Title: Further discussion on the statement made by the Prime Minister in the House on 27th May, 1998 on the
recent nuclear tests in Pokhran raised by Shri Indrajit Gupta on the 27th May, 1998.
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This was the reaction of the people.
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We do not intend to use these weapons for aggression or for mounting threats against any country, these are
weapons of self-defence, to ensure that India is not subjected to nuclear threats or coercion. We do not intend to
engage in an arms race.
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15.04 hrs. (Shri Rahuvansh Prasad Singh, in the Chair)
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SHRI RAJESH PILOT : He has quoted the Sunday magazine. He is only quoting a magazine.
MAJOR GENERAL BHUVAN CHANDRA KHANDURI, AVSM : It has been ruled here.

SHRI RAJESH PILOT : The Sunday magazine is a known magazine. He mentioned the Sunday magazine and
he is quoting it.
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SHRI TAPAN SIKDAR (DUMDUM): You please go through our Agenda.
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... (cTIY)
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AR & ffar 2

...(UF)
gt fara Tiget : 97 o781 gan € & g0 arvdt Wt wETy] Wit e foran, a1 SR oRierr & AR | w9 |
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it e ToE AR : # o g7 € 1 wWiew Ot 99 9% g0 §, S o g § HiE a1 SEwe 3 8 T8I @ | /A %00 ¥ HRT
eI B qH F | I IS U {HaAl fAaee €, 9% g9 At Jart | 59 wed WAy 9 9a| | o € a9t 3 & 5ee § F eER e
fohat foareet €, admEa, g6 Wi 8 SR 9EE | eot iR TRt faaree e o € iR 9 79 weH 99 & {6 FHve aue WReen
AR H ol B 2 FE WU HAl ST A AT STSAON S A | IR A AT qAT S Al 2 B fgawhel A€ 2 | gW At quT 734 5 € g9 @
&, = ot Ter Wt S wen §, A A 9" W] gegs daR @ 7§, 9 S, framet ® ar § off s S

... (EFEY™)

AT FT T & TS A0 20 I8 FHT T T 4 TR FUE 4= =T | (FTTH)
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... (SFaYF)



™RT T8 FeTT ¢ % o =7 Wi &t F9 Aih= BT FROTFATE |
... (FFYM)

16.00 hrs.

ot gerad T arga: gamfa wgisd, soe 31 & f6u gue w55 98 $ ™ W 3% 8 @91 FX SIS | ¥ &t Sy S 991 S & T
3t Y SE WX & e 37 | H 98 H§ 6T § 6 Y WY ARA it HeWIR $E I8 €, € T 8 | 3T oA FAl 9t @ €

.. (SHEIHE)

ot fortar Maret @ &9 &e @ ¢ % gan) vifam og 1@ @ 3R a0 mewifa o= 1@ | 3T U7 F8a 29 &1 §1 F1 qtael F1 aig @ &1 a9
T YFR FI 90 FEHT 397 F T H FATGA HI A FAAR FI @ 2 |

... (=g4m)

[T WEIa FUAT Vit TRGT | FUAT ST | T B! dier 3190 | Ferad f6g it o9 difee | o # 36 TR @ ISH e 31 el ¢ |
oy forg faw & dea ate @ €2

... (aam)
[T AEITT : 39 H T HT HAHGAT TYHIT @7 IIET | 97 FHI GIEAT HT HHAT GAIR ¢ |
.. (5HFYM)

st Herran e ame: gamafa Tetga, e St off 0wt ara e ateht @ e 2w F qren F @aw e g g S o Mo s @t
HI 21 &9 at Foel g9 @ ¢ 6 w1 3mus are 3 oS €1 PR 39 SaEn 9, @ aaid, J adq= 9, 7 9ard | g5 B8 ot Mot s
T H 2179 A FF 9P W@ € T AUS U A <A €2 3R &, ot v gelt gt s 397 1 e weiedt S w1 @ gt 2

... (==gF)

MAJOR GENERAL BHUVAN CHANDRA KHANDURI, AVSM : Take it very seriously. Do not take it so
lightly...(Interruptions)

gumufd TEied, TAR W & 4 &7 H3t Heled, TeA H 39 it 80 B 9N § Gonl 99 2 @ €, St Herfa v & feq F 7€t 21 w0 qd w7
ga AT ot Toter urrere Sft, St At Suferd €, @ St 3 arat @ auda w1 @ €2 § 39 gEnt e s € fF @ @ et gt st
T ATl w1 g w5 € 2

... (ZF4)

16.04 hrs. (Mr. P.M. Sayeed , in the chair)

it Tt A =S gurafa TeieE, 39 ® qd 6 T 9Eied 3 T H I Sral H HEHT S HI & FereY Mot o7 Hi F ) gfey s
aremy |/ W A 2 fF F aeT F 3w @ At A’y

... (=FE)
Tt Teigg o gormay fae it s gag &t & @ s vy e & faw €

.. (FHFYE)



MR. CHAIRMAN : I am on my legs. Shri Mulayam Singh Yadav, you have already taken about 45 minutes.
Kindly bear with me. Kindly conclude now.

st Herram ff ame: w3, T o A 7 sra-sia § Zi-gte #1 3R Oe-3i% wY F9RT SR 99T o o 2
.. (=FFYH)

it ot g =t gumafa geeE, B3 amufe g )

... (ZF4M)

sft Hemam feie awa

MR. CHAIRMAN : [ am on my legs.

st wrer A e |marafa weieg, gE 95 T ard @, St et ot gemaw fug ot 3 w5

.. (HEUT)
3y 7 smufe g S

... (=)
g i, A smafey g ot w2
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# oo mrer @ oft gowrad St @ S e €1 S et R @ meR e owH] wgsst 9 oft @ 2 3T Hoeid 36 Tew o
&l 911 F gERt W1 F SR A, IHH! et dig-FTe FH TR W @ T | € HH HAA ... | @ H Fhall ¢, 3V W T A B FaTeA
8l 331 WHAT| ... (FAYM) & TAH! ATE AT AN |

... ()
3. MRIHEHH 9% (RRER) : GHE FeI5d, 3T 78 FH1aart & Fehean St |
... (=g4m)
... ()
16.06 hrs. (At this stage shri Pradeep Kumar Yadav and
some other Hon. members came and stood near the Table)
16.07 hrs.

At this stage Shri Pradeep Kumar Yadav and

some other Hon. members went back to their seats)



MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Jogi, kindly be seated.
... (Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: May I appeal to all of you to be seated? Do you allow me to speak or not? This is a very
delicate issue.

oft arsfia St : o wew Tt 1 Sem w2 @ F

... (=Ig™)

w3t St 3 T IR svarEE fear o i g o wewt wt gafad s L. (SFaue) qEHE goas fae St e @ € e st B o
dier et 2 T 2

... (=)
I AT e aret € at e At of se 78t 3
... (=TaYM)

MR. CHAIRMAN: You please allow me to have my say. Do you not allow me also to speak? Please be seated.
oft arsfia St ¢ e fepat AR sveraa faan 2, ot et S A feret AR enverae feam @ | WA T e @ WEg = ?

.. (FEIYT)

&q of fret it e 7@ 3

oo (FTEYE)

areamt St Stel at 7 ot A Ao 7@t I

... (=TaYM)

* Expunged as ordered by the chair.
st wie= e (Fafear): wwmla weiea, sat TR o1 & 7| 39 W) AT JiE S 2

... (=gaH)
T 3TH FEHRT 8 Hheren i) ... (FHea=) AT 399 /G JHEEd |

.. (FHEYT)
2. IRIHEHA % : T8 HEG HT G 2 |

... (=FE)

MR. CHAIRMAN: I do not want anybody to express any derogatory remarks against any Member particularly
with regard to our security. Any such remarks expressed here would be expunged. Please continue.

ot wig= e @ o & el et 2



ore (U

T g THR o 2

.. (TIYT)

Tl 0 & U frieR wew 7 ot ard &t 21 ... (SHaue)

THE MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS (SHRI L.K. ADVANI): If anyone from the Government Benches has
described an hon. Member of this House as ........ [ apologise for it apart from the fact that you may expunge it.
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... (=Ig™)

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE (BOLPUR): I have been conceding to everybody. If I am not called upon to
speak, [ will have to stage a walk-out.



ot FE wTer G ¢ 39 T T | I @ AR T @ At @ AR Fei | =GR A et €

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERIJEE : I must concede to the Minister. The Speaker had said that after Shri Advani,
I can speak.
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"The Government's announcement that India has successfully carried out an underground nuclear explosion has
been hailed with hallelujah from all sides.

Only twice in recent years has one witnessed such a mood of national elation - first when the Indian Army
entered Dacca to liberate Bangladesh and now when India has virtually entered the nuclear club."
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"Now, we are entitled to know from the Prime Minister when did this threat begin. Did it begin on the 19th of
March when he took over? Or, did it begin on the 8th of April when he gave the green signal to his scientists? ...



Have the Pakistanis mounted an exercise which threatened the city of Amritsar?"

Mark the words. Every word is important - "Have the Pakistanis mounted an exercise which threatened the city
of Amritsar?'

And, later on, he goes on to say:

"For 25 years, since 1971, there has been no security threat to India (meaning, from Pakistan). The Simla
Agreement has ensured that there is no conflict with Pakistan."

Frankly, I cannot agree with this kind of an analysis of the situation. In fact, it is a total disagreement with this
analysis that has made the Government of India take the decision that it had taken.

Subsequently, something similar was said by Shri P. Chidambaram also. Let me quote that also. It would be in
place.

Questioning the same security concept Shri Chidambaram said, "The last war with Pakistan was fought 27 years
ago'. And then he described how the hon. former Prime Minister, Shri Inder Kumar Gujral in his negotiations
with Nawaz Sharif and President Clinton saw to it that so far as relations with Pakistan were concerned they
moved towards normalcy.

I would not like to comment on the puerile tactic that he indulged in about the Vajpayee doctrine and the Advani
doctrine because that 1s a very pet copy of many journalists trying to drive a wedge between the two. [ would not
expect Shri Chidambaram to do that.

Shri Natwar Singh in his speech had said that Shri Vajpayee has mentioned Nehruji and Indiraji, but perhaps he
did not mention Rajivji and that it was understood. He said something like that. He quoted Rajivji who had made
a very fervent appeal for nuclear disarmament and said that it did not succeed for different reasons. He said:-

"Rajiv Gandhi said that all nuclear weapons should be abolished by 2010 and Gorbachev came out with a
proposal, if I remember correctly, that the nuclear weapons should be abolished by 2005. Then the Soviet Union
disintegrated."

I do not know why Shri Natwar Singh or Shr1 Chidambaram conveniently disregarded the fact that in 1991 just
before the elections, the Congress Party came forth with a manifesto and let us see what the manifesto says. It
took cognizance of the threat that this Government has taken cognizance of. The 1991 election was fought by the
Congress under the leadership of Rajivji. The 1991 Congress manifesto was prepared under the aegis of Rajivji.
On Page 54 it says:-

"We are deeply concerned that Pakistan 1s developing the nuclear weapons. It 1s hoped that they will desist from
this disastrous path. They have already inflicted four wars upon India. In case Pakistan persists with the
development and deployment of nuclear weapons, India will be constrained to review her policy to meet the
threat".

Generally, I am sure, in all documents of this kind Shri Chidambaram has a role. But I do not know whether he
had any role in drafting the 1991 manifesto. But this is what I read. Have you read this? I was really surprised.
This was the manifesto of the Congress Party.

SHRI RAJESH PILOT : We still say and had been saying that we keep the options open. We have all along been
saying that weaponisation would damage our foreign policy. ... (Interruptions)

SHRI NATWAR SINGH (BHARATPUR): Shri Advani, [ am very glad that you have read this. What is wrong
in it?

SHRI L.K. ADVANI: I do not see anything wrong 1n this.



I only say that there is a threat perception which you tried to deny to this Government. ... (Interruptions)
SHRI NATWAR SINGH : We expect you to do better. It is feeble.
SHRI L.K. ADVANI: You have done as badly as you can. I will try to do better.

Sir, this is in so far as the security environment is concerned. I said that I would have ordinarily not intervened in
this debate and left it to the intervention by the Defence Minister and then the final reply by the Prime Minister.

In so far as the relations with other countries are concerned and in so far as external security 1s concerned, they
are the concerns either of the External Affairs Minister or of the Defence Minister. But [ do believe that in so far
as relations with Pakistan are concerned, they impinge not only on our external security but also on our internal
security; and as a person who has been entrusted with the responsibility of looking after internal security, I feel
that I can contribute something to this debate.

I believe that since 1947, Pakistan which declared itself a theocratic State has failed to reconcile with the fact
that India has declared itself a non-denominational secular State, because commitment to theocracy and
commitment to the two-nation theory logically lead to Kashmir becoming a part of Pakistan. But it did not
happen. The leadership of Kashmir and the people of Kashmir decided to go along with India; and they have
remained a part of this country since then.

Pakistan's failure to reconcile with this fact has been at the root of many problems that the country is facing in
Jammu and Kashmir. That is how, there was a war in 1947, there was a war in 1965 and in a way, even the war
in 1971 was related to that. But having failed in all the wars, they adopted a certain strategy which those
concerned with India's security can never afford to discard and ignore. It cannot be done. Only those who
discard it can think in terms of making statements of this kind: "Are they mounting an attack on Amritsar? Are
they doing this? After all, they have very good talks with us. The Gujral doctrine was functioning very well; if
you want to throw it overboard, you can do it. Why do you talk about threat perceptions when there are no
threats at all? It is hunky-dory all along." It is only that kind of thinking that shows that we are totally oblivious
of it or we shut our eyes ostrich-like to the fact that after the war in 1971, Pakistan decided upon a different
strategy.

If any one of us had read the speech of President Zia in the meeting
of Army Officials, they would have come to know what he had meant by
“Operation Topac'. He spelt out what Operation Topac meant, in that meeting.
Topac is supposed to be a guerilla warfare hero of South America. He undertook
the guerilla warfare against the Spaniards who ruled those States there. After
his name, this Operation Topac was conceived. What are the elements of this
Operation? Operation Topac has three overlapping stages. The first is to raise
the level of anti-India feelings among the people of Kashmir; the second is to
create militancy and project it as a home-grown Islamic uprising and the third
is to bring about a state of collapse in urban as well as rural areas with
Srinagar as the centre of gravity for political and religious mobilisation.

Sir, I quote what President Zia had said at the Conference:

"In the past, we have opted for hamhanded military operations; and therefore, we failed. We must keep our
military options for the moment, as a coup de grace, if and when necessary."

This is what President Zia had told his Army Officials when he unravelled this Operation Topac. We cannot
afford to ignore that and we cannot afford to ignore what happened further because shortly after 1971, Pakistan
went ahead in the direction of becoming a nuclear power itself.

And I believe that Pakistan's strategy vis-a-vis, Jammu and Kashmir has been two-pronged. On the one hand, to
pursue this Operation Topac and on the other hand, to become a nuclear weapons power. And if you become a
nuclear weapons power, then, what happens?



Now, here I have a document produced by the US House of Representatives, Washington and this document has
been prepared by the Congress, namely, Task Force on Terrorism and Unconventional Warfare. The main author
of this article is Mr. Yossef Bodansky. Mr. Bodansky is the Director of this Task Force on Terrorism and
Unconventional Warfare. He says:

"The ISI's support for the Islamist insurgency and terrorism in Kashmir is a direct by-product of Pakistan's grand
strategy.

And this is the grand strategy. This document says:

"In mid-February, 1995, a Foreign Ministry spokesman of Pakistan warned that "if India carries out another
aggression and war breaks out between Pakistan and India, it would not be a war of a thousand years or even a
thousand hours but only a few minutes and India should not be oblivious to the potential devastation." (The
"thousand year war" is a reference to Zulfigar Ali Bhutto's statement of the extent of Pakistan's commitment to a
struggle with India.) Other Pakistani officials were quick to clarify the statement. They stressed that the
statement "warned India not by implication but in clear terms that the next war will only last a few seconds and
will bring inconceivable destruction and devastation. This clearly indicates that the Pakistani Government has
bravely displayed its nuclear capability." The officials added that "Pakistan is really in a position to strike a
heavy blow against India through its nuclear capability."

Shri Shiv Shankar is not there. I wish he was there. This may be a bravado...(interruptions)...He is there. This
may be a thinking in terms of an imaginary misadventure. | was surprised that he used the word "bravado'
against Shri Vajpayee and his Government. He used the word "misadventure' against Shri Vajpayee when even
the NAM Conference felt that there was no bravado. This is only a kind of protest against nuclear apartheid
sought to be imposed on India by the nuclear weapons countries. It was supposed to be a natural thing that India
had to do when it was thinking of its security. It is something that has been endorsed by millions in the country.
You go to any part of the country. You go to the villages; you go to the towns; you go to the cities. Except for the
dissonant voice that was heard in this House yesterday, there will be a very few dissonant voices. It will be the
same kind of elation and joy. In fact, people from abroad kept ringing me again and again that for the first time,
they feel proud that we are there and till now, no one took notice of us...(interruptions)...

I entirely agree with what Shri Indrajitj Gupta said that bomb by itself cannot provide security. I agree with him.
Vietnam did not have a bomb. America had a bomb. Yet, Vietnam withstood their onslaught for years on end.
You have to create that kind of patriotism and self-pride. It is an occasion like this which instills that self-pride
and create patriotism. But when everything is prevented like there will be sanctions now there will be a burden
that will come which you will have to face when you have no delivery system and nothing to match that, you
will have to pay Rs.40,000 crore to the Army and the Armed Forces. Are you trying to instill patriotism? Are
you trying to build up the morale of the people? What kind of contribution are we going to make?

I would have no objection to legitimate criticism. But to say that there is no threat at all and everything is hunky-
dory, I am sorry, I cannot agree with it. This Government cannot agree with it. This Government has not kept
anyone in the dark. From day one, we said that we would do it.

We talked of a nuclear deterrent. For anyone to argue how can there be a nuclear weapon for defence, we never
used the word "defence’ really. We simply said that we had no aggressive intentions for anyone. But "deterrent' is
something which has been the principal reason. Even though many powers in the world have had nuclear
arsenals which could destroy the world many times, even then, after Hiroshima and Nagasaki, no one has used
them. One reason is deterrence. That is one reason. That is not the only reason. I entirely appreciate it.
Therefore, this Government's policy is not confined to simply going in for nuclear explosion and on that basis go
on thinking that we are secure.

SHRI P. CHIDAMBARAM (SIVAGANGA): As long as you were using the word "nuclear deterrent’, I did not
want to comment. But I want to read from Prime Minister's statement. I was surprised by this phrase. Paragraph
10 of the Prime Minister's statement says:



"We do not intend to use these weapons for aggression or for mounting threats against any country. These are
weapons of self-defence."

I wanted to know what you meant by a nuclear weapon for self-defence. That is what I asked yesterday.

SHRI L.K. ADVANI : This is precisely what I would explain. Deterrence itself is defence. After all, when a
country has a nuclear weapon, it uses that weapon even for diplomatic coercion. It has used it in the past.
Countries have been doing it. We would not like to be subjected to that. It is in this context that the Prime
Minister used the word “defence'. It is for us.

Similarly, because you have mentioned this, I would like to say that conscious of what was happening in
Kashmir, conscious particularly of the fact that in the last couple of months or three months, the militants and
their mentors across the line have decided upon a new strategy in Jammu and Kashmir. Earlier, the focus was on
the Valley: attack people in the Valley and kill people in the Valley so that the minorities - the Hindus - in the
Valley quit the Valley. And having succeeded in that design, they turned their attention elsewhere and decided:
"Let us go to the Jammu region of Jammu and Kashmir State and from there try to drive out the minorities."

Immediately after getting the report about Udhampur, I personally went there and visited those hamlets. So, in
that kind of massacre that had taken place in which 26 persons - men, women and children - were killed in cold
blood, not one of them was shot with a bullet. But everyone of them was cut into pieces. The purpose was very
clear to see that all these people belonging to the Hindu community migrate from there and gradually not only
the Kashmir Valley but the adjunct parts of Jammu province, namely, Udhampur district, Rajouri district,
Poonch district and Doda district are also ethnically cleansed according to these militants. So, immediately as
persons connected with internal security, we decided to convene a high level meeting. I am happy to say that all
people concerned attended that meeting. The Governor of Jammu and Kashmir, the Chief Minister of Jammu
and Kashmir, the Chief of Army Staff, representatives from the Prime Minister's Secretariat and the Government
of India, the Defence Minister and all of us today came to the conclusion that one of the shortcomings in our
approach to militancy in Jammu and Kashmir had, till now, been that we had been reacting to what they did.

So we said that let us try to evolve a policy which is not reactive, but which is pro-active. In case of Udhampur I
said that after these incidents have occurred we have arrested a few people. Why did we not flush out these
terrorists beforehand? We should have flushed them out beforehand and saved these citizens from this kind of a
massacre. That is the context in which I used the word “pro-active'.

In fact, at the Press Conference, some of them asked does "pro-active' means hot pursuit, chasing the enemy
across the Line of Control? I said, "no, pro-active means simply pro-active, that we do not react. We should take
pre-emptive action'.

Now, I am told by my friends in the Lok Sabha that what I have said is highly objectionable. Accordingly to
them, in Defence parlence what I have said means that our Army will go right across the border and go and
attack the enemies there. In the other House, today, some Members mentioned that Indian Army has already
done that. This is totally baseless.
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In this case I would give all credit to Shri Vajpayee. He has executed this entire programme in a manner in
which it ought to have been executed. I am not aware of it but you have said that he gave clearance to the
scientists on the 8th of April. It may have been reported in the Press. [ would not even ask him but I do know
that even the Raksha Mantri or myself, or those who came to know of it came to know only when it was
necessary for him to communicate it and approximately at the same time he was even looking for Shri Sharad
Pawar to communicate to him this decision of the Government. So, I would say that he has conducted this entire
exercise in an exemplary manner; in a manner in which the Prime Minister of a country ought to have done it.
Therefore, today we can be proud of the fact,
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SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA (MIDNAPORE): I would like to get some clarification on one point. As far as I could
understand it, the entire speech of the Minister of Home Affairs was aimed at showing that the main threat to our
security is coming from Pakistan. The whole thing has been analysed on the basis of a threat from Pakistan,
whereas the Defence Minister was shouting against China all the time saying that the whole threat is coming
from China. This is why I have said that the Government should learn not to speak in different voices but if
possible, in one voice.

">SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE (BOLPUR): Mr. Chairman, Sir, the Home Minister chose to intervene in
this debate because according to him Pakistan 1s such a threat that it was essential to have this explosion.

SHRI L.K. ADVANI: I have said that insofar as Pakistan is concerned, it impinges not only on external security
but also on internal security. I have not made any comment on foreign policy or Defence in general.

SHRI K. NATWAR SINGH : Do you need an atomic bomb to fight a proxy war? Let us know this.



SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERIJEE: Mr. Chairman, Sir, yesterday the intervention by the Defence Minister was
more defensive about maintaining his position in the Government. He was very very defensive in his speech. It
was not the usual George Fernandes' performance. The performance of Shri Advani just now clearly shows the
confusion that is there in this Government.

They are groping in the dark to find out a justification now, specially so after the statement of the Prime Minister
yesterday. I think, Mr. Chidambaram was right in asking that question on the difference between the approach of
the Prime Minister and the approach of the Home Minister. Following his clarification, that question becomes
much more pertinent.

The main theme of Mr. Advani's speech, apart from what this country apprehends from Pakistan, is that to rouse
a sense of pride amongst the people of this country this was necessary; that it is the greatest achievement and the
people of this country feel proud of it; that there is jubilation all around; and that now there is acknowledgement
of the role of the BJP Government under the leadership of Mr. Atal Bihari Vajpayee. This is the only real
achievement of this exercise.

Sir, we yield to none in accepting the signal contribution made by the scientists and engineers 1n this respect. It
1s not the monopoly of that side to express their views of support and acclamation, we also do that. But the
question is, this achievement is now sought to be utilised for objectives with political overtones.

I recall the Special Session of Parliament held in celebration of the Fiftieth year of our Independence when we
spent hours and hours for several days to discuss the situation prevailing in this country, things ailing this
country, apart from the achievements we have been able to make. The present Prime Minister was then the
Leader of Opposition, incidentally. I think, that role suits him much better. He made an eloquent speech then.
But never did we hear of any reservation expressed by him about our security perception or of the threat this
country was supposedly facing. When we were covering the entire gamut of the economy and other aspects of
this country, he never advocated any change in our well-established and long-standing nuclear policy.

During that debate, we discussed about poverty, about hunger, about
unemployment, about unrestrained population growth, about health care,
illiteracy, power shortage, water shortage; we discussed about probity and
transparency in public life; and we spoke about criminalisation of politics
and many other things. I think, I am sure everybody will agree with me, that
the strength of a country depends on curing these ills.

Even after fifty years of Independence, half of the people in this country are below the poverty line. Millions and
millions of people are without jobs. When Mr. Indrajit Gupta rightly pointed out yesterday that there was
shortage of water and power in the Capital, Mr. George Fernandes ridiculed him -- as if that was also a great
achievement of this Government -- saying that the discussion was on nuclear power and, therefore, one should
not raise the question of shortage of power and water in the capital of this country. During the Question Hour
yesterday, or today itself, Members from all sides of the House clamouring for drinking water and asking the
Minister to find out means to supply drinking water, shows the position in which this country is.

We never said that we do not want scientific development. We were also very happy and proud when our
scientists were able to make a super computer following the denial of the USA to supply one. We also acclaimed
the scientists of this country when they placed our satellites in the orbit. We have been openly applauding their
achievements. We are proud of the fact that in spite of several restraints and shortages, in spite of lack of full
finances and facilities, our scientists and engineers had been able to attain great achievements with high level of
dedication. We are proud of them.

1700 hours (Dr. Laximarayan Pandey in the Chair)

But do not try to arrogate that to your political purposes. We are now told of this security problem. Yes, there is a
security problem. Since that unanimous resolution that was passed in this House, the only important
development that has taken place has been the installation of this Government under the leadership of Shri Atal



Bihari Vajpayee. A Government which is nothing but composed of a rickety coalition of all sorts of political
parties and with no commonality of interests or policies, apart from somehow to get in and remain in power.

Since 19th of March, this Government has come into being here and we have seen how the mutual bickerings
have taken place between its constituents, how bullying tactics have been adopted by the different components
of what I call these "hoax' of a coalition. Three Ministers have already gone. Several Ministers are under charge-
sheet with the demands made by one against the other in the coalition asking for their resignation. And
throughout this period, you have seen a non-performing Government with a lot of packages and the Prime
Minister in bondage. He was completely quiet. He was not saying anything. He was almost on hibernation for all
these days.

17.02 hrs (Mr. Speaker in the Chair)

My very good friend, the Deputy-Chairman of the Planning Commission had hardly time to enter the Yojana
Bhawan. He was perambulating all across the country undertaking damage control activity.

Now, Shri Ramakrishna Hegde, the Commerce Minister, a very close associate of our distinguished Prime
Minister has said that our Prime Minister 1s fatigued; he 1s frustrated; he is tired, how can he function? But
suddenly we find that our Prime Minister has become very bold and very active. Although he still looks very
unhappy. I am sure, he is not happy.

Whatever happened on 11th and 13th May, along with the people of this country - according to Shri Advani's
perception - our Prime Minister is also proud. Now, they say the whole justification is a question of security
perception. Yes, security problem is there, but more of the parties; more of the Government, than of the country.
But, in the name of patriotism, Shri Advani and Shri Vajpayee will not allow any of their allies to raise any
discordant voices, no more claims; no more demands; the packages have now been sealed and the Agenda is
now very clear - "Hindu Nationalism'.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, never in the history of Independent India that such a momentous decision has been taken on
such narrow, partisan political purpose to save the Government which has a tenuous support from only a quarter
or 25 per cent of the people in this country. This feeling is reinforced by one of the important functionaries of
this Government and of the Sangh Parivar. Sangh Parivar has loaned a very important economist to BJP now. |
quote:

"India going nuclear has always been on the BJP agenda. But right now, the explosions were our insulation
against instability. Not only does it protect us from the irritation or blackmail - the blackmail of allies...."

It has also projected the BJP and the Government capable of taking hard decisions.

The object 1s very clear. Now, what we find 1s -- and I do not know whether the Prime Minister's clearance was
obtained -- that Mr. Seshadrichari, Editor of the RSS Mouth Piece, "Organiser’, toured the Bhabha Atomic
Research Centre even as the countdown had begun. He said that it was a friendly visit. Suddenly, he makes a
friendly visit to Bhabha Atomic Research Centre just before this explosion. "Organiser' was the newspaper
which first published this news on the 11th of May itself. These are very serious matters.

Now, I would say about Shri Govindacharya. Nobody would deny his authority. He said and I quote, -- kindly
see the comparison -- "Like the feeling attached to Ayodhya, the nuclear tests are an emotional nationalist
assertion." This 1s the response. Then, of course, our good friend, the Political Advisor to the Prime Minister, the
‘Smiling Buddha' all the time, said, "It is not a nuclear test, but a test of nationalism."

Mr. Speaker Sir, the BJP's Executive of Rajasthan chalked out a plan for the Prime Minister to hold a public
meeting. He did not agree to that probably, but that was the decision of his Party Executive of Rajasthan. A
senior BJP leader said, "there would be religious pilgrimage in Pokhran following which rallies would head,
some with the sands of Pokhran". The emotion behind the proposal to spread Pokhran sand was to spread the
feeling of national self-confidence. All these things are not necessary.



There was a spontaneous rousing of the feeling of pride and fulfilment...(Interruptions) Yes, it is so far a
scientific achievement and it should be kept there. I agree with them fully. But they are utilising it for purposes
which the scientists will shudder from. We were not thinking of the mileage to be given to BJP, not to this
Government and not to the Prime Minister. Sir, strange arguments are being put forward by the senior Members,
including a Minister on the opposite side, that the scientists are getting frustrated, they are going to retire soon,
s0, before their retirement something must be done.

Sir, unfortunately everybody has to retire some time or the other. That was said today also by Shri Barnala. Shri
Jag Mohan said yesterday that they were getting frustrated. To avoid frustration of our distinguished scientists,
Shri Gujral had rightly decided to confer ‘Bharat Ratna' on one of them. They will go on exploding nuclear
bombs, nuclear devices. We want them to continue with full vigour, full alertness, full control of their abilities
and efficiencies. For years and years to come, give them extensions, I do not mind, although there may be other
very eminent people. What we are trying to find out is the real objective.

Sir, the BJP manifesto of 1998 said clearly -- I agree that the BJP's stand has been consistent on this -- that India
should expedite its nuclear policy and exercise the right to induct nuclear option. But they had to enter into the
hotch-potch of a Government. They had to make some adjustments here and there. They said that they had
agreed -- so many parties sitting together had entered into an agreement -- to prepare a national agenda.

And this National Agenda, if it was not to hoodwink the people, very categorically said: "We will establish a
National Security Council." Sir, this is necessary. So far, the Government's spokesman has avoided this. I had to
repeat this because we need an answer to this. It says:

"We will establish a National Security Council to analyse the military, economic and political threats to the
nation, also to continuously advise the Government. This Council will undertake India's first ever strategic
defence review to ensure the security, territorial integrity and unity of India. We will take all necessary steps and
exercise all available options. Towards that end, we will reevaluate the nuclear policy and exercise the option to
induct nuclear weapons."

The BJP manifesto did not talk of that but I find, subject to correction, that the National Agenda made a
commitment to this.

Now, Sir, the Defence Minister, on the 20th of March, had said: "The nuclear option had been put on hold. We
did not say, we were going for nuclear weapons. We will reevaluate policies to ensure security. In the light of
that, we will decide on the nuclear option." That was what he had said on the 20th of March. The Defence
Minister of India has been withdrawing whatever he 1s saying because of the Prime Minister's pulling him
apparently.

Now, Sir, this National Security Council is not yet formed. Shri Jaswant Singh is a poor chap. I would have liked
him to be here. You could not get him here. You are giving all sorts of jobs. Now he has to find out the persons
for this Council. Now his job is not over. You are sending him to Chennai so often. How can he have time?

Therefore, without this study, without this review, how could you do this?

Sir, it appears that, on the very first day itself, on the 19th of March, the Prime Minister, Shri Atal Bihari
Vajpayee had called Dr. Chidambaram and said: "How do you like this testing?" He came out all smiling, as the
newspapers and the journals said. Therefore, this decision was taken on the very first day. This National Agenda
was a ‘tamasha'. | had said, during the last debate, that this National Agenda is a 'national tamasha'. Therefore,
you do not follow it. Just to arouse a sense of pride, you go back on your commitment to the nation, commitment
to all these small fries -- not personal disrespect but party-wise...(Interruptions)

SHRI VAIKO : Do you call us ‘small fries'? ...(Interruptions)

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERIJEE : No, it is only party-wise, very small parties. You will be swallowed up soon.
...(Interruptions)



Shri Sudharshan of RSS had said that in 1996 -- within that thirteen day constitutional aberration, as I had said

earlier -- the BJP was having a nuclear explosion in mind. But at that time there was no Ghauri. Even then you
decided it.

Shri Advani, during that time you were not in the Government. We duly appreciated your desire not to come
back without the clearance but that charge-sheet has remained with you. However, there is another charge-sheet.
Somehow, charge-sheets are not leaving you.

Now, Mr. Speaker, Sir, coupled with this, we find a decision to have a monument there called "shakti peeth' and
also to construct a temple. What is the message to the people?

We have a very very competent Minister for Information and Broadcasting. Of course, she cannot control that 71
year old person but she has her own tentacles.

She knows. She maintains very good equation with people who met her in different sections of the media. Now,
lo and behold, Shri Gill does not control Star Plus, Zee TV and TVI. Therefore, generally all these are
orchestrated exuberance of the people as if they are caught hold of from the market. So what do you see? Hail
Shri Vajpayee. Only BJP could do this. But these are the types of responses that you see.

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA : Even she is doing all this.

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERIJEE : She 1s inspiring. I know her wishes are sufficient. Therefore, it is not a
question of mere scientific test, Mr. Prime Minister, it is a question of scientific test plus something. That is why,
we are here. Some of you are saying that we are traitors, we are un-patriotic or not patriotic enough, but Sir, we
have always supported whichever Government was in power. At least our Party has never been in power. It is a
party of self-abnegation. You know that. We did not want, although you offered the Prime Ministership.

Sir, we have always said on this issue of fighting terrorism in Punjab, on fighting insurgency in Jammu and
Kashmir that we shall support the Government. Our Party has had to sacrifice many lives in Punjab and also in
Kashmir. Our comrades have laid down their lives for maintaining the integrity of this country. Therefore, do not
think that it 1s only your Party's great prerogative but it is also a right, prerogative and duty of every Indian in
this country. I am happy that our Party has contributed, maybe, not in the so vocal sense as you are able to do.

But today on the basis of these scientific achievements that have been made, you now want to, as I said, arrogate
every credit. Rightly, Shri Chidambaram said that there can be only three questions. Of course, he mentioned the
most important course as the last one. But that is the first course which is the real one.

Today naturally you are not happy. With this motley crowd, how can you be happy? They are not allowing you
to function properly. Therefore, Mr. Prime Minister, the attempt to try to show to the people that a great decision
has been taken, a great achievement by you, is not true. Shri Mulayam Singh Yadav has rightly said everything
was ready. You did not have to do anything except to take a decision.

But the question is: why are we worried? After a long, long period of time and assiduously with great effort and
great, as I said, diplomacy, things were becoming normal. Since the visit of Shri Rajiv Gandhi in 1988 to China,
things were much more normal. We are inching and even we have been faster than anybody towards normalising
the relations. The answer that you have given yesterday on the floor of this House clearly belied whatever may
be your today's versions about the situation in China about which Shri George Fernandes spoke not so
eloquently yesterday. Today, either they have divided the two enemies or they have shown their confusion.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, a question therefore, necessarily comes and the Government has to answer. I rightly appreciate
Shri Advani's great intelligence and his choice of words. I always admire him. I have been admiring him. Now
with his present approach, I do now know, where he will take us.

But yesterday something very interesting was said. We had to ask, "Why now?" Why, within few days of your
assumption of power, 19th March to 8th of April, what happened? Can we not ask as Members of Parliament, as



representatives of the people? And rightly you reminded you were only 25 per cent. Can we not ask "why now?
What happened without this strategic review which you have promised to the country? Why? Where was even
Shri Sharad Pawar that the Prime Minister of India could not get hold of him? I do not know. Had you gone
abroad, Shri Pawar?

AN HON. MEMBER: He was in Chennai!
SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERIEE : Even he could have gone.

Therefore, you could not get the Leader of the Opposition of this country to talk to him on such an important
matter.

AN HON. MEMBER: He was gone to Chennai secretly.

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERIJEE : With Shri Lal Krishan Advani in charge of the security it should not have
been difficult, I do not know. And surely he is being followed by the system.

Now Shri George Fernandes was very "intelligent’, if | may say so within quotes that "it was now": because it
was not done earlier! It 1s a flippancy coming from the Defence Minister of the country! He said, "Yes, it was
now because it was not done earlier." I was amazed. The sooner you get rid of him the better for this country! He
1s no longer the same George Fernandes. He is a very small "g' and a very small "'f'.

The question is, nuclear option we have always said, "do not give up.' As you have been saying very repeatedly
the country has been one. Do not forget that Mr. Prime Minister, on non-signing the CTBT. Everyone in the
country has supported. When you were sitting or standing there we have supported you and we have said, "Do
not sign CTBT and do not be a party to NPT whatever may be there. On that we have our options. Now why do
you give up at the same time India's great position in the world today? That, although we are in a position to do
it we are applying self-restraint. But we are keeping our options open and at the same time trying to bring about
a total disarmament. Of course that is our objective. It is not easy. Persons of great eminence like the former
Foreign Minister and Prime Minister Shri Gujral have been trying. I am no expert at all. Everybody in this
country 1s trying to maintain that position that, yes, we see that India's long standing policy is the twin-
component of refusal to surrender the nuclear option by acceding to the NPT regime and self-imposed
conditional restraint in not militarising the option has been our policy. And this policy has failed. And when we
ask here, when some of the distinguished hon. Members ask here how how have those explosions stopped the
activities that you are complaining of, yes, we are today complaining of this proxy war.

Shri Natwar Singh has rightly just interjected a minute back. This proxy war was controlled. Of course, Shri
Mulayam Singh Yadav has said that we shall support you in all matters of use of conventional weapons and
rightly pointed out how you can have a nuclear weapon as a weapon of defence. These things require to be
explained, Mr. Prime Minister.

Now today at two o'clock I had a news item on the TV that the explosion in Pakistan is imminent. Now, what
will you do? What will happen? Are we not getting into an arms race? Can this country afford? Can our sub-
continent afford to have it?

Is it not our objective to have friendly relations with everybody in this world particularly with our neighbours?
Are we achieving 1t? Of course, we yield to none in our concern for maintaining our security. Everything is
required to be done. You have decided a moratorium. Now, suddenly my good friend, Shri Brijesh Mishra is
talking of - obviously with the hon. Prime Minister's clearance - a possibility of being a party to the C.T.B.T. He
says and I quote:-

"India would be prepared to consider being an adherent of some of the undertakings in the Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty."

What are the thinkings? But this cannot obviously be done in a vacuum. It



would necessarily be an evolutionary process from concept to commitment and it
depends on a number of reciprocal activities. What is the thinking of the

Government on this? We see nothing from the hon. Prime Minister either a
statement or the enclosure. What is this? Please tell us.

Our Minister of Defence has said that our weaponisation is complete. He says and I quote:-

"Without weaponisation, this whole question of being a nuclear weapons State does not make any sense. Nuclear
weaponisation is necessary and in the ultimate analysis, inevitable. Arguing that nuclear weapons had always
been seen as a deterrent, he said, "No one is talking of nuclear war. There is only one instance when nuclear
weapons were used and we know the circumstances. Nuclear weapons will only be a deterrent."

It was not deterrent so far as urges and aspirations of Vietnam were concerned; of the people of Iraq were
concerned, or wherever there have been such situations. He wants to say that he utilised this for this purpose and
the Government is not explaining to anybody. The hon. Prime Minister owes it to the country to reply. Why did
he write to President Clinton stealthily on the 11th May itself? What was the objective? Why did he do that? Is
he trying to keep America in good humour and trying to make out a case of China and Pakistan being security
threats to this country? Is that the statement? (Interruptions).

SHRI K. NATWAR SINGH : Will the Government try to confirm whether Pakistan has exploded two nuclear
devices or not? Will they please confirm it? (Interruptions).

SHRI S. JAIPAL REDDY : It is necessary for the Government to confirm. Will the Government confirm it?
(Interruptions).

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERIJEE : Now, the situation is much more serious. (Interruptions).
MR. SPEAKER: Let us wait. Please wait.

... (Interruptions)
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.. (FEIYT)

1. I IEHS : WHR Bl HHH HLAT AT fF I8 a1 Wet & a1 Terd 21 ... (FHur)

MR. SPEAKER: Please take your seat. She has already sent a message.
... (Interruptions)
I AR TERT T AYT GER HAt (SiEA guar @R 7 et sitdifesd =g dde uig e % siwy St £

.o (STEHT)
MR. SPEAKER: Please take your seats. They have already gone to find out the facts.

... (Interruptions)



MR. SPEAKER: Please take your seats. The Minister is on her legs. She is giving the reply.
... (Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister is giving the reply.

... (Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister is on her legs.

... (Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: The Government is giving the reply. Please take your seats.

... (Interruptions)
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MR. SPEAKER: Please take your seats now.

... (Interruptions)

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERIJEE : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I was on my legs... (Interruptions)
MR. SPEAKER: Shri Somnath Chatterjee, please continue.

... (Interruptions)

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERIJEE : Sir, kindly control them.... (Interruptions)

SHRI SHARAD PAWAR : Mr. Speaker, Sir, the information given by the hon. Minister of Information and
Broadcasting regarding explosion by Pakistan, is very serious and I think the House should be briefed properly
by the Prime Minister himself. My request will be that the House should be adjourned for ten minutes or fifteen
minutes and let the Prime Minister come and brief the House properly. (Interruptions)

... (FFFYF)
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SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE (BOLPUR): Sir, no adjournment.
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g 3Tl e et fAfver w9 | aemd
.. (STEAYT)

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERIJEE (BOLPUR): Sir, I want to continue my speech. ....(Interruptions)
ol T AT GAAT: ST TUHAT ST ST AT 51 3 |

.. (CHEYT)

MR. SPEAKER: Please take your seats.

... (Interruptions)

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERIJEE : Mr. Speaker, Sir, ....(Interruptions)
MR. SPEAKER: Hon. Members, please do not do like this.

... (Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Please take your seats.

... (Interruptions)
#t ¥RE YO : 1 Ul @ foF 98 agd e T 2|
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... (FEIYU)
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SHRI TARIQ ANWAR (KATIHAR): It was done two hours before. ....(Interruptions)

Let the Prime Minister come to the House. ....(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Hon. Members, please listen to me. Please take your seats.

Shri Somnath Chatterjee, one minute please.

... (Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Please take your seats.

... (Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Prime Minister and also the Home Minister have gone to ascertain the facts.
SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERIJEE : The Prime Minister has come.

May I continue? Does he want to make a statement?

THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAY EE): Would he like to complete first?



SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERIJEE : No. He should categorically state whether the information is correct or not.
st sreet TRt areraat: sreme i, areii-oredt TR faem 21

oo (ETEYEM)

ot faete qewar (AFTR) © ST HeT 8 T 2 |

.. (STEYT)

st sreer foert areTaat: et o1 wEER oo, | smuw @ A et gan o

... (FFFYF)
! AT qP HE UgE! AT T T 412

.. (FHEYT)
Tt UHTYT TS IASHY (THICT) : AT ST, AT A FT S AT 6 R AT ot it =T § IV W G A TS 2|
MR. SPEAKER: Please take your seat.
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MR. SPEAKER: Please take your seat.

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERIJEE : Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is a very serious matter. Our apprehension has
unfortunately been proved to be true. It is a matter of great concern that a nuclear arms race has started in this
Sub-Continent. Now, the other matter of great concern is that the hon. Minister of Information and Broadcasting
said that these tests were done by them at 3.30 p.m. But at 5.30 p.m. one of the Members of the Opposition has
to inform the Government about it and you just sat here. What is the intelligence in this country?

Sir, no longer the safety and the protection of the future of this country can be left to these people. They are
totally unfit to govern. For the purpose of bolstering a tottering Government they have now brought about this
serious situation that this country is facing today. Now, in this context, we cannot but describe Shri Advani's
intervention as anything else than bravado. He is the Home Minister of India. He was talking about Pakistan's
intentions. He said that because of the internal security aspects of the matter he was intervening in this debate
and when he was speaking here, Pakistan was merrily going on doing these nuclear tests. This is your
intelligence and you want to protect us! (Interruptions)
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SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERIJEE : Mr. Speaker, sir, the Prime Minister has said that the Government would
fulfil all the commitments. What is their commitment? The commitment was to have a moratorium and to
provide a weapon of defence. With that commitment, how do you tackle the seriously developing situation?

Sir, I was referring to the Prime Minister's letter to President Clinton when Shri Natwar Singh exploded the
bomb here and the Government itself was in the dark. What I was going to ask the Prime Minister was this. They
have mentioned about these preparations and nuclear arsenal of China and Pakistan, but they have never
mentioned about Diego Garcia.

Are you not concerned about the nuclear arsenal in Diego Garcia? You are going to please and keep that person -
the President of U.S.A. whose base is there-- in good humour. He is the first person in the world who comes to
know before the people of India come to know. Sir, we cannot approve of this. This is nothing but to divert
people's attention from the serious internal situation in this country.

Sir, we saw on the television Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee wearing a Rajasthani pugri when he gave a speech. May
I quote a few lines from his speech? I quote:

‘TH TE o1 W6 B ge & AR fF teT wea € 6 ew tet g wed € e o vt efmant i suah s 6 orewa | o2 | g9 et
% faers 39 gt &1 sua 7€ F, AfeT ot e # e TR deTen gan of &9 SEH Hehtd @l H

He will use it ... (Interruptions). This is your weapon of defence. ... (Interruptions). Let the Prime Minister say
that he will use this bomb, if necessary according to him. Sir, very interestingly there was a meeting soon after
this explosion. He was addressing the B.J.P. workers and trying to create a situation of frenzy, a feeling of frenzy
among them and through them among the people. This is your speech ... (Interruptions). The Prime Minister has
used a very significant phrase. May I read his statement? On page four, he says:

"The overwhelming support of our citizens is our source of strength. It tells us not only that this decision was
right but also that our country wants a focussed leadership which attends to their security needs."

Now, what is this "focussed leadership"? What is he talking about? This is the object - try to create frenzy, try to
create a feeling of great achievement, try to arrogate to yourself the achievements of our scientists and say that
this is the leadership which could do that. Therefore, the preparation was not yours. Everything was lying ready.
You just took a decision within a day without consulting anybody, without reviewing the security position of this
country and without any strategic review which you had promised in your National Agenda. And then you are
saying that this is the leadership which has done it. Therefore, what Shri Pramod Mahajan has said, what Shri
Govindacharia has said and what your Organisation etc. has said, well this is only the B.J.P. could do it. This is
an attempt which you are trying to make in the name of the security of this country. But the question 1s: will the
country permit this? For the purpose of your own narrow political ends, the future of this country has been
brought under serious problem ... (Interruptions). This is absolutely wrong.

We never said that. ... (Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: That is not proper.



SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERIJEE : We said: "Do not try to weaponise the State." You are utilising our
achievements to weaponise and now it has been admitted by you that your objective is to have weapons and
arsenal. A very relevant question was asked by Shri Chidambaram, that is, whether you would stockpile. You
have to answer these things. Your Defence Minister did not

answer it and your Home Minister did not answer it. Now, these are very important questions. Who will answer
them?

Now, the new situation that has developed, it seems, is a direct result of this. I do not know, what will happen.

Sir, Shri Vajpayee 1s a good student of history. After the 1974 blasts came the Emergency, and 1977 was the end
of that Government. So, do not be under an euphoria. The question which is most important is the future of this
country, future of the teeming millions who are looking for jobs, food, water and electricity. ... (Interruptions)

SHRI C.P. RADHAKRISHNAN (COIMBATORE): We are always against dictatorship. If there is an emergency,
then we will be fighting along with you.

SHRI M. SELVARASU (NAGAPPATTINAM): You are not a Minister. Why are you interrupting him? ...
(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Please take your seat.

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERIJEE : In view of the situation that has developed, I want to say that we have to be
extremely cautious. It is clear, Sir, that the future of this country can no longer be left in the hands of these
power-hungry people. ... (Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Please sit down.

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERIJEE : Therefore, Sir, I express my view that although it is a great scientific
achievement, this 1s not the way to play with the future of this country. (Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Hon'ble Members, let there be order please.

As the discussion on a very serious subject is going on, if the House agrees, the matters under Rule 377
pertaining to 27.5.98 and 28.5.98 may be laid on the Table of the House.

SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS: Yes.

MR. SPEAKER: They may be laid on the Table of the House.



