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LOK SABHA DEBATES

LOK SABHA

Friday, December 06, 2013/Aerahayana 15, 1935 (Saka)

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the Clock

[MADAM SPEAKER in the Chair]
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OBITUARY REFERENCE

MADAM SPEAKER: Hon. Members, I have to inform the House about the sad
demise of Dr. Nelson Mandela who was the first elected President of the Republic
of South Africa and served the country from 1994 to 1999.

He fought relentlessly for the rights and liberty of the people of South
Africa throughout his life. His struggle gave hope to millions suffering around the
globe. Dr. Mandela became a powerful symbol of the Anti-apartheid Movement in
South Africa. He is respected all over the world for his selfless services to
humanity.

Dr. Mandela received India’s highest civilian award ‘Bharat Ratna’ in
1990.

The Nobel Peace Prize was conferred on him in 1993.

Dr. Mandela passed away on 6™ December, 2013 at Johannesburg in South
Africa at the age of 95.
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forg ff I IS0 W AIRY HIET B ST B, P S D AN DI SR G AT & A
BT U fagarg feoa & & srurerise @ faveg ofs arell e a1 Fct &1 WY ey qardr &
3R 95 Wl I Said AU et Al 4Ra 7 91 MRa fhar] wRd U B gER
R B AN AT AR Pl ARG T T8 <dl B, Albe T Heell U U Fan &, fi
T it St SR I fea QiR e At & oy St Y ok 28 W o # gl H
g & MfET § YR BT TR B & U ArsY mbier Tr o1l R 9 7 9 %
9, e argels, S9 O # HY TR <@, 98 DY oI, ITb BUS oW AR I4 A
TR ST §dT AT fh U B8 Wic oIW1s dlell S, S Uid Wi HI HloY | @ T
o, HY Ia I e faarht Brfi? afps e <wr @t wadEar & forg, S @l @
foy, i gavic & fog SN S dei @t € iR g & W e e @ @ 7 o s
& gY Al & fofg, w@cadn ae & foy 89 a1 R Wehd 27 Mo Hsell gfar § U U
I S Tl ST I8, S ABIHT A B 9§ 1952 H wfd g, 9§ TN BN
urct 1 Rear W ST J@1 ©l A SET A, ASTAT A1 S iR T Hedl, WRA §% QO
TE THIT AT RIS TN A TG M| I AT Bl ASI-oISd MR 3T e AR
i o Sl U HEH A1 B ARG B TS A Fhdl gl H U el @ IR W, 3
FHRE Bl 3R A IThT Agraiier AU HRa gl

St gum @R (fafeem): sreme S, s Siode wWeen St & fol S SR U US|
e fg €, # ool urdh @t oiR & Weg I & forg WS g &1 sreme S, S &R gy
BT U WAREd W9 &1 Sl AT & GIAT |, 98 SRR Y, b o Afdaaed giam H U
A E, S WA B q1g f 3R B O € 3R U9 uefE 9 el 6 OBis SId g, Wil e ved
gl T FEIR BT TS A

' g S S H, S &4 A,
A AT R Fadl, 9 o A9l

S T Heell U VAT & S SR Y E| SNad & 28 99 oI H P AN &l Bl
3R ag Wt fpaferg? g @ e AT S daa srwal & forg wE, afew weaa & ufa
WY B, I Vg B AT & Rgare S duy farl S sddl & fau 9 ofs, S
AMAAIaEs &R fQU MU | a1 997 9Oy oA & 95 W 396 A1 W Bis R 7| 99
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T R AN R 9 ave & Al 7 Se! o, N ave 9% wEita fen, T S
IFHT AE AT 3R T I I I &1 AAE gan 6 I g & g wared war A g
3R 7 I2 9 FuY & R H ORT I §& BT, Sl Ivi1 28 9¥ Ofd § d3H} AR I

S der RBg St 71 f wRa sfR sfaror sibien # 9gd w939 39 9o # ¢ f R
TRE DI AT GUMH DI TSl FEIAT e T TSI, SHD! U0 Wt SfE071 3Mbieht & ot o 3R
qIE H I MU FIEVT AWIHBT & AT 7 Il D Ui AT HEY [HAT o o qHIT I
e gor B, Bifh 98 98 ofd 99T W IR Id 8 9, offhd & By I8 A4 I8 A {6
ey o fpar| orar of f Ue o S o B, T ke W 98 R Aol % ¥, offdbd 9
A 79 oI I8 QEMER G B U AR T8 o1l S qHY ST I8 HER AR, S9
AT Yeh UbT T A R o fh U agd St ARSI 37T Gl | SR el AT B
T IR S ATE AT @1 B, ARG Ufed 8w B U W {5l emeR 7 Fa o -

' U ored 9 984 © 9% Arer g4,
Bl I8 qrel [ TP W S IRET gl

3Tl HSelT St & S @ 916 GfAT Ueb 9gd a o ¥ g & 71 &, Teb Y4 |
T W SHR RET 81 H MU AR W, AU ISt Bl AR A I8 & AW g S ARl
¥ st Bl g
N o Rig aea (AFgR): e AEiew], IS 98 & §Ee AT Bl Youd Heel 7 W
STt I 3TGe AT o7 e St & IR W FoAdR 39d 3R 3T & 41 Il HGWId AT, 3Teddi
& G S SITEAT BT ST B o, S Iwur AT S I@T AT, I MR W D foIU I_i
oy fearl v uy SN R [Tl s IRUMREaT S9dT 27 ATd 9 IffSd qHy
TJPb o | BT TSIl 98 B8R oI, AR <9 & fIv 3k o areft fidt & forw v arest o+
¢ § f oI & Rae® H8l d% oSl S 9Hhal 81 99 3 I & g a1 Ja9 I8l R A
ATl g e St T 3reel AT O, $flv URd § 3Tl A 9T © P 9 Y e v
3R TS A o wR 1 a1l S wel 6 # Hreh S Aredr g iR A H d6 &R I
H YHUT HRAT ATRAT §| 9 T RE Y| BH QA1 AIG-H1Y TG H U [heAieR deb SeR-SeR gH |
BRI 3R ITdT A1 R 37 21| I a1 g8 | G o AfkTd w0 d 9gd IIHaN 2l
TART T 60 @M &4 7 da-d19 3 S99 ua W fHar| S| el St 1 arest A ol
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I8 W del o7 fh &A Mgl Sft & e BI o FR & HHAE gU 8, SAoY &4 g |
Ugell IR AT &1 S 9 Ol W Ge Al a4 Usel fEgi 3y U 9gd A A g1 99 fad
GIE 9 T W o DR A 8 IO AP QX o7 BH AIA-Y W& AT d BAN qrd e 81 wlfeh,
BH S © [ Sl el S T 3Tesl AT B9 ARl Bl T HSel |Igd & MR Pl Sl
BT | B T S g W g8 o a2
sit et RiE dtem (arelt): g=yare, sreger HEledl, T @ oW Bl i Tedd Asel ©
T [ S S B, 3 g § e 81 S Q@ A o § dret] 9 g et |rsy
JHIET # TI-0E & R osd I8, 39 AT H AT B FS¥ 5 B g iR IR-avad
DI TH B D Y AS I, AP d AT AR 91 § 78l 2l T Aol 1 F-9g B
Raams iR IR-aedt & Raems Aoy fFHanl omet 6 foawr &1 71 21 arar wrege, <1 i w9
sidsHR T8 <o B! AfAg &1 A AU, S 39 o § IR B TH A B
U, 39 < B TORI AT B A FaRAT Bl WH B D [0 TTed %, A 7 gH Sl
afferepR fay, arror St gRfaior feqw 81 g9 e, g8 AN ATEd! Sff, S gAN Il
B AT AET 8, 7 GIE B Aodd Hedll Dl sAgoid AU B g1 qE1 Aled eI B
aRfFraior foad R S8 sgivifel sifta o

3TeE HeIGdT, 3191 89 3R QA g1 & AN Sl 39 IR-aREN aTell 2al & Raarh
dsd I3, e g3 el g9d @S €, 3 4 AR AN To’id Hsell & 1 81 W Gl 2l
S IR H BH AN §9U A Ued U1 I Al Q¥ fat AIeY Sl H WI-HE & Raed
ST U Sl B R @9 1 gleld H W SO WEY SN I, gEm 3 S
TG fHaT] ARA R 7 2 9RT I & S §, 9191 A18d B1 I8 Iy | &
# 39 TI99 W AU Ul B WP A T ASAl B 7 [/ W AGoel 3ifid Har g

$ TRE ArGa (AAYRT) @ ALTET SN, IS AT H Y IS 3MGH! TAR d19 | IR R AT
# I8 Aar § 5 S9M SUE Sl B ©, S9D dsls ogw™ H T 984 g8 ol olfdh Sl
TouT W @ fow Oft whear § 5 9 g A vorefle o W @ ve @ fog asd R
T qer fH a1 e 81 Y, swnfed fade W ¥rdis 81 Y| 98f 8 9 Al gR aRIeN
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s | # 29 Hib W AT Tl DI RO HAT AT ID1 faft ff Wk 1 syreiral & forg
o H il Afe <2 & dear # B v et 4 fAeER A @1 b A € Al Sl
I A e 7l WEid e &R T #Sal @ ol @l 81 Gl offdhd aFl @I I8
3R IR UH B ATl HSH SN BT AT B RIgAT® S dF-ST B, q8 F FdSd gY I
fegRaT 1 SATSTTe HRATAT| HSell | -1 el 8 Ubs! A a1 BforR & 31fdan & wvdd &
I TTHATT R I & Raas org el 39 dF ARl § 9 & Al A%l g4

# U qra e B AE 6 aRa H R a8 © o, fAwHad g Seat
TS AR B ST Towd Hedll Sff I8l MY ¥, I9 FHY TN ARBR Y| 39 Ay uRRAMT
TR oft for amifore fawwar &1 ua g ded o g Tl g I avE U8 T fh S a
WA H ARA ¥ Ugel &7 A1 980 Sooli™ o, P Sfd I=1 HSe BHIRME B 8b H Al
&1 B far, a1 9 I8t AgwE el A 99 MY I, VAT I9 I B AR SEARI SR AR DI
TEHY AT ATl 59 < H W-Ue Ugad § 3ar g oifp fa-dg ygar= & T8 et o9 &
I8 914 dict Jel § A1 39 e § A b AR W 9gd Al DI A & offhd PR B R
W & gl {7 U8 aTd SR T A1 B AN Bl <l T8l o &1 BN wrae g | S,
fowar &1 S g9 I ot TR 21 O, fAvHdT 39 oF Bl el a8, U e
g, PHAGR Bl 2] AfpT 39 W Fd & B forg ff B IR T8 B1 Uge 989 By off
AAfh 3TTSl g8 &R & [Ty W B TAR & &1 B4 T ASAl St BT A o @ 6, b
SHABT TSI I B Rgem o | 39 < § QAT BT SR T dSM4d § fh M7 S WX
Td IR fadd T8 R Ahd | AT MY ITH TS5 oIl Al MR BT fedhe Heardd, axeil
UgE S, 1 o Wd 2 o afda 1 snfa sgaven &1 e fem @, fRgwaw | @
eI, 3T W H IS fGHTT BT DI AT & BN $9 e H - SId & qad 90
g 2| P we-faare T8 Sarl gafy S e @ e @ 99 Feedt § 6w |
AT AT g1 a1V | BRI aut &1 3nfde fauaear ofik Sifa sawen &t faswar & e’y a9R
ST # =g TE 31 Wb, g H UFhT Dbl dredl gl ... (@uE) 8, AEie vl
I WIEq, S favAdr ik wrfore fawwar § @18 wa T8 2
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ey e, § Sd! AL sgieifer <1 g fF IR IR0 A}, S g &R eI
% RaATh TS a1l AN €, IThT Hhed ol 1My, Fifh AT BT e HSell A1ed BT 8
e 81 # STp! 37Ul 3R S7UHT Ul Bl AR A HAgioifer AU e gl g=gare|
PROF. SAUGATA ROY (DUM DUM): Madam, I rise to pay my tribute to one of

the greatest men of modern times, Nelson Mandela. The world is definitely poorer
today with his demise at the age of 95. Nelson Mandela led the struggle of the
South African people against white racism and apartheid. For the struggle, he was
incarcerated in a small cell in the prison at Robben Island for as long as 27 years,
one of the longest prison terms served by anybody. When he came out, many
thought that he would have rancor, but he had no rancor. As the President of the
new South Africa, he led the fight for racial reconciliation. There were no racial
riots after Nelson Mandela became the President. So, Madam, Nelson Mandela’s
death is as much a loss to South Africa as it is to India, as our Prime Minister has
remarked this morning. It is because, he was a true Gandhian and he led the South
African people on a non-violent path. While the world pays tribute and its
respects to him today, I remember proudly that he came to our city, Kolkata. 1
remember his smiling face. He was dressed in a flowery silk shirt and he was
waving at all those who were gathered to see him. The world will draw
inspiration, all struggling people will draw inspiration from the life and teachings
of Nelson Mandela. So the best way to pay respect to him would be in his own
words. Mandela said:

“There is no easy walk to freedom anywhere, and many of us will
have to pass through the valley of the shadow of death again and
again before we reach the mountaintop of our desires.”

[ again pay my homage to the great man.
SHRI T.K.S. ELANGOVAN (CHENNAI NORTH): Madam Speaker, on behalf of
our leader Dr. Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi and the DMK Party, I join the other

leaders in conveying our condolences to the family and the people of South Africa.
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Nelson Mandela was a great leader. He had been a strong fighter against
apartheid. There is a saying in Tamil; Saint Thiruvalluvar has said: “pirapokkum
ella uyirkum” which means all men are born equal. That is the tenet of a civilized
society for which Nelson Mandela had to fight and had to be in prison for about 27
years.

The real respect we pay to him is by continuing his mission of fighting
against apartheid, fighting against denial of civil rights to society, ethnic society,
religious society or linguistic society wherever they are denied of such rights

conveyed to the majority in a civilized world.

Our great leader of the Dravidian movement Thanthai Periyar,
E.V. Ramasamy also died at the age of 95. He was always fighting to ensure
equality for depressed and oppressed in the Indian society.

Dr. Nelson Mandela had also breathed his last at the age of 95. Such
stalwarts change the world. Such stalwarts give respect to humanity. Such leaders
give respect to mankind. Such leaders ensure social justice in all respects, be it
woman or man. So, it is our mission to see, to ensure that no society in this
civilised world is deprived of its rights whether in India or in Sri Lanka or in other
countries.

With these words, I, on behalf of the DMK Party, join the other leaders in

conveying our condolences to the family of departed leader.
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SHRI BASU DEB ACHARIA (BANKURA): Madam, I rise to convey, on behalf
of my party, my condolences to the family of Dr. Nelson Mandela and to all the
people of South Africa. Dr. Nelson Mandela fought throughout his life against the
exploitation, injustice and apartheid policy which was being pursued by the
colonists. He was in jail for 28 years.

Madam, I got the opportunity to visit that Robben Island. You can compare
it with our Andaman Island. Our freedom fighters were sent to Andaman Island
and torture was perpetrated against those freedom fighters. It is also known as
Kalapani. In Robben Island I have seen this small cell and I was surprised as to
how could such a great man stay within that small cell.

Madam, Nelson Mandela is not only the leader of South Africa but he is the
leader of exploited mass of the entire world. He fought against the apartheid
policy, exploitation and injustice. After his release and after that apartheid policy
was defeated, he came to our country and to our city of Kolkata. Thousands of
people gathered to receive such a great leader.

The death of Dr. Nelson Mandela is not only the loss to the people of South
Africa but to the entire exploited people of the world. In our country inequality,
discrimination and exploitation is continuing even after 66 years of Independence.
Our greatest tribute would be to pledge today that we will follow the path, the
struggle that was led by Dr. Nelson Mandela throughout his life. When the
apartheid policy was defeated a democratic Government was set up. After the
elections, the South African National Congress and the South African Communist
party together have been running the Government. Since then, there is a coalition
government and the problem of the people of South Africa is being solved.

Madam, Dr. Nelson Mandela was the greatest friend of our country. So,
the death of Nelson Mandela is the greatest loss for the people of our country also.

Madam, on behalf of our Party, I pay tribute to Dr. Nelson Mandela.
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SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB (CUTTACK): Madam Speaker, I stand here
today to express my heartfelt condolences. On behalf of my Party, Biju Janata
Dal, I extend my condolences to the family of Dr. Nelson Mandela and also to the
people of South Africa.

God has been kind to us that we have seen such stalwarts walking on this
earth fighting non-violently to establish peace and to destroy the scourge of
apartheid. Nelson Mandela’s fight against racism, again apartheid will be a source
of inspiration for human civilization.

At this moment, I recall the non-violent struggle of Lech Walesa of Poland
who fought against a very oppressive government. We also remember the fight
against an autocratic government of Philippines when democracy triumphed
because of non-violent struggle.

India has all along stood with the people who have fought against
apartheid, fought against racism and fought against discrimination. The struggle
against oppression, against apartheid and against satanic forces was the call of our
Father of the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi. He believed in non-violence not only in
his speech but also in his action.

When Gandhiji was shot here in Delhi in 1948, many people paid
condolences and homage to him. The best which I can remember today came
from the great Scientist, Einstein. His words were: “People who will be in dismay
may think that whether such a person had actually walked on this earth.” The
similar sentence can also be said today that in posterity, in future many people
may wonder whether such a person like Dr. Nelson Mandela had actually walked
on this earth.

With these words, I express my condolence.
$ft 3T TIRM M (IRATE) s e Sfl, €. Todd Hsell SiigawR Jorl 3R guidg & Raems
ofsd 3| IR AV JHIHT DI AT B Siad A1 e &, Iud |y g&@ g @
Al AFEdr &1 o foAT| Il AT DI S gY, Wad & Al # gAagpar g St 7
Fel o 2n el fagel 9Re &1 wIRa IS T8 < 9hd | ST Il 9 Udid Bl 2 b 9w
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fEgwI Sl WAl DI ST 2| AT 3T 84 I8l R I7o MU sHgiorter ifdd ax &
H

#, oraell Uit - REAT &1 IR A I FEFAT Bl FAW BRI gY, I© HGrolel
SIERECECINCY

SHRIMATI SONIA GANDHI (RAEBARELI): Madam Speaker, with the passing
away of Dr. Nelson Mandela, the world is deprived of the luminous presence and
a Radiant Spirit.

Through the long years of his struggle for South Africa’s Freedom, freedom
from oppression, racial prejudice, inequality and poverty, Nelson Mandela
redefined the meaning of ‘courage, sacrifice and forgiveness.’

Over the 10,000 days he spent in a brutal prison, sacrificing 27 years of his
life for the freedom of his people, his courage never wavered nor did his
conviction that his cause was just and true.

He emerged from his long incarceration with not a trace of bitterness or
vengeance in his heart, only a renewed determination to erase the little legacy of
apartheid, break down the barriers of hatred and distrust between Whites and
Blacks and unite South Africa’s people in a climate of reconciliation and
harmony.

Nelson Mandela always led from the front but like a true leader, he had
the gift of taking others along with him. His own courage was almost superhuman
yet he had the gift of inspiring others to acts of extraordinary heroism as well.

Like a true democrat, he voluntarily renounced political power and office
after serving for five years as President of South Africa even though his country
pleaded with him to stay as President for life.

In his retirement from public life, ‘Madiba’ continued to be a figure of
inspiration, support and hope for oppressed and marginalised people all over the
world. His spirit remained indomitable and undimmed till the very end, so did his

moral authority shining bright like a guiding star in a troubled world.
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‘Madiba’ was a beloved figure in India. We felt deeply honoured that after
his release from prison, India was one of the first countries he visited in 1990. He
was awarded the Bharat Ratna, the highest honour that India can bestow because
we loved him and revered him. Because like the Mahatma, who had inspired him,
he was a leader who belonged to all humanity, a towering beacon for all who
cherished freedom, democracy and social justice.

Today, I join millions of Indians in mourning his loss. We feel bereft as
though we have lost a beloved father. We will be forever grateful that such a one,
as he, walked this earth of ours.

On behalf of my party and on my own behalf, I express my deep felt
condolences to Madiba’s family and to the people of South Africa.

1. Holla IMoreT AS® (ST : gRIATE e HEeAT Sif | g |l 7 Sf. Heoll St @ IR H 984
B e v hel # AUl Uil Al Bl R W I SMRYAD Agioitel i ba gl g
FIH! Uql & 5 a8 weren St & feRi & 9gd & gwifad 91 S=M 39 9 @1 FE 6 g
S @ 3R &% 81 %81 8, # I YISl W &R @ g, S H g9 H uRafda R Aredr g, siik
I8 @ T YT B W ¥ PI, fTaRT & MG ST 8, i dSls &ad i Sifl ol g,
I8 TR SR AT W Sl ST g, offdhd d9Re ofels [9aRi 4 & oSl Il & 3R a8
AR 9% QX favg &1 9| # SeRydd I I8l Hgioter Ad H=ar gl

DR. M. THAMBIDURAI (KARUR): Madam Speaker, on behalf of my Party
leader, hon. Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, Dr. Amma, we also express our
heartfelt condolence on the demise of a leader of international repute, Bharat
Ratna Dr. Nelson Mandela.

He was engaged himself in resisting the apartheid policies of the Ruling
National Party in South Africa. He was put behind the bars for nearly five years
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during 1956-61. In June 1964, he was sentenced to life imprisonment along with
seven members. Therefore, he nearly spent 27 years in the prison for the noble
cause.

During his prison term, his reputation grew steadily. He was widely
accepted as the most significant leader in South Africa and became a symbol of
resistance as anti-apartheid movement gathered strength.

He was released in 1990. After his release, he wholeheartedly strove hard
for attaining the goals that he stood for.

He 1s a tall leader. As our Father of the Nation Mahatma Gandhi, he also
stood for ‘non-violent’ way of resolving conflicts and issues. He was also
conferred with Nobel prize for his services.

On his demise, we join the rest of the world to express our condolences.
May his soul rest in peace.

SHRI GURUDAS DASGUPTA (GHATAL): Madam, our tribute to him will be
really not a ritual but real if we learn from his work, his sacrifice and the way in
which he fought for the freedom of his nation.

The point is, he is one of the greatest of the great in the world. He is rarest
of one of the rare of the world. He was the Mahatma Gandhi of South Africa. He
was a militant fighter. I had also visited the place where he had to live for 27
years. He was a militant fighter never lost in despair. He fought for freedom. He
fought for democracy. He fought against exploitation. He fought for human rights.
He fought against social injustice and social discrimination. I do not believe that
the world becomes poorer. I believe his Memorial we have seen remains as a
source of constant inspiration to the millions of the world, who are still fighting
for their right to life.

Madam, he is to be ranked with Mahatma Gandhi and with Abraham
Lincoln and he will be remembered as an unflinching fighter who fought for the
rights of the common people. When the rights of the common people are violated,

it is Nelson Mandela who inspires us to fight. Therefore, India being so close to
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South Africa, must take that lesson in the way Nelson Mandela led the
Government and tried to empower the people who were marginalized and
exploited.

ST, Ygde wwe R (demelt): oreder Helew, ofuY iR Wed & |l |RAIa Sdmell q Sl
ST & HEM MHEE Tedd Hsel @ MET W AMBIGIR Ydhe [HY € B S WY Bl
AEIed], g # W-AfEAT BT HEwHT W St & Middre &1 JAnT A7ifdT R fh ek
oI Aol WTEd | fhaT] T Hedl A8 A8y MWIeT H FI-HE AT & Radmh Si't i)
HEIAT il Sff ArgTard R T A HEIAT Ml YN F-UE D BRI BRE Feld Bl b
& gU gfhareRe S WiehM R AR f&ar w21 o, 981 4 AU &l g gg | Sl Job
H TodT Hedll |18 1 WI-HE & RaaTh Ahe TiEare 3R Fo-sffedr &1 yanT |

HEledl, SHIfTy WIRA iR ATSY 31hIel b1 REAT SUTaT 3R g 3 @ 21 ed
Hear St & g & gRaTwR & Her wdiara, S 9 SR Afed # favar wad §, e
® UEER 8, AEdl & YO §, 9 Al gl gY €1 |Wed A S 9ial WY, S99 I8 fAfed @
& feg@m & AN ed Heel off & e A 9gd SeT gl 8, offdd 9 R eW Hifh
SM IR R & R, Aaar & oy, AR FHA & (Y, BIe-TR 3§ 9 TH B D
forg T o<t B /M 34 ANl 9@ i I wE 2l Ag g & sfoew A v sfoe 2
9 & YRO-AIE IS, TedT Aol |Ied BT T B AR R |

SR WIS & | H [H AR & Wb IR S A1 g
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MADAM SPEAKER: On a personal note, today I remember with a heavy heart
my visit to South Africa seeing the tiny cell of Nelson Mandela for 27 years in
Robben Island prison and finally meeting the legendary hero himself. For me that
visit was like a pilgrimage from which I draw strength till today. It was the most
inspiring journey of my life. Physically he is no more with us, but his ideals of
human rights and equality live on as our guiding light.

The House wishes to convey its heartfelt condolences to the family of Dr.
Mandela, the Parliament, the Government and the people of the Republic of South
Africa.

The House may now stand in silence for a short while as a mark of respect
to the memory of the departed.

11.47 hrs

The Members then stood in silence for a short while.

MADAM SPEAKER: The House stands adjourned to meet on Monday, the 9™
December 2013 at 11 a.m.

11.48 hrs

The Lok Sabha then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock
on Monday, December 9, 2013 / Agrahayana 18, 1935 (Saka)
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