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Title: Further discussion on the situation arising out of drought and drinking water crisis in many States and need to consider inter-linking of rivers
and water resource management for sustainable solution to mitigate the crisis.

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Now, Item No. 22. Smt. Aparupa Poddar.

off st areraema Riftrn (3ren) : s@ice, use 22 w2 aat & sm,... (@)

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Yes, we have started it.

SHRIMATI APARUPA PODDAR (ARAMBAG): Thank you hon. Chairman Sir for allowing me to speak.

In India, drought has resulted in natural disasters as Indian agriculture is heavily dependent on the climate.
HON. CHAIRPERSON: Aparupa Poddar Ji, please stop for one minute.
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HON. CHAIRPERSON: You please sit down. I will take care of it.
...(Interruptions)
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We have given notice. When we have given notice, they should reply and some ruling should come. Four people were allowed earlier. Therefore,
since morning we have been agitating. But unfortunately, the Chair has not given us the permission. I repeatedly request you because this is a very
important matter.

You have taken our President's name openly in public speech. You have condemned and you have told that...(Interruptions)

Therefore, I want that such things should not go, and the Prime Minister should not say outside the House. Whatever he wanted to say, let
him say. The Defence Minister did not say it. In the public meeting, he has said it. Therefore, we moved a Privilege Motion. We are agitating.

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Anyway, Kharge Saheb, the matter is under the consideration of the Speaker. Unless she permits, I cannot do anything.
SHRI MALLIKARIUN KHARGE : Therefore, we do not want to disturb the discussion on drought. We are not interfering in it.
HON. CHAIRPERSON: Definitely, it is an important one.
SHRI MALLIKARIJUN KHARGE : That is important. That is why, peacefully, we will sit here on dharna, and you can continue with all your debates.
HON. CHAIRPERSON: As you like.
14.22 hours

(At this stage, Shri Ninong Ering and some other hon. Members came

and sat on the floor near the Table.)

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF SKILL DEVELOPMENT AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF



PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS (SHRI RAJIV PRATAP RUDY): Sir, there is a small submission. The entire argument raised by the hon. Leader of the
Opposition is invalid. First, the submission of, what he calls, a privilege notice is with the Speaker. She has to take a call.

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Definitely, I have told them.
SHRI RAJIV PRATAP RUDY: But under rule 225, there is a specific mention.

"225. (1) The Speaker, in case the Chair agrees, if gives consent under rule 222 and holds that the matter proposed to be discussed is in
order, shall call the Member concerned who shall rise in his own place and, while asking for leave, be given permission.”

The Member is not present in the House. So, all the arguments given by Mr. Kharge are invalid because the person, who has made a petition
himself; is not present. ...( Interruptions) He has come. ...(Interruptions) 1 said that the matter is under submission with the Speaker who has also
discontinued and the permission is only given to the Member. So, both the cases are not /aagu. She has already taken a call.a€| (Interruptions)

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Hon. Minister, we have to run the House. Important subject is going on.

... Interruptions)
HON. CHAIRPERSON: I will continue.

...(Interruptions)
HON. CHAIRPERSON: You understand my limitations, please.

...(Interruptions)

SHRIMATI APARUPA PODDAR : In India, drought has resulted in natural disaster as Indian agriculture is heavily dependent on the climate of India
as it requires good South-West monsoon for irrigation....( Interruptions)

HON. CHAIRPERSON: It is with the Speaker. Unless she permits, I cannot give it, please.

SHRIMATI APARUPA PODDAR : Crop yield in many parts of India is badly affected due to failure of monsoon resulting in water shortages.
Maharashtra, Northern Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Odisha and some States are declared as major drought-prone regions....(Interruptions)

HON. CHAIRPERSON: You try to understand my limitations.

SHRIMATI APARUPA PODDAR : Monsoon is very brief in India as we get about 100 hours of rain in a year and this has to be used for the remaining
period. Water shortage is the central point of focus. India is among the top growers of agricultural produce in the world and hence the consumption
of water for irrigation is very high. Sewage and waste water drainage into traditional water bodies can be solved if the Government intervenes
seriously. Lack of inefficient water management and distribution of water to agricultural and industrial sector is also a main reason.

The Government must create water reservoirs at least every 20 kilometres across the country. Every citizen should take the responsibility
about the importance of water and reduce its wastage. More dams must be constructed mainly at places where rainwater gets drained out without
utilization.

The Union Government should study the water scarcity problem and look into its solutions. Rain water harvesting facility must be made compulsory
for every independent home, flat and group housing colony as it is the need of the hour. Unless we are aware and conscious of water shortage, we
will not be able to overcome this serious problem. No NOC should be issued till rain water harvesting system is installed and become functional.

In West Bengal, our hon. Chief Minister, Mamata Banerjee has taken up projects to construct around 800 check dams and various water harvesting
structures. Eco-friendly scheme called Jalatirtha has been launched benefiting 4000 farmers and 32000 hectares of land for agricultural purposes.
Around 1.2 lakh ponds have been created under Jal Dharo Jal Bharo scheme, which has given major boost to agricultural productivity in West Bengal.

Recycling and reuse of water is another process by which water problem can be tackled. Recycled water can be used for irrigation, which will fulfil
the requirement of water in agriculture. But this is not practised in India. By following recommended dosage of fertilizer, crop rotation, proper timing
of fertilizer and application of eco-friendly and safe limits of agro chemicals to reduce pollution, this problem can be sorted out.
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The Ministry of Water Resources should speed up its rivers interlinking programme. A total of 14 links have been identified under the National
Perspective Plan. Since this programme is of national importance, it must be taken up on a high priority. As per the National Perspective Plan,
interlinking of rivers project would benefit around 35 million hectares of irrigational land and generate around 34,000 megawatt of power. It will also
help in controlling flood, navigation, water supply and fisheries.



Hon. Chairman, I would like to highlight a very important point. The assessments of exact acreage affected by drought like condition, the extent of
damage to standing crops as well as short-term and long-term ameliorative steps are being compiled. The preliminary estimates suggest that
approximately Rs.6000 crore may be required to set in place drought proofing agriculture which would be a permanent measure to stabilise incomes
of smallholder farmers. In this regard a reference will be made to the Central Government by our State Government.

As per the SDRF norms, the damage by flood in 2015 was assessed to be Rs.8761 crore. Against this, an amount of Rs.713.9 crore was
recommended for release by the high level committee in the Ministry of Home Affairs. But, out of this, only Rs.446.1 crore has been released by
NDRF.

Over six lakh houses and 30 lakh hectares of agricultural land were affected.

Sir, for landslides which occurred in Darjeeling in 2015, as per norms, we had sought Rs. 67.7 crore and the Ministry of Home Affairs has
recommended only Rs. 21.6 crore while we got Rs. 13 crore only. Where the Ministry has recommended Rs. 21.6 crore, we have got only Rs. 13.5
crore from NDRF and it is still pending. Sir, through you, I would request the Union Government that the funds may be released quickly. What about
the poor people who are now heartless? They do not have any source of income. Their livestock have been totally destroyed. So, I would request the
Government to immediately release funds so that justice may be done to the people of West Bengal.

With these words, I thank you.
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HON. CHAIRPERSON: Please-Please.
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HON. CHAIRPERSON: Please conclude.
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SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB (CUTTACK): Mr. Chairman, Sir, I stand here to participate in the discussion under Rule 193 on the situation arising
out of drought and drinking water crisis in many States and the need to consider interlinking of rivers and water resources management for
sustainable solution to mitigate the crisis. Initially, when this was being debated that in what format we should discuss this issue, my point was that
we have been discussing about drought many a time, invariably, every year, but actually the discussion should concentrate more on provisioning of
drinking water, water conservation, interlinking of rivers, which was a long pending idea going on for quite some time. Conservation of water is
supposed to be one of the major issues, besides recharging of groundwater. However, somehow or the other, we have been discussing on drought
situation because it is very alarming in the country. More than 40 crores of people are affected in this country because of too prolonged drought
situation, and less rainfall in this country has affected a large section of the population. After two years of drought, India is facing a water crisis.

That is hardly surprising. Even in a bad year, India gets around 2,600 billion cubic metres of rain while it needs around 1100 BCM to meet the
entire requirement. As per our population, the requirement of water either for drinking or even for farming is 1100 BCM to meet all requirements.
Where is the problem if India is getting more than 2,600 billion cubic metres of rain? The problem lies in the fact that our capacity to store water is
mere 253 BCM. We are getting around 2600 BCM of water. India needs around 1100 BCM of water. Our storage capacity in whatever form --
reservoirs or ponds that we have throughout the country -- is only 253 BCM. So, with 90 per cent of available rain water not getting stored, a failure
in rain is a catastrophe.

The problem gets worse when it comes to drinking water. Wastage of water is there for everyone to see especially in cities. Water is priced at
a fraction of its cost. In Delhi for instance, water is supplied free to a large section of population. There is neither enough money to build out more
piped water infrastructure nor is there enough recycling or treatment of water. An interesting thing to note is that Delhi generates 3,700 million
litres per day (MLD) as compared to the sewage treatment plant capacity of 2,330 MLD. What to speak of water recycling, we are all aware that the
'urgent' always gets precedence over the 'important’. The important thing to do is to plan for optimal utilization of water resources. India has four
per cent of world's water while it has 18 per cent of the world's population. There lies the problem; and there lies our solution also if we attend to
that aspect.

I am informed that the Union Government has a draft model Bill on water to stress on storage creation. This Bill will recommend giving
precedence to drinking water supply over allocation of resources for agricultural and industrial purposes. Today what is happening is that it is left to
the respective State Governments to decide as per the guidelines. What should be the priority? How much percentage of water will be given for
drinking purposes? How much of water will be utilised for farming purpose? How much water will be utilised for industry? Now a model Bill is in the
pracess. That is what I could gather, The Indian Government is now trying to prepare that model Bill. It is going to circulate that Bill. Probably some
States may be adopting that Bill. It will be a model for other States to adopt.

As we all know, water is a State subject. Our Party's view is that it should remain a State subject. They can prepare a model Bill as they are
thinking of doing it. Government says that this current crisis in several States is due to poor demand side management of water. Earlier, supply side
management measures like dam construction have not yielded the desired results. Community participation in water management and changing crop
pattern according to rainfall can do wonders.



Here, I would like to draw the attention of the Agriculture Minister because he is here. During the last three Plan periods, some attempt has
been made for water management in agriculture. But, it has not been to that extent that it will revolutionise the water management system in
agriculture. We have always been talking about Israel pattern of water management and all that. But the problem still lies that the manner in which
we utilise water in flow irrigation method has not yielded that much of result. Rather ground water has been dissipated. We are unable to recharge
our ground water to that extent. That has created a huge problem in the country. I can quote here. There is a drought in many parts of India. Why
has it not been noticed? While we say more than 40 crore people have been affected, hardly it is discussed in the media or in the House. And as we
witness today, the subject that was supposed to be discussed at the earliest has now been relegated to the fag end of this Session and that too
done in a staggered way. I may say that if Rajya Sabha had cleared the Appropriation Bill, this House would have been adjourned by now.
...(Interruptions) 1t is a dry well. ...(Interruptions)

I come from a rural area. I was born and brought up in a rural area. I have been repeatedly told, "Do not jump into a dry well. If you do, you
will not die at all but you will only break your bones. So, be careful when you are sitting in a dry well. ...(Interruptions)

Right now the drought is not about agriculture. Whatever rabi crop has been planted is already destroyed. Today when you are discussing about rabi
crop, that rabi crop has already been harvested. The more immediate concern now is about drinking water. In about two months from now, in our
State it will be another one month, the monsoon will be breaking. By that time everybody would forget about the problem that we are facing today.

Qdisha has registered record heat this year in Titlagarh. A number of media reports even called the town Tatlagarh. Titlagarh town recorded
48 degrees Celsius. Around 17 towns and cities in Odisha recorded more than 46 degrees Celsius this year which is unthinkable and unheard of
earlier. One consolation India has is that global climate models are pointing to a weakening of El Nino which was the main cause of 2015 drought.

My friend from Maharashtra just now mentioned about Marathwada. I would only mention in brief that not only Latur all the cities in
Maharashtra are short of drinking water. In this most rapidly urbanizing State, Tier 2 and Tier 3 towns report abysmal water supply data. And with
this Swachh Bharat Mission, I would only draw the attention of the House, we would need more water in the households and that needs to be
attended to. The demand for water will be more. Demand for water in the rural areas also will be more. Demand for water in the urban areas will be
much more than that. Therefore, there is a need today to plan accordingly because in most of the cities the demand for water is going up after the
Swachh Bharat Mission has come into operation and a large amount of money has been provided in this Budget.

There is a drought prone area programme which the Rural Development Ministry is supposed to look into. Last time during the Winter Session
when we discussed about the drought situation, immediately the Agriculture Minister took it upon himself and the Home Minister who is heading that
high-level Committee also sat and there was a discussion. And we came to read from the newspapers, "Centre okays Rs.4,000 crore for seven
drought-hit States."

There were seven States including Odisha. A large amount of money was announced and in that respect, I would only mention that we had a
problem relating to the allocation of funds for Phailin and there was a demand that we should get around Rs 400 crore of money for Phailin. But in
two instalments, only Rs 250.71 crore were released and from that account, the statement from the Government was that they will be providing the
full amount as was demanded by the State Government of Odisha relating to Phailin. Another Rs 149.11 crore has not been given to us.

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Please conclude now. You have taken more than 10 minutes. Only 4 minutes was allowed to you.

SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB: Hon. Chairperson Sir, I would like to make a mention relating to drought. Why am I mentioning this? It is because we
had a discussion in the House. A high level committee sat and it also came out with the statement that this much of money has been allocated to
Maharashtra, Odisha etc. which means seven respective drought-hit States. But subsequently, the decision was changed. Though this declaration
was made for allocation of around Rs. 600 crore to Odisha, there is still a shortfall of Rs. 214 crore because there was a change in the policy of
declaration that if you have that much amount of money in your SDRF, that will be deducted from this. This decision was taken in the last week of
December whereas SDRF was allocated in the month of January 2015. The State Government had kept that amount anticipating some difficulty in
future. So, that should not have been deducted and that is our demand as to how the Central Government is playing truant, even if with their own
amendment.

I would also reiterate again that during the deliberation on the Finance Bill, I had mentioned about the agriculture income that is being taxed.
Agriculture income that is to be taxed is not to be taxed because that is the law. But I had also mentioned that if in the name of agriculture income,
certain agriculturists or some Members or some citizens or some companies of this country are showing that they are earning more than hundred
crores of rupees and they are being exempted from income tax, why are you not taxing them? Recently, a news item has come out. Several realty
companies and rich socialites are declaring annual farm income of Rs 100 crore to Rs 900 crore to claim exemption and they are being exempted.
There are different Parliamentary committees which can go into that. I had also mentioned about certain companies which are dealing with seeds.
They are showing more than Rs 230 crore of income or more than Rs 600 crore income and they are being exempted. They are taking the help of the
law that is there to help the farmers whose tax is to be exempted. Especially, IT companies which have large amount of land are also showing that
they have this much of income from farming. This should stop.

I would also like to make a mention about interlinking of rivers which I have always been saying. We have been hearing this for the last 40 years. It
is nothing new. It was not during Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee's time that this idea suddenly came up. We have been hearing it for 40 years or more

than that, maybe during the 39 Five Year Plan when this idea was mooted. Rather, I would say, this idea was mooted in 1858 when Sir Arthur
Thomas Cotton first initiated this idea of connecting the Himalayan rivers with the peninsular rivers, connecting the Brahmaputra with the Cauvery.
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This idea is there since 1858 but this idea has many flaws. The best thing would be to connect the rivers of respective States within the States as it
is a State subject and accordingly funds can be provided; but how much fund is required? A sum of Rs. 11 lakh crore is required. That is the reason
why the previous NDA Government had dropped this idea and thought it is not feasible.

I would also mention that technically Odisha should not have water problem because next to Uttar Pradesh, Odisha has the largest rainfall and water
bodies and because it has an average rainfall of 1502 millimetres. Yet vast areas of our State face an acute drinking water shortage every year with
ensuing heat waves. A maximum temperature of 48A°C was recorded in Titlagarh. Tubewells stopped vielding water during summer due to a
seasonal problem. In water rich Kerala, the water crisis is mainly due to poor water conservation and quality planning. The centralized system of
pipes that deliver safe drinking water is the culprit.

My focus today of course was only relating to water. Recently the Water Resources Minister had been to Bhubaneswar. She said there that the
Centre was working on a water law to restrict use of fresh water and there was a need for a national policy on water. There are a number of reports
which say that water would be very scarce by 2025. She said that already the National Water Framework Law was in the making and there was a
need to review the National Water Policy.

Now, we need to make changes to meet the escalating water crisis through water conservation, drip irrigation, reforestation, recycling of water,
harvesting of rainwater and better infrastructure where pipes do not leak. Here T am reminded of that famous place in Shimla where Shrimati Indira
Gandhi and Zulfigar Ali Bhutto sat down to sign the India-Pakistan agreement in 1972. Once when the Public Accounts Committee was going around
that place, they saw a big lawn in front of that famous building. The hon. Member is no more here in this House but he asked very jokingly why that
agreement failed. When I said, 'T do not know', he said it had a pit down below where it was all empty. So, conservation of water was thought of
during that period; and that water was being used for gardening and keeping the lawns green. That is the idea which should be adopted, especially
by the Urban Development Department. Whenever you are going to sanction any bill, water conservation should be kept in mind.

With these words, I would say these are dry days not of Bihar but in the sense that there is a shortage of water, failed monsoons and India has been
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awftz eitel Rt @1 ovst welt wdiad &, Jorml 20 HWR 9 Rietar 8, Afdper ast siia 3, oz 3 st cndlarst 8 &1 8| dacravs J Aaver 144 cenwe umell &t g &I sl
2 afiz s19101 b Huz ureft f&em swar 8 Today, 13 States, that is 33 per cent of the total agricultured land, 25 per cent of the population are reeling under
drought. Around 2.55 lakh villages, i.e., 33 crores people are thirsty and devoid of drinking water. This looks like another 'Paani pat’ war. Section 144
in Latur and police protection in Maharashtra for supply of water to people speaks volumes about this problem. Some hospitals in Jharkhand are
closed for want of water. ser @wreur 3 vas siiw¥erer ot famm o 2rn o sifwderer & was gt 6 oot ast o z 8, Afdvor dizdteer 3 v dg oft uweft 6t ordt 3 R
gizdlect @t da wzon usy amst duf afiz St 3 s a1 23 & that people are eating grass rofis. amst arzr 3 aoft g§ 21t cer = 22 &) It is unthinkable but it is a
reality today. Sunstroke is the common word for the common man's death. Earthquakes and floods take the toll in no time but this demon of drought
is like slow poison. I am reminded of Somalia, a common name for starvation. If the Government does not stand up and take energizing measures to
tackle this, the coming generations will suffer the brunt of our wrong doing...( Interruptions)

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Mr. Reddy, please address the Chair.

SHRI A.P. JITHENDER REDDY: Our leader, KCR, with his foresight started two long lasting projects like Mission Baghiratha and Mission Kakatiya for
supply of water to farmers and drinking water to each and every house in all the villages. We require Rs.40,000 crore to rejuvenate 40,000 lakes for
supplying 240 TMC to farmers and Rs.33,000 crore for taking drinking water through pipelines to each and every village in Telangana.

I would request the Central Government to take cognizance of the hugeness of the projects and the dire need for the supply of water. It should
sanction funds liberally and show the country a pathway to combat this monster of drought. I appreciate the Government's policy of repayment of
loans if the crop-yield is less than 33 per cent.

Again I would like to say that there is drought politics going on. Some districts get drought relief funds in summer, flood relief funds in the monsoons



and the cyclone relief in winter. These districts are agriculturally very rich. There, the farmers are wealthy with political connections. This should be
avoided and available funds should go only to the deserving districts of different States.

The issue of drought should be seen in a way as we see the national disasters. We go to the Minister of Agriculture and tell him that we have
drought. Then he sends a team. That team comes for inspection and they ask us to use our State funds and after that the Centre will send the
money. That is not how people can be saved. I would request instead of that as you send national disaster people for flood relief or cyclone, the
drought should also be tackled in that fashion by sending NDRF teams.

I come from the State of Telangana. It receives an annual normal rainfall of 905.4 mm, of which 79 per cent (715 mm) is received from the
South-West monsoon between June and September. The State received only 611.2 mm rainfall as on 30t" September 2015 against the normal rainfall

of 713.66 mm for this period. During the Rabi season from 15t October, 2015 to 315t December, 2015, only 27.5 mm against the normal rainfall of
129.5 mm was received during the period with a deviation of -79 per cent. About 231 mandals in the State were declared drought affected during the
South West monsoon in 2015. In this year, the State has received 25 per cent deficit rainfall against the normal rainfall up to March, 2016 and
resulted in a fall in water level of 2.61 m bgl when compared to May 2015. In the drought declared mandals, 64 lakh cattle units are present with a
fodder requirement of 50.79 LMTs from January to June, 2016. In order to address shortage of available fodder, the Animal Husbandry Department
has supplied 1832.97 MTs of fodder seed with an expenditure of Rs. 988.47 lakh under various schemes and programmes in 231 mandals and a total
of 1.22 lakh acres are brought under fodder cultivation by 1.83 lakh farmers...(Interruptions)

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Hon. Member, please address the Chair.
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Madam, we had submitted a proposal under Drought Action Plan as per NDRF norms for an amount of Rs. 75.90 crore for organisation of cattle
camps and also for transport of farmers.

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Please conclude now. There are more 50 speakers to speak on this.
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Madam, agriculture accounts for around 25 per cent of the State's total GDP and the heavy losses incurred due to crop failure is the main reason for
the alarmingly high number farmer suicides in the State. The State had taken some time in assessment and declaration of drought. In its final
memorandum to the Government of India, it had requested for Rs. 3064 crore from the National Disaster Relief Fund (NDRF) to undertake relief and
drought mitigation. But, till date, the State has been allocated a sum of Rs. 791 crore, out of this Rs. 712.62 crore proposed to be released by

Government of India, a sum of Rs. 56.30 crore was released in February, 2016; a sum of Rs. 328.16 crore was released on 315 March, 2016 and a
sum of Rs. 328 crore was released on 8t April, 2016.

Madam, furthermore, as per the recommendation of the 14th Finance Commission, the State Disaster Response Fund (SDRF) allocation to the State
of Telangana for the year 2016-17 is Rs. 288 crore. This is totally inadequate for us to mitigate the damage and also make arrangements for the next
season.

Madam, I would like to highlight an issue that is being faced by drought-prone States, including Telangana and a few short-term suggestions in this
regard depending upon feasibility.

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Please conclude now. There are another 50 speakers to speak on this.

SHRI A.P. JITHENDER REDDY : Madam, we come from the State of Telangana and the State was ruled by the Nizams. sty Rorsmar sfion d@lerct & R st
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Madam, the Indian Meteorological Department forecasted deficient rainfall in Telangana during the South West monsoon in 2015. But this is not a
new forecast for the State of Telangana. We were expecting heavy losses, crop failures and unemployment. Ours is a drought-prone State and we
are taking all necessary measures to address the expected shortage through massive irrigation projects. Another short-term suggestion is that given
the poor performance and planning development programme is to commit all funds under the MNREGA scheme towards the revival and creation of
water conservation structures and watershed management programmes until water availability improves.

Almost one quarter of our population suffers during water crisis. Such a commitment under MNREGA will be one of the most effective tools in
bringing all our citizens together for a common cause, just like the success of the Swacch Bharat Mission.
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HON. CHAIRPERSON: Shri Mohammad Salim, please conclude.
SHRI MOHAMMAD SALIM: T am going to conclude. I am very happy that you have shown me indulgence. I would request for some more indulgence.
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SHRI MEKAPATI RAJA MOHAN REDDY (NELLORE): Thank you, Hon. Chairperson, for giving me this opportunity to speak on severe drought and
scarcity of drinking water in many parts of the country. Situation is very alarming. Many people in the country do not have drinking water also. We
can understand the severity and magnitude of the problem when drinking water has to be transported by rail to Latur to feed 30 lakh or 40 lakh
people. Same is the situation in many parts of the country, including Telugu States — Andhra Pradesh and Telangana. In many parts of the States
crops have been withered away and the ground water table has gone down like anything. There is no drinking water even for the wild animals, which
are coming out of the forest areas to the villages for water. Such is the situation.

There was a Press Report on 8t of this month in Telangana, Adilabad district which stated that a poor woman has started her journey with her two
children to go to the neighbouring village. Mother asked her children to be in a tree shadow, and went in search of water. She could not find; she fell
unconscious. These two children started roaming around for want of drinking water; they could not find. They fell unconscious; and they died. Such is
the situation. Next day, it seems that there was a marriage of the daughter of her sister Actually the ground water table has gone down like
anything where the fluoride content is very heavy. In many villages, where the fluoride content is heavy, people of 25 years of age could not see the
sun in mid-day.

That is why, out of concern, I am giving my MPLAD Fund only for setting up RO Plants in many parts of my constituency. The first priority of all State
Governments and the Government of India is to solve this problem of drinking water. They have to look into this problem very seriously and solve this
problem by taking steps on war footing. The first priority of the Government of India as well as State Government is to provide drinking water to the
people, the second priority is to give water for farming and the third priority is to supply water for industries.

In Andhra Pradesh, we have mighty rivers Godavari and Krishna. In Krishna delta alone, 40 lakh acres are being irrigated through Srisailam and
Nagarjuna Sagar Dams. Both these dams are empty now. In the same way, in Godavari delta also, there is no water for the second crop.

This is the situation everywhere. So we may have to change our crop pattern also. Instead of sugarcane, paddy and wheat, we may have to go for
cultivation of arid crops like ragi, bajra and jowar. Till 1980s, people used to eat these grains. But of late, as the Government started the Public
Distribution System and started providing rice at Rs. 2 per kg., everybody switched over to cultivating paddy and stopped cultivating arid crops. So,
we may have to revisit our cropping pattern and start cultivating arid crops also and we have to supply these small grains through PDS.

Madam, in our country we have very scanty natural resources. We have a geographical area of 2.4 per cent, fresh water of four per cent whereas our

population is 17.69 per cent, about 1/6" of the population of the world. So we have to preserve our natural resources very carefully and we have to
think of connecting our rivers. There are some mighty rivers in our country where there is plenty of water which is going waste into the sea.
Sometimes, in Godavari itself, more than 2,000 TMC of water is going into the sea every year. This is plenty of water and with this water we can
irrigate both Andhra Pradesh and Telangana for two years.

So, it is high time that we have to think of linking our rivers. When Dr. Rajasekara Reddy was alive, he started the Polavaram Project for linking of
Godavari and Krishna rivers. Now, if the present Government sticks to their word, the Polavaram Project would be completed by 2018. If it is done,
at least local rivers can be connected. This is high time that the Government of India should also think about this. If linking of rivers is technically and
financially feasible, they should start this project immediately. We have to take expert advice and definitely start this project. When drinking water is
scarce in many parts of the country, naturally we have to think about it very seriously and solve this problem.

Madam, if we cannot provide drinking water to all citizens of the country — leave alone luxuries — then what is the use of mighty Governments? So, it
is high time that all the State Governments and the Government of India to look into this problem very seriously and give first priority to providing of
drinking water to our people.

As the hon. Member from Telangana said, the Government of Telangana has started a novel project of giving water to every household in the State.
This is a good scheme. I appreciate it. If they succeed, it is going to be a model scheme and the entire country may also adopt that scheme.

That Government of India also should think like that. We have to preserve each drop of rainwater. Rainwater harvesting has to be taken in a
big way. In many States, nowadays, everybody has started rainwater harvesting. This is definitely going to help. Farmers also nowadays are digging
the trenches all around their farming area so that the ground water gets charged and bore wells function very well. We are seeing many examples
like that. Like this, the Government of India should think in a big way with the expertise at their command and solve this problem once and for all. It
is a recurring thing. Every year when summer comes, we think like this and we discuss this problem. It is not like that. Now it is high time that the
Government of India as well as the State Governments should think about this problem and solve this problem. Thank you very much, Madam.
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DR. PRITAM GOPINATH MUNDE (BEED): Thank you, Madam. With your permission, I may be allowed to speak in my mother tongue, Marathi.



16.02 hours (Shri Ramen Deka in the Chair)
HON. CHAIRPERSON: Yes, please.

*DR. PRITAM GOPINATH MUNDE : Hon. Chairman Sit, I would like to speak in Marathi. If an MP from Marathwada rises to speak, in this August
House, it is a foregone conclusion that he or she would definitely speak on drought. And that is why when I demanded for a passport office in
Marathwada region few days ago as many people came to me and asked why I was demanding for it while ignoring the severe drought conditions in
Marathwada. 1 know that unfortunately drought is a common phenomena for Marathwada but it does not mean that we would not raise any other
demand except drought. I am thankful to all for giving me an opportunity to speak on drought conditions. It is really very unfortunate that we are
facing this serious situation. Here, we should discuss about how we can deal with this drought condition in future; but in place of that, we are simply
discussing and citing examples about how the Central or the State Government have failed to fight this drought. I, being a young MP, feel that we
should change our approach towards drought.

Some issues like these should be spared and they should be seen through a social angle. Regarding drought relief, firstly, we should focus on
what losses farmers have already incurred and what has been done in that regard. Secondly, we should think about how our farmers would face the
drought conditions in future if it happens again and what had been done in past.

Every time, we discuss about farmers' suicides and what was the number in the different regimes. I have a NCRB report right now with me. But
instead of going through the data, I think, the steps taken by the Government are more important. We should not make it a sport. We can not be so
insensitive. Our Chief Minister met our Hon. Prime Minister last week only and they decided to offer a package of Rs.5200 crore for drought-hit
farmers of Maharashtra and I am really very thankful for it. A six week joint action plan has been proposed by our Chief Minister. Through the earlier
Memorandum, a demand for Rs.4500 crore was made and Rs.4000 crore has been sanctioned. In addition to this, a supplementary memorandum is
also permitted for further relief assistance as it is being treated as a special case. I think it is a great achievement on the part of State and Central
Government which cannot be ignored.

We always keep on talking about loan-waiver But it should not be taken as one time measure. We should take it positively and I think loan-
resturcutring is more important. The approach of this Government is to strengthen the last man of our society and not to make him depend on
somebody. He should be self-reliant and independent so that he can service his loans. He needs our support in that regard too.

About loan-waiver, we know it very well that it is not confined to this Government only. These loans were taken by the drought-hit farmers of
Marathwada during last four years. The BJP Governments at the State and Centre, are in the process of loan restructuring and through this, they are
restructuring the loans worth Rs.8500 crore with the concession in the interest charged. It can be regarded as a great achievement,

RBI is not permitting the restructuring of the loans taken during 2012-13. Had the then Congress Government taken a stand that time, the present
BJP regime would not have to take up this issue now.

For the last many years, while fighting with drought, Government set up, the cattle shelters, Usually they started it in the month of January or
February. But our State Government had started it in the month of August and it is still working properly. For this purpose, Rs.170 crore had been
allotted. In Marathwada region 371, cattle shelters have been opened and they accommodate around 4 lac cattles. Government has proposed to
waive off the examination fees of all the students of the drought-hit area.

Everybody is talking about the tragic incident of suicide by a school girl in Latur for a bus-pass. Latur is my neighbouring district. It is very
unfortunate and painful. Only for a few hundred rupees, that girl had to commit suicide. Hence, our Maharashtra Government has decided to issue
bus passes free of cost to every student.

Everybody should come forward for the crop insurance scheme. Every MP and MLA should contribute for the success of this crop insurance scheme.
It is not necessary to be in power to do something good for the people. We only keep on blaming the Government. We have been elected by lacs of
people and we should keep that in mind and should also work for public awareness. In my district, the farmers have got the insurance cover of
Rs.300 crore just because we are working together. We are providing them solar pumps. They are also getting discounts in electricity bills.

Through Antoday Yojana, our State Government is providing rice at a rate of Rs.3 /kg. and wheat at the rate of Rs.2/kg. to the poor and needy
farmers other than the BPL families. It is a revolutionary decision taken by the Government.

Health issues are also equally important. In my district, we organized a mega health camp and 1.5 lac people got benefitted out of it.

I would like to elaborate upon a few of the schemes being implemented by Maharashtra Government. ' Ja/yukta Shivar is the most successful scheme
of the State Government. During the last one and a half year, works of worth around Rs.2400 crore have already been done and 24 TMC of water has
been conserved through it. The Government of Rajasthan and a delegation from Israel had come to study it. We will see its positive effects in the
next monsoon. The Soil Health Card and drip irrigation are other important subjects. Atalji had initiated for the River-linking Projects. In the year
2014, Government started this work through different committees constituted by it. It would be a great achievement on the part of the Government.

Rainwater harvesting should be made compulsory not only in urban but also in rural areas. We should keep in mind that not only farmers get affected
by drought, Jinning industries and Sugar factories also get affected. Government should take some steps for operating a thermal power plant through
the waste water management.

If the farmers are facing so many problems then what would be the fate of farm labourers? The sugar schools should be started again for the
children of labourers.

There is no point in blaming each other. I would like to recite some lines written by an unknown poet who said that a farmer should never quit
fighting. Time will definitely change. Have patience and keep on fighting.



This is my message to all the farmers. We have the solid support of the State and Central Government and hence we will be able to fight the drought
situation vigorously in coming days.

Thank you.
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SHRI PRALHAD JOSHI (DHARWAD): Sir, thank you very much for giving me an opportunity to participate in the debate, when the country is
discussing an important issue, that is, drought, water scarcity and the interlinking of rivers. Drought in India is not a new thing. But what is
important is how we deal with it.

Drought is not new to India. Between 1802 and 2002, in the last 200 years, the country has experienced 42 severe droughts, almost once in every
five years. Between 1900 and 2006, 1,061 million people were affected and 4.5 million people lost their lives. The important thing is around 68 per
cent of cultivable land in India is susceptible to drought meaning failure of rains from south-west monsoon. It is a known fact that there are three
types of drought — meteorological, hydrological and agricultural, but all put together, the common thread or cause is the shortage of water.

This House is aware of the reality that drought is a natural calamity and it is not man-made. Nobody can be blamed, but we have to understand one
thing, that is, drought cannot be prevented, but if properly tackled, the effects can be minimized. This is what we have failed to understand, which is
what I feel.

In India, the severity of drought is aggravated due to the bad management of water resources. Whatever reservoirs we have in Karnataka, I will
come to it later and tell you how we have failed to utilize it and what the situation today is. I will come to that point later. However, I would like to
tell one thing. We are facing problems because of lack of storage facilities, proper distribution network and proper planning for its utilization. India
receives around 4,000 billion cubic metres of rain annually or about one million gallons of fresh water per person every day, but the problem, as I
said, in its storage and management. India has around 18 per cent of the world's population with 2.3 per cent of geographical area and four per cent
of water resources.

It is unfortunate that even after 70 years, after having so much of rain @& ot smea & Saz o s ¥ Hu2 aga sweR fpen 3 Many a time we are
having almost all types of rich natural resources in the country. In spite of that, in the last 200 years, we had 42 severe droughts. The thing is that in
the last 70 years after getting Independence, we could have managed it by proper water management. But we have miserably failed.

Today the situation in the whole country is the worst in the last 40 years. About 246 districts in ten States have been declared as drought-affected
during the present fiscal year. There has been 14 per cent deficit in rain especially during the South-Western monsoon. The Central Government is
trying to do its best to facilitate the States to fight this drought and to minimise its effect. But ultimately in the federal structure, it is the State which
has to tackle the situation. But many States have miserably failed in this. For example, Karnataka is reeling under drought which is said to be the
worst in forty years. About 136 talukas have been affected badly and they have been declared as drought-hit. The worst among them is the North
Karnataka area. The position of dam is a worrying factor. The Northern districts have registered 70 per cent deficiency in rainfall. The Almatti dam in
Bijapur District faced the worst drought since its inception. Water catchment is not even half full with the present capacity of 32.23 TMC, while the
full capacity of dam is 51.61 TMC. This is the situation. As a result, both the kharifand rabi crops have been totally wiped out. The analysis of the
Revenue Department shows that it is an unprecedented situation with the failure of crops in the same year. According to the data, 74 lakh hectares
of the primary kharif crop has been lost and eight lakh hectares saw no sowing due to absence of rain.



I have pointed out earlier that the drought is inevitable but the management of it is important. We all know which party was ruling Karnataka State
for long years. It is known to all. Look at the electric power situation in Karnataka. The three-phase electric power is supplied for just two to three
hours in villages. I would like to explain it. One of the persons by name Girish complained to the State Power Minister about the shortage of power in
his village. For having called one or two times, the Power Minister lodged a police complaint and that person was arrested. I would tell you as to
how he was arrested. During midnight, the police went to his residence. He did not open the door. But the police broke open the terrace and entered
his house and he was arrested. This is how a person who demanded electric power to his village was treated. Supply of electric power for just two
to three hours is affecting even the drinking water. Ultimately, people are dependent on the bore well water. When they have to draw water from

the bore well, electricity is needed. ...(Interruptions) Fza1 5it, amu faiferses & gg2 &, s2ifem amu 3bs @ &) am 3ew d6 &, amu qu dfSe)....(wmemer) 3w dome
b @ & ...(cuer) He has now understood the incident that I have narrated. What has happened is that he has been jailed. He has been
prosecuted. This is a fact. How is water management done by these people? With all west and east flowing rivers in the State including the major
rivers Krishna and Cauvery, the State has a potential of 3,425 TMC of water resources excluding ground water. But given the situation, only 1,695

TMC can be economically utilised for irrigation purpose. Who has ruled the country and the State for the last 70 years? Let them understand this.

Out of 3,475 TMC of water, they have just been able to use 1,695 TMC of water. Though in the Krishna Basin we have got 903 TMC, even after more
than 50 years of Congress rule in Karnataka they are not able to utilise 700 TMC of water. And what does their Chief Minister say? Day in and day
out he accuses Prime Minister Modi.

What is the situation today? He has recently demanded Rs.12,000 crore. As of now if I can quote the entire country's allocation, Rs.10,275 crore
have been released in 2015-16 to the State Government, of which Rs.6,055 crore was released to the State by 31-3-2016 and the remaining
Rs.4,220 crore was released on 8-4-2016. But I would like to remind them....(Interruptions) ga siermn Sft, sprz smu 3ez o @52 art a2 1 would have
appreciated your concern. You are more

bothered about your leader than the drought. eftss aeft a1, 3€/ * aferer oren ez 33 8, €/ * aferer dren suz A &, aen % adt A widl &) emoe ergar oft Vawr & gan
e anft € *oft ol 3 ...(Interruptions) Further, the Central Government has released a total of Rs.2,551 crore as the first instalment of Central
share in SDRF to the 10 drought affected States.

The 14" Finance Commission has enhanced the State Disaster Response Fund. That also has been released to the States, Rs.61,221 crore has been
released. We should appreciate the fact that for the first time ever the Prime Minister himself called the Chief Ministers of all the affected States.
This has happened for the first time in the country after seventy years of Independence. The Prime Minister called all the Chief Ministers. For the first
time Shri Siddaramaiah appreciated Shri Narendra Modi saying he welcomed this step.

He demanded Rs.12,000 crore and stated that what he demanded was not given. Karnataka Government in the first instance demanded
Rs.2,278.7 crore. Out of that, Rs.1,540.27 crore has been released. This is 69 per cent of the amount requested for. Never in the history of the
country 69 per cent of the demanded amount was given. When we were ruling in 2011-12, the situation was the same in Karnataka.

We demanded around Rs.6,200 crore but the then UPA Government led by Sonia Gandhi, because ultimately it was Sonia's rule, released just
Rs.469 crore which is eight per cent of the demand. But this Government released 69 per cent. And what is your position there? It was released in
September 2015. Today in 2016 May, you are yet to disburse Rs.346 crore in the State.

What did the Modi Government do? The Modi Government, without thinking even for rabi, released Rs 723 crore. It has been sanctioned and it is
going to be released any time. €| (Interruptions) You have not utilized not only this, you are yet to utilize Rs 346 crore. I would also like to tell you
that the performance of the Karnataka Government is so low that the target for making of ponds and dug wells was around 1,11,340 but work done
is just 8763 which is seven per cent of the total target. ...(Interruptions) This is the situation in Karnataka.

I would also like to mention that in Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana, Rs 346 crore was released in 2015-16. The total amount available was Rs 347
crore and the expenditure is Rs 129.23 crore. ...(Interruptions) How much money they did not spend? They did not spend Rs 218 crore on Rashtriya
Krishi Vikas Yojana. This is as per the statistics. It is their statistics, not mine.

In National Food Security Mission, in 2014-15 the release was around Rs 169 crore and the expenditure is Rs 135 crore, They were not able to spend
around Rs 34 crore. &€} (Interruptions) In 2015-16 which ended recently, in National Food Security Mission, the total fund available was Rs 167 crore
which the Centre released. Out of that, they spent just Rs 39 crore. They were not able to spend Rs 127 crore.

I can quote many figures like integrated scheme for oilseed, pulses, palm oil and maize. In that, they have been allotted Rs 13.35 crore and the total
fund available was Rs 18 crore. They have spent just Rs 48 lakh. This is how they have dealt.

I quoted the figure of Rs 1540 crore. The amount was released in September. A team of four Ministers constituted by Shri Siddaramaiah went to
Haveri, the district of Shri Shivkumar Udasi last month. Just a week back, Shri Siddaramaiah went there and suspended 20 officials. Why was the
amount not disbursed? ...( Interruyptions)
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*SHRI RAOSAHEB PATIL DANVE (JALNA): Hon. Chairman Sir, you have permitted me to speak on the issue of drought and drinking water under
'193', I am very thankful to you. Hon. Chairman, around 11 states are facing drought conditions in our country. Odisha, Chhattisgarh, Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka and Maharashtra are the badly affected states. To tackle this problem, Central Government has given monetary help to the
states and some states have succeeded to handle this problem. I would like to state through you Sir, that the relief assistance given by Central
Government was of great help to the State Government. But the intensity of this drought is so high. We have seen even the 1972 drought but this is
harsher than that one. If we go through the data, we will find that around 28666 villages are drought affected in Maharashtra and out of it, 13817 in
Vidarbha, 8526 in Marathwada, 4896 in North Maharashtra and 1427 in Western Maharashtra are in the shadow of drought. Central Government has
given the financial assistance even more than what was demanded by State Government. But this cannot be political issue now. Everybody asked
not to make this issue a political one but everyone tried to make it a political issue. In the year 2011-212, Government of Maharashtra requested for
Rs.11026 crore but Rs.5574 crore were allotted by Central Government. In the year 2012-13, Rs.50033 crore were demanded but only Rs.18000
crore were given by Government. In the year 2014-15 Rs.60013 crore were demanded but only Rs.1962 crore were given. But, this is first time in the
history of independence of India when Maharashtra demanded for Rs.4200 crore and Rs.3970 crore were given. Hon. Chairman Sir, usually this aid is
given in the month of June but this is for the first time that this fund has been released in the month of April which helped to fight the drought
condition in Maharashtra.

For the last three consecutive years, there has been scanty rainfall in Maharashtra. Hence the water reservoirs in dams are reduced. If we want to
fight against this condition, we will need to do two things. A long time and short time measures would have to be taken up. Hon. Chief Minister of

Maharashtra met Hon. Prime Minister on 7t" of this month and in that meeting Hon. Prime Minister accepted to finance the construction cost of the
long-pending dams in Maharashtra. As of today only 15% water is available in the entire Maharashtra and only 10% in Marathwada. In Konkan 40%,
Marathwada only 2%, in Nagjim 23%, in Amravati region only 15% and in Nashik region only 14% water is available. Jayakwadi Dam which is the
largest dam in Marathwada has no water, Bhima Ujni also has no water. Koyna Dam has 19% and Warna Dam has only 15% water available. When
we calculate, only 15% water is available for entire Maharashtra and only 20% in Marathwada. In spite of this, Government has taken certain
measures in this regard. Latur is a big city and the people there has no water to drink. Hence with the help of Central Government, Government of
Maharashtra is supplying water there through water trains. Around 50 lac litre water is being supplied by train every day.

We are very serious about this issue and we are fighting vigorously this drought. We have started to provide employment to the labourers. Somebody
has given a data but the issue of migration is not much serious there.

Government of Maharashtra started 'Jalyukta Shivar Yojna' last year and through this scheme we have conserved 24 TMC water by spending only
Rs.1400 crore. We completed this work within a year when the opposition parties were in power, they took 8 long years to conserve 24TMC water by
spending Rs.8000 crore for it. Now they are slamming us. They are involved in the scams worth Rs.70,000 crore in irrigation department. 'Paani Adva
Paani Jirwa' scheme should have been implemented to store water and if that was done, we would not have faced this kind of situation. We could
have averted this menace if we had taken some timely steps.

Through loan-waiver scheme, only the banks got benefitted and not the poor farmers. Today, those who are criticizing us, are responsible for
causing heavy losses to these banks. I claim that we have done a commendable work to stop farmers' suicides. Only our Government has taken

concrete steps in this regard. On 15th August this year, our Government started to provide rice at the rate of Rs.3/1kg. and wheat at the rate of
Rs.2/1kg. to the farmers of 14 drought affected districts. We managed to tackle this problem efficiently with the help of Central Government and, we
would be able to handle it even in future.

Lastly, I would like to reiterate that we would definitely take some good measures and that would help us greatly to fight with this calamity.

Thank you.
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Development, Drinking Water and Sanitation.
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aed dw A "forvrad gsiae’ it 2,041 wdts s @ &, 33 gislae & ane J &d Bror ase 3 ar Bror Sigf 3 afyer ot avelt 3, en anfder axeft 2 Y 33 weht @1 e Sl
3t ol & weven 3, 3ot Al 9 ves ofd aevollas A ol b Rl 3 'Briad’ & anwer 3 s dal As @asen ol 5 seel urell off awelle & anepr A Aw 74D (e )
agi fAs3rroll was S urell @1 asafl uB a Vot Berfer 3 3owp) warer dol iz water aY uastol 3 W s of ... (waeel) 531 g A siel 1550 @wds sudl dE ddawie B
e 3 st xal ... (craure) S3ds Ae-er sol #olven 35 ez 3 traditional water bodies including de-silting of irrigation tanks and other water bodies,
FoICDY FH6T3oN A e A Srart Pferye wIst b e oft gor yena w2 3 F ... (crawrer)

S YD1 GIT0l ol 2ol 1 s cazen @l 3...(cuaeer) qu ), qu o). (waerer) s 6l cazen 3 wii uis...(emaerer) 30,190 iz 17,000, 3otst @1 ygel, sol &Y el &
3igz 31,900 s Bud soiven & e A 53 Aotorn A 21d F)...(@aurer) sad Arer-Arer i A6 off wson argen 5 B sends d 7 6 Reifer aorell 3, ast Asenz wol &
fére oft yeier fovu st &)...(cmaumer) g0l aer, 7€ 32 g1 & e 12 sone @As B Foiven b Hied A Jol senenl & o Reflar kv 2 ol cell o arsigll B ssa
uall, ot &l srww uell, 3613 o @A, ... (wmuen) sAd e 7 s oft wsor ars § 75 yurer it St oF war &, sary el gere Sit ot oft war en R soren @1
@kl 3pR &1 e ¥ for domr ae6r B fem cemos! A 336t 3ol serer ursidtar amuwft ofie saiy Sor 3t Srei-siel AR & Rerfer 2, 393 frueal B P g1 umelt &t
erzen oft a5z 859, . (@maerer )

F Arer-2mwer A @6 oft ween [ 51 Acor A wa A war A A § Piod sl B el A wiR A, Alewr a), Iolb gE-G b Awf 8 ...k A e B g PR
aTotofler 2i2rG Amoft Brdart 2esr & al arer d91 B 24 w5 clsll @, i wéen @ agl onw2 %1 o) ...(®wEror) 26 @ ol act).., (=)

3 wg w1 g b &ae! Si yael feen 8, 3301 3PR & e ARl @1 e firen Al arel el a1 el 3 B disit @ dor e fven 5 & anuer & e aifde, 3613 il
@l forona Bt afie Sor 3f ureft @B creven it A, (wwemr)

HON. CHAIRPERSON: The House stands adjourned to meet again tomorrow on 11t May at 1100 hours.

The Lok Sabha then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Wednesday, May 11, 2016/Vaishaka 21, 1938 (Saka).






