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Title: Further discussion on resolution regarding implementation of recommendations of National Commission on Farmers moved by Shri Raju Sheeti
on 18.07.2014 (Discussion not concluded).

HON. CHAIRPERSON : Now, let us take up Private Members' Resolutions. Shri Raju Shetti to continue.
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(Shri Hukmdeo Narayan Yadav in the Chair)

5 @iy 3 9icf} e oo of e forofer &) 3 2w A Rerdt o § o g A oft Rordt wxn & [ 5o So1 B yarer aicfl of 521 J91 B R2reil o v gaer & &) Iodion
asal & fp g srwelor ameller u2 sprer aed)) safeme 3 el oft 2 feret avaen & o & 531 Jeor 3 @d [ &a qa Si, saifdoneer e & Buifol vz spier ws 33 8

Ftotofter Jemaley : germa gy gan
"efg 21T 2R A 3pfs dudt & fp ag Py gy A siwe O g7 weor B R el puw awpn B ' raefonest il B o A ot smerr sen 8, &6t
Rrwifyell @ ermsy avzat B e gandt wan som "

SHRI ADHIR RANJAN CHOWDHURY (BAHARAMPUR): Mr. Chairman, Sir, I would appreciate Shri Raju Shetty who has brought forward this
Resolution with regard to the implementation of the recommendations of the National Commission of Farmers.

As we all know, the Commission was led by Dr. Swaminathan and it is recognized as the Swaminathan Commission. The Father of the Nation,
Mahatma Gandhi, who led the farmers of Champaran towards the freedom struggle, was quoted as having said: "India begins and ends in villages."
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru exhorted: "everything else can wait but agriculture." Sardar Vallabhai Patel exhorted " I believe in one culture, that is,
agriculture.” So, naturally, India is very much an agricultural country. Even in Kautilya's Arthashastra, it is found that there is a recitation for the
Lord:

"Salutation to Lord Prajapathi Kashyapa.

Let the crops flourish always.

Let the Goddess reside in the grain and seed."
So, this is India where since time immemorial we have to rely upon agriculture and the farmers are the founders of our civilization and prosperity.
The Swaminathan Commission was constituted by enshrining the terms of reference:

"To work out a comprehensive medium-term strategy for food and nutrition security in the country in order to move towards the goal of
universal food security over time;

Propose methods of enhancing productivity, profitability and sustainability of the major farming systems of the country; suggest policy reforms to
substantial increase flow of rural credit to all farmers; formulate special programmes for dry land farming for farmers in the arid and semi-arid
regions, as well as for farmers for hilly and coastal areas; suggest measures for enhancing the quality of cost competitiveness of farm commodities
s0 as to make them globally competitive; protecting farmers from imports when international prices fall sharply; empowering elected local bodies to
collect effectively; and conserve and improve the ecological foundation for sustainable agriculture.

The then UPA Government has approved the recommendations of the Dr. Swaminathan Commission and adopted various initiatives in order to
implement the recommendations to the extent of the financial capacity of the country. Here, Rajiv Shetty ji was pleading for more subsidy to the
farmers of our country but this Government has been caught in a great quandary.
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oft arefle tor dterft = 212, ad 2004-05 wes efdfor wric 3, The Mid-Term Appraisal of the 10t Five Year Plan reviewed, for the first time, the depressing
trend in agriculture and proposed multi-pronged steps to address the malaise. How was it done? A substantial correction began to be made in 2004-
05 with increased allocation for various departments concerned with the development of agriculture, animal husbandry and agricultural research and
education. During 2005-06, a National Horticulture Mission became operational and it extended the programme beyond fruits and vegetables and
embraced medicinal plants and spices. A centrally-sponsored scheme called the Support to State Extension Programmes for Extension Reforms was
launched in 2005-06. In 2005-06, a National Fund for Basic, Strategic and Frontier Application Research in Agriculture and a National Agricultural
Innovation Project were launched. It was, at that time, as per the recommendations of the Swaminathan Committee that agricultural trade was
opened up by the government under the World Trade Organisation. These were also attempts to reform domestic agricultural marketing through the
formulation of a model Agricultural Produce Marketing Committee (APMC) Act in 2003. You know that model APMC Act was conceived by the former
Government. emrze 3&1 @ a1 & Total gross capital formation as a percentage of agricultural GDP averaged 12.9 per cent during the five-year period
ending 2003-04. swopemer sft @t @ za1 & But thereafter it steadily increased from 13.5 per cent in 2004-05 to 17 per cent in 2012-13. Increases in public
investment in agriculture, though moderate, aided significant increases in private investment. Private investment to agricultural GDP ratios, which
had hovered around 10 per cent to 11 per cent for quite some years, shot up to over 14 per cent in 2008-09 and remained at that level thereafter.
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SHRI K. PARASURAMAN (THANJAVUR): Hon. Chairman, Sir, Thanjavur constituency in the State of Tamil Nadu needs to be provided sufficient funds
for various agriculture and animal husbandry schemes. Thanjavur is the granary of South India, where most of the people are dependent on
agriculture. On behalf of the hon. Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, Puratchi Thalaivi Amma, I thank the Government for the allocation of adequate funds
for agriculture, animal husbandry, rural development and several other welfare schemes.

An amount of Rs.1,000 crore has been allocated for agricultural farmers and irrigation under the Prime Minister's Irrigation Scheme. Shyama Prasad
Mukherjee Rurban Mission aims to provide road facilities to rural areas. Deendayal Upadhyaya Rural Jyoti Scheme aims to provide electricity facility
to villages. In order to make the people of Tamil Nadu benefited by these schemes, necessary funds should be allocated to the State. The Union
Government has proposed to set up agricultural research institutions in Assam and Jharkhand at a cost of Rs.100 crore. I request that such an
institution be set up in Tamil Nadu, particularly in Thanjavur.

An amount of Rs.50 crore has been allocated for inland fishing and cattle breeding. Hon. Amma provide milch cows, goats to the people below
poverty line in Tamil Nadu in order to uplift them. The Union Government should also allocate adequate and requisite funds for Tamil Nadu for
implementing schemes relating to agriculture and animal husbandry.

I wish to bring to your kind notice the importance of conservation of historical moat of Thanjavur Big Temple, rainwater harvesting and revival of
water bodies in my Thanjavur constituency. Thanjavur district stands unique from time immemorial for its agricultural activities and is rightly
acclaimed as the granary of South India. It lies in the deltaic region of famous river Cauvery and criss-crossed by lengthy network of irrigation canals,
green paddy fields, mango gardens and other vegetation.

Brahadeeswarar Temple, which is called the Big Temple is on the UNESCO World Heritage Site. It is also known as the Great Living Chola Temples.

This is one of the largest temples in India which is 1000 years old. The temple complex sits on the banks of a river that was channelled to a moat
formed 1500 years ago. At present, this moat is filled with debris and vegetation. It is the need of the hour to renovate this moat so as to attract
large number of tourists to this temple in Thanjavur. Desilting and underground water connectivity at the moat is the need of the hour. Existing moat

can be rejuvenated at a cost of Rs.200 crores.

In order to make Thanjavur regain its traditional admires, I urge the hon. Minister of Environment and Forests to sanction adequately to the project
of rejuvenation of moat of Thanjavur Big Temple.

Sir, an amount of Rs.7060 crore has been allocated for creating 100 Smart Cities throughout the country. Many cities of Tamil Nadu, particularly

Thanjavur should be included in the list of Smart Cities. Thanjavur has thousand years of history and tradition. Thousand years old Brahadeeswarar
Temple is in Thanjavur. UNESCO has declared Darasuram Iravadeswarar temple and Jayankondam Gangaikonda Cholapuram Temple as the Great

Living Chola Temples. This area should be declared as Siva Circuit and necessary provisions should be made for tourism development in my
constituency.

Tamil Nadu should be brought under National Mission on Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual Augmentation Drive and National Heritage City
Development and Augmentation Yojana.

Thanjavur is famous for Thiruvaiyaru music festival, Bharatanatyam, Thanjavur arts, veena - a musical string instrument - folk arts, heritage temples,
etc. All the nine planets (Navagraha) have separate temples in my constituency. The adjoining temple in Kumbakonam where Mahamaham is
performed should be declared as a heritage place and a pilgrim centre of excellence.

Adequate funds have to be allocated for enhancing the infrastructure and rail, road and air connectivity in Thanjavur. I, therefore, urge that
Thanjavur should be declared as heritage centre.

Sir, the following are the immediate requirements of Thanjavur railway station. All departmental offices may be constructed in the area from booking
office to signal cabin. For the benefit of public, a separate reservation counter office may be constructed in the place of the existing railway store. A
separate ticket counter office may be constructed nearer to the subway. A two-wheeler parking may be constructed as a multi-storeyed parking as it
is in Trichy. The existing subway may be extended up to platform numbers four and five. For the convenience of the public, toilet facilities may be
pravided in the middle of the platforms. All the departmental offices located on platform numbers two and three were built during the metre gauge
period. So, they may be remodelled.

In the Budget, a proposal has been approved for having a double line and electrification between Trichy and Thanjavu;, but no fund has been
allocated till now.

HATotolleT J3afer @ Jirorofler 6, puen fwer w2 et ag aat e aeic W oidl &
SHRI K. PARASURAMAN : Please give me one minute.

A scheme has already been approved for a railway line between Thanjavur and Pattukottai, but no fund has been allocated for it till now. There is a
long pending demand of the people for a new broad gauge line from Thanjavur to Ariyalur. As a result, the travelling distance will be reduced by 100
kilometres and on the economic side, a large quantity of diesel may be saved.



PROF. SAUGATA ROY (DUM DUM): Sir, I must thank Shri Raju Shetty for bringing this Resolution on farmers, highlighting their cause. He is from

Ichalkaranji in Kolhapur district of western Maharashtra. He is a prosperous sugarcane farmer himself. He understands the problem of farmers. He
has won his election, without support from either the UPA or the NDA, on his own strength. He had also won the last time. So, he must be having a
lot of credibility among the farmers. It is good that he has brought this Resolution.
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SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB (CUTTACK): I stand here today to participate in the discussion that has been moved by our colleague Shri Raju
Shetty on a specific Resolution which has two parts. One is the operative part and the other is the result which he intends to get. The operative part



is that the Government should take effective steps to implement the recommendations of the National Commission on Farmers, also known as
Swaminathan Commission. In his speech, Shri Shetty has elaborated as to what are the steps which need to be taken. I am of the opinion that
certain steps have already been taken when the Prime Minister spoke on Vote of Thanks given to the hon. President of India. Subsequently, in the
Budget, certain other declarations have also been made. But he wants to convey that if the Government wants to implement the recommendations
in toto, we can overcome the crisis in agriculture sector.

17.03 hrs (Shri Arjun Charan Sethi in the Chair)

I was trying to understand how far he has identified the crisis in Indian agriculture. He has, of course, with his experience mentioned certain crises
that the Indian agriculture is facing but that is not all. We have different types of farmers in our country. There was a time about which my previous
speaker Prof Saugata Ray mentioned. At one point of time, eastern India was the granary of the whole undivided India i.e. including Myanmar,
Bangladesh, Pakistan and even to a great extent Afghanistan. Eastern India was providing foodgrains to all parts of the country. It had very little
irrigation facility and it was totally dependent on rain. Subsequently, we started Green Revolution. Then, embankments were created, large dams
were constructed and the flow of irrigation started and western Uttar Pradesh and Punjab were shown the way. Subsequently Hirakud, Damodar
valley and all other projects were started. The focus slowly shifted towards western India, and eastern India was totally neglected. It was only
during the previous UPA-II Government the then Finance Minister who is the present hon. President of India, made a course correction. Only Rs.100
crore was provided during his second or third Budget. He said: "Let us focus and bring in a second Green Revolution and Eastern India should
become the laboratory of how we can increase our productivity.” It was not his idea alone. It was Dr. M.S. Swaminathan who was propagating this

idea to have the Eastern India, which was the granary of 18t or 19th or even early part of 20t century of this sub-continent, to be the focus. Why
not develop our agricultural produce in that area because the Western part of the country has been saturated? I was trying to find this out. It has
five volumes. Prof. Roy mentioned about four volumes. The last volume listed a number of suggestions, which came in 2006.

I would say here that we have to remember two specific dates. I want to confine my deliberations today on that. One is the year of 2004, the period
in which these five reports were compiled and then the period of October 2006. It was during these two years in 2004 — I would like the Members to
recollect — that the Eastern coast of our country faced severe tsunami including large areas of Tamil Nadu Coast and even Andhra Pradesh. The total
livelihood of fishermen was shattered. When we talk of farmers, it is not only the cultivators; fishermen also come under that category. In that
respect, I would say that it started in 2004. In 2006, the Kashmir Valley witnessed the earthquake. There were large areas of our country which also
witnessed severe flood. So, in October 2006, there was severe earthquake in Kashmir, flood in Tamil Nadu and other parts of the country witnessed
severe floods, acute shortfall of rain and drought-like situation was there in these years.

It is common knowledge that institutional support to small farmers today is very weak. The same is true of post harvest infrastructure. Do we not
see paddy being spread on the roads for drying in many places when we travel in our constituency? What does that signify? That signifies the
poverty of our cultivators, of our farmers. Hardly ten per cent of farmers are covered by crop insurance. Farm families are also not covered by health
insurance. There is no Agriculture Risk Fund. Both risk mitigation and price stabilization are receiving inadequate policy support. Shri Shetty is a very
progressive farmer of our country. He is having one of the most progressive Shetkari Sangathan, the farmers' union of our country which is very vocal
to protect the interest of the farmers. ...(Interruptions)

SHRI MD. BADARUDDOZA KHAN (MURSHIDABAD): Sir, I am on a point of order. There is no quorum in the House. ...(Interruptions)

HON. CHAIRPERSON : The bell is being rung- Hon. Members, there is no quorum in the House.

The House stands adjourned to meet again on 4" August, 2014 at 11.00 a.m.

17.20 hrs
The Lok Sabha then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock

on Monday, August 4, 2014/Shravana 13, 1936 (5aka).
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