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CONSTITUENT ASSE’.\IBLY OF INDIA (LEGISLATIVE)
- Monday, 2nd February, 1048.

The Assembly met in the Assemblv Chamber of the Council House at Eleven
aof tzhe. Clock, Mr. Speaker (The Honoursble Mr. .G. V. Mavalanker) in the
Chair. . . '

"DECLARATION BY MEMBERS:

The following member mude the declaration under Rule 2c:
Shri l}nsikhlnl Umedchand Parikh (Western India States Group).

DEATH OF MAHATMA GANDHI

Mr. Speaker: We are meeting today under the shadow of a double calamity.
the spd demise of the tallest mpn of our age who has led us from alavery to
independence and the reappearance of the cult of political violeace in our

Ever since Mahatmaji came on the Indian political firmament, he oppesed
wiolence and we bad thought that be had succesded beyond measure. Th
(;l;rhl \b:»elief was r:glely shaken by the recent communal disturbances and by the

ibition of populur temper in recent months, leading to mass migrations, we.
had hugged the hope that the ides of cold, calculated murders for achiaving
political ends had left this country. The unfortunafe and dastardly outruge
Inst Friday evening has disillusioned us and has placed before us, for solution, n
further problem of rooting out from the soil, the idea of violence for political
ends. It seems, we have yet to realize that political violence i the grestest
enemy of individual liberty and, therefore, of democracy. We cannot condemn
this idea of violence for political ends in too strong terms. Mere condemnation
of the misguided and mad perpetrator of the tragedy is not enough. On every
thinking citizen rests the responsibility of so acting and shaping his life as to
ensure that the cult of terrorism cannot have a favourable soil to germinate
and grow in our country. As Gandhiji often used to say "‘Real democracy is
not possible without non-violence’'. .

;1 had th& Yortune of coming in close coutact with Mahatns Gandhi ever
sitie he set Lis foot on the Indian soil in 1915 for permanent residence here.
fince then, T had, all these yvears, the privilege of doing my bit of public wasle
under Mahatmaji's inspiration and guidance. Naturally, “the history of our
country and our struggles for liberty for the last 34 years stand before my eyes.
We arc. reminded of our then ideologs, as to the contents, forms and methods of
attaining Swaraj. and the evolution these have undergone, under the influence
of the Mahatma. Various events crowd to my mind, but this is not the time
or occasion when one can go into details. Enough to say that, in presenting to
us the alternative of noun-violeut resistance, better desoribed as Satyagraha, he
ifted the wet blanket of frustration and inspired, in us, new hopes of attain-
ment of suceess in our fight against British Imperialism. He gave us the vision
as to the trae meaning of Swaraj for the masses and has brought us back to our
own, in every walk of our life, from mere imitation of the West. There is na
sphere of ouv life, in which the hand snd influence of the Mahatma is noj
goen. aud felt. He gave a mew ovientation to our politics, our economics, our
education and strove for spirituslising everything in our public Tife. He was
the greatest man of our age. He always had the love of humanity burning in
“his hearb even-amidst the darkest periods of hatred and violent struggles and

( 101 )



102 CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY oF Ixp1A (LEGISLATIVE) [2np FEe, 1048
[Mr. Speaker)

Was Dever a pessimist, ever when he knew
Such an unshaken  faith in
‘Bource of strength to ug.

. We lose b'm at a very critical time, not only in the history of our oun
-but perhaps in the history of the world. He had the outlook of humanity,
#ternational brotherhood ang “one world”. We bave no words to express all
that we respect, love, feel and mourn about him.

. He was never & member of wny Legislature. He had never been even a
wisitor to a Legislature’ except once. As he says in his autobiography, he
-attended the proceedings of this House only once in his life and that WES on
the occasion of the debate on the Rowlatt Bill. _After deseribing the impas-
sioned eloguence of the late Srinivasa Shastri on the Bill, he BAYE:

o Vicaros 323031 3 b> iissaving soellbound, His e/os ivetted on Shastriji.....,
Fo: the moment it seern>d ‘o m> as if the Vizsroy could no: bab b3 deoply moved......But you
oan waks s man oaly if hy js roully silaap”.. 7, Tax Gyre'nmoat was anxions. onlygdo go
th:oagh th> fa.ve of logal formality-........ ot : e

Thatexpldins bis attitude towards the $hen Legislatures. The position

‘today is ‘ehtirely different. Through his inspiring guidance and efforts, India
has attained independence and both the Legislature and the Government are
eur own.. I .wish he had been with us on these premises some day to bless us
sall-by his presence in-the sacred and responsible ‘Work we have undertaken
ekhrough this - Legislature.
v Fam sure the ‘whole House shares my feeling that Mahatmaji had been a
‘parent to all and esch of us and we deeply mourn today his. absence and &he
loss of his guidance. I'pray his spirit will ever be with us and lead us to our
Goal. ' :

: ew that his voice was a solitary one.
his own principles and migsion was naturally a

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru (Prime Minister and Leader of
the House): “Bir, may 1 associate myself with what you have said. It is
“customary in ths House to puy some tribute to the eminent departed, ‘to say
_somie’ words of praise and condolence. 1 am ot quite sure in my own mind if
i exactly fitting for me or for any others of this House to say much on this
,oceasion, for 1 have a sense of utter shame both as an individual and as the
head of the Government of-India that we should have failed to protect the
" greatest treasure that we possessed. It is our failure, as it has been our
failure in the past many months ‘to give protection to many ar imnocent man,
woman and child; it may be that the burden and the task was too great for us
or for any Government, nevertheless it is failure. And today the fact Yhat
“this mghty person whom we honoured snd loved beyond measure has gone
because we could not give him adequate protection is ehame for all of us. It
is shame to me a5 an Indian that an Indian should have raised his hand againsd
him, it is shame to me as a Hindu that & Hindu should ha\'e‘dane this deed
and done it to the greatest Indian of the day and the greatest Hindu of the age

i le in well-chosen words and we have some kind of & mesasure
for ‘:'r:ai]rt‘:: P How shall we praise him and_how shall we mheasure him, be-
"cause he was. not of the common clay that all of us are made of? He came,
dived a fairly long span of life and has passed away. No words of praise of
ours in this House are needed, for he has had greater praise in his life than
sny ligjng man in history. And during these two or three days since his .death
be has had the homage of the world; what can we add to that? How can we
praise him, how can we who have been. children of his, and ,'perhap_s more
-intimately bis children than the children of his body, for we have all been
in some greater or smaller measure the children of his spirit, unworthy ‘a8 we
were? o
' . and the sun that warmed and brightened our lives hse
get in?jlo:ryé l;ahfivtp?me cold and dark. Yet, bhe would not have us feel $his
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way. After all, that glory that we saw for all these years, that man w.th the
diviue fire, changed us also—and such ag we 3 ) i

bave monuments in brouze and marble set up for them, but this man of divine
fire managed in his life time o become enshrined in millions and millicns of
bearts so that all of us became somewhat of the stufl that he was made of,
though to an infinitely lesser degree. He gpread out in. this ‘way all over
India not in palaces only, or in select places or in assemblies but in avery
bamlet and hut of the lowly and those who suffer. He lives in the hearts of
millions and he will live for immemorial ages.

What then can we say sbout him excepi to feel humble on this. oecasion?
To Praise him we are not worthy—to praise him whom we could not follow
adequately and sufficiently:. It is almost doing him an injustice just to pess
him by with words when he demanded work and labour-and sacrifice from us;
ip & large measure he made this country during the last thirty. yesrs.or more
attain to heights of sacrifice: which in that particular domain have never been
equalled elsewhere. He suceeeded in that. Yet ultimately things happened
which no doubt made h'm suffer tremendously though his tender fice never
lost the smile und he vever spoke s harsh word to anyone. Yet, he must have
suffered—suffered for the failing of shis gemeration - whom he had trained,
suffered becsuse we went away from the path that he had shown us. And
altimately the band of a child of his—for be after all is as much a child of his
s any other Indien—s hand of that child of his struck him down.?

Long ages afterwards history will judge of this period that we have passed
through. It will judge of the successes and the failures—we are too near it o
be proper judges and to understand what has happened  and .what has nob
happened. Al we know -is that there was u glory and that it s no more; . all
we know is that for the moment there is darkness, not so ‘dark certainly because
when we look into our hearts we still find the living flame which he lighted
there. And if those living fiames exist, there will not be darkness in this land
and we shall be sble, with our effort, remembering him and following his path,
to illumine this Jand again, small s we are, but atill with the fire that bhe
instilled intpeus. Fle was perhaps the greatest symbol of the India of the past,
and may I say, of the India of the future that we could have had. We stand
on this perlous edge of the present between that past and the future to be
and we face all manner of perils and the greatest peril is sometimes the lack of
faith which comes to us, the sense of frustration that comes to vs, the sinking
of the heart and of the spirit that comes to us when we see idesls go overboard,
when we see the great things that we talked about somehow pass into empty
words and life taking a different course. Yet, I do believe that pérhaps this
period will pass soon enough.

Great as this man of God was in his life, he has been great in his death and
T have not u shadow of a doubt that by his death he has served the great cause
s he served it thmugho'ut his life. We mourn him; we shall glways mourn
b'm, because we are human and cannot forget our beloved Master. But I
kncw that he would not Like us to mourn him. No tears came to his eyes when
bis dearest and closest pussed away—only a firm resolve to persevere, to serve
the great cuuse that he had chosen. So he would chide us if we merely mourn.
That is a poor way of doing homage to him. The only way is o express d:CY
determination, to pledge ourselves anew, to con@uab. nmel_yea so and to dedi-
cate ourselvas to the great task which he undertook and which he aceomplished
to such a large extent. So we bave to work, we have to labour, “hish”a to
“gaorifice aud thus prove, to some extent -.?.t leagt, worthy followars of his.
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[Pandit Jawaharisl Nehru]

1t is clear, us you said, Sir, thut this havpening, this trugedy, is 1

J s @8 ) « Sir, thuy this happe » this trugedy, s not merel

tl?e isolated act of a mad man. This comes out of g -.-er?ain utmosphere ot?
violence and hatred that hug prevsiled in - this country for many months wund
years and more especially in the pust few wonths. That atmosphere envelopes
us and surrounds us und if we sre to serve the cause he put bezm us we have
to face this atmosphere, to combat it, to struggle against it and root out the
evil of haired and vialence. '

So far as this Government is concerned, 1 trust they will spare no means,
#pare no effort to tackle it, because if we do not do that, if Wwe, In our weakness
or for any other reason thaf we may consider adequate, do not take effective
meaus to stop this violence, to stop this spreading of hatred l'g“word of mouth
or wriking or act, then indeed we are not worthy of being in this €pvernment;
we are not certainly worthy of being his followers and we are not worthy of
even saying words of praise for this great soul who has departed. So that om
this occasion or any other when we think of this great Master who has E;na,'
let us always think of him in terms of work and and sacrifice, in terme
of fighting evil wherever we see it, in terms of holding to the truth as he pué
it before us, snd if we do 5o, howevar unworthy we may be, we shall at least
have done our duty and paid proper homage to his spirit.

He has gons, and all over India there is a feeling of having been left desolste
and forlorn. All of us sense that feeling, and I do not know when we shall be
able to got rid of it, and yet together with that feeling there is also a feeling
of proud thankfulness that it has been given to us of this generation to be asso-
cinted with this mighty person. Ir ages to come, centuries and may be
millenia after us, people will think of this gensration when this msn of God
trod the earth and will think of us who, however small, could also follow his

path and tread the holy ground where his feet had been. Let us be worthy
of him.

2xp Fen, 1948

Saiyid Mohd. Ssadulla (Assam: Muslim): Mr. Speaker, Bir, on behaif of
the Muslims of the Dominion of Indis, on behalf of my Muslim colleagues on
this side of the House and on behalf of myself, I humbly and umcegmm
ciate myself with what has been said of the great personage who gui the
destinies of India in an unofficial capacity. It was he who brought us to a
very sound and solid basis as a rock of peaceful workers in the international
field. We who were flotéam and jeteam in the ocean of internajignalism, we
who were treated as slaves, were by his foresight and by his political wisdom
dragged out from the mire and placed on the throne of freedom. It is s pity
that he is no more with us.

I need not speak anything about his great political achievements which
India achieved . through his effortse for the last. thirty years, as have we nok
proclaiined him as the Father of the Nation only a short while ago? I_ want
to speak, Sir, on the side of which he was an earnest exponent, the side of
love, the side of non-violence, the side of toleration. No greater tribute can
be given by a Muslim when he says that a non-Muslim preached all the creeds
—not merely preached but also practised—all the tenets and injunctions of
Islamo. I find, Sir, in the great love of truth, in the satyagriaha movement,

arallels thirteen hundred years ago. Who does not k'gow who has rﬁad the
Efé of the Prophet of Arabia that the practice of what is now termed -_-Ba‘E_m—
geaha” which Gandhiji preached, was preached by him while proclaiming the
new religion of Islam in the streets of Mecca? I can tell you, Sir, that if is
Islam which had preachied foleration thirteen hundred - years ago, for aay
student of comparative religion must remember that at a tlme_when the world
was torn with feude, when the world was literally intolerable it was the grf.q.t
Prephet Mohamad who proclaimed to the world that a man to be true t.o...ni
religion mus? respect the prophets and religious reformers of all religions tlin
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bave heen seut to this world by an all-mighty Father. The fact that Mahutna
-Gandhi in his prayer meetings used to have recitations from the Qoran elearly
demunf‘tmyes the breadth of his outlook. the negation of narrowness i his mind
‘and his s‘neere endeavour to bring into one whole the different - religiously-
minded people of this sub-coutinent of India. His love of the oppressed is. one
of the tenets of Islamic religion. We maurvel how his frail body could eontain
such a magnanimons wind as to feel for the oppressed of all religions, . the
oppressed of all societies, whether political, spiritual or social. '

. We are here today to respect his memory. Mere utterance of words im
praice of him will only be lip-service. If we really want to do homage to that
great departed coul, we must try to fulfil the mission which he himself thought
remained unfulfilled, )

I veal somewhere that once Mahatmaji had said:

“My mosion i3 o morely hrothe hood of Indian hum-'-uit'y. My missjon is not mer
frealon of Likia, thoug's tadiv it nndonbtedly eagrosses practically the whole of my
and'the wiile o7 my time. But though reslisation of the freedom of india, 1 hepe to ‘realies
and ei-ry 01 bhe mission of the botherhond of nsn, My patriotism Is not Bn exclusive thing,
It ix all 0 b 2 ing and 1 should rejet that patriotism which sought to mount npon the dis-
tross oo the explojtation of sthe: nativnnlities,” : '

Ii we really want to be-true disciples of Mahatmaji, if we want to see his
mission fulfilled, we must work and conduet ourselves in such a way thad
these utterances of his are implemented. '

One other great trait of this saintly man was that he placed .the utmosh

reliance on the efficacy. or rather the supremacy of. moral values over material
_enes.

Let us in all humbleness follow in the foot-steps of this great man and that
will be the best demonstration of our homage to him.

Bev. Jerome D'Souza (Mndras: Genersl): Mr. Speaker and “Honourabla
Members, Mahatma Gaudhi's voice, the voice of the dumb millions of onr
land. has passed into the Great Silence.. All of us are aware he was a gresl
lover of silence and in that silence he heard ‘‘the still small voice” in irresisti-
ble accents and he translated those accents which he heard in the seerecy of his _
heart, to the waiting multitudes, the waiting millions of our land and the whole
world. And for the last twenty, thirty or forty vears the whole world has
been filled with the echo of that beautiful. that musical, that incomparsble
voice: and today that voice is still. A great bell was tolling in the right and
all of n sudden that bell is silent, the most remarkable. the most consoling, t!_m
moxt enmobling voice we. have heard in our generation is silenced. But in
the words ef*our Prime Minister, it is-not mevely grief that we shall allow to
invade our heart, in the silence that is created in us; rather we shall think with
proud thankfulness of what he was and what he gave to us.

The whole land will bless him becanse the life that surges through ihis
nation iz the life given by him. And yet he has worked this strange miracle
in this land, in this household; shat every member of it thought that he loved
him more than he loved others. The grent Hindu community will eall him
the pride and glory of their community, the finest flower of their race and
gulture. The Muslims will say that he wae their champion, that he under-
gtood their sentiments, that in this land it was he who raised his voice for.
$hem. The Harijans will say that he was their very father and that he loved
jone alse as he loved them. The women will say that he was their Enﬁm!.
‘mhe understood their timidity and that he slone brought them out of their
ehacurity and their humility into the public fo work for our 'ocnmg-. Perhape,
¥he childven will finally say that he loved them most for he laughed and played
with them like & ehild: this ir what the father of o house does, to each child
¥e gives the impréksion that he loves Him more than others, Wwhen, in truth,
e loves all equally. This is what onr Father, our Bapuji, did for the children

of thig land.
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[Rev. Jerome D’Souza] '

1 aub, they were doubt-
by the magic of his word, he brought all of us into
this movement and today we stand with our brethren, we stand with all the
rest of the country, in the dignity of our new-found freedom and in the deter-
munation to work for-its prosperity. If I nay say 8o, his words, his example,
b's doctrine of non-violence, brought home to all, the teaching of the Sermom:
on the Mount. Its beautiful words kept on ringing i in i
He has turned i
Christ, and by this means h

trymen, and them unearer to us, And in his last days when some of us were
fearing that perhaps the violence which was spreading may spread further,
his voice, raised in defence of every minority, filled our hearts with immense-
comfort. Such a oue, the very embodiment of the power of the soul, one for
whom the body was nothing and the soul everything, one for whom time was.
nothing and eternity was -all, even, he has fallen, fallen by the mistaken action
of a foolish child of his. My friends, he had learnt more than anybody else
in the world that more powerful than the sword wag the weapon of love. In

the midst of so many controversies, our beloved leader did not give back one:
angry word, one recrimination—for he was the very

'y embodiment of sweetness
and patience. And even he has been taken away from us by violence.

We do net know where to turn and what to say in this calamity. We
know thut cruel as the deed was which took him away, his work cannot suffer,
but that it now receives an added strength from martyrdom; out of this
martyrdom surely will come a new lustre for those ideals, & new power for .
those words which he has uttered and which will be repeated lovingly : by
millions and by generations. The grams of seed falling on the ground and
dying will produce fruit a hundredfold. Friends, let us join together in offer-
ing the great men upon whose shoulders the burden of the Government of
this country has come. the pledge of our love and our sympathy and the assur-
ance of our unswerving fidelity in carrying out their task. Let us make up our
minds that neither by word nor by deed we shall weaken their effort. And so
when this great light has failed us, let us remember that those idesls bave an
inner light, their own inherent brilliance and that they have mow an added
lustre from the aureole of martyrdom, from the supreme sacrifice’ which has
crowned his long .and liumble ife. “@reater love than this, no man hath, than
that he lay down his life for his friends’’. May God rest his genfle soul, and
grant him eternal happiness !

Shri M. R. Masani (Bombay: General): Mr. Spesker, Sir, I am gmte‘fig
for this opportunity to join in the nation’s homage to our beloved leader. Jus¥
as the smallest child in a family feels most orphaned by the loss of the fa.tl.xer,
it is only in the course of things that the smallest of the groups and the mino-
rities that make up this country should feel thé most orphaned.

But T would rather speak today, Sir, on behalf of the generation to_whické
T belong—a generation of Indians of all kinds and races and religions. It was
a generation that entered life as rebels against Gandhiji and his ideas. Imbued
with a philosophy that was different from his, moved by patxepg?, many of
ue of that generation entered public life as rebels agginst Gax{dla.lj} s ‘thoughig
and -idess. We regarded the Charkha as the symbol of & primitive life andf
village industries as antediluvian. We thought that Truth and Non-violence
were, only not irrelevant but even obstructive fo social progress sud socnlv’
revolution. We thought Gandhiji had already performed whatever progressive:
role he had to play in history. by the time we amived on the scene! “Two decades

“have possed since then and, as the years have rolled by, more and more of ug

bave hacome aware that ib was not Gandhiji who was out of date but it wis W&
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who had failed to realize the way in which he had sensed the needs of our
century, while we were still mouthing the slogans of the 19th century. We
hm[e_ come to realize the tremendous contriputions be bas made to political,
social and economic thought, to appreciate the stress he has laid on the de.
centralization and distribution of political and econoniic power so that the lowli-
et in our country may partake in it. We have come to realize the need for
moral values ss we have seen Europe that we go admited, devastated by
two World Wars and faced with totalitarian tvranny, and we have turned to
him more and more as the prophet of social justice. We have realized that
he was ages ahead of his time and we bow before him as the greatest socialist
of us all. as a better revolutionary than anyone else in our time. We came to
scoff but we have remained to pray.

Six months back, when a group of unruly youn
abode at Caleutta, I permitted myself in Poona, when addressing a gathering
of young men there, to express my misgiving that we seemed to be qual'fying
%o go down m history execrated along with those who had erucified Christ. To

our misfortune, those fears have become a grim fact. Tt is from that same

distant city of Poona that has come the hand that has struck the dastardly
blow.

g men broke into Gandhiji's

Like Abraham Lincoln, our great leader has left us but only after he has
piloted and guided us to that primary goal which we had set before ourselves.
H's message will live long beyvond the intentions of those who have tried to
silence him, and the miscreant can only go down in history as a ‘“noteless
blot on a remembered name.”" The Prime Minister has told us how he on his
part has felt ashamed at the failure of the Government which he representa.
If the rest of us, however, were to feel that we were guiltless, we would be
doing less than justice to ourselves or to Gandhiji, because to the measure that
we have allowed the poison of hatred and violence and religious  bigotry to
spread in this country in the last six months, each one of us is guilty also.
We all have been guilty of acts of commission or omission. We kept - silant
when we should have raised our voices in protest. We may not have justified
what has happened. but too many of us have made excuses. We have connived

at and condoned violence and hatred, and today we have tasted the bitber
fruit.

T would like today to dare to hope, Mr. Speaker, that this may prove a
turning point, that this may shock the conscience of those who have allowed
themselves to' be misled by the false prophets of religious mzﬁ'y and that in
death we may follow Gandhiji more loyally than we have followed him in the
lasb stages.af his life, because that is opr only hope. IfIndm s to fol]mr the
path of militarism, of racial chauvinism and religious bigotry, hen Indis is :
lost. If we wish to emerge as & progressive, democratic and peace-loving -
nation, then more than ever now is the time for the sons and daughters of
India to rally to Gandhiji's message. Few can be Gandhi. No one can be -
Gandh’. But if there is a touch of Gandhi in each one of us, that will add up
to enough moral strength to fight all the enemies within and without that face
na

T would end with guoting a suggestion that Gandhiji Fes often made. 80
ﬁatweosnﬁcethegshfhatﬁepahmusinf,heapi'ﬁt_ﬁhathawouldm
liked us to possess. Let ue remember those words of his and both crﬂlechygl'_v

e 8 notion and individually do as he has suggested. Those words of Gandhiji's
sre: "‘Tumn the searchlight inward’’. _ _ )

- Shrimati Mansa Mehts (Bombay: General): Mr. Spesker. Sir. it is with

the deepest sorrow that I rise to assotiate myself with the feelings expressed

“by ‘speakers. iji has become one with the Etern'ty. In his

:onde it i Dewth that has died. But for us mortals it is but human that we

‘sHould mourn his loes, a loss which is so irreparable.. For ur the women b
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Porticudar his loss is irrepuruble, o0 e was owr frend and our. champion.
Without him we feel so orphane®  India has been fortunate in giving to the
world great spiritual leaders.  In that galaxy of spiritual leaders Gandhiji was
the star of the greatest magnitude. His lighs penetrafed ull spheres of liie,
not merely spiritual but political, sveinl and even economic. His light it was
that guided us to our political freedom, but the other ireedoms have still to be
achieved, wspeeially in the socal sphere we have to uchieve a great deal. His
death has been a warning to the Hindu community to give up their narrow
sectarian” religion. Hinduismn is » vasy ocean based on a humanitarien philo-
sophy. ft cannot be restricted to o narvow sectaran religion. And if Hinduism
is to Jive it must live as Gandhifi conceived it, a religion of tolerance and of
bumanity. We are talking of raising monmments to commemorate the memory
of vur cherished and beloved leader, but the greatest monument that we can
ever raise is to complate the work that he has Ieft incomplete and Jfor which he
lost his life: and that is the unity of India which is to be the corner-stone of
the unity of the world. T appeal to women in particular, in whom he had such
great faith. to come forward and work in building up this great monument
which will be the greatest bomage that we women can pay to his memory.

‘Mr. Frank B. Anthony (C.P. and Berar: General): Bir, the occasion is 1wo
‘solemn and too overwhelmingly tragie to require a long speech. As the Prime
Minister has rightly remarked we do Mahatma Gandhi an injustice by trying
to pass him by with words. Mot of us have neither the hearts nor the ears
to listen to mere speeches; but something may be said, however feeble nnd
madequate it mayx sound.

Mnhatma @andhi’s influcnce was so unique, the reverence in which he was
held so widespread that I know of many persons who perhaps had never meb
him and who belonged to communities which were not included among his
political followers but who nevertheless wept bitterly when they received this
tragic news. ' o

. Already invested with a recognition and a stature which was immeasurable,
hig lofty ideals, his unflinching-courage, his unshaksble faith, particularly
durng the communal disfurbances, made him—if that were possible—even
-greater. than before. :

Az I said at a condolence meeting on Saturday, in & world torn by strife,
‘ridden by bitterness and suspicion and hatred, the ideals and the teachings of
Mahatma Gandhi stood’ out as a solitary and yet as a shining bed&mn, beckon-
dng and pointing the way back to world sanity, to love and to brotherhood,

In India, especially during the past few months his powerful voice has been
= sounrce of strength and of comfort. particularly to the minority communities.
Bittér communal tension, imminent and fratricidal strife dissolved and relaxed
-almost miraculously at the touch of his towering moral influence.

. The first inevitable reaction to the news was one of stunned and: inarti-
,culate horror. Forebidings for India’s fubure were on the lips and in the
.minds of many But I feel. Bir, that the amazing examplg apd influence of
this truly unique man who will undoubtedly be comppared witli those prophets
and ‘sainte who have been martyred and crucified for their idenls nnd ftheir

fpith that his example and his influence will endure. .. .. ..+ . . .
"™ Little intolersnt men who by their recent sctions and u & have
8 ht to destroy the Gandhian idesls of brotherhood, equelity and democrasy
nd who - are indireetly—if not directly—rvesponsible. for this. ghantly .tragedy
: .now at least learn-and realise the evil consequences of preaching narrow
" edfimunalism and of inciting the young men of India to hatred and to violenes.
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The workings of Providence are inscruiable; who knows but perhaps by and
Whrough his death the living ideals of Gundhism may achieve their greatest
consummation. His immortal spirit and ipfluence may perhaps. more than
ever before, become an unerring and iiresistible guide to the goal of real demo-
cracy that he wanted so much for India. If that happens, if the leaders and
the people of India make that possible. then perhaps Mahatma Gandhi may not
bave willed things otherwise. May God bless him and rest his soul in peace.
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(English translation of the above spesch)

Giani Gurmukh Singh Musafar (East Punjab: Sikh): Mr, Speaker, I am.
very much obliged to you for your affording me the'opportunity to speak with.
my tiny tongue something about the Grestest Man of the World. N

~ Ahe life of Mahatmaji is the sum total of the various stages of India's.
stguggle for Independence, which mer wituessed from time to time in our-
utry. As a matter of fact Mahatmaji was a martyr, aud he died a-

martyr's death. I would have counsidered him a martyr bad he died a natural.
death, because he lived o spotless life. He lived his life for his country and
humanity. He was born for humanity; was brought up for humanity; lived for-
humanity; and at last gave up kis life for bumanity. This remicds me of a
couplet of Punjabi poetry that I had eomposed myself: It is as follows:

“Jug Jug jiwe Gandhi Pyare

Bharat da anmol dulara

Desh léi sare da sara.”

(May dear Gandhi live for centur'es and centuries. He is a priceless gem:
who devoted his body and soul to the country.)

This day, all the people, and the whole of the country is grief-stricken on
his death. He sacrificed his life for the country. In our sorrowful plight we-
understand that though Gandhiji is now physically no more in our gnidst, yeb
1:: is ':;ith us in spirit and we need uot, therefore, be sorrowful. "Our Guru.

g said:

*'Sant moe, kya royee jo apni garek joe
Rovosakat baprejo hato hat Bikai.”’

(Sinners need laments, for their souls wander sbout after death. Saints:
need no tears, for death brings them salvation.)

Mshatmaji's martyrdom marks the fulfilment of his mission. Why had he-
to court martyrdom, it was for this that a human being should respect & human.
being as such; that the principle of humanity be established and that com-
munal harmony should. prevail. We are all brethren; we should not quarrel
or fight among ourselves. Due to his love for humanity, we have called him
Bapu. He was ‘Father of the Nation’. We do not call him by this tifle
only today, because I recollect the words of Netaji SBubhas Chandra Bose
broadcast by him from the Azad Hind Radio, Rangoon, at the time of the
advance of the Indian Nationdl Army. While sddressing Mahatmaji in the
eoncluding peftion of his speech he referred to him as ‘Father of our Nation’
and asked for his bless'ngs in the ‘Holy War'. Netsji had addressed Mahgtmaji
as ‘Bapu’, on previous occasions also and he wae a '‘Bapn’ in the real sense.

Gandhiji was like an ocean which has thrown out some precious real pearls-
out of its deep bottom and these pearls constitute the country’s wealth. This-
wenith has been bequeathed by ‘Bapu’ to us. Jawshar and Patel are the
shining gems of this necklace. So long as these real pearls will remain strung
together in one necklace they will contimue to enhance the beauty of the coun-
try. The pearls of this necklace must shine. Phe secret of their brightness.
lies in the fact that its maker bas strung them tightly on a fine and strong
thread of true pMaciples. I don't find any reason why the country should nofl
shake progress when Gandhiji’s spirit i:ngresent‘ It is true that now Gandhiji
is not physically present amongst us today even a child of our country,
without the distinction of caste and creed, is overwhelmied with grief. Bud
Gandhiji. a8 a Guide. will continue to lead us on the right path. T would also
desire to say something on behalf of my community, sino_e_Gnudhx;l was 8.
tiie- qtdg:.ihsar and well wisher of the minority communities. These com-
muiities had implicit trust in him and every body revered him. No body had!
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[Giani Gurmukh Bingh Musafar] . ; o
greater love for minorities than Mabataniagi. . Kecently in his speeches deli-
vered at his prayer meetings heoften made mention of Sikhs, It took some
tme to uuderstand what he soid. But his words -on careful consideration,
though scemed to be bitter yet they were very.useful. His words were hitter
as the Doctor's medicive is for the sick. No doubt medicine is bitter bu#
hﬂw} Llueior gives the bitter medicine to cure his patient and restore him to
Dealth.

As soon us the woeful news of AMabetmagi's death reached Amritsar, u few
-of the Sikh leaders came here und on behalf of their community paid homage
to Malutmaji, expressed their grief on thig tragic event and participated in the
mourning. Prayers were organised in Gurdwaras for peace to Mahatmaji’s soul.

I pray to'God that may He grant him peace in Heavens, and Bless us
call with the strength to folfow his teachings.

Shri E. Hanumanthaiya Mysore State): Aceording to ordindry standacds,
toduy is supposed to be s mourning day. But we cannot judge Gandhiji by
ordinary stundarde. Today we ought fo make up our minds to accord homage
to the greak man that has passed away nob by shedding teaws, but by making
up ow minds to follow the ideuls he put forward and practised. '

T might say he is the greatest harmonizer Inunanity has produced. He saw
«clearly that too often religion was the cause of conflict in the world and the
foremost tusk he took up was to see that people rightly understood each other’s
Teligion. While he founded no religion himself, the great work he did was to
show to maukind that all religions had the same end and there was no reason
‘to hate each other in the name of religion. He is truly what is said in Sanskrit,
“‘sareamathasamanvayacharya’.

1% happened. that in the first great movement he launched in Inflia after
ke retumed from South Africs. he championed the cause of Khilafaf. and the
last act he did was to lay down h's life in order to bring about love and friend-
ship between the Muhanunadsns and the Hindus. If the significance of this,
beginning and end is realized hy our Muslim brothers, I hope, they will pave
the way for that harmony for which he stood. It is up to the Muslims in
Pakistan in particular, ond Hindusthan in general, to see that Mshatma
“Gandhi ‘was their greatest friend that India could produce and to follow kis
noble way of harmony. That is the real way of paying tributes to Gandhiji
and not to say merely that we feel sofry for Gandhiji’s demise or we have losk
‘our way. We have not really lost our way. Gandhiji has written and spoken
-and practised all that ts possible for a great man to say, do and pwactise. There
is nothing else to learn from any other man or book. Therefore, . if you want
really light, there is plenty of it Gandhi has left. s our heritage. It is for us
‘%0 be his true followers and worthy countrymen of his by practising his noble
I thought, when I wanted to speak, that T should speak on behalf of the
States’ people who are onefifth of the people of Tndia. {But now I think that if
T should speak from any partieular angle in paying tributes to thiz great man,
‘it would be an act of disecourtesy. I will not therefore speak on behalf of
particular section of India or any community. Great as Gandbiji was over ang
.sbove every community, every class and every country, T would lift up my
“hand, as every Hindu does when he prays to the great God Surya, and pay
any homage to him. - T pray that his soul may rest in peace. “According to the
“Hindu. bel'ef if God bestows what is called mukti on anybody I em sure _if
swould be on this great man who is fitbest to receive it. We all pray to God.
%& Mahatms Gandhi may yet guide us from mbove. Let us also pray thab
n this world surcharged with violence and hatred. his departed gmeat stu),
“hich has become one with God may show us the way %o establish peace an
--earth. That is the task. the grestest task, ‘that is left T his immediate
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followers as well us to us iu general to fulfil. To establish peace and harmony,
working ceaselessly towards thut end with all determination, is the truest way

of respecting and revering the wewory of this greatest man humanity has
produced.
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(English translation of the above specch)

shri H. J. Khandekar (.. :wd Berar: Gouweral): Meo Speaker, the deaih

of our beloved Bapu has for ever removed an apostle of non-vielence and peace

from this world. He brought us Independence; he taughi ns bow to retain

it; but foday our guide our beloved Bapu, is no move. I T nmy speak on
-
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-behalf of the Harijans 1 would esy thet Mahatmaji was like ' 8 i
for them where they madi 7 s aguingt theis Do o ourt

1 h le all their final appeals against their sorrows. and
.suﬂermgg but today that Supreme Court—Mahatmsji, ceases to exist. ﬁ him
the Hmtaymw have lost their father, they will now no more be able to place
dheir grievances before him. It was Mahatma Gandhi alone who had super-
natural powers in him that he worked for the society for 98 Jears and a8
.a.h_ways engaged in the task of uplifting this ‘society. You know all the hard.
ships. and sufferings that Mahatmaji had to endure -for this cause: but he did
0ot mind them. Bapuji treated and endeared the Harijans l'ke his own sons
and he wanted to plsce them ss gquals of caste” Hindus. He wag striving to
find a higher place for Harijans in the world. 1 do not want to say anything
“more at this juncture but 1 must*say that a great personality, a great sage, the
-messenger of peace: and .non-yiolence has passed .away. .] would say that the
-Diving Flame in man has gone out. “May the Almighty give eternal peace
+to_that. noble soul.. Today it becomes our duty to act upon these teachings
whiich  Mahatma Gandhi has given us. His efforts for . the Hindu-Muslim
unity. in. this country whick-he was making till the day he died should be
-crowped with success by us. The Members of .one community should treat-
‘the Members of the other community like ther brethren. The work for the
uplift of the Harijans must be carried on. These are the teachings and ° we
-must follow them. It is now not the responsibility of the people only, it is the
-responeibility of the Government as well. ~On behalf ‘of the Harijans 1 pay
-our homage to Mahatmaji und once again pray to the Almighty to give rest and
_pedte to his departedisoul. ) ’ - '

.Achatya J.,;B. Kripalani (U.. P: General): Bir, the tragédy for us has been
-too great and too. sudden to make coherent thought or logical expression possi-
‘ble. - Do-we mourn for Bapu we ask for ourselves.  And the reply is we mourn
for those who come and go in this .world of sorrow,. suffering and sin: we:.do

not mourn for those who go to their eternal abode and whose spirit freed from
their body pervades the universe.- And yet we mour; becaise the ‘light "that
guided our foolsteps no more guides us. ~ We mourn because all the merit that
‘we possessed was his and the Tittle greatness that we have achieved was on
hig account and not on our account. . o L
Long ago when 1 was a student and I read in history that great prophets
~were never recognised in their time, that scme of them’ were done to death by
those whom they wanted, to serve, I asked myself if.such a. onesaises in India
-where would be my place. My answer then was that my place shall be in his
ranks and when this Sun rose on our firmament “n 1014, at Christmas. time,
whei he retorned from South Africa and I had the good fortune and the privilege
-of meeting him, my mind was mude up and I héve not swerved since then.
I also thought how foolish was it of those people who lived in the fimes of the
prophets not to recognise what was absolutely plain. I hud to live and see
that millions of people who are our contemporaries d'd not realise what. they
had in their midst. 1 had thought with pride that in the history of Hindu
“religion: there never had been an occas'on when we had prevented the man of
God to live the fullest span of his life but today it is: our shame and degrada-
" t'on that for the first time in our history » Hindu's hs‘md hos been raised against
a man of the Spirit. We know that he has achieved immortality and $hat
there was nothing that he could add to what he had done. We know hll
Ldpetrines: We know his views: we know his philosophy; but more then his
.- philosophy, more than his doctrines, more than his views was the man himself.
“He had transcended everyone of h'e doctrines in his lfe. He lived v he
thought and thought as he lived. It is not possible, as the Prime Minister said,
}?f_f, meagure him bec_ause we have no measure Tl-'j_ﬂ'l which to measure 'hlm-
Words are spoken for things that are of common currency, but for extracrdinary
'tﬁ;iugs there are no words and speech becomes silent. Bo in _‘_i.hat_- gilence let
-ug do reverence to his spirit and make our obeisance. -
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‘Omly this—lef; us all today make a resolve that though we have not followed
him fsithfully in life we shall follow him faithfully in death and shall com-
plete the task that he kept before us. He merely laid the foundations of our
Swaraj, the Ram raj of which he had u true conception, in which the moral
law and not the law of violence and crooked diplomacy shall guide our path
.and all our actions as in individual and social life so in political life shall be
guided by the moral law. And be gave us an example how the moral law is to
be followed. In the darkest hours of his life his faith was greatly tried, but he
stood the test. He always said that the rigour of the moral law can only be
satisfed when we magnify our own fault and the fault of our own community,
-when we minimize the fault of others and of other communities; and he
did that. It did not matter what the other community did; it mattered what
his own community, the Hindus and the Sikbs, d'd. It did not matter whether
Pakistan behaved properly or improperly, but India must behave properly.
Bapu believed that the man who works for dharma cun never come to grief.
He ulso believed that the nation that works for dharma and righteousness can
never come to grief. Let us work in that faith and in the light of the moral
aw that he kept before us and all shall yet be well with us.

Mr. Speaker: As a mark of respect of Mahatma Gandhi Honourable Mem-
‘bers w{l stand in silence for a minute.
(The Assembly then stood up for a minute).

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Tussday, the
Brd February, 1948.
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