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ADDRE88 BY HIS EXCELLENCY THE VICEROY TO THE 
:\fEMBEUS Olt' 'I'HE COUNCIL OF STATE AND THE 
LEGISLATIVE AS8BMBLY. 

B. Z. the VIceroy: Gentlemen, little more than a year ago, I 
invited India to pause and consider li!eriously the communal lIituation, and 
I then appealed to leaders and rank and tile to pursue peace and cultivate 
a IIpirit of tolt'ration towards one another. For several months past ,I 
ha'\'e had it in mind again to speak to the conllcience and heart of India 
upon that question which Rtill ilwarfs all others in her life, but I have felt 
ROme doubt as to the most convenient means of doing it. I finally cam., 
to the conclUBion that there W88 no more appropriate way of ~ehing the 
ear of the multitudes of India than by addressing them through the repre-
sentatives of India in the Central Legialature. Accordingly I decided, ia 
exercise of the statutory privileges conferred upon me by the Governmell.t 
of India Act, to ask the Members of the Legislature to meet me here to-daY, 
and 1 am gratified that so large a number of Honourable Members of botla 
Houses should have been able to attend. 

Let me recall the salient incidents of India's recent history. 

I am not exaggerating when I say that during the 17 months that I 
have been in India, the whole landscape has been overshadowed by the 
lowering clouds, of communal tension, which have repeatedly discharged 
their thunderbolts, spreading far throughout the land their devastating 
havoc. 

From April to July last year, Calcuttf. seemed to be under the mastery 
of Home evil !\pirit, which flO gripped the minds of men that in their 
inRanity they ht:'ld themsclws absolved from the most sacred restraints of 
human conduct. Honest citizens went abroad in peril of their lives from 
fanatical attack, and the paralYlilis that overtook the commercial life of a 
great 'metropolis was only le..'Is serious than the civic los.~ that flowed from 
8 naked and unlUlhamed violation of the law, which perforce had to be 
reasst:'rted by met.hods dral'1tic and severe. Since then we have seen the 
same sinister influences lit work in Pabna, Rawalpindi, J .. ahore and many 
other places, lind have been foreed to look upon that ahyss of unchained 
human passions that Hes too oft(~n beneath the surface of habit and of 
law. 

In les!! than lA months. so far as numbers are available, the toll taken 
by this bloody strife has heen Iwtween 250 and 300 killed, and over 2,500 
injured. While anll'fY temper reigns we art' not /llways sensible of th(~ 
tragedy that lies behind figures such as these. The appreciation of it is 
dul1ed in the poisoned atmosphere, which for the time prevails. suggest-
ing that such thinllS are inseparable from the defence of principles jealously 
revered and tempting men to forget ~w frequently in history the 
attempt has heen made to cloak such crimes against society in honourable 
guise. But let us translate these things into terms of human sorrow and 
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bereavement, and let our minds dwell in pity and in shame upon the'broken 
human lives that they represent, mothers robbed of sons wh08e welfure 
they counted more precious than their own, the partnership of lives Hevcred, 
the promise of young life denied. The sorrows of war are often mercifully 
redeeined, as many of us have known, by an elemellt of Helf·sacrifice 
that transfigures and conaecrates them to the achievement of sOIO.e high 
pu.rpose. But here, over these dOIQestic battlefields, sorrow holda swa.y 
uaredeemed by any Such transforming power, and speaklt only of the t~
lela and futile paatJiona that have caUlled it. 

Nor are the mny heuaes of mourning the only measure of the damage 
which is being done to India. Is there not much in Indian Itocial life 
that &till cries out for remedy and reform and which enlightened India 
of to-day would faiD mould otherwise t Nowhere perhaps is the task 
before the reformers more laboriOUI ; fDr in India civiliution .is 110-
long, immemorial; and all thinp are deep-rooted in the past. United 
must be the effort if it is to gain sUCcesil ; and on the 8ucce&sful i.De of 
Buch work dependll the building. of the Indian nation. Yet the would·be 
builders must approach their ta8k sorely handicapped and with heavy 
heart, 80 long 88 the forces to wbich they would appeal are distracted and 
torn by present animosities. For nothing wbole80me can fio':lrilh in un· 
wholellome soil, and po one may hope to build a house to Htand qainat the 
wind and the rain and the storm of life upon foundations that are rotten 
aDd UD8Ound. 

t And what shall we say of the effect of these troubles upon India'il 
progress in the field of constitutional evolution' There are many who bold 
that the very reforms that were designed to lead India along thp. peaceful 
road of political development Have, by re&HOIl of t~e political power that 
thev conferred, hf.en directly reHponsible for the aggravation of these 
anIietie8. True it most certainly is that national Belf-government moat b" 
founded upon the Helf·government and self.control of individuals. he~ 

private citizem do not p0RHe88 theMe qualities, political self.governntent of 
a nation is an empty name, and merely Her\'es to dil.lguise under an honour· 
able title the continuance of something perilously akin to civil war. 

And tbus this prohlem, of which the reactions upon the future ot 
IJldia must ~ so intimate, is a problem with which Grca: Britain. not lel\H 
than India. is vitally concerned. For India desireH to win self-government, 
and it is Oreat Britain'l'l Helf·appointed taHk to guide hl'r to thill end. 
Surely it is evident that thOHe who deHire to win. and thOle who desire to 
lend 8118u.tance in the winning, are mutually and vitally confronted with 
the nece8.!lity of laying the flpeetre that besets the path of their common 
hopes. By the logic of our purpose or desires, we are partol!1'8 in the 
task, aDd' 00 one of us can here shirk or decline responsibility. Of the 
burden which India'8 unhappy disunion impoHell on Government, the 
figures I gave earlier in my 8peech are eloquent. It hI our inalienable 
duty to preserve order and to vindicate the law. We ttla, mllke mlllt,aketl 
in doing it ; there are few human beings who can avoid them ; but If 
we mllke them, they are, believe me, mistakes made in the cause of a 
leouine attempt to discharge the diftlct11t and painful duty that is ours. 
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Bnt I CanDot reconcile it with my conception (jf areal and eifectiv" 
partD.el1lhip in this matter between Great Britain and India to confine thlt 
responsibility, either of myself or my Government, to a mere repression of 
disorder. Necessary as that is, the situation, as I see it to-day, demands Ii 
more constructive effort. 

A year ago an appeal was made to me by many men of intluence and 
distinction that I should take the initiative in convening a conference to 
examine any means that might hold out promise of amelioration. For 
reasons which seemed to me convincing, I thought it inadvisable to take 
that step; and I have not wavered in my conviction that my decision WB.J 
well-founded. But the passage of events between that time and this 
hat! compelled me petpetually to review the grounds on which I then formed 
my judgment. I had hoped that, in answer to my appeal to the com-
munities, it might not have been impossible that they themselves, freely 
taking counsel together, might have reached an agreement genuine, con-
vinced and thus effective, that would have brought much-desired and 10nll" 
sought relief from these distractionK. In this respect my hopes ltave been ' 
disappointed. Partial agreements, it is true, ha ve been reached in regard 
to this or that lL'Ipect of  the problem, reflecting much honour upon thO&> 
who exposed themHeh'es, I do not doubt, to considerable risk with many of 
their own frienol4 in making them. But, 80 far as I can judge, those g e~ 

ments have failed to ofter that fundamental solution of the problem, and 
to gain tbat meMure of  acceptance, which are np.cessary if we are to win 
through the prl'lICnt distress. And one condition remains constant, which 
is, 88 I said last year, that no conference can offer any hope of 8ucces" 
unlell8 th08e participating in it are truly inspired with a will to peace. 

It was w:ith . e ~ pleasure that I ob!lerved. st te ~ts recently. in 
the press which mOlested that frellh effort!! might be made to bring 
together Hindus and Muslims for the diHcuHsion of these matters. Any 
fiuch attempt deserves the active good-\vill and Nupport of all who care 
for India's welfare and good name. I mYNelf have long been considering 
anxiDusly wheth('r any action by Government could help to stimulate 
that general desire of reconciliation without which nothing can be done. 
It jill not. callY', or perhaps possible, for me to give a positive or assured. 
auswer to these reflections. In mattcrs of this kind, each man must 
sllllrch his own heart and answer for himself whether be does in truth 
and without reserve desire to play his part as an apl}stie of peace, and 
whrtht'r th s(~ associated with him are like-minrled. But this I can say. 
If it were rl'prt'sented to mt' by the responsible .le!ld('rs of the great 
communities that they thought Ii useful purp0l:le might be served by my 
com'cning a conference myself with the objct:t of f:a.nkly facing. the 
causes of these miKerable differences, and  then m  8 SpU'It of determmed 
good-will consirlrring whether any practical solution or mitigation of 
them could be fonnd I shoula welcome it aR evidence of II firm resolve 
to leave no way n~e he  that might disclose means of rescuing India' 
fl'om h"r es~nt unhappy statf'. And ... if t.hese ~e esent t~o.ns were 
merlE' by thOfIt' who oecupy Rueh a os.lt~on m theIr commumtIes. as to 
pl'rmit me to aSHUnle that the .eo ~lttes wo l~  accept and abIde ,by 
any decisions at which they mIght arrIve on theIr ~eh lf  then, ll~ g 
Iuyself with them Rnd such other leaderR of p,!bhe thought as mIght 
be willing to aRsist. I should gladly and cordIally throw my whole 
e ~ gies into this honourable quest." 

A,2 
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I have bf'en told that an'" such eifort.s arc fnrpdoomf'd to faihrre. 
and that all we might aCMmplish would be to contrihute u f('w more 
barren pages to the Rtory of unprofitable is s~ion . I do not under-
estimate the difficulties; I do not minimise the risk of failure. But 
difficulties are meant to be surmounted. and outward. e ~ or failure 
-is Dot the Bole or the final tt.'st of conduct in this Hphere. After all, 
1:1any of the greate"t ventures in human history haw sprung from what 
the world deemed failures. At any given time the evil forces of life 
may be 110 Ktrongthat the efforts we call make against them appear un-
availing. Yet to allow this thought to drive us into a posture of feeble 
."quiescence in something against wl1ich our whole moral Hense rebels, 
aQ(l into losing our will for better things, this surely would be deliberate-
ly to turD our back upon enrything that makes life worth living. 

There is an epitaph in a small country churchYf\rd ·of En,land upon 
an English country gentleman, wbose lot bad been cast in thORe unhappy 
dayr. of EnIZ'Jiah history, when England too Watl torn by reli,doUB strife. 
It 1'UD8 88 follows : 

•• h the lear 18.8, whea all thiD,. .e~  ..,ere either demoUahecl' or prof ..... 
. thil Chun"h .at built by Sir FraDeia Shirley, Baroa.t, whOle liapI&r 
JlJ1lWe it ia to have done the belt thlu,. lu the woret times, and to haft' 
hoped theDI in the mOlt ealam.itolli. I  , 

I doubt whether higher telltimony eould be paid tl) any man. or more 
cancille expre88ion gi ~n 10 the forces by which this world ill mOTed. 

There molt sorely ha,'e been times during these lllttl'l' months when 
Indian patriots, gazing upon 'their motherland, i l ~  hy this inter-
necine and llenself'ss &1l'llggle, mmrt have been hard put to it to maintain 
thf!ir faith in Inflia '8 destiny utlt.arnil'lhen, lind whtm mOllY' must have 
'been even tempted to hate the f~  name of religion. which ought to be 
JlIan's greatellt Molace and rewA.rd. Yet may it not he that the pu'rpose-
~f these trials hall been to teHt the calibre of our faith. and that some 
day ,vhen the testing time illl pal'lt, thoHt' who with trullt in their 'hearts, 
8n.1 hope in their eyes, have lit riven unccllHingly to lipread kindly feeling 
among their fellowmen. will rell!! for India a Tewllrd that will repay 
ttmfolcl the hitter COHt lit which it hall he en JlurchaMcd T 

You will forgive me. Gentlemen, for Hpeakinll in a strain that may 
seem to some to accord ill with tht' hllrd facts of lift> IInfl the common 
atmosphere of politics. But r belicw-ancl I thin!. India bclieve8-
in the power of spiritual forc('s to RHHert tbcmKclYf'K o ~  their material 
(l~ e ion by which they mlly of1 en be betraypd. And it is hecause of 
tb1.8 belief that is berM and mine that J have ventured (lDce. DlO1'e to trace 
ont the only path along which India can lead her people,,' to take their 
appropriate part in the fulfilment of the ordered purpole for h nit ~ 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Monday, 29th A"ugu.-t, 1927. 

Th{' ASAembJy met in the .AssemLly Chamher at. Twelve of the Clock, 
::.\It'. ~i t nt in the Chair. 

MEMBERS SWORN. 

TJ. lIla Tun Pra, l\LL.A. (Burma: Non-European) 

Sir Alexander Robertson Murray. Kt., C.B.E., M.L.A. (Associated 
Chambers of Commt'rce : Nominated Non-Official). 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

t474·-476.· 

DVI'Y RE.u.lSED ON SUGAR UNDER THE INDIAN TARLI'B(AlIENDKENT) AOI'J 
1925, FROM THE 1ST JUNE 1925, TO THE 30TH MAacH 1927. 

477. *Haji A.bdoola Baroon.: Will Government be pleased to produce 
accounts of the dut.y realized on sugar under the Indian Tariff (Amend· 
ment) Act, 1925, in comparison to the same as if it were realised in 
aceordanl!P with tht' prp"io118 eti~  of 2fi ~  I!ent. AS from the 1st .Tunp. 
1925. and np to the ('1](1 of 1j:(· liif';. o1'flcinl year, finci t;how e:mc:Jy what 
surplus has thereby been gained , 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett : The duty realised on sugar 
during the period 1st June, 1925, to 30th March, 1927, under the Indian 
Tariff (Amendment) Act, 1925, amounted to Rs. 13,05,08,890. Under 
the old rate of 25 per cent. during the same period it is estimated that 
it would have amounted to Rs. R,25,43,068. 

ALLEGED RUDE CONDUCT OF A GUARD AND A CONSTABLE TOWARDS INDIAN 

PASSENGERS ON THE NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY. 

478. ·P&Ddit 'l'hakur Daa BUrgava: «(I) Will the Government 
please state if any complaint by a gentleman of Panipat, Ambala Division, 
Ptmjab, was received by the Agentl North-Western Railway, and the 
Inspeetor.General, Government Railway Police, Lahore, regarding the 
rude treatment and abuRe of rowers by the guard of 23 Up of 4th July 1927 
and a const.able of  the same train in respect of reserving a compartment 
oceupied by some ladies at some intermediate station between Delhi and 
Ambala result-ing in great discomfort and humiliation to the passengers 
concerned, of whom one wa. an invalid old lady and the other a pregnant 
lady' 

(b) If the answer is in the atBnnative, will the Government state 
what action has been taken by the authorities in this matter' 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (Il) and (b). Government have no informs-' 
tion. The gentIt'mEln seems to hA,'e takE'n quite the propt'r course in 
approaching the Agent. . 

t Not put Itt t.ht' n1f't>ting, owing to tht> ab8t>n('e of th(\ qUGstiOnf'f. but the questions 
null. II.U8Wera to them will be found nt page 3541 of theee proeo('dingl. 

(3503) 
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OnlfufG OJ' TO BooKING GPJ'lCII AT D:u.:.:r OJ' TU IbTu GAUGB SBCTlON 01' 
nIB BoKB.lY, BARODA AND CBNTJW. INDU RAILWAY. 

479. .PaDclit'Tbakar Du Bbarp'V& : Is it a fact that the third elau 
bookintr office at Delhi (Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway) 
metre gauge does not remain open in accordance with the rules, but that, 
to the great inconvenience and exploitation of the passengers concerned, 
it i8 generally opened only half an hour 01' 80 before the time of departure 
of trains , , 

1Ir. A. A. L. Panou : Oovt'rnment have no information, but a cop)" 
of the question has been sent to the Agent of the Bombay, Baroda and 
Central India Railway for Kuch action af! may be necessary. 

Au.BGBD HARASSMENT OJ' P .&88ENGI:R8 BY THE TB.A VELLING LUGGAGE !NSPKO-
TORI ON TRB BOMBAY, BARODA AND CENTllAL INDIA ~ 

480. ·PaDdil ftakar Du Bharp'V&: 18 it a fact that Bince Rome time 
tbe travelling luggage iDlipeetorB OR the Bombay, Baroda aDd Cen'tTal 
India Railway metre Range aection. have become 8 source of gno.at havoc, 
inconvenience, and troublt' to illiterate en~n  poor peasants and ladie. 
1n 110 far that tht'y try to extort moot')' fot themselves and fo1Ometimes over-
weigh the luggage and work on thefearB of the p888eJ1lt'rs in other w.y, t 

111'. A. A. L. Panou : Government. have no information. but a copy 
of the question haa been lent to the Agent of the Bombay, Baroda and 
Central India Railway for f'u('h R('tinn all ~  bt' nt'ee88ary . 

.ALuoBD MtJJl.t..llJUDAN F ANATIClSJ( IN DELHI AND 'l'RB NORTH-WJ.:8T II'aoN-
,. TIER PRoVINCB. 

481. *Pandit Thakur Du Bharpva: (a) nas the attention of the 
Government been drawn to the piece of news appearing on page 1. of 
tbp. llin (.~inn Time!! of JnJy 30th lInri!'!" thp. h llli n~ II Victim'! of Rangila 
!laltll '·f'nd('fta Ilnei Muslim fllnatici!lm Jet Jooloe " f 

(b) If 1'10, do Go,'cmment propose to inquire into th~ allegations and 
in case the inquiry has already been made to state how far the allegations 
contained in th(~ report arc correct' 

(c) What steps have the Government taken to protect the Hindus and 
Sikhs of the affeeted area and what punishment h&5 been awarded fu the 
otrenders f . 

(d) Are the Governmt'nt awart' that organised attempt. are beiug 
made by '1nme Mutc.<:ll1m,m" throughout India to inflamf.' the Jlublic mind 
and inC!itf' )fllfiJims to injure the Hindn" undor cover of the R(lngila Ra8ttt 
agitation, and that viruJent and inflammat.ory IJpeechell hllVI' been made by 
lome MUldim Jeaders f'ontaininll on!'" 1 hrf'AfH of iolen ~ to the 8uthor of 
the book Bangila Ralttl and the Hindus in general and advocating the 
boy<'..ott of Hindus' 

(e) Have the Government pr08l'cuted 110 far any of the J)enons re-
sponsible for such Hpeeche.ll WI clearly (,-Bme within the ambit of Section 158· 
A., 1. P. C. in the Province of Delhi aDd the North-West Frontier o in~e , 
8ir Denya Bray: (a), (b) and (c). J havt' seen the article. That 

it containH Mme e ~e ti ll and miH8ta.tementH .willhave been -apparent 
from the statement I made on the 18th AURUlit. 
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To . that statement, there is nothing, I think, which I can usefully 
add at prellent. except. that t.he Pakhai and Zakha Afridi and the Shin-
~ i ~ e li h ~ invited the Hindus from their country to return, and 
have gn'en a wrlttf'n ~ ntee not to molest them in any way if the)" 
do so. The Shinwari Hinchls IIrt' ahout thret--quart.ers of the total num-
ber of refugees now in e~h w . 

(d) Government arn aware that tbe contentt; of the pamph!et an. 
the acqnittl\l of th(l pubJi!'hp.r Htirrt'ci Ktrong feelings and gave rise to 
agitation in the course of whieh speeches of an extreme character were 
JDade in certain places. . 

(t) No, Sir. 
111". Amar lfatb Dutt : Are the Government convinced that thi. 

written fl'Uarantee will be observed , 

fir Denya Bray : I hope so, Sir. 
Kr. K. Ahmed : Are the Gonrnment aware that th(> decision of the 

High Court of the Punjab remains a dead letter and an obiter dictuM 
as Justice BroadwllY's .Judgment has confirmed the decision of the 
Allahabad High Court and therefore Justice Dalip Singh's ruling will 
han no application to any other case , 
Is it not n fact. Sir, that it remains a dead letter as nn obiter cUci ... 

irt thf' )lIW I'eport of the Punjab High Court , 

ALLlWED VILIFICATION OF HINDUS AND ARYA SAJUJISTS BY Il.ASAN NIZAX[ 

OF DELRI. . 

482. *Pandit 'l'bakur Daa Bhargava: (a) Has the attention of the 
Government been drawn to the penUstent campaign of vilification of Hindus 
in general and Aryll Samajists in partieular by Ilussan Nizami 'Of Delhi' 

(b) Has that gentleman ever been and is he at present in the employ 
of the C. I. D. of Delhi or any other Province T 

The Honourable Mr, J. Orerar: (a) TI:c aUt'ntion of Gov(,l'nrnent 
has be(,l1 (IrR\\'n to lin ohj('('tiollllhie artiel!' pnblil'ih('d in a paper edited 
by Khwaja Bustin Nizami, for which he SUhs!'ljl1l'ntly ma(le a pnhli('l 
apology. 

(b) lIe i~ not and nf'ver hilI! bl'en in the employ of the Criminal 
n sti~lttion DepRrtment of Delhi, and Oovt'rnment have no r('ltllon t" 
suppose that he hno.; ever t~l n ;;;0 employed in any Proyince. 

UNFOUNDED ALLEGATIONS MADE BV HASAN NIZAMT AGAINST ~  AaYA 
SAMAJI8TS OF DEI,RI. 

~f.  .Pandit Thakur Daa Bharlrava: (a) lIas the attention of the 
• o ll~ent h(>en drawn to 8 piece of neWH published in lIussan Niy,umi's 
paper Mttnadi to the effect that Arya .i ~t~li o ~te  f?ul means of 
conversion SII much so that 8 motor car conta1l1mg ~ l  WIth a placard 
.. Choose find bt' converted" was paraded by them in the public streets 
or Dl.1hi. whi('h n('ws Hasan Nizami W8$ suhsequt'ntly forced to own to be 

abNolutclv unfounded T • 
(b) 'Will tht> Government be pleased to state its reasons for not 'pro-

McutinJ( HURan Nizami in this CMe f 
The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar: (a) Government "have not Rcen the 

1le",-,;pnpf'l' iTI oneatioll, hut their attention WM dr8.wn to tIle hlcident. 
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(b) In "iew of Khwnja l~ n Nizami't; public apology and retrac-
tion of the 1'.1ntement madt', no prosecution was t.hought llt!CCSSRl'Y. 
Mr. K. Ahmed: Would it not be for the benefit of tht> ( ( nt ~  if 

the writer of the article bet out in the qlH'lStion ~ o. 4Rl, (tnll also 
}fau)ana H8';8n Nizllmi are prosecuted 1 If the li(~ Pro'lecu1o)" and 
the Government counsel on behalf of the Crown are instructed to move 
for the setting aside of the order of acquittal of the High Court .Judge 
of the Punjab &l1i1, the wl'jtl'r of thp articll' is retried for promoting 
~l s i hatreil, would it not be for th€' bent'fit of the counhy? Maulana 

~ n !\izllmi may be prmiecuted RIO wt'll to "top communal trouble and 
to bripg about pellce in the country ! 
The Honourable Mr. I. Orerar: Th(' Honourable M"mber'ioI sup-

plementary question refers to Ii qlltstion which has not ~ ( t heen asked. 

OBJECT OF TUg PUBLICATION OF THE BOOK" RANOILA RASUL " AND THE 

Ar.TICLE "SA.IR DOUKH .. IN THE" VARTMAN." 

484. *Pandit Thakur Du Bharpva: Will the Government state 
if it is a fact that the book Ra1lgila RtJlul and the article Sair DOMkh in 
the paper Vartman ,vas ,uitten by way of reply to similar boob Vtt.nisvift 
Soddi ka Alahari.dlli and the article Sair Di.,. Va DU'li(1 written by Muham-
madan authon , 

'!'he HOIlO1U'able Mr. J. Orerar : GO\'f'rnment have no reason to 
IOPpoS(! that thi.;' \\"8S the ea!i .... 

PBoaC1JTION OJ' TID AUTHORS OF .. UNN18VIN SADDI JO. MA' ARI8HI" AND 

.. SAm DIN VA DUNIA ", ETC. • 

480. *Pandit Thakur Du Bbarpva: Will the Government state 
if the anthoni of Unnismn Baddi ka Maharishi and Bair Pin V·a }Junia have 
~t en prolK'ctited and the publication proscribed; if not, why not f 
'1'he Honourable Mr. I. Orerar : No. The 8uthoritiNI concerned did 

Dot consider that tbe cift'ct of thf'se publications was NIlCb as to call 
for the inealll1J'eS mt'ntioned. 

RJ:SENTlfElIt"T 0,. THE HINDUS AND AaYA SAKAJISTR AT THE ATTITUDE or 
GoVUNJONT IN TIlE MA'ITEB 0,. ColllllUNAI. AND RELIGIOUS QUESTIONS • 

• 86. *PancUt 'l'hakar Du abarp ... : Are the GQvernment aware 
that there is a widespread feeling of diMatisfaction and resentment among 
the Hindu in general and the Arya Samajilta in particular that the Govern. 
ment iB not holding the 1Ca1ei even betweell the two communities in retpect 
.of varioull communal, religious questions specially with reference to proae· 
eutiOD, p1'08Cription of literature, and observance of Nagar Ki,.,.,., and 
RamliUu' • 
'!'be Honourable Mr. I. 0re1'&1' : Government are aware that alleg.-

tioDS of thili character havl' from timl' to time be.-n made h \' ml'mben 
b.oth of the ~ in ll and of the Muhammadan community. Such alle!Ja-
bonr; are E'ntJrl'iy. without foundation . 
• 

RuToRATION OF CONFIDENCE AMONG THE HINDUS OF THE NORTH WEST 

FRONTIER PRoVINOE. 

487. *Panclit 'Thakur Du Bharpva: Will the o e ln~nt he 
l~  to .. tate what steps they have taken to restore oon6dent!e among the 



QUESTIONS ANDANSWEaS. 

Hindus of the North-West }<"Il'ontier Province in general and, of Kohat in 
r,ntic\1lar ~  the riot of 1924 ! 

Sir Denys Bray : In Kohl1t the City Police has been strengthened 
by flO per cent. amI at least ao per cent. of the total strength in the 
City and Cantonments is compm;ed of Hindus and Sikhs. At least one 
Hindu first class magistrate is always posted to Kohat, and there is 
also at present a Sikh District Judge and a Hindu TrellSuty Officer . 
.. Libera:! loans ~ grllnted by Government for the rebuilding of houses 
Rnd the restarting of business; financial assistance wao; given for the 
rt'builrling of th~  Dharamsala ; and the civil courts arl" showing con-
~i e tion over terms of payment when granting moncy decrees agai.Jlst 
those '" ho sutrererl in the riots. The good effect of these measures has 
been demonstrated by the calm atmosphere e ilin~ in Kohat during 
the recent tension elsewhere O\'er the Rfljpal case. 

STRENGTH OP MUHAIUU.DAlC POLICE OEFICBRS IN THE NORTH-WESt FRONTIER 

PRoVINCE, THE PUN.JA.B, DELHI, AJMER-MERWABA. AND THE UNITED 

PaoVlNCES. 

488. ·PaDdit 'l'hakur Daa Bharpn: Will the Government be 
pleased to state the total number of Constables, Head Constables, Sub-
Inspectors, ID8pectors, Deputy Superintendents and Superintendents of 
Polire Repllrately in earl'! of the Provinces of the North-West Frontier, 
the Punjab, Delhi, . lllel ~ e w.  and the CDiteu ProvioCles, 
and what percentage of these posts is manned by Muhammadans as well as 
tbe percentage of Muhammadans in these poShl with regard to the popula-
tion bases in these Provinces , 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : J place On the table a statement 
flhowing the total number of constables, etc., in the North-West Frontier 
Province, Delhi and Ajmer-Merwara, and the percentage of Muham-
madanfl among them. The last part of the Honourable Member's ques-
tion is not very clear, and I am not Rure what furthp,r information he 

~i es. 

Percentage 01 
)tOft •• Nvmber of POI/t. 

poft •• tn(Iftfl6a b!l 
llw. l ~. 

NORTH·WIIT FaoN'l'IEB PaOVlNCE. 

Cn.tablea ',PIO 90 per cent. 
Bead Coutabl .. 624 87 per cent. 
8ub·Ia.peetora 176 69 per cent. 
Iaapeetora .. 32 72 per oent. 

Deputy .. Superintendentl 14: 86 per cent. 
SuperlntllndeutA 7 14 per cent:· 

DELHI. 

Oonatablea 1,814 56 per ('-ent. 
Bead eoultablell 163 64 per cent. 
eUb·Julpootorll 36 113 per eent. 
IUlpeetortl 10 20 per cent. 
Deputy Supcrilltendeata 2 50 per cent. 
Superintendents ., S nil. 



CoDitabIe. 

Head CoutabJe. 
Sab·lupeeton 
1Dapeeton 

Deputy SaperiDteDdent 
8uperinteDdent 
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PerHl4ttllll6 01 
Nutrtber ", me. 
"".t.. _Mtd ~ 

7'6 
86 
84 , 
1 

1 

Jl uhGmmGdGM. 

47 per emt. 
89 per llellt. 
41 per cent. 
50 per etato 

MI. 
tail. 

Government have not the corresponding information for the PUDjabo 
aad th(> United Provinces. 

To SKEEN COIIXlTl'EE'S REPORT. 

4:89. *PaDdit Tb&kur Du Bbarpva : Will the Government kindly 
I'tate when they propose to take action on the Skeen Committee '& Report " 

Mr. G .•. Y01lD8' : Th(l Honourable Member is referred to th~ reply 
riven to Diwan Chaman LaU's starred question No. 109. 

IJ'0'l'.lL MUSLIM P0I'UL4T10N or INDU SIlO WING lllLBS AND FEIULU .urD' 
LITDATU AND ILLI1'BB.ATES. 

490. *KhaD, Bahadur llakhdum l,..cl .jaD BrJrblb 8bah: Will th~ 
Government please state the Muslim population in British India and how 
many of th<!m are males and femalt:s, scholars and non· scholars , 

The Honourable Mr. 1. Crerar: The Honourable M •. ·mbcr is referrl'd 
to Tabll' VIII on pages 74·7;' of Part II of the CenHuH of India, 1921, 
Volume 1, a o ~  of whi('h iH in th<l ~i  of thl' AHsf'mhly. 

PaOIlUJ..GATION 0'" AN ORDINANCE TO STOP ScURRILOUS AT1'ACKS ON TKJr 

FOUNDER OF ISLAM. 

491. *Jthau Babadur MaJrbdum 8yecl Bajan BaJrb,b Shah : Do the-
Government propose to introduce an Ordinance Htopping mean and 
scurrilous attacks on the Great t~o n e  of Islam in future' 

The HODourable Mr. J. Orerar : Government introd Ileed .1 Bill on 
the 24th August,which is intended to have the 'effect among other 
thing" of preventing' !luch tt (~ s. 

.\ 

NUMBER OF bDlANS ~  FOR THB INDIAN CIVIL SERVIPE FROM 1922' 
TO 1927. .', 

492. *XhaD Bahadur Malrbdum Iyed Jl&Jau Bakhsb 8bah: (a) Will 
the Governmf'nt please Htate the numbflr of the Indians selected fol' the 
Indian Civj} e ~  from ]922 to 1927 both in India and in England' 

(b) Huw many ap})<lintmentH hAve gone to the MUhammadans, t.he 
Hindus, t.he SikhH and th.e Indian Christians' 

TIle Honourable Mr. J. Crerar: (a) The numher of n i n~  in t l ~ 

ing Burmans, who have been selected since 1922 for t,he '1nclitl'n Civil 
.~n i e is 109. '  . 



... (b) 10 appointments have gone to Muhammadans, 81 to Hindus, 2 
to Sikh. and 7 to Indian Christians. 'fhe remaining 9 appointments have-
gone to Burmans. 

Lieut .• Colonel H. A. J. Oidne1 : Will the Honourable Member 
kindly inform the House how many Anglo-Indians were admitted into the 
I. 0. S. during this period , 

l'tfr. K. Ahmed: 'i'hat question .incs not arise. (Laughter.) 
'l'Jae Honourable 1Ir. J. Crerar : I must ask for notice of that que ... 

tion. 

GUNT 01' .A LARGO NuuD 01' KINa's CoIOlI8810N8 TO MUB..UOlA.DANS. 

~ . "'Khan Bahadur MKhdum Iyed Bajan BaJrb.b 8bah: (II) Will 
the Government please state the number of Muslims, Hindus, Sikhs and 
other Indians selected for the King's Commi88ions, from 1922 to 1927 , 

(b) If the representation of the Muhammadans in the said Commis-
sion is not in proportion to their population 88 compared with the Sikh 
e ~nt tion (who are only 4 millions), do Government propoae to make-
up the deficiency by recruiting them in greater numbers than before , 

lit. O. II. YOUDI' : (0) AM far as can be gathered from the iU'my' 
Listll of thf' years in question, tIlt' answer i~ 20 Muhammadans, 15 Hindus,. 
16 Sikhs and none (If other religion'l. 

(b) Go\·ernmcnt. do 110t ~o in('r t lit: IoIlIflg'est ion feasiblc. 

NON-REPRESENTATION 011' THE MUSLIMS OF THE PtntJAB IN' mE POSTAL 

DEPARTMENT. 

494. "'Khan Bahadur Makhdum Syed bjan Bakhah Shah: (a) Are-
the GO\'ernment aware that the Muslims are 55 per cent. of the whole 
population in the Punjab T 

(b) Art' tIl(' Government aware that the l\[uslims Rre not represented 
in the Postal Department. according to their population ,.. 

(r) If ;l0, are Government prepared to direct the Director General of 
Post and Telegraph t.o recruit Muhammadans in proportion to their 
population , 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitrll : (a) The correct figure-
is, J understand. 51.04 per cent. according to the ('ensus of 1921. 

(b) The rroportion of Muslims in the Postal Department in the 
Punjab and North·West Frontier Circle is 47.RZ per cent. 

(c) The Government of India nre not prepared to gtf beyond the 
general instructiolls already lai(l down for all Departments. 

Mr. 1[. Ahmed: Will the Govcrpmont be pleased to state what the' 
instructions are , • 

Th. Honourable lir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : The instructions havt>· 
on several occasions been referred to by the Honourable the Home' 
Member in this Hou,-e. 

(Mr. K. Ahmed then put a supplementa-ry l~tion twice, bUl itt 
was inaudiblc.) 
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The Honourable 8ir Bhupendra lfath Jlin : I fihRll be ohliged if 
the Hononrahlt' Member will pnt donn that ~stion. ' 

Mr. X. Ahmed: It is not ncct'ssnry to put it down, lwca,use it ill ~o 
c1Mr, nn.l inth(' nlt"'rn;lth't! it will :l:':'18!n 8 dead l.~ttt~  in tht' Stl\nding 
Rules and Orders of thl!; AStlembly If It 18 not acted upon, that ilS to say 
if questions are not answered. ~ 

The ,Honourable 8ir Bhupendra Hath JIi'tra :, I cannot find aything 
in my answer which can lent! thf) Honourable Member to assume that the 
policy of the GoYel'nrnent 01' India in the matter is not heing given eftcet 
to. 

111'. K. Abmed : But tht' l l e~ anet proeedure of thi!'! House are being 
trodden down; that is to say, the ono ~le Member ill unable or will 
not 8nlJ'V'er whRt is caUt'd 8 supplementary question in clear t~ ll . 

REO&V1T10UiT TO 'l'JIB Rov.u INDIAN NAVY. 

495. *Mr. N. It JOIhi: (0) Will the Government be pleaaed to 
&1:ate from which claa they have selected. men for the Royal Indian Navy , 

(b) Is it a faet .that only Muhammadans are at e~t ooD.IJiQered 
e1igihle for recruitment t 

(r) 1\ fP GOYl'rnment aware that on tbe western coast of the Bombay 
Pret;idclIcy there arc (:lilStcs of IIiuuUb who hlw(J th!cn well kuown for their 
sea-faring  qualities , 

(d) Is it a fact tbat the Government have refused to make reeruitmeat 
from any of these Rindu castes , 

(e) Will the Government be pleased to explain the exclusion of Hindus 
frem recruitment' 

(f) Are Government prepared to take the opinion of the .A.aembly on 
this question by a ReHolution , 

lIr. O ... Y01UlC: (a), (b), (d) aDd (e). The Honourable kembut' 
i,s referred to the replies given to lir. K. S. Aney'. questions Nos. 321 
t'O S24. 

(c) The Government of India are aware that there are seafarm., 
Hindu communities h(lth on thf! Bombay coast and in other parta of the 
eoa8t of India. 

(f) Thp, Govcrnlilent of India, in view of my answer to Mr. Aney's 
qnestion No. 324. Bee no neceIBity to elicit a debate in the HOUle bX 
moving a ~l h ti ll. 

INJ'L.UO(ATORY eolOlUlf.U. WBmlfCJ8 Df A. SaOTIolf O. Tn PUlflAB Paua. 

496. ·Mr. It. O. Bor: (a) Haa the attention of the' Government of 
India been drawn to the lpeechea made by the Honourable Sir Geoffrey 
deMontmorency and Mr. H. D.' Or.ik in the Punjab Legialativft Council 
on thf.l 18th July lut on the mbject of infiammatot'Y communal writingt 
'in a Ht>ction of thf' Punjah PreMs , .  , 

(b) U""e fhe Pllnin h Government Rnbmitt,ed auy proposalf'!. wh~tlle  .. 
'Of a le~i l ti e or ndminL .. trative character to deal with thiH problem' 



QUESrlONs AliD' ANSftRS. 

(c) If the anfiwer to (b) be in thenegati'\'e, wjlJ tbe Government of 
lnrlia be }llew;ed to .. tatt> if they have at all t~n addrellSc<l. by the Punjab 

~ n ent on tlw "uhject Ilnd jf the reply be ill nbe aftirmative, will they 
be further pleased tu place on the table of the A!o;semhly. a copy of the 
J>lInjah (io\,('rnnwnt's lettf'r on t.he Hubject. 1 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar: (a) I 1w.V6 Moen report!) of .the. 
speeehelS in tht· Pre"". 

(b,\ and (('). A lett cr ha!; been received. and it; unuer cOll!;ideration. 
It is not proposed to IllY III copy on the table. 

INFLAMMATORY COMMUNAL WRITINGS IN THE VARIOUS PROVINCES. 

497. *l\Ir. K. O. Roy: Will the Go\'ernment of India be pleased to 
liltate wbether it bas Hatisfied itself that the Provincial Governments ht\te 
used their full relWurces in dealing with eommunal inflammatory writings 
in the various province!! ! 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar: The Government of India are satis-
:fled that Provincial GovernmHnts are fully alive to the. evil caused by 
llUCh writings and are using to the beat advantage the power whieh the. 
existing law (rives them. 

LENGTHS OF JURISDICTION OF DISTRICT TJUJ'FlC SUPERINTENDENTS AND' 

EXECUTIVE ENGINEERS ON THE AsSAM. BeNG,U., '11111\. EASt" ~ TBlC 

EASTERN BENGAL AND THE NORTH WESTERN RAILWAYS. 

498. -Mr. lrial! Olumdr. D1ItW. : Will the Qover.nm.ent be pleaset1. 
til state the average area in miles over which J;)istl'ict Traffic Superin· 
tendenb. and Exeeutive Engineers are placed on the (1) Assam Bengal 
RailwllY, (2) 1hl' Eastinrlilln RailwI1Y, (3) thl.' EIlNtt'1m Bengal Railway, 
and (4) the North Western Railway' 

Ilr. A. A. L. PIU'IODI : There are no longer Traffic or Engineering 
Districts (In the East Indian and North. W 6!!tern Railways where the 
Divisional System haR been introduced. On the Eastern Bengal Railway, 
1.boul/:b the Divisional System bus not yet been introduced', the Transpor-
tation and Commercial work of the oM 'fraftlc Departmettf. lias been sepa· 
18te<1. and apart from the Chitpur Yard the only remainillg' 'I'raffic Dis-
trict if'l the Dacca Distr-ict. This distriet is in eharp:e of a District. 'I'rafti,c 
Sllperintpndl:'nt and has II. route mileage of 161. The average route 
l1Iileaf!{' on the districtR in h ~e of Open Line Executive Engineers on 
thE' EIIstrrll Rengal RailwllY is 24ii. The (~ ~e route mileage under 
DiRtrict Traffic SnpE'rfntendents ana District ExeGutive Engineers on the 
Assam n~ l Railway is approximately 273. 

(At thi" tfl~  Sir Vir-tor Bassoon, wearing a top hilt, entered the 
Chamlwl' fwd took his se!lt. without (~ o ing his hat.) 
Mr. K. Ahmed: Sir, I rise to a point. of order .. Is a.n Honourable 

Mf'mbc.'r of this ARRemhly allowed to SIt here WIth a top hat on"1 
(LaughtE'r. ) 
Mr. Prelident : Order. order. 

AOOJDENT ON THE ASSAM BENGAL RAILWAY BETWEEN BAItLEXJt'A AND LA.'tIJ 
STATIONS. 

499. eMr. 8ri1h Ohandr. ~ .. : ~ill the ~ e li ent ~e pleasccl 
to publish the renltll of the enqutry lield regudlDg the aCCIdent that 
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o el~. e  eta the AII51ml eng~l &ilway line between Barlekha and ;Latu 
sTatIons to No. 10 down tram on the night of th ~ 30th March last' 
What wa. di41 accident due to' II! it the opinion of the expert!! that it 
is pOll8ible for. carriageH being severN! from the train hY' a violent storm 
.even though tht'y may be securely chained , . 

• ~. A. A. L. P&I'IODI : Government do not consider it necessary tv 
])ubbsh the results of the enquiry. but I am quite willing to sho\v' the 
Honourable Menlber tho report if ht' will eall at my office. The accident 
was due to a cyclone. and the andwer to the last part of the question is 
in the aftlrmative. 

bCONVENIJ:liCES OF HIOHER CL.U8 P A88ENOERS ON THE AsSAil BXNGAL 
RAILWAY. 

000. -Mr. IriJh OhuuIra Datta : Are the Government aware tlutt. 
higher class passengers ere 8ubjected to much trouble and incOnvenience 
on the AMam Bengal Railway liDe specially at night for want of accom-
modation owing to the Travelling Ticket Examiners being allowed to 
navel by second ClaM' If 80, do Government propose to recommend 
providing, more acel)mmodation IJO that the passenger!! may Dot be 
nbjeeted to any inconvenience f 

JIr. A. A. 1.. ParsODI : Government have received no complaints to 
thiM elfeet, but a copy of the question and this an,wer will be sent to the 
.Acmt, AIaam Bqal'Railway. 
t501.--503.-

DI8CONTINUAN(,P'; OJ' THE UPPER SUBORlJfN'ATP: ENotNEERINO SERVICE Olf 

STAn: RAlLW.A YS. 

DCU. -Mr .• 1Ikhtar 8iPgb : (a) Will the Goycrnment be pleased to 
.tate the time since when th" upper 8ubordinate engineering aeJ'Viee baa 
beeD dilK'Ontinued in the Railway Department' . 

(b) 11o,,' mllny t lo~ el. s WE're s,'r"ing in the different Stllte Rnilways 
at the !imc when the npper subordinate service W8.8 diseont.inued ,  ' 

(c) Are there 80IDe rule!:! made for the future prespects of the em-
plOY-eel of this Hen-ice 8K regard", their promotion, allowance, etc. T Will 
the Goyernment be 'plea.Med to place on t he tabU! a copy of tbese rules t 

(d) Since wben h8':1 lln~  inl!t(>Tll(>nt not been giyen to the employees 
01. thi" bl'8Dch and how long is it not likely that. they will be given Ilny 
promotions , 

(e) 1M there any objection to granting them the time-Meale pay as in 
other branches of the eervice , 

JIr. A. A. L. PartODl: (a) No recruitment haH been made to what 
wall designated the State Railway Upper Subordinate Engineering El!ltab-
1iahment aince 1923. 

(b) 53. 

• Not put at the meetIng, owing to: the ~ s n  at the, qUeltioDl'r, but the qu(\itlonl 
,ad auwen to them 1rilt be foUild M' pale 8M2 of tbeie I'roeHt1mll. 
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(c) No definite rules have been laid down for. the future prospectit 
Bf the men in question. Promotion within the Cla88 of overseers is regn-
18tM . according to the length of service and that to the other grades 
depends on the o('currence of vacancieli. 'fhe men are also eligible for 
promotion to thc Provincial Engineering .. eryice and the Indian Railway 
Service of Engineers. 

Their allowances arc regulated by the Fundamental and Supple-
mentary Rule:e. 

(d) '],be last promotions were mnde in August 1927. Further pro-
motions will be made as .occaRion arises. 

(e) Oo"ernment do not on~i e  it necessary t'o introduce a time-
scale of pay for this class of subordinates. 

TEKPO&ABY BNGINEERS IN THE R.uLWj.Y DEPABTHENT. 

506. -Mr. Mukhtar Singh: (a) How many temporary engineers h.vo 
been employed in the Railway Department during the last three years Y , 

(b) W by were the men l e~  in service not given ap.y promotions 
to thHe posts instead of recruiting men from outside f  ' 

(e) What is the natore of the work entrusted to them and what are 
tkeir qualificationR T 

(d) What is the amonnt of "alary drawn by these temporary engi-
neers and what is the amount of salary drawn by permanent men of the 
8Al1le qualifications T 

(e) How many employees are serving as temporary engineers for 
"OTE' than. 10 years in th~ Railway Department 1 

(I) Why are they not made permanent and attached to the cadre of 
diJlcrent departments of service for which they are qualified , 

Mr. A.  A. L. PanODl: (q), (d) and (e). The Honourable Member 
will find th~ information which he wnnts in the Classified List of State 
Railway Bsthhlishment, copiet; of which are in the Library. 

(b), (c) and (f). To supplp.ment the permanent "taff of engineers 
to the cxtcnt neCeljSllry to cope with survey, construction and special 
'works, the "olume of ,vhich is subject to fluct'lution from year to year, 
engineers with nccept.able qUlllificntions are enll ~e  on short term agree-
ments. The employment of this temporary ell~inee ing staff does not 
t ~ t the prospects of the pf'rmsnent E'ngineering Rtaff' ; on the contrary 
the cxpnm,ion of the perman('nt cadrc to meet these temporary needs 
would not. only affect the prospects of the permanent staff llnfavourably, ..... 
but would expose members of the permanent staff to the risk of their 
services lwinll terminated prematurely when the programme of such 
work is slowed down or is com pIE-ted. 

606. -Mr. Mukhw Singh: (a) Will the Government be pleased 
• to state the places at which the authorities stopped the Hindus playing 
.lausic in their own houses during the last Muharram days' 
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(b). Did the Imperial Government issue 8111 instructions on this point t 
~  110 wl~l the Government be pleased to place on the table a copy of lOch 
l st ~tl n  T 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar: (a) The Government of India are 
n{)t in p<>ssession of the information. 

(b) The answer is in the negative. 

SUPPLY OF GaEE TO THE ARMY. 

507. ·Mr. lIIukhtar Sin,h: (a) Will the Government be pleased 
to state wbetber ()t not tenders are taken from the different firms who 
,vi!w' to supply ghee to the Army T 1£ the auswer be in the affirmative 
were the tenders invited in 1926·27 , 

(b) If not, why waa the general rule departee from and to whom and 
at wbat rate was the contract for the supply of ghee given T 

• Mr. G ... YOU&': (4) and (b). Tenders are invited from finD8 
whose names are borne on the list of approved gbee contractora maill-
tained .by the Director of Contracts. In 1926·27, lUI. an experimental 
melUlure of economy, ghee WILlI obtained through a purchasing agent at 
actual cost to Government pl.u a small buying commiuion instead of 
on contract at fixed rate&. Meslln. Pahlad DaM Alopi Pa1'8&ad and 
Company were appointed as the buying agents and the rate at which 
ghee was purchased was Rs. 791710 per 100 Ibs. 

SUPPLY OJ' GBEE TO THE ARMY. 

GOB. *111'. II1IJrIR&r ... : At what rate was the contract for the 
Illpply of ghee to the Army given in 1925·26 and in 1926·27 T 

Mr. O ... YOUJIg: In U2,l)·26 the ~ ee COllt Rs. 90 per 100 Ibs. lb 
1926·27 the actual eo"t of ~ f e plus the "gent'8 commission amounted to 
Be. 791710 per 100 Ibs. 

ANALY81S or THE DUFERENT BRAND.'iI or IMPORTED GBEE. 

1)()9. -Mr, Mukhtar Bin,h : Will the Government be pleased to state 
tire method employed by the Milit.ary Departmf'nt to ascertain that the 
ghee supplied ill rf'ally !Z;hee made from milk and it; not adulterated 
b,' the imported artificial ghee T Has the Military Dellllrtment analysed 
the i o t(~  gbees of different brandl:l and hln'e the .... f(luud ~llt the method 
of ~ting ishin~ them from the natural proolld? If NO. WIll the Govern· 
ment be 1)11"8"<'0 to pla('(! on thE' table thp amlJysis of HIt' different brands 
Qnd tbr mpthod of dilltinf!'uiHhinft them from the nat111'lll product f If not, 
do the Governm('nt propo!o!e to tak(' steps to do it now f 

Mr, O. It. Your: 'rhe IZ:hee tf>ndered for accept.ance is conditioned 
snd sampled in the ma1Jnt'r prescribt-d for analytical and ()t.her tests by 
the Military Food Lahoratory. I am not myself aware of the precise 
methods ~ lo e  nor would it Rr:rve any public purpose to ~h e techni· 
cal detail,,_ The anJlwer to th4' 8t'('ond part of thfl question is in the amr-
1Jlatin. It is not uAual to dilclole any analYllis of the Military Food' 
Laboratory and the Govemmetlt. let no reuon to do 80 in tJili8 cale. The 
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·information which the Honourable Member reqUires could be obtained 
from any competent analyst on payment of his fee . 

• 
Sir Viotor Suaoon : Is artificial ghee less beneficial to the health 

than natural ghee , 

111'. G .•. YOUDg : I believe it to be the opinion of medical authori-
ties that it is le88 beneficial. It is certainly less preferred by the sepoys 
who consume it. 
t510.·-51l.· 

PUBLICATION OF THE REPORT OJ' THlC SUB-CoIOlrrrEE OF TIlE INDIAN Rum-
HUJUlT CoXKITTEE WHICH VISITED EUROPE AND hElUeA. 

~ . *Pa.ndit Birday Bath JtUDSnl: (a) Are Government aware that 
a Sub·Committee of the Indian Sandhurst Committee went to England, 
France, Canada, and the United States of America to study the military 
training institutions there T 

(b) Did the Sub-Committee receive oral evidence or written memo-
rfllldft from military, educational, or other authorities in those countries on 
th~ points which it was required to study , 

(c) Did it submit its report and the information collected by it to the 
Indian Sandhurst Committee' Did it recommend that its report ilnd 
proceedings should be published Y 

(d) Did the Indian Sandburst Committee approve of their publica-
tion T 

( e) Did the report of the Sub-Committee form part of the report 
submitted by tbe Committee to the Government of India T 

(f) Has the Sub-Committee's Report been published' If not, will 
Government be pleased to state the reasons for the suppression of the 
Sub-Committee's report , 

(g) Did Government modify ethe report of the Indian Sandhurst 
Conlmit.tee in any manner before allowing its publication , 

(It) Will Government reconsider their decision and lay the Sub·Com-
mittee's report. on the table' 

Mr. G. M. Young: (0) and thp. first part of (c). My Honourable 
fl'iend will find the answer to his questions in paragraph 4 of the Indian 
Sand burst Committee's Report. 

(b) The Sub-Committee received in the course of their proceedings 
both oral eyidcnce and written memoranda. 

(c) SeMnd part. 'I'he Report of the Sub·Committee· contains no 
such recommendation, but I undcrRtand that the Sub·Committee made 
the recommendation to the Commit.tee. .,., i' 

(d) It appearll from the Committee's proceeding-s, as well 8S from 
Rn inforlUal ~( li tioll made to Oovernmell.t, Ull,t tile ·Committee 
df>Ril'ed that tlul Sub·Committee'lI report should be .publiShed. Goyern-
ment Wl're aware of this fact whl'n t~le  decided not to p.i.lblish' the 
report. ". .  .  .  . . .. , :t ... 

.... t ~t Ptit.at t~e eetin o~g t~.tho absenceof·theq)1lstioll.er, t he ~~~n  .. 
·cdan"ert to tb. willl1e foua4 at pages !1542-48 of these proceedings," ., .. 
. ' ;.!'\,:j 

~. JrB 
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(e) No, Sir. , 
(f) The principal ~~ ~ w ~t t. .t .t~ JiepQl't f,)f thll m.aAu. ~itt  

was self-contained. The nHlln C()m:mittee IncQT{lOrated ~ l (.lti~ ill, theil' 
~ ~h ~ge of the ~~ ft ittee  rey,ortlls,ttieS thought 
necClSl>nry, but did not !iubmit the Sub-Committee's report a<; a wllOle . 
... .m. from, t.hil! 1PeN. iW8fe p"slC'eH ,in, t e ~itt  ... '8'1'.,1'1 -which 

wi~e o,e"VM1tat 8f hdir. ud Hi. Majnt,tr'. ,Ge.vernment in 
tJleir decision not to publish it. The report of the Sub-Ooaai,"ee mOl'e-
over was made to the main Committee, and not to the GoverDDlent of 
n i~. It thus merely formed part of the material on which the Com-
mi'tA6e ~ t'beir Klaifl re'fJOrt. l't iB Dof required for a proper under-
standing of' tIN lUi .. '"port ~ it "EAlk1: ~ tliefl  ha'\re been'submitted 
-.a ~.~. tb.e ~~ ~  ~ •• II,OOtl,.it-·_80tbeelJ·publisbed. 
. <,) TJle ee.m.ittlee ' •• aial'lqK)r.S .... published exactly as it stood. 
it. w ~ net. modUl.d in any respect befere puBicatina 

(h) The answer is in the negati"t'. 

ltulllhlllnlay .... X...,.: How if! it, Sir, that the Honourable 
MelDber .. ted the 'other dlayon behalf of Govermnent that they w.ere 
not aware of the fact that the bwlian 8andh'llM Committet' had recom-
mended the ppblieation of the SUb-Committee's report and proceedings ? 

Mr ... Jl. 1IodDa': • Indian S&ndbul'PJt Commit tee D1ade no such 
recommendation. Alii I have jUlIt stated, it appeal'S from their prnceed-
inQ'& that thflY desired the Sub.Committee's report to he published, but 
tht·\' d iii IlO!. Wilke Ii l'f'eommendation to the GoverllnH'nl t hat it ~h lhl he 
publis}H'r.l. 
Panctit Hirday Nath Kunzru : W ('ro Oovernnlf'nt 1I\\'ar(! of the fact 

that ther!' waK n Resolution in tlIP pr(wCf'tlingH of tht, Committee t~ o

enl in~ Uw publication of the n o ittl ~ l'f'port. wht'n IH' 1111-
8W('reO ~ Kimi1al' qllf'lIIt iOT! IH!'i'ol'f' , 

Mr, G. II. Young: Hir. I wUs n.ot w .~ of it thcll, and I Elm Ilot 
In"ftl'f' nf it II0W. I hit"!, pent1-lf'd 1h(' i l t~ of th,' Committe."}; 1)J·ol:.!etl-
ing,." and thH(' is no ~ n Rt'!ilo}lItil'm f't!eorded. 

Mr .•. ,A.. lillDlIb : May I 811k wtIt"ther the fact of a recommenda-
tion of the Sandhunt Committee rt>garding the pUblication of t'he rf.'port 
«Jfr the StM-Commi,ttee ".nj·oI the pr.eeedinga halUtl ,"-,ell made 'Would 
~ e "'eJebM .'ilh the QQW&ft18lmt.·ia ,deoiding t.be Clileloliioe of pn.blieet,ioD 
of t.he report and the proceedingll of the Sab-OouuniUetl f, 

......... VO'bI': I '08BIlot aJl8WM' a bypnthetiea·1 que.ti.n of that 
kind . 

. .... ' _." .... ..,. : 1&y I qO'W w et~e  the Gcrvel'llment 
~~. (  'iirb' ~ t ti . trfmi the' ~t i  of ~ 'Committee for-
mally aakirig them that the report 'of *e Orilmlttee 8ItoUld'be ptib-
Itielredi' ,*. 'Or ....... ; No, Sir. A. I '."e, ll e~  .ttt,eel, it WAI U m-
~ . e ~~ ti il. r 

1Ir. •. A . .ltmaala : )fa,. I know if it iA a fact that the Gove.....-t 
tleeili.Ii-tt&tt·MpU1iH ... ~.t  ~~ . ee lw 
~ft f  • 'die ~  't1Ia't . .,. tielaMb. -.JO • .;, 'it __ .. 

able t ,. . 
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Mr. G .•. 'YoImr: Bir. I haw given in full the rea60ns why the Gov-
eru.aent of ladia hided not to publilth the report of the Stib-Commit-
tee. 
Mr. M, A, ~  Do 1 ~ l  t~ i.~ the' e s~ had 

nl,)thing whntever to d() with the fact whetWu.-tbeSundlllirst Committee 
f( ~ ~ l ll . ~~~  its l. li~ t. i n ~ xwt T It had n.ot i ~ w~
evoJ' I.e dQ ,v,it 1;. tllAt f4ct T , ...,....-' 
. ar, Q ... ~ ': That, ~ ~ .the ()a86. The fact that tiDe eoo~ 

~en on. such. a8 It waH, was made in. 8ll" i~o l l ~e  ma.Qe no-
uifteNDce at all. GMernment were w ~ th-'l the Comtnittee desired 
the puMicatHm of' tile 1'epol"4l, and th-e tnere fact that they bad DQt stated 
that dE-Rire formally did not weigh with the Government in tlie least. 

Pandit Bir4aJ f~ .'ImIfU: S4", D)ay: 1 know whefher tat Honour-
Hble Member stated the other day on behalf of Government that it was 
H i!< :\Iajesty's Government that had stipula.ted that the material placed 
b(-fore the 81lb-Committf'p. should not be puhliRhed, and how does he re-
('oneill-,hat r('ply with the rt>ply ~hi h h(' has givt>n t~  namely, that 
not merel." His . e~t~  's OOvl.-rllment hut nlso the Government of India 
aTe agail1st the pnh1il'tltion of the SUb-Committee's report and proceed-
infl'!' t 

Mr. G. M. Young : ~  Ilollonrahle friend, I thini" is ('onfusillg', if' 
I mil:'" il~  MO. th" matf'rial ",hien WitH pltl('ed bt>fort' the llh ( ll itte~ 

hy offh'ilt 1 1't'preRen1I\tiv(,R of HiM Mlljt>Rt:V'S Gm'ernnH'nt R11<1 which 
fo i ~  1Iart of the Snh·CommittN '!'i proc('ed inl!s, with the Suh-Com-
mittp(, 'f; I'('port, 

Po.ndit Hirda.y Nath J(unzru: Am I tn llnOl'rstfind thllt while His 
MII,ie8ty'", (JoYeJ'nmpnt Wt'rt> opposed to the puhlieatioll (If the proceed-
inlZ'N. til,· (lowrnlllt'lJ! of India went fllrlht-)' and oppospd the publica-
tion of the report also? 

Mr. M. A. J.innah: Do ll.llltlrrst8Jl<i tho lIOllQUrahle Memhel: to litllte 
that tillY :,ii;11I1lltion Wits 1111>)(1.- uy . o ~  either hy tlw HlItlwriti",,, or 
th(~ witncHses who apPtlureu befol'e the Su.b-G(Unnlittf'c, that they were 
not, to puhij",h ~  l w (~e ings  thail' ll~te i ls or thd,' f i ( ~  1 

Do r undeNt-and the Honourable Kember to state on tbe fl~o  of the 
lIollf;e lhat l l~  stipulation Wilt! ~ by anybody to this etfe(lt ? 

1Ir. '0. II, 'f'0UIBi : The l o e l~nt ()f India areaw&l'e th.at that is 
th .. 'C8se : Rnd they also infomted.' t~ SitCl'etM1 of Stllte that the Sub-
Committee had stated that no stipulation'watl 'made to them aM that 
til .. , w.we .,t tow. t,Mt an part. of ~ ~ e. i. l ItW;l befO;r'.e them wal!t 
~ ellti l. The stipw,ati.,n ~. m.Jdt .by· His Majef!ty '. ~ .. ent. 
~ith .t,ReGc)'vunDmlt. of n.~i.  . 
•• :.. ... .... : Are the GovfJII1lment or 'lIld'la&ware that it 'is cle!"O'-

... tory tn the l~ini i tlfl of .e in ~ money of ttte t l ~ f o~ .. ~ 
Jndilln F:xchp.qu('r to appoint a Committee .. bile - ~  J>libliruty «6 
t.IJe ~ o t of t be Committee t Do Goverament l'IB_ ... t * 

'REPORT OF THE AUXILIARY AND TERRJl'Q.1J.M. .lo~ . ~. 

~l  ... ~t~ ~ ~ ~~ .~t th~. ~. ," q of·Jndia 
~ ..... ~ ~ t~e . ~~~ ~  ~ ~~ n~~. tlIf 

•• 
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orders of ~ M-.jeaty's Government OD the Auil.iar7. and Territorial 
Forces CommIttee's nlport' If 80, will they be pleased to lay the deMpatch 
on the table , 

Mr .. 0. ... Y0llDa : The Honourable Member is referred to the ReBO-
lution published in the Gazette of India on the 20th August. The Secre-
tary of State's 88JJction to the Government 6£ India's proposals was 
nleeived by cable and contained no commellts. Government do not propose 
to lay any correspondence on this subject on the table of the Houae: 

Pa.ncti1 JIirda,y HatI1 K1lDII'1l : The Honourable Member has not 
answered the la.st part of my question about laying the correspondence 
on the table , 

.... G ... YOUDg : The Government will consider that. 

SUPPLY OJ' RIPLE8 AND PRACTICE AlnroNITION TO THE UNIVERSITY TRAINIRG 
CoRPS IN THE UNITED PROVINC1I8. 

15U. *Pandit Birday Hath J[uuru: (0) Which Universitial and 
ColJeges in the United Provinces have made arrangements for th~ fide 
custody of rifles ? 

(b) Have service rifles been supplied for the members of the University 
Training Corps to those Universities and Colleges in the United Pro\'inces, 
which have armouries, in accordance with the promise given by the Army 
Sccretary during the Budget Debate on the 14th March, 1927 f 

(c) Has the quantity of ammunition supplied to the University Train-
ing Corps in the United Provinces been inere8lled as \\'as promised by the 
ame authority , 

1Ir. o. .•. YOllDl : (a) NOlie at presellt, Sir, but the military 
authorities ha\'e the matter in hand. It is a question either of storing 
the rifte8 in the nearest military anDOury, and conveying them under 
guard to the unit headquartel'H when required ; or of Rubstituting armed 
and disciplined guards fOI unarmed ehowlcidars at the emting armouries 
in the Universities. The first course was found too ineonvenient and 
expensive. The second is now being worked out. 

(b) Service rifles have not yet ~n issued ; but they will be issued, in 
llct!orllance l\ ith my undertaking, when adequate l n~ nt.  for their 
Afe custody have been effected. 

(c) If 1'1Y Honourable friend will consult t.hereeord. he will find that 
I said that if tbeUnivPrRity COrplil \\1Hhedto fire more roundH. and if that 
feeling should make it!oClf apparent, there wu no dCHil't' on th(! part of 
Government to prevt'.n.t anything of the aort. No reprMfmtMiot;l' bM heen 
receivefl from any UlliV6l'!1ityor College in tllf' United, ·Pl'OVin('6S on the 
subject of praetioe ammunition. 

Pandit Mrday Bath Ku!tmI :  I (lid not "lIt"h tlw t ( n ~  1"1 thl' firRt 
part of the qUeRtioll. ~  th(}, Hononrable Member My that no armourieH 
had heen 'ereetedl anywhcre t .,. . . , 

I 1Ir; CJ:, •. ~ : No,j3ii ti e ~ o . i et   ~e l~t th«; ~ t part 
in exil9tmee; but ~ te .l ge ent  have 'not ,et been lriade t.o guard 
them. 
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Pddit Birday Nath Kubru:· Did the military: '8nthonuelf .. com-
municate thaffaet to the universities and colleges and tell thernthat,as 
soon as pl"oper arrangements were made, they would get 'aemee rifleS 7 

Mr. G. lit. YOllDl : No, i~  it is not ~ question of the~i e itie  
providing these armed guards ; the military authorities are going to do . 
it themllelves. 

HAJ PILGRlXS.",.!: 
'. .' '. • ,': "  .  I .. ~ I' ... 

5U5. ·Haji Abdool.· Baroon : Will o e n e~t.. ~ le e t s~te :. 

(a) How many Raj pilgrims ret1.lTJled to IadiK out of' lhe\to+al 
number of pilgrims that went to the Haj during the ~ l  
1924, 1925 and 1926 , .. . 

(b) How mnny return ti ~tt~ were issued in all iti ~ the years 
1924, 1925 and 1926 , 

(c) How many of those pilgrims who had t e~ return tickets in' 
1924, 192(> and 1926 died in the Holy Lands. and never 
retul'lled to India T . 

(d) How many pilgrimfl kept deposits in the years 1924, 1925 and 
1926 with the Government for tht'ir passage, etc., and what 
was the total amount of such deposits , 

(e) Whet.her theRe d«>posits have been returned t~ the pilgrims con-
cerned , 

(I) How much interest was realized from t.hese deposits and how 
were they spent T 

(g) Whether there is any amount remaining unclaimed :with the 
fiihipping companies since the last three .years' If so, what is 
the total amount T 

(II.) Whether there is any amount remaining unclaimed with Gov-
ernment since the last three years T If MO, what is the total . 
amount' 

(i) How much per cent. is deducted by the Agents of the shipping 
companit'S at Jedda while allowing a refunrl of the difference 
of passage fare between single and return tickets to the 
pilgrims who do not return to India 7 

Mr. O. 8. Bajpai : The information has been called for from the 
Local Govel"Dments concerned aud will be supplied to the. on~ le 

Member when received. 

Mr. K . .A.hmtd : Is the llonoUt'lIble Meruhtr not ""'81'(1 of t.he fact: 
that before ltit:i l!rrival, his predecessor, on behalf of the OOY('l'nment: in 
this A8I!IeD;lbly, promised ill this House to supply .& list. of Muhammadan 
pilgrim(oJto Jeddah who did not return to India after they had purchase4 
their return tickettl and paid for them t .. 

Mr. O. 8. Bajp&i : I am not w ~ of th" undertaking to which the 
Honourable Member refers. I made an investigation into our rettords and 
did not find any sueh undertaking, 
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CoST OJ' RBTUJUf TIOI[B'I'8 TO J BDDAK. 

111. *1IaJl Abdoola Rap •• .s (.!Go) ..lft Government aware that during 
the 1-1927 the CompaDi_ ."e4 !tebta at ~. 195 ~t n to J eddah ..,hi. ,;a \'be •• d.hal ..... 'lt1<t .. '8bWiI8tM , 
, (.) Aft eJotvtlWMeM ..,. ,dull; ..... ile WalS, wbtll ,.. rates 

e! fteirht 1M't e ...... oIial1 ..... &Del. eoIt of 'l'IIMinr steamers 
was very high, return tickets were i.... at Bs. 125 M1ich W88 the 
muimlUD hed by Govemment , 

(c) Do the Govemment 'propoee artd-acrtion of tbtt .,...age fan now 
ud to fix the maximum at RII. 150 T 

Mr. G. 8. BaJpai : (a) The pricf' of l'eturn tickets va'rled from time 
to time. In Bombay the maximum was Rs. 195 and the mihimum &, 100. 
In Karachi the maximum W88 the same 88 in Bombay ana 'he minimum 
BB. 70. In Calcutta a maximum of Ra. 235 and a minimum of RH. 210 
were charged. No rates were ~ by ~e n ent. 

(b) The price of return tickets during the War was B.s, 125 per 
pilgrim but was not fixed by Government. 

(c) No. 

111'. E. Ahmed : In "if'w of the fact that the price of the ticket 
has been nnnf"Cl'88Arily put up, milch higher than the rlttl' which WRIl paid 
befon'. do f.rll\'emment propose to take stepR to ini i il~ the tlmflUnt of 
the rates for the tickets to Jeddah , 

1Ir. G. I. Bajpai : I am not quite sure n!ol to whether the Honour-
able Member bu any particular figure in mind, or whether lJe wantH 00 ... -
'emment to take acticm to fix miDim.. If the lat.ter is 'hill idea, then I 
would refer him to the proceedingft of the Select CommiUee which diHCuAAed 
thp Bill to fIlHPlId the Indian Merchant Shipping Aet. 'rhc Committl'e 
c:leAnitely came to tbe conclusion that it Will ndt in the il t~t  of the 
pilgrims to fix minima figureR; and it tbe Honourable Member  would look 
at the figurea which I supplied in reply to part (a) of the question, he 
will find that the Committee 'N CQIlCIWlion was corre(lt. At one stage 
return tieket. were eold for R4. lOOIut IeUOIl. 

1Ir. K. Ahmt4 : tn view of the fact thnt th., ottt e e l~ 
ia perfectly in a poIition to know the figure and it is for tfle en~flt of 
J»l«riml going t4) Jeddah that the Govermaent of Irrdla 'mUlit intettene, 
10 that ..... 

Mr. Plwidnt: order, O!'der.rbe HonoutableMembet il nOt 
patting a IIuppleMent8t'Y que!rtltJD but Is tnak'ing a S'petlcb. Mr. h~ ni. 

t:;17·. 

H  ' t ~ put' at tbe JliIAIIIItiDtr, ~ t4 t~ ~ .,' tts. .... ~t but ~ .... .., 
alld anner to it will be found at pqeI ~ •• t ttl ... prQqeed1Dp. 
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lS18. ·.tr ~ .  ,,,,*: W-ill '*"_-_ be plaued 
to ,et inf l l l ~on md. data Up ~  ,the' Wetrt ~ ~~ ~ th  for 
the .hol~ ot ln i o~ tJlfl nn~ of the cbf.it. ~tt.e  ..... ~ __ 
wages to the' ltbyal Cbmmiuion on lndi.n Cwrelle1 n . ~  .. 
appeariIIr., p.p ... of ·VM. 'n, ~it es  ·tG the .td· eot f ii(n~ . 
:aepm , 
lb. O ..... .,.. : .,.. .ftiftdioh· M  • l ~ le •• ~  if. 

invited to p....,ba ~ a .. .,. fAr t~ Bepert' "f1!he !ndlan IlMlitimi'c 
¥DqQiq CouuIJiUee, Mi., _w 'tNl ..... lltatlliia ..~t t e in 
eome ~ .... -•• ilteat: ia .u.e .. '{]eM"" Iitriag' iiIdiNI, 6diit 1ft 
a very few places only. The GoVQIlUltnt Qf lJtdia. ~ t.b.eNf0Mi<. that 
it 18 not poMible to obtain el t ~ itllb ... tiOn ud. ~ tv tb.e ~  

of bidla on the lines required by the Honourabl& lLmtber • 
.. PwlJaote ..... ~ : Ia the HenoulIable.em.Mr 8W'aft 

that the u.ble to which I refer doea BOt contain ~ _beet the . . l~ 

of India at all, but only contain.s tigJlres rep.rru.tlJ Bombary oi\y .ad the 
urban areas in the Bombay Presidency , 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : I have seen, Sir, the report to which tlut H ... our-
able Member refers Ilnd I am aware of the tact that it comparea the w:area 
and COld of lhing for Bombay plIly. If the IIOllOurable Member wi __ 
that we Khould get information in regard to Bombay only, I ihaU certainly 
ooDRider the Huggestion and ~ nie te with the Goyernment of Bombay 
~ ith II ,-j,.\\, to ~~tting it. . 

Sir Punhotamdas Thakurdaa : Under the circumstances, Sir, poth-
ing more appeanl feasible. .  . 

CANCELLATION OF THE CITIZENSHIP OF 45 INDIANS NATURALISED IN THE Ul'/"ITED 

STATES OF AMERICA. 

lS19. *Mr. 08.1& Prasad Singb: (a) Are Government aware that the 
United States Supreme Court has rejected the application of the United 
States Solieiwr General, who petitioned t.o the  Supreme Court that th" 
decision rendered in favour of Mr. Sakharam Ganesh Paruiit, tto ne ~ 

at-Law, of Los Angeles, by the Crrewt Com of AppealiJ at Baa Frahllisco, 
California, be reviewed by the Supnme Court Y 

(b) Do Government propose to ascertain whether it is a fact iibae 
the United States Courts have already caDcelled the it~  of .bout 
45 Hindus, who were natllralizl'd hefore ? 

IIr Deun Bray : (a) e~  Sir. 

Cb) According to Government's information the number is abo'lrt 
30. 

AOCIDENTS IN MINER DUE TO WORKMEN SLEEPING IN DANGEROUS PLACES. 

'&20. ..lilt. R. M. Jodi!: (4) Has the attention of the Qovtlrnment 
btII8n dl'awn to • l!i.llt'te_nt in the Rieport of the 'OhieflWlpootolo of lGDes 
~  1920, that eome Maiden 1'ei!Iulting in deaths· bad twn plaoe on ......,.u: 
.... "Ute., h .. iq CflIlIt to ... 1a. ..,ere_ pUs l' . 



[29TH AUG. 1927. 

(b) Do the Gov8l'DIIlent of Indi& propoae to, enquire whether these 
accidents were not the result of long hourI'; of work in mines , 

'l'Iae BOJlD1ll'&blelir BhupendraX.tJi'lIim : (6) Yes: 
(b) An enqujry is being made, though Government hp,ve: rio reason 

for believjng that, hoors of work in mines are unduly long, 

,1Ir., N .•. Jolhi : May I know hmv' Government conclude that they 
have no reason to believe thMt the hours of work in minN; are not long' 

The Honourable, Sir Bhupendra .ath lIIiwa : That co.ilc hisi an, Sir, 
is based .on Jleptn¢s reeeivoo from the Inspectors of Mines., " ' 

Diwu Ohaman Lall : How do the hours of work in mines in India 
compare with the hours of work in mines in Great Brita'in , 

The 'Honourable Sir Bhupendra Bath Mitra: That, I submit, does 
not arise out of the question. If the Honourable Member wants to have 
that information, I shall be glad to HUpp]y him wit~ it. but the fac't 
that the comparison may be llnfayourabJ(I! to the Indianmitif"8 (loes not 
prove that the houl'8 of work of the latter ~ e by themselves long. 

Diwan Ohaman LaD : May I ask what the test i8 as to the hours of 
work being too long' 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra lfath lIIitra : The test, Sir, is that 
thtlre is a limit to the number of hout'll which a miner may work every 
week. 

Diwall Oluunan L&ll : May I uk the Honourable Member whether 
he does not mean that a miner can work for 24 hoors out of the 24 
hours T Would he consider 24 hours not too long t 

The HODourable Iir BhupeDdra lfath ItIitra : 1 Rhould consider 24 
hours to be unmmally' long, because I know that a miner could not 
possibly work 24 hours. 

Diwan Cham&n L&1', : Would he consider 8 hours too long , 

The Honourable Sir Bhupenclra N&th ItIitra: I should certainly not 
"flDsider 8 hours to be long. 

Diwan Ohaman L&ll : May I take it that the Honourable Member 
means that he would consider 8 hourK work too long , 

The l ono ~le i  Bhupenclra .ath Jlitra :  I should not I said. 

Diwan Chaman LaD : Will the Honourable Member try to work in 
• mine for 8 honrlt and Itee ..... 

Ilr. PrelideDt : Order, order, 
Mr .•. M. Joshi: May I ask whether the fact that the minerll go 

to sleep in the mines is not indicative of the long boors of work in the 
mines T 

The Honourable Sir BhupeDelra .ath Mitra: That, Sir, does not 
foll,ow necessarily. 

PENALTIES IJ(P()8ED ON OFll'END,EltB CONTR.AVENDlG TBB INDIAN MINu Am:. 
621. *Kr .•.•. JOIhi : Wjth reference to the Appendix ,In to the 

Beport of the Chief Inapector 'Of MiDfo.8 for 1925, 81'e Govf'rnment ~. 
pared to reqoeat the' Chief' Inspector to rive'in the 'statement in hit future 



QUESTlOlfS .AND . Al'i8.WBBS. 3623; 

Reports the nature of the penalties, imPOHed u.pon'tbe offenders by the 
Magistrates or J udgeH T ,  • 

• : 'I • '. '. • ,  • .... • '.,; 't,'" .', -' .,' ~ 

The Bonourab1e Sir BhllPeJulra ]lath Mltra. : Tdle, information. is" 
already given.in ..seotiQn IV, of the letter-press of' the ~ o t. 

Mr. N. M. JOIhi:: Does tlie' Honourable Member ~ ggest that the; 
information'regarding·the penakies and··the:'amount of, fines levied on 
tllt'Re people is given T .. 

rIle'Honourable Sir Bhupendra. Kloth lIIitra : ,I believe so, Sir. 

AVERAGE WAGEI PAn> To'P),;lt90NS EMPLOYED IN INDIAN ANi;> BRITISH MINES. 
I. . ,! "  ' ',' ',' 

,.22. "'Mr. N .•. Joshi: (a). Is it It fact t.hat the J-teport of the Chief 
Inspector of Mines for 1925, gives on' page 3 l ti ~ tig~ of the 
average output of coal per person employed in Indian and Bri:tish 
mines , 

(b) Are the Government of J nelia prepared to request the Chief 
lm:pt>ctor of Mines to give also the comparative figures of the average 
wage paid per person employed in Indian and British mines , 

The Honoun.bl. Sir Bhupencira Hath Dra : .(a) Yes. 

(b) Some particulars of wages in Indian mines have been given 
in recent reports and an endeavour is being made to collect further 
information regarding wage!! with a view to publication. Government 
do not consider it necessary to publish figures relating to wages in 
Dritish mines. which are given in English reports . 

• 
Mr. H. M. JOlhi: May I ask whether Government do not consider it 

to be unfair to the miners in India that there should be a comparison 
nlade as regards production and not all regard!! wages Y The report 
of the Chief Inspector of Mines makes a comparison about the production 
of the British miners and the Indian miners; at the same time there is 
no comparison made as regards wages paid in Great Britain and in 
India. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Hath Mitra: At that particular place 
in the report to which the Honourable Member reft'rs the Chief Inspector 
of MineR is only comparing production; he is not from that trying to 
.draw any conclusion. If my Honourable friend or 8nybody else wants 
th('reafter to draw any conclusions. it is open to him to compare the' 
min('r's wages in India with the miner's wages in England; the latter 
i~ alwav!! available from the reports of the Ministry of Labour in 
England. 

Mr. H. II. JOlhi : May I ask. Sir, whether the public w4ichread 
these reports does not dr8w any conclusions , 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Hath Mitra: The public which wants 
to draw conclusions are in a position to get the complete information. 

t524·. 

t Not put at thAI meeting, owiug to the abaeuee of the questioner, but the questIon 
aad ~  to it will be found at pare 8646 of these proeeediDp. ' 
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Lo ... TO Tim NAWAB BtirAUUB OP DACYal. 

525. .~. O. -1Of1: (a) With reference to my ~ tion No. 182 
ia tile ~t e e~ 4)l1'o.·1M .tJf 1P*'uety, 1H1, fttif 1U!fftrer to 
el ~ (b) t~  win Qoevel"tiiJitWIt 1M! .,teaeed' to nate how 1I\uth Gf t~ 
1000 to the Nawab Babad .. of Daooa .. yat outatall.«iiq , 
{.) WMt:aN' the eircm ........ wUek the IIIIid lo.a wu ...... ~ 

and on what terms , 

(c) Wbat an the reMtIIf·, for .ottnMfeari ........ Idm' 'le tht 
account of the Government of Bengal , 

(d) Have Govenuneat reeejv:ea auy 4e6aite ....... 08 .. t9 the peried 
of time during which the loan will be repaid' At what rate approximately 
,.: ~  At. the principal UIOuDt due been repaid 10 far , 

!'he Beaounttle IIr Bull ~  (IS) R8. 6,18,:Y'J6 on :3ht Ma1'eb, 
l82'1. 

(b) GoYernmt'nt regret t hey are not prepared to furnish the infor-
Illation 8Aked for, ' 

(c) The loan was not tranl!ferrf"d to the Government of Bengal 
• lUi it was not considered part of the Provincial Loan Account. 

(d) Government £n:pect that fhf' loan will be repaid in 1952, but 
they are unabJe, without makin, ellquiril's from tho local authoritieti. to 
f ni~h information as to the ft!payment of principal. 

Ilr. K. O. Neogy : Werf" the if l tnst n e~ 1'{>ferrpn til in (b) and 
(c) of 8 political nsturt' T 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: Govt'rllllH'nt rt'J.!'rt't thllt thu)' 
are not prepart'd to furnish thf' information asked for. 

Mr. A. Ranganvami Iyengar: MIIY ~ know why Gowrnml'llt are 
not prt'parNI to fnrnish thf' information 1 

The Honourable Sir BuiI Blackett: I cannot add anything to my 
stntemt'nt. 

Mr. K. O. Neogy : WhEtt rut .. of intt'rc!'It dOf'S this loan carry 1 

The Honourable Sir Bui1 Blackett: 1 IiDl afraid I do not know; I 
shall enquire. 

Mr. A.. Banpnvami Iyengar: May I IlHk whether loam! to notabilities 
under clauRc (4) of the Pro\,in('ial LoanN Fllnrt arf' PArt of the Provincial 
LoftnN Fund Scheme , 

The Bcnaourable IU Bull Blaokett : J have explained that. it il'l DOt. 
on provincial loan account. 

Mr. A.. RaDplwami IYIDpr : May I know why, Sir T 
The Honourable Sir Bull alaGkeU : Sir, I am afraid J (l~n t add 

anything to the statement. that Government regret that they are not 
prf!pared to furnillh any' ID6te inf.ormation, 

Mr. K. Ahmed : In vif'w of the fact that at my instance a ReHolu-
tion W8H fJRR. .. ed in thil! Assembly ill tht' yt'ltf 1924, in the mouth of 
January, I belif!Ve, that when a queHtion il! uked in thiN AIIHtlmbly it iH 
for the Member OD buhalf of Goyernmltnt to nllw~ aad nct.t to refer 
it to a Local GOVeI'IItftent, •• ball beMl .tat-eel ..,. taeliotlourabt. tbe 



i l ~~ (e~  do Qlilvern.-t prop<>8e .to aJlSwer the q.1Iestion in fan 
to the satisfaction of the Members of this House T 

The .onourable 8tt Baai1 Blackett : I did Dot refer to any Looal 
G(wetl1ment, but 1 kaVe a clear answer to the e tio ~ it may not han 
been a satisfactory answer to the Honourable Member. I suggest to him 
'that if he e e~~ us to answer an his supplementnry queltiODi,Mr. 
JOflhi and Mr. Chaman Lall would be objeeting to my being overworked 
fw M4 ann • day. 
Mr. 1[. o. NeOl1 : Is it a fact that the rate of intereltt at which the 

10llJl was advanced is much lower than the rate at which Government 
"Ye been borrowing at the present fttOlDe'nt T 

The HODourable Sir Basil Blackett: I have already stated that I 
du not know ; I will en1luire. 

Mr. B. nil : 1M it not 1\ fact that this loan was given to the Nawab 
of Dacca for hi" help to Go"ernment during the Partition movement in 
1 »04 ·Of; '! 

The Honourable Sir Buil Blackett: I ali entirely unable to answer 
this llf ~tion 11; allY case, even if I were in Ii pt"iition to answer it, 
I regret to say I eould not. 

Mr. B. Das : Is it lJ filet that tht' Nllwab of Dacca is only a in ~ 
anrl that thl'rt' i" 110 politi('uI lllH'stioll isin~ out of this loan f 

The Honourable Sir Basil Black.tt: I am afraid 1 must ask for 
flO! it'l' of furt hl'r questions tliat ll~  hi' put. J haye t'xhausted all my 
in!lf'lluily ill IIIlSWl'rill!! thl'st' snppl('nwntary qUt'stions. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : Will (Ton'l'lllllent inquire awl find out from the 
J.J()(>ld (~o n l l t as to Wht'll this loan is exped('d to bt' repaid? 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: I hllve nh'('ady g-iven that 
informntioll. 

Mr. D. V. Belvi : Hir. mny I /lsI. fjlleHtioll So. :,:!:: .tnn in~ in my 
nurnl.' ~ 

Mr. President: 1 am afraid the Honourllhlp l\I1'mber is too late. 
Ht· must tnlH' his ( l t nit~  IllS!. 

INQUIRY INTO ~  AUM[:,\ISTRATIOX (H' THE IMPERIAL LIRRARY, CALCUTTA. 

626. "'Mr. X. O. Neogy: (a) Is it a fact that a departmental inquiry 
ww; rel'Plllly malit' into tlw administration of the Imperial i ~  and 
e l~lil tl  'PII'stiolls 1 

\ i)) If so, will GoVt.'rnment hr plsal'led to state the scope of the said 
in ~l l  nnd its result., ! 
Mr. G. S. Bajpai: (a) Yes. 
(b) Thl' t·nquiry was nUlIlt' with referenee to the present condition 

and future of the Lihrllry. The report of til{' committee of enquiry is 
ullder t he consideration of t he Government of India. 
Mr. B. D&I : Will OovernBlont be plelltled to comlUIt this Houlie 

b.efore thry take lilly .ste ~ for the transfer (If the control of the Imperial 
Lihrarv to on\" LO('Hi Governml'nt u.s II rmmlt of the rt'commendntions 
thaI n;HY be ~ l  by the CommitteI' ! 

~. dr. 
IIr. G. 8. Bajp&i : I can only undertake to consid('l· the suggestion, 
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REvIlJlOR OJ'THE PAY 011' P08'l'KBN. OvBIlIIRUJIl, BJUNCR POSTlU.fJrllU,-BTC. 

527. "'Mr. II. •. Ja)'iUW-: Will o e~~~  e le ~  t,9': state 
when they expect to be able to -issue orders regarc:1:ini -the ievuion of tQ, 
pay of 'pOlltrnen, 'Overseers, branch postmaster!>, etc., at ct!'rtain firlit clasa 
amas in 111l1i8, proVision for which was ~ll tio e  l in~ the laat. S{!HSiOIl 
of tne Legislative ASsembly T; 

'l'he Honourable Sir BhupeI¥lra Hath Mira : The o~ e s w~l e i.ued 
on the 27th JUly 1927. , ", '. 

. . .- \' . " .. ~ 
GRADiNG O)."L'ERTAIN SORTINO POB'I:a.EN AT ~  HUD OFFICE AS ~ l l l  

CLEaK8 •. 

528. *Mr. II. R. Jayakar : Are Governmtmt aware that,' for' the last 
11\'e years, _sorting postmen at Poona Head Office have be6l1 domglOrting 
work 'for tl)e Railway Mail Ser\'iCle of the tl8menature ItlS thl! derks ill the 
Railway M"n Sen'ice, and that, notwithstanding the ~ l  they are still 
receiving lhf> emolumentli of sorting postmen only and not of ~o t ng olerkl! T 
If 80, do Covernment propose to grade thent now 8SFlortin); clerk!; Ilod give 
them the pRy of the clerks in the grade , 

'!'he BoD01ll'&ble Sir BhupeDdra Jfath IIiVa : Government are in-
formed that the sorting p08tmen of the PooDa Head Post Oftlce do only 
such sorting work in connection with t~e delivery or despatch of postal 
articles as forms part of their ordinary duties preseribed by departmental 
rules. The queetion of bringing them on to the clerieal cadre does not, 
therefore, arise. 

GB.l8VANOBS OP BUNCH P08TMASTBU. 

,j:!9. "'Mr .•.•. la,..ar: Are Government aware that branch post-
DlaRten are often kept acting either as clerks or Hub-pOHtmasters for a 
nllmiJer of years and are then reverted to their Rubstantive appointmenbl 
as branch postmasters on the ground that they ha\'., not pa.'V4ed the 
prescribed teat examination' Are Government prepared to consider 
the desirability of doing away with liuch test examinations in eases where 
branch po·,tmasteJ'M have a('tR(l RM clerks or flub-p08tma.QteN for It number 
('If yeaN f 

1Ir. B. A. kmI : Go'vcrnment Are not aware of tile fact. stated by 
the Honourable Member, but information on the point has been called 
for. 

DmcOJfTlNtJANCB OJ' THE PRACTIOE OJ' KAJaN(J READERS IN THE P08T OPTICS! 

IN BOMBAY CITY SIGN AS EsOORTS TO PoItnfItN. 

MO. *1Ir. K, R. I_nkar: In view of the Government's replv to 
qUeHtion No. 490 put on 18th Febnlary 1927 during the last BeMion ot the 
. ~e  that •• the practice of making Readers in the Post omces in 
Bomhay City, sign as eRCortR to poetmenwhen actually the ~ I)ot allowed 
to ~ t  i6 being ditIContinuf!d ", wil1 Go"ernment be pleaHed to'Ht8te 
if tbe:vhave i ~ i88Ued any orderA in that rellpect' If not, 'When will 
Govemme!lt JMUe the nece!lfl8ry orden' - . 

111'. B. A. lama : Orden were issued ()n the 5th Karch 1aat dl .. 
,\" , 

eont ~ iftg the praetiee. 



. 
QUBlTIOlf8 AND ANSWERS. ~  

IJfA»&QU&O'!' OPTBB STAPP 01' 8oaTEB8.AlJD CLBBu ATTACHBD TO THE BoHBAY 
RECORD OFPICE OJ' THE RAILWAY MAn. SEBVICE . 

.031. ·Mr .•. &.layaa,r : Will Government be pleased to Itate ,! 

.(a) by what number the total staff of sorters and clerks (including 
leave reserve) attached to the Bombay Record Office of the 
Railway Mail Service, "  B  " Division, was kept below strength 
month by month from June 1926 to June 1927, and 

(b) the amount of payment for double duty' made month by month 
during the same period f 

Mr. 8. A. lama : 
(a) June 1926 

July and August 1926 

September 1926 

October, November, December 1926 

January and February 1927 .. 

March 1927 

April and May 1927 

June 1927 . 
~  June 1926 

July 1926 

August 1926 

September 1926 

October 1926 

November 1926 

December 1926 

January 1927 

Februllry 1927 

March 1927 

April 1921 

MAY 1927 

.June 1927 

3 

nil. 

2 

1 each month. 

2 each month. 

3 

4 each month. 

3 

Rs. 
103 

9 

7 

62 

22 

99 

53 

13 
33 

4 

59 

231 

76 

CMlUAL LEAVE OJo' SORTERS 01" THE RAILWAY MAIL SXRV¥JE. 

532. "'Mr. M. R. Jayabr: (0) Are the Railway Mail Service sorters 
-entitled to 11IH'e tlHH!Olleessjon of casual lea'Veup to'the maximum period 
ill 20 dll)'!'; in the ,course of an >official year without hav:ing to make Olny 
pftyments for the .. ,BaJl!.e ,t. ': :: . ,', .' , .: 

.. ( ~ t ~.thl  et ge nt t ~ f d,,!1S o~ fi ~ l te ~.en o e  
per s( i~ti ~tt ~~. ~  the~ tl  ~~( t . ftl~ ~ ... t~ . ~ .. .  
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~.( c) Wbat was tat to.l.4Dlouat> pllic1.., t-hese ,1Gl"ter&for auualleaft 
in~ the year li2e-27 , t  , , 

(d) Were any orders issued to the Divi.ponal Superintendent asking 
that sennp spuld t.e e1fected by keeping tie Record OfRcel!ltaft' beJo,. 
ftrength , , 

( e) What was the aa.ving effected by Government by I() keeping the 
Mid 'estahlishment below atJrellgth , 

Mr. •. A. .... : The information has been called for and will be 
funUshed to the Honourable Kember in due course. 

REFUSAL TO ORAlIo"'! CASUAL LEAVE TO A DELEGATE FROM THE BoJilB4Y ~o t
OFnCE TO ATTEND MEETINOS OF THE ALL-INDiA POST AND' , 

R. M. S. CONFERBNCE. 

533. *Mr. II .•. layakar: (a) Is it'& 'faet that &!1 three successive 
occasions 8 delegate from the Bombay Record OMee to the se,Rlions of the 
All· India Post Office and n. M. S. Conference WlU! compelleo to take 
prh'ilege lea"e in order to he able to attend the Conferenct', lwcflufle the' 
D('pl:trtment refused to grant him casualleal'c ,,'ithout payment flI ']OU',}f' 
(!.lIiy I 

(b) Is it tl fact that this (~ lloie Wa!oi brollRht. to Ule notie'! (11 th.· Dirf'\'lor 
(fl'ueral in 1925? If so, what action did he take in the matter? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra ~h Mitra: Tlw illf(ll'!llatiol1 hilS 
been called for and will hI' fm'11ished to the Honourable )!t.'mbl'r in due 
o ~. 

NUMBER OF S()VEREIGNB RESERVED lW TilE CONTROL),ER OF ~ (  SfN'rF. 

THJo: DEc\WNETJ8ATlON OF ~  .':(I)VEREIG:\"S J!' MARCH ~ . 

540. *Mr, K. C. :rtelkar : Will Governnwnt !<;t a it· the number of 
sovereigns that Wtlre p,ai<l bftck to tht' ontt ( ll~  of n on( ~  (lil'eet or 
through Government Treasuries ill cxchnngc for golll buUic)l1 therein 
or its equivalent since s()\,et· .. ignH w(~ e dcmonetised ill March last 1 

The Ron01ll'ltble Sir Bui1 Blackett: 65 flovereigntl were reeei,'ed at 
their bullion equivalent up to the :ilHt July 1927. 

IwOBMATION UU.TING TO THE llO'EBJAL BAllI[ OP llmJA. 

MI. ••. •. O. Kelkar : Will Government lay on the table A state-
ment thowing for the last three yean 1924, 1925, 1926 : 

(1) the rate of dividend declared or paid to the shareholders or 
the Imperial Bank, 

(2) tbe total &ID01IJlt 01 Government balance. UIeJ by the Imperial 
:o..k .~h x--fMe .pt ~ e t. 

(3) tII.e .av ..... NM of in .... at whieh loau were riven er ad .. 
1'81IeeI ... t. ita ,em ...... ·by the .... k 

(G) apiDtt GOVerDIIleDt paper or other Ieetlritiel, 

~~. ~~ iiiii~ ~iiiii i



(b) on persoual security, 

(c) against deposit of gold, etc., 

(d) against commercial goods pledged or pa,,"ned with the 
Bank' 

fte BollOUl'able air Bull Blackett: (1) 16 per cent. per annum. 

(2) Government balances are deposited with the Imperial Bank of 
India free of interest. The amount of these balances on the last day of 
ever,. month for the three years will be found in paragraph 18 (page 18) 
of the Report of the Controller of the Currency for 1926-27. It is impossi-
ble to Hay what proportion of theHe were used by the Bank as they are not 
held ~e t( l  from otJbn depositf!. PaTa@'l'aph 24 of the ll.eport, however, 
8hows the amount of the cash balances of the Bank during the same period. 

(8) Paragraph 26 of the above Report gives the bank rate during the 
year, that is to say, the rate at which the' Imperial Bank of India will 
ordinarily advance money against Government securities and the hundi 
rate, or the rate at which it will discount or rediscount first class three 
months' bilh;. The rate:o; for previous years are also gi"en ill previolls 
Report!>. Othf'r fli-tes fh (~t nate according to the cll:aracter of the borrower 
and th(' nature of the Cl'f1<iit. 

METJillD (,1·' \\'RITINU 1I0WN m' THE STORES BALAXCES 0]0' RAILWAYS. 

642. *Mr. N. O. Kelkar: (a) Referring' to the value of stores balunce!" 
mentiolled on page 20 of the Hail,,"IlY Administration Report for 1925-26. 
will GOY('l'IlDlcnt t~ l(~~lst.  to SIlY wh tht~  the value of stores is Wl'ittl'l1 
down aeeor<iiug' to the luul'kd, or at hook value Y 

(b, T" 111\' l (h ~ ion noti('f'll ble lt( ~the  011 acconntof actual quan-
<'itief! held in stock huving I!one down, 01' el ~ a matter of value or 
\Jilt h ~ 

Mr. A. A. L. Pl\l'Sons: (1/) 11arlH·t l,riet'. 

(b.' Tn both causes, bnt ehidly to II ft·duction III the actual stoel,s 
hpld. 

RECRUITMENT OF INDIANS FOR THl<; OFFICE OF CoNTROLLERS OF STORES OF THE 

VARlOU8 STATE RAILWAYS, 

M3. 111'. N. O. Kelkar: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
the qualiflcations and the nature and amount of se i ~ of each of the 
present holders of the oftice of Controller of Stores of the various 'State 
Railway lines T 

'(%') flow matl1" IndiaD8 oeeupy "thispmrition " 

(c) What efrort& hav.e 'been Q1&deio ... ruit Indians for this pur-
pose f 

(cit) Wbm.. tND lDdianlbe e~e  to fill tMie -pla:!es as things are 

.' .Blt. of· , 
•• 4. A. L. PanoDl: (a) Contl'Ollers of StoreR are !lelected froQl 

. ft ~ ~ .~. ~ SM,tfJ 1iWl1l¥lJr-;;;-' ~ ~~ . tl  lin tbt' 

.~ ~e ~ .... _n"4f,'.fl, .•• ~ ~~ oi t f 
IlerVlct of the preeent holden of .tbeIe ·.ppollltlDenta It rlVel .' .. 
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(C) The t~tion of the HUDourable Member, i.e .invited to the Raihvay 
Departmt!Jlt's ae.olutiQn No. 2058-E., dated 15th July, 1926, published 
in the Gazette of India, dated the 17th July, 1926, 

NUIIBBB OP NEw RBCBUITB IN TIlE Loco ENGINEBBING SIBVICES ON 
STATE RAILWAYS. 

648. *IIr .•. O. Kelkar: (a) Will Government be plealed to state 
the total number of ne1l' recruits in the Loco. Engineering Services on 
State Railways during the year 1926-27 , 

(II) How many of the8e are IDdi&Ds' 

(c) What is the percentage recommended by the Lee Comp,iMion 
aDd was thia percentage adhered tOo' If not, why not , 

Mr. 4. A. L. Panona: (a) Two. 
(b) One. Sa Indian appretltices were &lao engaged. 
(c) 1 must draw the .attention of the l ono l~ Memher to the 

cuet tenn~ of the Lee Commi88ion '8 recommendation. It ran as follow", : 
•• W IJ are .uoas1y of opUUoa that the utealioll of the uietiq faeiliti.,. .bowd 

he preued forward .. upeditiolWl .. poemble ill order that roeruitmeDt iD lDelia _y 
be adY1Ule«i u  _ .. praetieable up to 75 per Ilent. of the total Dumber of vaeaDcie!l 
ill tbe railway departmeate .. a whole, the remalAiJla ~ per Cl8IIt. belAg reeruited in 
.,Jand." 

This recommendation is being carried out. 

EXnNDITU8& BY THE GUAT INDIAN PuINSULA RAILWAY ON AnnBTlI.-

KENTS IN GUAT .BBlTAl'N. 

MD. .. .•• O. Kelkar: (0) Will Government be pleased to state 
what sum has been spent by the Great Indian Peninsula Railway on 
advertisement!! in the UnitPd Kingdom since January last' 

. (b) Will Government aak the Agent for an explUl&t.ion as to why 
advertisement. should be given in the United Kingdom on sueh lleale , 

(c) What are the advantage. which Government expect from sueh 
advertisements by a particular railway t 

Mr. A. 4. L. PU'IODI: (0) I have made enquirieK and will let the 
Honourable Member know. ' 

(L) tllld (c). The Great Indian PeninHula Hailway ~ thc firtlt Innian 
Runway to clltablilfh aPubHeity Department. with the objeet of inereasing 
railway travelling ienerally and in order t.o attract tourist tratBc which is 
not only profitable to raiJwaylt but 8 potential Kource of income to the 
people of India; it did not contine iff; advertisingcifortH to India but 
extended them to the United i~ o  America and Canada_ The benefit 
from their efforUJ was not, ofwu1'8e, confined to the Great Indian enin~ l  
Railway but was shared by Dther railway" over which the toUriKUI travel ; 
8nd early this year t.he Hailway BOflrd eHtabliKhed a General Publicit.] 
Department for all ~t te UailwaYH with headquartel'8 at Bombay, the e~t 
Indian Peninsula RailwaY'M Publicity Department being absorbed in 1t. 
I "hould like to add that the activitieH of this Department are not restricted 
to the attraction of tourists but extend to the encouragement of railway 
trnelling generally. 
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EXPIlNDITUU ON TKB PuRcsASE 011' UNDEBJ'LUIU POB STATE B.uLW4YS. 

MO. *Mr. K. O. Kelkar: (a) What is the amount spent by State 
Railways on underframes during each of the years from 1921 to 1926-
27 , 

(b) Do Government propole to manufacture unuerframes at the 
Peninsular Locomotive Company's works at Tatanagar f 

(c) Has any representation been received on the Mubject from the 
Engineering Association , 

(d) Do Government expect to manufacture underframes in their 
IIwn MOPS cheaper than they can buy them , 

The Honourable Sir George ltainy: (a) I have not got the exact 
figures, but the approximate amounts spent by State-managed Railways on 
brolld gauge coaching underframes are : 

192122 

1922-23 

1 92a·24 

1924-25 

1925-26 

1926·27 

(b) Yell. 

1:11 lakhs. 

201 lakhs. 

19i lakhs. 

8f lakbs. 
36 lakhs. 

45 JakhfJ. 

(c) A rt'presentation has been recE'ived from the Indian Engineering 
A!illocilltit.n which raises the question of the use to which the Peninsular 
Locomotive works will be put. 

(d) Yes. 

STEEL WOBK FOR TBB ELIIICTRIFIC4TlON OJ' '1'JIE BOMBAY, BARODA AJO) CUIRAL 
INDIA RAILWAY AND THB GREAT INDIAN PENINSULA !Uu.W4Y. 

Ml. *111'. If. O. Kelkar: (a) Is it true that steel work for the elec-
trification of the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway and the 
Great Indian Peninsula Railway haa been imported and bears a duty of only 
2i per cent. , 
(b) Why was not local enterprise for the erection of the steel work 

requisitioned , 

- Ccf Was the duty on fabricated st.eel 25 per cent. and did it subse-
q\lently become 17 per cent. T Is it a fact that imported articles arf> 
allowed under the head of electrical goods to come in at 2i per cent. T 

Mr. A. A.. L. PanoDl: (a) Yes. 
(b) Local labour haH been uRed entirely for the tlrection of the steel 

work. As no firms in India have had experience in this work and the erec-
tion hnd to be ca.rried out over lines on which trains were running, it was 
cOD'Iidered desirable to place the order with a firm having experience of 
similllf work in other countries. 

( ~  Y (·s. 
c2 
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R.POu UGA.aDtNG TIlB WORKING 01' TO OoNWlI'l'ION JOB TId SlIIp.\BA-
TJON 01' RAILWAY noM GuDAL lI'nr.Alt'CE8. 

662. .1Ir. N. O. Kelkar: (a) Will Goyernment be pleased to state 
whether they promised an enquiry into the working of the convention 
of the separation ,of railway from general finances in September 1924 , 

(b) What ,tt-pI do Goyernment propose to take during the Session 
to institute this enquiry 1 

. (c) 'Are Goyernment aware that they have not yet earried out their 
promises in the matter of the appointment of aD Indian to the Railway 
Board and in the matter of purchases of stores in India by ~ tender,-
promu.es which were made at the time when the Allembly oon.eented to 
this convention T ' 

Mr. A. A. L. P&l'IODI: (a) No. The agreement was that the arrange-
melltM for st'paratioll should be provisionally tried for at le1Uit t ~e years. 

(I,) TIu' position of Government. was explained by Sir Cbarlei! Inlles 
in hiR speech on the 22nd of February last. What he said WIW this : 

•• It tllere 11 any general deaire In the HoWIe that the whole queetiOD ebo,uld be 
brou,bt uDder review &pm tbe HOUle may take It frolll lIIe that the Govenunent will 
DOt stand hl it. way. I 1IIyK'lt would prefer to wait for lOme time longer. For one 
thing I think we haft got to lriye time to tbil ,r8llt experiment to work itlelt· out. 
In th(' ~  plal'e. Sir Arthur i(~ l n 'II report nwy have 8 eon8iderable beaning on 
thi. qa4!ltiClll. aud tor that realOn 1 ebould prefer m,.Jt to walt for IGIDe time loager 
beton·re·examinlng the whole lubjed. But ... I haYe Mid, it the Houae il auxiOD!! 
to haVI' t ht' who!.. matter brought UDder review I myeel! will ct'rtaiDly let' that the 
1lL.ilway Board d0f!8 beaiD a prelimiaary re-eUJllinatiou of the lubJeet." 

(c! ~o promu.eH made by Government at the 1im,. the AsfWDlbly 
onl lellt(~  to the separation convention have not been e ie~l out, The 
poHitiol! (,f Government witJl regard t.o the matters menthned by the 
lJonourlihie Membt-r WaH made perfectly clear by Sir CharJ{'h InncH at the 
hme. 

Sir ~ ThakurcIu : Will the Honourable Member Jt'lt UI 
know when Sir Arthur Dickinson'lI report will be ftvnilllble to this 
HOtAse ! 

1Ir. A. A. I.. PanoDl : I hope it will come by thi", mail-·( have not 
yet ~eh e  the mail. I am expecting it by any mail now. 

8tr ~ ThakurcIu : When it (~  reaeh the Government 
of India, will it be made available to the Membel'l'! of this House , 

111'. A. A. L. P&I"IODI :  1 cannot give Itn unqualified promise, but 
I do not I!Iet' any reaaon why it should DOt be made available. I t.hink 
I havf' already promised to give it to the membel'fJ of the Steding 
Finante Committee for Railways immediately it ill receive(l 

air P'arIIIok.mdu ft&kurd.u: Will it be made .""ilable to the 
Hou!I(: , 

.... A. A. L. PU'IOIUI': I have no reason to believe that it will not 
be pOilible to make it available to the House. But I cannot give an 
unqualified promise before I have seen it mYlilclf., 

Mr. B. Du: With reference to the aDBWer to part (c), will the Gov-
ernmeat be I'leued to let the HOUHe know why they have not come to any 
decillion about the purchaHe of storefl in India by rupee tenders , 
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'l'he Bonovable Sir Bhupendra Bath llitra : Sir I will have t.o 
gi~ e a comptete reply on the subject. with reference to '11 question which 
WIll come bf:'fore the House later on. But J may tell my Honourable friend 
OVt'r thPre that as I explained, J think in March last a decision has been 
arrived ~ t by GoverDJ;oent 00 the tlubjeet. We are 'now trying to work 
out <let/Iller! rules to gave e1l'oot to that decision. That is naturally taking 
a l~ t in lImotlnt of time, becaWie several Departments of Government 
are il1\'o!n·d. But we are hoping to complete the framing of these rn)e3 
in the near future. 

Mr. B. Daa : Did it not take over four years for Government to come 
to a decll'oion on the question of rupee tenders f 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Bath JIitra : That muy have been on 
the glmeraJ question. 

ISSUE OF FaBB PASSBS ON THB V AJUOUS STATE RAILWAYS. 

MS. *Mr. B. O. Kelkar: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
how many free!881e8 have been issued on the variotls State Railways 
(first. ~ on  an third class) f . 

(b) To what clay of men are these passes iasut-d and for what 
period of time and what are the privileges attached to them , 

(c) How many persons, not in the service of Railways, are enjoying 
these p&88e8 and what i.a the consideration for the PU!oItS , 

~  What is the total money value of these p888e8 T 

Mr. A.. A. L. Panou : The information asked for in the question is 
not available -.nd to compile it in th~ form tJte question i.a put would 
involve ~ much labour that Government do not propose to obtain it. 

WITBD ..... WAL 0 .. THB NOTU'IOATION DBCLAJUNG TUB CHOTA NAGPUB DIVISION 
Aim OTBBR AuAS IN BIBAR AND ORISSA AS BACKWARD TRACTS. 

ISM. ellr. Bam K&raJ&D SiDrh: (0) Will the Govemment be 
pleased to atate whether they have taken any steps with regard W the 
Resolution pa8!lt'd by the Indian Legislative Assembly. on ~h  ~he 
10th February 1927, about the withdrawal .of the ot~ft tlon ~e l ng 
the Chota Nagpur Division and other areas ID the PrOVInce of BIhar Rnd 
OriRSB 88 backward tracts and, if RO, what T 

(h) 1M it a fact that the Government have uked the Bihar Govern-
ment . to lIubmit a report aD(l their opinion about this matter and if liO, 
when and witb what result , 

(c) Ha\'c the Government got allY ~ nli  to test the accuracy of the 
reports of the Provincial Government and if so, what' If not, why not f 

(d.) Will the Government he pleased t? stRte whether they are prA-
pared to accept and gh'e effect to the rcsohltlOD , 

The ROJlourable Mr. J. Crerar: (a) Government ha,,:e not tllken D.ny 
action e~ that which was indicated in the answer g"'Cll to questJon 
No. 885 011 the 12th March 1927. 

(b) No fluch report has been called for. 
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(CI Does not arise. 

Cd) Government do not propose to take any further steps in the 
~tt( . 

Mr. Oa,. Pruad 8iD4rh: May I know, Sir, if Government have 
merely forwarded the ResolutiOll with the debates to the Secretary of 
State or have also added their own recommendations to It 1 

'!'he HODOVable 1Ir. J. Orerar : I must have notice of that quclitiou. 
Mr. Bam If&ra1aD IiDa'h: May I take it, Sir, that the Governml!nt 

do not C8l"e for the ReltOlution paued by the Legislative AIiBelnMy , 

The HODOurabJe 111'. J. Orerar : Will the Honourable Member kindl1' 
repeat his question , 

MT. Bam IfU'&7&D 1iDch: May I take it, Sir, that the Government 
do not care for the Resolution passed by this Assembly , 

Mr. Prelid.ent; Will the Honourable Member proceed to the next 
questioJl ~ 

Mr. Bam Ifara7&D IiDgh : My supplementary quefJtion Lall not been 
amwered. 

111'. PreIidem : The Honourable Member himself knowfl what effect 
Govcl'nmp.nt give to the Resolutions paiRed by this Aasembly from time 
to time. Will the Honourable Member proceed to the next qnestion , 

8ToPPAGII or THE BonA y MAIL AT KODAJUIA. 

656. elii' ........ JUl 1baIl: (0) Are the Government aware 
that the Kodarm'l ltalion on the GraDd Chord line ia the centre of tbe 
mica in t~  in the province of Rihar and Orissa' 

(b) Is it· a laotthat; the Bombay Mail does not stop at Kodarma tb_ 
da.vs 7 If HO. why' Are t.he Government aware of the 10118 suffered by 
the mica merchants therc from this cilanre , 

(c) ~ it a fact tbat the Mail stoptl at Gajhandi only the next Btation 
after Kodarma' If 80, will the Government Btate in detail the reason 
for the mail Itopping at Gajhandi , 

(d) Are the Government aware that the people engaged in the 
mica industry have made a gJ't"at grievance of it f Are the Government 
prepared to co1l8ider tbiH grievance of the people there , 

(t) Will the Govemment be pleased to give the figures of the first 
class l f n~( f  hooked from ~ eh and every Rtation on the Grand Chord 
line, when the :Mail uaed to stop at Kodarma also , 

(f) TR there any objection to arranging thRt the Bombay Mail may 
stop at Kodarnla instead of at Gajbandi' 1f 80 what is the objection T 

Mr. A. A. L. P&rIODI: (a) Yes. 
I 

. (b) Thf' time table HhoWfl that the Bombay Mails do not stop at 
Kodann8. Rep:arding the remainder of thi" qut'llition Govenlment have no 
information. 

(c) The time table ,.hows thut the Mail does not st.op at Gajhandi. 
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(d) to (/). It is quite impossible for Government to undertake the 
arrangement of time tables. A copy of the question and this reply will 
be fonvardtd to the Agent of the Railway. 

t556·. 

RAILWAY EIlBANKIOINT8 AND FLOODS IN GUJARAT AND ORISSA. 

M7. ·Mr. B. Du : Will Government be pleased to state to what 
extent the havocs of ftoods are enhanced by railway embankments in the 
Districts of Gujerat (Bombay) and Cuttack in Orissa' 

$ . 

Mr. A.. A. L. PanODI : Government have received no report that the 
havoc caused by the recent floods in either of the districts 'JJ1entioned has 
been enhanced by railway embankments. 

Sir Punhotamdu Thakurdu : Are Government aware that in the 
l ~  district in the most affected taluka, it is generally believed that 

the havoc il' partly due to the reason sta.ted in the question t 

Mr. A .... L. PanoDi : I have not received any report to that e1Iact 
80 far. . 

Sir Purahotamdu Thakurdu : Will the Government pleaAA call for 
1\ report from the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway about their 
Broach Jambusaf line' 

Mr. A. ... L. PanoDi : We shall in any case get a report in regard 
to the breRches of the railway there, and I presume we ilhall .obtain informa-
tion on th" l)oint mentioned by the Honourable Member. 

Sir Punhoiamdu Tb&kurdu : Will that report be made available to 
the Houllt' t 

Mr. A.  A. L. PanoDi : I cannot say until I have seen it. 

PROVISION OF THE RAILWAY EMBANKMENTS IN THB CtrrrACK DISTRICT WITlI 

PROPER BRIDGES, CuLVERTS AND SLUlCB&. 

608 .• 1Ir. B. Du: (a) Is it not a fact that in the Cuttack District 
the ftood water has been on a very high level on the weRt side of the railway 
lines of the Bengal Nagpur Railway lind that on the east side at low 
level' 

(b) IK it not a fact that the flood wafer cannot be draint'd off for want 
of sufficient waterways provided in that Railway , 

(t') Are Government aware that villages and ~ i lt l ~ n s havo 
baen submerged in tholl(' flood atT('cted areas hecaulle the raIlway em-
bankments have not been provided with proper bridges, culverts and 
sluices , 

Mr. A. A. L. PanoDi : From reports so far received it appears that 
the raHwav line h8@1 h('en breached over 1\ distance of about] 1 mile!'! mostly 
north of the Baitarani RiVf'!1" by the bursting of the Bait8rani dam, the 
line h ill~ entirely suhmerp:ed, the hank. in most. places eomplptelr .w~she  
aWRY. on(' hridtl'P of 5 Kpans of 40 ft. (rJrders destrOoYcd and otht'r brlitgoes 

t Not put at the meeting, owing to the abaenct' of the ell~ione  but the quelltion 
and RUIIWf!r to it will he found at ~  S!'i41 of these prol1eedmga. 
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damaged. My Honourable friend will realise that it is rot practicable to 
provide wBterwaYIl lIu1Hcient to plUlll the great v{)lume of water discharged 
on the tludden bunrting of a dam of the size-.Baitarani dam is 20 miles 
long ~ but In any ease Nlere is at present no evidence that the existcmce of 
a railway embankment in any way added ~o the area submerged. 

STA.TISTICS RELATING TO TltB LaNom or WA.TllaWA.Y8 PaoVIDIlD ON EACH 

RAlLWA.Y, ETC. 

Me. -Mr .. B. Du: (a) Have Government any statistics as to ,the 
total length of waterways (bridlJeH, culverts, sluices, etc.) provided in 
every Railway and will Government be pleased to lay a statement on the 
table shewing the leagth of waterway originally provided in each system 
of Railways and the pereentage of inereueto thOle waterways as a result' 
of p1'tW8U1'e of Provincial GovernmenUl and the Central Government during 
the 1ut be years , 

(b) Is it not a fact that large alterations have been made in the water-
ways of the North-Western Railway, E8It Indian Railway and Eaatern 
Bengal Railway during the laet five yean to allow flood water and rain 
water to drain away quickly , 

(c) Will Government be pleased to atate if the Bailway Board pro-
pose to revise the deaignl of their waterways to allow proper drainage 
of flood and rain waten , 

... A. ..... L. PIoI'IODI: (0) Government have no '4tatitrtiell sh«*ing 
the length of waterways provided on each railway, but the total length is 
probably about 300 miles. I am Dnable to accept the Honourable Memher's 
suggestion that the proviHion of extra waterways, where they have been 
provided, during the last five years has been due to pre&8Ure by Provincial 
and Central OovernmentH and not to .the efforts of Railway Admini'itra-
tioDll themselves ; or to give, without impoKing on Railway Administra-
tion" an amount of investigation and compilation quite incommensurate 
witb their value, the IttatiJJtiCH for which he ash in tbe latter part of this 
questiclII. Th .. pOHition is that in localities where the original bridging 
has been found imlUfticient eitt'a waterwaYII hlNe heen providNl but 
the total length of tbetre extra waterways is no doubt a "cry small percent-
age of the total waterway" originally pr<Wided on the 40,000 of miles of 
railways ill India. 

(b) Not "0 far 88 I am aware, but I am making inq uiries and will 
let tilt' lI(mourable Member know the result. 

( c) ]t ;8 not 80 much a question of reviJiDg the dflNp of bridgfl, 
culverts and Jluices, 88 of lIeeing that suftlcient ~e j", allOWed for the 
drainage of flood and rain water. The me88UI'eR which the Railway Board 
and KailW1ty AdminiatntioDi take to Meeure this .were fully dellCribed by 
Sir Clement Hindley in his speech in fhi" House on the 24th SeptGlber 
1924. 

Mr. It. Ahmed: In view of the fact that the Honourable Memher 
&.Qd Ilia predeeellOJ'-I thiDk it wu Sir Olement 

I .... BiDdley-m 1916 promiaed that .lIcient pllH88ges 
would be provided in the constructions of the future rail .... ay lines, do 
Government propotle now to make inquiries and in future take pro{'er 
ttePif 80 that dcient water p8S8&,etI may be provided in the construction 
of Dew linea , 
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Mr. A. A. L. PanoDi : I am very uncertain whether I have correctly 
caught tbe gist of my Honourable friend's question, but we do take steps 
whenever .8 new 'line i" being corurtructed, ill. consultation with local 
authorities, to provide if posliible for f$ufflcient waterways to (',Rrry off all 
flood water. 

lIr. 1[. ~ : Is the Honourahle Member aware that from the 
report of the local authority on tbe Eastern Bengal Railway, Mr. Ganga 
Ram-the Engineer's report, I beIieve--in 1924 it was answered in the 
ti8me term", that in future constructions of railways sufficient waterways 
would be provided f The construction of the North Bengal Railway will 
be taken up within a short period, because we have pM8ed the amount 
of expenditure for new constructions in the last Session. Do Government 
propose to allow sufficient passage for water to pass through, so that the 
homesteadH and huts of the poor people in the villages may not be sub-
merged by flood8 again , 

Mr. A. A.1.. PanoDI : On this occasion, Sir, I &10 e fe(~tl  eertain 
that I have not caught even the gist of my Honourable frIend's question. 

INQUIRY BY THE RoY.AL AGRIOULTURAL CoKKI88ION INTO THE CAUSES OF 

l'LooDS .AND DISTRE88 O.AUSED THEREBY. 

060. -Mr. B. Du: (a) Will Government be pleased to 8tate if the 
Royal CommiH8ion on Agriculture will inquire or lire inquiring into the 
cause8 of 1I00ds and distrc!'4' enuRed thereby to the agriculturist class as a 
whole , 

(b) Has any t'stimate been mllrl" of th" rnonl'Y value of the 1088 
sullel'ed by agriculturi8ts from flouos 1111 over Jndill during the last five 
years' If so, what is it , 
Mr. O. S. BaJpat: (a) It is for the Royal Commission to interpret 

their terms of reference. The question of the causes of floods and distress 
caWJed thereby hB8 not been Npeciftcally referred to them. 

(b) No. 

111'. B. Du: May I ask the Honourable Member if he does not think 
it the work of the Department of Agriculture to inquire into the economic 
100000s t.o the agriculturist due to these lIoods , 

Mr. O. I. Bajp&l : I would refer the Honourable Member to the 
di"ision of subjects between the Central Government and the Local 
Oovt'rnment. He wnt find from it that this work is primarily the concern 
of the IJocal Government and not of the Government of India. 

Mr. •. Du: Will t.he Honourable Member invite the attention of 
the Provincial . Governmenbl to this and ask them to inquire into the 
economic kwi&es of the agriculturist, in view of the fact that they a!'e 
not taking any interest in the matter of ascertaining economic losses 14 
the m&118e8 Y 

MEMORIAL RELATING TO THE CoNSTaUOTIO.N OF SANCTIONED AND NEW lINlllS 

IN Tal l{A&N.ATAK. 

523 .• 1Ir. D. V. aelvi : Will Goyernment be pleaRed t.o Htate if : 
(a) a memorilll signed by o~t 6,000 residentf; of t~e Karnatllk h~ 

been received by the Railway Board requestmg the Govern-
ment to expedite the construction of the sancti.oned lines and 
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to commence new lines in the various Distriots of the 
Karnatak ; 

(b) any steps have been taken by Government to expedite the con-
struction of the six lines as mentioned in the memorial ; 

(c) any action has been taken by Government to survey the .two 
propoeed new linea, N., (1) Hubli-Karwar·Mangalore line, 
(2) Mysore-Mercarra.Mangalore line, as asked by th, 
memorialists ; 

(d) it is a fact that the Bagalkot.Ilkal Branch of the proposed 
Nippani.Hungund line is abandoned ; 

(e) any of the propOleCi m linea will be commenced before the end 
of this year i 

(f) tbe Gadag.Wadi·Raichur lille has still a chance of being COD· 
IJtructed , 

1Ir. A.  A. L. Panou: (4) Government have e ei ~  a memorial 
asking for the early coD8truction of sis linea, investigations into which 
have, in the past, been made, but none of which have been II&Ilctioned for 
construction. The memorialists also asked that two new lines, not yet 
. eumined, should be constructed. 

(b) Two out of the three lines lying in British territOry are nOw re-
investigated. The other three lines p888 througb Indian States. 

(c) A survey is being undertaken for a line from Mangalore to 
Malapi. The eumination of a further enension of this line northwards 
will depend to 80IDe extent upon the reflUltl of thiN aurvey. The second 
line paRMefl through an Indian State. 

(d) No. The project is being re.investig:ated by the Madras and 
Southern Mahratta Railway Adminwtration. 

(e) It is not likely that the result. of the surveys will be received in 
time to allow of ons~ etion being commenced before the end of this 
year. 

(f) Gonrnment have no information on the subject. The line puaes 
through an Indian State. 

Ln: CoJOllS810N'S PBoi>o&AL8 rM B&GABD TO TRII INDIAN MmDroAL 

BeBVICII:. 

Mr. O ... Your : r am grateful to you, Sir, for this opportunity 
to correct a statement which T made on ThurKday laHt in reply to one of 
many Kupplementary questions to question No. 369 about the I.ee Com· 
miMion 'f! propoilalA in regard to the Indian Medical Service. I Haid that 
no more Indian oftlcel'8 are now recruited to the Indian Medical Sel"ViC8 
on a temporaTY buis.. It is true that the number of temporary offiool"M is 
not being enlarged ; but is, on the contrary, beinJl reduced in proportion 
8f! officers are appointed to pennanent commissions in th(' service. 
NOl'mal1y, therefore, no more ot!iee'NI would be appointed to temporary 
eommiH8ionH. But J flnd that inHtMlctiom were illHued IMt yeaf by ArmY 
Head(luarters to local military authoritiefl to terQJ.inate in future the 
contracts of temporary otflcen when they have served for nine yea.rs. That 
means that other temporary oftlcel'fJ have to be reeruited in their places, 
though the total number of temporary oftlcers reJDains affected. I was 
not aware of theae instructions when I spoke. They were issued la8t yeat" 
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when I was serving in another Department. I gather that there is some 
feeling about, them in certain quarters of this HOUBe and elsewhere. That 
being IJO, T propose to re-examine the question ; though of course I can 
give no undertaking that the instructions will be either reversed or modified. 

QUESTIONS NOT PUT AT TIlE MEETING, OWING TO THE 
ABSENCE OF THE QUESTIONER, WITH ANSWERS TO THE 
SAME. 

NUMBER OF INDIAN OFI'ICBRS IN THE TRA.FFIO AND' LocOMOTIVE SERVICE OJ' 

THE EAST INDIAN RAILWAY ORA WINO MORE THAN Rs. 600 PER MENSEK. 

474. "'Kh&D Bahadur Barfaru R1III&iD Khan : Will the Government 
be pleaaed to state : 

(a) the total number of officers in the Traffic and Locomotive 
service of the EaRt Indian Railway drawing more than 
Rs. 500 tier mensem , 

(b) the number of Indians out of the total number , 

Mr. A. A. L. PanODl: (a) and (b). The information is available to 
the Honourable Member in the Classified List of State Railway Establish-
ment a copy of which will be found in the library. 

THE ROYAL AIR FORCE IN INDIA. 

476. *J[bn Bahaclur 8arfaraz HuuaiD )[ban: (a) What is the total 
str('ngth of the Royal Air Force in India T 

(b) Is it a fact that the cost of the Royal Air Force in India amounts 
to over 8 crore and three qUKrters a year and is met out of the revenues 
of India' 

(c) Is it 8 fact that the Royal Air Force is a unit of the Imperial 
Forces and not part of the Indian Army f 

(d) If the answers to (b) and (c) are in the affirmative, do Govern-
ment propose to move the authorities concp.rned in the interest  of India 
t.o make the Royal Air Force in India a part of the Indian Army or to 
have the cost of the Force met from the British Exehequer , 

. 111'.0 ... You,: (4) The sanctioned establishment of the Roval 
Ail' Fol'tle in India 18 227 officers, 1.777 British other ranks and 202 
personnel of thf' Indian Technical section. 

(b) and (r). I would refer the Honourable Member to the answer I 
goavt' on Febnlary 26th last to Sir Hart Singh Gour's question No. 614. 

(d) No. Sir. 

USE OF STATIONERY FOR MEMBEREI OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

476. *Khan Bahadur 8&riaraz HUllain )[han: Will o e n ~t 

plt!8.8f1 state whether the stationery supplied in the writing room for the use 
of the Members of t.he Assembly is meant excluflively for writing mattl'rs 
connected with the AASembly businellli, or also for writing private letters , 

.. Mr. W. 't .•. Wrla'h' : The stationery supplied in the writing room 
may be ttKed for any correflpondence which Members may desire to conduct 
While on t.he AMem bly premises. 
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lNCAUS£ IN THE MAxIMUM RAn or Tn INDIAN lNooIIJl-T,u. 

Mi. -Khan Ba.hadur 8&rfaru HUII&i:D J[JaaD. : Will Government he 
pleased to state the reasons why the maximum rate of Indian income-tax 
i;pcre&8f'd steadily from 12 pies in the rupee to 18 pies in the rupee, while 
the British income-tax rates for the 88Dle period decreued from 6 shillingK 
In the £ to 4 lihillings in the £ (As shown in the statement laid on tht> 
table in reply to. starred question No. 616 on the 26th February 1927) , 

The Honourable Itr Bull Blackett : If the Honourable Member will 
make his comparison hfotween pre-war conditions and the present time, he 
will find that the main di1l'erenC!e between the position in India and the 
position in Great Britain in this matter is that the British tax waH raised 
more early and more steeply than the Indian; and that tlie Hubsequent 
reduction in the British tax still leaves the net increase in Gre .. t Britain 
much the same 88 the increase in India, while the actual rate in Oreat 
Britain is of course very much higher. 

ANNUAL INCREMBNT 0)1' SECOND DIVISION CLERKS 01' ,THE GOVERNMENT 0)1' 

. INDtA SECRETAlUAT. 

002. -Dan BabacIv 8&rfaru H1III&iD KhaD : 1. (0) With refer-
~n e to Government reply I. A furtber repreaentation baa been reeeived 
and is under eonsid.eration "toatarreciqueation No. 619 (7), (8), aDd (10) 
OD 26th February 1927, regarding the aDnual increments of men in the 
seoond division of the Government of India Secretariat, will Government 
please state if they have come to any decision , 

(b) If so, will they please communicate the result to the Houae T 

2. Will Government pleue lay on the table & complete list of thfl 
establishment for the IleCOnd division of the Government of India Sec-
retariat , 

fte JIoDourable •. J. Crerar: (a) Yes. 
(b) The prayer wu rejected. 

2. I would refer the Honourable Member to the reply liven on the 
8th Mareh 1924 to his question No. 600. 

DBPARTilUlTAL STANDING COIOlITTUS. 

608. eB:bu BaU4v IarfIl'U HlIIAiD Kbul : (0) Bathe iDfol'lD&-
tion asked for in starred question No. 743, on 7th March 1927; re Depart-
mental Standing Committees been collected , 

(b) If 80, wilJ Go\'ernment pIeue lay a copy of the information flO 
eol!t'Cted, on the table for the information of the Houae , 

The Honourable Mr. I. Onrar: (4) and (b). The information re-
garding departmental Standing Committees wed for by Mr. Aney has 
been supplied to tim. It iN being furniahed to the Honourable Member 
also. 

GRIEVANCES OJ' LUGGAG8. PORT1I:R8 AT HOWBAH. 

&10. *KhaD llahadur larfaru B1III&tD DaD: (0) Referring to 
Ho\'ernment reply .. Government are awaiting the AfPDt', report iD the 
matter" to Irtarred question No. 661 (c) &oDd (d) on the 1st March, 1927, 
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re Grievance8 of llllgage porters at Howrah, will Government please !itate 
if they hav., received the report , 

(b) If so, will they please communicate the result to the HOlll*! ! 
•. A . .A.. L. PartoDl: (a) Yes. 
( b) All began has been stopped. 
The license fee paid by the porters has been reduced to Rs. 5 per 

month. . 
The rate of 2 annas per load at Uowrah has been reduced to It annas. 

A.BOLITION OF TU Began OR FREE LABoUR SYSTD ON TIlE EAST INDIAN 
RAIL1VAY. 

611. Khan BaUd.ur 8arfaru B1III&in Kb&n: (a) Was the Begari 
system or free labour system sanctioned by the Agent, East Indian RHil-
way in April, 1921 or at any other time , 

( b) If so, iii the system still in force , 
(c) 111 it a fact that the Agent has of late issued instructions that the 

Begari 'system be abolished , 
. (d) If so, will Government please state if the system has now been 

absolutely abolished , 
... .A. . .A.. L. PU'IGDI: (a) The Honourable Member is referred to 

items (a) and (b) of the reply given to question No. 668 asked by Mr. 
N. M. Joshi in this Assembly on the 1st March, 1927. 

(b) No. 
(c) and (d). Yes. 

CONTRACTS FOR REGIMENTAL INSTITUTES. 

017. "Mr. T . .A.. J[. 8hern.Di: (a) Is there any provision in the rules 
r(,l' tbp. management and control of Regimental Institntes that only con· 
tractors lin the approved list of the Army HeadquarteJ'l) Rhould be given 
·ht'contraci ! 

(b) If 80, is it a . fact that this provision was made solely to guard 
against. the deterioration of the canteen service by theadmisaion of un-
experienced hands , 

(c) Are Government aware that this practice is now being departed 
from and that contracts in the Northern and Western Commands are 
bt>ing allott('d indi'ilCriminately Y 

(d) If so, what steps, if any, have the Government taken to stop thi~ 
practice in the interests (If the troops' 

(e) Are Government prepared to rule that great care should be 
t'xercised ;n the selection of contracto1'8 and that in t,he interests of troops 
the G<m!rnment should restrict the number of contracts to be given to & 
particular person, so as to be compatible with efficiency and to have the 
benefit of personal supervision , 

Mr. G .•. Your: (a) Yel. 
(b) The object of the provision is to prevent contracts being given 

to persons wbo are not approved. 
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(e) The answer is in the negative. Contracts are allotted with dis-
crimination, and the name of each contractor is submitted to Army 
Headquarters for approval. 

(d) Does not arise. 
(e) Great care is taken in the selection of contractors, with a view 

to e16ciency and the need for adequate personal luperviBion. 

STAMPING OUT OP SLAVERY IN SOME OlP THE OUTLYING TERRITORIE8 SITU.lTED 

CLOSE TO THa BuaOSE FRONTIERS. 

62 •. *Dan Bahaclv larfaru B1IU&iD 1Dwl: 1. Will Government 
please rive lome detailed information of the meaauree taken by Gonrn-
ment to stamp out tlavery in some of the outlying territoriel situated 
close to the Burmese Frontiers (~ the address of His Excellency the 
Vieeroy to the Members of the ~ l  on the 2«Il Janu&1'7 192'1) , 

2. Will Government please state if slavery still exists in any of the 
backward or hilly places in India , 

Sir De.oys .... ,  : Full and . aoeurate accounts of the two anti-
slavery expeditioJllJ despatched last cold &ealIOn into the outlying parts 
of Northern Burma have appeared in the Pret18 and it is hardly poM8ible 
to add to them within the scope of an answer. One expedition entered the 
Hukawng Valley and Naga Hills and emaneipated the few slaves which 
the expedition of the previous year had been UDable to reach. The other 
traversed the barely expJol'ed area known as the Triangle and emancipated 
4,000 slavea. Theee operations were carried out with much skill under 
arduous conditioJllJ but unhappily not without 10M of life, Captain West, 
Lance Naik .Agam Singh and Zawng Ze, peon, having been killed in an 
ambush. 
2. Yes, in certain UDadministered· and in some C8He8 still unexplored 

al'eas in Burma aDd AlIIl8m. 

BE-APPOINTMENT OJ' MaSRS. IUTHBW8 AND McGUIRK, INSOLVENTS, BY TIlB 

E.i8TB&Jl B.NGll RAILWAY. 

ISM. *Khan B&haclur kl'faruBuaiD Khan: (a) aeferrm, to Gov-
ernment reply •• Government have no information, but . are making 
inquiries I I, to unstal'J'ed question No. 122, re re-appointment of Me8f:ll'8. 
thew~ and McGuire, insolvents, by the Eutern Belllal Railway, 'Yill 

Government plea" state if the enquiries bave been eomplt"ted' 
(b) If 10, will they please cQmmunicate the relult of the inquiries 

to the HoUle , 
•• .A.. A. L. Panona : A copy of the lettel' in which Mr. Amar Nath 

Dutt 1'188 rrupplied with the infol'mation asked for in hi. ulUltarred qUelltion 
No. 122 on 1st March 1927 iH laid on the table. 

Copy 0,. .\ I_r.M'T.R nOll Tnt ~  TO 'I'm: RAILWAY Bo.uo. '1'0 Ma. Alua NATlJ 
Dtl1"1', M.L.A., No. 486, llAnD TIn: 21i'l'lJ MAROH 1927. 

With retflr{1nc'{1 t-O thfl '1ueetioD No. 122 Raked by you ill the L4§jfilJative AIIIH'mbly 
OD tli(' 18t Mareh 1927, I am diruted to lItattl t ~ Governm_t have. ma4lcl ~ lel 
oDd thl' tonowing iJltormatioD hI tumilhed : . 

(4) TIle reply i. in the &tImatin. 
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(b) .Mr. Mathewl waa adjudicated iDaolvent on 17th July 1925 and W&8 allowed 
to realgn hil poet. On an appHea.tion subJhitted by MT. Mathews to the 
Calcutta High Court the adjudication order ... &DJlulled Gn 2nd February 
1926, ,,'ide High Court Notl1lea.Uon in the Gazette of India, Part II, dated 
27th Marl'h ~  page.us.. Ilr. Mathew. therefore on Ie-employment 
waa DO longer iDaolvent. ' 

(c) The matter of iDaolven!'y and habitual indebtednCBI il dealt with in para-
graph 16 of the Govel1llDent Servant.' Conduct Bulea. 

(d) Mr. McGuire wal not removed from lervice lolely on the ground of indebted-
netl. Other factors were, continued UDlatiefactory working, overlltayitg 
leave without permi81ion and wnbordination on 8everal oeC&8ions. 

DECISION OJ' THE PIUVY CoUNCIL 'IN THE CASE OF GANB8H LAL VB. KHETlU, 

MOIlAN ~ . 

036. *J[han Bah&dur larfaru Buaain ][h&D: (a; With regard to 
the decision of the Privy Council in 'the cue of GaneCJh Lal v. Khetra 
Mohan Mahapatra, will Government please state if they have COme to 
any decision as to the desirability of their taking action in the matter 
[t.ttae Government reply to the starred question No. ~~ (c) on the 
1,t March 1927] , 

(b) If so, will t.hey ple88e communicate their decision to the House 1 

The Honourable Mr. J. Ortnr : Government have decided to take 
no action until they see how the Courts in India view the judgment of the 
Privy Council 

NUMBER or INDIANS EMPLOYED AS WIRELESS OPERATORS. 

086 .• nan Bahadar larfaru Bu.atn Khan : Will the Government 
pleaae state : 

(a) Why out of the total nwnber of 26 men recruited to work 
as wireless operators only one is an Indian , 

(b') The names 'of the 26 men recruited, their ll'lalifications and 
their pay' 

(c) How many of the 26 men were ex-service men and how many 
departmental , 

Mr. H. A.. 8&mI: (a) PresulDably the Honourable Member refers 
to th(> selection of 24 not 26 telegraphists from the Traffic Branch of the 
Department, made at, tbe end .of June last, for trainiag in he t.s~one 
wireless working. 24 telegraphists were selected, of w~o  13 are IndIans. 

(b) A statement giving the particulars required will be handed to the 
Honourable Member. 

(c) No ex-service men were selected j all the men were departmental 
telegra phists. 
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AtLEoBD AssAULT ON Alim DISJlmSAL OJ' Sua tAL, AN EMPLoYEE OF no: 
BOGAL N.A.GPu. RAlLw.A.Y WOUIBOP .A.T KILlRAHUB. 

637. ~ ...... lufaru B--m Daa: (a) Baa the report 
asked for from the Agent reprding the alleged 88I8ult on and dill-
missal of Sill Lal, an employee of Bengal Nagpur Railway Workshop 
at Kharagpur, been received (vNH Government reply to starred que,tion 
No, 753 on 7th March 1927) , 

• (b) If 10, will Government please lay a oOPY of tbe report on the 
table' 

111'. A. A. L. PanoIII : A oopy_ of the letter in which the Agent', 
report was oommlUlicated to Rai Bahadur Tarit BhU8&D Roy with refer· 
enee to his starred question No. 753 on 7th March, 1927, is laid on the 
table. 

Copy OP A L.-rrD noll THE 8SCRft.uy, RAlLWAY BOA&D, TO llu BUUDua Tun 
BRUBAN Boy, M.L.A., No. ~. .  !MUD T1I& 29TH APalL lt27. 

With refereoee to the reply riven to your qlJ8ltion No. 753, dated the 7th Karch, 
1927, in the Legialative Auembly, I am direeted to ftate that the foUowiac report hal 
be\.'D J'tl('cived from the Agent, Bengal·NalPur Bailway : 

" AD employee uamed Sakhlal WRII asleep under a wagon durila, worldD, hours. 
It ia not a fad that he had an attaek of lJUJI·atroke, DOr was be palled out 
by bls bair. 

It is I'orreet that lit' was lIubaequently amniAed tor n t f~to  working, 
fault ha\'ing been forDId with him on lM!V8ral prevloal oeeuloDl." 

RULES FOR THE GlUNT OF PASBPORTS TO hUONS ENTERING INDIA FROIf 

NEPAL, BHUTAN, nc. 

638. *K.haD, Be.badw larfaru • ....m IDta1l : (0) Are there no rules 
relating to P&ll8POr'ts for persons entering India by land eJ:cept throqh 
the Chaman, Khyber, and NWlbki routea, 18 indicated by Government in 
their reply to un8tarred question No. 171 on 7th March 1927 , 

(b) If 80, do Government propose to make rule. relating to pap. 
ports for penol18 entering India from Nepal, Bhutan, and othe,. main 
north-eastern routes , 

.. DeDJI ~  The answer to both parts of the question ill in 
the negative. 

Nt7JOER OJ POLITlc.u. DftBlilU8 8l1J'D1UNG rBOIf TUBERCULOSIS. 

639. ~ Baba41II' larfaru B.... Dan: Will Gonrnment 
please state : 

(a.) How many out of the total number of political detenu8 afe 
nftering from tuberculoli. , 

(b') If it it a fact that tuberculotie patients are kept in the lame 
ward' 
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(c) If tuberculolis patients are given especial  facilities regarding 
their diet and freedom of action in chosing phYlicians of 
. their own liking for their treatment f 

ftl Jlonourable Mr. J. Orerar: No detenus in jails are known to 
be s fe~ng from tuberculosis. One has been placed under observation, 
but tuberculosis ha.'! not been diagnosed. Two detenns who are not con-
fined in jail'! are suspecteu of suffering from tuberculosis. They are in 
a position to 8JTange their own diet and choose their own doctors. , 

STARTING SALAlUES 01' GRADUATES AND MATlUCULATES IN THE OLEJUCAL 

ESTABLI8HHENT OF THE NORTH. WESTERN RAILWAY. 

5156. -Mr. Jlarchandrai Viahindaa: (a) wm Government be pleased 
to state what are the starting salaries of graduates and matriculates in the 
clerical establishment of the North Western Railway Department' 

• 
(b) Do Government observe any distinotion between the salaries of 

irraduates and other employees in the clerical establishment on the North 
Weatern Railway f 

(0) If not, why not' , . 

(d) Do Government hold any competitive examination for every 
vacauoy to be 61led. ,  . 

(~  If not, do the Government intend to do so in future , 

111' ••••• L. PanoDl: Government have no information. 
The method of recruitment and appointment of clerks ar, left entirely 

in the hands of the Agent. 

UN STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

CoNSUMPTION 01' CoAL ON TBB MAJOB INDIAN RAn.WAY8. 

53. Mr. It. O. Nlogy : Will Government be pleased to state what 
is the llI(gt't!gatc tonnage of coal consumed during the last two years by 
the major lllClian railways for the purposes indicated below, the figures for 
each railway being shown separately : 

( a) running of mail and fast expresses, 

(b) running of passengtlr trains, 

(c) running of goods trains, 

(d) shunting' 

111'. ,A. •• L. PIonoDa: I bave sent. a statement to the Honourablo 
Member giving such information as is avatlable. 

CoA.L8 SUITABLE roB TJlE REQUIUJlBNTB OF TBB M.uOB lImUN' RAILWAYS • 

• M. Mr. K. O .• 1011 : Will o e n e ~ be l~ e  to lay on the 
tabla a etateJllent showing the coals, descl'lbed With reference to the 
collieries in which they ate mined, which met the requirements of each of 

D 
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thl' major Indian railways under each of the following heads, during the 
lasi. two yean : ' 

( G) l'tllUling of mail and fast e.s.presses, 

(b) running of ordinary passenger trains, 

(l') running of goods trains, and 

(d) shunting f 

111'. A. A L. PanoDt : I regret that it is not poasible to supply the 
information for which the Honourable Member asks 88, in the first place, 
no record is maintained by railways of the particular services on which 
coal from each colliery is used and, even if this information was avail-
able, it would not be poesible to uy if it met the requirements of the rail-
way. . . 

USE OY Coli RAISED IN CoLLIBaIES OWNilD BY StATE RAILWAYS ON TIlE 

OoKPANY-KANAGBD RAu.WAY8 • 
• 

66. Mr. K. O. 1f1OO': (fJ) Is it a fact that the coal raiaed in the 
colliery of one State Railway is used for others' If 80, Will ao,'emment 
furnish particulars of all such recent instances in point' Will Govemment 
be pJeased to state how the quota of each railway is ete~ whcn a 
collit'ry is jointly owned by two or three railway owners , 

(b) Is it a fact that the coal raised in collieries owned by State 
Railways is UHed on the Company-managed Railways TUllO, will Go\'· 
ernment furnish particulan of such inlltances in point occurring within 
the last two years' On what basis ia the price for sueh ooal ehal'ged , 

Mr. A. ,.. L. P&rIODS: (a) Coal raised in the colliery of one ,State 
Railway is, when necefJK8l'y, allotted to other railways. The following 
allotment8 have been made for the year 1927-28 :-

1,20,000 tonI! from the East Indian Uailway Giridih Colliery to the 
North-Westel'll Railway. 

1,20,000 ton. from the Ea.t IndiaJl Railway Giridib Colliery to the 
Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 

12,000 tOil» from the EMt Indian Railway Giridih Colliery to the 
Eastern Bengal Hailway. • 

1,72.000 tom from th(! Oreat Indian Penintmla Railway Kargali 
Colliery to the EMt Indian Railway. 

I.53,ROO tOnH from the Oreat Indian PtlniDHula Railway Kargali 
Colliery to the Efll'ltem Bengal Railway. 

The division of the colJiery output. of jointly owned collieries is fixed 
by agreement when the collieries are acquired. . 

(b.) 1 caD trace DO receat iDltance8 of this having' been. done. 

OoNBTBUCTIOJl BY THB BoIIDAY, B.ABODA AND CENT8AL INDIA RAILWAY 01' 

SPECIAL ENGINES TO IUIT TU CoXSUKPTION OJ' SaoOND CLA.88 CoAL. 

56. 1Ir. E. O. NeorrY.: Is it a fact that tbe ,Bombay. Baroda-and 
Central India Railway constt:Ucted .ome special engme!' three or four 
yeaN back to suit the CloniumptioD of aecoDd clau .coal thenoD' If 
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so. ,will Government be pleased to st.te wh~ein exactly lies the s~ i lit  
of such locomotives 1 .. . 

Mr. A. A. L. Panoll.l : The Bombay, Baroda and Central India Rail-
way as an experiment obtained delivery of two passenger and two goods 
locomotives in 1924 which were larger than their prevwus standard types. 
These locomotives are provided with larger fire grates than has been 
usual on Indian locomotives and can therefore bum some second class 
coals with les8 108s of efficiency or economy than certain other types of 
locomotives. 

CAPITAL OUTLAY JUDE BY THE PROPOSED RAILWAY COLLIERY IN TALCHUR 

FIELD AND IN RELIGARI-DARI. 

t>7. Mr. It. O. Neogy : Will Government be pleased· to say what is 
the amount of capital outlay so far made by the proposed railway col-
liery in Talchur field and in Religari-dari ? 

Mr. A. A. L. PanoDl : The information asked for is being obtained 
from the Railway Administrations concerned and will be furnished to the 
Honourable Member when received. 

PRICE PER TON 01' ('OAL PURCHASED POR THE RAILWAYS POR EACH YEAR 

PROM 1906-07 TO 1926-27. 

58. Mr. 1t. O. Neogy : Will the Government be pleased to state 
what average price per ton W8.'l paid for coal purchased for the Railways, 
the figure being ,vorked out for each year from 1!)06-0i to 1926-27 f 

Kr . .A. A. L. Pa.nou: I am afraid I am unable to give the Honour-
able MembeT tke information in the exact. form in which he has asked for 
it since it has not been collected in that form in our statistics. But he 
will find full details of the average cost per ton of both foregn coal and 
Indian coal consumed from 1906-07 to 1925-26 in the Administration 
Report!! of Railways. The average pit's-mouth rate for coal purchased 
by State-managed Railways in 1926-27 wu Rs. 5-2-0 per ton. 

EXEMPTION FROII AsSESSIIENTTO lNoOKE-T.u OR SUPER-TAX 01' THE PROFITS 

OF TRADING SET APART POR CHARITABLE OR RELIGIOUS PURPOSES. 

59. Seth Jamnadas: (a) lR it a fact that profits of trading Ret 
apart for charitable or religious purposes are. under the existing practice, 
not exempt from assessment to income-tax or super-tax , 

(7)) If so, are Government awa.re of the discontent prevailing among the 
mercantile nnd other classcs who, pursuant to custom prevalent in the 
country from time immemorial, invariably set apart for charitable or re-
ligious purpoRcs part of the profits of trading and apply them for purpOf-les 
charitable or religious in ·the localities concerned , 

(c) Are Government prepared to consider ,the question of ·exempting 
sllch income from liability to income-tax or super-tax Y 

The Honourable Itr BuU Blaebtt: (a) To Bome extent the answer 
to this question would apparently depend on th(> circumstances. 

(b) and (c). The matter is at present before ~ High .Court-or li ~l  
to come before a High Court. The Government wIll conSIder the questIOn 
When that Court has decided it. 

DB 
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lNsnt7cTIoN8 TO U' lNoolD-Tu Omon TO OOLLBCl' A CaT.mT Allot71ft' 
OF boou-Tu no. HIS Cmou:. . 

!" 

60. Seth 3 .. ",scl ... : (tJ) Will Govemmeni be l~ e  to Itate 
whether an lnOOJlle-tax Ofticer is departinentally instructed to collect a 
certain amount of income·tax from his circle , 

(b) 1£ IliO, are Government prepared to stop this practice 1 

!'he Honourable Sir Baail Blackett : Thf! Government can hardly 
believe that any officer would issue bllCh orders which ,vould obviously he 
most improper 'and entirely illegal [should he obliged if the Honourable 
Member would give me a concrete instance if bf' knows 'of any. 

RBIQS8IOl!l OF fUE INCOME·TAX ON "NAZABANA " REALlijED BY LlNDLOJl.D8 

FROM THEIR 'fENANTS. 

61. Seth Jamnadu: (a) Are Government aware that the Income· 
tax Officers in 'Some I)JaceH have atiSl'AAed tax on •. Nu.arana " reali/ied by 
landlords from tenants for traruUers of holdings or other licenceli T 

(b) [f thi!! it! Ii fllct, have Uowrnmt'nt coIlHiderrd the quetltion of reo 
mittina the amount of tax 80 realised OD the ground that this is aD income 
derived from agriculture T 

The BoD01l1'&ble Sir Bui1 Blackett: (a) and (b). It bas beeD held 
by the Calcutta High Court that .. Nuarana " is agricultural income 
and is therefore Dot liable to in o e~t . The Government have no 
reaHon to suppose that Income·tax OBicer8 or Auistant CommilHioners 
have overlooked the J'U.lingt but tbe Central Board of Reveaue will make 
enquiries. 

EXEMPTION PROM mcoME·TAx OF INCOME REALISED PRO. TBB BALlI: 
OJ' 4c. 

62. Ieda .r ...... , (a) Will Gove1'1lment be plt!Med to enquire 
ud state whether at ItOme plAce8 tbP. Income·tax otiCeI'II have taxed the 
iDcome from the sale of lac which lac growers themsolve,. propagated and 
prepared. for the market , 

(b)· If NO. ~ Government. prepared to take steps to SA''e fluch income 
from taxation on the ground that it is ineluded in agricultural wcome T 

The IIcmourable 8tr Balil Blackett: (a) and (b). Whether income 
from the HaJe of lac is income from agriculture or not would depend on the 
factN of each case. If the Honourable Member or anyone in whom he if! 
int.erested is dilt8atisflec1 with the principles at pl't'Mtmt applied I would 
SUggflHt that th(' facts Mould be'stated to tbe Central Board of Revenue. 

AMOUlfT OF CoURT-PilE" LEVIBD IN TJlE CASE 01' INCOME· TAX ApPULS. 

68 ..... Jamped.: (4) Are Government aware that 80me appel-
!anta in income·tax appeala dx iDnftloient eourt-feel for want of 
proper jll.formation on the !lubjeet C:f,u.iag eome delay in the di8p0R81 of 
their appqlt , 

(b) Are Gcmmment pJepBred to make l1ect!1118&l7 correetiona in the 
10,.... of appea18 -prescribed. UDder Rules 21 and 22 of the Notification of 
the Board of Inland Revenue No. S-I.T., dated Delhi, 1st April 1922 (vide 
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luoo .. e-tax MaQ.uJ.) stating the amount of court-fees that is to be affixed 
on lIuch appeals" ',!" , 

'!'be Honourable 8ir Bull Bla.obtt: (a) The answer is in the 
negative. 

(b) Court-fees are regulated by the Court-fees Acts as amended from 
time to time by the Provincial Legislative Councils, and the statutory forms 
of appeals prescribed under Rules 21 and 22 of the Indian Income-tax Rules 
cannot therefore be amended in the manner suggested by the Honourable 
Member. 

REFUND OF CoURT-rEES WHERE .fPEALS ABE ALLOWED BY THE ASSISTANT 

COIOlISSIONER OF INCOJlE-TAx. 

64. Beth J.mu ..... : (a) Is it a fact that the Assistant Commis-
sioner of Income·tax at times allows appcalB and remits the entire 
assessment made by an Ineome-tax Offieer' In such cases are the court-
fees also r('funded , 

(b) If not. are Oo,oernment. prepared to consider the advisabilitv of 
making mleR for the -refund of court-feel in such cases t  .  . 

_The B'OD01lI'&ble IJr Buil Blackett: The answer to the first part of 
(a) is in the affirmative and to the second part in the negative. The answer 
to (II) ia in th. n8latin. 

INCOME· TAX,ApPEALS. 

8&. Seth JamnMiu: (a) Are Government aWJlre that BOme 
appellanta in income-'ax appeals fail to attach notices of demand pre-
scribed under f:lection 2 of the Income-tax Act, 1922, or copies of orders of 
assessment or lncoma.tax Officen; enumerated in SEctions 30 and 32 of the 
Income-tax Act with their appeals for want of proper information f  • 

(b) H 88 'his led to some delay in the disposal of appeals in such cases ! 
(c) Are Government. prepared to make nec('ssary corrections in the 

Income·tax forms referred to in (a) requiring the appellants concerned 
to attach the same to avoid delay Y 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: (0) The Government haYe no 
information. 

(b) and (c). The forms of appeal prescribed by the rules already "tate 
clearly that the demand notice or a copy of the Income·tax Officer'" ordl.'r 
ill attached whert" it iii necessary that such notice or o ~  should accompany 
the appeal. Where this is not provided for in the form the 8'Ppellant is 
under no obligation to attach the notice or copy, as the case may be, and 
it. is not clear how his failure to attach it in such circumstances could lead 
to delay. 

ACCOUNTS OF INco*E-TAX ASSESSEES. 

86. Seth JaDlDadu : (a) Is it a fact that Rome of the assessees of 
Incom6wtu are not fully conversant as to th~ sort of aecounts needed by 
the Department , 

(b) Is it also a fact that in IiIQme Cll8es innocent ss l e~ h ~t . suffer 
merely on aceo\1Dt of thp ab!lencc of proper l owl( ~  or the keepmg of 
accounts needed by thf! Department , 
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(0) 18 it a fact that in mOlt caEJejI the Income-tu OiIcer haB to reject 
the ,accounts a8 unclosed and as&e86 on the percentage basis on the 
ground that the accounts are not pmpetl.7 kept , 

(d) .Are Government awa.re thl\t there is an amount of discontent on 
teis account amongst the income-tax 8.S8eBSee6 t 

(e) Are Goven:unent prepared to publish in the \'crnacular of the pro-
vinces 8JDall pamphlt'Ui on the subject and make thenl 8"ailable at Ll n\)-
minal price with a view to edneate sses~ es in this on l~ tioll ? 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: (a) and (b). The Department 
doeg not require accountll maintained on any particular Kystf.'m. AP.COUllts 

maintained according to any regular tlystem indigenous or w('stem ai'll 
accepted, and at"!o Rny accounts from which the profits can 1\.'1 Ii matter of 
fact be 8l!certained. The Government are not aware' that IneOltlt'·tllx 
Officers generally follow anS other principle. 

. (e) ThiJ it eartaiDly happeD8 in a considerable, but decreasing propor-
tIon of cues. 

(d) This i. probebh; but appean to be to HOme extent uuavoidable. 

(e) The Central Board of Revenue will consider the sugpstion .. 

9aAJrr o. Rm.IU TO TJIB F.um.y o. TO LATB Ma. IiUDAlI QePAL,.& Pon .. L 
EIO'LOYDllll 1'l1li CBJlTUL PBOVUTCJD8. 

67.1eda I .. DMaI: (0) Will Government be pleased to enquire 
ad state whether Mr. Madan Gopal was a Head clerk ih the oftlce of 
SuperiDtendent of PtMt 0fBeeI, Nerbudda Divisicm, Central Provinceti ., 

(b ) WIllS he tranllferred to Chanda (Ce1ltral Province.) in February 
last , . 

(c) Did he apply for hia tr&D8ler to a Hindi-speakin, district &8 h. 
could not understand ~he language of the place , 

(d) 1f1O, with what result , 

(e) Was he on tour in the SiroDeba Circle in Ma, 1927 t 

(I) WaR he Ruddenly. eall('d from Sironch8 to relieve the Postmast.er 
of Chanda (Central ProvinccH) , 

(g) Ird he proceed to Chanda in the heat of the summer and fall 
ill' 
(l) Did he expire in that illnelll t 
(i) Ia it a fact that hiK AervicE's in the Department were always 

reported &8 88tlsfactory f 

(j) IR it. a fact that he has left behind him a number of widows in the 
family practically without any ~ l  of maintenanoe , 

(k) Ha!5 his widow applied for !lOme lIOn of gratuity' 
(l) Do Government intend to grant RODle ltid to the bereaved 

family , 

Mr. S. A .... : (IJ), (b) and (c). Yel. 

Cd) His request W8li noted by the Postmaster General. 



UNSTABBED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 3ts53 

(6) No. . .. -.• ~ ..• 

(I) While at Mul in the Chanda District, he was ordered by telegraph 
on the 14th May 1927, to relieve the Postmaster, Chanda, who required 
leave urgently. 

(g) He proceeded to Chanda on the 15th May 1927, and reported 
sick on the 18th May 1927. •  . 

(h) The medical certificate submitted by him showed that he was 
suffering from measles. lie died on the 27th 1\1ay 1927. The actuaJ. cause 
of death hilS not yet been reported to hi!> Divisional Superintendent or the 
Po:-.1mastl:'r General. .. 
(i) Yes. 

(j) III:' lUlN left a widow and four minor children dependent on her. 
She is r£'ported to be in straitened eircumstances. 

(k) Yes. 

(l) The question has already been taken up by the Postmaster General. 

RJ:tk>)IJ(ENDATIONB OP TIlE JOINT P ARLIADNTllY CoJIJIlTTEE ltBGA:aDING TO 
RJEVISJON OF LAND REVENUE AssB88IlBNT IN TBB V ABIOU8 PROVINCES. 

68. Seth Jamne,du : With reference to the recommendations of the 
J omt ParliameDtary Committee appointed in connection with the o~  

ment of India Bill, 1919, stating that the ~of revising the land 
revenue ~ent in the various provinces should be brought under closer 
regulation by Statute 18 BOOn 88 poaaible, will Govemment be pleased to 
atat6 whethel' any pneral or special iDBttU.trtions have been issued by theta 
to the Provincial GoverDblenta to give effect to those reeommendatioDs and 
if 18, will GovernmeBt be pleased to lay on the table a copy of the inStructiOft 
or instructions 10 il81led , 

1Ir . .A. It. Dalal : The recommendations of the Joint Pal'liamentary 
Committee were referred to Local Governments in Mareh 1920, and their 
attention was drawn to the need for early action on the lines indicated 
therein. The Government of India have recently &gain impressed upon 
~o l Governments the importance of introducing legislation at an early 
dute. Thl'Y reltret their inability to lay a copy of the correspondence OD the 
table. 

RECONSTRl'CTION OF THE BRIDOE ON THE GREAT INDIAN PENINSULA RAILWAY 

IN THE DISTRICT OF JUBBULPORE, ETC. 

69. Seth JamD&daa: (a.) With reference to my st.arred question 
No. 448. dated 15th February 1927, will Government be pleased to state 
whether the I't'eonstruction of the bridge on th~ Great Indian Peninsula 
Railway in the district of Jubbulpore (Central Provinces) has been o ~ 

pleted or not , 

(1)) If not. will Government be pleased to state the reasons as to why 
the "ame WitS not completed before the commencement of the ramy season 
liS o i~n  lly 'pro'posed , 

(r) I!"1 it 8 f8('t that in this connection the Deputy Commissioner, 
Narsinjl'hpur. and t.he Central Provinces Government havE' received repre-
f nt. ti~  mm the public to thE' eft'ect. that the necw bridge on thf' Great 
Indian Pf'ninsula Railway Rhould be made 8 ('ombined rail and road bridge' 
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(lI) Will Government be pleased to state whether the ~  of pro-
ndiDg a road bridge over the river has been taken up WIth the Local 
Oovernment and, if 80, with what result , 
(.) Will Government be pleased to state the result of t~ in estig ~on 

regarding the providing of a roadway fO.r wheeled traftlc Ul ~ l l~ tlon 
with the bridge on the Bengal Nagpur RailwaY' under COllStructlon m the 
~ l o e district (Cenu,J. Provmo.) , 

(I) Do Government intend to take steps to coDSt.ruet the new bridge OIl 
the BeDpl Nagpur Railway as a combined rail and road bridge , 

1Ir. A.  A. L. Panou: (d) The answer is in the negative. 

(b) It was not found pOlJllible to complete the work before the river 
ftIM. 

(c) Government have no information. 

(d) No, in view of the fact that the piers and abutments of the waabed 
away bridge were found to be un1lt for repair and use for a road bridge. 

(~  and (/). The girders which are being replaced on the bridge after 
repairs cannot be altered 80 &/>to take also a roadway nor are the piers 
long enough to carry an extra roadway span alongside the railway spans. 

llmmO'l'lOlr III TO RAJLWAY &TB8 ON COAL DE8PATCBEt> nOI( TO CDTlLlL 
honJIOM CoAL1'DWJ8. 

70. Mr. K. O. -8011 : Will Government be pleued to state if in 
recent years reduetiODl were dected in freight on coal despatebed from 
the Central Provinces ooalielda' If 10, will Government ltate when 
were the reduetiolUl effected and the extent of tbereduction granted 
from time to time' 

111'. A. A. L. Panolll: Reductions in railway rates on coal des-
patched from the Central Provinces coalfields have been as follows :-

With etfeet from bt September 1923 an average reduetion of 
approximately 13.5 per cent. 

With effect from 1st April 1926 approximately 10 per cent. 

SBTPTINO OF GO,HUNDO GHAT IN THE DISTRICT OF FARIDPUR IN BENGAL. 

71. ~ B&hadur Tartt BhUAD Boy : Will Government hf.' pleased 
to state: 

(0) How often the Goalundo GhAt in the District of Fnidpur in 
BenJfaJ hM b<'t'n ~hit tl  Flinc(' th(' ~ n  1921 to 1927 , 

(b) What hilS heel! th,. total expense incidental to such shifting of 
the Goalundo GhAt T 

(c) Whether the entiN' cxpenHe has been borne by the E8.Rtern 
Bengal RailWAY 1 

(4) Have the t. G. N. lind Railway ('ompany, Limited, and thl" 
"!?. R.!'T. Cflmplmy, Jiimited, contribnted to fluch expense j 
if 80, In what proportion' 

(e) Is it not. a filet thllt f.h,' .Joint Ri\"er Steam Sen-icefl carry the 
Oa<'CR Aml ChittAvO!11t Mail.; f'l'Om Ooa.hmdo' • 
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111'. A. A. L. PanoDl : The information is being collected and will 
be furnished to the Honourable Member when ready. 

RESTOUTION OJ' GooD II'IIELINGS BETWEBN THE StKHS AND MUHAMMADANS 

IN THB NOaTB-WBBT PaoNTIBB PaoVINCE. 

72. Bat Bahadur Tartt BhUl&1l Boy : (a) 'Will Government be 
pleased to &tate whether it is Ii fact that a large number of Hindu and 
Sikh families comprising abc:mt 300 persons have vacated Landi Kotal 
(Lawerghi) and arrived at Peshawar safely by train on 2nd Aug.ust, 
1927 , 

(11) Is it a fact that the political authority had detained 50 escorts 
for their safe  conduct to Peshawar 88 there was every ~  of these 
persons being looted and plundered on the way from Khyber and Landi 
Kotal , 

(~  Is it a faot that the tl'tbal authorities aeross the border in the 
Agency Area proposed the following terms to Hindus Ilnd Sikhs under 
which they could continue to reside there : 

(1) to wear red turbaos. 
(2) to ride on horses without saddles. 
(3) to vacate the charpoy and ait down on the ground liS a mark in 

respect for the Moslems whene'Ver he should happen to come 
to a Hindu or a Sikh. 

( 4) not to charge interest on loans , 

(d) What step if any do Government propose to take to restore' good 
feeling between the Sikhs and Muhammadans , 

Bh' DenY' Bray : The Honourable Member is referred to the state-
ment I made on the 18th instant, and to my answer to. Pandit Thakur Das 
Bhargava '8 question No. 481. 

UNCOMFORTABLE SBCOND CLASS LOWER BERTHS IN THE EASTERN BENGAL 

RAILWAY. 

73. Rai Bahadur Tarit Bhusan Roy : Will Goyernment be pleased 
to state whether it is a faet that in the new 8econd class compRrtments 
in the Eastern Bengal Railway the lowe)' betihs are llRrrower, and un-
comfortable for slee in~ pourpORes anrl if so what Rtl'PS, if any, will he 
taken to remove this inconvenience ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: No. The lower berths in tht' new second 
class eompartments are of the Name width ItS before, and Government have 
received no complaints that they fire uncomfortable for sleeping purposes. 
If they were widened they would ('ertainly b(& uncomfortable for seating, 
as the room between the seats would be very narrow. • 

REDUOTtoN OF TRIRD CLASS FARES ON THE EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY •. 

74:. Rai Ba.h&dur Tartt BhUl&n Roy : Will Government be pleased 
to Rtate whether the authoritif's of thf' Eltf.\tern Bf'll/tRI i wl ~  intend to 
reduce the fare of third elas!! en~e s who are gene ll~  very poor T 

Mr. A. A. L. Pa.raonl : The Eastern Bengal Raihvay has only ~ te .  
been able to pay its way aga.in, and cannot at preSA."nt afford n reductlOn 01 
hrt's. ' '.' 



KLECTION TO THE P AN&L FOB THE ADVISORY PUBLICITY' 
COMMITTEE. 

Mr. Prelident :  I have to inform the Aasembly that the number of 
candidates nominated .for elect.ion to the panel for t.he Advisory Publicity 
CoDimittee it! ~ l to the. number requil'ed, and therefore I announce that 
the following Members are declared to be, duly elected : 

Raja Ghazanfar Ali Khan. 

Mr. .Abdul Latif Sahib Farookhi. 

Sir Hari Singh Goor. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub. 

Mr. K. C. Roy. 

Mr. Arthur Moore. 

Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim. 

Pandit Thakur DIB Bhargan. 

Mr. A. H. Ghumavi. 

Raj Sahib Harbilas Sarda. 

Dr. A.. Suhrawardy. 

Mim Mohammad SUb NawaL 

Mr. W. M. P. Obulam Xadir K1Wa Dalrbp. 

Mr. hmail X1wl. 

Th. A.a8embly then adjourned for LDDeh till 8 Quarter PUt TWo of 
the Cloek. 

The Arwem'bly re..a88embled after Lunctl at a Quarter Past Two of o,e 
Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 

THE GOLD 8T ANDARD AND RESERVE t ~ OF INDIA BILL. 

TIle Honourable lir Buil Blackett (Financp Mpmher) : Sir, a Hpeecb 
from me on the principles of the Bill is not needed to.da, for the pur-
poReS of the motion which I am making. The prineipltm of the meuUl't' 
havE' heen before th(' country for more than 8 year, and I e l~ at some 
lenll1h with tbe Bill when I moved for its circulation last ,lanuary. What 
tbf> HOllse will want to-day, 1 think, will be !.lome j!luidanee aR tn the 
meaning of tIle modjficationH introduced into the Bill by thf! .Joint Com-
mittee-at any rate ot the more important on~. 

b eertain particular reRpectll the BiJJ now before UH h..... heen pro-
fonne1ly modified trom the Bill which wp before the A8lembly !alit e~h. 
Ntwprthelf'8f11, I think thnt perh8flfl the mOHt remarkahle feature of the Bill, 
8101 now before UH and of the work ot thtl! .Joint Oom1l'littfte, iN tht> extent 
of the gronnd covered by the me8l1nl'e on wbiclt thel'e if! JitUe 6r Jl(l dill-
agreement. The ~f h t unfort11lJatf. puhlieity gi'Ven. tn tftf.! nwl~i t tt  
of th~ .Joint Committee, ",bieh we", lIuppOIKld to be c,Onfldential, hef i ~ 
on OC!c,.mon14 hampering ont' f ~(to  in Committee and polSibly makin« 

(3M6 ) 
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agreement more difficult, hIlS, I think, tended to lea,'e on the general public 
the imprelSl'lion that the chief feature of our discUssions in Committee 
were acute differences of opinion all along the line. This impression 
might at firf;t sight seem to be t'Onfirmtd by" the large number of amend-
ments put dowtt in my 11alne. But on examination the amendments in 
my namc will be found to relate almost entirely to two main issues, and 
I think the strongest impre ..... ion left on thc minds of the Committee-
certuinly on my own-WHS the large t>xtent of agreement obtained. As 
t ~ W('llt (10 and as we oocamc more intimately acquainted with the Bill, 
mol't' Hint UlOl"e we realised that there was practical unanimity QJo; to the 
dEmil'ability in prineiplt' of the e~t( hlish ent of a lWierve Bank in the 
general interests of Indill. We w«.'re agreed 011 the principle. and it was 
very remarkable that on nearly every point of detail, 80 far 8Joi the technical 
portions of the Bill Hre ln (~ l efl  we m,uulgecl )I() to adju:-.1 our vip.mJ, 
o ~ of which at fln.1 Hight Ht'emed to be diametrically opposed, 88 to pro-
duct' A re-draft of the Bill in which, 80 fllr as the technical.clauseR were 
concerned, there was only one spccifie pOint on which tile Government and 
the other sidt" of the House have not been able more or less tp accommodate 
themselvelol to each other '8 view point. That point is really almost more 
a political than a technical point-I refer to the introduction of the con-
eel>fion of a gold !DOhur into the Bill by the majority of the Committee. 
E"en here, though our iff~ enf . e  are vital, I should like to dwell rather 
on the extent to which we have approached towat'ds agreement than on 
thE' differences. It has been frankly ~ i e  by th~ ~ o it  of the 
Joint CominiUee-and I trust tht:! HOaBe will have no ditDculty in enaors-
ing that conclumon-that however strollA' may be the esi~ in Illdia for 
a gold currency, it is not practical politics to C'Otltemplate any ihunediate 
or very early steps being taken to pnt gold coins into e«eeti"" eireulation. 
The majority of the Committee, however, while recognisiD3 this fact, 
have decided to introduce lot.o the Illdian curreo'ey system the conception 
of a full value gold coin. In c)nuRe 18 they have made provision for notes 
to be expreRsed not only in rupel'fl but also in niohllrs. A hundred-rupee 
note, for example, ill to be expre!l8ed 88 one hundred rupees or'five mohurs. 
In clauK(' 48 the Committee hove provided thatl power be giv¢n to tlie 
GonrJ1or Ot>lleral to coin gold rnoburs, thouflh they have bee11 cart"ful 
to make it cll'ar that this power is to he exel'(!ised at the absolute diRCl"e-
tion of the Governor G('n('rlll in Council. In addition, in t)1(' RRme 
elauRA, tb(' Committe<' ~ e provided for esto in~ lfl~ l tender privileges 
to the ~o ( ( i~n  a pro\'hdoll '''hie-h. in the vie,,, of the Government, is not 
only incompatible with the nt'w gold bullion Rtandard but is incidentaHy 
not in eo ~on n e with the propoRal for'R gold mohur. 

Now, I had to make it plain to the Committee and I want. to make it 
plain to the Assembly t.hat the Government believe that it: would be 
entirely impracticable for them to coin Rnd issue gold mohurs for at any 
rate many years to come. The effective circulation of gold mOhlll" or-
of " full value gold coin or of t.he gold sovereign is ~ti el  incompatible 
with the gold bullion standard or IU1Y other standard which India is in 
a position at the present time to adopt. Any attempt. at the present day 
or in thE' immediately foreseeable future to put gold mohurs into circu-
lation would only.lead to a furt·her ~ i le in our currency system. This 
beinR the ease-and it, is recognised t,o be the ease by the majority-the' 
ao,ernment feel that it would be premature and miRleading and in other 



[29rB' A'tm. 1927. 

[Sir Basil Blackett.} 

• respects objectioDable, that the power to coin ,old mohurB should be· cOn-
fernd upon Gonmmeat at present, even though it is purely a discre-
tionary power. It involv81 a prematUl'e deciaion u to any future gold 
80m for India if there is eventually to be one. It must. in the opinion 
of Government, tend to mialead the public if power is taken to coin a 
gold coin which the Government have clearly no intention  of coining for 
the present. It is felt that the inclusion in an Act of the Indian Legis-
lature of authority to coin a gold coin can only lead to attempts being 
made iJl8ide and outside the Legialature to put pre.ure on the Govern· 
ment to take a step which in their view they can only take with di88strous 
conaequeneee to the currency Ifyatem of India. Steps to put a gold coin 
into circulation could only be taken if and when the gold bullion standard 
is diHC8rded in favour of a gold currency standard. The time for doing 
that is not yet come. Such a .tep ought to be taken only as the o t o ~ 

of a definite and considered deeiaion of the Government and the eg~

lature when, and jf the time has come when, it is a matter of practical 
politiCJJ ; aad sueb a step will have to take the fonn of ~i l legislation 
wben the time is ripe. In theee cireumlltancetJ the Goyernment. hold 
Bt1'oDgly that the wise COW'8e ill to follow the advice of the Curren(:y Com· 
miMion to exclude 'auy mareBCe8 to gold ooin from the lim at present 
and to leave ow.r to 80IDle future date, wheR the ilaue 8Dd circulation of 
gold COiD baa beeoJDe a practical o ositi~ the quetltion wheth.,r or 
Bnt a gold eoiIl in circulationahoWd be .letJUilatedfor in India. I have 
put down ameDdmellta on this point to omit all references to gold mohUI'M 
in the Bill, and will leavf' funbar argtnDent upon it till \ve reach the 
elall88tl eoDeel'lleci. 

It will be seen that in regard to the gold mohur the ditferencfI ~. 
tween the Government and the majority of tht' Joint Committt'e, thouprh 
vital, ill really in some respects a qUMioD of convenit'Dee and opportunity 
and expediency. It i, agreed by the majority of the protagonists of the 
mohur that practical action to coin mohun i8 not poaible at the preaent 
time. So, even if a provision were to be included in the i~ the praeti. 
cal posit jon would not be greatly changed. No gold coin would be coined 
or put into circulation ; but the pmlitioD of the Government would be, 
to 88y the least of it, very unsatisfactory. Apart from the question of 
gold mohun, there is hardly a single point in the te('hnical portiODB of 
the Bill on which we in the Joint Committee have notillucbeedt-d in accom-
modating our view pointfJ veTy cloael, in aD amicable manner. There 
baa been give and take OD both sides. I ~ l  recogniHe die extent to 
which eoncel4Hion baH bt-en made by Home ~ho heM " f ~ng "iew on certain 
poinUJ in order to reach ~ ee .nt  and I hope that t.hey too will reCOil-
nise that I, on behalf of Government, have done my beat t.o accommodate 
my view poiDt "hflre r did not n-gard matter" a,. abllolutely vital and 
ateept a deeinion on a point which T flbonM have prefpJ'J'p.d to df'a1 with 
in a rather tli1ff>l"t"nt way. Tb.i14 general df'Flirp fOr hll ( nio ~ Rf'ttlt'mf'nt 
on thp poinb; in di!!pnte iN. t "ay, a happy aUlr\lry fr)l' t ~ work ",hieh 
thi" AMembly iN going to do in the next fort.nijtht. 

Tbp. othprpoint e inin~ nnRMtled i!'l not Ii tPChniC',a1 point At all. 
n hu noretfttion t.o the n~ dnmm\!y fltRndRt'd and )8VM ~ 
the fUNrtioDfi and mpthoda of WO'I'JriDg of th(" ~tw Bank ~ it hl8 



come into existence. It is a di1ferenoo concerning the constitution of 
the Bank and the method of framing the Directorate. There it practical 
unanimity as to what the Betterve Bank is to do. The diffe",DCe of opinion 
ia in regard to the method of constituting the Directorate that is to do 
the work. The proposal of the Currency Commission accepted by the 
Government and incorporated ill the Bill originally introduced in this 
House was that the capital of t.he Sank should be obtained by inviting 
subscriptions from privateshal'Jiliolders, and that apart from the non-
voting Government official who it; to be a member of the Board, t.he 
Soard should consist of 14 Din'ctor!>, of whom five, including the Gover-
nor and the Deputy GO"ernor, will be nominated by Government, and the 
othl'!' nint· l'lected bv the shareholders. The .Joint Committee decided at 
iht'ir first tlleeling that the whole of the cal,ital of the Bank should he 
sub*lribed by tht~ ( o n ~nt of India thus getting rid of the :;hl1re-
holders alt(lllt'till'r, and lun ing got rid of thp shal'eholders, as there were 
no IojlutrdlOldcrs to elcrt th nl(·mbere of th'l Board, HOme ot.her cOlu;ti-
tuclley or eonstituenciet,; had to be fr8.lDt'd. Eventually the majority h ~ 

( t~  the scheme which is now in the Bill Under it, four e t~ s of 
th,· Bnard including tlw Governor and the Deputy Governor are to be 
JlowiDlited b} the Ollvernment. 

Ill'. PreQdent : I do not wish to interrupt the Honourable Member 
iu allY way, but there i~ one difficulty which the Chair feels in cOnnection 
with the speech he ill making. I understand the motion he is making is 
that the Bill. as reported by the Joint Oommittee, be taken into COD-
lJidcfation. 11e is perfectly in order in so far ILS he advances arguments 
in support of t.hat motion. I 8m not 8ul't'---and T am glad the Honourable 
fbI' Law Memuer is htll'e to help Uti in the matter-how far the Honour-

l~ the Finance 'Menlbcr would be in order in advancing argument:s 
againrrt hi, o,,'n motion. 

The BODPurable 8tr Bui1 Blaobtt: I lIee no reason why I should 
not do liIO whrn movinf:" the motion that: the Dill, as report«l by thE' Joint 
h~ t Committee, be tabn into consideration. I accept aU that it has 

f.,"fIt to !l8y on the technical clau!!Cs. T see no reason why we should not 
be wjSt'r frotH thl' recorum(lntiations of the Joint Committee and amend the 
clall!l;t's rui!iil1g th~ constitution of the Bank in a way which I have indi-
catc·d. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Me,mber is perfectly right in Raying 
Olaf the I10Utie ifol entitled tll go outside tho} recommendations of the Joint 
Committee and i l~ upon those recommendation&, but whether the 
1I0)10llfable Member himae1f would be justified, after making the motion 
that th(· Bill, aM e o t~  by the Joint Committee. be taken into considella-
tioD, in ad\'a.ncing arguments against his own motion is not a question 
free from doubt. That is tho difficulty which tht Chair feels and on which 
the Honourable the LA"" ~ oo  will he good r.t.ougb to enlighten u);. 

The JroDourable Mr .•. B. Du (Law Member) : Sir, I regret that 
this matt.er should bf'! put t(l me without previous notie,e., .because I have 
not had time to consider it. But t mOllld ha,'e thought that the motion 
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that the Bill, BII;rcllo!1ed by the Joint Committee, be taken into conaidera· 
tion is a formal 'nlotion prJ the pr.rt of O(wt>rDruent who aloDt' can 'make 
tbat motion. hav_ rt'gard to 1 he faot that the Bill is introduced by the 
Government Member. I shollld think, Sir, that there woulrl be nothing 
objectionable iu the Government moving amendments to the Bill and 
in suggesting for the consideration of the House the amendments that 
the GovernmeDt propose to move. TJaat iI how .. strikes me. The ques-
tion has come to me rather as a rrurpriae. 

Mr. Presidem : If the \'iew advan('-ed by the Honourable the Law 
Member is carried to it!! logi<-al cont'lufUon, the Honollrablf' the Leader 
of the Honse cftn make K motjoR that the BiU, as reported by the Joint 
Committee. be takt'll into ('ollsicleration and ~ ~t make a 8Jleee.h "liking 
the House to oppose it fin.l throw it onto That would be the logical 
result. 

The Honourable air ,Bun Blaoken : I submit, Sir, that tbt!re are 
many precedentlS for a thing Ukf' th ~ in thi" House for "peecbel! by 
Members of Om"ernment on bringing baok a Bill from ft Select Com-
mittee or a .Joint o ittt~e in which tht~  hR'\"e differed propol4ing to 
make amendmentR In thf' Bill. I Hubmit, 8ir, that I am not the mouth-
piece of tbe Joint. ~ ttee. 1 was just one m('D)ber of it-I was not 
enn the Chairwan-and that 1 am ill order in speaking on this motion 
in the scnse that, while I am in agreement with a large portion of the 
Joint Committee', Report, and am deairolM that this HoWK! should take 
it into consideration, 1 hope when thill House dOOM t ~ it into OOD· 
aider.tion, it will make certain amendments. 

Mr. .PreIi4em : It is a very if ~l t question indeed. Per.on.,uy 
I am not satisfied that the nonourable the 1.4t"uc.1er of the llQUJe i. really 
in order in ad"IIDcjng arguments Itgain!4t hi~ own motion. The more 
proper course \vould bay!! hc"n for any onc' mt'mbc'r of the 1Q8jorjty of 
the Committee to l (~ 8 lJIotion that the niH 11M umend",d by the .Joint 
Committee be til ken in.to COllllidtratioD, and then tor the HODontabh· tbe 
Leader of the H(tu8e to mo\·t hi" ftm"nchnt'nts 112l1int-lt the reconlmenda-
tioM of the .Joint o ittt~f . .If tbi,. cour,,£, iN Dot permiMMible under 
the Standing Orders, the Lto,uler of the H<tllMe Hbould bnt' moved that 
the Bill, 88 reportNi, he recommitted t.o. tbe Joint Committep or recircu-
lated for opinion. 

The HonourabJe lir Bun Blackett: Sir, 1 will take a1vantagt' of 
your roling, and I rropmw! t ~f t tilll e. I would, howe ~ . with rt'Hpect 
'submit thllt the motion to tah' thr' R('p()rt rtf tlll' .Joinf Committee into 
conRideration is not II mnti(m ~ ll tinlt tht· Houfolt' tll take into con-
'Sideration and pad the Bill a,. reported. Thtre art at any rate maDY 
preced.entA for the cotJr'«' which l 8m M\V adopting. 

1Ir. Pzwt4ent :1 wou.d ~low the Honourable the Leader of the 
Hou8eto o e~  with his arrunleuts wit bout cU1IUJlitting myself to lIby 
ruHng: Thil:i should not form Ii precedent ; th(, Chair allow", this pro-
«.:,rdure, II a Hpecial case. It is really a quest jon ,whet.h.er a member ill in 
order ~. makiD' a apeeeh .,ainAt his. own motion. 

!'III KOD01Itabl. Sll' l.~  I am not advaacilll anyaqu-
mentlt apintrl mY 'Own motion, 'Sil'o . ' .. ,' .... 
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Mr. Prelident : The Chair has its own view about the .RollOurable 

Member's IJpeech. .  , ' 

Mr. E. O .• 1011 (Dacca Division: Non·Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, 
may I draw your attention to Standing Order 44 which deals with 
the procedure after presentation of the Report of the Select Committee. 
Clause 1 says: 

•• After the pretentatioD of the final Report of a 8eleet OoJlllDittee 011. a Bill, 
tbe member in charge may move that the BjU a8 reported by t~ ije1eet Committee be 
takea into eoualderation, I  , 

and 80 on. Then clause (b) says that he may further move-

t I that the Bill as reported by the 8eleet Committee be recommitted e~t e

(,) ,,1thout limitation, or 

(ii) with reepect to particular elalUle8 or amendment. only, or 

( Mi,) with inltruction8 to the &1foet Couunlttee to make aome partieular or 
additional pHvilioll ill the Bill; 

or (r) that the Bill as reported by the Select Committee be reeireulated for the 
purpoet' ~f obtaining further opinion thereon." 

1 think. Sir, on a reading of this Standing: Order, it is not quite clear that 
the Member in aha1'ge who alone h88 the right to move that the Bill as ra.; 
ported by the Joint CommittE'le be taken into cOllHideration, necessarily 
commits himself to that partieular Report. 

'file Bonoun.bleBir Buil Blackett: Sir, I will now proceed with 
the motion that the Joint Committee'8 Report be taken into considera-
tion. The Joint Committee by a majority recommended a Directorate OIl 
the following lines. "members of the Board to be nominated by the 
O()vernment, including the Governor and the Deputy Governor ; 3 
( le t~  by the elee1et' memhers of the Central Legislature, 3 elected by 
t.he elected Members of the Provineial Legislatures, two each elected by 
ILl' l"ederation o[ the Indian Chamber of Commerce and the Associatt·d 
"harnbel'fo! of Commerce, and one by the Provincial Co-operative Banks. 
Wlwn the original decil4ion waH taken in the Joint Committee against the 
pruposal ttl ha.ve a shareholden' bank, it seemed to me at first that the 
meaning of the vote ~ that' tht' HOKl'd of th" Bank should be under the 
control of the Hovprnment lind of t.he IJl"gislature. Thifl is what I under-
stood it mt'ant by a State Hllnle, and it still seems to me to be the natural 
meaning of It State Hank. It is indeed difficult. to Met' how the Board of 
a Bank, the whole of whose capital is suhscribed by the GQvernment, ca.n 
be m!1de entirely il!de)>eudent of It. ~t proved, howe ~  t,hat thi!l was not 
the VJew of thl' maJorIty. Tho Commlttee agreed that It was fundamental 
to the idea of a RCHer"e Bank that it IIhould be completely indePfndent of the 
Government aDd the Leplature, free t.o conc;luct the business of t.he Bank 
on lineB of prudent ftnanee and inaeeotdance with the directions of the 
Statute Imder which it came into being. without being subject to any, 
direct or indirect political i~ fen e. The question of share capital 'in 
th(,Re i~ t. ll e  'beeame largely 8 qUtlstion of convenience and 
~ e ien . 'Whether ,there is share capital Gr not, the Bank 'is not to 
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'be. State Bank in the 8eD8e of being uDder the control of the State. 
It was, however, felt by the majority of the Committee that with share-
holders the Dinctorate might poNBibly faU under the control of vested 
~te ests ud I do not t ~ 1 should be doing the majority an injustice 
if I say that what they particularly feared was that the Directorate might be 
non-Indian in outlook or might even havt' an anti-Indian bias. I do not, 
and did not, think that these f( ~ were jm;tified, but though the Govern-
ment still ff'lt and feel that the original plan for a shareholder»' bank is 
the wisest, I endeavoured to co-operate "'jth the Committee in framing a 
Bank without share capitul that would I:!urruount the many andvltl'ioUB 
difficulties which such an attempt involved'. I do Dot want at this 8tage to 
enter into the details of the varioU8 possible alternatives and the particular 
difficulties attaching to each of them. In the end we failed ttl come to 
any agreement. I do not think that ~ should lw much blamed for this. 
The negative result of the dittCussion goes to ~how that the task of frarn-
ing a suitable plan and securing a suitable Directorate that will work 
efticiently--and remember it will have enormously responsible func-
tion~ n  will be completely independent of the State, is extraordinarily 
difficult unless you adopt the device of shareholders. It is a device well 
understood the world over that has been almost univeraally adopted in 
those countries who have Ket themselves the task of establishing an 
independent central bank and blUl proved its value by the test of expe-
l'ience. It has the merit of makin" the members of the Board respon-
sible for money whicb they themselves have contributed out of their 
own pockets aDd responsible to s.Weholdera to whom tile), are 80000t-
able tor the money which they have contributed out of their pockets and 
not merely rejponsible to their ow. OOD&CieDees. It has tbe further merit 
of providing a ready-made constitUeDcy for the selection of. l't'prettenta-
tive DirE!(ltorate. On the other hand. tae HCheme now framed in tbt> Bill 
is in the "iew of the Government very, far from securing full indept"d-
ence of the Bank. It int (~. other thiJR«f.I, ~ h .aM politic" int(l the 
question of the IIeleetion of a busineSl board in a way that in the view of 
the Government can only mean bad buine88 and bad politic.. It leaves 
the Board iiI the air, theol f ti ~  rf!spon,,"ble to no orw, und for that 
reason and for the reason tbat the State will find the whole capital, is 
likely in the end to become subservient to the Government and the LegiH-
18ture; and incidentally it involves a serious departure from the 
Htraight conHtitutional path in propOfiling to UMe memben of tbe CeDtral 
and Provincial Legislatures for ~ entirely foreign to thOle for 
which they were elected. I am inclilled to think tbat the proPOKe1'8 of 
the tl h(~ e are theDUlelves not entirely satisfieci with it and Bre oon-
SelOUH of it" drawbacks, and it iff uUlinly beclluJIe of our difficulty in find-
ing any really satisfactory Holution t.hat thf>Y fell back on this particular 
one. It may be .. ked, wby th~ doe. the Government not continue to 
join them in finding a via mMia' Why does it go back to the share-
holder.' pl"n' My &1Iewer iI two-l.1d. In.the arst plaoe, as the ae1iae 
i. aware, the Government Iaa"e been eo.tinuilli the learoh for an agreed 
solution that would eliminateshafthol4enprovided taatthey could be 
lure that that aolution would embraae a INtitl .... t ·of other· disputed 
pointe, and, Ul]>.rtiBular, would lead to the framilll' of a Direetorate ftdt-
able aDd repretleDtative but aot in.DY way depeadentfor itleJeoterat.e 
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upon the Le1l'ililatures, Central or Provincial. The second part of my 
answer is that the Government believe that the proposal they have noW 
put before the House is really a via media. It is entirely different from 
the Qriginal plan contained in the original Bill, in almost every par-
ticular except in the particular of share capital. We have, considered 
sympathetically the various objections put forward in the Joint CO,m-
mittee and in the Press. We had and have no desire to run any risk of 
the Directorate being suc,h as to be potentially non-Indian in o~tloo  or 
to fan to t;ecure the full confidence of the Indian people. I do not 
think our original plan im'olv('d any such risk, but if it is thought to be 
open to liuch objections we are anxiou!;-indeed determined-to do our 
beRt to amend it in such a way as to make assurance doubly sure. I 
tbink really all want the same thing. We want a Board of capable and 
busilletSHlike'men, of wise and mature outlook, fully conscious of their 
immense responsibilities, a Board with full and sympathetic understand-
inc of Indian requirements and widely reprel4entative of India as a whole, 
a Boftrd which will devote its('1£ wholeheartedly and in singlemindedness 
to the bU!jineR8 of making a success of the control of currency and 
credit in the interests of India. a Board which will be Indian in outlook 
and largely Indian in composition i how can such a Board be framed' 
The Government have taken note of the views expressed in the Joint 
Conmlittec and they hay<, deeply pondered oyer them. The plan framed 
by the Committee will not do. The Government art' not prepared to 
aC(lept it. In their opinion, it would be preferable to 10l;e the Bill 
altogetber ratber than to accept that proposal as it stands. But the 
work of the Joint Committee will not be lost. The discussions in the' 
Committee have been Vf!ry fruitful in suggesting lines of thought and 
point" of approach. The Committee were prevented by their original 
deeision from going back 011 the qUeKtion of having share capital. But 
qin(',e the Committee's '\'IVork terminated, it has seemed to me it was just 
this c1iftimdty which prevented the Committt"e from finding an agreed 
solution. In the abs-ence of shar<,holders His very difficult to frame a 
cODstituency \Vide enough to secnre reprt>sent.ation of the whole of Illdia, 
We do notwallt them at all to rerresent narrow or sectional intert'sts. 
The Board cannot be anRwerable to the Government, and in"the absence 
of sJul1'eholderA there is no ont~ to ,jog t hI' COmS\!il'IlCe of the Board when 
it become" too easy going. Why not comhine the original plan of share 
caJ.oitftl with all that is llt'st in tll(' Yariol1s nlternativeij t This is what 
the ~ n ent hne tri!'d to do in the platl that is now put before the 
House. 1 am lt on~l~  tempted to think that, if on the Committee the 
mlljol'itv had e~t  willing or able to go back to the starting point, they 
would hn\'e come to an agreement on fl ~  much the sort of plan that 
tlle Government now pnt before the House. ~ i st of all, as to the 
Indian character of the Directorate. The Government nrc in full agree-
ment with the majority that it is de!!irahle that the Board should be 
predominantly Indian, while not excluding the opportunity for that co-
op('ration of European business experience with IndianA which I regard 
ItS t'filol('ntial to the rapid and favourable development of Indian business 
&lid in partioularludian banking. The Government proposals ell3ure 
this relluit. We have dropped the proposal that some preference in the 
allntment of the orillinal shares should be given to tht> shareholders of 
the 1MIlM'iAl Bank. Illstead we o o~ to reduce the nominal value of 
'welt share from RII. 50Cho R., 100, and to ~ provision that efe en~ 
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ill allotment shall he given to the shareholder domiciled or or(linarily 
resident in India. We further propose to fix the dividend at 6 per I:('ut. 
emnnlative ilUltead of the original maximum of 8 per cent., a gilt-
edged invel!tment ofi't'ring 0 .... IW!' (~ent. IIUU offereu in Khllres of Rli. lOa 
each at par will be attractive to th(· small sharrbolder and within 
the reach of a very lar,e number of small shareboWerll,. and we shall 
thus ensure that the s l t l~ti of the Bank will he widt.'ly diHtributcd and 
predominantly in Indian hanus. The strict limitatioll of the voting 
power of large shareholders will prevent the Hank from f llil~g into the 
hands of the capitalist. In the matter of the constitution of the 
Directorate we han' al:;o tnken most of the ideal; that were put forward 
U:a the Joint Committee and incorporated theHe ill the Go.vernmeut'H new 
proposal. We propose that instead of 9 shareholder Directora; being 
D(tl"linated by the Government for the first. Board, 5 only should be 
DOIlunated and 2 should be allotted to the Federation of the-Indian 
Charubers and to the A880ciated Chambers, t.hereby meeting one of the 
objection .. which were raised that the Government would be entirel,. 
z:elfl'0naible for the firHt Board. We propose that there should be 3 
DttectoJ'S nominated by the Government as before in order that the Gov-
ernmeut may be free to secure adequate repreHentation for any of tb.e 
eomnltUlities or localities orinterellhi that might otherwise have been 
under-reprt'8ented or not reprcHented. Thill is the »olution that the 
Government have put on the paper for the conHideration of the 
Assembly. I very much hope that thf'lIouse will accept this new plan in 
the spirit in which we put it forward, not as a mere compromise framed 
With a view to conciliate as many as pollAible of the opposite view poin18, 
but as a new plan containing all that Waf! best in the alternatives 
hitherto considered and overcoming most of their difficulties. By doing 
JO we shall be followiug up the good work of the J'oiDt Committee by 
Al"riving at an agreement on this one big outstanding point...OoyeJ'n-
ment are very anxious that we should, if pos&ible, pUll this Bill through 
tbitl HOU8e not by .a narrow majority in a heated atmosphere,. bat with a 
CODIJiderable amount 01 good.will all round. In the intereaUi of the 
future of the Bank and of the work that it will be able to ~o fC1r India, 
it ill most desirable that it should not come into being in an ~o e e 

of ,-iolent conflict. It ill for this reason that the Government, even at 
the eleventh hour, have been making a further attempt to see whether 
.mne plan other thaD the one which I have now indieated can be framed 
which while it will not, I am afraid, POMeR all the virtues of the share-
holder plan, will be acceptable to a larger body (If opinion than p08Kihly 
might otherwise be the case. We are very an.sious that th-ere should be 
a fJettlement on reasonable and amicable groundg that wUi not lead to 
thiM Bill being discu88ed continually in an atmotolphere of conflict. The 
GOl'erument belie"e that the shareholders plan is far more ""tistactory 
than any which has yet been before them and they have other reasons 
Ip,-preferring it, namely. that the plan is one which would he under-
stood in the reAt of the world, anll the re8t of the world will feel that 
in dealing with the ReHerve Bank of India, it iK dealing with something 
which it can underhtand Bnd whose constitution it, can appreciate. 
Before .ittintt (lown I wiJ,h to Kum up the general situation as l seo 

it. We are dealing with a Bill.hieb I have veJItuN'ld to describe ... one 
of tke Il'eateat meafUrea of ftupcial libmlliol ~e  broQtrht lorward 
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by the Government of India. The subject-matter of,t·be Bill istoohnical, 
but even those who are not currency experts can appreciate the broad 
i'catureH of the measure. It transfers the control over Indian currency 
arlll monetary policy from governmental to non-governmental hands, 
from the Government of India and the Secretary of State to a non-official 
Indian bUl;illCKH iTUItitulioll, entirely independent of th~ State, Indian 
d{lmicilcd and Indian in character, which will work in India, for India, 
along Indian lines. and it erefltes a Bank which will unify the coutrol of 
currency and credit in India and provide the framework for t.he growth 
of a great co-ordinated banking system in India, an entire revolut.ion in 
the financial machinery of India. We are fortunate in that the labours 
of the Royal Commi'i."Iion and of the Joint Committee have produced for 
our benefit a measure in whi~h almost. all the main technical points have 
bt'tll flettled in a spirit of amity and compromise, it being I'ecognised on 
uU hands that the Bill must not be lost for want of a spirit of agreement 
on any pointH which are not vital. I hope the Assembly will agree tea 
aeccpt the settlement on all the t~ hni l points without making much 
modification. This leaves us only ,two points outstanding with which 
I have been dealing to-day, the question of the gold mohur and the que. 
tion of the cOWJtitotion of the Bank, the Directorate. On the first point 
I IUIk the Assembly to recognise that the difference of opinion is one 
which can best be settled by postponing. No immediate practical change 
iN K('curecl by including the gold mohnr in the Bill. Whether the mohUl' 
appl'ars in the Bm or not, any early coining and issue of gold coins is 
impracticable. Nothing will in fact be lost by leaving it out of the Bill 
'fhe time to come to a decision on it will surely be when it has ceased to 
be a hypothetical, almost mystical, problem and has become a practical 
problem for immediate action. On thE' second point I hope the Heuse 
will beware of being misled by labels. We are, I undetstand, divided. 
into State bankers and shareholders banllers. I submit that we shou1cl 
be careful of our definitions. I have often heard the Bank of England 
deacribed as a State Bank. It is a State Bank in the sense that it doe. 
Government businesll and controls \'unency. But it has shareholders 
and is entirely independent of the Government. If by a State Bank, 
however, is meant a bank whi('h iR undt!r the control of the Government 
and aDRwerable to t.he Gov('rnment, then it is agreed among us all that 
we do not. want a State Bank. The difference between a State Bank 
and a Sh.reholders' Bank is 8Il unreal one. Whether there &1'0 
shareholders or not this bank is not to be a State Bank. It will 
not. be directly or indirectly responsible to the State. It is com-
mon ground between UR that it must lle independent of the. State. It is 
alMo common ground betwe.en us that it must be Indian in h t~l  aDd 
Indian in outlook. Whnt then iii the meaning of this aehte contro-
veray' If the difference of opinion is on the question whether tha 
Lf'gislatores fire to elect members of  the Board. then I agree that the 
dirCerence ill real and irreconcilable. But I do Dot believe that this is the 
real hu.me, And if it is, I 11m eon"inted that .~iness opinion in India 
generally does not ~ l ( t th(' view that tilt' IJcgislfltnre should have any· 
thing to do with electing members to the ROfll'd of the Bank. In my 
view, the sole question really at iRSue is how best to Re4Ure both now and 
for the future a suitable Board for the Bank. The question of sharc-
holders or no shareholders is mainly a question of means to an end. The 

a2 
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view of tbe Government is that the dey;c" of shareholderM ilol the one 
best ealcnlated to secure tbe best and most representative Board. 
They have modified their original plan in order to meet the criticisDUI 
levelled against them, and they now lIPt before the Assembly a t!i,a m.edia 
which they thiftk ought to result in meeting aU the essential data of 
the opposition. The detailed disculIRion on these questions mURt be left 
till we come to the clauses of the Bill. If we m1l8t differ on these quell-
tion8, we mUlJt, and we must reeogniRt' that our ditft'reneell are likely to 
lead to tht' 1088 flf the Bill altogethpr. I believe it to be a meaqre of 
very great valne to India and for that reason and because of the keen 
iDtereat that I have taken in the framing of the measure over many 
yean it would be a great li loint ~nt to me personally if the Bill 
Wl're to filii to reach the Statute-book. I ha\'e gh'en of my betit and 
it is natural that I should feel Kome pleasurable anticipation 8f seeing 
the .reward of all tht' skilled labour that I and others have put into this 
work of art in its completion. I have a feelillJ of pride in the model 
which has beeD created. But I would a thouand times rather retain 
that model in all its pristine beauty and retain unsullied the vision, 
though unfulfilled, of the edifice to be built after that model than agree 
to take part in the erection of a monstrosity. a bastard and e o ~  

earieature of the model in which I took dE'light. After all the model 
will remain unsuIlit'd for me though the vision might. recede ioto the 
hr distant future, and th(> responsibility for the failure to realiKe that 
riaion iu eonerete form will reRt with the Assembly. The Government 
have gone to the limit of concesaion. If they are not met in a correspond-ill, spirit the responsibility for doing a great diH8ef\'ice to India will 
fairly and squarely fall on til(' fihouldel'8 of the opVC*ition and the world 
wbieh, as I said, Va taking a considerable interest in what is goinll on 
ill this matter in Inctia will eo., to the conclwt.ion, perhapl not unjnlltly, 
'hat Dot only is the propoaal to hand over the eontrol of Indian curreney 
aad finance intf) the hands of an Indian institution premature aDd 
hazardous, 8f! many erit;cs are uying, but also that the people of .India 
do not want. it. But liIul"lIly tbiR \yill be a wrong conclWfion. We nro 
1Ul8nimou8 in desiring Il R(O .. fve Bank. Are we going to throw 8wa)" 
our opportunity, perhaps for decatIts, for want of agreement as to 
details. Let 1111 be quite lUre before we make up our minds that the 
quarrel is really about vital matt erN. While We are still at the stage 
of the genenI eonaidention of the C6mmittee's Report, let 08 make 
up our minds that for the salce of aDY points that Bre not ab801uteJy 
rital v .. e are not lo'ing to leave our eurrency system in an UJllfettled 
-'te, we are not ,oing to risk 10ling for India all the expert labC)ur, 
all the hard work of the Currenc)" Commieaion and the Joint Committee 
ad .u the day •. aDd months and years of toil that have beeD put into 
lraaaiDt this meuure, but that we arc gain« to do all that in UJI lies to 

e~t  when we have finished, we shall have put safely on the 
Statute-book a Bill whioh will be a landmark not only in the iiJ14nciel 
but al80 in the politica! and constitutional history of the Indian Empire. 
Sir, I move. 
~t lladan MohaD IIalavi1& (Allahabad and. .Jhansi DivWons : 

8 r If NOD·!luha1UlDadan Rural) :  I rifle to IUpport tho 
.  . Report of the Select Committee before this.HOUIe. 

It is All unlonDate circumttanoe that thi.. taAII: should fall upon me, but 

• 8peeda DOt coneeted by the a.oarable Mtmber; 
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in the circumltaDces of the case it is inevitable. It was thought that when 
th~ o e ~e t .got the AsHembly and the Council of State to appoint Il 

~t Committee of the two HOU8e8 consiiting of 30 members, the eeision.~ 
It!T'lVed at by that Committee would be aceeptable to the Govern· 
ment. ~ e have found to our regret that  that is not so. Matten which 
wcre declded after long and anxioWl consideration by the Joint Commit· 
tet' and. by a sublltantial majority of votes ha"e been cast aside by the 
(lovel'll.lllent 80 far 88 they are concerned, and we h ~ heard from the 
IIonourable the ~ in n e Member that t.he Government· are 'not prepared to 
~ . i e t the recommendaHons of the majority of the Committee. This, Sir, 
JI unfortunate. But, however, we are face to face now with the situation. 
The Honourable the Finanee Member Sflreed to the appointment of 
fhi~ Joint Committee. He ap:reed that the matter should be inve&tigated 
by the membel'li of the Committee. We discuued it and arrived at con-
(')"'f:iionH. If the Government were dt'termined and had decided in the 
l~ t of the wisdom of the Honourahle the Finance Member and thoSe 
who advised him that a share capital hank was the only bank to which 
thcy would g~  I submit it was not fair to the Members of the Council 
of Stllte and of this Assembly to uk them to spend tbeir time on the Joint 
Cronmittee. The Government should have told WI when the Bill 
was introdlleed in this House, as the Honourable the Finance Member has 
ntlw told us, that thflY were adlUDanton the question of a share capital 
bank. They did not do so. We arrived at a eonclusion after diseussing 
the matter and I 8ubmit,.the Government were bound in honour and 'in 
!aimt'JIS to accept the decislOn of the majority of the .Toint Committee and 
not to quest.ion it. The Honourable the Finance Member has told the 
Honse his reasons for efe in~ a Rhare capital hank. His main reaaon, 
8S he has told us, is that this is It big scheme which h(' has put forward . 
.. \lIe.ra of the systematic financial administration of the country is going 
to be usbered in and th('refore the Government ar(' anxious tbat the 
])ireetorate of the Bank should be It satisfactory one, and he cannot 11nil 
allY Dir('ctorate morf' satisfactory thaD a Dirertorate appointed by share-
llOJders. It iH on I\' because he wants t.he shareholders to giw us /I gooa 
Diru·torflff', {HI ht" (.onsidl'N; it. that he stick!,; to thl' idea of It share capital 
hank. Now, Sir. I suhmit 1hat there we do not Itg-rt'e with the Honour· 
ahle the Finance Member. There are nume.rous joint "took companies ano 
eonpern". and 1 think thf're are at this moment in t i~ Assembly man!t 
i lin~ ishf  members of banking corporations and companies whp eaJl 
tt'.<.t .fy Halt, un]('ss "I011H' shAreholder hegin~ to be is hi~ ons or hold'i 
Ktl'\wgly to some idea, the H\'('rage shareholdpr cares ~l~t litt.le ~ ho ~he 
jlt'rH(IDf; elel'ted to tbl' Directorate are or how the administratIOn l~ l ~ 
on 80 long AK he get)oi his dividendi fairly rt'!l:ularly. .And 1 l>Ubmlt, 
Sir, t.hRt thnti~ not. asnfficient justification for Asking us to aceept !,he 
propOMlI of a, .. hare capital bank i~~te  of u Stllte ~ . TIl(> qUI.'.,uon 
of " State bank is not a !'('('('nt creation. For a lon~ t lDlP. past tht' ('TQ"er!l-
lJl\'l1! }uI\'e had.hill question hefore th('m off and on. Wh':!n the . ~e ln 
Committ('{' e o t(~  in 1913 they. advornted thH on~l e tton . of 
the Iluf'stion of R State bank. In R mIDute append{'d to the scheme which 
Mr. K<'ynes prl'flllred he spoke throughout of a St$lte bank. . And this 
CommiAAioD. with whOf'ol(, report we are con('cl'nf'd now. also cans:dered the 
qtll'lIl ion of a Stnte bl\nk. ThE:'re wert' two mattE:'rs present. befo.re the 
Inmnbl'l'8 of the Committ('f'. One was that tbere .was alreadY.111 ~ t lt~ee 
8 Rhnre capital bank in thl' shaw' of the ImperIa) Bank of Indle Which 
WaR "'Jpported'largely by Government baloDct'lI. and tht'N ,.... .'" atroD, 
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body ot opinion t.hat this Imperial Bank of India should be enlarged ~  
exltaJlded into the State bank. It W88 urged that the GOl'ernmt'nt of India 
had h ... lped the Imperial Bank of India with enormoWi balances 811£1 had 
('nllbled them to declare very handltOme dividends fClr as long a time 83 
pO$llib!t. and it was said that the Imperial B.nk of India, haviD.Jl been 
grcntly brought. under the Olleration of the Imperial Bank of India ~ t. 
19'.lO, ond the Goyemment hiving a control over it through tbe nomIna.; 
tron (\f the Governors by the Oo,'ernor General in Council, the next litep 
WIlI4 10 expand thf Imperial Bank of India into 8 Htate bank ; that the 
flhurclMlders might be bought out, and there might be one State bank that 
would )'eCeh'e the lIUpport of the Government. Our Honourable friend, 
Sir l ~hot  Thakurdas. WhOHe labou1'll on the n.oyal Commimlion wo 
have more than onct' gratefully acknowledged, Haid at page 119 of hill 
minute: 

II The DIl1iD questiou to be determined in re·prd to the authority to wbi('h .hun 
be! tllltnutoo the workillg ot the Indian curreJlt',. syltem i. whether, .. reeom· 
meuded by my eoUeaguea, tho Dew Bank ahould be ItUrW to esereiae the t.unc:tiou of a 
('PIltral bonk or "'hetber tbt· Imperial Bank ot India, "bieb now perform. aDDU) ot tbo 
tuurtiolll ot • ceJltral bank, "howd be develollf'd into tbe Central Bank of lndiu. 
The Ant Ic:beme would inol.e the esisteaee of t"o banks workiDg aide by lidtJ. 

eaeb IUPported, wboUy or hI part. by the Iller of tho Government balaaee1. l iw~ 

tuDy .ppredatm, the '-IOBI wbieb have illdueed my eolleapea to propoee the ereaUn" 
.f a nt'w \'cntll'l oonk, :tIl'l I't'l'o,mdng that this iIIlwrhapa tbe ideallyatem in tbe IPtleiliI 
euaditlaDil of lI"liu, 1 am of apwon that the 4luda in vie". far al far ahead .. "'"' 
eaD 1M, win be better ltlned by deveJoptll' the IlDperial Bank of 1:1I1ia iDto a tun· 
'edged 1'4'lDtral baH." " 

No1V, Sir, this was from Sir Pursbotamdas Tbakurd88. Other critics ·)f 
tbil! proposal have strongly supported the same idea that the Imperial Bank 
""ould be developed into the State bank. Among the many wbo have 
written on the subject I would refer to only one, Mr. B. F. Madon, who too 
has rendered very great sen,jces to the motherland in the di8CuMions on 
the 1 •. 4d. or 11. 6d. ratio and on this question of the Resen'c Bank. lie 
too orred the same. 

Now, Sir. when the Commi.ion decided that the bank: ahould be & 
Dew bank and when the Joint CoiDJDittee met in Bombay to eOll8ider 
"hether we .houJd support the idea of a DeW bank beiDI ereated, or whether 
we Mould .apport the idea ot the lmperial Bank being enlarpd, UlaD)' of 
- felt that we should minimise the point. of difference between the Oovem-
JDeDt and ourwelveB, and for that reuon we aareed to drop the idea ot 
tJfleUMiug the quelltioll of the Imperial Bank of India beiDl espanded 
into the Re8erve Bank and agreed to aecept the propoul of the CommiMion 
that a new bank IIhould be created to be called the Reserve Bank. I HUbmit, 
Sir, that tbat wall 8 concetl8ion to the opinion of the Government and the 
CommiMion on that point, in the e.i~ that the points of diterence between 
them and u311hoald be minimised. We regret, however that the 
attitude that we took up hall Dot been appreciated. The ques'tion now la, 
what is the better ('oul'8e for the AMllembly to recommend and adopt' 
Thf' Honoarable the Finance Member saYN, " a share capital hank is 
hetter.'· I Rubmit. Sir. it iH not. Will tll(' Honourahle the Financ!' l\[em-
ber or ll~ one . ( l n~ on IdH ~ teU mC' if fh(~ e 1M any other (ln f ~ ill 
t~ ~ world whf ~t t (l (/owrnment of .the country rmpports t.w( l .l ~ hy its 
lOall8 and by iti! cuh tesource8 and by giving them all the adl'ant.f!l in the 
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manner in which the Imperial Bank of India imd now the Reserve Bank 
.are to receive support now f I yubmit, Sir, that there should be so much 
anxiety shown to have Ii share capital bank shows. that the Goyernment 
haYe not realiared the pOHition of those who have supported the idea of a 
State bank. Why do you want the share capital f The Honourable the 
Finance Member 88yS. ., Not ,for the money, but ~ se the shareholden 
will bring pre88ure to bear upon t.he Director whom they will elect to act 
correctly according to his conscience and not sacrifice his inte e~t.  Now, 
Sir, there will be, according to the proposal of the ~ in n e Member, shares 
of Rs. 100 each for a capital of Rs. ;) crores. That means 5 lakh.'l of shares. 
Are t11cl:I{' shares going to be held by individuals Y Is there to be a limita· 
tion that none should hold more than one 8hare, as my Honourable friend 
Mr. Joshi suggested' fs it going to be laid down that any banker might 
purchase shares of B.s. 1 crore-a lakh of fihareR f I heard this morning 
that there is one gentlenlsn in Simla to-day who offers to purc.base shares 
worth a crore of rupees, that. is a lakh of shares, if the ahare capital bank 
1l0lDllS into exiytence. Art' these people going to he allowed, a few of them; 
to purchase Rhares and to boss over the bank' Or is there to be a limitatioa 
.of one share each or of 10 shares each' I take it that the Government 
will not easily agree to one banker purehasing shares to the extent of a 
lakh of shares. But I wish to know, Sir, even if the shares are limited 
10 one share each. doos anybody seriously think that these shareholders, 
fieaUf'red over all ll t~ of th .. country, not having ln thin~ to bring them 
together and to educ8tt' them on theMe questions, not having the gU:lrantee 
that &8 individuals they will have the outlook that is needed in the manage-
ment. of the concern of a State bank, that these men will be able to work 
to(tether and put on the directorate of the bank men in whom this A!l8embly 
-can {!onfhle' I Hubmit not. Experience has shown that the shareholdel1l 
do not. take "ery much intereRt in the election of the Directot'S. On the 
other hand, what if! the loss that the country has HuWered by the share 
capital bank' If a share capital bank comes into existence. one gentleman, 
as I have said, to-day want.'! to purcbaae shares to the extent of a crore of 
rupees, one-fifth of the total sbares. I am certain that he is only one of 
the maDy who wish to do 80. There are otherR who would be willing to 
tlubseribe a croN each for the capital of this bank. What of those who 
h ~ not got the money to purehase shal'ell' In any event, only a handful 
()f pel'lOhs can purchue shares. .There are many who have no money to 
aoquire maPel. There are others who ha.e objection8 of a more serious 
Clharacter to becomiug shareholdel'8 in a bank and earning interestg, There-' 
fore the interest which thMe ahareholde1'8 wfll ~ n will be earned by o~ 
• haDdful of men. On the other hand, if it 18 a State baDk, the capitli 
of wbich will be Rubscribed by the Government, e e~ pie of the interett 
~e  by the bank--end it will be an enormou$ amount--every pie of the 
advantage eamed by the bank will be the property of the people of India 
8M a whole. including aU el8R8es, all sections, from the humblest to the 
bighest. Jfi there any fP,8Rnn why thifi int.t"rtlfIt, the profits which are t>.arned 
by the plmple as a whole Rhould be Rscriftced and handed overto companies" 
We have hReI long and painful ('xperrencf'lI of company management. The 
l'ailway Mmpanif'R art' the first We ha"e to retnl"mber. India lost 
het l~n BOO to a 1.000 l)rOreR of rupee!! by the rnnnRIl('nient of railway com-
panic)! (An lJOflO urn IJI" .1fn)17Irr :  " Mi1'l1l1lmllJ,!f'lnent ")-·mislnftnallement 
1f you le ~ w. Y Oil wm l~ l l f~ . Sir, 1 hilt when it. wM l l ( o~  that on 
th,> I'xpirlftion of tltl' tl'Mrl of th(' IIllrel'ment lwtween tIl(' Enst Indian Rail-
'Wfly Com pliny and the OO\'('rnnwnt the mnnag't'ment of the c.ompa.ny should 
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be taken over by the State, HonouraMe Kembers of 'the Govemm.ent, inc1ud-
m, my Honourable friend the Finance Member, 80 far 88 I e e ~  
expressed their opposition to the idea. Sir Charles Innes spoke strlUlhi 
aDd stroD« agaiDst the idea. And in the last Session of the .Assembly when 
tM matter had beeome a fai.t GCcompli and the advant.aps of the St4te 
management of the Railways had been eeen, Sir Charles Innea acknowledged 
OIl the ftoor of this House that the State management bad proved very 
lUeeeaful. 

Now, Sir, we do not wiah to 10 back to earn further experieDee at 
the further sacrifice of the people" interests. What interests have we 
here &8 the representatives of the public in bringing another company 
into existence from which a few peJ'8ODB will earn interest and dhidends. 
;what piJ1. will that be to the general tax-payer' I submit none. It is 
aid that it is muah better that the shareholders should exercise a eontrol 
over the Directorate. 1 submit it is a miraculoWi ideal. I submit, there-
10", that the ,Government Ihould definitely and deooroualy adppt the 
Beport of the Joint Committee on tb. qUeition of the State bank. The 
State bank, Sir, will be the property of the entire people of lndia ; its 
capital will be owned by the entire people of India. The profit. which 
it will earn will be diWded among the entire people of India through the 
Govenunent. SeeondJy, Sir, there is another very important reason. 
Bitherto, the Secretary of State and the Government of India under the 
existiDg constitution exercise control and carry out the flnancial policy of 
the Government of tb·is country. We have t\\'o 8uthoriti(lf;. The Gov-
ernment of India may be ovemded by the Secretary of State, hut the 
Government of India have a right and the duty of makiug; representations 
to the Secretary of State on all questions "'hicb ari*,. And we remem-
ber with Hatisiaction that the GO\'crnment of India have Nevera! times 
fought against the pro»08&ls of the Secretary of St.ate in the interests of 
the tax-payer of India. Now, Sir, what is proposed iii that the Secretary 
of State should be divested of the power which he ex(·rei .... ..Ii over the 
control of currency in this COUDtry and thllt that power should be veated 
in the Reserve Bank to a large extent. I submit tbta Secretary of t t~ 
and the o~e n ent of India toptbf"r constitute two bodies which discWJI 
and settle questionH of finanee with regard to India. You are eliminating 
the Secretary of State aM you are leaving the GO"'l'nment of India 
&!oM to deal with the situation .OD the epot, and our friend the .Honourable 
the Finance Member haa told us in what subtle way tht" Government of 
India will exercise that influence. He t.old UH that in Bombay. I do not 
want the Govenament of India to eJterei8e any control ovetthe Rellel"'Ve 
Bank aDd I want the Buk to be utterly l'Mponswle to the Le,islatu1'e. 
In every lICheme that hAl been proposed 'Wf' have agt'eed with the Govem-
ment that the Governor Gf'Mral in Council .hould have the power to 
Dominate the Governor aDd the Deputy Governor. We have also agreed 
that .he should have. the power ~ nominate two other penona in order !O 
proVlde repreeentabOD for ally IJlt.ereeta that may. Dot have come in m 
otber waYR. In every Reheme that we have di8eUuM 80 far we h ~e 
agreed that the Governor General Rhould have the ow~  of l'lominatiDa' 
.. pel'lOns out of the 15 on this Board. Will that not be exercisiDa 
iduence on the Directorate' Certainly it will be. 
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"fte lIoaoa.rUhlir Bull JIIIoJmt : Certainly not. 
Pa1uUt MICIaD Mob.!! 1Ialavt,,& : Then, SiT, I say, most certainly, 

most emphatieally. Will the Honourable the Finance Member tell me 
whether he is seriously asking the Assembly to believe that he is propoeina 
to this Assemblv that the Go'Vernment of India. should not exerGise a 
direct control over the management of the Bank, that they will not appoint 
the Governor and that in chopsing the Governor whom they have the 
1'0wer to appoint and whom they have the power to diamiSR at any moment 
they will not take care that they put in a man in whom they have the 
utmost confidence , 

The Honourable Sir Bull B1aobtt : It would be absolut.ely con· 
trary to my whole notion of the Bank that the Government should 
exercise any control whatsoever over the Banlt. That is the fundamental 
principle on which the proposal is based. 

Panclit Ila.daD JIobaD Malaviya : Tt.at principle is entirely opposed 
to the existing facte in relation to State banks, 88 I sha.ll presently show 
and I hope that the Govt'rnment of this country will never be 80 unfortun-
ate as to accept the view which the Honourable the Finance Member has 
just now expounded. Now, Sir, this Bank is to have control of credit in thii 
country. It w'm be able in one moment to make the money dear 
throughout the land. It will be able to make money easy throughout the 
land wht'n it so chooses. It will adopt all the steps that have been 
enumf'rated in the Bill which are all of the most serious character. It will 
have power to adopt all these steps. It will do all the business for the 
GoYernment which are enumerated in the Bill. The Honourable the 
Finance 'Member might repeat what he has just now said a. hundred times, 
but he will not be able to persuade me that he means seriously that the 
GO\'f'rnment of India Rhoultl not exercise any control over the management 
of sneh 8 Rank. I f the Govt'rnm(>nt were not to do so, it will fail to do its 
duty by this country. Ht'rt' Il't me tell the o ~e something about banks 
in other t',ountrif>lo! and whllt 1h(' ~ entg aFe doing for them. But 
efo t~ I come to it, I wil;h to point out that thf' position of the Bank of 
f.n~l n  and the position of the State BMlk in India arf' quite different, 
in that the Bank of Eng]and if' an did institution, It has been built up, 
like all oth(>1" EnlZ'lish inst.itutions have bN'n built up. by a number of e i~ 
dents. aK 011(' (If th(> Eng1illb historians haA put it, and the Bank of Eng-
land ",tand", to (hl~  where it d()(>s. .Let us se(> what oth(>r eountries haye 
done. ]n modl':'rtl ti ~  theN' is 'no country which has worked out ita 
financial problem", of ·adminjstration on a m{)Tf' !'('iennfie basis than Gel'-
many. In t.h(' Bank of ~ n l  thel'(> i~ 8 st.ntl1tory board of fh'e ('ura-
to", 1,h(> Prt'mier' and· one man appOinted by the {fflvernment and three 
hy the I .. ~ llt e. The Board of eight managers are all appointed for 
Jife by Govt'rnmf'nt· on, the nomination of tht' LeflisJatnre. Its resolutions 
are subject to tht' refitriction and direction of the Premier and a. eommittoo 
of 15 to bl'. riceted ~  the shareholders in II general meeting. The f ne~ 
tions of thl.> comritittf'eltl'e ~l advisory. The power of control rests 
with the Premier and t.he persons appoint,ed .by the Legislature. This 
.Act. J am toM, waR in forc(' till it was modified in 1924: But even SO, Sir. 
We have got this model which lasted in Germany for such a long period 
a.nd it is also followed in oth(lr countries. Then. Sir. coming to Norway, 
in t.he Bank of Norway there are three 8Upen'jS01'8 elected by the Legi"da· 
t ~ and there are fl,ve managers, two of whom, the Governor and th~ 
Deputy Governor, are named by the King after hearing t.he 8upervisol'l 
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who a,re electM bytbe Legilllature and the remaining three are to be appoint.;. 
ed by the Legislature. The contr(,1 restM in the 8uperviRol'H who are lill 
,ejected by the Ltghdature and thf' dt'tails of the management rest with the 
five manag(>t'S who have powers nearly similar to the flvt' managel"!> in the 
Bank of Denmark. In that Bank, one director il oin~  by the Gov-
ernment, the President and tUx directors are appoinwd by tht" Legis-
lahu-e and ""hat if,; more, they srf' to be responsible to the Ll·gislatun-. We 
.are not asking that the directors of this bank should be rp.KpoDsihle to thiR 
.. .sst~l l . Then in France. the Governor and the two Deputy Oovernors, 
bot.h are appuinted by the llinistel' of Finance and are subject to dismi'"yl 
J..y him. Then, Sir, in other plactW you have the Bank of Belgium where-
the GovenlOr ill appointed and ill removable by the Government. Six 
directors are appointed by the shareholders. Then you have the Bank of 
Denmark. A Itoyal CommitlKionef is appointed to 8upen'ise and he takett 
the Chair at all meetings, but. he dOOH not vote. Tho President is appointed 
by the King. I submit, Sir, in all these cases th(> Governments of tho 
~o nt ies in qut'Stion have taken care to see that the Government authority 
"hould exercise control over the appointments of the directorate of the Bauk 
in order that it Iiliould be satiHfied that the Bank is properly n g~ . 

Therefore I Hubmit that the pro(>Ofia1 HO far as the Government is con· 
('erne<! is the right one~ I am supporting the proposal that the Governor 
General in Council IoIhould ha\'c the power to appoint the Governor, and 
the Deputy Governor. and of nominating two other directon; ; and Isub· 
mit, Sir, it is perfectly right. I hope tlUa Assembly will never become a 
party to &Dy Directorate of such a B&nk being cOlUltitlltoo over which the 
Hovernor General in Council will not e e i~ influence to that extent. 

Now, Sir, what is the nnt provision' What about the IJegislature , 
You are eliminating the Secretary of State, who. taking all the di ... 
advantages into account, waH another authority with which problem of 
Indian finan(",c were diseuMed, and be had experts to advise him. If 
"ou are eliminating tte Secretary of State, what is the guarantee yo11 
~ e to this I10Ule that the Directorate Ihall be a satisfactory oDe' You 
-.y ahareholdel'8. Shareholden will not (fO down the throata of the 
llembers of thia House. Is a ahareholder, who has managed to purchde 
• abare, or ten or a h:u.Ddred sharetJ, to be trusted to exercise hiJI du.tiea 
better than the eleeted Members of thi • .A.embly and of the Council of 
State, I submit not. Then it comes to tbw, that the Government, ia 
..,ite of all that the HODOurable the Finanoe :Member h.. laid, b.. kept 
ita control over the JDaDalemeDt of thi. Bank through the appointment of 
the Oove1'J1or and Deputy Oovel'DOr aDd two bolllillatiOlUL. The LeIWa· 
tore representA the vat bulk of the people. of India. It i. Dot jealOu. 
that there should be certain penona appointed to represent commerce and 
iDduatry, We alao agreed, Sir,. that two Directol'8 IIhoutd be elected by 
the .Aa8ooiated h t ~ of Commerce. That wu the Government. prO-
poeal at ont'" time. We agreed to it. We agreed .}"'O that two more 
birectol"H should be appointed hy the Indian Federation of Chamberli. 
That brought WI to 8. We abo agreed that there shollld be 1 Director 
appointed by provincial (!o-operath'e bankH. 'rba.t brought U8 to ~l. Now 
in thiH al"l'angf'rnent tlll~ Government had 4 nominations. (~o ne e Rnd 
indul!ltry had 4 nomilla1 ionlil. t.h~ provincial ('(I-(")('rat;i\'t! bftJlkH. which 
l (~ l nf ~ ie l l l l i t( t ~.l il ... Hntl t(l t t o~nt whit'h i ltt f t~ Wf! l~

i;'l'sled t ht· pro\'illtiai 1:(;.op<:I'ul jv!, bunks M nn e!t'e!OI'att'·-t h(')" will hare 



.,. .., .... 
.' " ;. •  • ~ .! r.' 1"'.. ~ ~  :,,' II-" 

THE GOJ.D STANDARD A ~  RESERVE BANK OF INDIA BILL • 

.one seat; and then we Huggestt>d, these being representative of special 
interests lind mostly capitalist interests-eommerce and industry",,-thst 
there f;}lOuld Ilf' Rome provision for the appointment of some Directors who 
could bE' expected to e es(~nt the f!eneral mas!! of the people of India, 
not (~  'ly the general tax-payer but the general mass of the people of 
India. The policy and the operations which this Bank will pursue and 
(larry 01lt will affect tht' humhlest of the humble people of this Indian 
Empire ; lind I ask thi!! lIouiolc whether it is unres!mnable to ask thAt S 
out of the 15 Directors of the Board of this Bank should be elected by the 
elected !'tlernbers of the Central Legislature, namely, of the C"ouncil of 
State and of thi'! Asflt'mbly? These electt'd l ~ e  llan'· been elected 
on the (>I('ctoral rolls kept by Government, they are eleeted under rules 
laid down by Government, they come from all parts of the country, and 
they 8r(' elected by a larger body of electors than will be found in any. 
constituency that has been (~ l (  of !iO far in connection with this 
Bank. And it also happenll that they arc a fmlaU number, 8. hundred 
Memben; in the Assembly and 34 in thE.' Council of State. They together 
eon.'!titute 134 electors. Ewry year it is their dut.y to meet here. They 
met this morning ; and it is perfectly easy for them to meet together to 
diHCUHS the matter and to propoHe 3 men whom they cOIlRider to be most 
qualified, m081: competent to look after the interesb; of the public, No 
other electorate is more certain to meet or to have the majority of iti 

f l ~ mt't'tinJr to~ethe  than this electorate. And whom do they 
repre8ent 1 These 134 lt~ he s reprl'tlent ('Yery conct'i"able int~ est in 
tht: land. They include Europeans, MU8S8lmans, Chrilltians, Hindus, JewlI, 
Psrsis, Sikh", and all. h~  will be 134 in number j and there is very 
little likelihood t.hat. thE.'5e 134 elt'ctors would Relect anyone but him whom 
they consider to be competent and qualifit'd to sit on the directorate of 
such a hank, Therefore, I submit that the reason urged for preferring a 
shareholdel'l>, bank, namely, the possibility of getting a more responsible 
directorate than is qtherwise Recurable, will not. hold water. We t'Ome 
back to this, that the shareholders' bank will entail a 1088 of interest upon 
the general public without securing t.o them any advantage ; and I sub· 
mit, Sir, that the Honourable the Finance Member has not been able to 
give U8 any reaaon why we should take that course. What it comes to 
is this: whether the directorate suggested i8 a satisfactory one; and I 
submit it is perfectly fair that we should argue that matter with all the 
courtesy and consideration due to every proposal emanating from t~ 
part of the HoUle and judge it on the merits ; and after judging it oD 
the merits, if we feel saiisfied that the Honourable the Finance Member 
balJ suggested an electorate .which creates greater confidence in our mind .. 
I CE'rtainly would expect the Members on this side of the House to give it 
their beat consideration &Dd if they a're satisfied t6 accept it. On thf 
othpr hand, what I pray for and what I Wish is that the Honourable the 
~ in n e Metnber will bl' equally pJ'(lpared to weigh the g ~nts  to 
conAidcr the matter and if he found that he could not suggest an electorate 
morp. Hkl"ly to create confidence than the onp that we have proposed, he 
IIhould ftCc('pt Ollr proposals. But I am Horry to find that he has said 
that thiN ~ a diffcn'nce wbieh is irr6Qoncilabk Irl'econcilable !Why 
I!Ihonld ithc irreconcilable' Is it a mattt'r which il'l bdug pressed merely 
fr('ll,n ,the point (?f view of urging n proposal which h ~ lwen tllkl'Jl up by 
OlW sHh' or the olher side? It is not flO. (~ hUYe giWll the matter our 
most anxiouH tllOUg'ht. ~ hin'e eon!'lidered it fl'om l'\'l'l'Y ( l ~i le point 



LaGI8LATlft 48BJDtLY. 
, . [29rB AUG. 1927. 

[p&Qdit Madan Mohan Malaviya.] 

of view. The Joint Committee carried the proposal in Calcutta by a 
majdl'ity ; and I submit the Government ought cheerfully to accept it. 
What will be the I'e8Ult if the Government did accept that proposal f U 
the, Governmtlnt agree that three of these Direetors should be elected by 
the Central Legislature, it will at once secure the confidence of the elected 
Memben of both parts of the ~i t e. Therefore, it will secure the 
oonfidence of the ent.ire educated community throughout India ; and I 
aubmit it is a big proposition worth consideration even by the Govern-
mE'Gt of India, that it should secure the confidence of the entire educated 
eommunity of India and of the representatives on thit aide of the House. 
This bank is a new venture ; it is coming into existence M aD experiment 
iD India and it needa all the careful support that it can pt and we '"" 
anxious to give it aU that support, and I want that  that support should 
be givt>n on terms which will K&tiafy our consciences that we are discharging 
our duty to the people whom we have eome here to repreaent. If we are 
.. tided on that point we are willing to accept any proposal which the 
Honourable the Finance Member may put forward which commends itself 
to this part of the House ; but, Sir, when we are told that the Legislature 
ahall not be brought into this buRines.'1 merely because it is the Legislature, 
I wi8h to examine the point. The GO\'ernment have propoeed that a 
)Iember of the Legislature should not even be eligible as a director of 
the Bank. They started with th,t proposition ,,'hen we met at Bombay. 
That prop08ition was overruled by a majority, but the Government are 
still cOfl8iderilll or rather preMing that point against us. Now, I Rubmit 
that the JJt>,gisJature here BlandH on a differeDt footing from the Legisla. 
tures in Home other countrietl. Sir, tbi .. is a ncw experiment, and .the 
Letrislature has come into existence only recently. W ... havE' not many 
luch inlititntiollll in thi" land as can be tru.ted to li&feguard the financial 
interestfl of the country to the Rame extent as for i l~t n e the institutions 
in Eng-land can. The Central Legislature. the AlWembly ('.ombined with 
the Council of State, 1 Inlbmit, Sir, is the cWitodian, the chosen 'and 
accreditE'd emrt.odian of the interests and the rights of, th(~ pf'Ople of India 
at prE'St>nt. This being 110, it haa its dut.y to perform in ,.I'leeing that &ny 
powcn whieb are given to the proJ>(lied Bank shall be exercised under 
conditions which will satisfy it that the int~ e t  of tl1tl people will not 
~ 88criflced. In a "hare capital bank the Governor and the Deputy 
Governor will to a large extent mould the proceedings &Dd operRtions of 
the bank. There may be a few Dirertol"M wbo will hn~ l  bt-Ridinlt' with 
the GQvf'ntor, wbile there may be lL few who may not be tliding with the 
Gov(>mor. I do not want that. tbere should he oppOHition ~twee lthe  

but I want that matt ens of intereMt to the public should be examined fully 
and faithfully and conclusions arrived at in the light of th08e oonfli ~

tiona. But, Sir. jf the Legislature is not ~i l n tbe power to aleet its 
own rcpreHentativM. what iN there ]p(t t.o us, ThE' lIonoul'fIble the 
Finance Member hag prop08ed variou" Mcb('mell. I ",rotp' to him Y(!Hter-
day to aak for propoll8J8 by which he propOfIt'd to appoint the 9 Directors, 
and I take it thRt thOHe propORftU! AtiJl hold good .... 

The BOD01ll'ab1e Iir JIui1 lIlaokttt: J would ask the JIonourabltt 
Meinher that, if he iN going into all thl' varioUR o lll ~ tbathave'be4!n 
made at variou" timeH, he should take thelD all, and not, the partieular 
one which J may have lent him at a certain ltaIe for enmmatioJ). ){1 
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seheme hall always been a shareholders' bank. It was for the Hortourable 
Member to find some scheme which would satisfy the Government and 
whioh would· include shareholders. I have suggested many, but for none 
of them do I take any responsibility. 

Pandit ltIadan JIohan Malaviya: I take it then, Sir, the position iD 
that the Honourable the ~in n e Member does not want to submit to us 
any definite scheme at the present moment except one for a shareholders' 
bank. II! that HO T 

The Honourable Sir Bull Blackett : Yes. 

Pa.ndit Jladan .ohan llalaviya: Then, Sir, it wiiI be a waste of 
time now to discllAA the various proposals which the Honourable the Finance 
Member had put forward regarding the directorate, and we must· post· 
pone it to a later stage of the discussion. 

I submit, Sir, that the only reuon that the ofl lil ~ the Finance 
Member hu given for h .. i ~ a IIhar-wolders'· bank is that it will enable 
hiro to have a directorate elected by the shareholders. . That, I .submit, i8 
very insufticient to satisfy U8, and I doubt if these shareholders will be 
able to bring greater knowledge to bear upon the eleetionof directors 
than the Membt'rs of tht' Central JJegislature, and 1 do not know jf it 
is right for the Honourable the l"inanee Member to ask the Legialature 
to constitute a bank to which it should not have the power of nominat-
ing 'Members of the lJegislBture. At prescnt we can discuss the policies 
and the o e tion~ of the Government of India. We know what policy 
the Government of India have pursued sometimes in regal'd to the 
question of the ratio; we know what operations they havc performed 
even during the last 12 months. Now, Sir, all th'-"'ic questions we can dis-
emu fully and freely on the floor of this House. But once the Heserve 
Bantis constituted, and partieularly if it is a shareholders' hank, we 
shall be met with the answer, ,. Oh, this is a matter fOl' the Dank; why 
should the Government bt' brought into it 1 The egi~ t e. has co-
opel'ated with thl" Goyernment in bringing the bank into existence and 
hu entrusted it with the power of doaling with all these 'luestions. It 
is therefore improper for the Go..-ernment to interfere with it-s m,ulage-
ment by raising th('Ke questions h('re ". I tolay, Sir, that We Aball be 
completely shut out. All the time t ll~ Honourable the Finance Member, 
whoover he maj' be at the time. will be certain that be "ill Ill:' able to 
p,v.ertliHC bis influm('1' over the management of the bank through the 
Governor whom the Governor Oenernl in Couneil will ftppoillt and whom 
he hM th., power to dismiss. r !!ubmit, Sir, it will plaue the ARScmhly 
and tb(! country in a very disadvantageous position. I submit it will 
mean thAt instead of II bank being run in the interests abKolutt'ly ot the 
people of this country, the bank way be run and managed in such a 
mlmllf:'f 8S to dillrt'gard and sacrifice those interests without the Assembly 
haYing Muftieient opportunity or the means of controlling 01' checking 
the operatio1lf4 of the bank, I do not think, Sir, it is fair to ask the 
AaaembJy to place iblelf in that pOllition. We further o o~e  that 
th"ro should he 2 seats for ele~te  Members of the PrOVincial Legisl .. 
th'e Conncil!!. Our reason was this. The Honourable .1tlemher hiDlself 
haH admitted the difficulty of forming satisfactory elel~t ntes at t.his 
time to elect the directors of  the a.nk. We found the oxitlting bodies 
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~ tt ~. to  .w.e therefore Iclt that the elected el el~ -of the ~~gi .. 
• !atJve (ounClls 81'eelect,ed .from a yast .n ~ e  of peolil.) : tlu,y repre-

~e lt thepHoplc 01 the dlstncts and are In dIrect touch with them. W'e 
f(>lt that if ~ i el to ~ are elected from these eh~ te  Jft'mbe(s of the 
Provincial Lelo;i!lhlth'e CouneilH thtlY arc likely to be ~  who willlOafe-
gtJal.rd, protect and promote the interests of the people. We therefore 
urged that ~ should he eleetedby these Provincilll Legil:llatUt'E:s. Now, 
Sir, I IUI\'!:! not yet heard. of any scheme which will better enHure the 
jlrotection 8n£1 promotion of the interests of the people RS a whole.'3ut 
tho:-1l0noUt'llhle the Finance Member iN not convinced. lIe made Ii re-
llll~ l . hle spe('ch this afternoon, Sir, He told us, first, the l'ell/iOns of his 
prefCl'tlDCC for lhi!: share eapital hank. He told us of the JlIlIour which 
~ .. had hei!-Jowf'tl upon it. He told us that it was a great thing tll:1t was 
,ruing to be ektabJished in India and that it would be a grCllt boon to 
the people. I ventllre, Sir, respectfully to differ from him. I dOllbt 
:wery much, Sir. if the Reserve Bank of lnd,ill l ~ t into e it~n e in the 
"eoudition8 undt>r which it is being brought into ex.i:;tencu, haYing the 
,owen which it will' have ad managed in the manner in which tbe 
Government pl'OflOBe, 1 very much doubt, Sir, whether tbat will he all 
advantage to India. The Imperial Bank of India is' ona GoverUlcnt-fe4 
bank.' The Reserve Bank will be another o e n ent.f~  bank. 
Between these two banks, Sir, behveen the two stODel of the Bill, I fear, Sir, 
that indigenous ~ing will be crushed. I fear that its growth will be 
very seriouBly hampered, All the resources of Government ,ulOuld be 
made (ivailable to promote banking throughout the land, to spread a 
uet-work of banking and give 811 many facilitietl to the people as will 
eDab1e them to earn a Ihing and llut Mtat"Ve and il~ as millionij are doing 
to-day ; but, I wbmit that for tbis purpose it iii Imdesirable that. there 
eould be twoGl)vernment-fed banks, that the Governnlent t!aiabCe 
.hould go to h~  the Jmperial Bank on one side and give it all the pre$· 
tlg(' of being a Gover.1ment bank for· certain purpoBeH and givr. tm-
~ e Bank the preHtige of being the Government bank besideH beinfJ 
the banke"' bank also. Look at oDlyone proposal. Every bank which is 
to be brougbt into the sehedule of thoHC which will be 'Jobncuted with 
thia Bank hUH to depofilit a rellerve to the extent of 5 and 7j per eent. It 
is 10 per cent. now. Now, Sir, this 10 per cent. of the working capital 
of every bank ,,-hieh is· to be brought 1I1Jder the benign influence of the 
Reserve Bank will C&""'180 interest from Government. H will be .. 
mere depot.it. Now, Sir, any bank will have to pay jnt.et' ... ~t t.o Hii share-
holden and depositoi'll, but the Bank will get no interest on thiA amount 
which it will depotJit a8 ita reserve and thiN reltuve, I am told, Sir, will 
come up·to 6 01' 8 crores of rupeeH. Just imagine 68 crores of rupees 
being drawn away from theMe bAnkM whichltre to be left to earn greater 
intereHt in o ~t  that· thf!Y "bould pRy intercMt on this money whieh h~s 
been locked UI' idly in the Rt'serve Bank. I am not Matisfied that. thls 
Bank ill going to bring them any ~  /lsin. I am talking of the tthftrehold.era' 
bank. Even if it iN 8 ~tftte BAnk, Sir, I /IIuhmlt that fhi!! propoflai that 
every bank IJhonlfl make' itM l'If.'poAit to I,hut extent is ft illl snt ~e. 

We fotlght againAt if anrl WI' 10"" ,8n(l fhp {pwHtion must come up agalll 
before the AlI@lemblv for {'onl(icl"ratinn. Rnt as the matter At-ands, 1 
IDbmit thl\t th .. Bank witI not hc' I;lu'h h Q'rtHlt gain u the Honourable the 
Pbumee Member >WOUld lead u. to think it will be. And ,here I oauot 
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do et(~  than HUpport myself again by' ,tb.!:r l,lUt,hq,rity':,. ~ .  esteemed 
friend, :Mr. Madon, who, in a letter date'd'the 25th' Aug-usf, in which he 
lIaR Rent me a number of matters which have helped me in this ciiscus-
sion, say!'; : 

•• T huV'I' Rent you "t'pllruh'ly y!'sterdllY four sets of news cuttingB from tho 
(,h;-onir/e giving TIIy nigbth nrti"l!' on tht' IU>8l'rvl' Blink Bill. ThiB on!' artirll' Bhonld' 
81om ... e t.o Mhow uny unhillS>4etl Indian' that the thing whieh "'8.8 being palmed oft' on 
India as II grt'ut boon WIIS reully It fraud and eontaillt'd wlLttuM thut have been re-
,i('ded hy E!lJ:'lish bltnkerll and DWlIlCi!US i~ tJll'ir MVIl CWIU. " 

'I'hiM is the opinion of II gentleman whose opinion: iF; QXltitled to 
respectful consideration. 

Now, Sir, are Indians ~ lont  so ve1:)' chary o£ belie-ving that this 
Bank will be an ndYantag'p T No, Sir, 'tbc name of Sir John Bell is 
\Yell known to Mentbcrs o'r this Houlle; HI" waH a member of the Joint 
Committee, He i8 tht> President of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce., 
I invite the attention of this Hous/,) to his minute of. dissent. 

lir PurIhotamdu Tha.kurdaa : He was ~si ent l-~ . 

The Honourable'S"lf' Basil Blackeft : SiJ" Jolin Bell has been careful 
to point out that the Chamber of Commerce do n'Ot agree w\th him. 
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya : 'If the-Honourable the Finance 

Member had had a little patien(':e, ~ would fin'e beard me quott the-
,,·hole of the remarks. I need' hardly assure the Honourah),b the 
Finance Member that I shall not try t.o win on this question by any 
unfair or unuernand means, This is what Sir John Bell says: 
"  I have. Bignt'(} the Rl.lport of the oin~ Committee appointed to eoneider the Ge1.1' 

Standard and Re&erve Bank of Indin. Bill, 1927, Bubjeet' te 'ttie following MInute : 

WhUeofhl.1 etltnbliahment ef a &aerve ,Bank, in' India may be regatded as aD' 
ideal' to be achieved in thc future, I am net -eonvineed that the present 
il:\ an appropriate time. ' 

In the tint' plaee, file Government of India have',just, i~ ~. an im-
pertant ehanJllll in the r.urreney syaMm of ~e Muntry, by, ing the 
rupcl' at. rB. 6d. Itcrling, I consider th ~ f~ lOMe ti~ •. come, Gov-' 
ernment, and DO othl'r allthoritr, should ~ e o li ll  for maiaa.briDg th" 
ratio which haa been adoptf'd." . \ . 

I submit, Sir, that this is an &pinion Which is entitled to we'ight., 
The Government o1lght not to be' in el~. a Durry to ~  this Bank: 
through. But the Honourable the n~e Member says, and rightly 
lIays, that he' lUlls a' natural affection for t.his Bank, that it is his child,. 
t.hat ht' has created it ~ II lWllllty wh~h he loves and adores. You 
know, Sir, When a parent becomes a fond parent 'and)is lost in admira-
t.ion of thc ocau(v of his child, his ju(ilWlent becomes leRs reliable, Some 
friends " w ~  •.•. It becom(,r;; n ~ l. I ltnno~  imagine, Sir, any 
parent who had a mono st o~it  as hi"'. cljild who eQUId .. , not but f.eel tender-
affection for that monstrosity, Ilncl I lear that In)-,esteemed friend, Sir-
Bm;i] Blackett, with all his ability s in n~  ~ell e  hils IQst himself 
in afi'petionate admiration of his own ~hil  .which is really a monstrosity 
t.o be CflRt outside this Assernbly ~  never allowed to en~e  Gove,rn-
ment rc('ords again." .' 

Now, Sir, the Honom·able' Sir ~nn il Bhlckett made II. remarkable-
speech. He put forward' arguments. ~ e ls~  threats. demon"tration&' 
dOWll to abuse, I am always ready ,to IUlten Wl* respect to, any ~ e  

ot,GovQrnoxen*.Thez; appeal to n~nn~ to eo~i tl  tmsqaestiQu'\VitJi 
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• lienee of solemnity. MOHt certainly. Then, Sir, comea the threat. 
If you don't do this, then, they say, the responsibility will be on this 
Assembly and you will be doing a disservice to thiH country. Is that 
argument, Sir! (TM Horwu-rable Sir Basil Blackett : .. I1ear, hear.") 
My Honourable i~ .l says, " Hear, hear ", but that doe.i not udvl\nce 
the point, Sir. He says we will be doing a disseM'ice to the country 
if we do not aecept this Bill. I challenge the Honourable Member to 
take it argument by argument and consider it. Let UH make the whole 
House our judge. Let us weigh every argument. If we are wrong, 
we shall bow to him and accept hili view, but if, on the other hand, we 
con\'ince enry llember sitting in this House, who is frl'c to exerciae his 
judgment and to vote according to his judgment that we have got a good 
ClI8e, that onr case is hetter than that of the Honourable the Finance Member, 
then the charge of doing a dill8en'ice will shift back from our shouldera 
1,cI\'ily to the shoolders of Sir Basil Blackett. Then, hE.' does not stop there. 
He Kays .. You are on trial". He .aYII t.bat the whole world is looking 
at what we are doing and the whole world will judge whether we have 
got taecapaojty to understand .wbat a Rt'tierve Bank it! and how it should 
be eon tit t.~  und how it should be managed. 1 challenged my Honour-
able friend to let our debates anel our notes go before an impartial 
tribunal consistjng of one French, one German, one .American Iiud one 
Japanese. Let 'UM pnt the mattPI' before them. It will then be at fair 
fight. Then, Sir, he threatens U8 and abuse!! us. He haH got a certain 
number of nominated Mt'mbers who are litting in this House at his com-
mand. Tbat is not fair play. The interests of India are at IItake. The 
interests of 300 millions whom this Bill will affect are at stake. This 
Hill will aft'ect the commercial and the financial destinies of vaat ma8les of 
the population. We are a.'f anxious 8S he is that the Bank should be 
fiarted on the be8t lincs. It should have a most Imexceptionable 
Directorate tJiat will sat;afr everybody that it will manage its work on 
the most honourable line<;. Let us have a fair discU8liion on it. Wbat 
it the UHf! of telling WI thl' wholt- wOI'ld will .i ~~ us. I.t't thE' whole 
world judge us. I have given instances of Statt' Banks which bave 
come ,down from ~. on~ timo. How many sluu'eholdel's' banko; are there 
in exi!itenee 1 1'hat· iH tht· fjueo;tion which nly irip.uu lIh(;uld answer. 

'1'Jy JloDouMble 1Itr Bull Blackett: May 1 aNk how many of the 
banks he on'" loentioned have tl~t got shareholdel'fl , 

. Pandit Madan IIobaD JIalavi)'&: When did they huve it' 1'hey 
huvc th~ flllt f holt ~ t  bank hecause England had the ..honour ('f ShIrting 
it,; oJd in,.'41ituti(Jn,thc Bank of Eagland. Now, Sir, England haM gh'cn 
JUny ot ~  institutions to the civilised world. Among tht~  i, the Parlia-
ment, the gl'eatest in&titution, the iDBtitution of ill8titutiolltil. Other nations 
have copied the Parliaments they now have from Englllnd. Ell(l'lanl1 is 
entitled to ,11 honour and credit for it. The Bank llf England W&8 in 
"xistence as R ahareholden' bank, but when other lt it~ Cllme to create 
thei'r State Banks, "-ere they content to leave the mana,ement, 8M it waR 
left in the ('sse of the Bank of England, to the i h ehol~  They did 
not. That ill the crus: of it. That 111 the test of it. In twery eonstitution 
they provided that the GovemmeDt "ould eRreile control over the 
mannJ:rcmt>nt and should Hot let the ... irs of the Bank be mismanaged. 
I 8skthe Honourable the F'inPM X_btr to quote tIre (late of a .ingle 



eouutl'y where the Ooverllmeot dOC!; not o~t ol or infiu(!1lf!e its State Bank 
in l;onw to 1'01 or other. I submit Hilit if the worh! at large ever cares to 
rf'llIlto 0111' debates-l do not know why anybody should care' t~ t if 
they Ilre l ~ e  to rClid our debates I alI) oot ~ i  lhat their judgment 
WIll go cht irely g~i~ t llB. . .1 I, 

. Then llistly, Sj'r, tJJere was tIle tpreat that the Govcl'Dment wouli 
'1Phdraw t~(  i~  ~t the~o.. If tpe, ( ~ ~f~f ent wi Uu.lr8\\' t.hc· Bill, 

e~ g (IIr n~ ~~f . n~ tipeslul!B Il?t In p8¥8lon or. beat,but ~ . mOHt 
l(~h te coIDuder."tlOn, r say It ",,ill be a good thing for lndla If tpe 
Ocjverzpnellt do withdraw the Re!ierve Bank Bill. It is lIot in a11 atmos. 
lhe ~ l l~e  th. ~ ~h~~  uiy 'friend h~ t .s ~~ ~  tpat a ~t~t  n~ ~o. l  
llc bt'OUllb1 lOto eXistence. I g ~e ~~tll l~ 'there. ~ t wh ~ 18 ~  
tf ~s lhe e  He taQa; ~f ~he ~  ~ lg .. ~ con4ict ~f in.ter,elits. ~ t  am .. 
anxlOUl( 11'" he it; for. nl~  of purp.Ofje, W.e for out part are o~e lng tpe 
n:lllu. ,of fe~~ owshi  n~ o.o t on. W',e say to the o e ll~ellt  or o~ 
appoJllt ~  i e~to  as y,Qu w~~  but let this ..c,\sHC1llbly ll o~t 
three out of the 15 e t~n  It. Y'I,e ~ e ~ol  ~his ~~not be, t~t it ir. 

, li~  ;1'rCI;?nc'ileable pU!iitioll. 1 ~ ~  ~h t  ~h~~ 1M n~~ the w.lf.Y to 
trent tbl!-. ~l ~e courtco'}Kly. Tpat l~ not the w~  tc? l>ec.ul'e h ~oo.  

!lp'd o ( ~tioo rrom ~  ~ e. If in thiH ~it tion th~ e~ of Plis 
1 ~~lll~ ~  .1.;1lf),'ldcrN thllt tpe el lll~~ .t propos8.J ~~~  not .h.e a('(fepted 
l1,fl'\ "If tht· Goverpment t;hould w~th l l~ .the Bi,l,l, I ImbD!lt that Uiltt 
Will not he R mattt'r for one hlllr or for one lament. Uut if this Sank is 
gdl,g r.o ('Oll,l't' into e i e ~  ! (1m uot lelSll ao'xious t~ n th~ n~~ e ~. l e  
t)l,t' U Illlouid (~o e intO .exultence not py the vote,. o! a few on this ai.de 
or thl' .oili,er, vot,es ~ . e~ after theg .e~t~st n s i ~ng and the ~~e ~se 
of iUf:lUlllICC and presHure, but by the unanimous vote of both sideli of this 
lloulic, with everybody feeling that it wt.ss··fair e l oht ~ne  'bywork-
ir.g together ill harmonious co-operation to bring into e isten e~  a 'Batik 
wJli.cP ~ts g.l,;ng to cOllir(,lJ the ~ .tinies of 220 millions of· people, And 
~h t i:. t ~ tt~t tl  of the Finauee Member' Will he tell me that he is 
~ ~hl  ill tPM a.ttitude of mind? Can we say that canvassing has not 
hclj;ll ~ e  OJI t41 ~ ~~ t which is aln;lOlit sickeningY Can anybody 
.1i11)· t h~ 1 1 Q.o not o ~ t to caovlUlHing. Everybody is entitled to 
e,4,uc,ate ~h e Wbo co,mehere to work. .But in this catle and other cues 
jt IJa,s g.OIJl' beyond t ~t a.nd, w.bell it doelS, I submit that it is noj; It fair 
~g t. I ~~ not imp.Qting allythillg wrong to anyone. I am onl)' sub-
m;u'i,lI6{ Unll as m,a,ttert; stand, Ii. number of Members come here as Jiominat.. 
~ ldemb.en., Some pi t.hem, if not aU, ~ under the impression that 
t~e  4lfe 1!0\lnd .tos l o~t the Government 1n every way. 
J'Jle Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: And whatllhout your own 

pan... votta:t .  . . . • 

Pamt Itt&d&n Mohan II&laviy& : Party votes stand on a much fairer 
Ilnd honeater footing than the Guvernment pressure upon: thes~ diher It.·en, 
I can say, Sir, that'it was suggest cd tliat we might also "retllliute' and lidopt 
snme Rimilat courst> a" that o t~  on the other side. '1 am happy'anel 
l/rbutl tIl !!OilY· w~ I declined t.o accedt' ~o  Ii.uch II proposal. I .can say, sped-
ing for the parhes represented. on thiN SIde of the House, that t.he members 
\'otednMordhlg to their jUdgment. They may have ci-rc(1, but I am rk()ud 
til say t.hllt they votc>d o in~ to the 'light wit.hin 'them and NI th'ey 
UUd(ltKtlll)d tlwillTereHtt; of thc Muntry. Bitt T suhmit that. thiN is lIot t.he 
way in whidl lI. haul 'like this Hhl)uld he brought into existence, ~t '.11 
prestlUrt' be tal{en 'off and let the maHer be judged oil its e lt.~. :Do Rot 

• 
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[Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya.J 

~ ill hurry to patiS it-thiJ:j 8eSlSioD. j know the F'inllncc Member'l!! exten-
ttioll Jasts only till April next, uud 1 do not complain. J it .~ l.llderstand 
·that all he !Jc/ievelS that it will ue a great ticrvice to India, I cau \.fuite 'lllder· 
stand hit! intense anxiety to 1St-'C it urought into exiHtence. I do not (,OlD-
rIa in or it. But I wish to warn you, I wish you to llOW, that Utili U. 

•  P .... 
a matter ill which the dh;appoinhnent or the liIatib-
faction of an individual eouuhi like a I;trllw in the 

weight of gold which in the lihape of thetie traDH8Ctions will pillS!; through 
tbiiS Bunk. J would like w give th~ utmost I18.ti!;faction to the Honourable 
the Final1ce l fe l~  and though I atn Horry wc dift'erpd very !:Itrongly on 
tnany of the polici(ll,; which he hIllS punued, it it; not widlhl our power; 
we shall be IS8crificing our duty to our people if in OU1' tiN.ire to give a 
t.eJUponlJ'y ~ ti f tioll to Ii friend who i8 going libertly to leave UK, we 
MOld,. Ih.'Ct.>pt a mt'MUre ina burry Iewt our e;t.eemed friend I;bollM be 
diuppointed. What doe", it matt.er to ~i  BllHil Blllckett whether the 
Ueserve Bunk of India oe~ or doc!; uot come into exiwteJl('c f It i)ol written 
in the n-cord", of time that he laboured bard to produce this Heilerve Bank 
and to In ing it into e i t~l e. Hut, Sir, the satiKfaction or diHlWtillfllction 
which we ~  will be tempOnll"Y, (.>phemeral, lutSKilig. On the ot.h«·r h'lnd, 
if the Bank is placed on wrougfoundatiortll, if the Hank is (!ollHtituted on a 
wroug b8l>i!:l, it will mean a IOHs and illjury to a20 million:. of peoploe, and 
Wf! do not know wllcnwe shall he able to remedy that. We have tlli:oi 
heavy I'CSporuiibility in front of Ub. The quetrtion of a litr.le di!l8ppoiut-
ment to all honoured and (.ostt-'Cilled friend il; of very littl.-con8t>quenee, 
hnd I hope the lono h~ the l"itulDce .Member will agree with me, 

The BODOUrable lir Bun Blackett: llUlid it would be a los6 to India, 
nt,t to Int:. 

Pandit Mad aD 1Io.ban 1Ialavi1a: That iK true. But h(' .. poke of his 
diH88tillfaclinn ; he made 8 ~ f ( n l apI)esl to WI that ;1 would be a great 
diKappoiutment to him if be were to go away without secing tbig Bank 
brought into exild.ence.He says, he ill only concerned with the 1088 to India 
Bnd not .~ :tl. hiK own disappointultmt. I honour the Finurlcll Member, I 
honour 'en'ry Member of the H olllle who thinkK of the intel'CBbI of thiN 
eountry ; and, ~ the Honourable the Fina:m:e Member saYH,he tbinks of the 
lOllS' to India, and that that is hi~ gui$iing cOMideration, and I honoUl' 
him. BUf will he alKo have the charity, thef i ~ in e ne ti to llo~ th t 

we too on l.hill side have the interelits of the country at heart' Will he 
too h8'·e the charity to allow that we too have considered thiH question, 
have fltudied it from every pOaKibiep6intof. view' Aud if we illllilrt so 
earnestly, !KI prayerfully, in order that we Hhould get this little satiefae-
tion of hll. in~ three membert; nominat.ed to this Bank. in the manner lIng-
gested, will bE' aoo allow that ~e too have a eon!!CiencfI to HatiHfy, a duty 
to perfonn' That itI t,he .poHition. I lIubmit the qUeI4tion "tands on a 
very much hitrber footing than tlw diH88.tiMfact.ion or diH8ppoiutment of 
the }I'innnoo e h(~  and r hope ('very Member of, the H9U!;e who is free 
to vot.e a('NJrding to hi", judgment will weigh the propoi!itic>lI very care-
fully before decjdinf.( which way to vote, There is in thiN matter no 
feeling on thiN *lid., that this it; a party qUt'lllHOIl, I ~ ifl fl all parties 
nt the f~t of the rout.horland. All parties tire here totrorve the mother· 
hmd. Our CIne anxiety ill to do that. .which ill good for our peopJe, and as 
we know that this Bank will be a tremendoull power affecting the fortune!!1 



THE GOLD STANDARD AND RESERVE B.NK OF INDIA BILL. 3581 

of the ( ~ le  f~ lUI" mll!'>1 anxiow; that the Bank should be eon/itituted in 
a rnlllln('r which will ~t ll (  f hilt fhpse int.erE'JltR shall he properly lInder-
~t( n  and f;llf<'VIHmled. 1 t ( n ~  l'ul'port, Sir, the Report of the Joint 
Committee, tmc1 I hop!! that the House will lend it its fulllmpport and see 
/I hunl, hrmlght into l'Xilitellee 011 the lin~ advocated by the Joint Com-
mit.tt·C' and not on allY other lines. 

8ir Vict.or 811800n (Bomhny Millowners Association: Indian Com-
Hlel(;f.\ : :O:;il'. Wl' have hefore IIs'thr Report of 8 .Joint Committee which 
f~( ine  a l ~e numb.,r of (Iis .. ntill~ minntes. anfl it haH, Sir, heen 
i f~l lt for you t,o unof'rstlmd the position of the Honourable the FinancE' 
)1 (')IIller wht'n Ill' mowd thp consideration find at. the same t.ime critiei2ed 
~ t l f  of thl' ('lalls('1i in lhr Rf'p(lrt. Yon will, Sir, therdore sympAthise 
willi m!' in having liRtent'd to til(' e ~  eloqmmt Rpeech of th~ Hononrable 
the P:l1lflit. who ,'nsf' to Sl1J1l'OTl thp mf'IlRlll'(\ who has not ~n Rigned a 
minntf' or dissent. and who. lifo< J IImleJ"lo>tood it, mllde 8 Ruggestion that the 
H"Rf'TW Bank ",hmlla not ('mIl(> into i tf ~e. At any rate, he made, what 
IIPPI'HrO(l til mp H nllmbpl' of "pry pl'l'tinf'nt ~ ent  ag:linst the o f~ l 

0" :l 11"<;1'1"\'(' Balik; IHld Tl('rltnps T mlly he forgiven if I find that I Ileither 
(,RII ~ f t  ,,·ith th(' ITonnnrllhll' ttlP Finan('(' l\fembf'r''1 point of view or 
~ t t tIll' point of vil'w of th!' mnjority of the .Joint Committee. To my 
mind, in fl( i in~ the form whi!'h this HI'AerYI' Rank ~ to t.akf'. there Rl'tl 
two priJlt"i;llps which shollld h(' \IllSWervillgly followed. In the flJ'f(t place, 
th~ Governor, tbf' Deputy Governor Rnd the Hoard mllRt be under (lome 
(~ l  "(llltl'ol . and. in the secono p18(,I', the ( . ~if l tn f  shollld have no 
Iwnd in the diree! election of memh('TS of that Iloard. h-t me examine 
llOw thr l l ( ~ of thf' rival Reports of the .Toint rommitt.tle.conform 
with till'S!' in ~ le. i which I llaw laid down. J shl\JJ first take the reeom-
mrnc\ntioll of the n( l hlt~ thp FinaneI' MplDher that thi,; ReMerve Bank 
shollld he'll shar('holdf'rs' hllnk. I ~ nff  Air. in "lpift· of what my 
Ilnn01\1'ahlp friend PllJldit MalsyiYfI said, to II partistity for commel'eial 
IIlld,·I·taJdn/?s h in~ It'ft to privII1r ente i f~ ann J "honld thel'efore h'We 
lik('(i 111 "llClorsl' the 00\'ern01I'n1 "jewH in this I"(>sprct. Unfortunately, 
hnwHC'r, 1hif; wflllid .hrellk OIH' of th,' f'anOl'lr-; T hllw lllid down, as in effect 
IIndrr 1111'1'(' proposals th!' OowJ"no" IIn(l thr D(lard will b!' outside the pale 
of eritirillm IIn(l t.he control woulri br more imaginary than real. What 
i" this 1'0.11 Tnl'r('inl corrorntion as Pllt f01'wtl.!'C1 by the lIonourahlll the 
FiTHtn(·(· 1I,f('mhrr goinll tI, hp! It will he a C'omnllny win, a 68pitlll con. 
sil;tillg' of !i ('ror('s of fj prr eent. ('umulntiv(l prefer!"nc(' shnre" to hf' sub· 
;('l'ihrd fO/' h~  the f!'(,IH'raJ puhlie nnd I;honld th(' general J1ublic not tllke 
thf'm np. fh,' GOvt'rnmenl, tnldng' the . ~ition of nn e w ite ~ in the ('om-
TI1rrd:ll worl/t will tnk!> lip thr hlllanct' ; and hC'sirlel> these !i f:rores of pre. 
ff'rNh'r sh.·Jr(·f.I tller,· will hI' a fl t tin~ IlIQ.01ll1t of Ol'tliDlIl'Y. capital· sup-
plied hy tl1f' Rtatc' in thp form of l it~ without intHl'est. and tlw snrplus 
profits, "ftl'r fhl' prf'fl'ren('f' oi"iol'no hal; hef'n pldd,.wilJ ~o to the ordinar,r 
!'illlJr('holdel'R, t.hat iR, the State. .. . 

That iR how T viRua1iRP tlll' sh ~hol l~  hank 8R 81l!lgellted by the 
f~ n ent. But wh~n we Mml' to the const.itution of the Board we 

find it it ~ s vl'ry IArgl'ly from that of an ordiDllry o ~ i l on~e n  
for when we put on one Ride th.~ ~i e to l nominatHd or eler.ted by specilll 
int.erPRt.R, Wf' flnd t.hAt the ma.lOrtty art' t.o be f'lected not hv t.h", ordinaJ'v 
h ~hol f  but by t.he preft'rf'nce Rhareholdf'rf!l ; Rnil A'" it is ightl~ 
fE'1t that it will be UnWiRf' to let any larJl,'e inter.('StR control the electio'n' 
I . 

ri! 
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i~ Victor SWOOn. J 
otlhe Board t>y buying up the shareR, thl' e~l l tion iH made that tbl' 

~e  are to bi:; Htrict)" lirrilt.·d irreHl'l'cti ve (If tllt' number of Kharl!H held. 
~ th.t i1i ptactice it ito; (;xtrl'ntt>ly itiillroha'hh' that /lny ntn (~ 8A'llinst 
tfle. Board will lIiiccf'e<1 ElF; long ll~ 1 Ill' Board Rufegunrds the intt'rl'Rhl of 
the preference shareholdf>l'R, that if! to say, n18lntainR a 6 pet cerit. dh·i· 
«lend. THe khftrebo)iil'rH Of tbiH concern will 11(' tilfttetial1y drawn from 
t.he cllUMl of small inn'HtorK e i in~ a !lIlf(! investml'nt, or, trulltl'ell or 
trust eoncel'll8, who 8101 a general nllfl' takf' ,'ery little intcreMt and knnw 
very little about problemk of curr('!ncy. f'XChllOll'e or nstioDlll finllnt'e. 
As long as tht>ir dividends are paid, the:.' will give their proxieH to the 
Boa:rd and are likely to treat with ~ l ieion nny move or attl'mpt that 
may be made to gf't thf'ir proxiei1 b,' outRidt' financial intf'rmrtR who mil" 
be expected to n l~ t n  thpRe problem II nnd thf'rpfo)'(' art' in It ,)oHi. 
tiOn t.o critiaiJile the aetionM of the Government and the Roard. .\s t1lt' 
Oovennbent np dischlimibg all riJrht of control or C'riticiMm 0\'1')' fhp 
Board, the Roud tnlt~  be said to hI' rPflponMible for fht' "nrt1ing of 6 prr 
eent. diVidend to tlieir Mhareholderfl Rnel rellponRihle for fhl' mnnllgpuwnt 
of eurreriey to their o,,'n eonSCif'nel'H. ~. Sir, 1 am Vl'ry t~ntl~  

forced to "handon the idf'a of IIripporting thf' ( l~e l r.hlirf'holders' hRnk 
and am Brinn to sJr1"ee to the institution of n StRte Rank. (l1f'ar, hf'ar.) 

So far, I am at one ,,,it,h the signatorif'R of thl' ~ o. t. nut, ,whf'J1 
I eome to the pl'opoiolaJfi of the formation or Il BORrd of li ~(.fo il  1 fiiiit 
myself at vlll'iance whh Rome of thl'ir rpeommf'ndflt ionll atld 110 I am 
~.eeh two RtMl.t ThiR Rlink iii I n l~in i  in14titl1tion and ih Board 
mutd eorutiRt. of the ~t fmRinelis mP,n thllt J,nilin can prn"idf' irresppctivf' 
of clifte, eolon!' or e~  Bnd J fllnnot 811m\-fllf' N)ntention thnt n pojitic,,) 
tiMY like the TI"gislattlrf' KhouM h,n'f' Any ( i ~t ~i( f  in th .. df'rtion of 
,thbl Boftrrl rif ph·eetorfl. T wOllM allow. RWU would welcomf', the rillht 
of iti~ in by t.hf' T.Jt"gi81ature on t~e main line!'! of polie.v ann action of 
the nank. thouih not on detailM. 'hut t cantlot Mf''' what Jl'rentf'r qUAlifieR. 
tionil Ii poHtical body hftR for f'leeting II bllRinf'RM man than a comm"reial 
eleetontp mUflt h ~~~  .. nrl 1 do ItP,. l ~  l w~ dilladvantllgPII in hll in~ 

~~ .~t ee tIf pnl,ttcA.l i.nflul'!nee ~nthl . ~~ing of th.f~  f ~ . ,l ~  pr.f" 
pfu'ed to examine WIth the A'r .. ateRt ~ tl ~  snr prop",,!!1 that may he 
pot '"twlll'd hyeithp; Rid .. of thf! HOllRP 1111 to ftlp MmpORjtion or th~ 
choiee of thf' plef'torittf. ",110 arf' to chooRp fhf'sf' niret'forFl, hilt. 1 regrf't 
tfiltt , lh ~ .not be lib1,. t" RilJlJlOl1 n~  propoFllll ,vhlch ~i f  the pow,'r 
tn R ~liti l hf:'rly,' rithffl' rlircctly or in ~ f etl  of elt'cting thORP who 
wi1t bf> re8po;lI.ihle . for Ituidirijl the fortnnes of what ill 6AAentiaJ1y " 
purr)" ht1AineAA Concern. . ~ .~ts. ti ikla'Viya : . Even if the Honourable Mpmher 
i" not· ~ ~. to ~n ~t a better. eleoct.orafe. , 
i.W&b lir lahtAada Abdul Qatnm (North-Wf'At Frontwr Pro-

~ e ; )"tlominatl'!d. on n .~~  : Bi.r,,r do .~ r1rfe ~o m.B.kf,l a Rpef'ch 
on .t~f  fl l e~t Wthlt>h ~ t~ltf  lln no~. to . ~  Rrill, of whIch . ~ ltnot 
claIm t.o tHlV" hl ~h ltno'*Jf>dgp., 'R}lt ttli>re I arf>, (If\P or .tWf/ pOlnffl on 
which T "hf)uld ~f e tv lliiY .. .. ~~ wor1M. ~~. tb.e 1\rl't l ~~  it .i",,)'Iot un-
ft~ that tront,d1 ~ tl ArC' ( ~ te  t~ ft  thf' nominatf'd Memberll 
lin tlii" ~i . of th~ IIoill'lf'. ThiR I", not .l"Fltifinhlf'. . 
HI' dOlibt, ~o ~ "nrt of AUARIr.ion mRY ,hf> pRJl1Iing in t,h .. minrlR ,of tIle 

Mefnb8rR ~n Hie other "i(fp, ~f flu; nOlINr.· thAt vert.,,, are not given hy t.hp. 
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nominated Members according to their conscience or knowledge of the 
aifltirH, hut I can aSHure them, Sir, if not on the part of all the nominated 
Mi.;iriberfl, nt least on my own part and on the part of other lIon-official 
HemherH like my Honourable frielld on my right, that we alwaYH try to 
IHldehitlihd thingH and to follow them. You may lh~ noticed, $ir, 
that l ,ani a regular and }lllllctual attendant at the debates in this 
AssemllIy. (AppJallile.) 1 am always arixiouH to undel"l'ltalld things, and 
if it generally ha})penM that t do riot go to the 0ppoliite lobby, it i~hsi l  
bf'CaUHe of my limited knowledge of technical subjeets such aN t is and 
becauHe I do not nect'HH81'i1y douht the motive of Government medsures. 
But, in order that J might I!ivl' my "ote in a more sure manner on this 
()ecllsion, I should like to put a few simple questidnH, riot vety 
teehnireal (IUeHtionR, to the IIononrabl(' Members on the opposite 
side nnd I hope they will kindly throw some li~ht on tnose 
qlwHtinnH. The firRt queRtion which I Rhould like to ask iN 
thiN. In n net~ ninl  CflReR out of hundred, the Oovernment 
is unremmnahly R('CIlNed of in('fficiency, IlntidineAA, HIllclmcRH, 
cllrele8Rnt"Rs and 1'10 on in managing th('ir aft'Rinl in the ~ll io  depart-
mentfi by the Honourable M('mbel'S on the oppmlite bentlliefol, but why iR 
it thnt in this most vital matter o.f running the finances or the cotmti,)' 
HhIlIlJ<1 the OOYf'rnn\('nthe left to manal!c the financial affairs of the 
w~l l(  (lountrY! h~  Rhould an infItitution, wht're the pre,Clt):Us mone;), 
ott the tax-payers ill inYt'Hted, he left in the hands Qf the Oo\·cmment.. 
.li ~  Recording to, their own verdict ~ e not considered to be a very 
reIi!I'),e ~ lhine  T (l ~ ghtt .  I hJJ.ve got a little e~ e ene~of th~ 
trou it' and care that Members of this House take III checkmg and 
~. ining the Rt.nt(' .. Recounts, I have been a MeDlber of the Standing 
Firiance t~( itt.ee for ROn'\(' three or four years and I ha"e notiee(l that 
many of o.ur elected Members come t~ that meeting· W1thout haying read 
('''rii 1,he mcrnoh;tndum of tho!!(' p.r,oeeedings. (Laughter.) This is my 
littl~ experi('ricf of the working of t~~e things. These Members are xery 

. e.te~s 8 bout J handling State money .. while I am sure they ar(' ~hee ing 
t.)teir ,hotel J bills, inORt carefully and most thoroughly. (t ll~htef.  J 
(1() not think th~t fI ehot e ~  bank Mould be condemp.ed simply be-
~ ~sf .it ~~. llllg tf~  hy the offi i ~ . ~e e may ,be Ii, strat.egy in putting 
the meflsure in .tbl\t. way, Perhaplil thE: ,Government 8UI{I!ests a share-
twl.den;' bank, becan.'U:' th('y want it just thtl other way. ,The Government. 
per. hRP§ JflWW. tb\. thf opjlosil,' side will tnkc the re;\'el'Nt' vi!'\\' of what 
they ig.ge ~.  ,it .so. ,m".y hp,ve thought, Qf b. in gill~ ,t,h.eill ronnd to .1!hei,r 
i(t~  <1 st~te . link in tpis way. ( ~ gl te . . 1 .renieiriher ~ s ~ll 
n t~ LP a nt ~ ~  . er 80metIJpe ago in whiCh. som,ebody remarked as to 
n~w ~ l it  l ~g~l ~  ,Nehru, formep hi~ Qpini.on. o ~ olitie~l ll t~e s 
~o e,8tllly ail,a so, J!st. The Pandit was, ~ te  to havtl slud " I have 
po itiffi nlt~  ip,arriving"lIt a \0n(!lW'ljon because .w:he,! I see 11,. lWte. in 
t~f  PwrUllW ,almHt t l ~  I JWlt tllJ{e the opposite ~le  !" There, is 
,iiU;;f fhe posslt:liHty that tliis Rill may have been, brought in a similar 
way. 

j thHlk t~~t Ii s1umihoJders' bapk with some lilnitation or cotulltion 
tor flxihg thr ~ . rt(\, on. d ~ ith  tht" lin~.  o ( n~ nt ,control over 
it. whi('h iF! l g~ t~(  in this Ril , ohg.ht to Rutl\ce for ourpurpORe. What 
t m;·:ih is thIS, Rir. tl11:l1 if 8 pprrpntlilrf' of thr.. flhRl'rs were confinrd to 
Tndilln ~nf ~  ktll1 tlw linlit of hll ~  to he purchllR('d by one person WltR 
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("Nltwah Sir Stlhibzadll Abdul Qaiyum.] 

fixed at II small number, that ought to meet the objectioll of my Honour-
ubJe frielld tllt' Pundit Suh ih to It (If'Ttnin extl'n!. A WtUllthy mall nl~l~  

not be allowed to buy n lRkh of shnreH worth n crorc of rupees, and if 
there is any suspicion of foreiKn capital being invested in the Bank to 
any greal (·Xh'llt. I"t 11Wl't' hI'. Sl:lY. 7;; pf'r cI'nt. of the Khare!' specially, re-
served for Indian mont-yo That mllY lllf"ct the objection of my Honour-
able frieJl({ to soml' f'xtent. 

The: of her ohjection whi{'}1 he rai!'ed was that the Government _ would 
be depositing t,heir rmrplw; money with this Reserve Bank as they have 
been doing with the Impt'rial Bltllk, IInti that the profit 011 that surplus 
money would go to private shnreaoldel'll. What I cannot follow ia tbill, 
that if we have got It certain pereentftge of Indian money. why Khoulcl 
we grudge them the profit if it ever Jrot>s to thl'm, when the monty iR 
nnt required hy Ollvernmcmt ~ I think: it alrendy gOf>H ~hlewhe e. t 
I,a\'c not studied tlU' f:ill nnd tbfl Kpc('chl""; ,-cry thoroughly, but if tilt' 
maximum of dividf'nd is 81"0 flXf'd. tilen t1wre ill not much possibility 
of any huge Kums goinJr in that direction. Well, we should not at aoy 
rate grudge our countrymen that· money. 

Another remark whiC!h tht> Pandit 811hib mad .. was that every penny 
of this ineomt> from thiM Rf'Rerw Fund ought to be the property of the 
tax-payer nnd mUAt go to him. W .. tI, 1 11m not a gr(!at believer in the 
economy or lil~ monf'Y hy the Om-emmant of India. I do not be-
lieve t"at they will he 11K economic o\'('r expenditure 8.S the shareholders 
will he. My Uonollrahlf' friend referred to railway management and 
tbe h in~ op of priYRtf' railway lineA by the State. Well, that is .• 
~oo  ilIUldrntion ; hut he ll~  hav(> noticed that eVE'n there the preHent 
arrangementh&M only allowed II. certain percentage of profltH going to 
the ~e l~ nl rrnmne or nll ~et Bnrl the reRt if! Mpl'nt in morE' cOMtrnc-
tions 8oml'thinJr Kimilflr miJtht happf'n in thf' casp of tbiR Bank, when 
rh(> shaTt·holders JtP,t IllrQ'f' proflts of thp hl ~int . T do not m(,llh thRt 
t ht'y oUllht to haJJct O\,f'f thl' nflt~ to Ooyprnmpnt to 00 Apent like the 
( th~  t'e"f'nnt'M of Onvf'rnment. hut tbat perhapM theRe profltR will 
Mtrf'ngthen thl' flnaO(dal pogition of India aM a whole. If the control 
thronl!h the nirp.f.'tors. IlH.i" KllllA'PRtpd hy t hp Hononrahlp. the Finance 
Mf:'mhf!1'. will hrinll in th(' OO\,PTnmf"nt of Indill'lI band the control And 
supen'jRion of the inRtitution. [ do not know if thp shareholderA' hank 
wilt nof he more p1'ofltllhlt'. The qnf'Ation may 8riKe whether the1'f' will 
hf' ennugh o hfl eho t~  coming forward with AO many condition ... and 
('heekR laid on thp.m, ns they ~  not peJ'baplil carp to submit. t.o the con-
ditiona laid clown by the Ri11 01' propo14ed hy thf! Finanae Member. Yn 
that (!R!JP, of eot1)"AP. WI' Ahall have to go back to t.be State Bank. But, if 
there RTf' HhnrphoMm'M who will only eare 'nr ufe dividend" ancl at t.he 
!4omf' will hI' prf'parf"d to tllkf> a real interMt in th,. matter, I think it 
will hf' a Haff>r Anti ft' ~ol n(ff  policy to hl\vr a "hnl'f'holdel'A' hank. 

s\,. TellardH t:he ejection of a nnmber of Dire-etors from thiR 1I0URe, 
there is one tll n~ which mnJcf'1I m .. rathf'r doubtful aho\1t the Roundnelal 
M it. In the fll'Rt TlltH'f" thl' .. ler-tion of llonollrah)(' Mt'mhers of this 
Hnt1f1f:\ ;" inft11pnf'l'fl hy mnttf'rA po1it.icRl in the MllTltry. And though WP 
hsvl' hef'n fortunllfr. in having got Jrood flnnncif'rs I\tHI ex)wrt {.conomi!olIH 
like Sir PUNIhotllmdll8 TlwkurdaA and Sir Victor Sassoon in thiN House. lit 
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present we cannot be IIlUre t.hat it will always be the case. The country 
js oecasionally run by rash political ideas and Wf' may posKibly find one 
day 8 large following of Mr. JOllhi'8 friends, anu in that case the whole 
financial structure of the country may possibly be wrecked. 

Mr. N ... JOIhi: May I ask of the HOllourable Member whether 
this country does not consist of the people whom he calls my followers , 

Nawab air lahibzada Abdul Qaiyum: I do not mean to criticise 
my friend'K actiolls in any way ; but the possibility ill there and perhaps 
Wt' may get a labour majority here one day, who will not care much for 
the capitalists Ilnd their money. More.over, Homehody suggested to me 
Ilntsi(1e the Chumber that, aN MemberN of the AlSISembly, we can alway.-; . 
discuss the bank'8 affairH in thiK l~e. I think, o in~ t.o rules, we 
clln discus/; these affairs at It-ast by a Resolution if not through the Board 
of Dir('ct.ors ; there is nothinlX to prevent thiN IIouRe from discussing the 
wOl'ldng of that. institution. I do not ·know .if I am quite correct on 
this point. I am open to correction and would like to be enlightened 
hy my f i( n ~ on the opposite side on the point. I do not like to say more 
011 thp subject ; all that I want to assure my frilmdH 0ppoHite is that 
1 hl'TC is Ht least 8 little Hense in UH, that we do follow reasoning and that 
Wp rio give our votes according to our conscicnce. 

AH regard" mYHelf, Sir, if the Honourable thl~ Pandit Sahib had not de-
nied llH the right of e1pcfion, possibly I might hllve had a chance of 
(loming here all an e]cded Member more amenable to his advice and 
inftuence. I will say no more now, Sir. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Tuesday, 
the 30th August, 1927. 
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