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Title: Further discussion on the Compulsory Voting Bill, 2014.

HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Now we are taking up Bills for consideration and passing — Item No. 57. Further consideration of the following motion
moved by Shri Janardan Singh Sigriwal on the 13" March, 2015, namely:-

"That the Bill to provide for compulsory voting by the electorate in the country and for matters connected therewith, be
taken into consideration.”

oft forfdrestont g& (aNgsT) & Sureaer Adice, Aerofter Hoffarer off 1t frer @Y vz sme &, 39> @i 3 F Po axd Acer 3 Jor & Awel Jaren arsdr g 2013 3 off alurer
oot aliell of By clawz & gu weal -

"I mean to diminish no individual, institution or phase in our history when I say that India is valued the world over for a great many
things, but for three over all others: The Taj Mahal; Mahatma Gandhi; and India's electoral democracy."

gadl aret ag & Ry 1978 3t afler @1 a1 was afesen Sratdloe 2 aiie 3flar a¥d o aen sistiloc 3 gU wal -

"It needs little argument to hold that the heart of the Parliamentary system is free and fair election periodically held, based on adult
franchise, although social and economic democracy may demand much more."

asayerdl difdar dtas &, deft anfde, oidl Slefl anfde, sad o azs-aee ¥ awlilacar &, @S ust 4 dler 2raxy & 3fiz @ Rust 3 dian A &) 2Alefiarer St Brer disi @ dasz
ame 312 S afsraKT 9 13 ot el e Aftver $31 ot 3 as Rrguerel ang & [ ordl and &) wos diar a2t sscaunt 2 3z as az & 5 531 3MAl o wxran R &, s usd
g SXIoll uSan [y s3) weran Reardl &) w2 4g & 5 St a6l wrae &, ag Rer-gfoiider agdl an 8 &) e wrofl v St ga1 sdadizea Rizen & &, ag Ror-yfiifer agan s 3a1
8| &A1 ella1 A dolas AW & 32 & elar sal disll @) S & oy Bais agedl o 228 &, oS aeedt on 28 &, 431 wai A 3981 3fie sab e &t aoverar a6 a1 &, 33 fée
&1 élor s Rrrewr @l asdl A @fwrd asaar ¥ ferg Aa ordl wr 22 &, A1 g aeton & s A3 @) uselt s S #@ eftpert @i uz g Set &, ordl e wes Farar dan
e 5 aai SNt Waer a¥ clor 3, gorucifdre ator 2, B uret Gan 3, adt a1 wftfardioe, adwach, coa didiar at ar #f¥men @ 3 A ot aizdedgor 2 @ afdes 3,
33 dg e gu ofor? 3REY, atia, srdla, Reamer, srsigy Y wir wadt Al wfden B @it w2t @el S g eler &, A BN ot sa1 witfemdtoe A Fgv ordl & uRdP Frarer w1s @
s 31 disit & ary 9t s aen A 3

g1 Rofdrerer eftrdioen @t #@1 &, ue aal @R dicfl 8 Ry [RyRore efttiiocet &, af worsflshsr ol &, S Rfirerer effWoc &) sl Ryfdrerer @l ordl sienm aifde, s are el
) &t et soi <ftoll @ @2 23 &, Afdvar wé R JxE @) RBreren & Ry Ryforar fRoaa gon féen sen &) 513 aF sion 3515301 arz-arz en & v s/ A 2009 @1 gona asar b
fere orm ot & a3 wlor ¥ e dleren en 15 a s A g uf¥ar, A oo Bt e 3 & 4 el & aew 3 A, v aft ufdar B suz 107 @1 ord oft B el B A smud
Awrel b edide &, A Rt

15.47 hours (Dr. Ratna De (Nag) in the Chair)

I o O Rifder Bewge 2 sl of fpfrerer B 3 Aftvor 2009 3 Bt fer 321 gorra zxca g3, A2 si 3 asw & FHuz 307 1 Fgavaca 81 oRm AHTer I A6 AARBE
v 14 o1 & sicz 7 su o1 @1 v 335 fpfore 2 arm 353 3 S wft wftfrdioe of wiopr e a2 o 5 3ma 5 @1 w2, ygolel, 3o1956l, GCIDS Al 3 P DI
@Y 353 @1 A D Hu ¢l SAReN A witkndioe i ws HIA urd gan, §9 ordl uen, Afder st SN A dead sl wfkmce 3, i Rpfiore B ae ol o, o1
Rpfirorer €131, Aftset Sit s Aoaet sifw ufeknise &, 3616 Iw ad T &) Al sl gy &1 asa o & A sl B Fw Ao wffadt o1 B 3, @ B Huz e
aellol @1 B3 &, sl & Huz 353 @1 b & A ol fofiere oftiiae 3, 3arh! creen aza 6 araoasar 3 2 R sn 53 smoldl afiz 3o wiRtfardisdl Samasatt 3
fRpfdrorer cf¥fsdsore B3 &, ue grer Iawe &, Sit Gl AT AW6l XTSI )

dieret Jraret 418 8 R sclaormt fUfeorer &, amer amedtand @1 swirt 3 RN 8, i & amdiang el wiolel 3, I uw gixtie Rrea &, 39 wdl o @df uw 33 8, dfisar
AMEIaNg A5 RN q= g &7 Al A scifep-eciian 3 SBT AY amedland efefive dar 2l sm &) amedtand & a1t U2 Muehl aclaafeir 9 &l o 8 amdland A oIl Uz M
TSI SN 381 & 5 ST STST &=l @52 28T &, JTUehT ardl Rl a3 38T &I, U] BT TR @52 38T &, el fapar st 3 fRpaen dan féem 33 oo wordicls b= 3, 339t vas
war. it @t aen aiftens 37 33wt Bact vw Badls oot & siemar awn affesr 3?7 wior 2t vl wer wyelt, aen @l swan o waaa i@l &) Afdver amdtand & o) @ v
S1E Bir & for 1 smuet 3w arpr3e Xiter f=n @n o arpide anvor xien 8, 8 A & fis ana 33! s gu, 32wt Rdon e se 8, v ansfden 3 di w2 snuer R R
fperon dar & srwen &, wer @t 326t §87e ag oM Jfiz Al Sr-ar Fuwn, uia FuRn ag smy, arel cfifsm fas 31 aned w1 anuer fteeft ferr o 31 A aw wg ek &, frr o
3 siffdreterel wisel @2 33 &, 33 f&o1 AT I Uia FURN @6 3R, 3AW IR U2 U sciasre fuféerer 81 srn Jfiz sciagrel fifeor w1 fpael féer 9 fyeder ween 2, gaar
sclarerel fufeorer aimor efifore sreret 31 81 arm =n @ @ &, |l 32Rp Bdiere ® o Rden oo cendt §, ar Arer-ua AT oS 208, aa aw vw g1 Aewl e 8t o &
1 et =16 & Ry 33135 @iy 3 AAlaer a aret 3

dlen, sevorel JaAzl, Sit gy diferfease Breea i 8, wwft seelifers oo s R &, aig st urdt 21, a gy &1 urdt & a diery B wdt 81 [ sevorar 3ozt o 3
A @t I @ Agsiar A waal digd & ot e urer & Befer @ E e adf E s afy ordt F aY anu angssicisht 2 fosar avs snsfds & an anuaet Baer 33e vardt, aeron &,
UIL,UELLE, dofoll 8, it dotart & = Rietare aszon & @ Storar & Jar av2ar B fére ame &) a2 at aiter gar =gt o &, afifdsar 2fapsft & after a0 2 fov amea & sifdener b gfer
gt foreot gl afie st it o oft B, ais2 § Bifsrecygor ©PY o/ gar va.dh. oft gor @2 Y & A At Wt B, Afser wuft af smuer Bivarer 3 saver @1 Y HifSme At
IMUBY 2AG TSt 3 3mesn 5 gar gevorer At A ot we ot ard, st avor cfitfdm A Aer 3t cler am s &, 3 2mft vaLdt. 3 gwen argan & b & aaf aey & Re ol as
6i il STerel o ol as2 aaf & fére fom & an st ava 3 war & v wftfaric @t vavgar scifas ave Jont & = areer diSh a2 oft &) s S Sit dsror &ren & 5 91 awoft s
3 feadia am av2, aRiifs scvorar Satagtt 3 cer & v urdt O Baeeer @ afe g ol amolE! A el & wer @ Rave ordl Fcen <0 orie &l Iz o orlad 81 amosf,
@13 fegu SRt & smeen, Al 521 e b Riquere 9, 391 Rwiee & smaeaas & e seeorer Samagft St geft aifée i Sit diftrewa uidtar i gt goft mfge Ry bt
wisolfdrre gRruzft geft aifée o Gan wai 3 an 2a1 &, ol & 2a1 &, ot den & 2a1 &, a6 sardt disll @), sy wiopr @ wdl Ynfia @l @1 yari a1 odl a2 2 8, a6
G o ofdl STeT ¥a1 &) 331 U3t 3 3t Slotcar & yfer oit gandt wiiciic 3, ag ot et ordl 81 ot 3



3121 waoll & o6 so1 Al disll & usd, sol dier-are disil & a¥ J afe za Dwisd &1 ar w2, disl 6 aa s d 391 cern 2 B 33 ag s @6 218 duessl didsr w1
R AAI &) AD HU2 A AUD! &A1 (85 A I usen ancdl ordl &, il 2@ arnd w2 a1 8, w1 1990 3 &oror siizandl &1 ves B aoft 2ff 321 @ward of so ardl disl @ 28
TR gu dDUCAS AfEar A5 @iy 3 3t @t Bt el Bover svatt e Gsorelt 37 WoraIGr T T 5 U 534 s B Pt B 7 B A, AR M WG BH DU AT
w2 o & At sener fden Sefly 3 avs A wwer 1993 @ vel.vel. disar e, Sit smlt sE-aedtz ¥ sl &, Jorcht @i @l siie Ivalor WA Swrar Sit Gl sTEn b St
Rpforensstorer siiw dicéax 8 a1 &, anat ot #er ifSe & @hl gl an o &, onbl Breca # acema 30 a1 &, 399 di ifsrees sea @1 aga as1 Aerre &, dfdsa
o1, 1993-94 & it arera &, @ @ A @5 ofar wler 21 2a1 en? ofar Sit e, ag am2redt 2 2@t e e Feolifte widd & e, T Sit dewerer wided o, dswrer midd
& Si el sfta 33 &, 7 gy B @ ordl o, 37 [ReR, SRS © A SAGT IG1621 Sl &, 31 aga surel off Yia ordl @en aradr &) 33 o Rigeere 46 <ff 5 St sterar
I oIl ol 36T 21, 6 2451 dol 261 I, 52U PRI 3 vel. val. digal wardl of Rpfiiferenssiomn aiiw diferfeaz &t aa @dl, scadze ot &t am odl, dftpor 3eaior oft a@dt
wal [ apll as aiter aidf & fop aa [l smue ue apft ducedt difésr 6l aew snesl $3h a1 Soplld aHT of S e 3 @bl Beidzom e 3orhl fdid ad 1998 &6t &
3oalol il A9 ard @dl, a6 9 ard <15 @dl &b sciaom &l ¥eT wisan gl mian) 331 cor & b @6 aga & 42 8, @6 2l el gl & e o Jard 8 b afe
3¢ S AT &, Afe WD BF B INR U2 8 Jolld clSal, dl Dal dol? cPPI, Mmal WIes clopl, el Hd T, Mal ASD cPpl, dal S 2efl, wla Wi usie Tolen,
ol A Wiféier ger uz sme ot A At diSh giue adid A dbll 523 v Riguemt Saca 2t 5 St wifder anest &, Sadgl 3 i sngaft @ Aaera s & s ot Serar &
dta 3 Jan @wzar & anfaer anest 3 321 Feera OE uS-ferad st I aid &) A aicrera w18 & Ry Steran B Sl JHRME &, 3D el Sl Faw gisly 54 Adel A v gt apn
Wit wofl) 336 i ad 1999 3 cif wftorer B vas RedigE &1 aliv 336l scadiza e & o ol o i @6, Brs smar o s 2000, 2001, 2002,
2003 4t seroft fish ass eft &, B wravr 3 &t eorn 2 5 @il g gemse Braea & orn 3

51 arg Adss vslifergfea Rwel oo, dianr el ansa it gd wierer Jidf} ft, sogiar asar, afdver ger Frenas? <16 en s a0 asdfesdt &t ot R eft, Bieeft off A
aft eras and &, 3or 2eft RO o 21g wet & s efl ag aifas adl amen &, Siel sa dyuedt difder ot e S A §)

g @G A5 ¢ dic ot At &l wixdcge o & 3 3ud anfdwa 326, sudt wad dFe anfdasa 326 2 anfdasar 326 @ aseen & s "Every person who is a
citizen of India shall be entitled to be registered as a vote at any such election." as scron & wam 3, Afvar adll s1a @ weam & > @ won 3, aen ordl won
&, ot 32 st ot i 4 (w) 3 ot wizdtesgior $F wericer sedtor &, saat s & @y 3 ordf amon arn & Fcrera ase ol war arRm §) St wizdleigor w1 4 (v )8, as A6
wg a1 & o ag wse ot &, Afvor uag sudt B anens vz Ren 3, s siifdedid ordl anen 3, s wamsie ordl o ) s2ft wiavr 3 apft gar St Afenor &t arer w2 3B F, S
anft 12541 Yoraedt & a2 2 g ifdener B Hu2 aal &) wiedcyse wach A off 52 Hu2 conar aaf acft il s aaf acft A S PR 2@ A, Jow! v Far ar
st fder 321 @p 2 Joft arfde; sifcsr mA B o Aedlor A, 3 Farwr ANE @d Aol A Rowr e 32 dfder a2 ar sk, gy AT, gyGAT Raar Ris A,
stal A amt A deR sife wiRfdie § 3P ww A A Yaee Beor Ris ot @it dez smw wikferdie g a2 &, yftoce Ris ael aicera sor A1 dloll o wal Rb ducd
aifcar & ary 3 Gor @ 3@ agon aifde) ws @1 @z g, v wixdlcgue st A gan i Sia A &f Bifdrres gor sm oY g uifefardie 9 Bde aa @ et oY 33 g oft gan,
Afver 321 ars &, dl.ane.awdsws o el disl @ BPle Rsarn afiz e /@ s v b Sor &, el se & ant adl &, ReS &1 arer aiedl 8, aifa &1 arr 8eft 8, srdla & arx
aefl 8, saftfere avaft oft Rt srerer A doueardt difdar B> e a1 Jor @ ALY o1dl Sien anfde) i 4s wes 261 & 5 Krorebl 1254 Yoraaid st aron 32 2, Brar sifderer & arer w2
32 &, A g @ ot 94, Iodial uep-ues dist B Huz qal B sz 3odiar ot Az aser @5 anfl 21 o1 6 Brgeoer Y ol 3, Bl ducsrdl Afder Sleft aif2e) A2 e 3 @&
ad 1946-47 &6t it Rrguorat oft sfts anst &t Brauorer it 8, Brard @ seron ast uf¥acter aidf 2 sren & Ry dsuesrdt difdsr & eraw gar i ung

16.00 hours

2001 4t wes dsteregrol AUz fBreren aRn 32 3AW e v ARGS At gofl| ARG ©id a St dued dféer u2 wal, d s gl B e sielen ast dacagul & Iodier
wa -

"We have seriously considered the desirability of making it compulsory for voters to cast their votes in these elections. It appears to us
that compulsory may be resented by the voters and may prove counter-productive. It is desirable that compliance with the duty to cast
one's vote should be brought about by persuasion and political education rather than compulsion. Moreover, the implementation of a
law of a compulsory voting is likely to be very difficult and may lead to abuse. "

aral forem ordl &, anft oft fer @1 die sTent gu sael A6 wat [ dler Suftr 3 FHuz ol 36 U, &leT el Pord 3 Hu2 ordl 3o urt 3 ael A anu deuererdt Afder Bt anT W

SHRI TATHAGATA SATPATHY (DHENKANAL): I object to this. fsr & cier ag 2wseR 8, asa Aa-fae 3 3edier die f&en 3, i u2 of ur u2 3eaial die &
) Forwt airepn 3 fop Sor P forw a=m arewt &, @@ TR &)

off FrfdrsToa ga: &9rat 48 ofel wat fs Ja1 & a=n war
SHRI TATHAGATA SATPATHY: Let us never deride people.

oft ferfdresTon g @ &91al a5 oldl wal [ 391 ol @2 wal, &6l As ofdl @al [ Acuell 2aa o a=n @wal &Ial As el Kb B30 aa weal) sIrel el urét &l ara @l & siiz
BICBI 3ol ale a3al w1 gl sifdeprz &) sifere srcuelt Jaa oG A3t are A Fgar 26 Aol A ARGS Aad of al wal, ID! adic s 3z 33 ddaze A A ard @l

ucrit diféer B fore e ordf & fefiarer wmaa 164 citas 21em 3t useft @ et crpe ame &, 521 Ao I 2R vl off 521 uz @at 81 gobi & 2003 3t aewR1 B ARG Tl
oitp2 2ra Sft 521 et @l eme & afie 2009 3 a1t aEger e oft sa fer @ eme &) safene somofl ez aus & urg & 6 1952 & arg A dierdt ar Y2 gan & fv & s
Acal 3 o1 @il @t BaAwa w2 2@ 3) 3 @b B acorctlor of Biforeer Asclt wea &, orbt @ A & voff wean &, Joalar 3A wv SN wal, a8 Adt war M. Moily
cautioned against such a move observing that it was coercive, difficult for the Government to implement and ignorant of causes of non-voting such
as illness, pre-occupation and use of force by political parties. 2 sit cfter art & sit aitscft 2mga of asdf, A oft Mferfeasr 3t ezt Sor archt @t &) A ws 33 3 v v At
aRmotdic I o sAm swefldic ween ffdwe &) switdc won Fdwa safew & i A sy wsl, zmRrmwe $cot fEen B, et A off wreuedt oft aney 2, & amdt it @1 e
@l 260 & v e &, aifsen 8, smewds &, odler 8, dona 2, g1 el &5 21af A2lsnndt vw agh weren 3) adsmendt v adh 3= glo &5 @l alel gt O féro @vdl o
@l oIl SolE SId §) o A gl SeTE Sid & A1 1S Uotra I @1l @52 281 3, B @eafly i @ asz 3z 3, @i ekt 3w w2 za &, o gead 3 o @2 2@ §) Al
staciedl @it s ag dic sieor srdst |t ag et sitasdt Btsass smidY, A e For Fet a5y S At sl Sl asan sma IR Ry Rsden gidaser Aem) ag wdd s
ar &t garept danr e sao ellell @t vep SeIE A €SI, TIlolT, A6 AAA aST AT 3 IKeldic b e swehtilc avron rawa ffdaser w1 w & St 3ozl wan

G213l @t 3odiol wdl [ arrel cfifSe @i dere 3 s w6t ws oele & [ gaie asl deardt o Affhdse got & arg it @f &l @I e & Ry sl goll 261 &) Afivol JAaga
@1 @ dlae 8 Jwar & F amumt aardh fR ora 3 F aef ookt amen & fod 25 et 3, arer i ai-dior ot g onif qt acer aia 8, ciftver @ e ot aidl & oo o1 o



@ ancalt wra A ses el & o foifda div we @@l ust gan o1 2@ Al e sncHlt wEt sems werol & fére ferfdr Fu 3 ust &€ 8 A I e 3A g ufdar & oler wEt
aitopg 811 & ol seiar & o smu B3 water o ADA &) su A wfdeen i ww aneslt @1 wtiase Som, Aftver wE fFog A sitw answ &, fdeg AR & At st ten ardf
81 & 1 fpeit gty dor bt e wep ancell @ife i & a v & sncelt Breder 8 Staee afe adiibise Sor Al ww 8l aircel &t dnrd o1 AT o Aol 3@ B
At &, o At 8, o1 asw B, o1 arar &, o wdlon 3, @1 Redor &, ag ¥t 3Adhl diemed ¥ cen g e 3 3A as v avs @1 Aciibde dom, 3mu Al IA@ ardl
aféreen, smu Al widwen @b oidl, @6 ast fidwme 3

e, fiatiaeporet &) Yistiaetieret =g & 5 it o1 anual die @1 =1 @2 fen &, dAfdver st o1 ad ondl-fang &) gary w1ai dl vas s Bfdelt @1 wide aerarn & am ar
v ordl e & fop 3a e o won-us ordl Epll, @1 ondl-faare aidl den, @ acan ter ordf glemn, b 331 Sor i I ardl 8 Yisifarmtieral 5 wreun ot e Iwea ordf & sor
@il A o1 disit @1 seeiiicors aga gidwa &, ciftver sar il &I as v sl a3 78 w aa @ & &5 2009 3 Jfis oI @1 v Serie AR I AAS of JA B
# v dhamd.eer. & aiiz aijer, 2009 3 < s Bt da o Je DI @1 v SeEie e iz 73 cerm 8 & s wecagl &) 3wl si¥cw arengpw el e, Sl b are 3 die
Sif¥eat aiiw $fEen @ot afe sif¥ca Fcifdran Jnaa 21, Berb! apft aal 21 2 «ff, 3egiol war:

"We are not agreeable to your suggestion that electricity and water connection should be cut if anyone does not vote. These are
inhuman methods to make a voter go to the polling booth."

it ot 3. e, @2l arer &, di.an. el @¥el arcll of wal [ s sefdeidl aie aer wolavon @ic difse; mruceEt dfder afG amu waren aed 8, feed e # & g #
Sefigoror aven oY fsaft o1 Rt sadreifiras daemwr bt ot arr amg a2t & oY A S dtans,ver, wal &, A vw wad 302 AP 4@ 3k A wad & [ dior w1 urelt site Rswedt ae
al) afe 521 s A RBreedr A 3mu wauerid difést aidl wist al smuast dior @ ureft wie &3, arrera ancal [@on xmer B @Y 26 Javen &, Afdver fon urefl faw gu as fvaar o
36 Al &, MU 53 JAfEY,

gar afte s 2t Srer-yferfarfer 8, afes orra 3t an sha 3 e sscauvt ansr w1 R & o ag giwniz cemen &, sidi 3 Risreft Jan 3) af ama st vard.ds ws  wdf Roeft
afia 3 sclagrel B AT A sclagiel A usdl chawElz cen 3 & ol ara @i sia et die wxn & 5 sodiol 491 Rerell < afie afd ana & @Y wer @3S oY anuest eeen &,
Meflarer s, amor eftfsme @5 Sid amuat fer s ara a2 33 oY oA @B $2ft B o sawt Rl s ueft sl e a1 & oY aen don Jarer @6 & @ 21 w2 ot Rare o
&6t amageraen &) sAd arg SN Ascauef &, SN anuast Rier aren & an S asruerd difder B o wad &, A sads i effor-are forer 3 & s aen Aem) 31 ugen fer 37 & R
3231 diez colange soasior &1 o) anfl org gorra Al & oY aidor efenst 3 gidasa 3 40, 45, 50 uic die A 2 sfte w2 ef¥ensr 3 60-65 w3ie aar 3, das 2 3 55
A 60 wdiest ¥ s 3, Rener o 3 oft cEwE Soan & dion 3 dlwa didlar 3 els1 @@ S &) 525 AD vos Agier & @By 33A eolamze @i vw AR soallal &Y SN
sadf 1997 3t v Bde gf, 320t ot amldie fen arn, st 171 Soif 11997 3t vear Rrewid ot adif¥ent 3 vy sndfaver féraam 3261 171 3ol B 4 srer o) frn alie 3261 28
29l & srer @ R iz u2 RN, st anet B i 7 weueEdt Affer 3 smuest snRl don @ Slell & dla wr ot Bwiw 3, as aa 73730 3) 171 Seii B srer i A 28
A% o1 2, Stst weuerad differ 3 171 Soif B ste1 o apR 3 SWE ot 3331 7.3730 @1 & Seil B dra RBwia 8) safen st oler ag amefiie o & 5 s die2 oof amse
de Sioal, ol Afe g3 3nfdase 3y 31 s1er ) 3 SHE, @) ) ePen @5 323 2 ud Jifea aidl 8 &)

SN Ul B Sol-EIiol ASI9l &, s afy 3 o anuas) avren 5 ag ares & s &, safdef3d & el &, e diorer didivar @S & a 3 anu we w1 & 7 A didioa
@1d ¥ fore serseer aidl 3, sl sl Rerftasaor Nston B sk guear sl B fre as gersea odl ) Ao, gl ast o Brquerer 3, as gt &) saly usi sdldl @
B & arr aidl &) gaiy 28 o A, st As wioper ey gan &, ast ot A oSt wwst A anclt &) w, gy ast A 3erer &) Ao Ag axa B o arder diféer wadRst war & alk
w21 Qs WS el 3, A As UG gafar & R G cllel JueY A B SIGT UeT-RrE gat e 3, sale a e 3, Jorbl 2a ser gordt Rreeat b yfer @ 3 Ao,
B1o1ds @iy & o araR wed & @ o adla eler &, A 535 aiy 3 ordl AMad) &, o ablova as & @ A & sarer Aad & sz A & sener wdiesr i die 3 &) oM 3y 5 e
Jagror ool B art w01 o) U $I3H aeir I ? el efifse [ anu sadp @ vt apflz B as 6 el wie 39, Y as aen wyen? 33D ur saen dar 3 @5 33 B i
ag Slotec? sl @2 com Aol oftfdn amu ool spite cafen @ wioft ordl &1, oY 3ud fere Favz A urell an smwen didiver itz wdiver @i & 3A@T smagvewar @ ol & aror
efifdie @5 amu foaft & Fue 50 asie Huw, Reafl o v e sue A @l o) &) e uw @ aen 331, o el aneHl oY 33 I oft e &, we adfla angelt wai A Jan?
Jyaret 16 & o st 3pfle 3l adta & dia 3 ot sorelt 2 & sfe aria @ sreafl, adta aneeft, fsarre, dsyes e, Pses gsa & 6l gAl A6t seer damel w2 die o &)
afty afty srdta & dla 9t anues) ves wrd @erreft uZsh, asfl anuet ag Breew ap) @ ue

sud @G oA AEic 3 Ry serd dififeaer urdiRioer dfz e sarer aden, areaa s3A sarGl A Surer cler diférear 3 i) Iod ePen 5 gora vep Ya Ao g,
forendt el ranfar sfie b Huil B anageroar &) safée e difeifeaa I gfer srepffer 291 3 & clell @I UREIHI-gAT Ugololl FCTGIRD & JRM &) coll @ ePr &
fop sad @1 @ oidl 3, M g olen @ot aRN Ao BRI (s A a6 Riquere &, v bace 3 s Rigueel @ Rersel 3 s el @ A4 a1 dercie &, T@fD &A1 ww-g2 o
wadlel @ot & e B3 el 36a & v o1d arcet o ft waean &, ot 33 sl @ g
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ag ufefemdie ¥ yfer dloft anfde; vz, s2@t aen &lar 37 A awae &) ool aul aow it o st sicft b oftdr @ fpen 3 ag @12 scrasrer whiver: aor sa1 &, et ot zar a8t
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& fop ag Sit s a1 8, a6 et Ts a1 8

HON. CHAIRPERSON : Shri Dubey, please stop for a while.

Hon. Members, since the time allotted for discussion of this Bill is almost complete and as there are eight more Members to take part in the
discussion on the Bill, the House has to extend time for further discussion on the Bill.

If the House agrees, the time for discussion of this Bill may be extended by one hour.

SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS: Yes.

SHRI N.K. PREMACHANDRAN (KOLLAM): Madam, I have a strong objection to this aspect because the Bill has already taken six hours and almost all
the speakers have spoken at length and the discussion is getting prolonged. The next Bill to be considered or taken up by this House is the Rights of
Transgender Persons Bill which was passed by the Rajya Sabha. I would like to know whether the Government is serious about it. Though the
Government is not there, I would like to know whether this House is serious in taking up the Bill of the deprived and the disempowered section of
society, that is, transgenders.



This is quite unfortunate to see that discussion on this Bill is being prolonged like anything. Even after six hours, the lengthy discussion is still
going to take place. So, I have a strong objection to extending the time for discussion on this Bill because the other Bill should also be given an
opportunity to be moved before this House so that a fruitful discussion on the Bill relating to transgenders may also take place. Otherwise, a bad
message will be going because somebody or this House is trying to scuttle the movement of this Bill relating to transgenders which was passed by
the other House. So, my submission is that the other Bill may also be taken into consideration. Otherwise, such a message from this House is going.

Specially, this Bill is in the Private Members' Bill section and the Government has no role. This is my personal right and that right is being
infringed. So, I would like to have a ruling from the Chair on this point.

ot arsler w11 Auara (dwweiz): dsH, Sl Ydeget Sl of a1, smeliie 33 ur aga e &) afdsel sl ducadl dfda [ &, s ol aga ¥ & as ol ysde s cw:
A &) B3 DT AA A2 AR AT 3PR ol WFRIE wolr drgd & dl a8 #oll B &3 ADd &, iRl awen cisll @1 ke &) g 339 off 30 &) ...(=aeme)

SHRI N.K. PREMACHANDRAN: It has already been discussed for six hours. ...(Interruptions)

oft arsfor 1 Jrerarer s Yo ¥ & Ry aEA ! agar 2@ 3 .. () siiat asd 3@ &, us e @
HON. CHAIRPERSON: Let me know the decision of the House.

If the House agrees, the time for discussion may be extended by one hour.

SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS: Yes.

THE MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE (SHRI D.V. SADANANDA GOWDA): Madam, as far as Rights of Transgender Persons Bill is concerned, there
is no reservation either by the Government or by the House. That is my opinion. A wrong message should not go to the public as if we are scuttling
the debate on the Bill relating to transgenders. We do not have any reservation as far as that matter is concerned.

I would also submit that the Compulsory Voting Bill is also one of the important Bills because the whole country wants to have electoral reforms. For
that reason, this discussion cannot be curtailed. The Members should be given an opportunity to participate in the discussion.

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Shri Dubey, please complete your speech.
SHRI N.K. PREMACHANDRAN: Madam, I do have a strong objection. Please take the sense of the House.
HON. CHAIRPERSON: I have already told.
If the House agrees, the time for discussion of the Bill may be extended by one hour.
SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS: Yes.
HON. CHAIRPERSON: This is the opinion of the House.
...(Interruptions)
HON. CHAIRPERSON: Shri Dubey, please continue.

SHRI MALLIKARJUN KHARGE (GULBARGA): Madam Chairperson, then I have to make a serious objection, but that will embarrass the Government. I
do not want to do that.

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Please do not bring that.

SHRI MALLIKARJUN KHARGE : You count your Members and then talk.

SHRI NISHIKANT DUBEY: Kharge saheb, this is the time for Private Members' Business.

SHRI MALLIKARJUN KHARGE: Does it prohibit raising the question of quorum? ...(Interruptions)

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Shri Dubey, please continue.

oft forfdroToa g& @ wouare agican; apft St ga1 oifer aat @2 33 & [y 52 el @t cerm 8 [ 5wt aarferdt sifw diferfeaa wiéRmerer sz e @ 5t a2 &, a6 3w &t
steen 3 €Y Iaraor don argen o et 2007 3 ge1 of was wenferf3r fovam) 33wt Afesram & seraerer ster @i, S1Ef duerdt diféer § it awde Qe @ ster férm Afeswmr 3
siferst stbacat a=n & Ry Fager &, Afesrm of amer smelyw! @ gas Faerer con 2 &, fiferw A ducerdl die ana & b dies ¢ vags dasrer awdo, e ducd d@fdar 2,
agi dic g 3 a=iifts orat oft iy ywr @ wisdttore daemr &) Rgel i saerTR St FRIftREr ddis & 2 521 a2 b BI Dolal §, I wisatiorTer HAagrer aga ast faw &)

301 Glail @1 s1el A8 b arg f¥rd gor o vas wrdt oft fis

"&€E| though a sufficient motivator for getting an uninformed voter to the polls, avoiding forgoing money cannot be assumed to be a sufficient
motivator for getting him or her to learn more about politicsa€|".

& sradzt dic weat act s &) dic ordl wot 3 ot WIS wisalfdrIeT T 8 onlen, el 3 ag Mz sz ¢ &, s war " A uia vanfe, Sidft cndt oft " 8, arciera gane



didse 3 Braon G don, Ieaon & dan g1 zd @39 Afpar Aol 7 o Brrew 8, ag smum! uar 2 fp dler Bfde orged w2 aer &) afy 3ad Bfde st uw wisdlbrren
Aot e SRR <l wdl of Dl A #2 SIEE, 301 fere ag A Aecayel &) afesrm 3z a2 o Brel Rad o, as Rz @6 261 8 b saen dlar & aasfe ot §it e
die @2 23 &, Jorl ol diferifeaa & aiz A o ordl u 8, diferfea=r A a=n srcer glon, aen §21 N, o diferfearer urdt o1 aen snsf3eeisht 3, wlor 2t disi 87 ciler wa &
o o3 diferfedser wifER3memet s 33 agon, waucrl difésr SiEl ap] 8, 3301 @6 P g3 o 331 3 dist e ordl 8t &) s9rb @e vep 3iiT ealidl &) ameefern ot eadt
e wacal 3 fp Amfern 3 ot wrveridt dfar g, 33 as 123 yftera Rt g3 al 33 @ S aRm Rb SiBY Aféar, ot s Saef B fore Fad sarer st aredt
ard & fop @dl eoaucrardl difder 2 arll) sneefer Sl oeig i sidbt afdar & 3@ & aiiv as @s 781 & s

"&€} which occurs when apathetic voters simply choose the first name on a ballota€!".

3orp! o Ul & ordf & fr as fasar oY die sterl o 2a1 &) Jora! die sicran & At dic? e ar ddie # it ugen o &, 320 @Y die Jon &) us St Afdar &) s anu s
AARE 35 16l wruerRi Al ap) 8, asl &t ue Befr &) ad 1984 4 dwferes of asl & iy 3 aga afen et H1 2

"8€| Australian candidates with a surname in the first third of the alphabet; whereas, such effects were not visible in the British
elections &€!".

sererd ag o aneeferen 3 3odier usel oraz A dase ey swar aws s dlell @ dle @ fRn, U sodial wsan Afdvar [er A A dish ey aidt &) RRer 3 aer widd,
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off aiRerskor wrsan: ad 2014 i st aifdar a arfl

off Brfdrentoet g & garast sierera ug & 5 3 smea & Stadyedt ad 2014 3 smrvefter Srorerr urdt A5 iy gwafteardt @Y air sraz was A orraz diar B e A sier Bar dan,
safere sidt d@far it 521 R s eerrg 33161 dsacrs fsam

"&€} To conclude, there is no evidence that individuals will seek out more information in a bid to fulfill their voting obligation; and
compulsory voting will not necessarily improve the quality of civic engagementae;| .

Apferres wr B sor dislf @Y dacrs wem &) sad arg i sarer sadférdt & arer waen &) sere @ #, 3 aga dier goor § o sadferd as 8 R gy Soi 3 siat-orat A
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Rysieerer &, g2 ses cPrn & 75 Bribt swer Bedierd deft, B efyar & siai elor 891, A 2fe Serer wieRie wsa oY ot Rysieers st Jaagpi f «e s §
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a5z 3xft 3, apft aa wifden Rodoer & oft arr a3 32 &,...(caawmer) ar @3 32 &, w5, ol @, a8 o wel, dal R figrer der 8, A aw @38 A daed e os
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aifet el all stofdie 3, AP O of wal b sifer v sifterel 81 2w & 3fi2 ailer I amen2 vz it e g, 333 anféwer 19 (1) agea sseayt 3 snféwer 19 (1) & emeen
@t ey DI of war -

"a€|a fine distinction between the right to vote and the freedom of voting as a species of freedom of expression.”
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HON. CHAIRPERSON : Shri Nishikant Dubey, please complete your speech.
off Fifdrwron g@ @ & cwar dicion...(aurer) & anféwer 19(1) &t arT @2 a1 e 32 oiter 8, A I, vw sifesriorr @ us gooT, G 372 sifeerdierl 3) 32 WaT -

"The decision taken by a voter after verifying the credentials of the candidate either to vote or not is his right of expression under Article
19 (1) (a) of the Constitution.

Thus coercing the citizens to be involved in the democratic process contravenes their freedom of expression while reeking of liberalism."

&g i @I o aller & Sisie B are i wal $3IWB aIe wiselcl

"Finally, political science perspectives on the complexity of democracies argue that democracies need to accommodate dissent and
diversity of views. This includes the option of disengagement, namely, "right to abstain, to withhold assent, to refrain from making a
statement or from participating", if people believe, "voting is mistaken, undesirable, unnecessary or immoral"."
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HON. CHAIRPERSON : Shri Dubeyji, how much time will you take? I would like to know whether we can permit Shrimati Supriya Sule to introduce the
Bills.

SHRI NISHIKANT DUBEY: I have said that if you permit Shrimati Supriyaji, I have no problem. I have no issue.

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Okay, thank you.

COMPULSORY VOTING BILL, 2014 — Contd.
HON. CHAIRPERSON: Shri Nishikant Dubey to continue.
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"Is compulsory voting a dying phenomena in Western Europe? Perhaps in a few years, it will only be kept as a ghost in country's Constitution without
any intention to enforce it."

SHRI MALLIKARJUN KHARGE(GULBARGA) : He has to speak on behalf of 282 Members. So, he has to justify from all of them.
off Brfdreted ga @ WSSt e, o At @3 &) &dven st A & b e 3w st 3 oft smut doen usdr & dlifts snudbt arstgdt &) ... ()
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diféar o1t Boft anfde afiz 335 @i2 3 sodier wer -

"Thus the Law Commission does not recommend the introduction of compulsory voting in India and in fact, believes it to be highly
undesirable for a variety of reasons described above such as being undemocratic, illegitimate, expensive, unable to improve quality of
political participation and awareness, and difficult to implement.”
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HON. CHAIRPERSON : There are eight more Members to speak. Shri Dubey, please conclude.
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I want to participate in the discussion on the Bill introduced by Shri Janardan Singh 'Sigriwal'under the nomenclature - Compulsory Voting Bill, 2014.
It is intending to provide for compulsory voting by the electorates in the country and for matters connected therewith.

The concept of compulsory voting had also been initiated earlier in this House and outside the House as well. It is not a new concept that is being
examined. Over the years, the concept of compulsory voting has been discussed in various fora of our country and in the global arena also.

In the Statement of Objects and Reasons, it has been stated that our country is the largest democracy in the world having a population of more than
a billion. There is no dispute about it. But it is seen that only about 50 per cent of the eligible voters exercise their right to vote. In almost all the
elections in the country, it has been observed that the number of actual voters — I would like to highlight it — is far below the number of eligible
voters.

In the last Lok Sabha election, the eligible voters were accounted to be more than 81 crore. It is really a mindboggling aspect of Indian
democracy that 81 crore eligible voters are there who are entitled to exercise their franchise in order to elect someone of their choice to run this
country. So, naturally we are proud of it. It is the largest democracy in the world. It is a glorious democracy in the world and it is a vibrant
democracy in the world.

17.00h

But in the same vein I would like to highlight that still India is in the process of evolution as a democracy. We, as a country, are yet to achieve the
crown of matured democracy like the United States of America or other European countries. We are still recognised as an evolving democracy, rather
than a matured democracy. So, what is sauce for the goose cannot be the sauce for the gander. So, we have to devise our own ways without
compromising the basic tenets of democracy to run our country.

17.01 hours (Shri P.Venugopal in the Chair)

Therefore, we never exercised any kind of coercive measures in order to enhance the turn out of the electorate in our electoral system. We
never encouraged any kind of coercive policy, rather we always encouraged the persuasive policy in order to enhance the voter turn out in our
country. So, there is a widening gap between the number of actual voters and the number of eligible voters, as a result of which the average voting
is also low. Therefore, my esteemed colleague has suggested that some sort of legislative measures should be initiated to encourage the citizens to
exercise their votes in order to elect their representatives so that the results of the elections show the will of the electors and not just a segment of
them.

Sir, it is a lucid argument. There is no denying it. If anyone of us can garner a single vote more than my immediate contestant, then I will be
declared elected by a margin of even single vote. First past the post policy is being adopted in our country. But it does not mean, in any way, that
the elected person who has won the election by a single vote and not even been able to garner more than 50 per cent of the votes is being
represented by a majority of the electorate. However, he is elected. Naturally, there is some sort of contradiction and confusion in saying that
elected representatives is representing the majority of the electorate. This cannot be established by this argument. But it has become the norm and
practice of our country.

Here my esteemed colleague also spelt out that the problem of low voting percentage has become worse and the voting percentage has come
down even below 50 per cent. In many cases, citizens were deliberately avoiding casting of votes or even boycott elections. Therefore, the Bill seeks
to make voting compulsory for all the electorate subject to certain restrictions so that the voting percentage in the country is increased. However,
the citizens who are physically incapacitated or have bona fide reasons have been given exemptions under the Act. Since voting is being made
compulsory, punishment is also sought to be given to those who do not cast their votes. At the same time, incentives are also proposed for those
who do exercise their right to vote without break or in spite of illness.

Here, in this legislative document, to ensure casting of vote, carrot and stick policy has been proposed. On the one hand, there has been a provision
of punishment and on the other hand, there has been a provision of incentive. That means, both inducements and intimidations have been enshrined
in this legislative document. This is a new phenomenon that has been inserted here. Inducement and intimidation or threat are the twin weapons
that are being played in various parts of our country before, during and after elections.
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eloguent testimony that our electorates cannot be induced provided they have been offered an access to exercise their franchise. If they are able to
cast their votes, many fortunes could be tumbled, as has been evident in various parts of our country.
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HON. CHAIRPERSON: Hon. Members, there are still eight Members who want to speak on this Bill. If the House agrees, the time for discussion of
the Bill may be further extended by one hour.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Yes.
HON. CHAIRPERSON: Shri Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury, please continue.
...(Interruptions)
SHRI N.K. PREMACHANDRAN (KOLLAM): How can it be extended by one hour? I have already made a suggestion.

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Eight more hon. Members are there to speak.

SHRI N.K. PREMACHANDRAN: Kindly hear me. My point is that the Bill which has been approved or passed by the Rajya Sabha is pending before this
House. We should give priority to that Bill also. That is a matter which is related to the rights of the transgender persons in our society. So,
definitely, that should also be taken into consideration.

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Already you have made that suggestion. Why are you raising it again?
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SHRI N.K. PREMACHANDRAN: I have made the suggestion. Now, the time is extended and further extended....(Interruptions)
HON. CHAIRPERSON: Eight more Members are there to speak. This is also an important Bill.
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SHRI N.K. PREMACHANDRAN: I am strictly going by the rules. The time for the Private Members' Business is allotted by the Committee chaired by
the Deputy-Speaker. Two hours' time has been allocated for this. Now, the time has exceeded by seven hours. My point is that extending the time
further definitely gives a message that this House is not going to take up the Transgender Persons Bill. This is my point. Therefore, my point is that

please conclude the discussion today. I may be allowed to at least move the Bill. Let us have the discussion on the 18", Otherwise, this is the fourth
time that my Bill is being listed and not taken up. Unfortunately, the House is prolonging the discussion on the Compulsory Voting Bill and denying
the right of the deprived sections of the society...( Interruptions)

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Let him first complete it.

SHRI N.K. PREMACHANDRAN: The total time allotted to this Bill is two hours. The Mover has taken more than one hour How much time will you
allot? That is my question to the House.

HON. CHAIRPERSON: More Members are willing to speak. How can you deny the willingness of the Members? Eight more Members are there to
speak. How can you deny them the chance?
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SHRI N.K. PREMACHANDRAN: Every Member is willing to speak. Members have the right to speak. It is a question of decorum of the House. How to
conclude the discussion? Suppose all the Members want to speak. Will it be allowed? That is my question. That is why, we are fixing the time for a
Bill.

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Let us first complete this Bill. Let us see later on.

PROF. SAUGATA ROY (DUM DUM): I can understand it. He is very much anxious because the other Bill is in his name. Naturally, when he has taken
the trouble of moving a Bill, he would expect that he should be able to speak. I make this suggestion. Since many Members are interested, let the
debate continue. In the meantime, after Shri Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury finishes his speech, let him be allowed to move that the Bill be taken into
consideration.

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Prof. Roy, this is also an important Bill. Shri Premachandran, you can initiate the discussion on the 18th,
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HON. CHAIRPERSON: The House agrees to extend the time by one hour. Shri Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury, please continue.

oft areflz oter <dierdt = ardiew, 3 apft @ At 23 I8 en R el @ &3 A e usar & [ gzt 3 v Jiger sdaviel wiflorer 3, BRRS U ard 3, B u
fel3tsr &, s 531 arer sfiz gorra B A AU Al Siert B A B IS fsan smoem T safere ag ger 301 6 § B sad ag wfde den 2 @ st oft RBogzenst 3
BaMAzft 3 gu oft amer et gorrdl A amrer ordl & uret & oy sfifery goma ameler @ @wAST U el w3 whst darrer asvofl usedt &) ag wiar & @l domer asvafl usell 87 aen
ag sardt adphl B el ol 37 sandl SRR B wad @l 7ol as 2 @ - to ensure the electorates of casting their votes, we have to deploy our security
forces and contingents while defraying the huge expenditure. I think, this is a glaring example of democratic deficit, rather I say, in our country. It is
a deficit of democracy; it is a deficiency of democracy that we are witnessing in our country. My esteemed colleague, Shri Janardan Singh Sigriwal,
with a lot of confidence, he has a clear vision and intention to bring this legislation, he intends to strengthen our democracy so that we may be
recognised on par with other matured democracies in the world. But again I will say that only punitive measures cannot yield the desired results as
has been sought after by bringing this legislation. I would like to quote Joseph A. Schumpeter — "Democracy is a political method or an institutional
arrangement for arriving at political - legislative and administrative - decisions by vesting in certain individual power to decide on all matters as a
consequence of their successful pursuit of peoples' vote."

India is a democratic republic and we have attained our Independence by the sacrifice of the people of our country and by taking the conscience and
consent of the common people into confidence, we have established the democratic republic. Democracy is not new in the world. Even in India also,
democracy was nourished by our ancient civilization, However, modern democracy can be traced to the Athenian leader, Pericles who defined it as a
government in which people are powerful. According to Abraham Lincoln, it is the government of the people, by the people and for the people. Since
the times of Herodotus, the word *democracy' has been used to denote that form of government in which the ruling power of a State is largely
vested not in any particular class or classes but in the members of community as a whole.

Sir, in a democracy, electorates play the central part of this institution. Election is the central and core activity in a democratic concept. Since
elections are the life blood of democratic procedure, it is via the act of voting that democratic principles are protected. Electoral systems are the
main tools in which the notions of participation and representation are transformed into reality. The main purpose of the electoral system is to
exchange votes cast by electors, into seats in the Parliament. So, election and democracy could play a symbiotic role in strengthening of our country.
That is why, more and more voters should participate in the electoral process so that our democratic institutions could be strengthened further. To
achieve this result, we should think about the measures needed.

Here we are deliberating on compulsory voting. Compulsory voting has been experienced in many countries of the world. My esteemed colleague Shri
Nishikant Dubey also had referred to many examples regarding compulsory voting and its outcomes. Compulsory voting was first advocated by Alfred

Deaking at the turn of the 20N Century. Voting was voluntary at the first federal elections. Compulsory enrolment for federal elections was
introduced in 1911. In 1915, consideration was given to introduce compulsory voting for a proposed referendum. As the referendum was never held,
the idea was not pursued. Here, compulsory voting was first considered by our Parliament in 1950 and the chief architect of our Constitution Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar had rejected the idea as it was not suited for a country like India.

Sir, in the world, 28 countries indicate the trend towards which countries are moving globally. Here I would like to quote some references for your
convenience. Compulsory voting was first introduced in Belgium in the year 1892.

In Argentina it was introduced in 1914 and in Australia in 1924. What does it mean by compulsory voting? We are discussing about compulsory
voting.

Compulsory voting is a system in which electors are obliged to vote in elections or attend a polling place on voting day. Here, the report of Dinesh
Goswami Committee has also been cited which I do not want to repeat. Here, Tarkunde Committee Report is also relevant which I would like to
mention; I quote:

"We have seriously considered the desirability of making it compulsory for voters to cast their votes in these elections. It appears to us
that compulsory voting may be resented by the voters and may on balance prove counter-productive. It is desirable that compliance
with the duty to cast one's vote should be brought about by persuasion and political education, rather than compulsion. Moreover, the
implementation of a law of compulsory voting is likely to be very difficult and may lead to abuse."



The compulsory voting was first introduced as per the report in 28 countries. But most of the countries are gradually rejecting the idea of
compulsory voting. Even in Gujarat — it has been referred to Nishikant Dubey ji — where compulsory voting was introduced as a progressive
measure, it has also been negated by the High Court verdict. Naturally, the success of compulsory voting has not been very encouraging, that I can
say.

Any compulsion affects the freedom of an individual. There is no dispute about it. A democratic type of Government means that it was built on
the basis of respecting basic human freedoms and rights, particularly free choice. However, it can be violated if voting is made mandatory because
people would not have the freedom to not express their opinion. As we enjoy the freedom to vote, the right to vote, in the same way, we also enjoy
the right not to vote. ...(Interruptions) It could push individuals who have no interest in taking part of building a Government for the people to vote.
Although it could compel the citizens to educate themselves, there is also the possibility that those who are honestly not interested will be forced to
vote. This could push people to choose candidates randomly, forfeiting the purpose of an election, which is to place deserving people in key
positions. In other words, votes and consequently the budget spent for the polls will go to waste. It is not my personal opinion; it is the opinion of
the experts also.

It could minimize right to express religion. It could take away people's rights to express their religion. There are religious sectors that
discourage their members from participating in political events. Therefore, forcing them to vote explicitly violates their right to practise there religion.

Again, it would be unacceptable and unlawful to punish those who would choose not to vote. It would be a violation of the Fundamental
Rights to punish people who refuse to practice their right to suffrage. Again, voting is a right — it is not a duty — which means that people should
have the freedom to choose whether to vote or not.

Besides that imposing penalties and punishment to citizens, who have no interest in politics, would be unlawful because they did not harm
anybody; they did not violate anyone's right; and they did not break any law. But in spite of all they would be punished for committing no fault. That
is, I think, contrary to any democratic concept.

Sir, compulsory vote means ballot papers with no appropriate marking, encourages informal votes. Informal vote means that ballot papers with no
appropriate markings of voting rules could be used to cater for the large number of voters every election. We have already introduced NOTA in our
electoral process.

Now, I would like to tell our hon. Law Minister that it will require a considerable amount of money to enforce such law. How will you mobilise the
resources? If voting becomes compulsory, the Government will be compelled to punish those who violate it? It will require a large sum for law to be
enforced. It would also involve finding out who may or may not have broken the mandate although there would be fines as a result of the violation of
law. But this could not be enough to compensate what the Government has to spend to impose the law.,

If the punishment is imposed, I think, only the poor and the marginal people would have been severely affected because the rich can afford to
pay the fine. In the long run the poor and the marginal people will be hit hard if we try to quash themselves into casting their votes. It is all about
making it fear for all parties involved. If enforcing mandatory voting would violate people's basic right to not vote then, it would not be a practical
law.

Therefore, I would suggest that more and more awareness campaign should be conducted so that our common people, who are the electors of our
country, may be aware that it is their fundamental right that needs to be exercised as a citizen of our country. So more and more persuasive
measures, more and more educational measures and awareness measures should be resorted if we want more participation of electorates into our
voting mechanism.

I would be thankful to my esteemed colleague Sigriwal ji because he has brought this legislation with an honest intention. But the fact is that in a
country like India, where still we are languishing with illiteracy, people still believe in superstition and still where the witch hunt has been continuing
unabated, I think, it will not be the proper democratic diet for this country. Therefore, I would suggest that more and more persuasive measures
need to be adopted before making any kind of compulsory voting mechanism.
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HON. CHAIRPERSON: Mr. Ering, you may continue your speech next time.



The House stands adjourned to meet again on Monday, i.e., 7t December,
2015 at 11 a.m.

18.00 hours

The Lok Sabha then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock

on Monday, December 7, 2015/ Agrahayana 16, 1937 (Saka).
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