayad junction at Vatakara.

Stoppage for more trains: Long pending demand for allowing stoppage for below mentioned trains in the respective stations would benefit a large
number of passengers.

Vatakara

11097/11098 - Ernakulam — Pune

16311/16312 - Bikaner Express

12431/12432 - Thiruvananthapuram-Nizamudin Rajdhani
Quilandy

16345/16346 - Thiruvananthapuram-Lokmanyatilak
Thalassery

12997/12998 - Trivandrum-Hapa

12483/12484 - Kochuveli-Amritsar

Payyoli

Stoppage for Express Trains as Payyoli is uplifted as Municipality.

Security and hygiene are basic requirements of the travelling public and although the Minister has made some mention of both aspects including the
food, early action to bring this into force needs to be ensured. Bed bugs and dirty linen are the curse of the railways and no steps seem to be taken
to curb this.

I conclude by requesting the Hon'ble Minister to kindly see that the genuine requirements mentioned by me are considered favorably to benefit lakhs
of passengers who depend on this most favoured people's mode of transport.

*SHRI R. GOPALAKRISHNAN (MADURAI): I had pointed out again and again a number of projects since last two Railway Budgets. The pending
prajects pertaining to our Madurai Constituency have not been considered at all. Madurai has a railway junction that has direct link with all the parts
of the country. It is centrally located in Tamil Nadu State. It is a tourism hub attracting thousands of people every day from all over the world.

Unfortunately, I do not find allocation of adequate funds for both the ongoing and the new project which are important for the economic and overall
development of Madurai City and the surrounding districts.



Hence, I urge upon the Ministry of Railways to expedite the completion of all pending projects in Tamil Nadu in a time bound manner.

While augmenting the efficiency through these measures, it will also be necessary to improve or to upgrade Koodalnagar Station as a satellite
railway terminal.

This is a feasible suggestion. Because already there is a proposal to make Koodalnagar as an Adhaar Station. It handles 30,000 passengers
every day and is situated just 3 kms away from Madurai Junction. There is also a need to provide a stoppage to all the trains passing by
Koodalnagar, Thiruparankundram and Thirumangalam. This will de-congest the Madurai Railway Station. The infrastructure/facilities in and around
Madurai Railway Stations have to be stepped up.

Our Government of Tamil Nadu ably guided by our revered leader, Puratchi Thalaivi Amma had taken up with the Centre already that complete
doubling work of Chennai — Kanyakumari must be given top priority. The Government of Tamil Nadu has also insisted that Chennai-Kanyakumari via
Madurai line, Madurai-Coimbatore and Coimbatore — Chennai lines must have high speed passenger rail link. Our persistent demand for Chennai —
Thoothukudi freight corridor is also pending with the Railways.

The Railways are not carrying out the sanctioned projects on their own. Unfortunately, they fail to carry out even when State Governments
like the Government of Tamil Nadu are coming forward to fund such projects.

Our Manbumigu Amma, Hon'ble Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu had already listed out about 10 projects which would be crucial for the
development of rail transport in the State. Out of those 10 projects, three projects have been given top priority. They are namely (i) Chennai-
Tuticorin Freight Corridor; (ii) High Speed passenger rail link — Chennai — Madurai — Kanyakumari; and (iii) High Speed Passenger rail link — Madurai
to Coimbatore.

Tamil Nadu Government has already indicated that it would be willing in principle to enter into MoU with the Indian Railways to set up a
Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) to promote these projects.

When I mention about the modern coach facilities, I want to stress on the need to provide modern coaches to Pandian Express, the pride of
entire Tamil Nadu. Pandian Express and Vaigai Express are the face of change in the railways' advancement. At this point of time, I would like to
stress upon the need to link Madurai with Karaikudi via Melur and I urge upon the railways to take up this new railway line project at the earliest to
bring out a socio-economic change in that area.

There is already a direct rail link between Madurai and Bengaluru. But unfortunately, the load of passengers cannot be accommodated by the
single train in operation. An additional train between Madurai and Bengaluru may be introduced with a First AC coach.

I have already written to the Railway Minister about the need to upgrade and modernize further the Madurai Junction. Recently, a multi-tier
two-wheeler parking slot was opened in Madurai Junction. As part of further development, a multi-tier four-wheeler parking slot may also be
considered and executed.

Here, T would also like to point out that three decade long pending project between Madurai-Bodinayakanur is to be considered for
implementation on war-footing speed.

Therefore, I urge upon the Hon'ble Railway Minister to meet the needs of Tamil Nadu and especially Madurai which will definitely pay rich
dividends to railways.
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*SHRIMATI BUTTA RENUKA (KURNOOL): I would like to place on record, on behalf of my party, our sincere appreciation for your efforts to make
Indian Railways economically viable by embarking upon cutting wasteful and unproductive expenditure on the one hand and by attempting to prevent
leakages etc. on the other.

You can be rest assured of our full support in this endeavour. I am happy that the operating ratio for the next year will be improved to 92% from this
year's 90%. I am also happy to note that the Capex growth has doubled during the current year over the average of the last five years.

I am happy that action is initiated on 139 budget announcements of 2015-16. I am particularly happy that children's menu items on trains, baby
foods, hot milk and hot water would be made available.

Many initiatives have been announced for improving the quality of travel for all passengers. We welcome them and request you to ensure that it will
be implemented as promised. We also welcome implementation of New Freight corridors that are aimed at improving economic viability of the
country.

Now, coming to our State, we expected justice for states like AP which have received raw deal in several of last budgets. That did not happen so far.
Even though, AP Government had sought several new rail projects for the state during his recent meeting with the Hon'ble Railway Minister, the
railway budget seems to have ignored almost all proposals.

New Railway lines connecting the AP capital city Amaravathi also were not announced in the Rail Budget 2016.

The people of Rayalaseema Region have no rail connectivity to reach Amaravathi. The proposal to sanction a railway line from Rayalaseema to
Amaravathi also was not considered in this Budget.

Only Rs. 200 crore for Kotipalli- Narsapuram line and Rs. 50 crore for Pithapuram- Kakinada line were sanctioned to AP. At this rate, when will these
projects be completed?

The Budget does not mention about the construction of the third Railway line connecting Vizag-Chennai and Doubling works between Guntur-
Guntakal.

The people of my constituency have a long time desire to have a new railway line between Kurnool and the Holy city Mantralayam. I have
represented this on more than one occasions. Kindly consider this request at the earliest.

There was also no mention about the allocations to Kadapa-Bangalore new railway line works which are progressing at an extremely slow pace
despite the project getting nod in the Railway Budget of 2008-09. Similarly, many of the new trains announced in the budgets have not yet begun to
operate.



The railway zone promised at Visakhapatnam in the thirteenth schedule of Reorganization Act has so far not seen the light of the day.

In a poor country like India, Railways, all said and done, has emerged as the poor man's main transport; every Indian thinks that Railways are his or
her own. Therefore, any attempt to improve the profitability of the Railways at the cost of this social obligation and without keeping in mind poor
man's affordability will become counterproductive.

I request the Minister to kindly attend to the above mentioned demands/promises urgently.
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*SHRIMATI PK. SHREEMATHI TEACHER (KANNUR): I would like to lay the following proposals for new Railway Lines in Kannur district which was
not included in the Budget.

A Fourth Platform in the eastern side is inevitable taking into account the increase in the number of passengers. Hence Fourth Platform may be
constructed urgently.

The linking of Kannur Airport through rail line with a Railway station at the proposed Kannur Airport would facilitate multi model access to the
Airport. Necessary approvals may be accorded and sufficient provision may be provided for development of rail infrastructure for connecting proposed
Kannur Airport with existing rail infrastructure.

Government of India is proposing to develop Azhikkal Port under Sagarmala scheme. It is highly essential to connect the Port with Railway line.
Hence necessary funds may be provided to conduct survey of Valapattanam Azhikkal Port byline and execution of work.

The survey work of Thalassery — Mysore line had been conducted long back. The execution of the above line may be taken up.

Survey report of third line between Shornur and Mangalore is being finalized. Steps may be taken to execute the work of third line between Shornur



and Mangalore.

A lot of Trains are originating and terminating from / at Kannur Railway station. Previously, there was a project to construct Pitlane for the
maintenance of

incoming and outgoing trains. Hence Pitlane may be constructed at Kannur station.

Three existing Railway lines and yard at Kannur Railway station are in an unhygienic condition due to lack of concrete aprons. Urgent steps may be
taken to construct Aprons in all the three existing lines of Kannur Railway Station.

*SHRI MALLIKARJUN KHARGE (GULBARGA): The whole country including me were eagerly waiting for Hon'ble Railway Minister's budget with a lot
of hope and anxiety. However, with regret I have to say that I have tried to discover one but failed. I could not find anything which a poor or even a
common man aspires for as additional trains, or fare relief or redressal of their core issues.

Following NDA Government's footsteps to appease the vote bank without doing any real good to the people's aspirations, the Hon'ble Minister has
disappointed us and the people of the country for a second time. Kindly allow me to share my observations on this budget.

The first impression I got from the budget speech was that it was a repeat of the last year budget. It was a sfafus guo budget. There have been no
new ideas, whether big or small in the Minister's speech.

The speech seems to be in line with the grand tradition of using big words and slogans, for which this Government is infamous. Perfect at
rephrasing, the same services are renamed — Tejas instead of Rajdhani, Hamsafar instead of Garib Rath, Antyodaya instead of Janta Express.

I was going through the Budget of last year as compared to this year and I found that some statements of 2015 Budget speech, for instance
Elimination of Unmanned Level Crossings, Train Collision Avoidance Device, Mission Zero Accident for Safety and construction of ROB/RUB, have
been copied and pasted as it is in the Minister's speech this year also.

Most favourite slogan of Prime Minister 'Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikaas' does not reflect in this year's rail budget. There has been a visible bias towards
the constituencies of the Prime Minister and the projects like Rail college in Vadodra, Bullet train from Ahmedabad to Mumbai, smart coaches only
from Varanasi to Delhi including Mahanama Express, have been announced to please him.

I am not against development but for a uniform overall growth and development in the country, especially the backward regions. I appeal to the
minister to look beyond these constituencies as he is a Minister for the whole country.

Throughout the year the Rail Minister used media and email etc., inviting comments suggestions of people to improve services and I understand
large number of suggestions have been received. I feel it was only a populist measure again and response of the people have been dumped because,
still Rail Minister continuously kept on saying in his speech that there is a need for innovative financial mechanisms, joint ventures, PPP's, non-tariff
revenue, etc.

While Railways proposes a slew of new initiatives, there is not much talk about the road map for mobilization of resources. The Minister has not
come out with specifics on how he would meet the grand outlay of over 1.21 lakh crore rupees for the financial year.

The budget statement shows there has been a net reduction in Gross Traffic Receipts by Rs. 15,744 crore in RE 2015/16 along with a dip in
passenger earnings and freight earnings.

Now, firstly, projected 'gross traffic receipt' of Rs. 1.83 lakh crore in 2015-1, Government garnered Rs. 16,000 crore less i.e. Rs. 1.67 lakh crore. This
year i.e. 2016-17, he expects to collect Rs. 1.84 lakh crore i.e. an increase of 10% over last year's Rs. 1.67 lakh crore. Is it doable?

Secondly, of projected 'passenger traffic revenue' of 2015-16, the Government garnered nearly Rs. 5,000 crore less. This year i.e. 2016-17, he
expects to collect Rs. 51,012 crore i.e. a 12.4% increase over last year. Is it doable?

Thirdly, of projected 'freight revenue' of Rs.1.21 lakh crore in 2015-16, Government garnered Rs. 8.000 crore less i.e. Rs. 1.13 lakh crore.
Surprisingly, Rail Minister has kept a revenue target of Rs. 1.18 lakh crore in 2016-17, which is even less than the projected target of last year. With
pessimism in his projections, how does he propose to meet the target?

Fourthly, internal resource generation diminished too. In such a gloomy situation, funding for ambitious projects might take a hit. It would be
challenging for the government to meet the investment target of Rs. 1.2 lakh crore over the next Fiscal Year given that freight and passenger traffic
have remained flat while expenses continue to increase.

Further, the Railways' surplus after payment of dividend to the Central Government in 2016-17 is expected to decrease by 26% from 2015-16 (RE)
to Rs. 8,479 crore. In 2015-16, the net surplus decreased by 20% to Rs.11,402 crore, which means a decreasing trend in surplus fund and an
increasing trend in expenditure.

The important point is, if Railway growth has come down from the projected 17% to 5%, then this is a reflection directly on the GDP growth of the
country. If Railways don't grow, then the country's economy cannot grow.

Depreciation Reserve Fund is being used to artificially boost operating ratio. It would like to draw your attention towards how this Government is
cooking up numbers and artificially boosting the operating ratio figure. Appropriation to Depreciation Reserve Fund is just Rs.3200 crore from the
estimated Rs.8.100 crore.

Appropriation to this fund makes the operating ratio look healthier than it actually is and is a conventional trick in the trade. The O.R. instead of 92



would have been close to 100 per cent had the Railways made adequate provision for depreciation based on the actual requirement of replacement
of over aged assets.

CAG backs this observation and says: Contribution to the DRF weren't made on the basis of historical costs, the expected useful life and the residual
life of the assets, but were dependent on the working expenditure.

The MoU between Indian Railways and Life Insurance Corporation to raise Rs. 1.5 lakh crore over the next five years was actually signed in March
2015. In October 2015, LIC subscribed about Rs. 2,000 crore only, of corporate bonds from the Indian Railways, beginning the investment deal to be
carried out over the next five years. This is far less than the required average of Rs.30,000 crore per year to fulfill the deal over the five years.

There is not a definite roadmap for restructuring of the railway board. The entire plan may end up interfering in the autonomy of the Railway Board
in the name of introducing professionalism in Board.

The ministry's promise of letting Railway Board function at an arm's length seems hollow. Railway Board is likely to become a front for pleasing
corporate lobbies at the cost of the Railways social obligations and its role of the national transporter.

There is no dearth of capable and experienced people in Indian Railways itself. In fact there is no parallel organization in the country to provide such
expertise. Induction of outside experts and professionals may be only as advisors, if at all needed.

The Minister has declared that Joint Ventures with State Governments should be the means to fund new rail projects. While the Joint Ventures with
states might work for resourceful states like Tamil Nadu or Telangana, it will be an additional burden on poor states like Bihar, Orissa and North
Eastern States. It is a huge burden on State Governments — Is this cooperative Federalism?

For every rail project the State demands, they are expected to bring around 50% of the funding to the table. Are all States in the country ready for
this? How is the translating into cooperative federalism? This looks like an attempt to shift burden from Railway's resources to the state exchequers.

Since the BIP led Government came into power, we have seen that centrally sponsored schemes have received major cuts in funding. This has
largely made state governments responsible to fund the social sector.

Although the people were assured of safety 2014-15 was a Black Year for Safety. Again a Zero Accident Regime has been assured in the budget, and
the railway minister himself has said that, "We have to go a long way in realizing our objective of a zero accident regime."

In 2013-14, i.e. last year of the UPA, 118 persons were injured and 54 persons were killed in rail accidents, while in 2015-16, the number of injured
has gone up to 136 and those killed in rail accidents has gone up to 64 as per the reply of Government in a response to a Question in the Lok Sabha.

Rail Minister announced that there is no fare hike. Fact remains that Modi government hiked passenger fare by 18.55% over last 20 months i.e.
14.20% in June, 2014 and 4.35% in November, 2015. As against this, Congress Party did not hike the passenger fare by even one paisa in its period
of ten years between 2004 and 2014.

Similarly, there was 7% freight fare hike in June, 2014 and an another inflationary hike in February, 2015 with freight fare of grains and pulses being
increased by 10%, coal by 6.3%, cement by 2.7% and iron ore by 0.80%.

Burdening of ordinary user did not stop here with Modi Government hiking platform tickets by 100% in March, 2015 (Rs. 5/- to Rs. 10/-), ticket
cancellation charges by 100% (November, 2015) and Tatkal charges by 33% (December, 2015).

bl ctV ds fy, rks ;gh Ip gksxk fd gkFkh ds nkar [kkus ds vkSj vkSj fn[kkus ds vkSj] D;ksafd buds dkjukes ,sls gSa fd xjhcksa dh tsc [kkyh dj nh vkSj
mUgsa irk gh ugha pykA ,sls gh mudk iSIk fy;k x;kA

Besides letting down the ordinary Rail passengers, entire business community and Sensex have given a thumb down to Shri Suresh Prabhu's 'Rail
Budget'. Sensex has fallen below 23000 and most rail stocks derailed by 2% to 5%.

I come from the southern state of Karnataka where I am a freguent traveler by train. Over the last couple of years, I have travelled by trains like
Udyan Express, Sholapur-Yeshvantpur Express, Basava Express, Bidar-Yeshvantpur express, etc. and with deep regret, I would like to say that the
coaches being used in the southern states are old, unclean and are under very poor condition.

It is also unfortunate that all new coaches are diverted to favorite regions in north India and junked coaches are put into service in southern states
showing a clear bias and discrimination.

The maintenance of toilets in these trains, even in the higher classes of travel is very disappointing. Equally dirty is the situation of the stations in
the following towns — Deval Ganugapura, Shahabad, Yadgir, Saidapur and Chittapur. They are in urgent need of a clean up and I hope that the funds
under Swachh Bharat Abhiyan would be put to good use so that passengers can have cleaner and healthy stations.

At this juncture, I wish to draw your attention towards my home state of Karnataka and the constituency of Gulbarga which suffer from pendency of
a huge number of vital railway works and projects, apart from poor service.

a) Construction of Road Overbridges near Mother Teresa School in Gulbarga and on Gulgarga-Afzalpur Road have completely stopped or slowed
down despite allocation of funds in the 2013-14 and 2014-15 budgets.

b) For the year 2014-15, the UPA Government sanctioned 3 railway divisions namely Jammu, Assam and Gulbarga. The budget provision of Rs. 5
Crore has also been made for Gulbarga railway division. Further, the State Government has given the required land of 3602 acres free of cost. Now,
the land is in possession of the Railways. However, the Railway Division is not yet functional. I would like to make a request to the Hon'ble Minister
to expedite the completion of this work in the interest of the backward region of Hyderabad-Karnataka.



c) Gulbarga Division is divided in three zones and for various issues one is to approach different offices which cause delay and harassment. If it is
attached to Hubli, this problem of running around can be resolved and work can be completed in time.

d) Another important project to which I would like to draw your attention is the — Construction of Railway Bogie Factory at Kadechur, Yadgir

District. The 15t phase of work is nearing completion. However, no funds have been allocated for the 2"d phase which requires construction of staff
and workers' quarters and other supporting infrastructure.

e) Construction of Pit lines at Gulbarga and construction of Gadag-Wadi new railway line was also sanctioned during the year 2014-15. This project is
an important project which connects East to West i.e. Hyderabad-Karmataka and Mumbai-Karnataka. For this project, the State Government has
already committed to share 50% of the cost. However, the work has not yet begun.

f) These works were sanctioned in 2014-15 and one pit line which on the Wadi-Gulbarga line is completed but not operational. It still requires basic
facilities like water. Another pit line was sanctioned on Gulbarga-Bidar new railway line. This work still has not yet started.

g) Construction of Gulbarga-Bidar new railway line as per schedule was to be completed by December, 2015. But the project has run into time and
cost overruns.

h) The Yellanka Railway Station is currently in a very shabby condition. It requires overall development as a 'Model Station'. There is not even a
proper approach road to the station.

i) In the budget for 2016-17, a meagre amount has been provided for the doubling work from Yellanka to Penukonda. From Penukonda, further on to
Maharashtra, there is already a double line. So, all the trains coming from different parts of the country get stuck at Penukonda. To ease out this
traffic congestion, it is important to start doubling this railway line. Further, more allocation of funds to this project is extremely essential in the best
interest of railway commuters and on time service.

j) Railway Terminus at Bengaluru — during the year 2014-15, the Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagar Palika has handed over the land at Binny Mills to the
Railways for construction of new terminus. The work has not yet started.

k) Hassan-Bengaluru new railway line was sanctioned in 1996-97. This new railway line connects Bengaluru to Hassan on to Mangaluru via
Sakaleshpur. It serves the dual purpose of passenger convenience and port connectivity. It is a strategic project for the local economy which should
have been completed long ago. However, the pace of work is extremely slow. It requires faster completion in the interest of the public.

1) My request to the Rail Minister is to expedite existing projects and concentrate on their execution at the earliest without prejudices and
discrimination.

*SHRI HEMANT TUKARAM GODSE (NASHIK): I thank Honorable Railway Minster Suresh Prabhu Ji for sanction of new railway line of Nashik-Pune in
the Rail budget 2016-17. It will be a milestone for development of my Nashik constituency, which will also will help for public transport and trade.

Following are some demands from Rail Ministry to be considered.

1. New Rajdhani Express is also necessary for fast train on the central railway line for connection of Delhi as maximum part of Maharashtra will be
covered.

2. Nashik is known as Religious city, also there is a demand for Nashik- Ajmer and Nashik -Tirupati trains.
3. Bhusawal to Igatpuri local train is also necessary to connect small cities in between .
4, It is necessary for extension of local train from Kasara up to Igatpuri as more of Nashik people travel daily.

5. Also expansion of Kurshan machine is necessary as the entire infrastructure such as road, 33 KV transformer light, water supply, quarters and
hospital is ready. As railway do repairs and maintenance work from outsourcing agency, it will be economical and also employment will be
generated.

6. For connectivity of two states Gujarat and Maharashtra, provisions should be made for survey of Nasik -Surat or Nashik- Vapi new railway Line as
it would be beneficial for public transport and trade of two states.

I would like to request Honorable Railway Minister Suresh Prabhu Ji to consider my above demands in the Supplementary Budget 2016-17.
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*SHRI PRALHAD JOSHI (DHARWAD): At the outset, I congratulate Hon'ble Railway Minister for giving a very forward looking and constructive
budget, which I call an inclusive budget. I would like to put forth the following request and proposals with regard to my state of Karnataka in general
and Dharwad in particular.

Additional budgetary Demands from the State of Karnataka
a) New Lines

1) Bagalkot-Kudachi (142kms),

2) Tumkur- Chitradurga-Davangere (199.7km)

b) Doubling

1) Yeswantpur-Yelhanka with overhead equipment,

2) Arsikere -Tumkur (96km),

3) Miraj-Londa(183km),

c) Survey for new lines.

The following new lines proposals for which the engineering surveys are completed and reported to Railway Board. These new lines constructions
very important for the overall Railway development of this region and requested to recommend their inclusion in the budget.

a) Gadag-Haveri -53 km under cost sharing basis with state Govt.
b) Almatti-Koppal -125 km under cost sharing basis with State Govt.

¢) Yadagir -Alamatti under cost sharing basis with State Govt.



d) Hubli -Ankola New-Board -Gauge Line:This is a dream project capable of ushering in a new era of economic growth of the region is almost
on the edge of being approved by G.O.1. Recently the National Green Tribunal has given its nod to Railways to approach the state government to
build this line.

e) Introducing New Trains: Hubli - Dharwad twin cities in northern part of Karnataka is the main link between the industrial and trade corridor of
Mumbai at one end and Bangalore- Chennai at the Southern end. Presently, there are limited number of trains to many major cities like Pune,
Mumbai, Bangalore, Hyderabad, Chennai and so on. Hubli being the HQ of SWR, the number of these trains are felt to be far less than required.
Thus, there has been a long standing demand for the following new trains:-

1) Bangalore -Varanasi new train via Tumbur- Hubli- Belgaum. There is a long standing demand from people of Karnataka for a direct express train
from Bangalore to Varanasi via interior Karnataka i.e. Davangeri, Haveri, Hubli-Belgaum. There is a growing traffic to Varanasi being a holy
pilgrimage centre. Hence this long left dream of people be realized through introducing a new Express train from Bangalore / Yeshwantpur to
Varanasi via Tumbur, Davangeri, Haveri, Hubli Belgaum, Pune and other places.

2) A new train from Hubli to Jodhpur is another long pending demand from this region. Though there are already two trains running to Jodhpur and
Ajmer from this route the passengers from this region hardly get the confirmed tickets. Therefore a new train from Hubli to Jodhpur needs to be
introduced.

3)A new train from Hubli to New Delhi Via Gadag, Bijapur, Sholapur is long pressed demand of this region.

4)A new Ex-Train from Hubbali to Mangalore connecting coastal region to hinterland is a long pressed demand. This Train should run via Hassan and
Arasikere to cater to the needs of these regions.

5)Hubbali- Chennai : Presently there is a weekly Train No. 17314 and 17313 running from Hubbali to Chennai. There is a lot of demand for this train
since it is weekly ones is not able to cater fully to the needs of people who frequently travel to Chennai. In this background, it is requested to make
this train daily.

6) Hubbali- Kochivell Train : Presently the Train No. 12777/78 between Hubballi and Kochivell runs once a week. This is the only train connecting this
region to state of Kerala and the travelling public is increasing day by day. In this view, it is requested to make this train tri-weekly to cater to the
growing needs of public.

f) Increasing frequency of Trains.

1) Yeshwantpur- Nizamuddin Karnataka Sampark Kranti Express which was running via Hubli for two days' in week is now running additional two
days in form of Yeshwantpur - Chandigarh Train No. 22685-22686 via Delhi which means now four days in week. But, still our demand for its running
daily via Hubli is not met. So, it is pressed that this Chandigarh train should run now for 7 days in week via Hubli. There is also a need to introduce
emergency quota from Hubli towards Yeshwantpur.

2) Bangalore -Jodhpur, 16505/6 Gandhidham, 16209/10 Mysore-Ajmer Train: please run each train as daily in view of its overwhelming demand and
rush in these train, where WL is mare than 500.

g) Increase in Passenger quota for Yeshwantpur -Dadar Trains.

h) Sanctioning New Railway Divisions in Karnataka: There has been a long standing demand to bring Gulbarga and Mangalore regions of
Karnataka within the fold of S.W.R. New Gulbaga Division is already announced. Mangalore need to be carved out as new division for the better and
well coordinated administration of the Zone. This demand is repeated for every budget.

i) Establishing Railway University : Establish Railway University at Dharwad: Hubli -Dharwad in Karnataka is second largest city and HQs of
SWR. It is a fast growing city with all kinds of infrastructural amenities built. There is already a multi-disciplinary Railway Training Centre function at
Dharwad with vast area. In this background, it is suggested a Railway University to be established at Dharwad and upgrading the above Training
Institute.

j) Improvement of Hubbali Workshop: Hubbali workshop is established in 1885. Over the period with change in requirement of Railways, this
workshop adopted for different activities. At present this workshop is carrying POH of Broad gauge coaching stock at an average of 90 coaches
POH/month and 60 coaches IOH/month apart from POH of BOVZI break vans. " C" category repairs of box N wagons. Manufacture of new BVZI
break vans.

1) For carrying out this activity, Hubbali workshop has to take the coaches/ wagons from open line and hand over the same after repairs back to
open line. There is no separate track for these activities and hence there is difficulty in exchanging the coaches on day to basis, since the
preferences is to be given for movement of trains/goods. The main line of traffic movement is getting congested due to increase in trains every year.
To overcome the difficulty, it is suggested to lay a separate track advancement to EMD line for handing over the repaired coaches to traffic with the
capacity of stabling minimum 10 to 18 coaches exclusively for the use of Hubbali workshop outside the east gate side of Hubbali workshop sufficient
Railway land is available at this place. This work may be proposed under lump sum works programme (LSWP) list of approved works or any other
head.

2) The present pit line for final checking of POH/IOH repaired coaches is not sufficient since the numbers of AC coaches is considerably increased. it
is suggested to construct additional pit line adjacent to the present pit line with a capacity of 04 coaches with Crane facility to lift the coaches. This
will also help in taking extra workload in future.

k) Reducing Expenditure:One of the important agendas of this Government is to reduce unnecessary expenditure in the process of Governance.



16 zonal HQ offices and 71 Divisions are working under Ministry of Railways. Each zonal HQ Office is working under General Manager assisted by
Principal Heads of the departments and under them, there are several officers assisting them. The main issue involved here is, each PHOD is allotted
with special Coach for his inspection movements over that Railways and on occasions it will be moved to other destination also. Now it can be seen
that 16 zones x 15 inspection coaches -240 coaches are involved in just inspection. There are complaints from many sources that the inspection
coaches are attached to mail / express trains and over Hubli division almost all the coaches will be moving on Friday night towards Bangalore or
Mysore under guise of inspection, carrying the families and friends of officers for enjoyment sake. Thus, instead of inspection coaches the officers
can travel in 1st class or 2nd class Ac to inspect and to ascertain the actual problem of railways. Only head of zonal Railways i.e. only General
Manager should hold one inspection carriage.

*SHRIMATI PRATYUSHA RAJESHWARI SINGH (KANDHAMAL): I represent Kandhamal Parliamentary Constituency of Odisha. This is one of
the most backward and tribal dominated district of the state in spite of being very rich in natural resources. Of all the states of India, Odisha has the
largest number of tribes, as many as 62. In terms of percentage they constitute a 24% of the total population on the state, it is sad that 7 districts
of Odisha have not witnessed railway since independence, including Kandhamal.

For development of any area, communication in all forms, i. e. road, railway, port, airway and telecommunication is a must. Khurda-Bolangir, under
construction of course, will pass through my constituency touching Nayagarh, Daspalla and Boudh. The rail link was first surveyed in 1945 by then
Bengal -Nagpur Railway ( BNR) administration which found the route important as it connected most backward, undivided districts of Bolangir,
Kalahandi, Koraput and Phulbani with Bhubaneswar. Smaller towns of Kandhamal such as Daspalla, Banigochha, Mahipur and Boudh were also part
of the line. The Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Pattnaik has fulfilled his promise of providing free land, including private land for the Daspalla - Bolangir
railway stretch, and sharing 50% of the total expenditure of the project. Now that the project is under construction, many entrepreneurs are
exploring setting up of industries along this Railway line. I request completion of this project at the earliest through expeditious construction.

Another railway line Sampalpur-Behrampur, which has already been surveyed, is a remunerate project with rate of return more than 14%, it passes
through Phulbani and Bhanjnagar. Odisha government wants to take it up under SPV. I request to form the SPV and get work started at the earliest
since it is a crucial matter of communications gap.

Bhadrachalam - Talcher via Lanjigarh -Phulbani is another prospective remunerative line, I request a survey to be sanctioned for this project.

*SHRIMATI RITA TARAI ( JAJPUR): The Railway Budget, in general, should take into account the following factors in my constituency, Jajpur,
QOdisha. Most of the Railway stations have not seen any progress in the last 7 decades. Basic amenities are missing.

I would like to invite the kind attention of the Hon'ble Minister to the fact that the priority agenda of the Government of India is to bridge the gap
between India and "Bharat ", Sabka Saath Sabka Vikash which is prime agenda of our Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Maodiji, which stresses
upon rural infrastructural development and bridging the gap between villages and cities. The Indian Railways, therefore, accords priority to improving
and promoting strategic stations that can enhance the access of countryside to towns facilitating business, commerce, trade, tourism,
communication and marketing thereby an all out development.

I would like to draw Hon'ble Minister's attention towards the development of Railways in my region/ constituency i.e. Dist. Jajpur, Odisha which has
been neglected by subsequent Governments after the Independence of India. The Railway line in my area was laid down during the British Raj and
sadly each and every Government formed at the Centre has turned a blind eye to the genuine demands of the region. The stations of the area have
almost remained at the same level where it was when India attained Independence in 1947 while the rest of the country has seen tremendous
infrastructure development in the Railways.

In this connection, the Haridaspur Railway station, an old Railway station established during the British days, can perform a vital role to serve the
goal set by the Nation besides contributing to revenue of Indian Railways. Haridaspur railway station is situated mid way between Cuttack and J.K
Road, approximately 45 kms distance from each. It is 4 kms from Chandikhol, 15 kms from the Buddhist Heritage triangle that includes Lalitgiri,
Udayagiri, Ratnagiri, Langudi. It is located at the crossing-point of Daitari-Chandikhole (NH-200) and Chandikhole-Paradeep (NH-5A) and Chennai -
Kolkata (NH-5).

For kind information of the Hon'ble Minister, the ongoing railway line from Haridaspur to Paradeep port will be a significant advancement in the
coming couple of years, so it needs improvement of carrying capacity of the station. Besides, the railway station is situated in an ideal location which
can be used by tourists to visit the Buddhist Heritage triangle that includes Lalitgiri, Udayagiri, Ratnagiri, Langudi. It has tremendous potential to be
developed as a connecting point for the international tourists who currently have no option but to use Bhubaneswar/ Cuttack as the connecting
station. This upgradation will bring great convenience to international tourists and help develop the local economy and promote tourism. For which,
the Haridaspur station platform needs up gradation and all train must halt at Haridaspur station. Train like Rajdhani Express, Porusottam express,
Nandankanan express, Neelanchal express, Dhauli express, and all express trains, etc. should also stop at Haridaspu r Station.

Besides this the Railway stations in the Jajpur district i.e. Dhanamandal, Bairi, Jenapur, Baitarani Road, Korai, Jakhapura and J.J.K.R Road need
urgent attention and due care for their development.

The J.J.K.R. Road station which is a gate way to Kaliga Nagar, the greatest steel hub of the world, is falling short of Infrastructure facility. Being one
of the most important station of the Jajpur District and 3-4 surrounding districts some more trains like Bhubaneswar Rajdhani Express 22824 via
Tata should halt in the station. So due attention should be paid for this and up gradation of this station in particular.

Further, there is no Railway connectivity to Jajpur Town, the district headquarters of Jajpur, which was the historical capital of QOdisha and its world
famous shrine i.e. Biraja Temple is there. So it is of utmost importance that preliminary survey/ work in this regard may be initiated to connect



Jajpur town with national mainstream. The New railway line preliminary survey/ work may be initiated from Jajpur Road to Dharma port via Jajpur
town. The district administration has also submitted their report regarding survey work to GM Railway East Coast.

It is pertinent to note that the Jajpur District provides huge revenue to the railways from the freight of the mineral ores and finished steel products
from its steel plants. But tragically Jajpur District has not been given its rightful dues by the Railways and it continues to be neglected over the years
since Independence. Over and above, the convenience of the passengers and improvement of the infrastructure will boost rural business and
commerce, that is inter-woven with the number of tourists and passengers. Needless to say, this will bring income to the Railways and therefore, is
not a charity but a profitable investment.

In this connection, I would request the Hon'ble Minister to take needful action for a technical study for extending rail connectivity to Dharma Port
which is owned by Group via Jajpur Town and take appropriate steps for sanctioning funds to ensure improvement of the above mentioned Railway
Stations in conformity to the set of goals of Government of India.

+*SHRIMATI POONAMBEN MAADAM (JAMNAGAR): First and foremost, I would like to congratulate and extend my since thanks to our Rail
Minister, Shri Suresh Prabhu Ji, on presenting a transformative, dynamic, passenger- friendly and most importantly, women- centric-budget.

Quoting our PM, Shri Narendra Modi Ji at United Nations Sustainable Development Summit, New York on September 25, 2015, he mentioned that
"Our development is intrinsically linked to empowerment of women............ "

Translating these words into action, we have witnessed a very progressive Railway Budget that re-iterates that for the first time ever there has been
a Railway Budget where women have been the focus with 33% sub-quota for women in all reserved categories on trains. 24x7 helpline will be set up
specifically for women and provisions of CCTV for enhanced safety will be there. Further, there has been no such Railway Budget in the past which is
holistically aimed at taking care of senior citizens, women and children.

With a view to not burden the common man, the budget has specifically kept passenger fares unchanged while announcing a few new passenger
initiatives. Also, the Minister has promised to rationalize freight rates in the next few months to make it more competitive.

Moving on to one of the many takeaways from the Rail Budget is that there has been a switch from mere announcements of new lines and projects
in favour of execution. This is an extremely important step to improve the financial health of the railways in India.

Secondly, another important shift is that of zero-base budgeting. This is a major announcement, which means that projects and costs will be
repeatedly evaluated every year or more frequently to ensure that they continue to make economic sense.

The Railways have set an ambitious operating ratio target of 92% in 2016-17 catering to the economic health of the Railways, while also target
efficiency and punctuality of trains. The Minister has also shared his plans to more dedicated freight corridors to link metro cities to improve freight
traffic.

I believe this policy in transformation is a Paradigm-shift in nation's economy. The special arrangement of the 'Super-fast trains' for the poor through
launch of Antodaya Express and Deen-Dyalu rail coaches, emphasize the commitment of our government to the economically weak.

Besides, cleanliness and upgradation remains a top priority, keeping the focus on investment. The plan for next year is Rs.1.21 lakh crore- up a
healthy 21 percent from this year's actual budget, which was achieved in full.

This budget will have been taken long-term positive impact on the national economy by effective execution, enhanced capital investment and
infusion of technology along with IT in the Railways.

Appropriate steps have been taken towards fulfilling the Government's promise to enhance connectivity in the backward areas of the country.
With this, I would like to draw your attention to issues pertaining to my constituency, Jamnagar.

I am very thankful to the Minister for announcing Aastha circuit trains to connect important pilgrim centres, of which the temple city of Dwarka has
been included. I would like to place my demand to expedite the process for this and also request facilitation provision of passenger amenities and up
gradation of the station at the earliest.

This could be included under the landmark decision of the Cabinet to re-develop 400 stations through PPP and also explore possibility of availing
multi-lateral financial investments for the development of stations, while partnering with State Governments. Finally, aligning my demands with the
Government's agenda of 1,600 kms of electrification this year and 2,000kms proposed for the next year, I would request electrification of Rajkot to
Okha rail route of my constituency.

As a suggestion, the induction of Shatabdi Express between Ahmadabad and Dwarka is a longstanding demand of people of my constituency. If a
fast train like Shatabdi Express is introduced, the journey period can be reduced to half. The intended high speed train service (Ahmadabad-Dwarka)
will be a major boost in connectivity between the Industrial hubs in Gujarat ( Jamnagar and Rajkot) to the state capital of Ahmadabad. Also these
towns are the hubs for the casting / forging and brass component industries.

Further, due to the strategic location of Jamnagar city, all three wings of the Armed Forces i.e. Indian Army, Indian Air Force and Indian Navy have
units/establishments in Jamnagar will be benefitted. A high speed train line with Ahmadabad would provide a major respite to the men in uniform.

Courtesy the Government's flagship 'Digital India', the Railway Sector would optimize the facilities that it can offer; hence Wi-Fi at 100 railway
stations has been announced this year and 400 for next year, with enhanced capacity of e-ticketing system.



With this, I would like to specially mention that this budget will be an important tool towards the renovation of the nation. The best thing is that the
State Governments are also enthusiastically participating in the expansion of our Railways. A detailed road-map in this direction has also been
presented. Along with that, an effort has been made to seek the co-operation of passengers and the Railway Employees as well. This will go a long
way in democratization of decision-making process. Cost optimization, efficiency in management and accountability to the consumer is the focus of
our Government, which is reflected in this budget.

Once again, 1 extend my congratulations to the Railways Minister, Shri. Suresh Prabhu Ji, the vision of our Prime Minister , Shri Narendra Modi Ji and
to the entire Rail Family.

*9ff divog par diedl (sismyaz)- 2016-17 & Yo asie ¥ adl w13 3 o qis odl &t a1 &) Aerelter Y1 #id} oft of siwre 3 2016-17 @ ¥ @sie B9 o gu Yo &l
Iuctfeer, 2semall & foruge iz smemd aecagul ubeisonsl & smermrt &t &

off gt Sft & war R gareniclt off aivog adl St &t afiraseuan afie erea o amefler Yer @ Ase gieangar [ &) Yer sicf} o anzer &) yarfer afiz anfefes Riesrar 6t e wonen &
Forcht eg seon ) e aicft oft o 2020 eras amar angaft B & Forer A acht am 3 amomall @ guf wor Bt aacragar oft send 3 3o wer &5 ardeifera-forsft ameftardt
aicroler 3ol & gorfderrar ¥ e siftgisea & sdtopfer oft firer gt )

atrotofler ¥et sicf} Sft & war @y 2015-16 ¥ fere ano gone 2ma A4l @l ©As wue 6 aaa Aot A ea B sifeier o @ g @2 féren siesn 3okl ma [ af 2016-17
& fere uf¥areror smeurt w1 Braffya aga 92 yferor 2

artotofler et sicf} ft & war R 73 Actor amer @1 arcwifers gama enfier w2at B aie 2men2vn Aareror &Rt @t 11.6 gferera aw 2t 2o, dterar sz Rsefl zaue &
arstoriag acldl, 1,84,820 adis wue & 2rsia 2ysiar o1 Braffyr agr 8

antetofler et aicf) Sft & war @y 2015-16 & e 139 asie sguvnal u2 aivard yraw & aif 3

0 2015-16 & fre Sfiaer dta fBem ¥ sifye Jfarfir Redoor,

<0 2500 fvesftes @t smwrer crdoll @Y arel a2,

0 1600 Rocafiez w1 Regflasavr are wor,

&0 ad 2016-17 i 2800 Roefafles Yerer @) arey avzar w1 eg foraffe,

&0 a2t amrrer endoll us el 6 adl 3 ceper 4.3 @5.0f. gfifder a5 aier & geon 3§ 7 @50l gfaifder o o aea &
o ad 2017-18 3 comror 13 Ry.aft. yfifdor sz ad 2018-19 3 19 Ri.aft. yfifor aw ag o

atrotofler yer dicfl oft &t avar @5 dies gor f¥en & aaar A ellest Hadd b R offeraft @ siffm wu 3 Ren srn 3 Tor wrde B Aloer e @ 30 yfrer @b aiol @1 gz
arzcfdfen & fere ad 2015-16 i sifererder arcff g &bt o1 3 sra 219ft ual & Fre g1 yfagen @) swerren sien &) 2Morer #fZen @ urzeidion emat A Juassvr I Fu A ge! Rsen
31'&113|

#rotofler 2et aicft Sft of wer @ et Rrafdenerr &t sféar b aser yraar d asicr Rer sl el Yo st 6 usaer & aid 3

fEsfieer éf¥en & sivwlr Jo yaerer gorrelt (¢.oa.uet.) ool g ot a1 3, soded ydesr Mger & sodedt 3 27,000 wor.dt. &t wat a3 Bl 64 a3rs wuw & aaa
¢ 8 alie 53 s wue gca & Angea 22,000 wan.dl. sau Rifsea Reen srn 3

Jforil & enfeyell @t "ot sy el giefler sunall 3 Sucren weret w1 yzara & # soroftr et oft A ameje warn & 7 Ay Aadl & sismey, fer A Awdl-feidl, sismy,
citeval serer-uf¥drior @t ot G 2rer 3 @1 warel & gur &I S,

+*SHRI B. SRIRAMULU (BELLARY): I convey my profound thanks to the Railways Minister for presenting yet another commendable proposal to
inject freshness and new life to our Railway which was almost paralyzed during the UPA regime owing to bad financing.

It is the sheer determination, prudent management and innovative thinking of our Railway Minister and the encouragement of our Prime Minister that
the railway is coming back to the tracks after being derailed for almost a decade.

I sincerely thank the Railway Minister for his steely resolve to rejuvenate, restructure and reorganize the ailing sector.

The initiative of the Government to rationalize the tariff structure, Rail Mitra Sewa, hourly booking of Rest Rooms, cleanliness in coaches, there are
many schemes for the common man.

This is a rail budget with a vision to make the life of the common man better, rationalizing expenditure, creating avenues for employment; a Rail
university in Vadodara, giving impetus to Make in India are among the many positives of the budget.

I am particularly thankful to the Railway Minister for increasing the budget 2016-17 by 19 per cent from the previous year in the outlay for Karnataka.
The suburban rail system for Bengaluru, Hubballi -Ankola new line and others would help augment the revenue, besides opening opportunities for the
people of Karnataka to a great extent.

As we all know that the Ministry has allocated Rs.2,779 crore to Karnataka for various Railway works, as against Rs. 2,496 crore sanctioned in 2015-
16, the average allocation by our government has been Rs. 2,196.7 crore, as against Rs.853 crore allocated during the UPA regime, an increase by



163 per cent.

I would like to request the Hon'ble Shri Suresh Prabhu Ji for considering the new line between Almatti and Koppal, which can drastically reduce the
distance between Vijayapura and Bengaluru.

Moreover, the unmanned Railway crossings should also get a lift in my constituency, Bellary so that rail and road traffic can be smoothened besides
averting any mishap. Alternatively, the Railways should think of constructing over bridges or under bridges to avert such inconveniences to the
people of Bellary.

I am happy that two new line surveys- Gulbarga -Latur (148 kms) and Dharwad-Lokapur (95kms) -have been ordered. Also Line doubling between
Netravati Bridge- Mangaluru Central, Birur-Shivamogga, and Sakleshpur-Subrahmanya Road too have been sanctioned.

I also request the Railway Minister to provide a time line to the sanctioned new lines- Nanjangud-Nilambur (236kms), Mysuru-Kushalnagar (85kms),
Talaguppa-Siddapura (16kms), Bangarpet-Mulbagal (40kms), Talaguppa-Honnavar (82kms), and Dharwad- Belagavi (91kms) -to be executed under
the extra-budgetary resources funding. Also, as regards the work progress on kotturu-Harihara via Harappanahalli (65 kms) in this budget, we got

good response.

I understand the resource constraint of the Minister but would humbly request him to consider my proposals.
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HON. SPEAKER: Now,the Hon. Minister of Railways.

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI SURESH PRABHU): Hon. Speaker Madam, I wish to thank you for allowing me to make this presentation on the
various demands and ideas that were raised by as many as 104 Members of Parliament who spoke. Of course, there have been many more who have
laid their statements on the Table of the House. Let me take this opportunity to thank each one of them for being part of this discussion, being part
of the process. I know most of them, an overwhelming number of them, maybe 90 to 95 per cent of them have appreciated these efforts of making
Railways better and this Budget for 2016-17 is one more step which will also hasten this process of making this national asset, a most precious
national asset, a far better organization than what it is now. So, I really thank each one of them for doing that. Literally the Members burnt the
midnight oil because yesterday the discussion went on almost till midnight. Therefore, I really wish to thank each one of the Members who
participated.

The Budget for 2016-17 was made in very challenging times. It was the toughest year There was tepid growth of economy,especially in the

core sectorinternational slowdown and there was the 7t" Pay Commission . The, National Council for Applied Economic Research which made a
report on freight has said very interestingly that the shortfall in loading is due to factors extraneous to Railways. This was on account of less
imported coal, cement, iron ore, depressed steel demand, decentralized procurement of foodgrains and global slow-down which have impacted the
loading containers by almost 8.80 million tonnes. So, this has been really extraneocus reasons which affected the Budget. But despite that, I am very
happy to say that we could make a lot of efforts and I will come to it.

The strategy we adopted was really speaking a three-pronged strategy. One is obviously the capacity augmentation because all the Members
want more capacity to be created. For the first time, we have also tried to add new sources of revenue, not only from traditional sources but also
from non-rail operation which has to happen because globally the non-rail operations account for as much as 35 per cent in some cases. Therefore,



this was another strategy, and then there was cost operations optimization. This is probably an unprecedented effort in Railways where we are not
just increasing the revenue but we are also targeting the reduction in the cost of operation. This is probably for the first time we are trying to do it
on such a large magnitude. I really wish to thank all the Members for appreciating this.

This year the Plan Budget is Rs 1,21,000 crore. Some Members asked about how we are financing. I will come to it. It is 21 per cent higher than the
expected Plan for the previous year Even in the year 2015-16, the year which will close in the next few days, we will surpass the target of
commissioning 2,500 kilometres of broad gauge line. In 2016-17, we will be commissioning 2,800 kilometres of broad gauge line. In this Budget, 90
new projects involving a total investment of Rs 1,26,172 crore covering about 8,432 kilometres have been included. In railway electrification, which
is also the demand of several Members of parliament, 1,600 kilometres is to be electrified in 2015-16 and next year it will be 2,000 kilometres. So,
we are really trying to work on this. So, this is the strategy for capacity augmentation.

The second is the new sources of revenue. We have already started doing a full market study because we have been seeing that Railways has been
traditionally depending on very few commaodities. It is a very risky business if you depend on a few commodities. If there is a slowdown for whatever
reasons, you will not be able to do the business properly. So, we are trying to do a proper study. We are also starting Roll-on Roll-off pilot time
tabled freight trains multi-point loading. We are also giving a big push for expanding containerization and this is something in which opening of part-
load good sheds for containers is already being planned. Building terminal capacity to handle increased conventional and new traffic, modernization
of goods shed and load site warehousing has already been started. This is to bring in more revenues to the Railway from traditional source that is
the freight which is the two-third of the revenue.

On passengers, we are already estimated to grow at one per cent, the point that you made but the increase of 12.4 per cent is because actually we
are running new train services like Tejas and Hamsafar which will be covering costs completely. So, here we will not be losing money.

We will also add capacity for unreserved and reserved travel with more than three air-conditioned coaches where the same number of passengers
will yield higher revenues. Working out such permutations while retaining the same number of passengers we would be able to recover higher
revenues from them.

The non-fare revenues is something which we will have to pay a lot of thrust. I am happy that some Members mentioned about it. The new strategy
we are doing is revamping the parcel business; advertising will be increased at least six times. These are activities we are working on. Monetizing
data and software is something which for the very first time we are trying to do; not only in India, probably anywhere. The amount of data the
Railways collects is huge. Eight billion passengers travel by the Railways every year. This is the largest number anywhere. So, why should we not
use the data available to us and try to monetise it so that we can start to earn revenue? All of this in turn will ensure the long-term financial viability
of the Railways. This should be the concern of all of us because this is a national asset. This, in turn, will help us to bring more money for different
projects that the Members of Parliament keep talking about. This is the monetising of land.. This year, we have done a great effort. This year it will
again increase. This is for revenue augmentation.

The third is cost optimisation of operations. This year, Rs. 1,500 crore are being saved on account of this. This is directly on quantitative terms. On
electricity, an annualised saving of Rs. 3,000 crore is to be achieved by the end of this year, a year before commitment. We are also working on
administrative expenses to be curtailed. This has happened this year An austerity drive has been planned to really reduce it in a substantive
manner. This is something which was the strategy. This strategy has been implemented in a big way. I will come to it later. This is something which

has happened.

I talked about the capital expenditure on the Plan side. I am very happy to say that we have been able to increase the Plan size to make Railways
sustainable. If you do not invest in Railways, the present operation itself will suffer At the same time, I really feel that I should accept all the
demands of all the Members of Parliament. But how can I do that unless I have more resources available? The resources can come through capital
expenditure. Capital expenditure will create new lines, will actually add capacity. To do that, we have to increase the Capex. Therefore, we are
working on that.

For every rupee we spend in the Railways we have a five times better impact on the economy as a whole. So, if one rupee is invested in the
Railways, five rupees will be the benefit that will accrue to the economy. Therefore, we have decided to increase the capital expenditure on the Plan
side.

There are some very illustrious Members sitting here. They know that the Finance Ministry was the sole source of giving revenue outside of the
Railways' own resources. The Railways has suffered because the Finance Ministry again has a similar problem like the Railways have. Therefore,
because of the competitive demands on the Ministry of Finance from the social sector, from the infrastructure sector, we were not able to get the
type of money we wanted. If the Finance Ministry gives more money that adds to fiscal deficit. In reality, if the fiscal deficit goes beyond a particular
level, it affects all segments of the economy. If the fiscal deficit increases, the rate of interest will go up; it will affect the Railways' borrowing
programme; it will also affect the corporate borrowing programme; it will affect the Government borrowing and the State Government borrowing; it
will impact everybody. So, we decided that we would not only be relying on the capital expenditure coming from the Main Budget but we would also
do on our own. What was the result, Madam? I am very happy to say that in the last few years our capital expenditure has increased considerably. I
will come to it later to tell you how we have been able to increase it from previous ten years to now. But I would like just to give an outline because
many of the Members have asked for it. I will give only few figures.

For Assam and the North-East, in 2013-14, we were able to put in Rs. 2,330 crore; last year, for 2015-16, it was, Rs. 5,368 crore, which is more
than double; this year again, it is Rs. 5, 043 crore. In the case of Bihar, the 2013-14 allocation was Rs. 1,244.8 crore; we had increased it last year
to Rs. 2,849 crore; this year, it has been increased again to Rs. 3,222 crore. For Jammu and Kashmir, it was only Rs. 1,044.7 crore in 2013-14; this
year, we have taken it to Rs. 1,558 crore. I can go on and on but just talking about Karnataka for 2013-14, the allocation was Rs. 909.4 crore; we
have increased it to Rs. 3,129 crore this year.

In Kerala the allocation was Rs.260.4 crore in 2013-14 which has gone up to Rs.1,098 crore in 2015-16 and Rs.1,016 crore in 2016-17.



In the same way I can talk about Odisha, one of the States I want to mention because it is a State which has been far neglected despite the fact
that it has huge natural resources which can fuel the growth in the economy as a whole. In 2013-14 the allocation was Rs.812 crore, last year we
made it Rs.2,712 crore and this year it is Rs.4,380 crore. This I am telling not to make any political capital but wherever it was needed we have tried
to increase it.

In the case of West Bengal in 2013-14 it was Rs.1,604 crore and this year it is Rs. 2,827 crore. So, I am just giving you some figures to show that
we are trying to increase the allocation.

In Assam and North East, if you compare previous ten years figures, it has gone up by 151 per cent, 97 per cent in case of many States but I am
deliberately not mentioning the NDA ruled States. In most of the other States like Odisha it has gone up by 292 per cent. In Tamil Nadu it has gone
up by 77 per cent. In fact, we wanted to give more. I have requested the hon. Chief Minister to sign an agreement with us so that we can take it
forward. I know, right now we cannot do anything because of elections but post elections we will definitely work on it.

All T am trying to say is this was possible only because of increasing the capital expenditure. In the last ten years, the average electrification was
807 kms. This year, it has reached 1500 Kms. So, it has increased almost hundred per cent. During 2008-2014, 658 ROB/RUB/subways were
constructed as against an average of 1,037 during the years 2014-16. So, we have achieved more on all fronts. I will just give you an example.

During UPA-I, the average new line added per year was 1,477 kms. Which of course, thanks to Shri Kharge, we have achieved 1,520 kms. Now, I am
happy to say the average of last two years is 2,292 kms. So, we have increased the speed of implementation and we are trying to take it to the new
level.

Talking about implementation, I am very happy to say that the Budget for the year 2015-16 was said to be a good Budget by many but a question
was asked as to whether it is a dream Budget and how we will implement it. Madam, I am happy to say that as a first step in the Railways we have
attached an Action Taken Report on all the points that were mentioned in my previous Budget speech. I am very happy to say that 139 of those
points have been attached. I would request all the Members to go through it.

In 2015-16 the speed of commissioning of Broad Guage track was seven kms. per day as against an average of 4.3 kms. a day in the last six
years. This speed will increase to about 13 kms. per day in 2017-18 and 19 kms. per day in 2018-19. This is something which we are trying to do.

I will give you another example. This is all done through a combined wisdom of all of you. We delegated powers to General Managers which
has resulted into faster decision-making. One General Manager has written a letter to our Finance Commissioner saying that tenders of about Rs.75
crore are now getting finalised in 83 days as opposed to 500 days earlier due to delegation of power. So, this has resulted into faster action and,
therefore, we are trying to monitor it very rigorously.

There is e-Sameeksha, a weekly monitoring IT based mechanism has been developed. My colleague, Shri Manoj Sinha, myself and also the
Chairman Railway Board monitor it every week to make it happen.

We have also started seven missions for key areas like 25T Axel Load, Zero Accident, Procurement and Consumption Efficiency, Accounting
Reforms, Network Utilisation, Increasing Speed and Commissioning of 100 new Freight sidings. We have also signed MoUs with various zones so that
we can take it forward.

Madam, some Members have asked me about the utility of debt and how this will be affecting us. I would just like to give you some flavour of it and
I fully understand that everybody has a right to ask such questions. German Railways have a debt of 16 billion Euros. Chinese Railways, which is
talked about as a great organisation which has been able to achieve faster delivery, debt in 2013 was 420 odd billion US Dollars. China Railway
Corporation has 2.84 trillion Yuan assets with a debt of 4.68 trillion Yuan. So, the debt is more than the asset. The asset to debt ratio is 62 per cent.
Japan has a debt of 32 billion Dollars. As against this, I am very happy to say that our debt is hardly anything. It is not substantial. So, I want to
assure that this is not going to result into any challenge.

We have already talked about private participation. Some Members have raised an issue about private participation. I would like to tell you that
private participation in Railways was started in 2002 when Adipur-Mundra Port Project was sanctioned. Subsequently, I am happy to say that all the
succeeding Ministers from all the Parties supported the idea. In fact, in all the Budget speeches they have been mentioning about PPP. So, this is not
something which we can say that we have invented but this is something which we really need to take forward to make sure that this will result into
different advantage to different kinds of people.

One of my colleagues raised an issue as to why we should have PPP. I would like to mention only about two States. In Kerala the State Government
has 11 PPP projects costing Rs.10,56.44 crore. In West Bengal there are 13 projects — this is from the official website of the Government — costing
Rs.1472 crore. This is something which even State Governments want to do and rightly so because without PPP, without getting additional funding
how are you going to fulfil the aspirations of a large number of people who want better services and better facilities. What I have told you about the
PPP is PPP project of the State Government for various purposes. So, I support their idea.

This year, as I said, our Capex is Rs.1,21,000 crore. You wanted to know how we are going to get it. Madam, Rs.34,220 crore is coming from the
Ministry of Finance as a gross Budgetary support. Internal generation will bring in Rs.7000 crore; Rs.7160 crore is depreciation, development fund is
Rs.2515 crore, safety fund is Rs.10,780 crore and extra budget resources are Rs.59,325 crore. This is something which is going to be the source of
funding. This is completely financially tabulated figure. It is not something that we are just talking about. I am very happy to say that Railways are
gearing up to meet the growing demand of different sectors, segments and different States. To meet that we are actually trying to create new
resources and we are going to make it happen.

Madam, Members have asked me about the operating ratio. I explained in the beginning that there was a shortfall in the revenue, which was
completely extraneous to the Railways but we came up with the due plan and saved as much as Rs. 8720 crore of expenditure so that we could
achieve an operating ratio of 90 per cent. I do not want to give any promise but we are still working to improve this operating ratio this year itself.



We have already got more revenue. We are working on February-March Plan. We are also working after the presentation of the Budget. I am not
promising but maybe we will be able to improve this ratio further. Our next year's target is 92 per cent.

I may tell you that after every Pay Commission the operating ratio has shot up by several points. This time it has gone up marginally because,
as I mentioned earlier our strategy is that we are restricting the growth of working expenses to only 11.6 per cent which includes the Pay
Commission liability. We are also trying to reduce the plan diesel and electricity consumption, not the amount. Amount will be saved anyway. We are
trying to reduce by way of energy conservation. We are going to generate revenue, which is also targeted, as I mentioned earlier, by bringing in all
points together. This is something which will be bringing in new benefits to the Railways.

Some Members have raised the issue of depreciation. We have the right to know it. I am very happy to say that depreciation is required for
renewal of track, replacement of over-aged wagons and other Railway assets. Accumulated arrears of track renewal has come down from 7,588
kilometres to 5,300 kilometres. So, we have been actually taking up a massive drive to increase it. The number of over age wagons has come down
from 14,649 as on 31.3.2008 to 6,177 on 31.3.2014 and has come down further since then. It has been achieved because of improvement in asset
quality, due to modemisation, increase in life-cycle, requiring lesser maintenance, standardisation of track structure through 60 kg. rails and PSC
sleepers.

I am also happy to say that when we have more and more bio-toilets in the coaches, this will reduce the corrosion of tracks thereby lowering
maintenance that is required. So, this will also help us indirectly because this is also one of the reasons of tracks getting corroded.

Expenditure on DRF has remained around Rs.7000 crore to Rs.7,300 crore from the year 2012-13. So, some of the Members who have been just
saying that this year we have brought down and therefore, this is a problem, I may tell them that in 2012-13, it was in the region of Rs.7,000 crore
to Rs.7,300 crore. In fact, in 2012-13, it was Rs.7,045 crore. Therefore, despite this, we have been able to maintain it. So, I would like to assure the
House that DRF is something which should not be deliberated upon.

Madam, let me briefly tell you about some of the issues that were raised by the Members. Many Members wanted to know in this Budget what is
there for the common man. I am happy to say that this Budget has everything for the common man. In fact, the common man is the centre of this
budget. Therefore, we have started Antyodaya Express. We have started 2-4 new Deen Dayal coaches. We are going to sell tickets through hand-
held terminals; sale of platform tickets through ticket vending machines; e-ticketing facilities through debit and credit cards; facility of 139 helpline;
bar-coded tickets, progressive CCTV coverage at Tatkal counters; etc. We have started Vikalp which will allow the passengers to have a choice;
IRCTC managed catering service which will improve the food quality, etc. We are extending e-catering to 408 stations which means all A1 and A
class stations will have this facility. Exploring making mandatory services optional and I can go on and on but there are many things which are
actually meant only for the benefit of common man as also for the weaker sections. That is the fundamental reason why our Prime Minister keeps
saying that the very existence of the Government is to benefit the weaker sections and the common people. So, there are many more things which
are actually targeted for the weaker sections.

I am very happy that some of my sisters have mentioned about how women are going to be benefited from this. I do not want to repeat it but this is
something which is for the women, for the Scheduled Castes, for the Scheduled Tribes, for the Self-Help Groups and many others.

Somebody raised an issue about recruitment of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. In 2008, 8146 ST/SC backlog vacancies were to be filled up.
Now we have brought down the backlog and now 99.55 per cent vacancies have been filled up. So I am very happy to say that we have been able to
do that. Another issue which people have raised is about recruitment. I am very happy to say that we are talking about even stalls where the SC/ST
will be properly taken care of.

Some Members have raised the issue about examination and we have already started on line examination which will stop hoodwinking of the people
and getting cheated because people claim that they can get them jobs and in turn they get cheated. So, we have started on line examination. We
are making sure that to happen in future in all the recruitments including recruitment through recruitment boards.

Madam the speed of the train and not the speed of my speech is something which the people have been talking about. Therefore, I have said that a
separate mission is being carried out to improve the speed of trains. The new rolling stock which can run at 200 kilometres an hour is being
produced and would be available soon.

Operation audit is being conducted at Ghaziabad-Mughalsarai section which is the major cause of delay in running of loading trains. Most of the
Members of Parliament coming from Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and West Bengal suffer because of lack of proper leeway. Therefore, we are conducting the
audit at Ghaziabad-Mughalsarai section which is the root cause of the problem.

Now we are starting Tajas which will show case the future of train travel in India operating at speeds of 130 kilometres and above. So, we are
actually trying to work on that.

Obviously, the Members have expressed the concern about safety. Though the accidents have come down yet I am not happy with that. As Kharge
Saheb would know having been a very distinguished Minister that RUBs and ROBs are necessary to avoid level crossing because it is the root cause
of the accidents. We have planned a massive programme and a central fund for this purpose is being created. This year we are also increasing the
fund from Central Road Fund which has increased to Rs.3000 crore. We have created a separate mission for safety under which elimination of all
unmanned level crossings and train collusion avoidance system will be taken up on a mission mode. We have already started working on that. Anti-
falling measures to be undertaken for a city like Mumbai. That is @ major problem. We are also working on Web-enabled monitoring instrument in
100 minimum to important bridges to monitor the water level. This also was one of the root causes of the accidents. As you know, in the State of
Madhya Pradesh, an accident took place because of this.

Madam Speaker, as you would know station is a place where people are looking forward to development. I have already announced that we are
working on a PPP model to develop the stations and in some cases we are also involving the PSUs. These PSUs will be able to take it up on faster
bid. The financial bid for Habibganj station, this is not something for which I will take credit; this was going on for some time, has been received and



we will take it forward. Five more stations namely, Anand Vihar, Brijbasan, Chandigarh, Shivaji Nagar and Gandhi Nagar will be out for bidding very
soon. The Cabinet has approved for 400 stations development. Stakeholder consultations for model stations are underway. Aesthetic improvement
has already happened in many States, in Rajasthan where local art has been depicted in most of the stations.

Madam Speaker, many hon. Members have raised the question about Bullet Trains. Kharge Saab has very rightly said that this Bullet train has been
announced to run between Mumbai and Ahmedabad because the hon. Prime Minister can come to Ahmedabad and I can go to meet him. I must
compliment the previous Government for being so visionary. When they started talking to Japan about this project when Dr. Manmohan Singh was
the Prime Minister, they knew that very soon Shri Modi is going to be the Prime Minister and Shri Suresh Prabhu is going to be the Railway Minister. I
really must thank my friends in the Opposition for being so forthright in terms of thinking that they could really realise that Ahmedabad and Mumbai
should be chosen for running of the Bullet train. It is the previous Government that decided on this route and not us. So, this route between
Ahmedabad and Mumbai is something which we have already started working on and we will take it forward.

Hon. Members have raised a very valid point. In fact, Shri Tariq Anwar also raised this issue. Why should we spend so much on one project? That is
the question. Why can we not spend the same amount of money on the rest of the activities? It is a valid question and I will make an effort to
answer this. First of all, this is a stand-alone project. This project is more or less on the self-financing mode. The Japanese Government has decided
to give us almost the entire cost at an interest rate of 0.1 per cent to be repayable in 50 years and that for the first 15 years we do not have to
service it. So, if you ask a banker he will tell you that it is not only free but it is more than that. Eighty-five per cent of this will be manufactured in
India. The entire technology of knowing about it and the spin off benefit of this will be felt all across the railway network, In fact, I will tell you
something. There was an understanding signed by the previous Government. They said that we should explore the feasibility and that is why they
came. I personally requested the hon. Prime Minister of Japan and also our hon. Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi prevailed on it and he requested
him not to confine this to one project partnership and please come in and help us develop the railway network and try to increase the safety
standards of Indian railways because the Japanese standards are the highest and the best in the world. Japan almost has a Zero accident rate. It
cannot be surpassed by any other country. So, we requested them to tie up with us. We have already signed an agreement so that our RDSO and
Japanese Research Organisation could work with us. So, this again is a benefit to the entire system. This is not just confined to this project. It is not
that the money was not available for any other project. Therefore, this is not something which we should keep in mind. I am very happy to say that
this high speed train will actually help in all other systems. I will give an example. When the former Prime Minister Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee started a
programme for roads and then subsequent Governments followed it up. It is not the road sector which alone benefited from that programme. We
could get the best technology for road making in India. The type of instruments that came in benefited the other sectors as well. So, when we get
this technology we will actually be getting the benefit of this technology all across the country. Please do not think that this is one single project. We
are talking about complete revamping of the railway network which are taking it forward and are taking it to a new level.

So, please be assured that we are not only focussing on one project but this is something which is part of the project. Our idea is to use the public
money exclusively for the development of the network where people travel. But this measure will again benefit the people. Please try to understand
this point....(Interruptions)

HON. SPEAKER: Only the Minister's speech will go on record.
(Interruptions)a€; *

SHRI SURESH PRABHU: States are very important partners and therefore, we are not able to develop the network without getting the States on
board. So, we decided to form the Joint Venture Company with the States. I am very happy to say that several State Governments have come
forward for it. We are now trying to make new State JVs and therefore, this again will bring in a new paradigm shift in terms of getting cooperative
federalism and also getting the States to grow faster. They will decide the priorities. We will work with them and thus the new network development
will start. This will open a new avenue for development. This is a new idea that we are trying to bring in. There was an idea of SPV. This is a joint
venture. One of the States has agreed for it. Karnataka and most of the 16 States have agreed for it. Kerala has agreed for it. I am very happy about
it and I really thank them. Kerala has been at the receiving end for a long time. So, we decided that we will make a Joint Venture Company with
them and also take it forward.

As regards North-East and Jammu and Kashmir, they have been the focal point of our activities. This year, in the North-East, we have already
commissioned Lumding-Silchar gauge conversion. This has really resulted into benefits for the people. The hon. Member is not present here now. But
she was there when we started trains from that part of the country. The first train from Barak Valley to Delhi was also launched very recently. I have
done many things which I do not want to repeat as this is part of my Budget speech.

In Jammu and Kashmir also, we have increased the amount. Therefore, we are able to take it forward.

There are many other important information in the Budget which talks about reforming the system itself. One is the project and the other is
reforming the system itself. So, we are talking about making sure that we need a regulatory framework about which most distinguished Members of
Parliament including the former Prime Minister made a very statesmanly speech yesterday. He really brought out the crux of the problem. One of the
things he said is that the fare should really be increased so that it will cover the cost. He has correctly pointed it out. Whenever you raise it, there
are more questions raised than the fare rise. Therefore, we are trying to create a new mechanism whereby there will be a proper system that will be
put in place. ...(Interruptions)

Therefore, we are also trying to structure the Railway Board on a business line forming cross sectoral directorate and it is something on which we
are also working. We are also working on planning and investment organisation. We are trying to set up a holding company for the Railway PSUs
creating a separate organisation called Special Railway Establishment for Strategic Technology and Holistic Advancement (SRESTHA) for research
and development. We are also creating an organisation or a Special Unit for Transportation Research and Analytics (SUTRA) for data analytics
expeditions 25 tonne axle load operations increasing the speed and other things will also happen.

All these things will in turn bring in structural reforms and structural changes in the Railways.



We are also happy to say that we are launching a new Central IT-ERP base programme so that all operations will be IT integrated.

I know that when Shri Madhavrao Scindia was the Railway Minister, he started computerisation. We really need a huge push to make enterprise
resource planning to be rolled out. This will be a huge project spanning multiple years and would unleash significant benefits through cost
optimisation, improve asset utilisation and also bring in the type of efficiency you want.

We are also focussing on transparency in a big way. Already I have said that we have started recruitment online in 2015-16 and now we want to
replicate this process for all positions.

Social media is being used. We are also doing all procurement including procurement for works which is now on the e-platform and it has completed
the trial process already.

We will have a new transfer policy for officers and as regards sale of scrap, it is 100 per cent computerised through e-auction. So, there is no scope
for any wrong doing.

Madam, many Members have raised about religious tourism. There are many religious places which have been mentioned. I am happy that we can
also include more places whenever it comes through. But we will definitely take it forward.

Madam, as you know, the Railways are going through a real crisis accumulated over years of time. So, there is no point in doing a blame game on
this.

We must try to work together and make sure that Railways remain out of political upmanship with each other. If we do that, the Railways will keep
suffering as it has suffered in the past.

My appeal to all the Members in the House is like this. As you have displayed during the debate, you have supported this Budget in a very
magnanimous manner. I urge upon you that the journey has just begun. We have a long way to go. Am I saying that we have changed the Railways
completely? No. I am not even saying that. But I am definitely saying that the Railways has improved in the last about two years a little more than
what it was. But does it mean that we have stopped here? No. We have a long way to go. There are many more things to be brought in and many
more things to be changed. To do that, we need multiple stakeholders participation. We need the support and help of each one of you.

Therefore, I request all the hon. Members, irrespective of party affiliations, to please support this effort. We will work together and I will take it
forward.

I know that individual Members have raised a number of problems and I appreciate it. I am also a Member of Parliament. In fact, I have been
a Member in this House for four terms. Therefore, I know the exact problems which Members of Parliament face. We are trying and attempting to
solve some of the problems in this Budget but not all the problems. I am aware of it. But we will definitely make an effort to address several of the
challenges as we go along and we look forward to work with you.

I seek the cooperation, support, help and participation of each Member of Parliament to make this happen. Thank you very much, Madam.
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PROF. SUGATA BOSE (JADAVPUR): Madam Speaker, I wish to seek a very small clarification about the Station Development Policy that the hon.
Railway Minister has announced. When I read his Policy it seems to me that the Railways believes itself to be a rentier or a zamindar, which will give
out certain contracts for station redevelopment to a single bidder.

The guestion that I have for him is whether the policy leaves room for multiple stakeholders to come together to provide a multiple range of public
goods through the PPP model. I say this because railway stations are not like airports. You cannot just give it to one private bidder. If you want to
build world class stations — I laud your objective and I praise your objective — then you also have to build world class urban infrastructure. Stations
are in the middle of cities or in the centre of towns. In Sonarpur and in Baruipur, the stations are at the city centre.

So, I would like to ask you whether your PPP model will allow for multiple stakeholders, perhaps in collaboration with State Governments, to
approach the Railways to redevelop the stations. This has not happened with Habibganj. That is why I am asking you to move from single bidder to
multiple stakeholders. Thank you.
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SHRI H.D. DEVEGOWDA (HASSAN): Madam Speaker, I do not want to make a speech; I only want to seek a clarification. Yesterday, I just
intervened for a few minutes. A project which has been sanctioned during my period — I was there for a short 10 months — out of the past 20 years,
NDA Government was there for six years; now, you have taken two years; UPA was there for 10 years. ...(Interruptions) It is not a question of
making any allegations against anybody. I know the responsibility. I know how things are going on in this country. Those who are empowered, they
can make anything. It is not the question of *Make in India' or “Make in Karnataka'. I can give any number of information about the discrimination
meted out to Karnataka. I do not want to be provocated unnecessarily by anybody.

We have electrification only from Chennai to Jolarpet. Shri Kharge is aware of it. I have given clearance during my period to take it up to
Mysuru, which is a historic city. Twenty years have passed but no doubling of railway line has taken place. I know, hon. Minister is committed to do
certain things during your period. I do not want to comment on “Bullet Train' project. You have taken certain major policy decisions where I have
also suggested even to increase the fare of railway traveling. Traveling in our country is too much. Some people may criticize me for this view. But



you have to generate revenue. We have taken a decision about cross-subsidisation by the general revenue to the tune of Rs.2,800 crore during our
period.

To connect two major harbours — Chennai and Mangalore — there is only a small gap. This project was sanctioned 20 years ago during my period.
Does it require 20 years? So, I can narrate many issues. I do not want to take the valuable time of this House. You have curtailed your speech; the
speed with which you made your speech is too much — it was more than the speed of the "bullet train'. I do not want to make any comment. I
would request for doubling of Mangalore-Hassan, Bengaluru-Mysuru, electrification and other projects which were sanctioned for the past 20 years
are at various stages of completion. Please see something is done. ...(Interruptions)

HON. SPEAKER: Yesterday, we had enough discussion on the Railway Budget. I do not think any other point is there to be discussed further. Hon.
Members, after his speech, you can meet the Minister.

...( Interruptions)

HON. SPEAKER: I know that. Hon. Minister will take care of the demands of Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Kerala and other States.
...(Interruptions)

HON. SPEAKER: Shri Devegowda, please take your seat. You have made your point. What is it?
...(Interruptions)

SHRI H.D. DEVEGOWDA : People in my hometown are suffering. For the last four years, I am struggling. I have written several letters to your
goodself and to the previous Government. Please, Sir, solve the problem. Kindly construct one more railway platform in Holenarasipura Railway
Station. ...(Interruptions)

HON. SPEAKER: I cannot allow, hon. Member. Otherwise, everybody will seek clarifications.

...(Interruptions)

SHRI SURESH PRABHU: Madam, some clarifications were raised by some Members. Shri Kharge has asked about the physical target. In fact from
page 6 to page 8 of the Explainatory Memorandum on the Railway Budget 2016-17, all the physical targets have been given. In addition to this, I
have just now mentioned about how physical targets have been achieved. Not just financial targets but I have also mentioned about the physical
targets.

About creation of Divisions, I know that many States have demanded it. We have to look into it. I know that they are talking about three but there
are many demands for creation of Divisions. With regard to High Speed Railway, we have said that we are trying to focus on that and we have
created a Special Purpose Vehicle to implement that.

Prof. Sugata Bose raised a very important issue. I would like to mention that we are definitely willing to look into it. He has raised a very valid point.
But we cannot have just a single bid for it. There will be multiple stake holders and how to do it is a very challenging thing because we want to make
it a completely transparent process. We are trying to look into that and that is why I talked about the model concessionaire agreement and so we
would like to work on it. In fact, I am thinking of creating a new organisation which will take care of development of stations in a very transparent
manner.

Madam, our former Prime Minister Deve Gowdaji has raised an issue. I have deliberately not answered it. There are many individual issues that have
been raised by various Members. We have considered all the issues and we will try to do as much as possible. But I cannot reply to all the points
here because this is a general debate.

With these words, I would request the august House to pass the Demands for Grants on Account. Thank you.

HON. SPEAKER: I shall now put the Demands for Grants on Account (Railways) for 2016-17 to the vote of the House.
The question is:

"That the respective sums not exceeding the amounts shown in the third column of the Order Paper be granted to the President of

India, out of the Consolidated Fund of India, on account, for or towards defraying the charges during the year ending the 31%t day of
March, 2017, in respect of the heads of Demands entered in the second column thereof against Demand Nos. 1 to 16."

The motion was adopted.

HON. SPEAKER: I shall now put the Supplementary Demand for Grant (Railways) for 2015-16 to the vote of the House.



The question is:

"That the supplementary sums not exceeding the amounts shown in the third column of the Order Paper be granted to the President of

India, out of the Consolidated Fund of India, to defray the charges that will come in course of payment during the year ending the 315t
day of March, 2016, in respect of the head of Demand entered in the second column thereof against Demand No. 16."

Supplementary Demands for Grants (Railways) for 2015-16 voted by Lok Sabha

No. of Demand Name of Demand Amount of
Supplementary
Demands for Grants
voted by the House

1 2 3

16 Assets-Acquisition, Contruction
and Replacement

Other Expenditure
; 1,000
Capital
1015,58,92,000
Railway Safety Fund
Total 1015,58,93,000
The motion was adopted.
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