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PA R LIAM ENTARY DEBATES  

(P ar t  I I - - P kocebdinos o t h e b  t h a n  Q u e s t io k s  and A n s w e rs )
Saturday, 25th March, 1950.

The Hou»e met at a Quarter to Eleven of the Cloek

[M r . S peakee in the Chair]

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
(No Questiong; Part I not published)

MEETING OF INTER-PARLIAMENTARY GROUP
ICr. Spoaker: Befo5*e we proceed to the buBiness of the day, I have to 

a n n o u D o e  to Members that the meeting of the Inter-Parliamentary Group which 
was fixed for this evening at 5.15 has to be postponed, because I understand 
that the Select Committci.  ̂ on the Finance Bill has not finished its deliberationa 
and is going to sit today. A suitable date for the meeting of the Inter-Parlla- 
nientary Group will be fixed and notified in due course. ’

SOCIETIES REGISTRATION (AMENDMENT) B IIX
Shri Sidliva (Madhya Pradesh): This is a Bill which I had moved

during the last session. The hon. the Law Minister (Dr. Ambedkar) told 
me that he would like tto take the opinions of the States. I would, therefoi‘6, 
]]ke to know, before I formally move this Bill, as to whether the opiciiong of the 
provinces have been received If not, I  would like to have this Bill confined'to 
the Centrally Administered Areas.

Tlie Mtnlflter of Law (Dr. Ambedkar): Sir, in accordance with the promise
that I gave when my friend Mr. 8jdhva moved his Bill, that in view of the fact 
tbat this matter fell under the Conciurent List and according to the Standing 
Orders of the Government of India, it was necessarv to consult the States before 
undertaking legislation, my Ministry had addressed a letter to the various pro- 
Tinoes to ascertain their views with regard to the proposed enactment of a law 
m  proposed by my friend Mr. Sidhva. I am sorry to say that on account of the 
pre-ocr:upation of the various States, the replies of all of them have not been 
received as yet. I have received, however, replies from two Stiates in Part A and 
•ome of tho States in Part C.

With regard to the States in Part A, I have received replies only from Madras 
and Punjab and I am sorry to say that both of them are opposed to the Centra 
enacting such a piece of legislation. The Madras Government have said thal 
they themselves have under consideration an exhaustive and camprehensiva 
piece of legislation to deal with the points mised in this particular Bill. Tha 
Punjab Government have said that they realir^  ̂ the necessity of having a peualij,
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[Dr. Ambedkar]
clause such as the oiie proposed by Mr. Sidhva, but they say that they them­
selves httve recently enacted a law imposing such a penaJty and so far as tha* 
particular province is concerned, no such legislation is necessary.

With regard to the States in Part C, the position that they have takex\ i» 
th is: that they huve no such problem for the moment on hand. Some of them 
Bay that there are no such societies existing within their jurisdiction. Others 
have said tliat the law which my friend Mr. Sidhva seeks to amend has been 
very recently introduced within their area in the year 1949. There are no 
socfieties and there is as yet no experience to suggest whether any societies hav® 
violated the provisions of the Bill. That is tiie position as revealed by the 
replies given by the various States to which this communication was addressed. 
Some of the other important States such as, for instance, Bombay, IT. P. and 
Madhya Pradesh have not replied. This is a matter placed in the Concurrent 
List and it is desirable th&t we should have the reaction of most, or the 
majority of the States in Part A before the Centre can undertake this legiala- 
Ikion.

As I said last time, personally I do not think that anyone could really dispute^ 
the position taken by my friend Mr. Sidhva that if the provisions of this Bill 
have to be efifeotive, it is necessary to have some such penalty clause. I agree 
with him. But my point is this that it is desirable to carry the majority of the 
BtalieB in making this legislation and as they have not as yet replied, personally 
I would have very much preferred that this Bill was either withdrawn or held 
back on the assurance that the Centre will grapple with the situation as and 
when time and circumstances permit.

Shzl Sidhva: Sir, in view of the statement made by my friend Dr. Ambedkair 
that he is personally in favour of this Bill and that as this subject is in the 
Concurrent List he would like to have the opinion of all the important States*
I would likp to hold over this Bill. I cannot withdraw the Bill in any case. 
It is an important Bill. I know what is happening in the various societies. 
Therefore. I would request you to allow me to keep ttiis Bill alive. I shall not 
move it now.

Mr. BfMAker: If no motion is made this time, it will automatically be** 
kept alive under the rules.

2116 PAaLIAllENTARY DEBATBg [25TH MaR. 1 9 6 0

PUNISHMENT OF TAX EVADERS AND BLACEMARKETEEES BILL

Prof. K. T. Shah (Bihar): I  beg to move:
\h t  Bill to piovide for the pauiahinent of tax evaders and bUckmarkettters, he 

referred to a Select Oommiiiee consifitiiig of Shri M. Auauthasayanam Ayyangar, The Hon. 
Shri Hftfi Kidwai. Sardiir Hukum Singh, Shri Damodar Swiirup Seth, Balm
Kamnar^an Binch, Shri K. Hannmanthniya, Shri Shambhu Nath Shukla, Prof. N. 0 . Ranga, 
P a i^ t Hirday Nath Knnxru, Shri Ramnath Ooenka, Shri Banaraai IVaaad JhunjhunwiSa, 
fihri T, T. Kri8l»nainacliun. Pr. Zakir Hn»ain. Shri Jaipal Sinfth. Sardar Bhopinder Sin^b 
Man, flhn Hari Vishmi Kiimath, Shri Mahavir Tyagi, Shri Bahadur, Sardar Sochet Singhs. 
Pandit Balkriahna Shnrma and the Mover, with instructions to report on the openinjr 
of the toext. setBioQ of Parliament.**

The principle of this Bill. Sir. and its operation are closely connected, not 
only with the finance ;̂ this oo\infrv, but also with the general welfare and 
progress of the country and its people. I t is a matter, Sir, which should have 
found place, and m fact has found an indirect reference, in the lasij Budge# ■ 
Statement. But owing to the rigorous time-limit I  felt convinced that it 
would be DO us#» mv offering any remarks on the financial statement. This, 
liowaver, is a particular subject, among the many subjects covered by the



Budget, on which ii is impossible to remain silent. I  think the (ame has lopg 
fluice coma when some eSective and deterrent measures should be t»aken to 
guard againft the evil rampant throughout the country of tax evasion and 
black-marketing.

In the days when those who now occupy the present Treasury Benchijs were 
in the Opposition, there was no crime regarded so evil as that of black- 
marketing and iax evasion, and I have the highest autliority of the present 
Leader of the House himself who, in one of his speeches in those days, 
had prescribed the punishment as I am now suggesting in this Bill to these 
offenders against society. Today, I  know the slogans wWch were used in those 
days are regarded, if not with contumely, at least with dislike and we have the 
eminent authority of the hon. the Finance Minister for sayiiig that how­
ever useful those slogans may have been in the past, the circumstances haviufc 
changed, those skjgans may have to be revise^l. I am not quoting his exact 
words, but I trust he will not think that I am doing him an injustice in render­
ing the substance of his remarks in these words. He has been pleased in hia 
reply t.o tJie Budget speeches to characterise the criticism of an eminent Member 
of thig House as mere platitude. I am afraid, his own remarks in replying 
on two occasions were a series of platitudes and not a single one. Therefore, 
Sir, if platitudes are only to be used for dislike or contimiely, I am afraid 
many of the noblest principles of life and activity would have to be sabotap^d. 
as several of the slogans or ideas that the Congress party once upon a time 
held are, one by one, dropped, shelved or sabotaged.

It is not for me at this moment to quarrel with the attitude those in power 
now hold to the evils which are confessed as existing in our society today. 1 
would content myself merely with pointing out the dimensions of the -avil and 
ibe way in which we should cope with them. Unless we deal with the enemiea 
of society in the only manner in which they understand, I am afraid the evil 
will spread and corrupt the entire body politic of this country.

We nef̂ d not go very far in seeking authority as regards the dimensions of 
tljis evil. Something like 1,865 cases have had to be referred by Government 
themselves to the Tax Investigating Commission and, though that Commission 
hBS not been able to deal with more than a very sms^ fraction, the revelation® 
n^de by the report of the. Commission will alone suffice to show the wide mmi- 
ficationa had immense dimensions of this evil in our society. Sir, T am not at 
all sure that- the number of case.s referred to the Tax Investigating Commission 
exhausts all oases that might have been referred. Obviously, for understand- 
fiible reasons it is not possible or desirable to refer every one of those cases, nor 
perhaps would the results be commensurate with the expenditure involved if 
every one of such cases were referred. But I am sure in my mind that the 
eases that have been referred do not represent more than a Tery small fraction 
of the total number of those guilty in one way or another of this evil.

Sir, the devices that these tax-evaders practise are much too profound.
11 A  M widespread and much too ingenvus b e  always easy to

* ‘ dei^eta. Therefore it is but fair to utter a word of congratulation
and warm appreciation of those officers working under the Tax Investigating^ 
Commission who have already discovered quite a number of trose devices 
which I trust will be useful in future for the ordinary staff of the Income Tax 
Department. I would not like to take the time of the House in going over 
these various devices which we have, uow, on the authority of thfe Investigating 
Comrniftsion, before us. But such evils as keeping a double set of books or 
making false entries or deliberately defeating the purposes of taxation by benami 
tonsactions or by having a variety of complicated chains of all sorts of interme­
diaries so f's to defeat the purposes of taxation are all there. These arc matters 
f ttrp e tr^ d  by malice-p$ti$$d, lo to speak^ deliberately, with the intention of
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defrauding the Chancellor of the Exchequer and ought not to be looked at bb " 
m e t%  bagatelle and as such should not be glossed OTer as ordinary human
failures. I have been told by a distinguished Member of this House that the 
Bill that I am suggesting would result in the elimination of the most eminent,’ 
the most intelligent, the most beneficial class of society. I  for one am no1> 
inclined to agree with.him not shed a tear if ever we succeed in eliminating 
this hostile element from our society. Personally, I regard tax-evaders and 
black-market perpetrators, as a sort of vermin which ought to be extinguished. 
They are a sort of plague which cannot do any good to society unless it it  
abolished in the root, so to say. Taking that view, therefore, Sir, the punish­
ment that I am suggesting is by no means excessive nor will a symbolic punish­
ment of the immediate perpetrator end the evil results of all the evil actions 
that he has been guilty of in his life so long.

The a-uthorities on phrenology are agreed that punishment is not always 
curative. I t may be deterrent and I hope the punishment suggested in my Bill 
would suffice, at any rate, to deter those malefactors who have hitherto gone 
scot-free, but who profess to appear or have been made to appear as benefactors 
of society. They are experts in hood-winking the officers of the Income-tax 
Department. Not only that. They are so expert in hood-winking society that 
they pose as guardians or pillars thereof by donating a few hundreds or 
thousands or lakhs in charity. I personally regard this as nothing but a 
wholesale or large-scale operation of bribing good men, thereby securing for 
themselves an honourable place in this world and trying to reserve a first-clasa 
berth for themselves in the world-to-come.

These are operations which cannot be looked upon with any light-hearted­
ness. As such, in all seriousness, in all earnestness and with utmost gravity,
I have brought forward this Bill if only to indicate the degree of indignation ai^ 
sense of hostility that we ought to feel towards such elements in our midst,

I realise that it is difficult to discover all their operations, bring to light A ll 
their mischief. Therefore it may be that we might be obliged ourselves to 
•dopt ways and means which under normal conditions and under ordinary 
circumstances we would not like to adopt. I t  has been said. Sir, that th i 
moment the control on cloth was removed, hundreds of those engaged in cloth 
production and those engaged in dealing in cloth made enormous profits wbidi 
have not yet been discovered. These are not all amongst the cases that have 
been referred to in the list presented to the Tax Investigation Commission. 
Whether or not they are all included, it is also true that the devices which are 
at our disposal are such as may not succeed, probably will not succeed in 
imearthing all their operations, and suggestions have been put forward whereby 
if rewards are offered to those who could bring information to the authorities 
eoncerned for discovering these malefactors, for laying open their objectionable 
operations, this might perhaps be more successful. Speaking for myself, Sir,
I would not like, even against these elements in our society to encourage 
another evil of informers, tale bearers and spies. We have had enough ot 
corruption in our country bo far, and it is not right and proper that we should 
add to it by breeding a race of informers or encouraging spies. But I  am 
constrained to add, when I look at the immunity with which these perpetra­
tors have been wcwking all these years, looking at almost the encouragement 
they seem to receive from the ordinary, rattier the vocal element of society 
looking also at the other unseen evil effects of their operations, in the shape ci 
bairen accumulation and unbalancing of our economy, looking at all these 
things, I  feel if we could by encouraging or resorting to informers successfuU^r 
bring to notice that which the normal process, after all, cannot reveal or cannoit 
display, we may have even to resort to rewarding such attempts. Though not 
ut present inclined to include this in the Bill as it stands, I  am willing that
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proposals of this character m ay  be coMidereji by the Select Committee which if 
agreed to will, I  am sure, go into all parts of this measure.. A bill witr three 
or four clauses is not, by iteelf, enough. I  am aware— ând none can be more 
W)—of the complexity of a measure that would have to be adopted if this evil 
k  to be effectively and finally dealt with. There is deliberately no time limit 
put on the operation of this measure by me, for I  think, so long as the very 
foundations of society are not changed, so long &s thia whole evi  ̂ of private 
property and profit motive are not abolished, so long as real economic equality 
in a truly democratic society is not secured, and those who have, contiuue to 
have more and more, and ^ose who have not, continued to remain destitute, 
I  say, so long a measure of this character will be necessary. I  would^ howeTar, 
agree that if within a reasonable period, say three or five years, within a 
period that can be measured by the generation that is now alive and feeli 
|he pinch of this evil, if \w ran M(.« coinnc^'d uhut there is real change of hearl» 
that the appeals made time and again by the leaders of society to the owners oC 
wealth, to use it for t h e  benefit of t h e  public or the country from which th#y 
derive it, and not merely for barren accumulation or for aggrandizement, if wt 
can be persuaded that there is such a change of heart, then I would be mysell 
willing to say such measures may be unnecessary and as such may be abolished. 
But so long as that state of society ia not achieved, so long as profiteers 
continue not only to profit for themselves but to exploit and oppress others^ 
directly or indirectly, so long as society pays a premium upon such operatioxMi 
of theirs, so long, 1 think measures of this character are necessary, and tha 
utmost punishment that we can award to these people, I  believe, would be a 
Tery mild dose to them, to learn to reform their ways.

With these words. Sir, I  would commend the measure to the House, and In 
ease there are any really serious objections or alternative suggestions 1 would 
be willing to oonsider them. I  commend the motion fo the House.

Mr. Speaker: In the hst of names given to me, the hon. Member haa
included the name of Shrimati G. Durgabai, but when he read the motion, 
he did not . . .

Ptof. K. T. Shah: I am aoriry, I  must have omitted it while reading.
Mr. SpMker: Then it is sought to be included now?
Prof. K. T. Shah: Yes, please.
Mr. Speaker: Very well. Motion moved:

**Tbat the Bill to provide for tha ptmiihment of tax •vaders and blackmarketeart, be 
ffefeTi'tid to a Select Comraittee oonsincinf  ̂ of Shh M. Ananthaaajanam Ayyangar. The Hon.

Bafi Ahmed Kidwai, Sardar Hokam Suuh, Shrii Damodar Swamp Seth» Baba 
BamnaraT^ Singh, 6hri K. Hannmanthaiya, Shri ^ambhu Nath Shnkla, Prof K. O. Banga, 
Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru, Shri Kamnath Qoenka, Shri Banaraai Prasad Jhanjhunwa]a, 
Shri T. T. J^Bhnamachari, Shrimati G. Dnrgabai, Dr. Zakir Hutain, Shri Jaipal Singh, 
Sardar Bhupinder Singh Man. Shri Hari Viahnu Kamath, Shri liabavir T y^ p ,  Shri Kaj 
Bahadur, Sardar Sochet Singh, Pandit Balkri«hna Sharma and tb(» Mover, ^ t h  instructionB 
to report on the opening day of the next session of Parliament.”

An Hon. M^mbar: What about the question of quorum?
Mr. Speaker: The quorum is now given in the rules.

The Minister of Phiaiioe (Dr. Matthai): I would like at thi(̂  stage o£ the 
debate, to make a few comments on the motion which has been moved by my 
hon. friend Prof. Shnh. I  agree that he has raised an important matter 
for consideration of the House; and in principle T agree with him that strong, 
deterrent action is requhed in regard to anti-social conduct of the kind to which 
hie motion relates. But, speaking on behalf of Government, I regrof I  am nol 
in a pGSkt)OT« ^  accept the motion as it stands, neiUicr the form in which the
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Bill has been fonnulated, nor the precise proposal* which are embodied in f t .
I think the matter requireB fuller consideration in the light of the whole context 
of law and adminiBtration bearing upon these problems. The House w aware 
that it is our intention to place before the House at a very early date, a Bfll 
for a comprehensive amendment of the Indian Income Tax Act, based princi­
pally upon the reconimendfttionfe which have been made by the Income-tM 
Investigation Commission. I hope it will be possible for me to introduce that 
Bill before the end of this session. In that Bill, this particular problem whieli 
Prof. Shah has raised is one for which proposals are to be inade. The particular 
proposal that we have in mind which will be included in the draft Bill is that in 
the case of persons who make false statements in regaid to their income-tax 
returns, their position should be exactly the same as those who fabricate 
evidence in a judicial proceeding.

The position at present under the Income-tax Act is that a person who 
mnkes a ftdse statement in connection with his income-tax returns is liable to 
be sentenced to simple imprisonment for a maximum period of six months with 
iine. The provision which we are going to put into the Bill which will thortly 
be placed before the House is that a person who makes a false statement should 
be dealt with under the provisions in th© Indian Penal Code wh»h deal with 
fabrication of evidence in a judicial proceeding. Therefore, if that provision is 
a(!cepted by the House, the penalty involved would be increased from six 
months simple imprisonment to 7 years imprisonment of either description. 
It seem s to m e therefore that that BiU will provide the House with ample 
opportunity of examining this particular question, not in isolation but as I  
said, in thf whole context of Income-tax law and Practice and I suggest there­
fore respectfully to tre House that it should reject this Motion at pr^isent and 
wait for the opportunity which this Bill would give to the House.

There are other recommendations which have been made by the Tsac 
Investigation Commission on this question. The line that they have generally 
taken in regard to this matter is that it is not so much penalty in the way of 
imprisonment and fine which will really act as ft deterrent. What is necessary 
is to bring social odium to bear upon people who commit anti-social offence* 
of this kind and one of the suggestions that they have made—which of course it 
would be open to the H o u r © to examine on the basis of the Bill that we are 
going to bring before the House—is that the names of tax-evaders should b« 
published. Another is that they should be disqualified from appointment to 
positions of trust which it is in Government’s power to confer e.g,, appoint­
ments to Port TruBt, appointments as Justice of Peace. It is open to the 
House also to consider whether they should not be disqualified from standing 
for ejections. These forms of social censure would probably aet as a stronger 
deterrent.

I m«iy say that this is a matter which has engaged the attention of the 
Government in recent months. A few months ago under instructions from the 
Prime Minister we isJ^ued directives to various Departments of GoverDment that 
in the matter of giving contract^ and licenses for export and import, w e must 
insist that the applicants must produce a clean income-tax record. We have 
been acting on that. Of course the introduction of 0. G. L. to some extent 
has prevented us from making ih& fullest use of it. So the matter is already 
engaging the attention of Government on lines somewhat similar !bo those 
suggested by Prof. Shah but in a manner which is more in accordance with the 
practical requirements of the situation.

The Bill covers not only the question of tax evasion. I t  involved also the 
question of blackmarketing. Offences of that kind are at present dealt with under 
tte  Essential Supplies (Temporary Powers) Act. The penalty provided in that
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Act is that those who arc guilty of offenceB under that Act might either be 
«enten«ed to impriBonment of cither description for h period of 8 years or might 
be fined or t!ie property involved might be forfeited to Cfovernment. I  
personally think these penalties are sufficiently severe, particularly the provisi<m 
in regard to forfeiture of property.

I would like to say in connection with the operation of this Act— ând thal 
applies to some extent also to the question of evasion— t̂hat the real problem 
is not to make suitable legislative provision, THiat of eourse is necessary but 
the really important thing is to provide for satisftictory administration of such 
legislative enactments as you have on the subject. Because those who have 
had any experience of the practical administration of anti-corruption laws will 
realize that the real difficulty is not that legislation does not provide for suffi­
cient penalties, the real difficulty is to establish sufficient evidence to have tfaft 
guilt brought home to the patty concerned. I  am therefore inclined to think 
that if the House is going to d ^  seriously with this matter, it mus4 direct iti  
attention not so much to fresh legislation rb to the question of implementing 
m vting legislative provision in a more satisfactory and effective manner. I  
myself have had experience of the way in which the anti-corruption arrange­
ments thut we have set up sometimes work. I still remember three years ago 
when I was in charge of the Railways and we established an anti-corruption 
organization for dealing with offences of this kind, it was represented to me 
by important interests that they had now to acconmiodafte not merely railwajr 
officials but also anti-corruption officials. So the really important point to 
my mind is to stiffen the administrative organization required. I t is in this 
direction that we oould find an effective solution.

My suggestion, therefore, to the House is that it should reject this Motaon 
at present and should avail itself of the opportunity of having the whole ques­
tion re examined in the light of above facts when I bring forward a Bill before 
the HoiiKe which T hope to do before the end of this session.

Shri M. A. Ayyangar (Madras): The need for down bof-h black-
merketing and tax evasion cannot be over-emphasized but a« the hon. 
♦he Finance Minister has observed, there is ample provision under the existing 
law to deal with these.

So far ae tax evasion is concerned, the Finance Minister just now said thaf 
he is contemplating to introduce a Bill where false statements given to Inconle- 
tax authoritiee will be punished more severely than they are at present, and 
brought on a line with offences flet ouV in the Indian Penal Code. The Petial 
Code makes this offence punishable with imprisonment for 7 years. II  
imprisonment is made compulsoiy, even a period of 7 years is tiot necessary. 
Bven a period of B months will be sufficient. When ^ a t  measure is under 
dpntemplation. by the Government I do not think this Bill is necessary. Thai 
will be a more comprehensive Bill.

So far as blackmarketing is; concerned, it is regrettable that we have no! 
been able to catch many blackmarketeors, though there is more than ample 
provjeion made in the several Acts. Let me take olily three instances. Take 
the Act 24 of 1946. That is an Act to provide for the continuance during a 
limited period of poinnerft to contml the productfen, supply and distribution of 
and trade and commerce in, certain oonoimodities. I t  cays:

this Act, unlaift there ia anyt^hing repugnant in tho *ubject or (»nt«xt,—•
(a) ‘ewential commodity' means any of the foTIowinfif c1as««s of oofnmodities :—

(i)
(ii) cottcn and wooU«n t»xtilp«i,
(ill) paper,
(iv) petroleom and peiroleitm prodoeta,
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(v) Bjpare parts of xricchanically propelled vehicles,
(vi) coal,
(vii) iron and nfceel,

I • (viii) mica, cic.”
Now, with renpeci to each one of them, a Control Order has also been issued, 

wherever it was found ih&t this general Act was not enough. Let ub examinft 
the provisions of this Act. It empowers the Government to frame rule* 
relating to the pidces at whioh articles should be sold, the quantity beyond 
which no person could have in his possession, the time within which he must 
dispose of his stock, etc. Tha.t is, if he sells an article beyond a particular 
price, ho will be guilty of an offence; if he does not sell the commoditiieB in U i 
possession before a particular time, he will be guilty of an offence; and if holds 
beyond a particular quantity, he will be gmlty of an offence.

Then take the investigation into these offences: Special provisions hsTS
also been made for this puipose. Part (j) of sub-section (2) of section 8 of thii 
Act provides: '

*'for any ircidental and Huppleinentary matters, including in particular the entering, aiid 
March of premibeB, vehicles, veeaela and aircraft, the seizure by » person authorised to mftktt 
sach fiearcn of any articles in respect of which such person has reason to believe that *  
oontravention of the order has V>cM!n is being ’ or is at)0ut to be committed, the grant or 
issue of licences, permits or other documents, and the charging of fees t h e r e f o r . ,

’ I t  is a very comprehensive Act. If any investigating officer thinks that a 
oontravenfion of the order has been, is being or is about to be committed, ha 
can enter any premises and seize any articles with respect to which an offenoa 
is contemplated under that Act.

Now, a person apprehended by the investigating officer cannot escape b j  
saying that some other person has committed that offence. Section 9 of this 
Act says:

"If the person contravening an order made under section 3 is a company or other body 
oorporate, every director, manager, secretary or other ofBcer or agent thereof shall, 
unleRs he proves that the contraventioii took place without his knowledge or that h® 
exercised all due diligence to prevent such contravention, be deemed to be guilty of such 
contravention.’*

That is to say, each one of them shall be liable individualliy, unless he provas 
that he has had absolutely no knowledge of the offence committed or that he was 
in England or America when it was committed. Therefore nobody can escapa.

Then as regards the burden of proof, imder section 16 the burden has baatt 
imposed, not as in ordinary criminal cases on the prosecuiaon, but on the man 
prosecuted. Under ordinary criminal law, every man is presumed to ba 
absolutely innocent uni^ he is proved to be guilty. Now, lihis procedura fel 
reversed so far as these Control Orders are concerned. Section 16 says:

*'Where any x r̂fion is prosecuted for contravening any order made under sei-.tion 8 
which prohibits him from doing an act or being in poBsession of a thing without lawful 
authority or without a permit, licenoe or other document, tho harden of proving that ba 
has such authority, permit, licence or other document, shall be on him.”
Ibarefore, the burden has also been fixed on man iHroaecuted.

Now, what are the punishments? Three years is the term of imprisonment. 
I t  may be a fine or it may be both. Later forfeiture also was included by M/aM 
No. LXIV of 1948. I t  provides:

(a) where the contravention is of an Order relating to cotton textiles, the Court shalt—
(i) sentence any person crnvicted of such contravention to imprisonment for a

term which may extend to three years and may, in addition, impose a sent«noa 
of fine, and

(ii) direct that any property in respect of which the Order has been contravened or 
taoh part of it at tha Ooort may doom fit shall' be forfeited to E is Majastj’a.**
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That xneaQB that the articles with respeot to which the offeuce has been 
oommitted m aj be forfeited. A fine also may be imposed. In addition, there 
may also be imprisonment.

Now, with regard to false statements, section 10 says:
“If m y  person—

(i) when required l)y any >icJei mftde undt?r Bcclion 3 to make any statMnmit or
furnish any information, makes any statement or furniahec "anv inf(*rmation 
which is false in any material particular and which he knows or Kaa rcasoDabl  ̂
cause to believe to ^  falfeo, or does not believe to be true, or

(ii) ruakes any such statement as aforesaid in any l)Ook, account, record, Jeclnnir.ion.
return or other document which he is required by any such order to maintain 
or tiirnish,

he shall Ix* puniphable with inipriftv:niiOfMit for a term which may extend t.hn*<» yeaiR or 
with fine or with both.” *

Now, in the case of the magistrate who has to try the case, it might be 
said that this power may be there, but the party concerned may cause to have 
one thousand witnesses Jk> be examined and thus gain time^ But under 
section 12,. a magistrate oan try the case summarily.

Therefore. I do not think that this Bill is going to improve the provisions 
rof the already existing Draconian Act which I have just referred to and whioh 
we have already passed. I t  is not as though very stringent provisions ar^. not 
already there on the Statutie Book. The fault lies actually in the administra­
tion. I  know that with respect to both the Provincial and the Central GoVem- 
mentp, there is an Anti-(/orruption Department attached to each Ministry. 
I  know that in the Commerce Department of the Government, a retfe^ 
Aocountant-Genera! who did not have anything to do with the Department 
was appointed as the Anti-Corruption Officer, and all complaints relating to 
import and export permits and licences were placed before him and he used 
to go from place to place. Likewise, with respect to the Communications 
Department. In the Posts and Telegraphs Department there was an Anti­
Corruption Officer who was independent of that Department. Likewise, I  
am aware that in the Province of Madras, there is an Anti-Corruption Offioer. 
What is necessary is to tighten the administration. I  do not think wo need 
another Act, because I do not think we can improve upon the existing legis­
lation. This will be only another piece of legislation, except that hjstead of 
three years imprisonment and/or fine and also forfeiture of property, you oan 
impose a death sentence or transportation for life. I do not know, but you 
xnaj be able to terrorise people to some extent with this, but it will not 
If you want to impose the death sentence for selling salt or pepper or whatever 
the controlled commodity may be, at 12J annas instead of 12 annns which 
is the controlled rate and thus msddng a profit of } anna, it will remain merely 
a paper threat. It will only mean Home more hribinp of the Anti-Corruption 
Officer .̂ I am not against Anti-Corruption Officers. So long as human insti­
tutions exist, there will be a certain amount of corruption, But that does not 
displace the necessity for providing against evasions of law as far as possible. 
I  fully agree with the object of the IBill, but there are already provisions on 
the Statute Book to deal with such cases and which are very rigorous, and 
there are also anti-corruption agencies in the various Departments.

Bhri B. K. Ohaudhuri (Assam): What about abetanent of fuch ofPences?
Shri M. A. Ayyangar: Abetment is also an offence. I  would also refer to 

another matter, that is the generals morale of our country^ which should also 
be raised. Unfortunately wo ourselves go to the black-market when we find 
that w e  a r e  short of a n y t h i n g .  If a g u e s t  c o m e s  g n d d e n ly ,  we do not tell 
him that he must go to a hotel. Immediately we send our servant—rwe do 
not tell him that he should go to the blackmarket—but ask him to zranaga 
the thing somehow. He pays perhaps half a rupee more and gets the thing. 
If there is no sugar, we are not prepared to put up with it. We think wa*
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were bom with sugar and we will be buried with sugar. If enough sugar is 
not there, we do not put up with it. We try to coerce the Government and 
nlî o coerce ourselves, pay something more and try to repleriisli our stock.

T?herefore, while appreciating the object of the Bill, I  would respeotfully say 
that there is absolutely no need for it. I t  is not going to improve the existing 
law. And machinery also is already there. I would request the Govornment 
to tighten up that mat^hinery and see to it that the law is administered 
irrespective of consequences, irrespective of who the person involV(3d is. The 
taller the man^ the better it is if he is found guilty and punisht^d. Even a 
day's imprisonment is enough in the case of a big merchant. Let him be 
caught. The whole thing lies in the process of catching. You must appoint 
propen officers. On the other side, also, I would say, let us not es’’J>ape the 
responsibility of being witnesses. If I purchase an article in the black niarket, 
let me come forward n)id sa> that I purchased it, even if I  should be guilty 
of that oSenoe. This is an offence which oould be oommitted 
both by the public and by the merchant. The merchant is certainly responsible 
to a larger extent. To ca?oh him the law is there abready and I  do not think 
this new piece of legislation is necessary. It is not going to improve the present 
position and therefore I am not in favour of the reference to the Select Com­
mittee.

Bhrl Haxlruddin Ahmad (West Bengal): i  have listened with c(,nsiderable
attention to the two virtuous speeches just now made. The problem does not 
admit of any delay, but somehow or other, delay dogs the foot-steps of the 
Government in dealing with this important subject.

Tlio hon. Minister Dr. Matthai admitted that the 'disease is widespread and 
that something must be done. But, what he has ultimately agreed to do is 
only to consider the matter. I think that no further time should be wasted in 
merely considering the matter. The fact that a Bill of a more comprehensive 
nature is undor contemplation of Government would again postpone an urgent 
hut an unpleasant duty. The problem is acute and should be ta'jkled at onoe 
with the severest possible measures.

The two hon. Mcmhtrs who have just now spoken have verv much adver­
tised the virtnt^s of the existing Acts. It was contended that the existing Acts 
were sufficiently (Icjlcrri'nl in their proviHions. I respectfully agree with them 
in their abstract principle; but in order to make the existing Acts really 
etfective, ^tfong (kwernment a<!tion is necessary. It is admitted by both the 
hon. Members thnt this is neces!=ary and it is also practically admitted that 
Government is lacking in vigorous aeti(^n. In fact, the working of the existing 
Acts shows a lamentable want of determination on the part of the j.uthorities 
to prosecute th f biggest defaultei’s. Tliose who aro prosecuted ^re petty indivi- 
dual8 wlio havL* sold salt or match boxes or thin.i(8 of that sort at a higher price 
referred to by my hon. fnVncl Mr. Ayyangar. The difficulty that the public 
have to face is that the Government is not strong enough or willing enoup[h t-o 
tackle the biggt^st dtfaiilters. If you prosecute very unimportant and frivoloxifi 
cases* drog on the i)olice enquiry indefinitely, and drag on the court proceediugs 
tor an indefinite lenj.rth of time, and ultimately punish the poorest and the 
smallest criminal, black marketing will not b e ‘stopped. I  submit the existing 
Acts have failed not only in their provisif)Us, but also in their working. There 
are deterrent provisions, but they are not deterrent enough. I  therefore subxnif 
that a moi*e iieterrent ])'’nishment, a more spectacvilar punishment which will 
catch the imagination of the public and which will strike terror into tha hearts 
of the potential erimitials, is needed. In fact, the hon. mover’s suggestion 
there should be death penalty or at least transportation for life, would be very 
spectacular. ,My hou. friend Mr. Ayyangar has criticised that idea and stated 
that it would be unsuitable for a man who sells salt or sugar at a slightly highez
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price. I do not think that these punishments are really intended by the mover 
•of the Bill to apply to petty cases.

JkOL Hon. Member: Shall be punished*'.
Stall Haiiruddlii AtaSMd: If the proTisions are wide enough to include tlte

poorest and smallest criminals, they may be modified in the Select Committeo. 
I  should think that with regard to the bif?gest criminals, those who are mosi 
fashionnble and belcni:̂  tu the most respected classes of our society, something 
fihnuH be done. I  would suggest that another kind of punishment should be 
added, and that is public flogging.

Sbri E. X. Qhandtami: After hto death senfence?
Shri Kaiimddin Ahmad: I t  woiild be more speetaoular if you flog a man 

after he is hanged. What I  submit ia that the punishment should strike terror 
into the hearts of criminals who are so persistent in their crimes. Somehow 
or oth^r, that will to succeed is lacking somewhere, I submit that the Bill 
should be sent to the Select Committee. I t  should be modified and it should 
be made applicable to the biggest cases and not to the smallest, and the punish­
ment should be psychologically adequate.

Sir. som ethiug hus been said with regard to the attitude of the public. I 
subm it tliat the public* art* entir»2ly helpless, and they look on the Acts and their 
working with sonro kin I of fear and wonder. Black-marketing goes on openly 
without anybody bein^ answerable for it. The biggest criminals do not receive 
any attention at all, or if they receive any attentions, they are like the atteiiticto 
of af?oetionate triendm and relations, I therefore submit that action nndor the 
proposed legislation sliouM be sv\ift, should be stixing and should «i)pe îl to the 
public. The procedu.ve under the t^xisting Acts is of a' most dilatory ciiaracter^ 
and it should be tiliorlened. The enquiry should be swift, the court prooedura 
should be shortened, thu enquiry should be surnmary, punishment should be 
swift...

Shri SyamnandaxL Sahaya (Bihar): The penalty should be death.
Shri Naximddin Ahmad: And the penalty should be death in some cases 

iind it should be reserved for the most important cases, the mosl glaring and m od 
dangerous casos. This punishment of death ha^ caused some amount of amuse­
ment in the House. This is not an unusual thing. In Germany they had 
absolutely wiped out black-marketing and corruption by this kind of punish­
ment. I believe this punishment is prevalent in France and some other 
countries. I submit, Sir, that some drastic action should be taken, both legia* 
latively and administratively. If the will to put this down is lacking on 
account of the fact that the sinnei*s are the highest f»nd the best in our society, 
it would be a liopeless matter to expect any redress. Under the circumstanoesjt 
gomething more should be done. This is a matter which has attracted wide 
public attention and the problem is understood and well known. The remedy 
flhould not be delayed on the mere ground that this should wait for admini*- 

■ tlPative Convenience. I  therefore fully support the provisions of the Bill and 
would ask Ooverjiment. in all humility, to act at once to show to the world that 
they are not going to tolerate f*ny such thing, that simply because of the 
influence and wealth of the criminals nothing is to be done. This ilea should 
be dispelled once for all and then fmd then alone some n l̂ief could be t,nven. The 
public cannot be held to be puilt̂  ̂of connivance. They are nof crirritnals: they are 
not associates in crime; nor are they accomplices. They are perfectly helpless in 
the matter. They are really the victims of this crime than willing oooperatort* 
They are not sure that any serious action would be taken if any information 
is given to the authorities. On the other hand, a man who informs the nutho- 
titles of serious crimes would be boycotted by the black-marketeers or put ta
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difficulties: his essential supplies may be stopped and be would be without
remedy. The problem should not be shelved nor delayed. It should be met 
on the spot, the crime should be detected at ouce and brought quickly before 
the court and the pimishment should be swift und severe so as to catch tb« 
imaginiition of the public and strike terror in the most influential criminals.

Bhzl B. Dm  (Oriflsa): I  do nc^ feel elated that the hon. Ilinanoe Minifiii;
is going to bring in another Bill to tighten income-tax collection. Though my 
hon. friend the Finance Minister has been a Barrister, he has fallen into the 
trap of the lawyers in this House and outside and has always been l^gisJating 
and bringing in tribunalo where the lawyer elements preponderate. They carry 
appeals from one court to another and my hon. friend does not collect any more 
income-tax than he does at present. Any further Bill that my hon. friend may 
briiii  ̂ on the Hoor of tJ;e House will not help. First he must abolish the Tax 
Evasion Investigatiofi Commission, which, unfortunately, he told us fle  other 
day, he is not goin;̂  to abolish and that it would last one more year.

If our country is suffering from black-marketeers and tax-dodgers, they are 
being abetted by the professional tribe of lawyers that pervade all over tb* 
country. .

An Bool. Ibm ber: Bring a Bill to punish them.
Shzl B. Dm: I<) is the black-marketeere who are responBible for the preseal 

inflation. In the recent sugar muddle at least fifty crores of rupees have passed 
from the common man's pocket to the pockets of the black-marketeers and oan 
my hon. friend the Finance MLnister say that he would be able to toudi one 
•andth per oent. of that money in the shape of tax? No. That money is simpl̂ l 
floatiag about and those of us who are accustomed to see “ Shankar’s Weekty”  
are familiar with the physiognomy of the black-marketeers and t&*x-dodgers. 
If inflation is to be checked the black-marketeer ha« to be controlled.

The hon. Finance Minister has sympathy for the objective of my friend 
Prof. Shah*8 Bill. I know Prof. Shah intimately for the last thirt.y years. H# 
is a very non-violent man and he caimot wish to do harm to anybody. If he 
came to the conclusion that the black-marketeers should be punished with tlî e 
death penalty, I am sure he has suffered terribly to come to that conclusion* 
I  know that that proposition is not acceptable to my hon. friend the Financ# 
Ministi^r or even to the Deputy Speaker, Mr. Ayyangar. I am not a lawyer but 
when I heard ars^uments that the former British Government had legislated 
and hn'l given sufficient powers to the Income-tax officers to collect proper taxes 
or to punish black-marketeers and tax-dodgers, I felt a* little stimned. My 
friend Mr. Ayyangar thought that it was the fault of the administrative autho­
rities that the Acts have not been implemented. A law may be passed with 
the best of int-entions but it gets into the hands of the tribe of lawyers and some 
of them take I^s. ,00 and some others Rs. 50,000 for the interpretation of s  
parti(jular low point, and we And that all this legislation which we have enacted 
with aU good intentions, to serve the country, to raise l^e social and m c^
consciousness as also the dignity of the people, all become failures and futile.

How is the Government going to fight this inflation, this complete demoraU- 
eation ard the debacle that have come about in the country? For three yeari 
we have watched tUe absence of social consciousness on the part of the black* 
marketeers and tax dodgers. Like the evil genius or the incarnation of th# 
Devil they are hovering all over and today oiu* social existence is in the 
of a \ icious system. My view is let the Government examine the suggestion
which Prof. Shah has brought out in this Bill.

T do hope that the Finance Minister will realise that whatever laws may be 
passed are not sufficient. We found that two eminent lawyers like my friend
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Pandit Naziruddin Ahmad and Pandit Ayyangar putting in their interprei&tions 
on the application of the Acts. A Government must run and our Republican 
Government must get sufficient money to run its own administration and for 
tiiat a social consciousness must be developed. I have said before and I again 
say that the President should promulgate an Ordinance against black-marketeeni 
and tax-dodgers. Alter we go away from Delhi in April the President may 
issue an Ordinance that whenever a man is suspected of black-marketing and 
thus adding to the inflation that man should be summarily tried, and punished. 
I  am not so violent as to suggest the death penalty but let them all b# 
interned at Ahmadnagai...

Jji Bon. Mtaiber: Why Ahxnadnagar?
Shri B. Das: All right, let us not spoil the sanctity of that place. Let

them all be put into one jail or internment oamp.
I  HaTe enquired of my hon. friend the Finanoe Minister and his adyisers and I

found that no Indian moneyed man has ever paid his dues voluntarily. I have 
heard it said that in England people pay cheques to the British Treasury, 
because they think that those taxes are due to the Government. This moral 
degradation of Indians who are not patriots..........

Dr. ICatthai: I do not remember having made a statement of that kind.
Shri B* Das: May I enquire if my hon. friend has ever received any cheque 

or payment from any tnx-dodger any time voluntarily?
Dr. Mattlial: I  think that the stat^ement that, the hon. Member made was

that he gathered from the Finance Minister and his advisers that no assesses 
had ever voJuntarily pai l his taxes to the Stat-e.

Shri B. Das: I  did not mean that every assessee pays his tax but those 
who evaded taxes. Even the representatives of the black-marketeers that one 
meets round the street corners said that they were willing to pay ten to fifteen 
•crores of tax which had been evaded. But where the moral sense or honesty 
on the part of tĥ  ̂ tax-dodgers to pay Dr. Matthai his dues is lacking, how can 
he maintain the social well-being of India? I t is a pity, and it is a ahatne and 
humiliation to me that the monied and the rich classes should avoid taxation 
and that norie of them have the social sense to pay up their tax dues, and yet 
these people try to influence our social development and our social and moral 
sense in our public and privata spheres of life. They are moral lepers and 
wrecks and they should be interned somewhere. But if we legislate, the new 
legislation that î  coming, or follow the old Act—the Control Orders Act— 
which mv friend the Deputy-Speaker quoted, we will never be able to punish 
ooe tax-dodger or one black-marketeer. Sir, the quegtion is let the Government 
think, let the Cabinet think—if we are not in a position to give proper advice 
to the ('abinet—let them think how this demoralisation of the society will 
▼aniflh. If there are tax-dodgers on the level of crores and crores, the demorali­
sation descends to the lower level also, and one who has to pay ten thousand 
rupees to the confers of the Government does not also pay. So there is a sort 
of demoralisation simply because a few top mischievous brains are scheming 
and they take pleasure in evading payment of aU taxes, and even boasting 
their right to such tax-dodging. To me it is most alarming. This is not the 
ilrst time that I have had to express myself on this question and I repeat my 
sorrow and warning on the floor of the House again that this social <^orruption 
must be rooted out. Whether it should be done with punishment of death 
aentence or with internment, I am not much concerned. 6u t I think some 
Ordinance must be immediately enacted by which such people would bo put 
in internment. I shall speak again at the time of consideration of the Inoome- 
tax Bill which my hon. friend will bring in. He may find me having prejudices 
against tax-dodgers. But let us have faith in the Income-tax Department and
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ittt otiicers. Let ub give them such power as will enable them to collect such 
taxes without the intervention of any tribunals,. The Asaistaiit CoinniisBioner 
holds an appeal courts then the Income-tax Commissioner holds another appeal 
court;, and then there are the Tribunals with a bunch of judicial officers. And 
by-the-by, yesterday 1 read strong comments made in a bulletin that the Trade 
Disputes Tribunals which have been recently formed do not understand their 
dptivJR, that they interpret their duties differently, that they have ditlerent 
▼erdic'ts ubout the settlement of similar trade disputes. And somehow my 
hon. friend Ur. Ainbedkar is appointing more and mpre tribunal^ with the 
pitial)le faith in the doings of judges and lawyers. He thinks that if a man 
tiRft been a judge anywhere he can interpret things and render justice in every 
case—be it labour tribunal or trade disputes tribunal or any other tribunal. 
Bjr, that is a very wrong notion. If the la>\’yeri$ ’001 pê : c/ent. in India 
of 34 crores of people, do you mean to say that others will not have a higher 
moral sense and a higher sense of arbitration? Why do we bring in the lawyer 
tslemenl., the judicial element, in tribunals of Income-tax? (Int^rrupiioti)- 
I t has happened that lawyers have gone nway with lakhs and lakhs of rupees 
which ifi not their real earning. If my friend Sjt. B. K. Chaudhuri can unseal 
his lips, my friend can tell me bow much money has illicitly passed to 
lawyers...

Mr. Speakor: Order, order. I  am afraid the hon. Member is going off at
a tangent. He should come to the Bill before us.

Bhxl B. Dm : I  wiU wind up my speech. Sir. I  do hope t ^ t  when i to  
other Bill eomes, my friend will see that it is a realistic Bill and not a legalistic

TJ regards the Bill now before us, I have full sympathy with
my esteemed friend Prof. Shah and I think that he has done us a 

gignal service in introducing the Bill. But 1 do hope that he will leave it to 
my Government...

An Hon. Member: Our Government.
Bhil B. Dm : Out Govemment—I  apologize-^to bring an Ordinance to 

tackle all tax^dodgers.
Faadit B. Bluurgm (Ajmer): The Bill that has been sponsored in iihia

House by my bon. friend Prof. Shah aims at hanging by neck every tax-dodger 
or a black-marketeer. In all humility I would like to ask my hon. friend as to ' 
what punishment he prescribes for those persons who are responsible for 
creating conditions in which this evil of black-marketing has come Into 
existence.

8() far HR this Bill is concerned, it only aims at enhancing the sentence, 
raising it to transportation for life or death. But it does not introduce a novel 
principle in th»: realm of law. There are laws, as has been pointed out by my 
hon. friend the Deputy-Speaker, which prescribe punishment by way of 
imprisonment for tlie commission of these offences. But what has been the 
regrettable history of the administration of these laws? You may turn the 
pages of history during the last three years and you will seldom find an instance 
in which a real bkck-marketeer has been brought to book. If the defect of law 
has been respoTisible for this omission, then of couiise we can say that the law 
must be tightened, nuibt be made more rigorous. But the facts are that the 
administration has failed, and failed miserably, to bring to book those who 
have been responsibie for tliis black-marketing. Therefore, if this House is 
serious, the question that we have to tackle t< H ia y ,  tomorrow or the day after is 
how and in what way th© conditions that prevail are to be set right.

1 asked a very relevant question at the very beginning as to what punish- 
Ittent does the author of this Bill prescribe for persons who are responsible for
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bringing these ecnditior>s into existenoe. This is a leguoy that we h&Te inherited 
ftoni our British irastera. Prior to 1948 there were no control measures existing 
in India. I t was for the first time in June 1943 that textile control was intro 
duced by the Government of the day. And from September 1943 the entire 
export and import trade in foodgrains ŵ as talcen over from the normal trade 
channels by the Government in its own hand. I t  is after these control measurei^ 
came into existence that we began to hear about this evil of black-murketing. 
Prior to that perhaps very few of us had even heard the name ‘black-markoting’. 
Therefore, not only those who commit this offence are the offenders but the 
real offenders are those who are responsible for creating these conditions and, 
further, w’ho are responsible for perpetuating these conditions. My conviction 
is that until and unless those conditions disappear from the scene, this offence 
cannot be set right. Whatever laws you may make, whatever decrees you may 
introduce, they will be no answer at all for the elimination of this evil. This 
evil of black-rnarketing: has caused immense hardship to Govemmont by 
depriving it of its revenues. Not only that, it has led to a very regrettable 
thing—a thing whi-’h is much more regrettable than any other— the 
degeneration tiiid demoralisation of the nation’s morale. Therefore, we have 
to see that it is effectively checkmated and counteracted. I for one think that 
everv Menjber of this House is responsible directly or indirectly for its 
perpetuation, because every day we have been passing laws and introducing 
more :md more ccntrols without ensuring that those controls are administered' 
on healthy lines. Therefore, in my humble opinion, the remedy lies not in the 
enactment of laws or making them more rigorous, but in doing away with the 
control measures themselves from the public life of the country. After a good 
deal of consideration of every aspect of th© question, I have come to the con­
clusion that in the larger interests of the nation, controls must go lock, stock 
and barrel. It is they who are responsible for the evils of black-marketing, 
corruption and so on.

Then, Sir, iriy hon. friend Mr. Tyagi said the other day that the hon. the 
Finance Minister’s Budget is coloured with an urban bias. My complaint goes 
further. I say that not only the Budget proposals but even these control 
measures and their administration are coloured with an urban bias. After all,
I  ask you, for whom does the control on food exist today? If you look at the 
administration of food controls, the -inevitable conclusion to which you reach 
is that they are for the exclusive benefit of the urban population, who number 
about ]0 to 15 per cent, of the total population. From the brochure oircnlated 
by the Ministry of Food, we find that the towns that are under rationing number 
about a 1000 and the population affected is about 129 million. Now. it is for 
the benefit of these 1000 towns that this elaborate machinery of control has 
been brought into existence at an enormous and colossal expenditure of public 
money, in addition to creating a general moral depravation and depravity among 
the people at large. The justification given for this from the Ministerial Benches 
is that there is a deficiency of food in the country and therefore the controls 
should continue. Bui the question is • Has anybody applied his mind to and 
seriously thought over this question? Has Government been able to gather 
reliable statistics about the total grain produce<l in the country? Gk>vernmen< 
admits its failure to assess what is the total production of foodgrains in the 
country. If we are not even able to estimate that, I wonder how any control 
men«ure can be successful. How can it be successful until and unless we have 
infonnation about the cr^mmodity, its source and its progress* from the hands 
of the producer to the hands of the consumer? In fact, these controls were 
introduced by our Bntish rulers on the analogy of controls in England. W© 
have slavishly imitated what we inherited as a legacy from them, even though 
these controls are not suitable and proper for our country. My respectful 
tnbmisMon is that, so far as the question of food control is concerned, it h a s
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been ivbsolutely inet¥ective and has meant not only colossal 1ob8 of public Money 
but also it hns had a very bad effect on the morals of the people. I t  is only the 
rural population that haî  benefited by rationing. I want to point out the 
anomalous position that exists in my province in regard to its administration.

Mr. Speaker: Order, order. I may point out to the hon. Member that it
will not be pertinent to enter into the details of the administration of t*x>d 
.̂controls. His chief point is that contrDls are the cause of this evil and that 
point, I believe, he hahi sufficiently made out. He need not go into the details; 

^other^ '̂ise, this will become a debate on “ controls or no controls''.
Pandit M. B. Bhargava: I respectfully bow to your ruling, Sir, but I would 

like to close my remarks within a few minutes. I was just going to point out 
the anomalous position to which these controls have brought us in my own 
province of Ajmer^Merwara.

The other day the hon. Minister of Agriculture and Food admitted on the 
floor of the House Ihat even in rural areas barley and gram of a very bad quality 

.are being sold i\i 2 seers per rupee while imported wheat of a very good quality 
is being sujjplied in the urbfin ration shops at the rate of 3 seers and 4 chattaks 
per rupee. Thit inRtance shows that these controls exist only for the bc*nefit 

^ f  the urban populatico and out of this population, at least 60 per cert, ia 
prepared t<> purchase commodities at whatever inflatel prices they may be 
available. Therefore, my respectful submission is th is: Unless and \mtil the
•causes responsible for breeding this black*marketing are put an end to, black- 
marketing cannot cease to exist. Not only in the realm of food control but in 
those of textiles, cement and others, if we are to raise the moral level of the 
people, if we are to restore normal conditions, if we are to eliminate and do 
away w'ith the evil of black-marketing, the sooner all control measures are put 
an end to the better it will be for us. The law has so far failed to bring into 
itB clutches persons involved in black-marketing. The history of the adminis­
tration of these contrclb is a regrettable chapter in the accomplishments of this 
Government. In my own province I know who are the victims of these laws. 
They ore not th^.;e persons who make lakhs and lakhs of rupees—these people 
have got resources enough to be above the clutches of law. I t  is rather 
unfortimate that our public officers are keen more on bringing to book innocent 
and illitera'te villagers on some technical infringement of laws, while the actual 
culprits go scot-free. These poor villagers are dragged to the courts of law 
where they remain on trial for months and years. Meanwhile the food-grains 
and other commodities which are taken possession of by the police from these 
villagers rot f«ii(l by the time the man is convicted not a grain is left unspoilt. 
This is the rei^rettablo manner in which control regulations are being 
administered.

Within the past four or five years the administrative machinery has oonsi- 
4erivbl.v deteriorated. This fact was admitted even by the hon. the Finance 
Minister the other day on the floor of this House, that the machinery has proved 
absolutely ineffective and is responsible to a certain degree for many of the evils 
that exist today. If that is the admission of ^ e  Government Benches and if 
they are not able to tone up the machinery, the only reasonable course that we 
-could think of is to do away with these controls and restore the normil trade 
channel. This will naturally mean a death-blow to the black-market as such.

So far as the other offence of tax-evasion is concerned, I  have full sympathy 
ior the objects which the hon. the Mover of this piece of legislation has in view. 
But there even the laws do exist. The real difficulty is that while the actual 

♦culprits are beyond its clutches, the innocent suffer. The practical remedy is 
to improve th^' rdminietrntive machinery and not make the law more stringent.
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FADdlt KMahna Oliaadra Slurma (Uttar Bradesh); I  appreciate tihe seutimanta 
of the learned mover of this Ball, but I am sorry 1 have to submit that this 
is a very clumsy way of making laws. Tax evasion and black-marketing are 
o&enceg faliiug in two difierent categories and they cannot be placed together 
in a small Bill like this. Further on the penalty of death and transportation 
for life are punishmente provided for offences like murder, treason and so on. 
They are not punishments ordinarily to be provided for other offences, however 
drastic a punishment may be warranted. They are not preventive penalties; 
they are deterrent penalties, coupled with an element of revenge. For instance 
a murder takes place. There the suitable punishment is death sentence. So 
is the cose with treason, where there is an element of revenge of the nation 
against the accused. So death penalty and penalty of transportation for life 
are not to be easily considered and provided for offences like this.

Moreover there are other Acts like the Essential Supplies Act, the Income- 
Tax Act and the House Control Act, where suitable punishments cure provide 
ed for the offenders. The purpose of my hon. friend the Mover would be 
better served by bringing in suitable amendments in these Acts, That would 
be the right way of doing the thing. 1 do nojb think it is a proper way o| 
bringing in offences falling under (Afferent categories and club them together 
in a Bill like this.

My hon. friend Mr. Das levelled some criticism against lawyers. I would 
respectfully submit that law-making and law-interpreting is a science by itseW. 
The duty of the layman is to obey the Law and do his job well. I t  is not fu! 
him to indulge in matters which he does not understand. Otherwise society 
will not work properly.

[ M r . D e p u t y - S p e a k e r  in the Chair]
8hri Meeran (Madras): I rise to oppose this Bill, not because I  am in dis­

agreement with the Mover of the Bill as regards the objecti of it, but because 
I  am confident that it will not achieve the purpose for which it is sought to 
be brought. If today there ure black-marketeers, tax evaders and tax dodgers., 
it is becmuso we are not able to bring home t-he guilt of the accused in a court 
of law, not because the law as it stands today is not sufficiently strong or wide 
enough to punish the offenders.

Sir, as pointed out by my hon. friend the Deputy Speaker, already there 
are a number of statutory pmvisions for the punishment of the offenders, but 
the difficulty arises because of the fact that we are not able to prove tiie offence. 
For bringing home the guilt of the accused we require proof in a court of law 
and that is absoJutiely lacking, or is not forthcoming ordinarily in a case of 
this kind for various reasons. Therefore, the real cause for the prevalence or 
existence of these crimes going undetected or unpunished is due to the fad  
that we are not able to bring home the guilt to the accused and to prove satis­
factorily in a court of law that a man has committed an offence.

Supposing, for example, a man offendH a law with regard to control of 
prices—he charges more than what he is entlitled to and does not issue a receipt. 
The man who hug been over-charged must be prepared to go and give evidence 
in a court of law. So the wholr  ̂ trouble with regard to the existence of these 
blackmarketeers is due to the fact that we are not able to prove satisfactorily 
in a court of law and not because the law by itself as it stands today is not 
sufficiently strong enough to punish the offenders. •

Bq far us matters stand today, I do not think there is any use blaming the 
lawyers or anybody else for not bringing these offender^ to book. The lawyers 
come in only at a late stage. But in most of these cases, the prosecution faib 
for want of evidence. So, if at all anybody is sincere in putting dpwn black- 
marketing and tax evasion, he must make it easy for the prosecution to bring
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home the guilt of the accused in a court of law. If I  can make a suggeetion 
at this stage, I would submit that, so long as the existing law makes the 
punishment of tihe man who offers a higher price than what is fixed as well as 
the man who takes the higher price offered alike* it is difficult to banish black- 
marketing. Otherwise the giver will not come forward to give evidence against 
the man who takes the higher price, Therefore the law must be changed and 
the giver of the higher price not made liable to prosecution. If this is done 
there will be more evidence forthcoming against the man who sells at a higher 
price and the prosecution will succeed in a court of law. I  do not think that 
enhanced punishment or death sentence is going to solve the problem.

In tihiB connection, as I  said once before, the lawyer does not come into 
the picture at all. I think my hon. friend Shri E% Das was entirely in the 
wrong when he said that the lawyers are responsible for the evasion of the law 
by the black-marketeers and tox-dodgers. They are not responsible for that. 
The lawyers are there only to see that the provisions of the law are enforced 
properly. With all his forensic skill, even an eminent lawyer cannot deceive 
the court consisting of eminent judges. The lawyers only try to place before 
the court the relevant provisions of the law. They are a part and parcel of the 
judicial system.

Shri B. Dm ; Does my hon. friend know tihat there are many lawyers who 
pocket 60 per cent, of the remission of income-tax and that 50 per cent, of 
the earnings is never shown in the income-tax assessment of such lawyers?

SOiitl Heeran: I am sorry I am not in the know of such things. But if my 
friend seems to know more about this sort of thing, I  would tell him lihat if 
be gets into the witness-box in a court of law, his testimony will be shattered 
In no time. With the materials available to him such tihings can be said here. 
Even irresponsible altatemente can bei made here. But he will not stand 
cross-examination for a minute in a court of law in the witness box if he says 
ihat the lawyers share 50 per cent, or 40 per cent. I t  is easy to make such 
irresponsible and sweeping statements here. There may be people who may 
be sharing in the manner suggested by my hon. friend. I do not know that. 
But to make a general statement and a sweeping statement that all lawyers 
share in the profiteering is, to say the least, not fair to the profession or to the 
House, because we are expected to make responsible statements here. I  do 
not want to go more into it. Why should lawyers come into the picture at all?

As I was saying, the prosecution in these cases fails because of lack of 
ftvidcTice. The lawyer comes into the picture only after the charge is framed. 
Of course the lawyer will point out that the evidence is not sufficient to con­
vict a person. I t  is a thing which anybody can do. In all societies the law 
/should be properly administered. The lawyer is there to see that the law as 
it stands is administered fairly, in the sense that a man is not convicted on in­
sufficient evidence. Now, even if a lawyer tries to deceive the court, the 
eminent judges will not be led into his trap.

Mr. Depnty-Spetkeir: I  think the controversy over lawyers need not be 
pursued.

8hrl KMraa: I  will come to the point. Sir. Therefore I would suggest 
that.........

Shrimati Ihiiiab*! (Madras): The remarks made by the hon. Member Mr. 
"n. Das are really sweeping. I think it would be better if the hon. Member 
Wmself dears the position. If the ton. Member is so much prejudiced against 
Mis professibn, why not he ban the profession of lawyers?
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Mr. Deputy-Speate: The hon. Member, Shri Meeran has already said 
the remarks made by Shri B. Daa are too sweeping, and irresponsible also.; 
I t  is not necessary to pursue the mattAer. We should not be quarrelling with 
any profession in this House.
• Shil Veeran: Therefore, as I  said, the question of the punishment is not 

the thing that matters. We are living in times when even for murders, death 
penalty has been abolished in certiain countries. There is agitation all over 
the world, and even here, that death sentence should not be given even to 
murderers, the blackest villains of society. And yet my friend is proposing 
that an ordinary man who charges a few pies more for an article should be put 
to death or transported for life. I t  is a very barbarous way of doing thizigB. 
We have long passed those days when people who stole h ^  their hands or 
fingers cut of! and people were asked to put their hands in burning oil for telling 
lies. We have passed those barbarous days. Now therefore this attempt to 
give death sentence for ordinary tax-dodgers is barbarous if not Draconian. 
The root of the remedy lies elsewhere and not in increasing the punishment.

Shri B. E. Ohaudhiixi: I consider that the object of this Bill is very good, 
in that it tries to emphasise the need for taking eiffective measures to rid the 
country of black-morket, corruption, etc. But I submit that the principle of it 
is entirely wrong. The author of the Bill imagines that by introducing death 
sentence he will be able to stop this kind of crime being perpetrated. That 
is entirely wrong. Death sentence never hag a deterrent effect. In all those 
-countries where death sentence has been abolished, iti has been found by com­
parison that there have been fewer murders, fewer homicides than in the 
neighboimng countries where death sentence is still in force.

Shri Bharati (Madras): Which are the countries?
Shri E, K. Ohaudhnri: If I get more time and opportunity I will be able to 

^ive the.........
Shri Bharati: But let us know the names of the countries.
Shri B. K. Ohaudliiiri: When I come to that particular question I  will be 

able to show that. In Europe—Ireland and Switzerland for instance where 
death punishment has been abolished,—homicides have become fewer than in 
the countries where death punishment is still in vogue.

Dr. De^mokh (Madhya Pradesh): Where is the guarantee that this is the 
only factor that< has produced this effect? There might have been many other 
factors also.

Shri B. K. haudhuri: In other countries where death sentence is in vogue 
the proportion of murders and other offences which bring in the sentence of 
death has been increasing. On the other hand, where this death sentence has 
been abolished, murder and other offences which involve deatii sentence liave 
diminished. That is a clear proof of the fact that death sentence has no deter­
rent effect at all. But, Sir, I  must say that my hon. friend is perfectly right 
in complaining through this piece of legislation that the measures which have 
been taken by the Government so far have failed, and therefore in a spirit of 
desperation he has come forward with this Bill. My hon. friend Mr. Das said 
that the author of this Bill is an apostle of non-violence. But I would only 
iike to point out that if this Bill had been in operation three^ months earlier 
when the sugar muddle wag in its active stage, then half the* population of 
India would have had to meet their deat<h in gallows. There is no doubt alK>ul 
that fact, because there are very few persons amongjst traders, who sold sugar 
or very few persons who used sugar did not commit blackmaz^eting.

Dr. Deshmukh: In that case, this House would have ceased to ezisi.
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Sliri Doibbandliu Onpte (Delhi);. That would have solved the food problem.
Shli B. K* OlUtlidllUTi: That would have solved the food problem to some 

extent, but that would not have increased the production of sugar either
Sir, I do not exactly understand what my hon. friend means by “ gain in 

buying” things. Does he, by this Bill want that those who buy sugar or any 
0 ^ ^  commodity at a higher price will also be liable to the same penalty? Or 
does he mean that this will not come under the meaning of the word “ gain" 
because the«e people are gaining nothing. They are only buying something 
which they need very much, and in order to save life, they buy the thing at a 
higher price because it is not available at a lower price. So in order to save 
himself or his cliild or his family, he buys the thing. In that case, does he gain 
something?

An Ebii. Hember: He gains his life.
SeUi Govlnd Das (Madhya Pradesh): I t  is also a gain.
Shri H. K. Ohaudtauri: That means that he wants everybody to die and those 

wEo do not die, they make a profit by living. Is that the meaning which is 
underlying this Bill?

WelU Sir, I have seen about this black-marketing business that there is nou a 
single man in India who does not complain of black-marketing. I have a|Po 
found that those who are suspected of black-marketing are more enthusiastic 
about this kind of thing and they say that such and such sentence is absolutely 
necessary in order to stop black-marketing. You may go acywhere in India 
but you will never find anybody who is supporting block-marketing. But I  waniJ 
to be an exception. I would very much support the cause of black-marketmg 
under the present context of things, because the supply has been so poor, tbe 
®uppty has been so ineffective that black-marketeers, I  must say, in some 
instances, have been found to be saviours of life.

Shpl Bliarati: Perfectly right.
Bhri E. K. Ohaadliiirl: For instance, my child is suffering from fever, i 

nave t6 give him rice diet because he is used to rice diet. Go to any ration 
shop, the rice you get is actiuaJly not rice; it is so full of husk, full of stones and 
It gives such a bad odour that you cannot trust to give it to the patient, in  
Bucn a case, you cannot get better quality of rice from an apothecary g shop 
or any otlher place, and A e doctor advises you to give him good rice as his diet. 
How are you going to get over the difficulty? Where will you be? Are you 
prepared to lose your son or daughter or any other near relative, or will you get 
rice from the black-market? Tho black-market comes very handy at that time.

Sbrlmatl Durgabai: I& it good?
Shri &. K. (Hiaudliuri: In many instances you get tiie thing you want. 

The thing is, you have not got the machinery by which to moke commodities 
available to the people, to make the necessary commodities available to each 
and every one, even to patients. Go to any hospital, you will find thati the rice 
there is not good, not in ordinary instances. If you go to a Minister's table, 
you may get better rice, occasionally you may get it there, for the black- 
marketieer or shop-keeper is a very ingenious fellow. He knows what to supply 
and to whom. Half of our hon. Ministers would have been suffering from ill­
ness if they had been supplied the same quality of rice as everyone else. They 
would either not have been aliv« or would not be in a condition to render service 
to tlie country if th© peraons who sell these things had sold them impartially.

Bbxi S ttum intliilyE  (ICjraore): Does this remark apply to the hon.
gentleman also? ‘



Mx. Depnty-Speilcor: Is the hon. Member supposed to be ill now?
?hri B. lE. dundhm i: As I said, I want to be an exception and I say black- 

mMJcetews are not as a rule bad men, because they have ocane into ^ stenoa  
out of this control system. They would not have been there if the control 
syswm had not been there. They have come into existence out of the control 
flystem. ’

8hrl ShArati: Perfectly correct.
8hri X. OliMdlliiri: And even they who want to make profit, they are at 

tunes, good and give things to needy persons so that Uves may be saved. To 
this Government have paid no attention. Government have not taken 
measure to see that everybody gets what he wants. If Government had done 
that then blackmarketeers would not have been there.

Shrimati IKurgabai: Will the hon. Member guarantee good supplies at con- 
‘trolled prices if controls are removed?

Shri R. K. (Siaudliuri: There may, of course, be for a time an increase in
prices, but this will afterwards adjust itself and then we shall get things. The 
same quantity of food is there. If the quantity of food increases, then you get 
more and if there is a decrease, then you get less. If there ig no control, and 
if ordinary tiade channels are allowed to oi>erBte, the profiteer may make a 
higher rate of profit than he is actually making now. They are making lower 
rates of profit now. If controls are removed, after a short time, you will get 
things at: better prices. Now, what is happening? Tney are selling at low 
prices to some persons, at the controlled prices to some persons and some things 
are kf'D^ back  for which they are getting higher prices. On the %vhole their 
profit is the same or less than what it would have been  if the control syst^em had 
not been  there.

Shximati IKirgabai: W hy w'ere \o u  d riven  to  tlie necessity  of impc>sing 
c o n tro ls ?

Slirl R. K. Ohaudhuri; I cannot go in to  th a t  now. In 1043 the Government 
wanted a set of j)00]>le who would help  them in war. T hey  wank'd to give 
rations to those who were working in th e  Milit^m- Dey)ari,ment and other 
workers who were worldng in their factories. Therefore they w an ted  the contiol 
system in order to take away food from tlie ordinary  ̂ people and give that to 
their workers during the w’ar. Now such necessity does not exist. In fact 
after the war, the control should have automatically disappeared. I  do not 
know w hy it is continuing. I believe IVof. Shah will at r̂ee with m e and will 
agree to withdraw  ̂ this Bill forthwith if Government can give assurance that 
tĥ  ̂ cont -ol will he done away with W'ithin a reasonable time.

Shri Hannmanthaiya: We ought to be really gn\teful to Prof. 6hah for having 
brought this Bill. It is not that ite  rest of the House is not in agreement 
with him. Even the Finance Minister who spoke for the Government was in 
agreement with the principles of the Bill. The difficulty is now not so much 
in regard to our attitude towards blackmarketeers and ta-x-dodgers, as it is one 
of effectively booking them and stopping the evil. It is a question of our ad- 
mtniatrative machinery being equal to the task. As Prof. Shah said before we 
became independent, we were crying hoarse against blackmarke/^ and corruption. 
Of course, those leaders who have assumed responsibility for the administration, 
at any rate, have stopped that cry but the rest of Ug are continuing that cry. 
For t ie  last 2^ years we have been running the Qovemment and we have not 
stopped blackmarketing and corruption. As was pointed out by my hon. 
friend from Asaam, the reaaon reaUy is the existence of theae controls. As 
long a« there are controls, there are bound to be blackmarketeers. To the re­
moval of controls the Government does not agree and many f̂cher people also
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do not agree. They agree thati once ooniirols are removed, prices would go 
high, articles would be hoarded and consequently there will be hunger^ 
starvation and deaths.

I would ask the Finance Minister whether he would not agree with my 
reasoning. There was the question of nationalization of industries. The Deputy 
Prime Minister once said that as Government has not got either the personnel 
nor machinery to nationalise industries and run them efficiently, they cannot 
uudertake it. Let me argue likewise. For two years we have not been able 
to put down blackmarketing. Have we not then failed in running the system 
of controls? li' we failed to nationalise industries because of want of machinery 
and personnel required, it equally follows that we have utterly failed in running 
thib system of controls honestly and efficiently. Let us admit tliis guilt and 
remove the controls. Nn doubt there will be some trouble; but we have tto faca 
it. Ultimately there will come a time when things will come to normalcy. 
Meanwhile Government must make up its mind to deal mercilessly with those 
people who cause the present) situation. The trouble vrith the present Gov­
ernments—whether at the Centre or in the States—is they have not been able 
to look at the blackmarketeers with strict abhorrence. They are almost hob­
nobbing with tiliem. Out of the 1365 cases brought before the Investigation 
Commission, how many are top industrialists, I would like to know from the 
Finance Minister. He was telling us that we must adopt measures to mate 
them socially odius in the eyes of the society. How many of these people 
whose cases are pending before the Commission are high up in Government'^ 
favour? How many of them are in Commissions or Committees? How many 
of them are giving parties to the various Ministers and Government officials? 
How many of them are moving on terms of equality with the biggest of our 
politicians and administrators? Have we really shown the way in which we 
must treat them so as to make their profession a disgrace in the eyes of the 
public? Wi3 havti not done that. On the other hand the biggest black-market- 
eers are the people in high favour with the Governments. I t  is alleged that 
they have their representatives even in the Cabineti. This is the psychology 
which the Government is not prepared to face. They, no doubt, want to deal 
with the smaller fry, depriving them of some memberships of small Committees, 
Justiceships of the Peace and things of that kind whereas they connive at bosses 
of the blnckmarket. Take the sugar magnates. Tbf'?^ are the people who are 
high up in Government favour. If we really want to stop blaekmMfketing, many 
of these people should not be allowed to be your friends. Many speakers were 
discussing the legal difficulties, the difficulties of proof, tihe delay that is in- 
vclvecl in the trial of offenders against law. This judicial system which you 
have been following and which you have borrowed ^ m  England not suited 
to our social conditions.

8hri rB. X>ts: This is my point also.

Shri HanuminthalyA: The system is making the people the best dodgers of 
truth. I  have seen many a witiness who will be prepared to say the truth out­
side the Court precincts, adopting, as soon as he steps into the Court, a diflerenH 
attitude and having no compunction to tell lies. The courts of law in India 
have become battlegmunds of witts. There it is not a question of justice being 
done or rendered. Having seen that this judicial system is encouraging liiis 
psychology of falsehood, and is not able to bring o ^ ^ e r a  to book spe^ily and 
effectively, we ought to wake up and see if we cannot reform this system so as 
to make people behave well. Unless we reform this judicial system in a way 
that will make truth triumph, we will not be able to book blackmarketeers or 
put down ooiTuption.
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In his Bill Rrof. Shah may not have included all the provisions necefis^ 
to brmg the offenders to book. But the Finance Minister who proposes to bring 
measures to deal with the tax-dodgers as well as blackmarketeers, must pay a 
good deal of thought as to how best to bring the offenders to book. The usual 
course of trial that we are now following does not answer the purpose.

If we depend upon it, whatever the law you frame, it will not be able to 
fulfil the expectations of this House. We must devise some summary method® 
to deal with this abnormal and unprecedented situation. Unless we are able 
to tighten up the procedure, even if it works hardship in some cases, we will 
not be able to mend matters. I would urge upon the hon. the Finance Minister 
to deviate somewhat from the ordinary, usual course of trial and devise means 
to deal with these cases effectively and speedily. Of course, there is the 
famous saying that it is far better to let off ten criminals than to punish one 
innocent man. This originated in a different set of circumstances and under 
different social conditions in England. In those days the King was very des­
potic, They used to punish people arbitrarily. Therefore this judicial principle 
was evolved that everybody must be presumed to be innocent unless he is 
proved tiO be guilty. But here is a situation, as my hon. friend from Assam, 
Mr. 11. K. Chaudhuri, was elaborating, blackmarketeers have become almost 
haJf of th:̂  population. How can you apply that legal maxim here? When­
ever there is a blackmarketing case, we must begin with the presumption that 
the man is guilty, and i(J is the accused who should prove his innocence.

Then, there is the question of Government machinery. Maliatma Gandhi 
aimed at changing the system of administration during the last quarter of a 
century. If the ideal of independence attracted us, itj is not so much because 
we were enamoured of a few people at the top being replaced by our leaders, 
but it wus because we wanted to have a change of system. In r »gard to this 
matter we must admit thati we have failed woefully. We are carrying on the 
same old system of administration. What is more we are giving it an added 
prestige. We must see to it that a change of system is effect^. I t  will be very 
easy to ask how to effect it. That is the question of questions. If, as Prof. 
Shah, wanted, o Select Committee is appointed, they can go into the question. 
I t  is not very easy to suggest alternative methods. I would even urge that the 
Govemmenti should appoint a Commission, if necessary, to examine thig question, 
as also the question of devising a judicial system which will be in accord with 
our social conditions and which would consequently be able to put down many 
of these evils. We should effect a change in the system of administration which 
will maJce it more efficient and truthful, so that our people may have happier 
conditions to live in.

The House adjovmed for Lunch till Half Past Two of the Clock,

The House re^assetnhled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the Clock.

[M r . D eputy-Speakbe in the Chair.]
Dr. Dedunukh: I have no doubt that many Members of thin House sympa­

thise and would even like to support in principle the measure that has been 
brought forward by my hon. friend Prof. Shah. The importance of tihe subject 
has already been explained by many hon. Members of this House and there 
no doubt whatever that every one here is concerned with the subject matter oi 
the Bill. My hon. friend Mr. Bohini Kumar Chaudhuri has also stated the view 
that there is hardly anybody who likes blackmarketing or profiteering. Every­
body condemns it and yet many indulge in it. Therefore, I  think it is corre^ 
to say that the House hag been given by Prof. Shah a splendid opportnmity of 
expressing itself and bringing to the notice of Government the urgency of taoU- 
ing tiiis problem. Whether it is this Bill by means of which it will be possible 
to do so is a serious question that could be asked and I  shall deal with it a little
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later. But tfce faet of the matter iB that thia question is not being tadded in 
the way it should be and with all the earnestness that the question demands. I t  
is from ttiat point of view that 1 would like to invite tte  attention of Govern­
ment howeve** thin the Treasury' Benches may be and however in attentive the 
hon. Finance Minister, who is the sole representative of the Cabinet under the 
present circumstances here, may be. {Hear, hear).

The‘general grievance of the people in India is that blackmarketing is not 
being seriously tackled, that although verbal coudemna;tion8 are made artd 
threats administiered, nothing serious is even being attempted. So far as tax 
evasion also is concerned, the measures adopted by Government are half-hearted 
and the results achieved are absolutely disproportionate to the exiyent to which 
the evil is rampant. From these points of view, I tihink my hon. friend Prof. 
Shah has oblig^ this House and the country by bringing in this Bill before the 
House and giving us an opportunity of impressing upon Government the 'irgency 
of tackling the issue. Unless this question is rightly tackled, the situation not 
likely to be different from what it is. Of course, there are two sides to the 
question and I fully realise that the black-marketei cannot be blamed iilone 
because there are people who are prepared to go to them at the slightest possible 
excuse. So far as tax evasion is concerned, the evil is not necessarily confined 
to the so-called capitalists. It' is an evil of which many professions and many 
other people would probably be found as guilty as the so-called capitalists. But. 
none-the-less, for the betterment of our nation and for the improvement of our 
degraded morals, it is very necessary thati something should be attempted by 
(iovemment. Although, in my opinion, the assurance given by the hon. Finance 
Minister was not so square and genuine as it should have been, I think it is 
very necessary that there should be no quarter given to blackmarketinq, pro­
fiteering or tax evasion in any way. If Prof. Shah’s Bill gvOes too far, if it< does 
not properly distinguish between one case and another and if it is of a sweeping 
nature, if there are no definitions and criteria laid down, even so, T would like 
lhat some legislation or some other means ought to be found by which we would 
be able to stop tihese practices. I have heard that our Chief Minister from 
Jammu and Kashmir has had an easy remedy to stop all these things. I do not 
Itnow how far effective it has actually been. The reports that I have hoard might 
be correct or might be incorrect. I  was told that by tihe simple process of flog- 
jiring half n dozen black-rn.arlveteers, he has been able to exercise effective control 
over blackmarketing in his State.

Shri Tyagi (Uttar Pradesh): Do you think the process is simple?
Dr. l>68hmilkh: The process may be coinp licatod ; but we are tackling so 

ma)iy eomplicatwl pi*oblems here that I do not think an iittempt in this direction 
is not wortli making. Som e hon. Mt;mbers were sorry to find that we are re­
turning to barbaric days in inflicting such heavy punishments for stich offences. 
J personally think, Sir, if wo want civilisation to sunive, some kind of barbarism 
may have tc be tolerated; because the barbarism out of w’hich blackmarketiniT 
and t̂ ax evasion sj)reads is of a graver, worse and more condemnable nature than 
the punishment that has been suggested by Prof. Shah. From that point of 
view, 1 Bee no reason why there should not be a very exemplars^ punishment in­
flicted on these people who have made it their business day in and day out to 
indulge in these anti-social activities.

Of course, if we accept this Bill it is, there will be grave difficulties. If 
we analyse the clauses in the Bill, it will have to be admitted that this Pill in 
the shape in which it has been put by Prof. Shah, is not wortliy of befaig «ent 
to the Selec .̂ Committee. From that point of view, j  am afraid I cannot 
sup{>ort the proposal. Sir, I  also doubt the e^oacy of niere It^gislation. I  
fully agree that< by merely making the law, we would not be able to remove the
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-evil. We have got so many laws which are honoured more in their breach than 
in their observance. There are so many Ordinances, Buies and Eegulationa 
and other things and because of the inefficiency of the present administration, 

'«o many evils are rampant which, ordinarily, there should not be. I for cue 
cannot 6ee the wisdom of merely puttdng some penaJ clauses in a Bill and 

/passing it in this House and then leaving it absolutely unattended. Experience 
-^0 far as the working of the Police Departments and the administration of law 
and order are concerned show that (<here is a sort of apathy not only on the 
part of the polic>e only, but of the public al6o and if the signs continue what 
they are it will probably be our sad experience that in a short time crime in 
India will be much more rampant than it has been. There is no fun in merely 
increasing the penal laws in the land. What is wanted is more effective con­
trol and a more prudent administration. I t is from that point of view that I  
do not find myself in agreement with Prof. Shah that this Bill need be pushed 
through and passed by this House. If tthe Bill were to b^ passed it w’ould have 
to be completely i^modelled. We will have to define, in the first instance 
what blackmarketing is, what excess price is and the various other terms 
used,. They will have to be defined with great care and caution. Prof. Shah 
not being a lawyer and pi’obably not! getting any legal assistance free of charge, 
was not able to bring before the House a more carefully thought-out and care­
fully worded Bill.

An Hon. H ^ b e r :  The Select Committee will do that.
Or. Dedimttkh: I am not prepared to blame him. Probably if he approached 

the Legislative Department they mightf be able to frame a proper Bill and give 
it to him. If he js obliged to that extent by the Law Ministry he would be 
able to substitute his drastic Bill, where the death punishment will be awarded 
to a man who will sell a match box for one anna as also to a man who will malwi 
lakhs of rupees by mixing white oil with something else and selling it as exor- 

'^bitant prices by a better one. This is too sweeping a measure and the Bill as 
framed, I regret to say, is not one which can be sent to the Select Committee. 
Bui I would very much like that the House should have «n op|)ortunity of 
considering a more effective measure iuid also to decide ^̂ 'h!lt punishment should 
be awarded for what particular offence.

There has been a prolonged discussion on the subject and I do not wish to 
take more of the time of the House. 1 accept the principle that reniedies must 
be thought out if this administration would like to have some credit for the 
improvement of the morals of the people and from that point of view the Cabinel 
ought to exercise its mind to a greater extent than it has done go far. People 
are getting somewhat despondent and even suspecting the motives of Govern­
ment. One of the hon. Members of this House openly alleged that the Oabinet 
works on the advice of people who live and thrive by blackmarketing, that 
mostly their f. lvisers nre contined to such people, and that they have often been 
Attending and accepting parties tilong >vith Members of thig House—parties 
given by persons who are known for such methods of their livelihood and wayH 
of buflinesfl. If Government wishes to care for public opinion I think it is high 
time they really shook off their present sluggishness and carne fonvard with 
some measures by which it will be possible t«o put an end to both these evils.

So far as tax evasion is concerned it is a common complaint that efforts are 
t)elng made to arrive at some cx)mpromises. This is the worst thincf tliat can 
be nttempt-ed in this sphere. Not only do I complain but people who are capita­
lists have said that? if you sugg^t these compromisrs, giving these people 
certain conctssions in the hope and with the object of obtaining some payments, 
•where is the incentive for a man who honestly pays his tax. You are penalis­
ing honesty by trying to compromise with one whom you are not in a |»osition 

’̂ or various reasons to catch hold of and after catching you are njclined to let



[Dr. DoshmukhJ
him off with a compromise. From this point of view also I  would like very 
strongly to urge tiiat this Bill should be altered. If we are really serious abouft 
tax evasion being checked, we must deal severely wherever the offence is detect­
ed. There is no use trying to compromise with such people, for then it would 
be in Mahatmaji’s words ‘tainted money’. The less we get such money the better 
it would be. "

Seth Govind Daa: I beg to move.
“That the qnention be put.”

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: The question is:
“That the queation b© put.”

The motion was negatived,

Shrl D. D. Pant (Uttar Pradesh); We are all in this' House very much oblig­
ed to Prof, Shah for bringing this Bill, because it has succeeded in drawing the 
pointed attention of the Government to the necessity of taking measures tio put 
down black*marketing and tax evasion. My submission is that bringing in such 
Bills and merely enacting penal laws will not put down these evils. We must 
go to the very root of the problem and I hope when the learned Finance Minister 
draws up his Bill he will take these things into his consideration. After all by 
killing a few mosquitoes that we happen to catch, when they are biting us, 
we cannot exterminate their brood. We have to exterminate the conditions- 
which breed these mosquitoes. So long as dirty ponds exist the mosquitoes 
will breed. So long as the present conditions of our society remained there will 
always be black-marketeers.

The other day the Finance Minister said that he had made certain conces­
sions in favour of industtrialists, whereby he hoped that they will invest mora 
money in industries. But does the Finance Minister seriously believe that there 
are any industrialists in India? If there were I would have certainly gone to 
support them to the farthest extent'. But what we have got in India are money- 
grabbers and not industrialists. If there were industrialists like Ford or those 
people who have in foreign countries produced plenty and have even succeeded 
in supplying motor cars to their labourers, we would have supported them by 
all means. But in India capitalism is in a degenerated form. I am not against 
capitalism where it is genuine. For instance, in England and America 
oapitalism has achieved a lot of wealth and many other ^ings. But so far as 
we are concerned there are no capitalists hi India: there are only money-grabbera 
and when the question of grabbing money comes, everybody wants to S^ab as 
much as he can.

The Finance Minister the other day, while referring to me, said that he did 
not know what I  was doing when I was not legislating in this House. I  may 
tell him that I am a lawyer and in this profession every lawyer, so far as the 
natural law of demand and supply freely operates, would charge as much fees 
as he could from his clients. That is money grabbing. Even a handsome girl 
would not like to marry a poor man even if he possessed good health and good 
looks. She will go in for the rich man’s son even if he is ugly to look at. That 
is black-marketing in beauty. This black-marketing is on account of the condi­
tions that make black-marketing possible. So long as you have those conditions, 
so long &s you honour moneyed people, so long as you visit the house of moneyed 
people and so long as you seek the advice of moneyed people everylK)dy would 
like to grab as much money as he could. The root cause of it all is the w o r^ p  
of money and unless this psychology is destroyed I say thali it is not possible 
to destroy hlack-marketing. For that you will have to evolve a cooperative
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coii^raonwealth where every able-bodied man will have to work to produce wealth 
for the sake of society. When you do that there will be so much wealth that 
nobody would indulge in biackmarketing, for things will be available in abund­
ance. If these capitalists are given power to control the air they will try black- 
marketing even in that and even for breathing the air they will charge black- 
market rates, if they are given the contracts for the supply of air. The baaio 
conditions should be corrected and unless we create a classless society it is not 
possible to stop this blackmarketing. For the time being if anybody talks of 
a classless society he is considered to be a Communist and it is said t ^ t  he has 
been inspired by Russia. My submission is that we want neither Capitalism 
n^r Communism. Let us bury both as deeply as we can. We want simple 
humanism as preached by Mahatma Gandhi, that man should hve like man and 
nou be exploited either in the name of society or for private well-being. That 
is what we want and that can only bo obtained when we have this classless 
society, when the Government ceases to encourage capitalists, to give proteo* 
tion to the industrialists who in the name of manufacturing things are merely 
assembling parts here and raising the prices of things that can be cheaply im­
ported from outside. We have nc enmity with America or with the industrialistB 
of any country. If they can manufacture a thing better and supply it to us 
cheaper, we will certainly have it from them. And we would supply to them 
those things that we can "create better than others. India is rich in the domain 
o{ art. We can supply to the foreigners whattever we can give them at a cheap 
rate and they will be ready to exchange their goods with ours. But the principle 
is this that so long as you borrow the system of capitalism—because the British 
people make money or develop their industries by the institution of money 
you also imitate and ape them—you cannot achieve this thing. I think what 
Hinduism was in the field of religion, capitalism represents in economics* 
Hinduism was genuine in India, up till now it has lived. England lives on 
capitalism and Russia on Communism because they are indigenous to those 
countries. Jjei* us have a form of humanism as propagated by Mahatma Gandhi 
in this country. So long as it is not done the result of all your ways and means 
and the enactment of these penal laws will only be that the poor people will 
be harassed and the rich people always get out of your hands. I know from 
my personal experience as a lawyer that many people who committed murders 
were let off from the gallows as they were able to engage intelligent lawyers 
or bribe the prosecution witnesses. 8 0 , it is not possible to catch hold of these 
big bugs, '^ ^ a t we will do will be only to harass the poor people who are 
indulging in blackmarketfing because they have no other profession. They have 
nothing else to do and they have to keep their body and soul together. By 
selling a matoh box for one anna, if they can sell ten match boxeq and make five 
annas, that is just enough to keep them alive. The police will catch hold of
these people and send them (b jail. But where the rich people are conoomed
they cannot catch hold of them, because the whole thing is controlled at pre­
sent by money, and money is in the hands of the rich people. They can 
corrupt any official. Every lock ha^ a golden key to it. Everybody can be 
purch^ised so long as the temptation is there. They will put forward any tempta^ 
tion. The learned professor is trying to save humanity from the black- 
marketeers. My submission is that these penal laws will only harass these poor 
people whom he wants to save, and the big bugs will get off freely. Who 
does not know that they made tons of money during and after the
war? On the one hand they were subscribing to the purse of rfanatmn
Gandhi and on the other they were freely black-marketing. Every­
body knows that. It is within the knowledge of all. Otherwise how have
they grovm rich within such a short time. Like the wolf that has
tasted blood they want to follow the same path by provoking another
war and make cheap money. They cannot be controlled in this way.
I  hope that the Finance Minister would try to change the structure of the
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[Shri D. D. Pant]
Bociety in Buoh a manner that money ceases to confer any distinction and only 
real hard and honest work does, and that instead of visiting the rich and enjoying 
their parties tJie members of Government would visit the poor and share 
the simple mealB of the poor but honest people. When tiiey confer that dis­
tinction on them and when the rich know that the poor man also can exercise 
inHuence over the State, then the temptation of money will go away and in this 
way we will be able ik> control blackmarketing. The Finance Minister is a very 
intelligent man and if he wants he has got the power in his hands and by one 
«troke of pen he can change the structure of the society. If he had tried to make 
his Budget in a very different way, as I still believe he could, I think he could 
chnnge it. is a student* of economics. So, fortunately, 1 have also been. 
I have read under a distinj^uishefl professor of economics, Jevens. I
took my post-graduate degree under him. He wanted me to join the University, 
but in order to h îve freedom I took to the profession of law. Sir, if he wants 
ha can do it and J hope he will try to root out the basic causes ol' blackmarketing 
and of evasion of Income-tax, that is, he will see that those people who pile up 
money by blackmarketing are treated as a disgrace to society. Nobody should 
respect them and they are treated social lepers. I hope he will gradually 
come to believe what Proudhon said, “ That property is theft and that all pro­
perty owners are robbers.’’ Then they will tremble in their shoes and they 
will not indulge in blackmfirketing and will really respect honesf  ̂ labour.

^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  t  I

^ ^ I I  ̂ ^  ^  ̂ TVcTT,

f  I ^ ^  w m K ^ ^  ^  ^  ^

qft ^  ^  sfk f  i arnr #
^  (incomo-tax) (House)
^  ^  «ft, TO ffTirr «rr Pr ^ 5  t̂^rrflr f f  t  ark

1 arrr
T̂? 3TW?: ^ Pf ^  (slate) %

3 n r^  2FT ^  I TO n̂=RT ^  ^  ^rqj
^  ^  i m  ^  ^  ^  to% jfr?rrT i  i

^ 3TT̂ f , ̂  ̂ T?T ̂ PT'JT ^  t  (Tax dodgers)
^  ^  ^ rrf^  ?, 3fk arwrft ^  ^rf^^rr ^  f  Prr

^  ^  ^  ^  3̂TPm 1 ^  ^  ^  ^  tt«? %
n  IT? ^  ?> i  farr t o
^  ^rft^ 3 f^  ^  13rrq^ zm im  Pf
(Prime Minister) (Amorica) m, TO% fw ^  ^

(All India Radio ) % ^rm ^TWI^ (broadcast) Prrqi 
^  I TO ^  ^  ^n^rRrv^r ^  1 t o  ^

afb* ^  fv ift wt*r sm r p r ^ 5  f , r̂, ^  ^  f ,
TO% 3Tf^:W T j r ^  ^  f ^ r

jprr ^  aftr 'Terr ? eft (governmant)



351% ^  ?nff fTT ^  ^  a(»T % sm r ^  ?r^i%f%5T
t  ^  ^  Tt 5Pnr»T *rtt# >t̂  amr « c r# ^  ftrfirwO

(Finance Ministry) ?[?r trt ^  ^  5iR>t ft> f̂t 3TRrr TTrT»T
^  ^  ^  «i«if «f!T 5mr ^ssrar arw t ^  vtftrer Jrff ftr«% ?ft»T
sErsnfT ^  arft^y tt ^ r^ a n rv  fl%  r̂ ^ afk 5»n^ aft
f3fT 3ft t̂JTrtV ’̂ ' t ^  ^  ' ê̂ TTT ^  ^WcIT I T̂PIT
l ^ r ^ % f 0 ’Ti^TT?r^fT3riTT*T5¥tff?nF<rT^!^,^^?^(rules) ^

fswpftft*fl'3ftT^JWn:*|ftaTrT%^5rf
3fV^ Frfk”n w  "TT ^  <T|SRft I if ' ^ H H d l f  PF W  S ’fflT  f t m v f  T̂ W*T ^

I a m ftam ^ m ^ i^ ^  ^ « m r w
vifhaw (In v e s tig a tio n  Com m iseion) ^ ?iwnn»r?ft5T « i ^  ^  %fe«ft yf t^^sspr 
( ta x a tio n )  % JTlnr Tsrtff «ft <raT 55nm i ^tftsr m K  
(M in iste r o f  F in a n c e  ) % if? ^  s t r  ftf ft??PTT fPTirr ^  f w  ?ft
5TPre 5?T̂  % <n1*w Tin? ^  5?^ «rar «pir sftr
infhPT tt: ^  arm ^  ^ f j r a ’s r o w m ^
%3rf^anft5nF Htt >

?ftT 5 ^
3ft'<lTr5fr5T«P?iTi;?|fr f ^ iw i

*f It  3RT fcrr ’HIT ^ *PT^ WTT ^  P̂PTT sft^ 3FRIT ^  HPT
I 'Tf<«ii*< «PTT jsTT I ?nR w rr  5»r  ^  Ppjtt sfk

5«T5r l5i f f  T?: 1 w  ?rm iiT 3to wrer w it , ji? vf>n |  ^  ft^rnr, f w p r  w  
WT ’fiT ^#1 3TPT *P 3TTOT ST^ ^  *T$ f  WTT ^  STT̂ ÎI, f̂ RI^
%%^(caKe8) ^ f iT  I  ?r? sTrâ r, %f*F?r w  ^nnr ?nr ^  3ft t  amrrc 
TT frt w m r «Tf »iT ftr 3R% ift ^  Pr<Rirsiw (rfl^ ^  a u ^  i
^ tnmrar ^ It  3HR ^  5(T̂  T?: ^  % f^niK aftt strt v t
vtf?Rr f̂ rar d<,̂  5*^ ^  ^vnr wt*ft *Ft "̂t f* r^  ^  r̂f ^tpt 

^  <T 3t\t ^  % ^nff WHY >ft #, ?Rr ftr <r^4t?»i ^  «r̂  jtr
^  ^  enTRR f w , chtkr ^  ^  9f?*fr i3:*p % ?«n''T
45T ^  513  ̂^  3HT  ̂5̂ ^  «|fV ^Ril< ^  % 5PT ^  f̂f7 ?t ?ft f5T Wt«ff *l>t
^  em  ^  5rt 3̂̂  ^  ^  ^  ?sT*r 1 ?w ̂  ^  JT̂ Rjrt nitft' artr 
«rf%n % * n ^  (M em bers o f th e  W orking  C om m ittee)
<^,f3PT%3ni^ (o rd ers)  ^r^f%n <̂, fiprtr a n t^ t
( i a /^ t  c h a r g e )  ^  IT ^  srrsT 3E% s f tW r '3 [ T f iW t'9 W K

% ' l ^ ' f  TK «f afhc *T5 ^  *^T%  ̂ft> ?»T 55R5J (lo y a l se rvan ts)jj w  
?»TTTT TTW ^  t fy w  ^  9TTTT % ^  gvr 1>t | ,  gsT sWf

^  9*TIT ^  #  ?Ti5 ^  *1? t '  ^  ̂*T'T
«f. ^  ^  srwT aftr ftJiT 3fR ark ^  Jif arw r Rot ft* arw ^  ?nr #  t t t -  
TTsr ^  ^  13PK ?»T Ji? ^  ?f', afk >ft Tar t  3̂  «rra
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$irrw*'tj ^prr]

^  F̂Rf*T ^  ̂  ^rnr ^  ^  fim, ?ft w r vn^r ̂  f  *r
^  % TO ^  ^  % Ppft ^  ^  ^  ^  «RT
jsfT «rr ftr irf ?t amfiRf ^ tw  ^  5r̂ R̂ ?ti!TT «tt, wrtt # r̂w 
^  TOft ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  5 n r^  ?t $ i ^ b ^ t -
fPTT ^ fv ^  J ^ ^  ^  r̂rfV̂ TFT ^  f^^[
i  I qrTy^K ^ f w  i r r ^  q f ^  ^  51T ^r Pr^«r ^

i5Tfw m r ^  1 ft, atmr % ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^Rm \
T̂V 5^^^ ^  VtfifRT ^  I Pfj'T'Tr J 3fF ^  T̂T̂ ’̂̂ P̂ r
^  IA tf̂ JHcii f  Pr srrsr ^  ^  v tf^  w tt f't ^awr ^ Pf 3T  ̂ % ^  w rr  ^7^ 
pTwqr ^  f  aftr snr̂ r ^  ^  ^  ^  ftr 5̂T

(Industry) ^ ^ ^ n r r f  i3 ft? :frrn r wttjt 
?15TT sftT p r  ^  ?F^ 5ft 5T VTI^ WTT ^  % T̂PT 3TRfr arfr^
^ 5ft 3TR ^  ^  Jw  ̂  fR" ^  ^ I ^  ̂  ̂  t  fV ^  ̂  ̂  wr
^ T T ^ W ;  sftr fii)^ «r̂ 41f ^ ^5^t ^  I 3̂T̂  (share
markets) ^  q?t w  i yr qf<q(TH t  fr grnr firPr^ yf
^  [ sr̂ ftVT ^ ^  ^  T̂î  '̂ 1̂ 1, ^ ^Trrornff ^  '̂Ocii ^ ^ ^
if ^  ^  T?T «TT 3TT̂  3̂RRT ^  ^  STR ^  3HK
ĵT|5f ftrf̂ nFCT F̂t #’ 5® »  ^  r̂ar Pr anft ^  ^

(Banks ) f, 5̂  (Black) ^  m Ĵ ^  f  afN: ^  tc
^  ̂  I »̂TVT ^  f̂ TT 5 • ^ I 9tftT

»T ^  ^  ^  ^ 5 ^  ^TT% 5  I q i t^ q  fW R T  ’5TPf^ ( Vicious
circle) 1 ^  =3rrpr  ̂ 3f̂
3TT n̂rr5 ^  ^  ma\^ ^ ^ ^  \33ft sftr îWt r̂ srft^ %
3iŵ?TV (Morals) ^  ^  +)(9ri 3ftr 3 ^  ^  ^ t̂  ̂%

PfT f̂ RRT ^qr 'to ^ ^  ^  ^  ^
^  ^  iiM'MI Pt«ttw«ii^ ^  p R ^  I s f t r  yX^nX ®Ft STPT TT ^ W

^  ^  ^  I ^  t  fsRRT WTT ^  T5?^feii-^PT V f i r ^  IR T  ^

5TOT % ^  ®F̂  3rf^  ̂ ^  n̂P% 5 I ®FPĴ  *TT 3RTT
fVlT, t  I ^ W *1̂  îftRT ^  felT t  I 3rr5T ^

w n ^ ^ q r ? T T |^ ^ ^ ^ q ? T | t  1 ^  % ^rr^ f̂ nr# 
(Programmes) ^ ^  «ft ^  ^  ^  ^ ^  t |  f, ^  (wel­
fare) %*FFT̂  ^  ^  ^  t  I ^  W qX ^  f3TT q̂̂TT PTV9T̂  ^
?ft p r r  5R^ I ?ft ^  r̂trtt ̂  ftr irNr v̂ fhr̂ r

^  5T ^  fip anir sm r ^  i \  15^  ^Ftf ^  ?r^ t
f̂HTT 5nr^ firf^fdi ^ni5  ̂•? anrttW r̂r?t €*pt ^  arit^ ^  ^  ^  strrt v t
TV VT iM^ VTT fvn T̂RiT 3ftr vtt f̂ nnT VTT̂  Bftr WTT vg[̂  *PT jĵ ror



>̂ pjT ?rt v t '<5  ̂’5?nT ^  «rT i ^  wrrar sfhfcvc ?r(i| ̂
^ p R T ^  #?IT It ??r a ? i r j * T R  VI^O ^  «K|r ^ #  f̂ ?RT
^  ft? anrt w  jjTsr ^  ^  arnr aAr »!rr<i^ 'ff^ ^rni ft> ift
*n^ (Black market) «i5t ^ siflf an  ̂f  ̂ ft f t ^  ̂  »rf (Definition)
4<d[f«iy ^  m ^  vWt ?; ?ft 5̂?r «ftf ^  aft f<r % fi
*wmf ^  firo^ qr t  arwTJft ^  %

t s m  ^r5»!n^Tf!n j f t f  JTR a r r r^ i jv
t*RFT (Penicillin injection) ^  arr  ̂ 3T¥tf % ferg ?r«,T ̂ «ttt t  
^  3(k ^  % ftwr T5 ^^fjf 5> ?ft TTf arrT ?rt vt 7^5 Pi>
f »  3rf^ !T ? JTT ^  #>Rr TC f«r% arfif fr> «»ftr̂ r̂  ?
^ ? f t f t f  ^ 3 P F « i T ^ ^  qrt wt?<rir̂ rtJTfT r̂ 1

^ ^ a r n r 'i f t f r w c r ^ ^ ’nftt <̂r̂ rr3rjRf<T3r#Tr«T5T̂ 5??r>g-(rfrf 3T«f it? 
5t»iT f^ 5*T wl»r *PT̂  I

^  afk t  aftr ^  ft> ?*! ^  4?fT qft
rTC fijnr^^^w T R ir^ w  1 ^ « r j r r j t r -  

^  t  =^55̂ ,̂ W t  ^ t  3Tf IT?
^  IvpRixf >15̂  ^ ^  ?)r fmf %■ ’jvC'it ^ afVc f̂f 3T»r? 3; qr wtn

<qW <P  ̂t' I smr (Source) k̂
3rf^ irhft T̂PT ^  @tCT 4VFRR V< (control) ĴRT'TT

11 ^  w>n|jT ftrff ire ftffirern: «̂:<b ift ^  wtt̂t
?!T ^  i  I firmly % ?rk <t̂  f̂t ^  (Vegetable Ghee In­
dustry ) ^  f t  % 5?rfW I 517̂) ^  wfP?ĵ i  ̂ t% !?iTw % îJTnn' sft*?5r«T
(Production) afR ^  M  5TJI?!T ^  arwr 11 >ft Wf^5T  ̂ftr ir? V?t5r 
âft*RT ^ Tt iT̂  fi% tft ^
|  I ?iTW ^  % #3ftif̂ ŷ «ft sr̂Tcrr t, vtf «ift»rff ŝrty:
^  spt ^  I wRfft ̂  ftf fare firr sft vt !Pt<TT 1̂17̂ t  ^  itV fcr
^^VRTfW sn^ (Economic price) «ft 1 ^  (Ground­
nut oil) w ^  (Rate) «n 1 !?̂ r% ^  inir ̂ ff»r fsrr 1 7t»g ervR
^ST?ft^3^#(RT^^5[?r3ft^’T ^^a>t>T«r I WT «TVff?
^minftfrCTT$R>R% ^7T4tfCT® (Raw material) ^ftffrtw^srtrsr^VTifft
t  aftr (Finished products) fft*RT ̂ r t t  ^ ?ft ^

i«n!tfrw?TfrRrT (Cotton) qft t  > ^  ^  ?i5tirr
^ %ftFT ^  «ft tft̂ RT >nrrT ^  ^  »uft I 5IW5T *f ^
\ ’m  ?> ?w?ft i  ? ^  qtrf^ I  fr vrt (Inustrialist) ^  jt|rt

<f «JT«rF, w  t  ^  ftf fW  4’? t t r  ^ fR  w wm ft, ̂ ^nrrr
«̂ fHT ^  *ftl5t Uff JWTT % ^  ST̂t arf ̂iSf ’3flH|<«l ft# WT WV?t f  I WRSST ^ fff

^  esm (planned) «nr % Jfff ^  f  i qfft»rnr «i? t  ftf ji? f tm f
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^  t  ^  or? (Transport) «n: wt qiwfW w f  t  ^
IJIT  ^  ^  f  I a rr^ p R r^ft f  aft 15̂  tr ^  1 ^ w t^ to t
%  ^  »TT v t  %  #  f«F 0: ?IW  'TT ^TRJ 3TT5^  ^TT ^  T T

^ ^ 81^^ ^  ITT rsrvar 11 m  hh4Ij<
» n ^  ^  qtsr >PT ^  sPK jft?y % «rt: ?> ^Rferr t- ?rt
ftrat afhrft whFT r̂ «nr f  ark Ppg% fiprlf ?w ji? ?i?5?r ?i?«t ^  1 1

t  ^  ^  >pnT*r?e Tr?ff arr 1 1 ^  ^
»Tj[r r m  ^ ^  ^^nrnr ?pt^  ^frfw i|fr t  ^  t  ^

f  13ftr fnmr srwt^f % ar̂  ^  ^  f  1 RrNvt n̂r )̂iT5ff 
^  3 R f T  3T?:?3r *l>t ^  I

î «fr sftrTK'T ?WT<t Prfh^tt (Commerce Ministry) ^  5ft%t 1 ajw 
sf̂ o ^o  i;r̂ o (O.G.L.) f  f̂ Rf̂ r *TÎ  *li+< ^  f̂TST f  I
>̂p ?[*T %*P w<iî  ^  f^ram •i<fl'»ii t  ^  ^ro% t to  r̂rsy strit f^rr ^ ^  

ifpRT ^FTT^I^WTf I ( c o n t r o l ) I
qr<.grr»T t  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^aftr % ^^T^TT cR> ^

*in^’nn^^snT?ftqf ?>iTfsF^
^fl^  V t *(>|tf^t ^  ^  T>ic^ *Ft TtfSRT I >T ?W !Rrr ^  P p  aTR' ^?TT yiPT

arpiHT t  3 # R T ^  r j T  3 1 ^  ^  T I « ? ^  >1̂ -
ipz  «Pt*nrf!T’Pt%^f JnPR% ^ ; r
^  snrn̂  ^ 3rft?y areRmp # arft^ fejf ^ snfr  ̂ afk
nirt w  ft; ^  sPT̂fV ^  ?*ftspTT SPT% ami- % aiw 3tr<<ii

^  % r > % % T 7 : ) ^  J I T W ^  ^  !PT5J5 5?TR t  % ? ft
ĴTTfir ^  3 i ^  *T]^ ^ I W  I 5?[ rft ^  i j R i W  ^  t  I ^  ^  ^

^ f t f t  «fT t> ^  ^  *rH5ftiT 5WT ftrfsresT I '  U ' * ' ^
#  i p i ^  a i w t ^  ^  *TT I A  gFT% <j;g|OT f  f*P ^  ^'t»rf %  <nw
3TRT ^ 3iV?: ^ ftr ^  3TT?̂ t̂  ^  % f^ ^irr ?r, w P rt^ ^

wrtt % ^  anfirp î?nwi t̂iff 3tr- >ttt%-
f%n aftt tw  ^  %«iTf̂ r f , artr ̂ ft arr̂ r *nr?r # 'rrft t  ? wr iif m?r 
5tff t  '̂HTf ^ ^ ? f t  n«R ^tyt^|TT^^3rh:3^vt
^  ^  1 ^  ^ n n i^  ^«ir f??rR
3n?TT *n aftr r̂nrff ^  ?[*t ^  *r 1 wr ^  *t^ 5tr^ ^  5'tjt
;jq^qro arraiTT’T^'nff armr |?  vn s? im^t'Tt’ftfv^^WT^mTrarenTT
^  4irpn arH i^Pm (Ethis) aRsrr in i anar ^  arê Jt t ' ’

iCTTTST ^  JÎ arRIT >̂?»ft’̂ Tf^ ^  ^  ?T aTRjft '̂.^^
^r*TT apnft * p p n r ^  ^  *3̂  <̂.*11 aft^ ^  fjjd ^  f w ^ r o  v t f  ^ i* i  j â ĝc
IPT s n » f%  w a r r m  <t t ^  a f k i ^ v r ^
anrc arnr% 'H!^^ »rf ’̂ • if t  ?*r?Tr3r irt^ ^  ^
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w  fiwi I (Community) ^

aftr 1»T #  Vt » T ^  ^  ^  TTW ^#TT ^ ftr WT
W TJRRft^l ?rit?r(t?FT«T?^fv5»r5#l[^% ^iT53Trifff^fT:^3rt^

»m:-%e wt?s? % ftw arftw ^  a<k w  ?r vt arwi: ^ ftr ^  # ^Tfnjm
*1̂  18<k 5fHTf î ĴT"i5y ?̂T 4?Tijt >TJTr t  w? ^  ?r̂ r I

^  ?!T q»i1r % ^rnr fsrw ^  f  i JrCT tta w  % f t«  % ^rm
*1  ̂̂  I wni ?nft ifprr ^  ir*r Rhft ^  *ir^>feT r̂ jtRt ^®tt i

^  8«H ?w 5>n f<p ^qrrt ^  sftfff i srr^ ?it i w
■«fW ?m i#<r *m:%fe»r ^  #r<rft̂ rr ?j-ft f«.=j,T ;  Pp rr̂ s jt̂   ̂ an?n  ̂ft? 
M  ̂  siffj ̂  fir ft <f, fir^ TT nft w  Prw  ̂̂  irf ?#Nt iift ^
3TitI w  4'sT?jr̂ F>rjt?!T% v| ttff^ h ift.̂ T  ̂ f i r s r v t %

^  *RT«nr ?« JTflf ^  fjr̂  ̂ Pp fffvt ^  Pmrr  ̂ i

{English translation of the above speech.)

Shrl Deshbandhu Gupta: What I had to submit my hon. friesds hav^ 
already said quite a good deal on the point, so 1 will not take much of your 
time. I think no disease can be cured till its root cause is not determined. 
The disease r3an be cured quite easily if the diagnosis is correctly made. To 
our great misfortune since our Government have taken charge of the adminiA- 
tration we, instead of facing realities, have tried to work towards idealism. We 
have never tried to ascertain the extent and the nature of the disease. Some 
two years back when we held discussions here in this House about the income- 
tax dodgers and evaders, 1 very humbly submitted that this diseasti was so 
wideppread and the causes also were so abstruse as were out of the depth for 
many people. Therefore it would be better if the Government were to ĵive 
such persons a chance so that under the new regime they may be able to begin 
a new life with a clean slate altogether. At that time many hon. Members of 
this House were under the impression that mentioning of such things wa« 
nothing short of espousing the cause of these tax dodgers and amounted to 
have open sympathy with them. Such a thing was supposed to be objec­
tionable then. But today also what I see is that many bon. Members when 
they speak either in this House or outside always try to heap up lots of 
abuses on the heads of these tax dodgers and say very harsh words for the 
black-marketeers, and such hon. Members always sail under the impresnion 
ftiat simply by doing so the condition of the country would be improved. But 
they do not ti^ to know that till this sore ulcer, that has developed upon the 
body of this nation and which is full of pus, would not be operated upon the 
patient could not be cured. Perhaps you might remember when our Prime 
Minister went to America a day before his departure he broadcast/ a ppeech 
from the All India Badio. For the first time in that speech I heard something 
realistic. Through the broadcast he made an appeal to the country and asked 
the people, who had been concealing their wealth for fear of (ax and were not 
paying taxe<?, to take the present situation of t^e country into c<Misider»tion and 
dea’are their wealth and also said that if they would do so the Government would 
treat their cases leniently so that they may be able to oanry on their basiness 
properly. But it is a matter of great regret to note that though :^me six 
months have elapsed still the %finistry of Rnance has not been able to formu­
late any ways end means to take advantage of the appeal that w«.« made by
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the Prime Minister in his broadcast speech. The Ministry of Finance did 
not in ^ e  -.nj efiForts in this respect wherefcy the peop!e ’ may have beeu 
enabled to give n proper response to this appeal aiid the country may have 
ibeen nd of this dire disease that has penetrat-ed deep down into the tissues of our 
country. Perhnpa the Miriietry of Finance couJd not do any thing in thi^ 
mnfter sinipiy for the reason that the Ministry might be appreh^^ndijig thnt if 
tney would take any decisions or lay down certain rules and regulations then they 

. . ®. cnticjzed and a lot of objections would be raised. Today also the 
Mmifltry 18 feelm^ shy for this very reason and so does not come to any deciaion. 
I  am of the opmion that no useful purpose would be served by such hesitancy. 
Jiwt now i> report has been presented before you which mentions that Investi­
gation CommisKion has di8cove.red taxable amounts worth nearly three crores 
of rupees. But if it were to be asked of the hon. Minister of Finance as to
3 P, H amount of money he actually realized he cannot say a mim

A>gh»r than 25 lacs or a still leaser sum has been realized, and the amount 
of money that has been incurred on this Commission amounts to nearly 17 to 
18 lacs of rupees, meaning thereby that there has been a saving of not more 
than seven to eight laos of nipees as yet. This state of affairs tantamounti to 
the old proverb ‘‘Much bleat less wool”.

I t  wag thought that as the Commission has been set up so millions of 
rupees would be recovered quite soon and the public would be benefited. But 
vbat hae been the result? We have spent so much money to date, so much 
upro«r has been oreaied but what did we get, only seven or eigUt laos of 
mpeee. Thii it the am>ount that so many brains put together have been abke 
to recover. For the future a hope has been extended that more money would be 
recoveeed, the still undisoovered caffes would be detected; but in the light of 
the experience gdned 00 far it has to be acknowledged that next year alec 
some suoh despairing report would be presented befbre us. I think that bad 
we» thought over this firoblem from the businesslike point of view and tried 
that as we have pardoned evea those personsi, who before independence never 
sided witii the country and readiiy put obstacles in the way of freedom and 
in flioi w«re band in ^ove with the then Oovemmeitt and played into the^r 
hands^ and not to say of pardoning them we have installed them on the higher- 
pedestals of bonour or in other words have completely oonsigned to them the 
reins of the Oovemmextt; in the same way if we could have pardoned these 
persons also then the coimtry would have benefited a lot. The very same 
persona, who till yesterday used to send Mahatma Gandhi and the 
Members of the Working Committee to jails, on whose orders the Members 
of the. Working Committee were put under arrest, on whose orders people ware 
lathi charged, are holding the highest posts today also. The persons who 
used to danoe to the tune of the British Oovemoaent and used to proclaim 
themselves to be the most loyal serw its and used to affirm ihai as loyal 
mtvviM of the Government they were duty bound to obey the orderf ,̂ we have 
granted pardon to them thinki^  that in fact these persons were really in a 
fix and had been caught at the horns of a dilemma and as their sympathies were 
i«ally with us so they must be given one more chance, and they were given 
a chance so much so that we consigned the entire responsibility of running the 
Govemmant to them. If we could go to such an extent end when we have also 
aune to know l^at after that they have begun to work for the interest of the 
country, then there is no reason why we maty not give those persons, who 
OTXt ol greed dttring the war days when the structure of the income-tax wae 
of suoh a natosw that eten the highest placed persons were tempted to indulge 
in tax evaskm, committed some mistakes at that time» a new chance altoge­
ther to begin a new ohapter o! their life.. I thmk this to be a grave m ^tak^
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111 Bucb matters the Pakistan Government have taken concrete steps. Th#
Pakistan Government without indulging in the old squabbles Asked the people 
to try thoir level best for the consolidation and regeneration of Pakistan. But 
at the same time wkatever strict rules the Government could frame for the 
future were framed. The Pakistan Gk)vernment did not rake up the dead and 
let bygones be bygones. The Pakistan Government did not try to rake up
old scores. What benefit did that Government reap by doing so, it is not
necessary to mention. "

I thiuk that today millions of rupees, may be a hundred millions, nre lying 
idle and concealed but our Government has not so far made any efforts to any- 
bow get this idle money invested in the various industries. Had we paid any 
attention towards this and taken steps at the right moment then these millions 
of rupees would have been utilized for the benefit of the oouna*y. Besides 
this we could have realized tax on the income that would have been derived 
from this money. But it is a matter of great regret that this entire money went 
uoderground and was squandered away in extravagance and dissipation. A 
noajor portion of that money fell a vi<:tim to the ups and downs of the share 
markest. The m u lt  of all this is tba4 today tb o u ^  the hon. Minister of 
Finance gives Ute greatest possible induoements yet the money, that bas 
gone undergjround, is neither being declared nor invested in the v i^ u s  faQtori^ 
or induatries nor recovei^ed by Government in fonn of loan. Though toe 
amoimiof moaey lying idle today is not so xnucb as was beforei still if 
MiiMBter ol Finance wena to take the people into oengdenoe and ask tbei|i W 
^ a ^ r e  their wealth then be wcHild eeme to linow that as yet the people k^ep 
tbeir money in Banks, keep the xiioney eaen^d from bifiusk-market in Banks, and 
tain loans agaibst the security of ibi§ moBey. Thus their money is lying 
idle* We cannot change any incottte tax on that money, we cannot even 
utUme this money for the l^nefit aad devedgp^iept of the country. In fact 
eudb a vicious direh has bean oreated t^at without shattering it no pvogre^ can 
1m made. I  Wisl) to su)>niit ^ t  the tipme bee now eome when we, instead of 
ihilling aimlesslyt shiould take eoncrete st€$FS, make appeals to the people, 
tfĵ  to raise the morab of the people and make » very high level appeal to t^ieni 
mfchftg them to declare their meney that they concealed. abou|4
puit tmrmiid some such aebeme that may sucoeed in bringing that money put 
«nd the Gov^snntent m sj  be able to realize inoome tax thereupon in future.
I  am oonfidenft tkat by adopting this method we om recover more mone^ tba# 
W(e can the a§e»By of the Investigetioa Commission. The enforco-
menl of̂  stringent laws woidd eSect the situetion adversely. This is a wronf 
mathod. We hate leamt this thing from eKperience. There is no reason why 
millions of rupees of the country be lying concealed and specially when our 
eeuntry is in the throe(̂ ' of difficulties. AH the constructive schemes and 
ptogramiMs that we had for the development of the country are being shelvaf 
fer wont of money and all the projects of public welfare are b^ing impeded. 
S-ven if after all &is we are not able to bring out the concealed money then we 
should better reeort to other means. If the experience of two yean tells us 
that the country has not gained anything froqa the Investigation Conmiission 
Hien there is Ho reason why we should not seriously consider over the problem 
asd decide that now it is essential for us to change our outlook altogether. I 
have not the least doubt on this point that if any enactment had been made and 
nuies and reflations framed keeping m view the intention and spirit of the 
tfppeal, that #as made by the Prime Minister before his departure to America, 
a«d efiorts made to recover this money, then the country could have reaped 
fanmense benefits by this. The Bill th ^  my hon. friend Prof. E. T. Shah baa 
mwed, as my hon. friend Shri Bohini Kumar Chaudhuri has said, so compre­
hensive thot if it were to be investigated, judksioualy of course, as to wWch persons 
do nat^c<^e within the category of black-marketing, then according to the
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definition given in the Bill, that both the giver and the receiver are equally 
guilty, then there wouM be very few people, who would escape the limitatious 
ot this Bill. This Bill also mentions the giving or taking of houses on rent 
and efforts have been made to enfoioe this Bill on all sorts of transactions and 
the selling and purchawing of all marketable commodities. Take for instance 
the case of drugs. I wish to ask my hon. friend that suppose he stands in 
dire need of a penicillin injection for a friend of bis who cannot survive without 
that injection, then at that time would he think of not paying a penny more 
than the controlled price, or purchasing it at whatever price it may be available 
would try to save the life of his friend. I very much doubt if there are any 
persons who under such circumstances can resist this temptation. Therefore 
if we were not to take into consideration the conditions that have since been 
created in our country, then it would mean that we simply build castles in 
the air.

I have to submit one more thing and that being that the Government have 
not at all taken into consideration her part of the responsibility in giving rise 
to these evik. We should see from where this black-market starts. The actual 
thing that happens is that a certain thing comes out of the factory and* 
before  ̂ it reaches the petty retailers it passes through the hands of 
a number of persons, and at every stage a price slightly higher than the 
original one is charged. If in the factory or at the very source a higher price 
demanded then bow can the petty retailer sell it at the controlled price? 
I t  is also essential for the Government to ascertain as to how far our own 
laws and rules are responsible for this state of affairs. Take for example the case 
of the vegetable ghee or vanaspati industry. On the one hand the Government 
wiBhes to have maximum production and efforts are made to this effect. The 
Government at the same time wish that it may not sell at prices higher than 
the controlled ones. Thus controlled prices are fixed for vegetable ghee. But 
on the other hand no ceiling prices are fixed for those oils from which vegetable 
ghee or vanaspati is made.. The Government is also well aware of the fact 
Aat the day she had fixed the price, of the vegetable ghee, then at that time the 
prices fixed were quite economical. At that time the groundnut oil was selling 
at a certain rate. Then its price began to rise. But the Government did neither 
fix the price of oil nor increased the controlled price of vegetable ghee. Are the- 
Government not aware of the fact that when the prices of the raw materials 
are not fixed but the prices of the finished products have been fixed then both* 
these things cannot go side by side? The same is the case of cotton also. 
No price has been fixed for raw cotton but prices of cotton textile 
have been fixed. Under such ch*cumstances can anyone have a desire to- 
increase the. production? I t is quite obvious that an industrialist can make 
efforts to increase the production only when he were to see that by doing so he 
would earn something and ibis increase of production would prove beneficial 
to him. Not only one but many such instances can be given. The fact it 
that at present the work is not being conducted in a planned manner. The 
result is that a lot of evils crop up. In the same way the restrictionb that have 
been placed upon transport have given rise to a lot of evils. There are a lot 
of things today that cannot be sent from one district to another. Por example 
take the oase of Delhi. At places lying at a distance of six to seven miles 
from Delhi the rate of gram is seven or eight rupees per maund while 
in Delhi it sells for twelve to thirteen rupees per maund. Now the hon. 
Minister may himself see that when there is a difference of five rupees per 
maund between the rates at places lying within a few miles then how many 
businessmen can forego the temptation and for how long this state of affaire 
oan be tolerated. I t is a matter ot great regret that the Government hay^ 
been tolerating this state of affairs for years. The hon. Mover of this Bill
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has not tried to study the human psyohology. He thinks that all the persons 
■are saints and they oan sail quite clear of these temptations and espeoially 
when suoh a difference exists in the prices of commodities of daily use in quite 
adjoining places.

Another reason for this state of affairs is due to Ute defective policy of the 
Ministry of Commerce. At one time it grants 0. G. L, (Open General 
Licence) with the result that a lot of foreign goods flood the market. Then the 
Ministry all at once puts a brake to this and the result is that Uie stockists 
begin to raise the prices of these commodities. Controls are being run in this 
Tery manner. I t is the result of these very things that bo many evils are 
cropping up in our country, and these emls cannot be eradicated till suoh 
-State of affairs existe. The meaning of passing such legislations would cleaily 
be tins that we do not want to strike at the root but only wish to chop off the 
subsidiary branches. I think that a time has now come when the Govern­
ment should give every individual a chance so that he may be able to take 
part in the consolidation and strengthening of the Government of Independent 
India. This can happen only when you, instead, of passing such Acts, make 
an earnest appeal to the good sense of the people and try to touch their hearts 
ttnd devise such ways and means whereby they, after acknowledging ^heir faults, 
may try to reform their attitude for the future. Only by brute force or by 
the fear of police batons or by passing such laivs the morals of a nation cannot 
Jbe raised. I t  is harder nut to crack.

As far 8« the question of tax evasion is concerned there are a number of hon. 
Members and hon. Ministers in this House who took part in Congress Move­
ment of 1942. I ask of them did they not use to approach these very persons 
and request them to give monetary aid to this movement? Did we not take 
substantial monetary aids from many of these very persons who are today 
being charged on counts of black-marketing and tax evasion, and who today 
in our eyos are damnest sinners? Is it not within our knowledge that whenever 
these people used to give us money they worked under the constant dread of 
the Government and dared not to declare tbeir donations openly but always 
preferred to remain ancoymous? At that time such donations and help were
not entered in the account books and in spite of out knowing this fact we used
to take money from them. Did wo not know that this money had not oome 
k) these persons from heaven? Do we not acknowledge that at that time our 
standards of morality and ethics were quite different from today? Today th« 
btandards have changed. I  wish to submit that after attaining independence 
we should expect from every person of this country that he would try his 
level best to lend support and strength to his country and Govern­
ment, and would not act in any way that may prove prejudicial 
to the interests of the country. On this basis we can frame any
laws that we like for the future and such an action would be per­
fectly justified too. But if toda^ we were to sit in judgement over the 
^ tions done in the past then we should treat the persons of each and every 
section of society on the same footing. We should not make a certain section 
of the society an object of scorn. Every one of us should look within himself 
«nd think wnat evils and faults he has committed. In my opinion the best 
method would be that we may make an appeal and ask the people to declare 
their concealed money and discard the temptation of black-niarkfting. We 
should give opport?unity to each and every one of them to do service to the 
xjountry so that this vicious atmosphere, that has been created Tn this country, 
may come to an end.

With these words I oppose this Bill. In my opinion no useful purpose, can be 
serv^  by passing such laws. Beal benefit would be had only when we would 
•create an innate hatred for b!ack-mark«ting in the hearts of tiie people. Ther
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cannot be reformed by giving them deterrent punisbment-s. These evils can 
be eradicated by creating in their heart of hearts an intense hatred for all such 
things and thia would be done only when our present policy of controls is 
changed. Today this tendency of black-piarketing and tax evasion has become 
K) widespread that one finds its sway at every place, and hardly a very few 
people, whose number could be counted on fingers, would esoape this stigma 
and specially if the actions of all the persons are judged according to 
the criterion that has been laid down in the Bill before us. Therefore I  
would request the bon. Mover of this to see the real facts. His object, for
which he nas moved this Bill, cannot be fulfilled in this way.

Shri Kanmskaya Xeaoa (Madras): I had no intention to talce part in the
debate on this Bill, but the speeches and arguments of some hon. Members
provoked me to do so. I am going to refute only one of the arguments thfat 
baa been put forward with respect to this Bill by more than one Member.

An hon. Member said that the controls are due to the legislators who pass 
laws here; if the controls are removed, he said, blaok-mai*keting would auto­
matically cease. I am glad that he did not continue the argument further ancl 
Say that therefore it were the legislators that ought to be banged and not the 
biaek-marketeers.

He said that it were the laws that were passed here that were responsible for 
black-markettng. But, in fact, these controls are due to shortage of oommo- 
dities, on account of shortage of production. Controls are not due to ^ e  
legislation in the Assembly. And to say that this shortage will eeaae immedia­
tely the controls are lifted is something that cannot be accepted. These oontrol& 
can only be. removed after increase in production. Suppose we remove these 
controls, what will happen? Let me. speak only with pespeot to ^ a t  part 
of the country from which I come. Unless la«id!ordism is changed, the 
removal of controls will not produce the desired effect. On the other hand 
the controls that are now being administered by Government will go in the 
hands of a few landlords who will hate their own way. Now I  come from a 
part of the country and the condition prevailing there I shall describe.

Xr. Depoljr-ape#ker: I do not think it is necessary to go into a detailed 
discussion of the controls.

Shxi Syaitoandaa Baliaya: Or even of landlords.
Sliri XiruMkyant Miencm: The argument that immediately the controls are 

removed the blackmarkets will cease is not correct. Immediately the controls 
are removed the result will be that articles will concentrate into the hands of a 
few people and most mischievous results are likely to follow. What is actually 
required is an increase in production.

We are thankful to Prof. Shah for placing this Bill before the House. I t 
has given an opportunity to all Members to discuss their various points of 
view and to place before the Hpuse information as to what takes place in the 
country and how bitterly people are suffering. I do not agree with the re­
medy suggested in the Bill; but all the same I shoilld say that this is a very 
serious matter. Rich people escape and poor labourers and othew who take 
sopae rice from one part of the district to another for sale or use are caught and 
punished. Rich people always escape by using their influence with the officers.
It is the rich people who are the blackmarketeers and they escape punishment.
I  know several cases w hm  this has happened. Therefore, as the hon. 
Member Mr. Hannmanthaiya said, it is an urgent doty on the part of the 
Finance Minister to 6nd out ways and means by whioh no peiaaon escapes the
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operation of the law when he commits the serious offences dealt with in this 
Bill.

. Depu^-Speaker: Before I call upon the next &pea)cer to speak> 1
wisfc to draw the attention of bon. !Members to the fiict thut a number of 
Members want to speak on this motion. Therefore, as vefy few points arise 
on this motion, if the speakers will limit their observations to ten minutei* 
most Members can participate in the discussion.

Shri Mttdgjil (Bombay): This Bill is a tribute to the sense of mowJ 
indignation of Prof. Shah but a pathetic attMnpt at curing the evils which 
exist. Ever since Parliaments came into being, there have been people who 
imagined that they can exerciee an evil by passing laws. But, Sir, most coim- 
tries are suffering from a plethora of laws. In fact the Statute Books of 
most countries are full of so many dead laws that even the le^^ators, the 
lawyers and judges do not remember all of them. Svery day we all violate 
laws the existence of which we do not remeoiber. If I have more time I  
could giv^ you very amusing iiMtattoes of laws that are on the Stotute Book of 
the United States but are as good as dead. I will not go into this further.

Sir, the proposition, that by threatening a man with death If he resorts to 
black-marketing we can cure evi!s of black-marketing is very pathetic. You 
remember in Soviet Bussia, the Red country which has not known anything 
else ever since its birth except black^markets, they have tried to hang or 
shoot peo^jle for such crimes, but in spite of it all tiiere are blaek-mai^keteera 
and millionaires ibere even today. Mr. Stalin is unable to rii his oountify 
of those elements.

As so many hon. Members have already observed, If you want to 
cure these evils, we must attempt other remedies than legislation. We must 
go to the root of things. Of course we want to talk about morality. But 
moraliiiy has always an economic foundation. For the successful practice of 
virtue, one must have an income.

An Hon. Member: Not necessary.
Shzi Mttdgal: Very necessarily, if you study society. So, if you want to 

eradicate the evils arising out of controls, we must go to the root of the 
causes. We should abolish controls which were introduced and re-introduced 
by our frightened statesmen who, if they had a little more courage and 
patience, could Lave stabilised things long ago. That was not done. What 
are we going to do? Are we going to look backwards? No. We have to go 
forward and see what we can do to eliminate the evils arising out of these.

Ultimately, the only solution for the existing corruption is increafed pro­
duction. When there are more things produced and there ere enough things 
to meet the demand in the country, the blaek-markets. even ff you give them 
a bonus, will not be there. This is a simple truth and an economic principle. 
Therefore, instead of getting indignant morally, let us all concentrate on 
bringing about conditions in the country which will increase production. 
When we do that the black-marke^eers will not be able to ply tneir trade, 
because there will be no profit in that.

An Hod. Member: Then there will be no controls abo.
8hrl Itqdgal; Controls have to be eliminated as early as possible, if not 

immediately. So, unlees we all put our full efforts in encouraging more pro­
duction> this problem will take a much longer time to solve.. In that direction 
our hon. the Finance Minister has taken several steps. Let us support him 
to get results out of that policy.

many people have talked abotit black*marketeers and v^ry Utile has 
been said about tax-dodgers. Now let me come to that important problem of
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tax evaision. Here also, we must go to the root of the problem. Merely to 
curse the tax-dodgers will not eliminate the evil. How did this come about? 
I t  is true that in this country, many people, even before the war, tried to 
pay as little taxes as possible under the impression that they were smarter 
than many others in the world. There is a saying abroad that you cannot 
escape the tax-collecting agent, even if you manage to escape death. I ’ossibly 
our smart businessmen and industrialists want to show that they can dodge 
the tax-collector. But, during the war this evil has grown and multiplied. 
Why? The British administrators of ours were after getting result ,̂ to wage 
the war successfully. They wanted the support of as many people as tfcey 
could. During that period, as long as they got support from the indusfcriahsts 
and businessmen, they were willing to wink at certain malpractices. As the 
resources of the country were multiplying fast and as long as they got their 
share, they did not care whether they collected all the taxes or not. That 
was one factor. Another factor and this came about a little later, was: 
we told the industrialists and businessmen who earned lakhs of rupees that 
we must collect 16J annas in a rupee that they earned. As long as they were 
permitted to evade taxes by the British, as long as they were making a lot 
of money, everything was all right. Even the legislators, and even we Cong- 
resmen, did not protest very loudly in those days. But when the profit 
making opportunities became less and less, these people who had to return 15J 
annas on every rupee they earned, they began to resort to methods of evasion 
of taxes. Even three years ago, our very Finance Minister was on the side 
pf what they term in America “ soak the rich", but he has been progressively 
changing that attitude and coming over to the path of reality. Now the taxation 
levoj has been brought down from 16^ annas to 12^ annas. This he has done, 
and lightly too, to encourage production in the country. If we go on that path 
progressively, I am sure we «an solve this problem of production, and get 
incroa«ed production in this country. For that we must always have a realistic 
aUitude and an open mind. I t will not do even today to say as our Finance 
Minister so bravely, but unnecessarily said,

“Ar far aa I am concerned, no long aa I have anything to do with the Finance MiniHtry, 
there will be no further reduction in the level of direct taxation except such minor adjust- 
mentis as circumstanceH may cali for from time to time. So. thoBe who are afTected hv 

.direct taxation would do well to take note of thMe facti, to adjust themselves to these levels 
of taxation...... ”

If I were the Finance Minister, I would not be dogmatic like that. Why not 
reduce taxes next year and the year after next also if the situation warrants 
such a reduction? Where is the need to dogmatise in matters of economic 
development? Instead of making such a brave, but shortsighted declaration,
I would say to the industrialists and businessmen and whoever is busy earning 
a good income, “ I have given you relief this year. You go and work, and 
spend all you need and invest all you can spare. Work hard and expand pro­
duction, and if you do that wholeheartedly during the next twelve months, I 
should be glad to give you further tax relief.’' The effect of this would be 
a great tonic to the productive elements in the country. If we do that, if we 
give hope to the people to retain a reasonable proportion of their earnings, I 
do not see how this tax evasion will continue for ever. Unless we tackle these 
problems fundamentally, by going down deep to .the root of things, we are 
not going to put this coimtry on a sound economic basis. Mere moral indignation 
will not carry us very far. Therefore I oppose the Bill that Prof. Shah has 
introduced.

4^0 ifto itn  : fninftr wvw t ,  fa* f tw  tc  ^  fWiRn*
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TC5»T’T|{% i  p|f 'R  V»T
11 T̂f 5t 5fr*ff % vm  ^  t  I

^  fW : PWR ^  ^  ̂  I

gfr <fto ^  t  ^  ^  ^ I *r^ ^ ftr w

% ^  ^  !f»i*JH ?ft W|pr VTTV ^  ^
^  ^  arr̂ ift ^  n̂1̂ ,  ^  ^  vr̂ jjff ^  wnĵ  i *ft^t ?ft i*t

^ 3ftr wWt ^  ^  %■ ^3RT T?^ ^ Pf fnrjr ^  i ^ 5̂
^  5T5RT  ̂srtriT5 ^ 3rnr iAir (blaok- 
marketeere) m  f3ri^ ( tax-evadars ) % ^  jFrt, ^  Ptt ^
^  3rrr v^i ^ 3rr̂  ^  ^ 1 airfrĉ t ^   ̂ f%
r̂nr ^Wf *ft ??ftt 4Rfv ĥnn* f  Pr fifr t̂t ̂  ^  f  1 ^ ?ft

iTRT^^nw Tj^rf ft> ^ ir f tf r^ z r rm a R rT ^ jjn r^ ^  fw ^ rn rti
^  ^  Pt̂  ^  ̂  ^̂ nrf f̂̂ ft ̂  ^  ?!“, îfiF ^̂ rrrr ?r ^̂ rr̂ rr vt

^  3T̂T9X Ih^ ^IVh ^di WT î  ^ 9  yr̂ 3PT I^Pfd ^  ^
'R ^  arrrtf ^  ^ fv ipfr % 3>it 1 rft ^  ^tw ^

^  P̂Tf ^ sftr ^  # OTT ^  j f  ^ I

^  ^  ^ 3Hwt ^  ̂ rpTT f  I firr jtPnrr >̂ ixnA
% ^  T̂ r ^  ?ft ^  ft> ^  «fK*fl vt Ptvtrt ^  ^ ^  4*% 4)V*̂
>d’̂ ^  TTVT *TFy fetTT, ^  ^  Wnr ^  ^  ^ W  ^  ^  ^  ift Wm

T?T «TT, 3T̂ f̂ TWTT[̂  PF f̂TT I ^  ^ I T̂fT PFT̂  ^  VT̂ T R̂T-
% M  3TTT ^  arMt f̂T<T «F ,̂ ^  ?f«r 3TT 

Pf PpT TT̂  ^  ̂  ®T?: I ^  ^  t  ilrr ̂
^  fRTT̂  ^  ?ft ^  <Wl̂ f t  ^  ^  ^  ^  ftw ,

^  9̂ 9Vt RVT fŵTT; 3TT5 V̂T VT ^TV^ TT VT^ lp?̂ F̂2T|
iTP̂ fCT 3Tf»  ̂ artr ervT* ^  (portfolio)

^ ^  3n% *pf aftr n̂:5-?iT5 % wii’) ^  #rfir^,
in#fCT >d̂nfl 3TT̂  ^fir î>T n̂rr, Tfjvt r̂̂ f tv t̂ftr ,̂ fnr ^  y® 5rs» firr Pf 
5T?^jJT^TV^^t;?nr^^V5rftrf^rfrriT^lfTVTritfrif^?>iTr I ^^TO^rrftr 
ar*R tftf Pswr t̂ptt, ?ft ^  ^  Pptt f̂î rr wtww •t̂
ft ^ jm , ^  ^  RT t |  I =3̂  WT̂ ^  w  ftr *ftOT f̂ irr^^ 1 w  ^
^  ^mwx ^  9ftK ifft ^  fPc ^^mvK ^  rnn ?fr m

TftrqjTfT̂ r#to tj^o afto (D .S.O .) ^r?f Prwit̂ ,
^  Pf m f^  m t  arr̂ r̂T̂ r ^j «ftr it?
u ^ m  anfevw ( rationed article ) |  ^  ^  VTT Art »niT
11 URmvr ftfT itv |,  3nrr *ftit 1 ^  v j f t  r̂nr ^  4"
^TW aftr |{t WT Pf fUTT €rt f»T ^  MWf I ^ K  ^  ^  f̂ t %fTt 
^o  dfto anPro ̂ ffw( I v |r wr f t ^  It twstt wif^, tfc vrfA ^ w-
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[«ft ito  Uto

?5raT 5T ^ T0T ^ 4 < n sftr Tf^^<rr, ^frr^
^ ? i ^ ^ f t w « R T J n » n T T  I 5T?f

|3TT ft> v ^ w T c  J i f f  t s  f t  t ,  ?ft ?JT arrsR ( last hour )
% T̂TET ^rnr^ T9* i fv 5ft ^ 1

< t o  1 ^ 0  a ito  ^  a j k  T r a  «Ft a n t  W  f t  > rrf^ fP T f %

H T H  f e t  » i t  a ft r  «PTt!TTf j f  1 3 w  ? t  5n:?r a t  ?ft ^?y<rr i f<p^ J i? r  

f u  * » f R » n  ^  %  T R %  ’ Tw #  ^  t ,  ?ifii %  a n v |  %  T R « r  q ;5  T f T  ^  i r t r

«iift f  I <ft an'rtit aft ijf ?rrtt 4sft*rt ^ *i?[ 5ft ar̂ tw ^  ^ i w  ^  ’pit 
^  ^  ^  ^ i * i , * P ^  ^  ^  ft> ^>t*i ^ft • A v t f  f n v t  fH < fl ^  fi»  * ^ v
*m*fernr ^  f«?r aik Pb̂ , w  % >n«r ^  w  1 ^  >i? aft ff«Tf<r t

wit # >ft ^ ^ V h R rl^ W P ^ ^ lft^ ftV T T t ^  ^  f #
t  35Wt îTw j r h t |  aftr arw ?w *if ̂ [Rwr& ^  ̂  fWt ?w ffir 3TTTW ^ 
v i ^  inft Hi<| j t  afhc 54  ̂ v lv t ^  ^ ?nc5 T̂<T I
V f f P u  a(»IT t w  « I ^  Pl!>n an?IT ^  ?ft 4?IT • T O  STlflf T f  H V O T  I ^

^  t i  * * f  ^  ^ T ’ f t  j f  t  I ?ft ^  51T5 *1?  ^ rr tt  * f t ¥  «JN ^> W f * ( t  ^  f

arrr ?*nt ^ttot ?̂t jj? arwm 1 1 t  C.

i t * p i |  I ?ft ^ | J T ^ * n ? ( t ^  wt ?<T# v f r f t f  ?r ^ r ? f  ?ft f T f ; ^  r^ rJift f f > d
^  TVT WW I ?ft ||*T ♦ o i't  'TT an  'ni<n ^  a ftr  *Ĉ  3WT 1̂1% ^  •T  ̂ *T^ W

?mftrftaavtTWTaiw I?ft5HTft anFUU^t arT«*ft^arssr!T?f
i, aiTÔ t 3ft fRVt 5!^ Pŵ iT 113ftr sm t ‘ ftr t̂ TT 3rr<B qw? ?t 1 ?ft
’TTWT ?it ^ftnr f*T t  Wf STR  ̂^  ^ Pp ^WfT
^ ^ I ^intt ?ft ij|[ «i^wi ^  *nft 41 ^  ^  3ft *1̂  I 'j s>t^ 5 ^
%WT^%wt'BnT«tf>iM3nq# 5Prn3rc%fin^JT^M>pr^^?rf>jrr|f<pspt^3Tr?*fr 
^ 9  Î'tJTOo ^  Vt^ V?V VT 4A<Ti ^  ?ft ^  3TT*t VT^T % WtW 
visimft (consciously) siff v?3ST ? Tt arRrr it i

am arw wj fwrw 1 arf arrr « u ^  5ft 4  #5 n m  jj ar<K ff*nr srlf 1 1

{Engli$h tramlaiion of the above speech)
Sbrl P. O. Sen (fiihar); Bi:', today’s issue fonued a regular and con­

tinuous subject of diacusaion both in this House and outside and I have come 
to the conclusion now that the less we discuss it the better. People have 
been listening to it so long that they are just fed up.

Sath Qovindlhui: It gets on ones nerves.
Start P. G. S6&. Keolly it gets on one’s nerves. 1 am of t^e view that 

laws of that kind are enacted but they remain confined to the statute book, 
for we also need men who would enforce them. Laws are there, pile on p3e» 
and the judges h»ve to look up in those piles to find out which particular law



might be applicable to the case in hand. When such are the oonditions how 
can we expeot a change merely by the passing of a law relating to these 
people whom you may call blaok-maiketeem or t®x-eva(lerB, anything yon like. 
Tb(̂  real position is tibat we have fallen into tuoh moral degeneration that it 
is impossible for us to oome out of it. I  am sometimes surprised when 1 
notice a similar mentality permeating this House. A time-limit of ten minutes 
has hare been imposed by the Chair on speeches so ttiat the largest possible 
number of speakers might get an opportunity to apeak. What happens is that 
some Members take as long as fifteen or twenty minutes. Thus, even we are 
not tree from tfaJs mentality, this desire to ride roughshod over others. We 
find Jt ewrywhere, permeating Indian society from top to bottom.

1 s h ^  cite an example. One day I  was going alou« a verandah of the 
KutcbeiT at Pumea wb*.n I notio^ a man ^ n g  out money handing 
to anotiaer. I  immediately caught hold of him but he said, „
you say I was foing to give it to him? I was just taking it out . Now, tell 
me what rfwuld I have done. Suoh are the conditions. Tou make any num­
ber of Jaws. The m&n whom you appoint for their enforoement would BOon 
get led up w i*  them. They would say, “ Oh God, how far can we go on 
enfoTore  ̂ them?" I have personal experience of this. Once forty foa^ of 
Austraii«i itheat were sent from here to my town. Now, wheat is a rationed 
commodity. I t was in Gulab Bagh Hat that I came bctobs it. I seissed it. 
This happened at eight o’clock in the morning. After the incident the Inspector, 
the MarkeHng Officer and other Govenmieut officers cwrjing various functions 
started arriving one after the other and giving me various kinds of suggestions, 
as for instance "Let this wheat remain here; the Marketing Officer will come 
and seiee it” , and “ Leave it here” . This aroused in me the suspicion that 
possibly they wanted me to leave the wheat as it was. So I said it was not 
proper leaving it there. I suspected that if the wheat were to be left there 
it might be rejJlaoed by something el*e, say rice. I stuck to my guns. Than 
it was suggest^ that it should go to the Government godown. I reported the 
matter a t ^ e  police station, had the forty bags of wheat loaded, took a Havildar 
with me and went to the kutchery. I t was five o’clock by then. At the cross 
roads 1 encountered the D.S.O. by chance. I  narratea the whole incident 
to him and showing him the forty bags of Australian wheat asserted that since 
it was a rationed commodity an unlawful act had been committed. He said, 
“ That's right. Have it deposited” .By the time the cart arrived it was evening.
1 wat confused and puzzled and did not know what to do. I had to be hungry 
and thirsty throughout the day. Anyhow, I got up to the D.S.O's office with 
the wheat as best as I could. There it was said that it must be stored properly. 
Someonp suggested that before the wheat is deposited a sample should be taken 
and that rt stould be sealed. Accordingly this was done. While the argument 
was still going on and I was insisting that before the wheat was deposited a 
sample of it should be sealed, I came to know that the Collector was somewhere 
near. So, in the last hour, I went to the Collector along with the wheat. 
He said “That’s right!” and wrote a note to the D.S.O. I t was night by the 
time he camc. The statements of the cartmen were taken at about 9 or 10 
o’clock and the procedure was completed. The case dragged on for two years. 
Being a believer in Mahatmaji’s way and his philosophy of truth I regard 
lying as a sin, but when people are called to attend a court they are expected 
to lie with a view to secure someone’s conviction which is not proper. Thus, 
the entire machinery of yours is rather odd. If it is retained those responsible 
for the enforcement of the law would say, ‘'What kind of |ob is this that we 
keep hunting for the black-marketeer and then hang about courts from ten 
or tivo. Hence, the existing situation calls for thought <m ilie part of thiH 
Home. We should see to it that these fonMliltfes are siiop)i-
fied. Until and unless thia basic reform is made bo law of yours can
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b e  en forced  effectively  a n d  th e  a lread y  laege n u m b e r of tax -ev ad e rs  w ould  keep  
m u ltip ly in g . I f  th e y  do n o t ev ad e  th e  ta x  how  can  th e y  keep  th e ir  m oney  w ith  
th e m ?  T he  ta x  is, th e re fo re , bound  to  be ev ad ed ; th is  is an  a d m itte d  fa c t, a  
io reg o n e  conclusion . T h u s , th e  e n tire  s i tu a tio n  is before you . S u ch  a re  th e  
co n d itio n s  in  o u r B h a ra t.  W e £ n d  people  ab u sin g  us an d  com p la in in g  w hy  
a  c e r ta in  person  h as been  ap p o in ted  to  som e advisory  co m m itte e , o r a ss igned  
th e  d is tr ib u tio n  of kerosene  oil, su g a r  o r ra tio n s  an d  say ing  he  is n o t a  d e s irab le  
p erson . W h en  th e  su b je c t c rops up  for d iscussion  in a  tr a in  I  say , “ P le a se  le t 
u s  know  th e  n a m e  of th e  person  w ho shou ld  be a p p o in te d  to  th e  c o m m ittee? '*  
B y  th a t  tim e  th e  tra in  a rrives a t  som e s ta tio n  w here  th e  g ru m b le r  g e ts  dow n 
an d  1 fail to  receive h is  rep ly  as to  w hich  person  shou ld  be ap p o in ted . T h u s , 
o u r  position  is such  th a t  w e c a n n o t se lec t even  one good m a n , w e a re  u n ab le  
to  fird  a single su itab le  pei-son. A nd, th e n  w e d e m a n d  t h a t  th e re  sh o u ld  be 
d ecen tra liza tio n  of pow er. Of course you  a re  w illing  to  re lin q u ish  pow er b u t 
th e  difficulty  is w e do n o t h ave  anyone  in  view  to  w h o m  th a t  pow er m ig h t be 

iiran sfe rred . To su ch  s tra its  w e h ave  b e e n  re d u c e d ! W h a t, th e n , is  th e  use  
of ou r ju s t  passing  a  leg isla tion  h e re?  Y ou h av e  m a d e  m u ltifa rio u s  law s b u t 
i t  does h ap p en  som etim es th a t  a  c e rta in  feLlow, w ho h a p p e n s  to  co m m it an  
a c t by oversigh t, is roped  in by th e  a rm  of law , even  th o u g h  h e  d id  n o t do  i t  

'<5onsciourily.

Now, le t u s  tak e  th e  q u estio n  of con tro ls . S ince  th e re  is  no  tim e  I  close.

afrr ^  3(k <»rr s r t  arr ^
i  I A iTPmr f  ftr 11
W T ? ijsTTOTifrtr TTWT ^Tirrtt ^

•t ^  ^  11 ^  ^  I afk vr?!'
ftf ^  3TT# % JK VfffV VRST

i  TTWT wrtn: ark y r<<>n«h<l ^ ^ i Ir f t  arn̂ rr t
^nrrt aftTĴ smtreftfr ^  # wrrmr Ir w f 11 tt?

v r f f v  unfTWff ^  ff  ^  ^rfr t  • ^  ?ft

’̂ rnsreftT aftr •ft̂  fnric ^  f  i ^  It
?»rwt*r1f^4'Rrv

8fT ’nn ^ ^Rrv % vtt t̂ ^  ^
^  ĝ Tvi ^  ^  sTTcfr ̂  >jTrw3ft̂ t sftr ffrwwnrt

f  I

Ĵ ITT VTTV VTVT A W*HT9T f  : TWpTT ^  TRrf%*r srtT
^ H'Tarf^TtT'T^firr^^sTnBT-

wrm »rT<fW t?rtw ^TTm ft!f^3n^w i^«T^5<fraw vt'TW ^r^>f«rr?

ffrtt «fK wnrr^ #  aim r, ^  w  sfff wvfTT I twPt»t ^
vston t  A* ^"8  ̂wni  ̂vpv in| <niw I  Rf? i*v im*$ % i#k ̂ msrifrtf ^ ^  ^hr



^  ^  f ro  ^  T̂|jt 5 ^  fPf!^
^ ?ft fer ^  y n̂ îfsYO wrm wyfr ^  i ^  wtk̂  ^  ^
^  Tt t  I

3TT̂  ^  wnnx ^  ^  3TTT% ^  3m% ?ir5f1r ^
F̂HTt STTT̂ «fWrt 3TT̂  ( contract ) if, 9m% ̂  9Trrt» f?: ̂
3TO >̂T*nf ^ ^  3̂TT|[ 5^ f  I 3rr3T ^ ^  ^  ^
^  jpttPw *nff ^ I ^  w  WK̂  *i5t ^  ^  ^ ^  ^  ^  w^ f  i
3TO iRT^ f  ?ft ̂  ^  qv¥ ^  qr% f  I JTT̂ T̂  f  fifT a m
vt5|;r’ ^ dt i^imrotT 8ftr v i^  ^TiTT ^  iprrt w  <?VT VT iTiff 317̂  ^ i 
^  R i^m i m\̂ \̂ f  Pi> ^ n w  ^  *rnr ^  P f  3THt ^  i arrsr
^  vtwi!)1w îr irrtV ^fv^r ^rft % ?nff ^ ?ft ^  'it w ft  t̂̂ rr i *rr3t-
T ^ W\ ^  T̂T*HT ÎT? aTTST ^  >̂R?!T ^  ^  t  ^
t  ^  ^ R P fT  3TR T̂55T ^  P f  ^  ^1^HI 1̂  I v f f f v  Wl pTV IT V t f

^rwr ?n^ ifjijTT i stft ^pnrf Ttv^ ̂  v t fw  ^  srrsr ̂  Rr^nr vr sniT̂
<  «i^ w  5T^ f i w  I a n ^  11̂  a fk  v r ^ w n r ^
Ŵ W TtV I

t  ? m iT ^  5 P f  ini VTWT ITITTT aflT ^5TT?nift^ I ^  ^
^  3 |W T  ft?!T i| P f  s ftr TTOPhT *lft « P I T O  * 7 1 ^  ^  V ffP F  WfPT ^  ^Wf" 
WT^  ^  t  a A r ftm ftp ff ^  m  T ? t t  ^  q fr ft  11 ?ft ^3^!^ <rgfwi?i
^  f e v  ^ fh i ^fjpipft ^ tv A  ^  I i p w  ^  bAx irnrr 1 1 srnr 4"
^n m vr f  f r  > T T O T ^  ^  aftr ^  ^  ^  v t h t  ^  ^  i ^  m n di j  ^  ^  tj® 
iH  I ^ W ^ T T O f % » r a f k ^ F ^ V t T I T ^ ^
^rv?:  ̂i{ I ^  ^  <!R> jnff 'ii^n ?nr ^  strvt ^  ^  yrv^ i ?̂ar ^^*tw
aftr T T O P ft *Ft H>t t  * ^  ^  *iinn( f  P F  f̂tX TTO1% ^ V t  ^IfT# %
^  5 ^  % fe# VT OTRWr T̂T̂TT *Tt^ iTO ^  ^  ?TW?T ^  ^T̂ nfr ft?

’ rttw aftr sn ftr ^n ivt 5̂  v p t t t  i

(Engli$h translation of the above speech)

Shri Zangre (Madhya Pradesh): Sir, today we are going to put an end U> 
zamindari and malguzari. I concede that malgutari and zamindari are per­
nicious institutions. But, still more pernicious and terrible are profiteering 
and black-marketing. This is so because whereas the zamindar and the 
malguear are lazy people and are content to be mere parasites, the black* 
marketeers and profiteers are verj resourceful people. They would not waste a 
single minute. They are such a tough lot that our milk an^ water measures 
would not serve to eliminate them. These people know the art of fighting on 
two fronts whereas our Government fights on a single front only. Everyone 
of us knows that black market and profiteering are rampant in this country. 
We are, however, imable to bring them to book as it is veiy difficult for the 
arm of law to catch them, the procedure in courts being a cumbrous one. We 
make a law only to discover that the profiteers and black-mnrketeerfi happen to 
koow something even superior. They go plying their nefttriotis t r ^ e  and

PUNISHMENT OF TAX BVADBR8 AND BLACSMAAKBT^RB DILL 2l59t



[8hri Zangre]
mannge to oscape detection. It is extremely difficult to get at them. We 
have been reduced to such a state of moral degradatiou that even our otherwise 
hoDewt employees get infected by the pervading demoralisation with the result 
that pruiitearing and black-'marketing are on the increase.

ilationing and control are, to my mind, another cause of all that. Rationing 
and control, particularly in the cities and towns are, I think, the root-cause 
of the evil. I t is because of this root-cause that the profiteers and black- 
marketeers growing in number. It is like putting wine in front of a person 
addicted to its use and then forbidding him to drink. Do you think he will 
desist? No, he will not. In the same way, so long as control and rationing 
are there a man is bound to be involved in profiteering and black-marketing; 
the temptation will bo irresistible. Rationing and control are rigorous measures 
and when confronted with the diffitsulty caused by these one has the tendency 
to think that one it likely to get the commodity required more easily from the 
black-market. We can obtain there immediately what we may otherwise fail 
to ^et in months. This naturally serves as a constant fillip to black-marketing 
and profiteering which are consequently on the increase.

Today, these black-marketeers and profiteers are surrounding you on all sides 
and iutesting your cities, towns imd v ffla^ , mooopobiang your trade and 
contract and entrenched in every chamber of commerce. Hence, there is no­
body at this time who is immune from its influence. How can we avdid it 
when such are the conditions in our country? We make laws about them and 
yet we fail to catch them. I admit we birve faHed to a^ipMhend tbe pfofiteers 
and the blackrmavketaers with the help of our laws, but let me assure them that 
the call of the times is such that they shall have to appear and answer for 
their doings. Today we are ocrt to ap]M«bend them hy g ^ tte  methods but 
if they do not oone routkd th ^  afe goieg to be dealt witb dee#itia^. Tfa^ 
shall have to face the music one day and the time is coming when they shall 
be visited with retribution for expicitalion of the mafetfes and the blbod- 
suoking they m  indulging in ai p re ii^ . For, DotUng oan hold up the t i ^  
of publio opinion. We may try our utmost but it ia in^possible to check it. 
Proliteering and blaok-markeiiixg have rtiined fiie people: how long are tAiey 
going to to  kept in ohaok?

I think the origin of Waok-mtfrketing and proflteerfng ia traceable to tile 
war-time I t  often happens in war-tiipe that ooatrol and rctiomng have to be 
resorted to because lots of things are destroyed and the soldiers have to be 
supplied essential commodities. They must be provided with all sorts of 
comforts. Under such circumstances control and ra1»oning come to be 
introdiiced.. But, then, it is no longer war-time, either for India or for the 
reat of the world. Itfi trail is there no doubt but it has got to be cleared up. 
These kgaoieg of the War in the form of rationing and control have got to 
be got rid of. Until and unless we abohsh them corruption will not disappear. 
Hence, they require to be scrapped. I  concede that after the aboKtion of 
Qoatrol* and rationing it may go hard with us for tlie first few montl^ but uHl- 
ma*ely it is bound to bring general relief to the rich and tbe poor alike.

M i. 9 e p n ty « 8 p a a k a r : S haikh  M bhi\iddin.
8oma Son. Iftw bm : The question mnv now be put.
]£r. paptt^*0pialw -. I have already called upon Shaikh Mohiuddin.

*r ilftnit awRftr ^
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'n: ^^w n rn rr^ r^  t  nr?wf 
?rw afK ift t  farff> <irrr«r ffw 7̂  r̂fTT ?>!?': vctt 7f tt

ti« r? > T ? tf tr^ ? T # jn |^  afjrwr f . sflrmMt #  >Tf ^  » rr^  vr «*st t  «r?
8fT3r ^  jfff i f  Tt «Tw ^  % ¥ W  5f 11 ^  ^
^  sttctpA % % 5PT r̂ ^trr Prvns^ ^  jt? ?rttJFT warr % afd^ # wrv?
vt f n r  ̂  aftr f?pfr i^nn  ^ i ?rw f̂i*r %sS ’T$‘ >rf?p ^t^fz^K  ?Wf
^  JT5 ^  ftr^fw »piT ^ fti ?T^ ^  'Trtrr feff wnir ^ afk arw <ift*iT«r >T|
I  Pf ?»Tr̂  ^  f  ?n:f ?iT| % !Frf|;sft ^ ^  vrf«r<ir ^

w f i  WT f  3ftr 3*̂  ̂ *fi  ̂ ( i ftrt ?fHT ^  f  ft?
<9% w rtrm R fhrffiftiirA ^kft'^  I ^ 'frpTvr^l^TraTjiaft^ 3r*#t?r^Wn^ ip r i t  
f  ftrftw  ir i# fH rfe # a fk  3 M a < k ^ r n n f ^ ^ ^ v r f m | j f h :  
ftw swTt ftrai srm ^  firarm# ^  f g  %?r» ^  «rv? vk ^  ilarr arwr
t  >11 ff? f% »wn ?Tff t  afk «Wfi| f  ̂  ( supporter ) , wtf
ftw  ¥WT 11 ^  wfr »f|lf ̂  I ?rnw ^  JTHTRT HTwiT ?>iff ftf

WJR M  »î  I  g«WT few anv mmx %w «»nr<n Pir wft ^
«wri #  ^ % «»T ^  ?nmr »wnif r̂ vK«r fjrwf STTB ( ^ r ik o
off)iW arr^t *r5̂ 5ŷ ^ŵ ffl̂ «T̂ <rR̂ !infr
f  w| «PWT ̂  «n?r f  %̂T¥ *>Tf̂ ^ I ^  n(t t  «T5 ̂  (indi­
rect) ir lAv Vt <VHT]| I m  fR>4 fr *wft IHTfT % aJŴ  (ti|<l4l
<RnfhK wf& vniT ̂ itr iftr ^fni*f% w*t*fr ^  wtftr ^  Tn?iftr<T ̂
^  T̂ftewrl (sjqjply) ^  w  1 ¥f!W
^  9 w r  ^Iwif #  ii^ irf i(RrT f  1 % Jtrar ^ 1

)l̂ ia % insifr ̂  3IT*T WIT TT ^  <J4d̂  % fW % ?TW ̂ W 9T*ft VtWIT ̂  
vw  f  w?sT #  # t  w m f > r ^ ^ t  fa ftrj »sf w fj *#<? *rrifr
?r«rtWV ̂ Wt i  I ijftaw ( rural aroM ) ^  % M  »r̂  iw% wnr |
^  g^vt <n*if ^  ^ 1̂  » lv  w  ^bt w w w t H e rm fW  ih'
w  117t»5 Jm ftwTT ij? t  Pp annc % l^raf # amr ftw «<hit %
siigtt # ̂  mft ̂  % ̂ p<ft % v?l W ŵ iripnff % (rtĥ  % 9<errf ̂  (it «#v irr^
W ¥T<nft, (̂Ww •Tî   ̂ I fr îi f!l^ ft IfHift 1IW ^  WPniT I

'O'fn V’T *1̂ ?rw ̂  srtr TTT ̂ *i*f % ftr  ̂ ift' it*t i *nr Tff%
3»»ft ?wr ^  f#  I  ftra% 9>w « t  I 1 ‘tfr <̂ T
( Grow More Pood Campaign ) cpp a»n# f5F*wft |  ^
% swfift fim# t  ii; f  Pir ‘»y *itt «5» Jnft ̂  % aft Tr<ft vftfT f ^

TT ̂  iT̂  ft) *w g m #  ^ fijf sW Is fPT >#wf«d I vtofftew
< BtatistioB )^  Pnwfrf ift nf !fl{f «rmr I  Pit «»!wt t  «fr »r| ̂  »frc

n ^  I «ra TT Jt̂  Pi|rc ^ ?ft lit ̂ iror ^   ̂ «nw ̂  W #
ww ^4^wk *1̂  j f  Hwrtt^ <rwfr ̂  I
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4  ^  f  i w^it ftt ^  ?R5?r T«5tw i n

?rth^ % aftr ^  ?rtlw % % ww ^  ?>ft i ̂  5 «  t  ̂
vnft 5 I «(k ^  ?miPiT f  ftf OT % 5j  ̂i n ^  (hvtw w  *t?fw  iji|  ^  5#w

^ tm  ^  w r ^  t  •

(EngJiah translation of the above speech)
Saikh M6hiuddln (Bihar); I t is true there cannot be any material progress 

in the country in the absence of moral progress. When moral degradation 
takes place in a country efforts are made to bring the people round to the 
path of rectitude by means of legislation. I t  is true there is so much demo­
ralization in this country, especially among our business community, that it 
not possible to effect a reform without resorting to legislation. All that is true 
but, then, there are other factors which prevent us from agreeing over this 
Bill and we are obliged to oppose it. The reason is that the existing conditions 
and this practice of black-marketing are not a phenomenon of today but owa 
their origin to our slavery extending over a period of a hundred and fifty to 
two hundred years. I t was especially during the war-time that the British 
ingeniously invented this device for drawing out money from the people's 
purses. They encouraged the black-market and developed it to its present degree. 
Not only that, the black-marketeers have also been taught how to foil the Govorti- 
ment machinery with the result that today in spite of there being all sorts 
of punitive measures in force in the country, in spite of all the efforts on the 
part of the Government, it is not possible to get at the black-marketeers and 
to have them punished. That is not all, for this practice thrives through the 
collusion of that very machinery. I belong to Bihar and know fully well how 
the black-marketeers, the police and the railway staff act in concert. I t  is only 
nominally, for the sake of showing percentages, that some cases are appre^ 
hended and sent to court. Even these people are let off on the plea either 
that there are no witnesses, or that the witnesses are there but there is no 
corroboration of their evidence. Sir, there is nothing mysterious about it. 
Probably it is within the knowledge of this House that if percentages are 
taken il will be found that most of the cases that are ever instituted are struck 
off for want of evidence or by reason of the witnesses not having appeared in 
proper time. Another factor leading to the failure of these cases is that witnes­
ses belonging to the rural community get so badly non-plussed in the course 
of theii depositions that they give away the case for the prosecution. Now, 
this is not the right course; on the other hand this kind of thing is an indirect 
encouragement to the black-market. I t is true, however, that the black-market 
causes much greater hardship to the village people than to the townfolk. This 
is so because rationing is in force in the towns and they have their supplies 
of things in the proper manner. This is not the case with villages. The 
supplies there do not meet even one-fourth of the demand. The black-marbet 
profits come mostly from the villages. The villagers toil hard for the country’s 
progi*os8 from morning till evening. They work in the sun, rain and mud but 
they fail to obtain the necessaries of life. Consequently they have to resort 
to the black-market for a large number of things. The greatest hardship in 
the case of the rural areas is that they do not get their supplies in sufficient 
quantities and hence it is mostly they who fill the coffers of the black-marketeers. 
I  am, however, of the opinion that if the supply of conmiodities in the villages 
is made on a rational basis as is done in the case of the towns, ihab is on th^ 
bnsis of a census, this would discourage the black-market. I t  is not such a 
difficult after all. If there is enough supply things would be all right. 
Our production is insufficient, no doubt, and e ff (^  should be made to increase
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it. The Government has not, however, brought forth any scheme whioh might 
help to increase production. It is true you have initiated that so-called grow- 
more-food campaign but all our people take it to mean that vacant land should 
be brought under cultivation. They do not take it to mean that the land 
which previously produced only five maunds should now be made to yield 
twenty-^ve maunds. The statistics that are issued also do not reveal whut 
progress in that direction has been made by particular Provinces. Especially 
in the case of Bihar the present rate of production is not what it could have 
been and this is so simply for lack of proper attention being devoted in that 
bahali. •

L Jo not wish to say anything further. But I  will say that if the controls 
are worked eiTiciently and the supplies are regulated properly the legislation 
proposed would no longer be necessary. Whatever laws we already have would 
suffice. I  think the paesing of any new legislation of a novel kind would be like 
administering a poisonous medicine to an already weak patient.

8M l Gkjivl&d Das: I  move: ,
‘̂Thut the question be now put.**

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: The question is:
'̂ThAt the question be now put/

The motion was adopted.
M l. K. T. Sliali; I have followed with very dote attei^tioii end infareel

the debate that took place on my motion to refer the Bill for the punishment 
of tax-tvuders and black-marketeers to a Select Committee, and I am happy 
to find that by far the large majority of this House has cordially supported my 
proposal, that is to say, the principle underlying it, even though there moy he 
doubts and differences ae regards the actual wording or the chances of i t i  
iiTiplementation. Hardly two or three people have in anyway opposed the 
principle underlying the BSl, for t h ^  seemed to be doubttol irhiMm  by su d i 
a measure we cun abolish the evil. I frankly recognise that law by itself is not 
competent to correct human nature. I t  is my faith in human nature rather 
than my doubt about it that has prompted me to bring forward a measure 
of this kind, whose defects and deficiencies nobody is more aware of than 
myself. L aw  is only u guide post, something that guides you, a rule of 
conduc t, and it is up  to you to see that that rtile of conduct is followed. An 
hon. friend spoke of th»̂  v a s t piles of statutes which consist of dead ^aws, law* 
made inoperative by the defects of the human agencies administering those 
law s. I w ould like to remind him and also this House that a law  is n*/tliinp 
h u t an expression, particularly, in a democratic society, of the predominant 
^^entimeiit townrdw nn evil, towards a hardship, which a society, throucjli 
true representatives, wants to oorreot, and if th a t ooireotion is nc^ suffldeni, 
if thfit correction is r o t  enough, is not adequate to root out the evil, the f.mlt 
lies not in the desire of th e  mind which tries to seek a rem edy , but in the 
lim lln tion  of th e  h u m a n  agency w hich  is going to effect th a t  rem edy . T im e 
nTid nnjirn r€*fer'*nce ling been m ade  to  th e  inadequacy  or p e rh ap s  inel^ici<n«<iv 
of thf' nd rn ijiistra tive  r.geneies w hich  are going to  carr>' o u t  th e  low. I for 
one believe th a t  w hile u charge  like this is true, it is also possible to urge that 
once a law of th is  kind is m ad e , once legislative sanction is given to the 
m axim um  punishment tn  offenders of this character, the «dministrati>rs 
then iK ehvs will tak e  tht w arning , and i t  is of course th e  duty of the respomi* 
ble MiniKterfi to  see th a t  these administrators no longer neglect a positive 
A ct, a n ro n o u n cem en t of the Legislature such as we are attempting here 
to 'la y . Sir. we are Jiving in an age of parliamjentary responsibility, I
think M’niftt^rs themselves ought to be the first to repudiate any suggestion 
thflt, nfter a clear indication of the mind of the Porliam(?nt is jjiven. they
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would still tolerate administrative inefficiency and incompetence in carryisg 
it out. I am aware, Sir, that there is slacJmess, there is a certain degree oi 
inefficiency or even coiruption in the public services of which eotnplaiiits 
being heard time and again and evils of the nature which this Bill seeks to 
remedy have flourished perhaps because of this factor among others, but I  
would like to point out that before you lay the fault at the door of the services, 
you mui)t make sure that you are not doing an injustice to a body of men, 
hard-working men, who according to their light are trying to do their best to 
jtbe extent thai^ the  weapons whioh you haveiglyen ibam  wfll enable tbam  |d> 
do. I am by no means an unqualified admirer of the ways and methods of 

4 P M  public services. But, 1 am bound to say that before charges
* * erf coriruptfen, înefficiency, and incompetence are laid at theixl

door, those of us who do so must also search our hearts and see whether we 
ourselves do not contribute to bring that &:bout, and whether our social system 
as such does not contribute a great deal to bring about that very inefficiency 
of which we complain. Therefore, I think that legislation of positive direction 
of this kind is necessar} to enable the services to carry out the intent and 
purpose of such legislation and expression of the mind of the legislators in 
this behalf. While, therefore, recognising the prevalence of this sentiment, 
while theiefore adn«ittiug thut there may be something to be said about the 
administration being unable always to carry out to the full the spirit and the 
letter of such legislation, I  would like the House to realise that once this Bill 
is accepted, a legislation of this kind is properly enacted— 1̂ am not sugges^g 
.tba  ̂ the Bill bcffore the House is the best & at could have been £rWed— for 
one am sure that the loyal services of the State, under the headship of 
responsible Ministers, will not fail to serve your cause properly.

The next point that I  would like to deal with is that the punishment 
suggested is perhaps excessive in the opinipn of some people. I  must thank 
my hon. friend Mr. B. Das for reminding us or telling the House that I  am 
bv„ nature a ,ve^ no^-violent person. I  was born a Jain a^d a profound , 
biliever aU6 in the ioCtrihe of l?on-violence. As. such, if I  am driven to 
suggest a punishment of this character, if I  am driven to such drastic methods 
as this, may I assure the House that it is the result of a profound conviction 
that shorter measures, more liberal or more indulgent measures will not 
succeed? It is after all a balancing of evils. I t  is after all seeiug whether 
methods of this character would succeed in proportion to the evil that these 
methods have to deal with. I do not wish to engage in any metaphysical 
discussion regarding the scope and effect of criminology and penology; nor 
would I like to go into a disquisition about the possibility of correcting man­
kind by punitive measures of this character. Left to myself, or speaking only 
of abstract philosophy, I  would also agree that death sentence as such is only 
a confession of the weakness of society in not being able to deal with habitual 
criminals or even occasional criminals in the manner in which they should be 
dealt with. Crime, in my opinion, is a symptom of ttie general maiaise which 
attacks individuals as perhaps a prevailing epidemic may attack. But, I  will 
not be able to figree with that hon. Member who would like us to go into, the 
origin, the root cause of all this. He is content, no doubt, by ascribing all 
the blame to the system of controls. He says, because these controls are 
there, these evils have come about and so long as these controls remain, these 
evils will also persist. I am afraid an enquiry of this nature will only lead us 
much too far out of the way to make us ever effective. If one is to ask why 
were these controls necessary, who imposed the controls, how did they operate, 
why have we inherited them, why do we continue them, why do we still 
pertiiiBt in them. 1 am afi*aid, eventually, we will be forced to come to the 
conclusion that the first clause, the ultimate cause and the source of
every evil is God, that combination of Hart and which is my hon.

21M  PARLIAMENTABY DEBATES [26tH MaB. 1960



friend Mr. Kamath, who bo believes in God that he will condemn himself to 
perpetual silence or this day at least by the mere suggestion that God is the 
iouree dt itU ^til. This, I suggest* is a futile inTestigatbn to lead yourself 
Into m  enquiry bf the first eause. Whatever be the cause, whatever be the 
ultitnato oHgin uxid source of all evil, let us realise that the evil persists. 1 
toi i l̂ad io  see that txotie of ihe speakers who have taken part in this debate 
trtll d ^ y  tlie Existence of the evil. Even those who have tried to sdft-pedal 
t t e  Ostende cf the etrit have tried to bring in extenuating oix*cumstance8 like 
their, in the phSt. having contributed to the struggle for independence in the 
shape of funds. Such contributions, known to .be from concealed money, may 
have had, if not a justification, at least n explanation in those days when the 
foreigner rultd in the land, when the ert re nation was opposed to the presence 
of the foreign ruler and was determined to do everything to see that the 
administration of the foreigner could not be carried on smoothly if it was 
against tho declared wishes of the people. I do not think it is right and fnir 
to compare even by analogy the •sftrnrttOT which existed in 1942 mid the 
situation m which we are today. If these people have contributed to our 
Struggle, would they insist upon this as consideration for continuing immunity 
to them even today? I  hope the hon. Member who put forward this analogy 
will not accept this inevitable conclusion, if his principle is to be put to iU 
logical conclusion, that we should show, continue to show immunity and 
indulgence to these people, who, simply because, some years ago, they 
contributed to our struggle for swaraj, they are now persisting in their evil 
ways, wh»ch may have had their explanation in the days when foreignerp 
roicMl in ttte lu ij; but which lio bnget ban Ibe regi^ed as social or benradal 
or less than criminal acts today. I feel certain, Siti that the mind of the 
House is clear on this subject that the evil exists and that it is up to us to deal 
with the evil. In that connection, I  must e3c]jress my gratitude to the hon, 
P’lnh!pce Minister who, at the very outset of this debuts*, madp clear thr. rnind 
of the .Govenmient on this subject. He has declared Jibsii the Oovem- 
ment themselves contemplate bringing forward a measure' which will deal, 
according to his light, at any rate> very severely with the fJax-evader by 
raisin^' the punishment from six months to seven years. But, Sir, seven years 
niight pass just as much as six months. There is only one punishment from 
which there is no recall, the punishment that I  €im prOi»sing here, if awarded.

[Shrim ati Dcjrgabai in the Chair.

While recognising that this is the attitude of Goveniment in this respect,
I  am constrained to add that very often assurances have been given in this 
House or outside, which have not always been lived up to in the spirit if not
in the letter also of assurances of that kind. I  would, therefore, urge on the
hon. Finance Minister and his colleagues in the Cabinet that the problem is 
so complicated and ramified all throughout society that they should not allow 
any delay, any excuse or any pretext whatsoever in the way of dealing with 
it strictly. We must deal with it strictly; we must deal with it without any 
mercy; we must deal with it in such a manner that to the best of our ability 
we may eradicate the evil from anK)ngst ourselves. I would have therefore 
asked that instead of opposing this Bill, instead of suggesting the rejection 
of the mea«urB,.he ought hims^f to be the first to support the principle of it. 
Because, after all, a t this stage, when the Bill is being rafem^ to a Select 
Committee, the House is committed and every Member of the House is 
committed to noibing more than the principle imderlying the Bill, namely, 
that those who are guilty of such practices deserve to be vei^ drantically 
punished and the extent of the punishment, the nature of the evidence, the 
method of trial, are all to be determined later. While I recognise the criticism 
of my hon. friend Dr. Beshmukh regarding the imperfections in the wording 
q( tiiis Bill, I  am ture the Selaot Oommittee must oomct all these deleota*
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Even if the Select Committee succeeds in almost radically transfonnixig tb6 
Bill, it could hi> re-published and brought back to the House in a corn]^telj 
new form. I would however not press this point too far, if only because I  
recognise that the whip having gone though the verdict is in my favour the 
vote >̂ ill bo against me. Therefore, recognising that discretion is the better 
part of ’\alour, I would, in view of the assurance that the hon. Finance 
Minister has given, in view of the spirit of the House which I have come to 
know from the Hpeeches made, in view also of the inherent defects in wording 
tr I ot this measure, if the House would permit me I would beg leave to 
witljdruw this measure.

'J hi! liill wag, by leave, withdrawn.

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE8 [25TH M aR. 196f*

PROHIBITION OF MANUFACTURE AND IMPORT OF HYDROGENATED 
VEGETABLE OILS BILL

5TfT : I  beg to move :
“T.'mi the Bill to provide for the prohibition of manufacture and import of hydrogenated 

ve;;ota!jie oils, be taken into oonBideration."

TOT V f j B T T  t  ^ i f i w  (vegetable oil) 
vr ifoevT (Indian Union ) ( hydrogenate )
*iT Hr vNte (im port) aptimr

ww ^  fntT ft t  • arnm ( vegetable oil )
^  tiAfT

(vegetable ghee) «wiwfir iJt % ^ ^—ihrhis ®trw i
amm 3PPC aftr ^  ^  (hydrogenate) f w  n̂tr, ^

Vt f’F’TT ^  ^unR i ^  W*TT̂ #  ^  W  ftw ^  #  «n^
3Ti  ̂I (hydrogenation) *(>t ^  ̂  ^ anw

>1̂  ^nni, JT?
fs(F I 3ft Pr 9m str ST amB
rro« ftiTO (statem ent of objects and reasons) ^  1 1 vnvrfff
Pp 3irJt ^  ̂  r̂Rft ̂  ^  "T ^  ^ i anftrr ?r« f
3T1T »T ^  t  ^  »»n’ Prowt • ^  ^  ^ t  ftp

^  f̂ nrr r̂r ^  ^  ^  ^  ^
^  ^  jt "Pt ? 1 a A v ^  ^

(Object and Reasons) f  1

vnw t  ^  ^  ̂  v n ^ fir  ’ft w  wiwyn si'rff 11
^wt * n ^  t  5»  ( scientists ) Êt (view) %

(case) ^rPrt
9RT «Tt ^ Plf >15 ^  ?l*5̂ PRft % JlTT " (case)

^  WIST *r^ *TT, € Ir wi^i *nrp "tt %?r w  f^rff frrr ^ ifrt ^  >i
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t  vr t ,  ^  ^  wfw
f  8t»?̂  aft vA’fhft (eoonomy)t, fsr fiuw ^  t  arfr̂
fTOR wr?̂  ^  irtftpff Ir M  ‘̂, ^  tTWC *fr̂  ̂f  art?:
l A f t n f f T T j [ ^ T ? : » j i T R V T ? r ^ ^ 3 T < r r f t * r # f f r ^  
!PT!nr t, ^  qrflv«n<« ivWWt ( agrioultural economy ) ^  «pm 
T w  t<T7i*m ̂  w  W W vft arrtt t  mu ift vmr :uf^ fimr iroT t  V T c V'TRRfir
^  ^  fft 3ft anft aiwft ^  war? ^  'tt f,

*1? fW VT (IrIT 5 ft> W*Jl ^  srlf fTfriT ^̂ TFTRt ̂  IT?, 
wr fiw?r I ĵ?r ?ft firff® w w  (middle class families) f̂t

fr *Rî T?>FT n*TFRfn q T ^  «FT?ft WT ^1^, art VTTPTfir iTmr I
?̂ *PT ^HiriRi W ^<HI 'Tf̂ lT f , VfipF aT̂TSff *ft pTff ̂

sftr 5Tt a)«rfl ^  TT% im r  ̂  ^ftt ap^ ̂  wiwRi ftw  f̂ rr ^ i arc 
crtr Tt w w  fv n  w  <At Vff fW % ipsA^ # g’TVT vrfte 

(interest) ( clash ) wrsf
qfew afrtWFT (public opinion) % ftw ( circulate ) r̂tr

aiw I t  an*rar j  % i?vH^ aira ?fiT!jT ?MT firr  ̂?rrt ^  % »Ntpr iff ^  % jtr% 
(committed) t f r  f*wft qro vr v i 4"

*1̂  51% % ĈTir f  ftr 3| ,̂?nr ^  ^  VTw (rural eocmomy) «ft
^WT55i^f^r?PTreqfiT'^t%!irraiTT|^^r^ (uhatter) aftc arrfft7€

TVtifhft (agricultural economy) ^  frpnr T«m aftt fw ^ f aftt 
Tt 5̂T*r ̂ JTT *FT W*T ^ I ^TflWr ^  ^  ft*

^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ?it SfJff T!J>r aiM*(\ ?TffflT
?r aftt r̂ v t ^  ^ ft* ^  ^  ^  ww w  t^Tprfir ̂  ^
i^HT <Brr (fraud) ^  ?Fnnr t^ht impir f, iTff ?̂r vr gwr 1 1 ^
3TFT ^  VWV VT ^TI*TT WT̂ ^T I ^

3R̂ [WT ^  T?T v y  ^ :
“ It oud̂ ht not really to be called ranaapati gheif although it generally ^ueii bv thot 

name. No one can have any quarrel with vanatjfati which means the leaves of flowerft 
fruits, and vegetables. But when it presumes to pass as something else it becomes poison. 
Vanaapnti is not and can never be ghee. Ghee or butter is the fat contents of milk drawn 
from an animal. I'o sell vegetable oil or butter in the form and name of yhte is to deceive 
the Indian public. No Government should countenance such sale. No wonder that njortality 
figures are on the increase and there is lack of energy in the people. Anyone* who decĉ ives 
in this regard or countenanceB the fraud is an enemy of India.'’

!Td# ?r >v ^   ̂«t;? jstft ?rf^ ftnrr «jt:
•*lt is clear that the mischief arises principally from the greed of the very persons who 

worship the cow.” •

aik ^  ^  5  ̂«n4 «n?ft t  ftp fST % >iTw>PPT  ̂^  ^

**Vana9paU if wholly laperfluona. Oils majr be refined of injurious property, but they 
■hould not be solidified, nor need they be made to look like gh^e. An honest manufacturer 
wCl not stoop to counterfeits. The marVrt i« flooded with them. Cfmnterfeif coin« are



keilily  Why not counterfeit iince the genuine article is much more
preeioui than coin? But the sovereign remedy lies in all round honetty among dealers, 
who are in a hurry tb become rich even at the cost of the health of the nation.*'

amfr If  firw TT fjrariT ^  «rr *nr-
♦ftiR (black marketeer) ^  ^nn ^  »nn 'TT i ^
<<iw ^  fiTT *frj, W t ’if t 'fh r t i anftnc ^  5ft
'WTCT ^  f  i#w?5fTT(tax-evader)«ft^^rTtw«f^^5rraTt' 
fm  aft ’TJRTHT ?t% t  f?yp5r % f  qrft fr wr. ^  5iH«ft i

3Tf ar̂ T emr w  «r 1 1  3W3t% ar# ^r^cir f  sr?: 3T?r<?
^  ^ I ^  ’I?^  f r  STPT ^H^(d ^  VlT^TTfWzTf 5

>1? ^  3RTT ^?T ^ WT flRTpWT ^  I ST̂ TT STTT ^  ^

*Rvifw ^  rft srrs^ ^  anmiT snir ^  §Pn(i ^  r̂̂ rnr tiwẑ  ^
m  mm  ( experts ) ^  rm t?fr ^  t ' *pt ^rfrr i  ?rarffw
^  % W VlW^ ^  VTPrf^ ^  5 ^  ?Tf><TT I ^ f f  TW *T^ 3T*n: STPT f W

^ fft f?T Tl^ TT ^  TT i  ^  TPT I  fv ^
% ^  !T^ SfT  ^RkTT I 3W IT? pF̂ TTf t  ' ’T? ami! # fJ T r  ^

fNvrW 5^ ^ I ^  fw«ai ■*TJTT ^.1 TT Pphi *PTT *TT I

aftr 'N'I'w Rt *tt aiwr arwir Twr *tht aftr Jir| flrflRf ̂ stt Pf ^  ^  srfVr ^
I  ^  "TT ^  k iF |w  lift sftr it’P »ft T̂  I mRs«ra> aft

^  ^  T>̂  »R t|  3ftr #  WT »rt' aftT 'J’TVt ^T^ 5TT?
^  ift ?t qift I

: v m m w : s?t s m  ^ftft VRqfir <t ^ I

5T^  yr»N^: ?ft ^ *r# ^  TfT «TT f*F ^  3ftT VR*rf^ V f >i?PT-

<ST l| I 3W STTT ^  TT <Wlrt ^h<*iH4' ftff ^  ^  ^  TT

wTw <fi<Hr?4 ^  ?T ?T«r ^  TT ^  T̂wr ̂  i ^  ;?€ tt Pit  t ?:wt j  anjt
ft? sn̂ iT if, %, Ji«ci«i ffft'i’T % 9r|f ft* ?T ^  ^

ftnft ^  ^  f!T|ra?T ̂ rojr snr? i  i ?»Tr̂  ff<rrT w f%»f # ^
3TJ«pc^ €^ r^ % M «iT ir, ift.a frr^ R - 

^  ^  ^  I 3HR 5!TW ^  #  »TTJI ^  TIT f  ^  31T% T̂? % VRT ^  TPT

^ 3tT?ft t  aftT JT? tfT ^  r̂ TT 'JTSTTT t  • ^  W >nt ^  ^ fT  ^  %T

^  Irr 51̂  W , ’TTT?, ^>5? aftT <1̂ ? iTT <̂ft 11 Kfsr a f lf f  T>

<T^ ^  ^  Jj’ft'FT̂  T ff^  (uniform policy) % ftr«T f̂ ffTT afk f̂\<THT ^  >TT«ft 
TT3ftw-4Tq5 T̂T ^ar^aro%rtt3»r»r»ft11
(National Calamity) ^ firing ar f̂vnr ^  f r  t?T ^  wm mm  ftr 
»rrifir̂ ^TT«PTT}3iTf ? 5T5aT#̂ Tt5ftfir̂ r5aTTi%PF̂ 3TrT?»Tr̂ t̂ 4«PTK 
^ 3̂ iTt ^'nfwfft spTpft ^ ^  w? ift^ 'nf|*J fr  ^̂ i’tt ^  fsr •tt  ̂f ^  ^
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sTTT
^  ^  ^  T̂TW fTR^pr Pi» ?rpft ^  ift̂ r ^ir tN" ^  ^  t  ^
^nrw ^  5 ^  ^̂ TRiff if ttt? ^  ^  ^  i

yn; <m\[Mij :̂ a ^  # w c m  fw r ?

5TJT ^  ^  wIU  ̂ (̂0?̂  f r  JT5 ^  Ĵ TT ? tp»
1%^iJ 3ftr ?R> firw vr ^ i Jiftw >sn^

(coasistent policy)
«ft ftr ^  ft> irofefr ( artillery ) ^  ^
^  I *1? ^  ^  ^  ^  ^ I mŝ  i3[̂  ft̂ ft ^  f̂ TO% ffff

3ftr 9#^ *̂ [T̂  IV «||fd<wO % ^  T̂T fW T̂R I ̂
^ n r ^ ^ ^ a f t r t ^ ^ - t ^ f ^ ^ a r ^ ^ f l ^ c R r ^ s r T ^ ^ T r f ^ ^ T ^ P p  ^  ♦w 

i?ft iT̂ r ^  *i5t 9Rvi?t f t  f r̂o# TOB ^  fwr ^  t ^
5y rf^  55tt̂  t  31̂  w?T fipiT w  ?ft 5f̂ w r̂r̂ TO ^  inft ^  

m \ \ ^

*|5t aftr JRTFT T̂W5 ̂  ̂  3T®# ̂  •ft I ®RT ̂ nf^ t  W
^  m m  ^  ^  l ^ m  ^  <f \

3T# ^  T^ T̂ Pf ^  ^  ?[T  ̂t  ^  ^  S’® iTfhff
^v ip r VTift WTfTTPnTTirr̂ TV̂TT]! I I w  ^
nw ^  arorft r̂ ^fsnr 11 arrrtft w t ^  r̂
(extract) w  ^  5^  ^TT  ̂j  fv ^  ^  n^o-n® ? ffipr ^rrt
t^if! # ̂  ^  ipFR^ ^ Pro T̂T? ftF*iT 3ftr >ĵ f»T (direct)

1̂9* ^ ^  ^ 1 ipfi% ^frmr m̂ nrfET̂  ^ fv^rpr
^ JRFTf̂ f 3ftr ^  iTT̂ ^ »fl2r f?5W f  I ^ 3TTM̂ ft’̂T’TT T̂TpiT
f  •

gft T̂? ^IWC ^mpr iffl̂ T ?

'fpRwr sfyr wnfv t ?i><hi i$* Pf ^  ^Rrncftrj ^ ^
r̂r?w ^  fMPfwO ^  ^ 3ftr *f’̂T5 ^  wv?fT f  Ptt ̂ rjf ^  ^trt wt ^4f^

^ gF|^ TC f?T 3T59TPT PP̂TT ^ I ^  ^  ^t»j^ PF w i ’J’TRt T̂HT
Pi!*f̂  3ftr W5W'fhiif^rT(rPvsvp#t^T^^'viP'5TvPFF5R^^^ vvT^pFwnr 
^  *ite ? i V i f t  iprtV ^  ^ I

^  anft ̂  *?f ̂  11 w  ^ ftwr f  Pf» ^  vflpmr ftpiR
^ ^  T̂R <wcfi ^  f̂>i?T ^ 9frnn *jinTr Pfht *rt< ^  ^rot irnr^ ^
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aft w in nw  T?!r?r f f  Pi> ^  ftjff ^ % wt»T aprflr >rnff ^  ^  ^

Kn»r»î  I 1 1 3 r r ^ » i m T t  Riwi'̂ Pw
^ ^  ^  I »n^ «flf I iTvlviT # % !Fftf w n
%Pft ^  # wtn Tf ^  I TO ^ ^  9 '. wwr iAsft ^

?t wrar *nf sftt ww itjit ^  i

?TF ft> Hivai *TT 3W ^  *ft, ^  ̂ hT?T
«ft, fir *n# TO ^  8(Vt TO ^  >FT wtnf n anHT *[TRt Pr t  sftr ann wi?y-

w f  TiHi 1 5iTCTTf%ij ?n?5r #, ?nfri ft’awTf i  ftr ar̂ ft
I w ^  I w ^ v t S s H  (quotation) ^ f w r ? r  11 ^am^tT an^?rfff # g% 
8T* «FV»IT I

^  >t anf TT TfT «iT ^  *n| *ft ft> ?iT irvf#®? arnB ^Pnrjrr ^  <ii<r<** 
f  4 •TT fWr +<.fll 5 'tl̂ lK f%5 ’fTTlJT fV̂ N ^5^ JIT ft> ’fllJR̂TT ^
•T >1̂  flraf ^  ^  I vi% ®)wî i ’S' anf vt*it • î îi f  ftt arnr an^ f̂wpiT ^
aft Mirŵ  t  ^  ^  «ift ^ ftf fare% aro ffwnr # F<yn«TTgir
( recognize ) f w ^  ft? ii? ^  w ifir  i  ^  ^  % armrf ^
^  *ft aftr n̂' 5?*nr ̂  i  ̂Tir#t i j r t t  ̂  <ft fanfrvr
mw *CT? sittwn vi|€t (Cattle Protection Committee) «tt, %s »frf^ ?Rr 

V’*n5ter (important member) ^  arrft frrtt %“
aPT̂  ^  «ft vraRwiT? VR>rî *Y»V»VFft (cattleindustry)
% f’T^m wRp : t f ^ P i > T f t s r  ift Iff gft# TT ̂  viRq% vt ttvT
arprm V*T % «p*r ^  f5?nT»T ftniT aim ^  ^  % ippt5*% ^  % sit>t % n aiT

1 ^  ^  ^  W T  TT^ Jnm, ?WT̂ ^ ift aw ?r?
^  ^«n: TO ^  ̂  Ptitt, arnror > rm  ft«n ftnrtf

TTfqtfrT«Bqfari t  ?»ft̂  ^r ittt ^  
f  I ^  tm »f »TOT <ft q? VT T̂f̂ rr f  <n: ^ i 4 ?rrtt ^

Tfffl jj ^  ?ft <!»*Vl 51 Art'll f^Wr *Tf VT »̂1HI ■̂ l̂ nr jj :

f5jjf ^  % 5ITJT % ?rm ‘»ft’ >̂T sitrrr ^  i?TT wirftr jt?
rrv smr ir wt^r ^  ? i tft % 'TJst ttw? «ft ^ ierwr <n t  q̂ [W5T

fan art aftr ^  afi?R sftr "tt̂  ?fN^ % aftr ^  ift ^  afV̂  
aftr yr ^ n « r  fwr ^wwtift % «T^^i«f%fJiT-

?<JT ^  ̂  ^if  ̂'T^ r̂r̂  ^  ^  siPi "tt ^  anwr f  a#tt
^  ^  ^  q^aft % qfTwr >ft vmr  ̂ i ^rrrn: ^  jtot % % wNf
^  ^Tf^ I anrr jtt»t #  W  afti^ir ^  jt ftnir an ^  5ft >rnT Ir ^  t o  ^  

TT ^  TT Iht PP ^  ^  'ft »T ?nw i”
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JWR % ani^TTh: st ijv jrtst ^  arrfr w r  ^  i ^
f«rf5rFrr f  w  4 3rr<r% wr«r# Tf vk ^•mrn ^ ;

% wnriT ^ arn? % v t i  i

ar̂ Terr % 3tw?!t f  11 ^^fTRr vlr 3'?7ffT t  ^  firw^rr i j f t ^

»raT 11 ^  ^  fvffpff ^  ^fnr^rr % ^  g«TrJT v t#  wrffĵ f i”

35T̂ ft *T5 TT<r ^  i  I ^  ?n-«T?ŵ f sreraK «pr
«nrr f̂ <r4' ^  wt <ft i # # ̂ r 7f Tf r f  i ?r<r (connection)
# >T?r?«n ar> ^  aft w  «fr 4’ wT w  ft ?r>7: t?: ^  »t< ^ :

"arfffft srt ^¥r?: % arrff T?r »rr^ aft?: ??f v t srf^

aftr «ft T f *FT»T fspT nffft «PT «r«rr ar̂ rwpr ^  arr̂ T̂ TT i ^  q'̂  

TT555T «ir<Trf % % Jrarr̂ T f̂ 5J ^  r̂iT<ft i ? ff M P r m ?

T t frs tr ^TrJTfft^iT i # w  v r few €«r̂ *r frr^rr jj ft?

3R^  r̂ PniPT?r srp^si-iT f> rr '?nf^  a ik  ¥¥t?r ?ft 

T̂ r ft̂ p  ̂% iiiTfT f5Trflrr i f»rwnre v r srrfirv t?w ?ft t  f t , «rc«*r 

Tfw  ^  ^rrft-fr ^nr iTff?r ^  f  i ir§ ar»^ ^  »TT̂ *r

t  f r  ^̂ TPTfer «ft n  ar^wt ^  rw r v o f  ?r^ ^  «ft# t  i ^  | f e  ?r 

* T ^  v r v?!TT t  ftr 5rrf<Tfir ^  ar̂ wt <t v r v»ft sr̂ f ^  i ”

an^ TTt Tr»T f€%  Ttfewni) f  I 4' !#flrr arn^ ar# v r  t?t m  WT«rTT ^iflKfH^ #

^  fs w   ̂ ^  r̂a>T <3 9T  ̂aftr ?[€ ?ITf TT ^ :

‘‘There was a very severe famine in Hissar in 1900 and 1901. At that time yAcc induitry 
fwaa flourishiiiLC in that tiact and it had not to compete with any other cheap suMitutv 
like Vaiicupati, The result was that the cultivators by sale of gh^t at a reasonable prioe» 
oottld afford to s»ve four lakbt of their cattle out of the total of 6*23 lakhs. But what 
happened in the famine of 1930 and 1940, when out of a total population of 6*6 iakha of 
oatUo in that very District, only two lakhs could be saved, l^ is  was in spite of the 
Punjab Government spending over a crore of rupees while nothing was spent in IMMU 
and a few lakhs more by Congress, Homanitarian League and other philanthropic
associations."

4>f vr ftr^ ftrjrr ait Pp f«rrt msrsftJr »Tf?T h inft
f f r  aftr «T«r ftnrnr % f?j»t «tt w  arvR t :

“f fm i ŵ JTUT >T«n t  ft? ^ <T f̂?TT-3r«ft ^  w»r

^̂ TtRT I m r  ^  3R ^  TT W  TtilT  JTf affffpft ?T<mT 3TT t  •

^ 5 n ? T fir^ !r? ft* ^ 8 ftT * T ^ ^ tIa f» rc ^ ^ « !rT » rrt^ '^ fjr? ? iflr t 

^  ^  .T^ ^nrr aftr ^  ^  ?r>WT ^  s t r  t̂»!TT fifiiT

aftt ^5 sfl?TT ift  ^  :i*mrr i>t«r?r i ^  ?r aft 8rr»r^  ^

^  JT?r f?w r <t f»nfr «̂rr 11 T<r TJrprfer % vr?:«r ^  v t s^sraK T j^

?ft JTeftan «r? fW r Pp 7r<T# % art arm vft fir« ^  f  M€ wT5r«ft a ik  

n irrft ^  w pm  i antn: #?ft q r atr «ri*rr aft̂  w  ?rttv



% 3f?̂  ^  ^  frffpft ^  i ^  w  ^ns> amvr
«TH ?€ fJĉ rrar t  ft? arrr <r̂  Tj^ ^  i”

’T? \ f  firPrFJT fn?f # ¥<r r̂fvT 9j?:»rRr «rr 1 1 <>rwffr |  fv 
3rra>i[P>rTr vr err?^ jTHt f » i r ^ # « r  ( olaim ) ^  W
ft?iw  ^  ^  5T  ̂ i %ftriT arnr ^  t-  ^
^  flf Ht t  Pp ?’rr^ ^  ^  ct?:<r <̂n?T <t?^  %
^  ’pTT !?JTm t  ? V<6 it firqrJ^e # tjWTiff (experts)
^  »ft %m €«r, ^nrtrr % it , ^  % M-jhSfirsn
(representatives) w  afV̂ 3rr7<r # Ĵ funrwr fffjn
*rirr I g?T «f>ff ^  ^  ^  % in^ »wr f̂ F w
^  3TT̂  vr ^ firJTT 3rriT i f® % f?y  ̂̂  f t  5»^ i f
»rqT I %ftr̂  arrTflrt (vested interests) % !?fT ŵ rsr farr i irwr
f3TT fip n  ^ ftr g;r ^rrft >PK îvf!f % ’sr̂ rar t  ?*rvt »rw
?!%?y ^  ?»r I 13r i «p?:̂ r r̂̂ err i  % r̂̂ r 5TT ( interests )
?rr?w*r f  4' ^̂ irc ( injure ) ^CTr tT ’ ffi ^ st ?»rf^ ^  Wf»«r?>?r ^
11 ^fr ?rif ( hydrogenation ) w 7 ^ ^5 arTJft ^  w#r
9T«rft er?:? ar̂ rrt afk vr»t tw  i A  ?rr«T f  1 P̂iffT ?.; »r§wnft ?<r «fr w
^  ^  >̂TT ST ft? ^ I 5»TTfV r^ 13fk,
% «rĤ  ^  ^  I, ark arR«rr f  ft? ĵtrf wt̂ r % anrt

?rw 5Trf»T5y f, wffir srrftn: w  % r̂sr?: %W'*t (major Section) ^  %fiT 
TT ^  ^  <K 11 anf '«rr5?rr i  ff> ftnS f  fr  arrr ftr̂ ft

% ̂ *fnrr*T ? fv ^  t t  5tt*?w?f •wsft ̂  anr̂ ft *pt wsrnfw ̂
I ^  5» !iiff I W ̂ FT̂ qfir ^  ijTfT tr arrar <rr ?ft wt»r fti+mn
^  aftr JT5 wrftr'ft «rT 1 ^

CT wr^ % *fTO ’TT, 5^  ^  ^  25T arniT 1 ^ P n  •nff ft?
^  i|ii^ VtftrCT P̂TT̂T̂  I ^^^
?0,0 00 2̂ r ^  l̂̂ TT <TT, ^ ' f ’̂  25T ^  ^  W!T I f«nw
fv ^RT sTSĴIV ^  arrjrnr ?ft 3RT̂  ?ft ftrft #if)f ^  5p«ff ^ arr ?w?tT 1 9f^ ^

T5 ^  % 3P?tT ^  ^  fjfTT VW ITT, ’T?f fi r̂rc ^  STTT apR
%T ^  ^  !?raf ?rt arrrrt ?Tff5!frw5r «ft i

Shri B. Das : Because during tbe war tbe English soldiers
ate all our cows and calves.

tiftwcwfr fwr <tMw : firesr <mr # aft ^  ( interruption)
ftnn 3RTW «lft «jrf 'TTOT t  ^  ^  ^
*rft ftwif 11 aft ̂  ftf Nt^fWr (vegetarian) ^  i ,̂ 3|^
ift  ̂ ^ftr»i>RTWT'^r¥t I »T5 *T̂f (necessity) Irift’N ttfW
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’T’lT ^  ( non-vegetarian ) ’ift ^  ^
fJram m, ^  %?t ?Jt*T ’ft % ftwnr ftfff «r<nr tw  f  1

<fr ( perfect food ) f  *1̂  ?Pr«Tr *n«rft  ̂ 1 wtn
?ft ^  ^  ^  snvT STT  ̂ ftfPHT 7W f ■ I ^  sr# v^?rr f  aftr m[ If

ftr ^ i T  s f tr -d fw  r̂ ftr^ >ri^ % wrff ^  f^Rpft ^  »ppt ftna 
^ 3?fiTr fr «t«ff  ̂f*fr«TT̂nT I ?TTT (war)
Ir vnr Pfrqr f , aft?: «rrqr it? f r̂ <tr̂  ^  Pr ^  ^  wfift ^
ffrr ^  ?TfT ftJTT I ’Tf wt«r ^  ftp «nr (war) ?r »ftw
^  5T̂  3TR̂  «T I f »  TK (war) ^  JTsr? ^ 3(Yt f » 'Trrft?PT ( partition ) 1?T
^  ^ ?pnt »ft5̂  aftr ?r^K irr irrft ^  »nm̂  1 jt? ^  *rr
ftr f^<r^ fTCTT *r?rtrar ^  »ft̂  ̂>jr»T r̂̂ r srrar «tt 1 ^  nt?5T !T̂  wr?rr m aftr ^
5HK ^  <ft̂Tr <7T, 3TJT 5> jjf f  I 3r<TT ^  aftr ^  ^  >P»fr ^  ’Tf aî
3T<n: >Tî  fT55?r afV̂ «ft »m ?ft T̂TTcrr f  Pp'3T?t ?wr w
f>T dl'r̂ 'Sb  ̂ rft ?wra>T d«)i5 ^  ^f5f*ir I IT? ^SfiPT d<.̂  W   ̂ ^9T ft> ^o 'ft'o VT

srr«f T?yrarr 1 ^  ^  95#  ^ arh: »iWf ^  %
Tt i  fsnr^ IT? arq̂  ^ ^  3r?ft¥ f  1 VTHnft ffr ?P5? ^  "iff 

t  ^  *T̂  ¥»ff?n: arT̂  »iTiT, srVt ^  ppff ?>t?
Jxirra ̂  ^  TT ? 13T»n: ^  5̂ ?Rf>fl- «Pt ̂rr̂ TiT w*ft ^ ?ft fffvr ^

ft? 3tt<t ann: ^  f, ?ft ?*r ar? sr̂ Tr̂  fv str «ft afrr:
?rr? ?r T̂  I 3t<r <ft jj^ 'tt ^  fsrvnrjT h !
^ 31̂  qnHfn ^  ̂  3T<T!T 9>T>T ^ 3T*TT̂ ?ft M'HIIT

^  fT3ft5ijT?R ( re B o lu t io n ) 't r t  fr«Tr ftr ^  t»t ftrnT amr 1
<f<wiw »nnT^u smR m  ^  ’if  1 w ?  «rr f r  ^  w nm ft
(eoonomy) ^  jh| «ft «rrw ^  r^r ̂  m  >T3pW^ ams ?P»«n # wr ^P^nmr
Pfht I <T  ̂ »TT<f4<g % ^im anr jt? ^  jan «rr «ft? ^
anf% ?TT ^’Rni'^9’ (experts) «f jt? Pp^jn^ trt

»T̂ TT̂ 35T%*r̂  W JI? ^  W  ftf iT? gf an#i? I aJTlT ? ?
aRw«i»Tan  ̂% c w i n r f > i f ? r  vt Ptvtw ^ P p

-̂ -ff'rf'rr ^TTf^arT?t%afh:g^rfft<^!T «F??r%ian5TTft>»ij^«i!^ amft 
^  pF PPTT arnr arr  ̂?n* ^9t •njf ^̂ rwr*fT t̂̂ t ^  3? *t
?r% I fffiTT ITT cTd?f!T IT? r̂rerr ^ >?r̂  ifhrnnr «rRw(fle8amiun
oil) f w  PfJTT arnr 'TT (vested interests)
^  I ̂  yr?r mr’Tfhr (margarine) ^ ?o qrr^ffhmnramrs (sesam-
um oil) Pi5!Tm an?rr |  ^  ^  # tw ftreiftw ^  k itjv ?tw |

^pfinfN (sulphanil) t  ^^P tw t^% ^̂ rprf̂  #  ?Rsr ^ vf^ T̂rsrr ^ 
3rpr % aror ^ trt ^  3̂n?rr 5  1 ^  ^  ^  wrtfr

ft> ^  ^  Pffrtf f»T59T# ^  v rnfir ^  ^  «jwi*t
-5f I 3RR ^  ^  ?ft ^  w  fiPTT *TT V tf ^̂ TKTW H HfVt ^ftl’
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^  I %Pi><T w*r ft> v tf  •t̂  f  % sft
«PR»rftr fiRwt ftr 5̂t ?Tfw ^ iTRft i  ?ft
anfwT JTf ^P^inr ?*wt ^ sht tit aftr jt? wrar w r i 5rt ^  v lf
^  ^ I arrr 4wfr afl̂ rff (factory owners ) m ?n ^  afk

'ftif JTij «NNr1ft«r?»T ^  fv *RTWf  ̂<t !T wr?r
»̂% aftr ^  ^  ?nw aftr (flavour) (grain) ?»tT? *T ^
arr ?rtf ?ft nff fvTT TT ^  wp̂ T iftfr ^^irnr ?>n artt sr '»n|j^ ftr
W*i>i ^  far>n t̂tit i

arnr ?ttt ff»cHrg4 3fk ^  % ? y^Pprig ^  f ^  % stn
?(w ^  f  I iT̂  ift (groundnut) |  n? itjrt ^ ^ r  t  •
ij;o lift I , ih r  jnrr r̂ #  srĝ r ^hkt fteft ^ sAr ^  ^  t  »■

w  ^>sr ^  fTPr^ ^  f5i^jT t  • ^  ^̂ nsren j  ff? fffffrn’T ^
?>TT w  wt»r ^  I # PrfT̂Tcr̂ ^̂ r ̂ t?rr 3r<rr ??r̂ r 4tt ^  R̂rerr Pp ?5t̂  
<iT I ir? ^  f̂vTiTTT #  jt̂ T |  ^ % f (  ^  t '
»? 3TOW ^  ̂ftr apTT »itt«ft ^  ^  ans 3tt̂  ^  t  rft w  >nR-
^  JT? 'F̂  ̂^  I  ftr ^7^ %?: ?T ^  I 3Tff%T ^  f̂ 'THT
V?:# ^nft ^  ^  i  i (hydrogen) tw  (pass) t t#  T̂
^  (improvement) snft jftcrr i %Pifa 3T»t?: vftRt ^  ^  amr ?ft
aTK |? : r  f«p ?ff̂ r ^  ir> PF5̂ rr îffrriT ^sr^r Tfjr 11 arf^^  ^
iTT^rrj arrrw vr ^  <̂i wir trr aftr r̂rprf r̂ r̂r *pt i ftr«prr ^  ^
t  • irVttVT 5»RT 'li# fl ^  JTfrt' STTTift ^WHT aftT ^

I ^  *trt vc% vt% 3t̂ v

«ftw %STT Jfnftw !T̂  ̂  14’̂ PT?rr j  Pp arnr 3r?r ?r̂ r 4?r?'TfiT w t  W t?: 
t  >ft i  ftr ’TT̂ ^ f̂ nrr wt«t 'b# |  i %frJT ^ ar?̂  r̂ 3f^
vt5TT j  ftr ^  ftr yrfJT TT^srm? ^ f?WT t  eff i

fr9)TT«« (refined oil) ?rrqP i w ?  ffPftr ^  srff 11 ^
^  t  ftf anR ft »riTr ?ft My?y f?!T?r̂  ^  f?w?r Tf 3rraf»ft i ^  arr ^

I fiT'S'Tt# % «H’3rr̂ »f i aw?ff % <Tt»r 
«ft t  TT ?T»TiT Tr F̂r f  5 ^  ^  ^  4? ?rr

(self-delusion) ^q f f  15T> w l n t ^ w s r  ^ t t n f t  ŝtptRt ^  
WfTRT afk ^  5̂T % 'J)T«Î  ^  5T̂  t  I

u? ^  r̂rm ^ ftr #' ?»tt̂  ?̂r ^  ar w»r ’̂ r̂r f  aftr ar?? Tt#
It <T  ̂•yb«i*i 7ĵ *TT I ^ ^ T̂TTi ^ ftr ir̂ T 9V
i>T ^ I fcnS r̂vfRFT vr firwr vprr an ffvm'11
^  aRlVT WiTTllT ^ fv Î V ^RT 1>t ^ WTvtT T̂RT VT T̂*TT
*ftx fcsnpT aftr >T5fWf tc ^  ? i ?it5 vt



PXIOHIBITION OF MANUFACTURE AND IMPOBT OF HTDROOBNATKD 2176
VPOBTABLB OILS BILL

^  I ^  ^  ^  Pr ift ^  trfrfW 3TTT5y
(non edible oils) f  ^  ^  ^ t r t  i ^  % ^ 55% %
3r55Rraftr ^  % «f>T̂ arr 5 1 afhc ^   ̂5>n 1

arnr ^  ^ ^pror 1 1 ^ ftr 5^5

^ cnFtT̂  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^ I

3PTT ^  ^  ^fT?: irt ^  f̂t ^ (cattle
industry) ^  w rr «n?T ot, tc wtw t?: 5̂T ^  T^ f̂Wt
f r ^  ^ I ^  ^  ^  ^  3rrr ^  v r  ^t h  ?fW Pf ^
^  *r?t tt #«rn: ?t?TT f ^

^  ^  srtw R  ^  5t ^  ^  fi[€Tf wnT ^  ?ft TO
ftr 9frnr % finr PFHRf *ftr vfiNnrt ^  Pfwn jprr ^ 1 ^

iTo ^  TR 3TT^ vwiF ^  vr^rr f̂T̂ r̂r jf fv^Tvt 8fi^ ifwTT # ip rtr  Pfvt 
vj iftr w*RT irpft" TR ^  ^  m  ^  •

**Figurei for the prodaotion of other IndiAO v«g«table oili avaiUble for the adolterfttloD 
of ghe% cannot be gsuged with any aocnracy. At a very rough eatimate one mifht perhaps 
place this qnantity at 15,000 tons. This would bring the total amonnt of available adul­
terants to jast under 50,000 tons, or 1,400,000 maunds. The amount of adulterant available 
would thus work out at just over 6 per cent, of the total out^put of ghu . At a retail 
price of Rs. 32 per maund, the amount of genuine ghee replaced by adulterant would 
represent over 3 crores of rupees. It is probable, in view of the results of analyses already 
referred to, that this greatly underestimates the loss to the daixy industry as a result of the 
adulteration of (rhee. If adulteration could be checked this additional income could bs 
added to the wealth of the country side, with consequent advantage to the rural population/’

ijf ?ft w  ^  ̂  ̂  wmiJT ^ i s r t  am wht? ^  it?
Tft»tm^nwRTTT^s^kPTO^rPif?rTf^vii|t (Country side)

^  ^t’TT artr ^  ^  ’BPRT fl’TT I 3TIR ^  P̂TTW ^
amfinff TT 55fT7rT ?r>Tr, vvtifhft (rural economy) ^  5$!Ritt

^  aftt iit srt 3Tt!T<f (factory owners) «ifT «»!Pm ?ft ^
^  %■ snf V'CTT j  Pp wflrnr Pit Jtft ir v f^  w  ^  ̂  Pp wnr^
^  ^  srvTT % ^  I Tff ^  % 3p^ vnr f̂t (Cotta'^e industry) 

(Cattle industry) ii? ?pr ^  ^^iht t  3|\t ^  ^  ^
i, ^  ^  I  (next to Cattle industry) ^ aft <TT>*m ?T »nrt

^ a n j f t 11 w ( p o l i t i c a l l y )
1 ft>3rrTw>iw?T<f!FtT ,̂ ^tarrm 

^  ft !>rWT ^ f«P ^  3tT̂  ?>TT̂ WWTT wr»ff ^  <fW ¥t OT» Jrift f<T̂ Tt ? arVr ^ 
ar^r  ̂«ft ftwiiT ? ark ^ ?=? i arrir ^ j  % afi ifrr-rr 'srr̂ arr  ̂ =̂T¥

ft*mr aflfkftravt ^ ^ ? f * i *  f*Trt
inftnff ^  «TO hjO ?»> 3!!^ imnifww sTTJrft, anwt 
faMtft ^  arimrV 7̂17 wr  ̂»T̂  W!T#»a ?riJr aRH ^  fij«n «Vr v r
^  ̂  ftr ip̂ r anm ? ^ ’̂fRJpr % ai^nit ^iitt jiw sr̂ r ^sr arair Tmft
p̂fHT % <̂61 ? I [̂SF, ^  ^ 3TT
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(v ita li ty )  Tfpft i it? fflrr  ̂ aft?: #ir (life a n d  d e a th )  m
OTm if I VTFifir ^  ^  ^5nr (physica l s tre n g th )  ^  W

i  ^  M  % im n : ^  t  Pp ^
fifrt ^  »̂n? ^  (in cen tiv e ) ft^rr ^  ^  vitktt i| i

Bhri Boodlii (Punjab): On a point of order, Madam. Is there any country ini 
the workd where ghee is taken as part of food except in India and Pakistan?

Mk. Obalnnan; I do not think there is any point in the point of order. The 
Hon. Member may proceed.

! ?ft 9PTR ^  ®T<̂ I fSTT, gT5RT ^
4h grdw% ?htt I ^ ^ ^ ^ f O T P T T  
^  w  ^  ?nrft sftr in^ 3ftr v n rw

^  ^  ?ft I' 3flr ^  ^  Rnrvt r̂nff % ^  <rr
^  ^  WTRTT «i5t g;3rr ^  tV ^  ^  ^  ^ ptMV x e w  ^

f  1 ^  finr ^  ^  w r ^  j  Pf ^  wr»r ^  ^srr^ ^  jftr
W  Pf tfWt ^  fernr
îTVT ^J^^TTT ^ Pf ^  ^  ^  feTT I % 3 F ^  R̂TT-

3frc fSpm ftfT r̂ g n r^  ^
^sfmr ^ ft: ^  tTĴ r ^  apm ^ aftr ^  |  w r f i r  ^  2̂  ^̂ hc?r

^  ^  I ^  ^  W ^  ^  ?T ^n f^  ^  ]5> ^  ^  ^  t̂«nT Pr^rf?
3fk 5  1 ^  ^  w m ,  ”N ttt  ^

(h is to ry ) ^  3T̂ >(5T ^  (h is to ry )  ^  ?rofJ
^  fT§y, ^  3rmft ftr ^  (m a n u fac tu re )  ^
f n r  w ,  ^  3prT ^  ^  ^  ^  Pf t̂t w  i m  f ;

^  VTT tf*6df ||f Pr ^  ^ 3 r r * f t ^ x -
^  ^  fji^t^iH* % frr55T̂  ^  ^  ^ sflx ^  ^  sb1< 3nf ^tott

5  Pf ^  ^#hnr *ft ^ srtr î f̂ ^  ftr R^rfi v t^
l[?5Wt PFm ^  I

1 « r t r  fTTO t  r m j  ^srr?  ̂ ^
HT̂ F̂JHT (gro tm dnuts) m  ^  i ,  ^  ^  ŷf?ffa*r?y t  >
SOT nfV ^  ^  ŝirrft̂  13ftr *^0# f r  ^prr-

W? ^  ^  fT^ ̂  ^  3|T5ftl ^  3fW #  *̂ F̂TT g Pf Pro
?> 3sfVt « F ^  ?^o

3TRJ iJPPTT WT|[T ^  <̂Tf* ih m  Tt ^  VT^ ?t, Wf T̂nTST t  PF ÎTffr
^  ^  PfvrwT w f̂tr fp rv  ^  Pf^tt ^tt^, ^  jt w

3TR5T ffW fVRTVT <tPf#, ^TPf ?T5 T ^  Pl?pft ^TT̂  aWT
I i5t ’̂ 'TTT ^  «»rT ^  ^  >
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{Englith tranalation of the above epeech,)
VaHiUf iRUilMr Ami B biig iv i (Pts^ab):. I  b«g So moT%:]

the Bill to proTide for tlM prohibition of mnufactm ftod import of hydrogtaitod 
vtgeiable oili, be taken into oonBideration.*'

My object in moving this Bill has been clearly se  ̂ forth in the Statement
of Objects and Reasons appended to it. The main clause 4 lays down that
any person who manufactures or imports hydrogenated oils into the Indian 
Union shall be committing an offence and is liable to be pimiahed for a term 
which may extend to one year. The definition of **vegetable oilg*’ given 
therein further elucidates the matter, visi,, oils which are used in the
manufacturo of vegetable ghee, such as, coconut oil, etc» Apart from this
if any ether article is hydrogenated or if any such oil is hydrogenated which 
is not used for the rrmniifacture of vanaspati ghee, that does not fall within 
jttie scope of this Bill. The definition of ^drogenation is:, pauing of hydrogefll 
through vegetable oils. This Bill does not, however, cover such oils as are 
not used for the manufacture of v a n a s p a t i .  There is only one object of thia 
Bill which has been explicitly explained in its Statement of Objects and 
Beasons. The stuff which is at present given the shape of vaoKmpati ghee is 
in fact neither vanaspaU nor ghee. I t  is a sheer fraud from beginning to end 
and it does not contain anv semblance either of vanmpati or ghee. My object 
in moving the Bill is that this fraud which is being practised by the people 
who are selling oil by giving it a look of ghee should be treated as an offence 
so that they may not obliterate the .name of from ludiar Th» t̂aJfCttoaent 
ot Objedti  ̂ and Befk^ons Is ^tilte self explanatory. My own teeling is that 
HS far as this vanaepati ghee is concerned, it is not a g o ^  thing for health, 
I  Imow that recently some reports received from the scientists are opposed 
to this view and I shall express my opinion thereon at the opportune moment. 
But my case does not alone rest on the grounds that thia 
produces baneful effects in health. It is based on a more sound principle 
and Btauds on a more solid foundation than this and it is a principle that 
India is an agricultural country and it has got five lakhs of villa^s-. The 
nature of the economy prevalent in these villages is that the agriculturists 
cultivate the land, they till the land with the help of cattle, they produce 
ghee out of them and live on the sale proceeds of their milk. Therefore the 
real object of this Bill is to maintadn that economy, to preserve that agri  ̂
cultural economy which has been in existence in this country since ages. 
Another view has also been expressed that if the manufacture d  
vanaspati ghee is prohibited, what will happen to those who have taken to 
this ghee, those who have beer tiotnpeUed ia  decide tii ii  sittee ptif̂ e ghee 1i 
not available they shall use vanaspati ghee? What will beoome of the large 
number ol those middle class families who have been compelled to live oxi 
v a n a s p a t i  when its manufacture is prohibited. They ar»̂  foroed to use 
vanaapaii because they cannot get pure ghee and the ghee that is sold in the 
market as ‘pure’ is adulterated with vanaspati. Now, naturally this ques­
tion arises as to what shall they do since this Bill clashes with their 
interests and it is on account of this reason alone that a suggeation has been 
made that my Bill should be circulated for eliciting public opinion. I know 
that the Government of India and all the leaders in our counla-y are committed 
to this thing that this Bill should soon be passed in its ffesent lotai. I can 
say it bn authority that so far as the question affecting the •rural economy 
of" this country is concerned, that is shattered by the existence of thia 
v a n a e p a t i  ghee and it is the primary duty of the Government to safeguard 
that agricultural economy and to provide work to the kiean$ and gamindare. 
Our revered Mahatmaji who stood as a complete surety lor the country's 
advancement and who understood each and every problem aff^ting this 
oountry had frequently explained this thing both through his speeches and



[Pandit Thakuc Das Bhargava]
writings that a person who wantg to save the . industry iii
country—who wants to j^rpetuate this fr&ud—is on enemy of the country.
I would like to read an excerpt from that article wherein he had stated thia 
thing. Ho wrote on the 6th October, ]94C as follows:

“I t  ought not reully to he call'ed varuxspati ghee although it generally goes by that 
name. No one cau have any quarrti with vuna&jiati which means the leaves of flowert*, 
fruita, and vegetables. But when it presumes to pass as something else it becomes poison, 
VcniaH'pafi is not and can never bo qhec* Ghxr or butter is th<»< fat contentB of milk drawn 
from an animal To sell vegetable oil or butter iu the form and name of <thce is to dfceiva 
th» Indian public. No Government should countenance such sale. No wonder tuat 
mortality figurus are on the increase nnd there is lack of energy in the people, Anv on# 
who deceives in this regard or countenances the fraud is an enemy of India” .

Similarly, Bapu expressed the following views on the 14th April, 1946:
‘*It ia clear that th« mischief ariseb principally from the greed of the very persons who 

vorthip the cow".

And T am ashamed to say this that most of the owners of these forty 
iactories are those persons who worship the oow at every occasion. He said*

**Van(t8pttti is wholly suiicifluous. Oils may be refined of injurious pit)p*^rty, but they 
should not be solidified, nor need they be made to look like f/Ac«. An honest manufacturer 
will not stoop to counterfeits. I'tic market is flooded with them. Ckninterfeit coins arv 
heavily punishable. Why not counterfeit ghee^ since the genuine article is much morm 
previous than coin? But the sovereign remedy lies in all round honesty among dealers, 
who are in a hurry to become rich even at the cost of the health of the nation. **

Only ft short while ago the House was disouseing another BUI wbkS
sought to provide penalty only for the black-marketing. But what shall 1 say 
in respect of that person? Black-marketing is an ordinary thing as compared 
to this. After all he charges a little more price; the tax evader evades a little 
tax. But I  do not understand what punishment should be prescribed for this 

in  yiew of the III eieots it produces.
Now, so far as the principle underlying the manufacture of this vanaspaii is 

concerned, I should like to submit with all due respects that in reality these 
are two nspects. Firstly, you may say what are the defects in vanaspaii and 
sec>ondly, whst are the ill-effects that are entailed by its use. If you compare 
ghee with vanaspaii, you be convinced that even in the modern world all the 
doctors and experts are unanimous in their opinion. It is the opinion of the 
experts that in reality vanaspaii does not strm l̂ comparison to pure ghee. Not 
one. if yon permit me, I can produce a bundle of such opinions wherein the 
experts have held the view that vanaspaii cannot compete with pure ghee in 

«ny manner. Nbw, this bcvok has been published by the Government of India. 
I t has been stated in this Report that it was written after experiments had 
been conducted on rats. Rats were fed on ghee an^ vanaspaii separately and 
the results obtained revealed that so far as ghee and vanaspaii are concerned, 
rats were kept on ghee remained quite henithy. On the cv^ntrars’, rnts tlipt 
were fed on vanaspati did not remain henithy, die'l in the third geuert^tion and 
Rufferel fron various ailments.

An Bon. Hembei: This vanaspaii ghee alone is the first step towards the 
lenrnin" of black-marketing.

Pandit Shakiir XHui BhaJ^va: 8o, I  was saying that this is the oompariton
between ghee and vanaspaii. You may think of those areas where ghee is 
used where everybodv takes ghee. I wo\ild like to mention here the area 
from where I come, via., the Ambala Division of East Punjab, where everybody 
takes gĥ tŝ  That district is quite well-known for cattle and for ghee. There 
is not a single house of a Mamindat in our Rohtak and Hissar districts where 
no ghot is produced and no cattle are maintained for the sustenance of the 
family. If anybody keeps a cow or a buffaloe in his house, it even proves useful to
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him in times of famine aud iu a way it serves as a preventive measure aga'uibt 
it. As I'egards the breed of cows in our district, I may say that the cows .there 
do not yield two, three or four seers of milk but ten, twelve, fourteen or even 
fifteen seei-s. Today on account of the uniform policy pursued by the British 
during the lust fifty years, the quantity of milk yielded by the cows in tlie 
Hissar and Hariana districts which ranged between ten to twelve seers has 
come down to eight seers. This is a national caiamity the gravity of which 
everybody caniiot realize to what has happened to the yield of cows’ milk. This 
i8 the outcome of the British policy. But our present national Government 
should formulate a policy to this effect that the yield of the cows' milk should 
be brought on the same level as it existed before. Along with this, there 
should also be a; sturdy breed of the bulls. The breed in my district is such 
that not only the output of milk is quite adequate but its bulls too are strong. 
You will perhaps be surprised to hear this that even a goat yield four to tive 
seers of milk in my district while the cows in certain parts oi India do not y’eld 
as much quantity cl milk«,

BMm Bamnanyaa 8lnf|h.j Haw did jba 3ntiali ruin |U i2
Panttt Thikv Dm B h a ifM : My hpn. friend waate to know kow did

this happen? This is a long tale and so far as this Bill is oonoerned, it has 
got nothing tc do with it. But I should like to submit for his information thut 
it was the c>on8i8tent policy of the Britii^ that such sturdy buiis should be bred 
in our district as could be used for pulling their heavy artillery. This happened 
after the year 1867. There was a breed in our district which produced very 
sturdy bulls and the British wanted that those bulls should be brought up tor 
the use of tilieir artillery. This breed of bulls was the sturdiest of all and they 
used to cover a distant of about eighty miles in a day. They followed this 
policy so that they may get such bulls. Thus the breed that jiossessed this 
quality flourished in my district. Necesearily, when more attention was paid 
in this direction, the other breed was ruined, and milk-yield of cows decreaeed.

Even at present, there exists a breed in my district which has got both 
these qualities. But the people have not properly looked after it and instead 
of this they cared more for that which produced strong bulls. Obviously that 
the number of those yielding more milk reduced in this manner. So, I was 
just telling that such is the condition prevailing in my district that in case any 
necessity arises, we can even face the famine for some months. Moreover, 
famines frequently occur in my district. A person can eamly save himself in 
times of famine by keeping a cow or buff aloe. With your permission, Madam,
I should like to read out an extract to show as to how bravely, when during 
the year 1900-01, my distrif t was in the grip of a terrible famine, the people 
of Punjab faced that calamity, and it has got direct bearing on the question 
that is before you. In this connection I should like to draw your attention to 
a note that has been written by Sardar Datar Singh, iu his book with Mgard 
to vanaspati and ghee,

flhrl lyagi: Who is this gentieman?
Pandit Thaknr Daa Bliargava: My hon. friend Mr. Tyagi wants to know

who this gentleman, Sardar Datar Singh is. This gentleman is working hs a 
Secretary in the Agricultural Ministry and so far as his personality is ccncerned,
I can say that he has rendered very useful help to our distriot. • I m.ust say 
that he has accomplished many outstanding deeda and he has been taking very 
keen interest in this matter so much so that even when Mahatmaji wrote a notf̂  
on this book, he too made a mention about him.

So. I would just read out tiiat extract now. He haa stated in ttiis book that 
iht Mwmindt̂ r who k ^ t  a cow in Hissar district saved himself during the times
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of (liut and ditl not led  llu> mctiKsity of running away ^oni Hissar. But
lijis was no] tile during the >«ar when a siinilivr famine occurred, and 
ihose people who kept the cowb were compelled to flee away from that place 
after leaving thwr eattle. Tljose people were famine-stricken. They sent their 
oowK to goshalds .ind went nway Jeavin̂  ̂ their cows behind. This is how the 
cows were sold so cheap. (lovei .iment i^pent about one crore oi rupees but 
in spite of that thv̂  people loidd not stick to their homes. During that time, 
we were able io save only two Jakhs out of six lakhs of cattle and the rest 
perished. So long as vanaxpati was not sold, the ghee industry flourished at 
both ghee and milk fetched handsome price and the people used to maintain 
their families by nelilng these commodities. Such are the observations made 
by SardfiT Datar Singh about whom i  have just referred. I  am unable to laj 
my hand on the quotation at the moment. 1 shall quote this later during the 
debate. [

The second thing to which 1 waH lefen ng to was that so far as the Govetn- 
ment of India are oQucerned, 1 do not solely depend upon this tliat Sardur 
Datar Singh has wrftten a bock ’ or Mahatmaji stated this, Apa« I from tliis 
I would Uke jbo say that GoTemmept of India have till, this day followed such 
a pohcy thn>ugh \\hieh they have recognized this vamspati is in fact the 
enemy of the ghee industry as well as the cattle industry of this country. So 
Ooven)roeat had appointed a Committee named Cattle Protection Committn#' 
Seth Govind Da« was also one of the important members of that Committee. 
He had also in his re])ort supported tliis view that this vanaepaH had hit hard 
the cattle industry and be tw  made a reoommendation to the effeot that the 
manufacture of v(ma$pati in thi.s maimer should be stopped or at least some 
such arraJigements should be made whereby it may not be sold as artificial 
ghee and compete with pure ghve. Similarly, our President, the reverend Dr. 
Eajendra Praiiiad, had also expresed this view in the course of his speech 
delivered at Amritsar when he was Food and Agriculture Minister. I should 
like to quote an extract from h*K speech. The relevant extract containing the 
views expressed by Dr. Prasad in as follows. 1 do not want to read out the 
whole speech and would like to quote only the following portk>n: —

"Thmfore, th« word <jhc€ should not be tagged along with the naine of thii thiiig, 
beoauee it iantamoQDtB to » fraud. C attle-breeding is etiential for the production of ghee 
and if the cattle are not bred, it will on the one hand result in the non availability of the 
bolls and buffaloes for the plou^^hing of i»nd and palling the carU and milk will also 

disappear. Tlierefore, the promotion of use of artiftoial ghte not only affects the health of 
the consumers hut it also iniures the agricultural system of the whole country and further 
hampers the Ireeding of milch cattle. Government should protect the people from being 
defn^uded in this manner. If the appendam of the word ghee with its name cannot be 
banned, it should at least bo colour<*<1 so that anybody may not be mistaken and lake H 
as ghee'*.

Similarly, the hon. Bajkumari Amrit Kaur also expresed her views in one 
of her statements. Since ^ e  is the Health Minister, 1 should like to read thal 
out to you;

"The sale of vanaepati in the market has hit liard the agriculturists in India. Pure 
fhe.e ia very etaeniial for Ihe people. The manufacture of vanatpaii hes further iiii]>eded 
the prodadiion and availabilitv of pure ghee. Oovfmment should in this connection render 
all possible help to the agricuituri«t«".

This view was expressed by her in the year 1941. In this very year, 
a speoial iMue of the news paper Oram Bevak was published which contained 
the views expressed by the veterans. I am quoting trom the same paper. 1 
shall read out the opinion held by Mahatma Gandhr in this connection which 
has been particularly mentioned:

"If pure oAec disappears from the market, without imphroving the breed of the cattle 
for the plough and puUmg the oarts and without produoinf milk and «/Aee, fjurmiag would 
become an imj^mctioMle proposition. CatUe breeding would then no longer be a vocation;
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it woulJ become merely a means o{ recreeii >Q. Stringent maaaoret ahould, therefore, 
adopted to pirrvent this adulteration. I heartily support this fuggeation that a planned and 
orgaui/od effoiU should be made by the public asainst adulteration and, if need be 
some legislation should be enacted to prohibit this. This prooeaa of adulteration haa 
undoubtedly got an economic aspect—it has also got bearing on the queetion of health and 
it does not carry lesaer weight than the economi(! iesue. We know thia quite wall ihaA 
the conifarative nutritive value of tunnspofti is far lets than that of pure ghtt. U it the 
considered opinion of the physicians ihal ratiaspati can never serve at the subatitute o9 
pure ghev**.

Even today the verdict ift not against it. Just as I was tailing you, 
Sardav Datar Singh has, at page 7 of his book, stated as follows:

“Th«re was a very severe famino in Hissar in 1900 and 1901. At that time ffhcr. industry 
was flourishing in that tract and it had not to compete with any other oheap substitute 
like vana$jKiH The result was that the cultivators by sale of ghte at a raaaooable price, 
could afford to save four lakhs of their cattle out of the total of 6-83 lal^a. But what 
happened during the famine of 198? and 1940, when out of a total population of 6.6 lakha 
of cattle in th ^  very District, only two lakhs could be saved? This waa in spite ol the 
Punjab Government spending over a crore of rupees while nothing waa ipent in 1QQ(M)1 
and a few lakh» more by Congresa, Humantarian League and other philanthiopis 
associations/*

The speech delivered by the Honourable Dr, Rajendra Prasad at Amriiiar 
when he was the Agricultural iitid Food Minister, to which I referred to, nma 
as follows;

"It has been estimated that in 1947 vmiaspati ghtt worth about setveniy five or eighty 
ci-ores of rupees wiJI begin to be manufactured. It can be easily understood what 
effect it shall have on the production of ghee from milk. Vanmpoii 
is neithor fyArr nor oil. Tf at all ycni have to use oil, there is no reaeon why pure oil shoold 
not he taken and why you should deceive youmelf by taking it aa ghee anj that too at the 
cost of paying a comparatively higher price than the oil. Ghre constitutce the mi^or 
portion oF the income which we derive from milk. Therefore, if vana$paU affeots the 
industry, its consequences would be that the income which accrues by cattle-breeding would 
be reduced, and cattle-breeding would he(̂ ome well nigh impossible. It will further affect 
the crop and ultimately this would considerably harn* several crores of agricultuiists in our 
country. My object in drawing your attention towards this direction is that you should 
consider this aspect/’

These were the observat’ons made by the then Food Minister at that timt.
T know that so far a« the Government of India are concerned, the formal 
Government could not fully recognize our claim and appreciate our difScultieft. 
But I have not the least hesitation in saying that since this present National 
Government came into ofRce, they are devoting far greater oMientton towardu 
the ft^n-iculturists than before. In 1948, the Ministry of Agriculture convened 
a conference of Experts which was attended by members of Gau Seva Sangh. 
Wardha. and the representatives of the van<ispati industry were also invitad 
find an opportunity afforded to them to exchange their views. After hearing 
their discussion, it was thought that this vanaspati busineaa should not hh 
allowed to flourish further. For some days the manufacture of vanoipati was 
stopped in the factories. But ultimately there was a severe clach of veaW 
interests. The severity of the clash ha« been heightened to such an extenjB Uiat 
I apprehend that in spite of all these efforts we shall be precluded from getting 
the full assistance. T would like to submit that so far as the interest are 
fronoemed, I do not want to injure them and that industry is very well aware 
of this. So far as the question of hydrogenation is concerned, they should 
develop their industries and firmly estaMish these. I am one with them. But 
 ̂ mou'd request them not to give such a form to this gh$e or oil as may clash 

with another thing. This is the crux of our dispute and thilt of all those 
fM>rsons in this country who accept this principle. Moreover, I know that 
at leaf̂ t 05 p<?r cent., if not more, of the people in this countt^ see oye to eye 
with us. because after all the burden for the upke.ep of the health of the major 
section of the people in this country rests on their shoulders. I would like to 
submit that we only want thia much that you should arrange aomehow or tb^ 
other that so far as gherp. in concerned, artificial ghee should not be allowed to 
compete with pure ghee. We do not want anything more. During the year
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1924'25 when mnoBpaii was being imported from abroad, the people complained 
ugoiiiBt this and it was but natural. Thus in 1927, India imported 22,000 tons 
of vanaepati while in 1940 only 22 tons were imported. But this is not due to 
the reason that efforts were made to check the import of vana^paii. The reason 
for this is that factories were ««5t up in the (X)untry itself. In 1989 only 
10,000 tons were manufactured but in 1946 the quantity rose to 1,45,000 tons. 
You may just imagine that when such a huge quantify of artificial ghee is 
producedr pure ghee can only find a place in the prescription of Voidyas; where 

can it be found? Although in this country ghee was sold at the rate of 
lift. 2/- per seer, if you now go to Hissar to purchase even one seer of ghee you 
will not he able to get this up to your satisfaction.

Shri B. Das (Orissa): Because during the war the English soidierg ate all
niir cows and calves.

Pandit Thakur Daa BlM fiva: 1 would not reply to the inteiruption made 
hy hon. friend 3hri Das but by doing ifo he has drawn ray attention to another 
thing. In a vegetarian country, people do not even know what is meat. I t  is 
not that the people were vegetarians on account of sheer necessity but even 
those who were non-vegetarian did not get meat to eat. How can the people in 
such a country maintain their health without the use of ghee and milk. Ghee is a 
perfect food and it is 6*n admitted fact. The vegetarians can only maintain 
their health by taking milk and ghee, I would submit and I say it with greati 
pride that our village people in the districts of Rohtak and Hissar performed 
such acts of biavery which cannot perhaps be matched by the people in other 
areas. During the last war they rendered meritorious services and you will be 
surprised to hear that tliey displayed remarkable valour while serving in foreign 
countries. Those people hailed from those fo*eas where meat was not known 
before tlie war. Partly on account of war and partly on account of partition, 
the people on our side have started taking meat and drinking wine. This is the 
very place that was called the “ cow grazing land of Lord Krishna” . There 
nobody used to take meat and drink. But these eviU have now foimd their 
way there. If the yield of milk and ghee falls down and if this state of affairs 
continues and the production of ghee is rendered impossible, I know that so far 
} s this area is concerned it would be ruined. This area is also similar to the 
north western districts of U.P. There ia no difference between these districts 
;md ours and the economy of all these villages depends \ipon the cattle whom 
the people there love more than their children even. Those whose economy 
stands on n ditferent footing cannot \mderstand how « zamindar keeps his cows, 
hulls and buffaloes because his very existence is dependent upon them alone. 
If such an economy is to be maintained, there is only one way to do this €̂ nd 
that is thftv if you have at all to manufacture vanaepati vow should neither give 
it the apptarance of ghee nor call it gher. If this is done, I shall not have to 
make any complaint on this score.

In the ye(kT 1927 when vanaepati industry firmly established itsalf, the 
Pnnj'O) LegJHliitive Assembly passed a Resolution that vanafipaU should be 
coloured. Ro, a representation was submitted to the Government of India 
M'herein it was stated that this ghee was disturbing the economy of the Pimjab. 
But whfit arrangements did the Government of India made? A little after this 
(piestion was mooted out by the Punjab Government, the experts began to say 
that they wen* not in the know of any such colour. One or two colours were 
mported but it was pointed out with regard to these that these will fade out.

< .i<lay, even after a lapse of 38 years, tlie experts could not discover 
a«(. (colour for colouring vanaepati so that nobody may be able to eal! it ahee. 
Fven today it is said that it should be coloured but uptill now no s.ich colour 
has been found M’hich would not fade out. One method which has been 
suggested in tliis connection is that five per cent, of sesamum oil should be
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mixed with it—but the vested interests tr^ their beat to see that the proposed 
measure does not take effect. Whereas in other countries 10 per cent, of 
Sesamuni oil is mixed with margarine, here in this country only five por cent. 
h  rocommended. There is an oil named Sulphanil by mixing wUoh the 
appearance of vnycy.f nii is but when it is heated its effect is lost.
Therefore, no means are left by which one can protect himself from its ill- 
effects and by mixing which vanaspati may not become harmful. Hfad there 
been any such means, I would not have had the least objection on this account 
and thi« would have sufficed. }3ut when I saw that there are no me&zis by 
which we can distingyish vanof<pati which is given the appearance of ghee, I was 
compelled to bring forth this Bill. Otherwise, T do not feel any pleasure in pre- 
Benting this. If the factory-owners or the Government or any other ageney can 
find out Q way so that this fraud can be checked and vanaspatt cannot be 
given the appearance, flavour and grains etc. of ghee, neither will I raise any 
substantial objection against this nor would I like its manufacture to be stopped. 
You may just imagine and look at it from the point of view of those areas where 
people take oil. Groundnut is known in Madras in large quantity. I t  is 
produced in U.P. also, but it is grown in Madras in abundance and the people 
their take groundnut oil. I  have not got the least complaint against this. I  
know that India cannot produce so much quantity of fh&e as may cater to the 
needs of the entire populace. It would have given me a great pleasure if 
sufRoient quantity of ghee could be produced so that everybody is able to take 
it. But this thing does not lie neither within our power nor that of the Govern­
ment. But with all due respects, I would like to know that if an article 
intended for consumption by the poor is sold at annag -/8/- per seer, is it not 
the duty of the Government to check it from being sold at the rate of Re. 1/­
per seer Even by passing hydrogen thro*ugh oil, it remains the same. No 
improvement is effected by passing hydrogen. But if you look at the price of 
vanafipati, you will be astonished to see how much loss the people have suffered 
on this account. In October, 1948, groundnut oil was being sold at Rs. 58/­
per rnHUDd and the rate of vanaspati was Rs 97/- per maund. How ^a«t is 
this diffei*ence: it is almost twice. Those of the poor people in our country who 
would like to take oil, they are at liberty to do so and they should get tiis  in 
«uffioie/)t quantity. It is not proper to cljarge more price for this vanaspaH by 
passing hydrogen through vegetable oil and imparting it the appearance of 
ghee. I know that so far as vanat^paii w concerned, its price is controlled at 
present. 1 also know this that its price 'oes not vary much. But even then 
I would respectfully sumbit that just as TV. Rajendra' Prasad had stated, there 
was no harm if people took pure oil. The\ may take refined oil. This does not 
in any way harm them. People say that the middle-olasses w’ould be hit hard 
if the nmniifuctiTre of vana9pafi is stopped. They take oil nt present and sliall 
take it even then. It will not make them any difference. Tliey will only be 
saved from being deceived. Now most of the people are even aware of this 
hot thinking that they arf taking some tiling resembling ghee ^hey are rather self- 
delusioned. So, to manufacture vanaspati simply for the reason that there 
has betoi a rise in the price of articles of food intended for the use of people and 
to consider it as justified does not appear to be beneficial for the country.

It is said that huge capital has been invested in our country in the vana^paft 
industry and its prohibition will entail serious losses. In this connection I 
should likp it to make it quite clear that so far as factories are concemed they 
will not suffer a heavy loss. Only that part of the machinery' which is used 
In hydrogenation would become useless. I estimate that in n factory costing 
hbout Rc. 15 lakhs, the portion of ttie machinery used for iiydrogenation would 
cost only one and a half lakhg and the rest in spent on tlie machinery in ^ d e d  
for refininp and other processes. Thus the factories are not likely to suffer s 
heavy loss. Apart from this, I do not also want that hydrogen should not be
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passed through the non-edible oils. So, jiparfc from the parts of the machineiy 
intended for hydrogenation, other x>Hrt« cun be utilized for the benefit of thf 
country and it wUl not result in any loss. Besides this, you may see how muck 
profit have these factories made. I know that some of these factories have 
even mode good during one year the capital they invested on these undertakings 
Barring all other considerations, if I am faced with two problems, I will diverf 
my attention towards the cattle industry and farming on which depends the 
econoniy of our country. Ohee industry is one of the biggest industries in our 
country. You will be astonished to hear that acwrding to the figures of 1987, 
the quantity of ghee produced in this country was l,ll,00,fXX) maunds. Todar 
the production of ghee is likely to be reduced by 50 per cent, and if you make 
a rough estimate, you will know the magnitude of the loss which the agricul­
turists had suffer on account of this vanaspati. 1 would like to quote tha 
opinion of that expert who was appointed by the Government of India and who 
had expressed his views at that time. He stated as follows: —

*'Figures for the production of other Indian vegetuble oils available for the adulteration 
of ghee cannot gauged ^ith ar.y accuracy. At a very rough eatimaU one might perhapa 
place this quantity at 15,000 tons. This would bring the total amount of available adulte­
rants to just under 50,0(^ tons, or 1.400,000 maunos. The amount of adulterant availabU 
would thus work out at just over 6 per cent, of the total out-put of ghee. At a retail price 
of Rs. 82 per inaund, the amount of genuine ghee replaced by adulterant would r«preaent 
over 3 crore» of rupees. It is probable, in view of the results of analysea already referred 
to, that this greatly undercstimatea the loaa to the dairy induatry aa a reault of the adultera­
tion of ghee. If adulteration could be checked this additional income could be added to 
the wealth of the country side, with consequent advantagi  ̂ to the rural population.”

This refers to the loss of 3 crores of rupees undergone during the year 1987. 
If you estimate, this figure would come to Rs. 48 crores per annum G*nd it affects 
the whole of the country side and benefits only a few individuals. If I  were 
faced with two questions, uif., the one that it affects <io rnar.y persons and 
disturbs the rural economy and the second that it benefits only a few big ffitstor -̂ 
owners. I would respectfully submit, my reply would have been that it* was the 
duty of my National Government to consider this matter properly. We have 
to run 1)0 til the cot tape and cftttle industries in this country and so far as the 
question of ghee industry is concerned it occupies a place next to the cattle 
industry which had been in existence in this country ever since. I t  is neither 
politicnily nor otherwise proper to harm this industry. If you want that v o u f  
country should progress, it becomes your duty to consider that today Itikhs of 
our people neither sret la^i nor pure ghee and nor milk. Today I would like to 
submit before the House that the thing which I have got in view and which 1 
consider most imnoi*tant is that so long as our countrymen do not get la»8i tt 
would b<̂ quite impossible for them to live and you will not find brave soldiers 
and st\irdv labourers. And this is the reason why it is generally said that th# 
people 'û India cannot carry so much weight as people in other parts of th® 
world Clin.  We grow weak for lack of milk and ghee and lose our vitality. It 
is H <4U('Ktion of life and death for us. Vanaapati reduces the physical strength 
of our countrymen and it is poisonous for us. There is no doubt in it that thia 
vanaHvati ghee kills our incentive to work.

Shri Sondhi (Punjab): On a point of order. Madam. Is there any country
in the world where ghee is taken as part of food except India a?id Pakistan?

llr . OliainilftQ: I do not think there i>? any point in the ymint of order. The 
hon. Member may proceed.

Pandit ThAlror Bm B birfw a: Quite a long ago. I went abroad as a 
representrttive of this House: It was my first chance. I felt very much ashamed 
when I found in Switzerland ver>' healthy and stout cows and bulls while we.
who profesR to be devoteea of cows, devotees of Krishna who loved cows so ni\ich—
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and we in fact worship the cows—htive fallen so much. I think we all know what 
is butter and what is ghee. 1 think everyone knows it. But, perhaps^ as 
Mr. Soudbi has said, to him there is no difference between ghee and butter, i 
am thankful to him that he has aifordeKi me an oppoi’tunity to say sometlimg 
about it. If you look at the histories of the countrietj where margarine is produced, 
those countries that are concerned with hydrogenation, the only conclusion you 
would arrive at is that this country must stop manufacture of vaniispati ghee. It 
may not be as much harmful in countries where people live on animal fats, meas 
and eggs. Look at the histories of Italy, Canada and South Africa; you wiU 
find that i t ’s manufacture has been stopped there. Likewise it has been stopped 
in England also. I have with me certain books and 1 can convince that no 
couatry has ever ceased to worry about its food problem. The position of India 
i& all the more peculiar and I submit it is a matter of life and death for us. Tht 
only thing that we ought to do is to stop it as soon as we can.

Now, I want to place before the House another point, that is, as far as 
groundnut {Mungphali) is concerned it is a complete food in itself. Fifty-four 
per cent, of groundnut produced in this country is used as food and eleven per 
cent, for the manufacture of va^ohpati. The output of oil is merely half, the 
groundnut oil cake left (aft^r extracting oil) is not used as hun^an food. May I 
ask if it is proper not to use this article of food as such and to extrttot oil out of 
it when we have to import so much and to spend nearly 180 crores of rupees on 
the import of food. Why not mix groundnut tiour with wheat flour so that the 
imports of food may be cut down. And this is one way how we can tackle food 
shortage. Vanaspati ghee is poison.

Hr. Ohairman: May I know whether the hon. Member would like to resume 
bis speech on the next day allotted for non-official Bills?

Pandit Thaknr Das Bhargava: Yes, Madam.
Hr. Ohainnaa: Then the Hou^e may odjoum now.
The House then adjourned till a Quarter to Eleven of the Clock on Monday, 

ih§ Q^ih March, 1960.
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