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LEGISLA'rIVE ASSEMBLY. 

MondllY, 8th ~ il  1929. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council HoWlfl at 
Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair.· 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

RaL.lXATION OF RJllSTBIOTIONS REGARDING RBcaUITMENT OF LABOUR 

FOR TEA INDUSTBY IN AsulII. 

1483. ·Pan41t lmaIraDtha Du: (4) Uas the attention of GovemDla' 
been drawn to the article "Tea Industry and Reforms-Labour LegiIlatloa 
in Assam" pu1:lished in the BtlJie.tnan. of Calcutta, dated 26th March, 1929 
-page 91 
(b) What are the relaxations asked for in the reat,rietions regarding re-

cruitment of labour, and how did the Government of I{ldia meet them? 
Have the Government of India held out any definite hopes in advance of 
the decision of this House, or have they already done something in the. 
direct,ion hy rule-making or ~ e such other means? 
(0) What is the exact nature of the "avowed policy" of the Govern-

ment of Indio. of .. free labour and free recruiting "? 
(d) What were the proposals submitted in 19281 
(e) What is meant by "absolute freedom" enjoyed in recruiting liea~ 

Does it mean that no Sardara are Bent out and no price pe7' capita paid to 
the Chiefs of Native States-and that coolies come to the gardens of their 
own accord? 
(f) What are "the proposals now put forward by the industry in the 

form of its draft Bill ", which is hoped to be "taken into consideration 
without delay"? Will Goverlmlent be pleased to lay a copy of thOll8 
proposals snd the Bill, with other relevant papers, on the table? 

'!he Honourable SIr Blmpendra •• th Etra: (a) Yea. 

(b), (d) and (f). As I stated in reply to a question 88ked by the Honour-
able Member on the 11th March, 1929, the question of the revision of 
the Assam Labour and Emigration Act and also the representations made 
by the Tea Industry in this connection Bra under the consideration of the 
Government of India. I regret I am not yet in a position to make any 
statement on t,he subject, but I mo.y inlono the Honourable Member 
that the Government of India have .n.ot taken o.ny n.ctioit in Rnticipation 
of the decision of thit House. 

(c) 'The ioeo.I a.imed at by the Govemment of India is the ultimate 
abolition of fl11 restrictions on the movement of labour throughout India. 
I may add tha.t this policy has Qle approval of the Royal Commission on 

(2963) A 
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Agriculture. nnd is also advocated in the draft qUElKtionnaire of the Inter-
national Labour Office on forced labour. 
(0) The Government of India arc nob in n pO!lition to say in what 

senile the expression "Absolute freedom ,. wt\B used hy the Chainnan of the 
Indian Tea Association, whoRe speech wall reportecl in thl' Sfaft'H'Pnnn of 
the 26th March. 1929. 

QU"LlFICATJONfi REQUIRED FOR ApPOTNTM1'!N'j' 0)0' OVERMEN AT TRII: 

EARl' INDIAN RATI.WAY COLLIERIES, GJRTDTH. 

l~. -Lleut··Oolonel B. A. J. Gidney: (II) Will Government please 
.tate the qualifications required for the appointment of overmen at the 
East Indian Railway collierieR. Giridih" 

(b) Is it a fact that applicants holding an Indian certificate of compe-
tency to manage a coal mine are oonsidered .. unsuitable" for such ap-
pointments? 

(c) If the answer to part (b) is in the dnrmative. will GOV8l'DJDtIlt 
please state if it iM a fact that one. Mr. Dickinson. who holdR only a 2nd 
c1 ... Indian cert.ifioate of competenoy. WU8 'appointed a8 overman six 
mooths ago? 

(d) If the answer to part (b) is in the negative. will GoverDment 
please state if it is ll. fact that one. 1\1 r .• f Reksoll, holder of 1\ 1st Cluss lnditln 
certifi(late of ete ~y. and with greater experien<!c thnn Mr. Dickinson; 
waH considered by ~ e Railway Boarci as unsuitable? 

(e) Do Government propose to inquire jllt,o thill mlltter l\Dd remove any 
such distinction. thAt exiRt? 

Mr. P •... au: (a) There Rrc no' defin,it,(, rulelol prescribl'<.l for recruit-
ment of overmen in t.heRe collieries. 

(b) No: The Railway-Board have dll!lircd the Agent to rt'cruit Mubordi-
nate supervising st.a.ff for the coIlierieM IO('lIl1y if ~ i lt . 

(c). (d) Ilnd (t·). 1 understand thRt Ute eonditiolllol nt Oiridih require t1 ~t 

thero should be lIome staff with pranticul experience of work in thiC!lc and 
fiery al ~ l  IIllch ns nrc to be 'found in t.he i~ l1t  StRffordshire CORl-
fieldll. At the lim'p Mr. Jackson applied for thp appointment, t,he !I\olbordi-
nate staff WRII llC'-plctcd by retirement or by rellignlltion of n memhel'R. 
who lll\d theRe qunlifielltion!l Rod it WflR conllidered eRsentinl t.o recruit Il 
mlln with !l\lell ti ~ l (\xperiencc. UnfortunAtely Mr. JUl'kson did not 
POIlIlf'IIR thelll) po.rt,icular qunlifirnt,ionll. \Vhen Mr. Diekimum waR IIppointed 
11 few monthll E'flrliel'. t.he fit ate of the !:l1hordin atc. ['norc was sllch I·.hat it 
WIL!'\ not absolutely c!lscntiAI to hAVe n. mAn with t.hi!l RPMiAI experiencl', 
Rnd in complitln(,c wit·h thl' i llt l ~t.i  of Ull' Rnihnw BORrd. the Agent., 
E"lIt Tndian Rn.ilwl\.:V. wall ahl" t.o give him f\ trilli. . 

Lieu\ . ..(Jolonel B. A. 3. Gldne,: Will the Honollrahle l\I{'mber kinrlly 
infonn me whether it, is I.he policy ()f the Agent. of the EaRt Indinn R'lil-
WAy to recruit (,llndidRt(,R who RJ'f' not I']llnlifipd nt on(' time. Rnd to rt'fulIC'-
to ~l lit candi!l'\teF: who Rl'P. hett,('r CJllnlifirc1 ILt Rnother timt>? 

Mr. P •••• I.U: No. Rir. 

~. ~. a; Weoty: TR. it. " fRct; thn.t IndinM ,P0sReFlllinA' P.qURJ nr ~tl. e i  
qUf\1tflont.lon" to non.Tndlan en.ndldatcs hv(> {n.lled to secure "'ppoint.ments 
in thE' rail WR \. I'ollieriell? 
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Kr. P. 11.. 1l.&u: I do not think 1<0, If tit(' HOooUrllbll" Memb(\f will 
give me any P8fticullU' instance, I will mllke inquiries, 

\' JIr. K. O. lflOlY: Are GdVernment aWlife uf the general impression th ... 
scales are definitely weighed against Indiull l':m;Udlltt'S i~ the l I t~e  of 
selection to these appointments? 

Mr. p. B. ltau: If t·hllt impression cxist.l<, [ think it ill n mistaken im· 
prcssion, 

111'. K. O. llteou: Whut do t.lle Government prllpOllC to do to remove 
such an impression? Are they prepured to entrust rCl'ruitment to these 
appointment.s to t ~~ Public Service COllllTliJoll';ion? 

Mr. P. B ... u: As I have nlreadv suid, if the HonClurnhle Melli her 
gives me any specific instance, I shali C'crhlinly mnke 'inquiriet! into the 
matter, bllt it is practically i ~i le  l nlll nfraid, for Govcrnment· to 
remove these misapprehensions altoget Iwr, 

Mr. K. O •• '011: Are Govemmtmt Hwurt' of the fnct. t.hRt Indians 
pOIIllcssing fil'Flt class mining manager's eertifieatf'R, wbiJ:)h were obtained 
after It pt'riod of study in Great Britllin, hllve fnilell 10 sccmrll Rppoint. 
'mentR in the railwlI), collieries? 

Mr. P. B. Bau: I ellIl only ask Illy Honourable fri(md to bring 10 my 
notice the part.ieulRr infltanee that he hllR in mind, 

Lleut.-Oolonel B. A. I. 6140eJ: Is the HonollrRbh1 Memher I.\\,are thllL 
the officer in chlirge uf this dOpllrtllll>nt detiniteiy l'tn\.cd thut he WIlS noL 
prepared to enlist for such appointmentij any but those who have hnd coal 
mining expericace in EnglRnd? 

Mr. P. K. ltau: I have nut .i'lt!£'rI 8",' Milch stRtemen\: in the papers 
before me. • . 

Lilul.-Oo1oDel B. A. I. GidDey: If I send this tl.1 the Honourable 
Member will he kindly make in.quiries? 

Mr. P. B. Bau: Certainly, Sir, 
• 

Lieut.-Ooblel B. A.. I. GidDey: '!'lmnk you, 

THE TRADE IHSPU'l'J<:t; RILT.-t'(lnl'ld, 

Mr. 'Prul4eot: The lIolI"'£, will now resume further eonFlilierftt,ion of 
the motion that the Trade Diliput.f'1'l Hill, UR ILrnl'ndf'd, Iw pliARed, 

M1&D .obammy Sb&h lIlawu (\'h'st C ... nl.rll) ]'lIn.inh. l\lllhantlllll<lnu): 
Sir, I 11m afrRid that th"se HonourllbleMembem who IIr(' OppO!'l('o h, tlw 
pnssiug of the Trnrle DisPlltCIl Bill. un t·hc errOJU?OUR ground thnl it. will 
Atitle the trade union ml"lvemunt., ~ e not l eBII~  unden;lood t ~ object I'If 
thiR Bill. Admitt.erllv there if! 1\ Jl're,d. tina! of inlill"triBI unrt'!lt in Indill, 
nnd the' object· of tlil' Rill ill to restorl' culm, There ill not hing J't'vol\l-
t.iOnArv "bout clllullc Ifl. which iR nn the JoIl\me li .e~ liS. t·h('l English Act. 
nf Hl27. If we exnmi.nf! 1,IIt' clttUMe ve.,..' C'llrefullv, w'e lVilJ find thllt it. doe!-1 
not dNllare illegal II sympathetic strike" 1\11 ,",1I('h: Tn fllC't it dOr'R not t~lI l  

~ 2 
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(MilAn Mohammad Shah Nawaz.] 

the sympathetic strike, any more than it touches llI1y other strike, unlesa 
and until the two main conditions are satisfied, firstly, tha.t the strike hu-
any object other than the furtherance of trade disputes; secondly, that the-
strike is designed or calculated to inflict a severe, general and prolonged 
hardship on the community and thereby to compel the Government i;() 
take, or abstain from taking, a particular course of action. It certainly 
does not plsct:! unlimited power!!, 11"" suggt<sted by my Honourable friend, 
Diwall Chamun Lull, in the hands of Government. 

Dlw&D OhamaD Lall (West Punjab: Non·Muhammadan): I never said. 
thut. 

JI1aD .ohammad Shah Bawu: The Honouruble Memoer did say that. 
He very soon forgets whut he !!ays. As u matter of fact, it will he very 
very difficult for t.he prosecution to bring home the offence to the offender, 
bt:!cQuse the Crown must prove that the hurdship was severe, general and 
prolonged. 'I'he eorrcAponding section in the English Act is section 1, 
",hidl is rertainlv more lIevere t,han the clause we have before us· The 

~ li  section I" of the Englillh Act says that 1\ !ltrike should bring hlll'tl· 
ship 011 the eommlmity, while the presont clause 16 says that the hardship. 
should be s(·ycre. g(>n('ml an.d prolonged. We have, illl far a8 possible, 

~ t i te  the ~O  of the cluuse. Again, Sir, it is said that elnuRA 15 
will unnecessarily interfere with t,he private rights of the employers and 
the employeell. That is not the case. Clause 15 of the Bill will operate 
only in the abllence of the notice of 14 days, and if due notice is given. 
any individunl or n.ny body of individuals can strike, after the expiry 'or 
t,he noti,(le. The employer can also lock·out the employees aft,er adequate-
notice. 

DtW&D Oham&D L&ll: There is no notice presoribed in clause 16. 

IIlan lIohammad Shah Bawn: I IIUl referring to cluuse 15; you a ~ 

E;ltl('ping'. (Laughter.) This clnuRo 15, Sir, refers to public utility services 
which, liS 1 have ulreudy said, lire mellont for the weH·being of the country. 
'I'he Oovemmeut cuu claim t,he righi, und have the right to lee that 
the public utility Kt·rvices lire not suddenly closed down or disorganised. 
l t~ f f f  t.he strikers carulOt take advant.uge of a private right and cloae 
dOWll till' industries all of n. sudden. They cannot crcRte U public wrong. 
I I)ubmit that there iii nothing revolutionary at all ahollt ihis clause. 
C!UUIlt:! l."j (,f the tl~e t Bill corresponds to section 6 (4) of tho English 
Act o[ ] 027, which sllys thut, if Ilny t~  employed by Q 1000.1 or publiC' 
IIlIt hority breaks his cont,ract with that, Iluthority, knowing that the 
conspqllcnces of hilJ ,"0 lmmking his contruct will injure the e it~  he 
is liRble to() undergo imprisonment not exceeding thrEle months, or to pny a 
fine of ten pounds. I suhmit that we hnve also modified t.his clause 
('onl'illt'rllhk I fmbmit thllt this ill a very nt'C!eB9BlV pit'ce of legislation, 
,'b(,th ill t ~  i te .~ t  of the employer arid the employee nnd we must 
pARR it. Wr: haVe> discussed the Bill, c1suEIf' by clRu!'le, nnd t ~ Assembly 
llns plIsseo all tho clnullp.s. It is ,absolutely futile nnd puenle now toO 

e ~t tn the l)RBBing of this Bill, which deals fairly with all parties oon· 
cerorld, Sir. T Io.llpport t,he motion of th(' HonollrnhJe the Lnbour Member. 

aolOMl ~. D. Onwlord Be ~al  European): Sir. this House is about 
to pnsll whnt is lin importrmt nleRsure of labour JegilllRtion. I do ~ 
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think I elln congl.·l1tuJo.te Government (In its solution of· the Indian lAbour 
problem. Conditions of labour in India lire vastly difft'nmt from condi. 
tions of.lnbQur in the Westr-in fact conditions of lahour ill each province 
cf India ,are different from conditions of labour in other provinces. and 
.conditions of l ~  in towns are different from those prevailing in the 
rural aleas. But we find ourselves tied to the chariot wheels of Labour 
Coniertlncep at GenElva., which are controlled. in the mllin. by labour of 
the Weft". If we are to oontinue on that line. we may find our industries 
in this country severely 'cheeked nnd the laboul' which is dependent upon 
those industries for itR living. suhmitted to considerable hardship. I am 
.one of thOl'.e,Sir. who-oalthough r did not hBve the opportunity of speak. 
ing on the Trade Unions BiII-wlls opposed to the introduction a.t pl'escnt 
-of Trade Unions in India. and would have preferred something. with 
grea/jcr imagination. more suited to our conditions. the particullU' labour 
conditions in this country. I would have liked to see sOmething in the 
nature o.f /l. Labour Research BUrerRU set up in India, which would have 
gone into questions which affected our labour. endea.voured to find out 
menns of improving -.the conditions under which it works, of making the 
workers more contented Blld more efficient t\nd at the SRme time of. 
building U)l India's industries. However. Sir. hRving stRrted along t e ~ 

lines of Trade Unions, the measure which we have now discussed Bnd 
which we arp now about to pRSS is 0. necessary corollary. The very spee(l 
y:ith which Government hn.ve had to introduce it is to some extent an 
indic.'1tion of the incorrectness of their original policy of introducing tl'ftde 
lmions. Here. Sir. I would like to endoNe the remRrks of my friend. 
Sir Hugh Cocke. t.hat I consider it unsatisfactory thAt (Mvenuncnt should 
themselves agree to compromises in Select Committee (Hear, hear) rather 
than on thp floor of this Hou.se. I eRn quite lIRdel'l'tand the Select Com· 
·mittec coming ,to the conclusion that it would be hetter t.(l a~e on cert.ain 
liON. but I do not think Government should be lf t ~e  to any BllCh 
.c'ompromiseR. except, of course, on the ftnor of this House. Certain 
amendments which Government themllelves admitted and thought wert) 
Round. were rejected on this f!?Ound. 

Now. Sir, whnt are the implications in this Bill? The first clause of 
'the Dill Reeks to provide. 8S my friend Mr: Shah NaWIQZ said. a mc"ns of 
bringing to an end the t.enihlfJ industrial atrife nt pl't"sent exillting in this 
country Rnd seeks to develop the relnt.ionll hf'tween employers and labour 
'011 pE'Acef1.11 lineR. That. r undersinnd. is the first clR-use of the Bil1. The 
ef'conll ,,).cUSEl of the Rill df'tllls with (1) the limitaticm of tho POWEll'll of 
lAbour in public utility services. Rnd (2), the extent to which it CAn use 
.the ~flB  of the strike. a wEIRpon whioh I hold i& entirely and thommrbJy 
a. ti at~ today. and one which' has done much harm both to labour 
... nd to indnstrieB. Now. Sir. upon the first part of the Bill T have 
ende>a.voured to presl IIpon the Govemment thAt the cbl1ltJe whioh jlivel 
them permission to let up Conna of Inquiry and RoaMR of C'Ancilfatlon 
IIhould be more restrinliE'd in Roope. The ROUM. hnwp.ver. tlid· n,)t RCt!eTlt 
-my RDlendment on that point.. hut I W'ould uk the> Oovemment to 
:remember· that tha pClWe1' ,"Vf'tI to tbt'l1Tl is fWlnnillsive RJld not ('.()mpulllOry 
·and tn see tha.t their officillls thorollabk understand tbllt nORftinn. T am 
lIfrnid. wI,en WP. ~A  thiR cl"'1fIe into law. we will find the nmt"li II I more 
and more interfering with l"oonr cJiRTIutt>lJ. "nff to mv minff. thAt win 
mot be'! lI.ti t t ~  or in the intm'esta of t.he seUlem('nt ,., tl'Ade dillJ)ute.. 
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[ Colon!! I J, .u. Crllwford. J 
Now, !:lir, I WQuid tum t(. the right of this Bouse to limit the powers 

which it grunts to luhour with regard to the Ulie of thtl ~a  of strike. 
Those WOl'kUlO who urc CUlplo)·t!d in llublic utility services are to soma 
extent t.he sur\'ullts 01 the public I1nd have B peculilll' responsibility t() 
tho JlUblic lind a ptlcl1liar power in the URe of the strike, which are ~ 

afforded to workel's in other indUfitries or services, I think we have a 
right tlwrefon, to SlIY to tlwst! men:  "While you have the right toll ceaRC 
work i.f th!: eont\itiollS of /Ilhour lire not satisfactory, we have the right 
to I ~ t.lHlt ~  i t~ us II rmll,onllblc mclI.surc of notice, so··that, if possible 
within till.' tiult' aVllill\ble to Ill', We clln !,It'C jf it will be pol'Isible to aITive 
lit II f'llt·ikfnetor\' f,,,ttlellltmt. IIlId it' thnt cnnnot be donc nr vour demands 
;,rc lluf,·m.'1111llblt" jf Wl! C140 IlIHke lUl effort to carry on' the essential 
eervicl's reqllirt,a h.\' tilt' generul public lit Inrgc". J do not think we arc 
impl .... ir'j! nil." /,Y')"t'at hnrdl\hip in i.hut rl'Bpect on labour. I um one of 
tholle who lie l~ with Mr. Chlllmerfl thnt. if we do impose this limitation 
1m \I orlcl'ls wlll'king ill public ut.iiity tlcrvicE's, t.hen it. becomes the dut.y 
of t.hill HOUKf' to Sl\(' thllt. cnnditioD!'I of Rervice in those puhlic utility 
l l i ~  lII't' j;'I.tishLCt,ory. (Hf'llr, hear.) Now, Sir, my friend Diwnn 
ChnllllUl Lilli Jill!! Tn/uk 'l "{'ry IIf.rong plt';l thAt no re!ltriction should be 
pl.I. (.ntll(! I'i£,{ht of 111110111' to UMe the wenpOll of the st.rike on t.he main 
~ ll thnt Inhollr hilI! no other wonpon in Indin t.oday, that it has no 

ll I I1t ~til  in this Hmu\I:Oto ,'oi,,£' ita n('Ot'clll; Rnll yet, Sir, it seems to 
me from th,! CHurlll' of tlw recent deblltp t.hRt. the whole of the Opposition 
·Hmlcl,tlll II.rt". 11lhollr m{,mb!'l'fI. If m\' fril'nit, Diwan Chomnn 1,011, wilT 
not lIC'oept thill", point., then the e ~ flllct thnt the Opposition nenches have 
~f  t ~ OPPOM.,c) thiR Rill i li ~  me to the point cf vicw thnt. the:v 
'dt1Airl! to Uilt> t.hc I'ltrike Bild induI'ot.riIlJ unrest IlA R politicRl weapnn, Rnd 
thot. iI;; n t i ~ which. r submit., iR not in the interest.s of the induBtry 
or lobollr of this countr:v. Thf' i~ t Jin(,11 which Diwan Chnmlln Lall 
IlhOllld hllvl' tnken wouJ(J hnve be!'D to Tlm"A for Jm!oter 'IRbour repre-
IIfmlntilln in thiR House-hilt whnt. hilA fifO rlone?'Mle ennstitllt.ion is At 
the rnormmt lInch-r rel'iew. T hllve not Rccn nny lRbolJr org.aniBRtion which 
hllR prl'8sclt t.hnt Jloint lIpon t,lJestntlltory Commission now making inquiry 
in thifol count"·, nnrl it 1mB lWf'n If'ft toll thl1 Europeans t.() 'JIrf'SA for greater 
hpTIl!!C'ntntion for lnhollr. 1 t.hink niwnn ChAm",n I"oll himself iR Rt 
fnult in thh. r<'sTlf'et. Tn. fnct.. he hns ~t le  lRbour's right to male., 
Rllel1 n (If'mnnil. for politicnl purposes. 

T think, Rir, thil'l Bill, in thE' pOllition in whieb we have got OUl'8el"es 
In i t ~ l t·n thf' RPttll."mf'nt. 0' th(' ).abouT pTohl!."m in this ClOUD"', I. A 
ulflful .one WI' mllAt 'IN>k t ~ t  for a pPAceful A('ttlament of the 
tfiffcl't1n('PIl h",hn'f'n (,1l1"itn! nnti IflOO"r. Wf' ilo not wntlt t.() bAntfiC!np our 

t if ~  Wt" (I,., not: '''Ant to in('reoll" t.hf' bnrd8hiTlil Anil diffl('ultiea of 
c\u!' wo,.kini: rlA!lRf'!'1 in t,hi" f ll t~  'flnd T wOllld mnk!." lin ""TleRl, with 
thn flMlllnr of tlli!; Rill. toll tho",,. ~  """,sent In.h(\ur t,., f'nt"!'l' wbnlf'. 
hflltrtAtllv into H1I' ,,'or'k of ~  ~ 1 it1  (Oommill!lion. "'hirh ill IIhoJ1,l" to 
~ I lt  to t'hiF' Mnntl'Y to f''XRmint'thf' 'It-bol(' Il11Nltion "f thf' lRholl1' Tlmblpm 
"nil to ~ f  ,,'h('t.llf'r Wf' ('Rnnot· hllnil un 110m*, mnrninM'V whrreby All 
'dift"l'f'nC'f'1I hf'hwf'n I'I\.l1itnl Rnll Inb(ll1l' rnn hI' ""ttl,.ct witliout coDtrt.ant 
I!tri,f' ron" A~it til l  t. l~ llt thf' l ~ liilf . Flir. T IItTJIpnrt flIe motion. 
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JIr ••• E. Acbarya: (South Aroot cum Chingleput: Non·Mubnmmadan 
Itul"1I1): Sir, 1 d('sire to mnlw just ,a few observat,ions with R view, if 
pos!;i"J!!, to persullde my L ~ e  both on the left and on tbe right, to 
bring t., bt'ar upon this motion before the House, a certain balanced mind, 
ii they cau, in ol1r prosent weariness of body und soul ulike. As I lat 
~i lte i  011 Satl1l"duy to the tlpceches, both of the preAcnt Government. 
Mf.:mher for Indut!tl'ies uud Lubour, Sir BhupendrB Nath i~  and of 
. the future Government Member for Industries and Labour-my friend 
over· thol''', who will become I hope the Government Member when the 
Nehruife Government nIter the Slst December is estnblisbed--when I 
Jii;tl'ned to thoso specchCA. Sir, I could not help stating frankly, on. the 
4Jo,>r of tJI(' H()use, tlli1t 1 felt diSAppointed. I was di.ppointed at ,;hat 
r thought wllR the proR:'Iic tam(! .. i~ exultation of the Honourtthle Member 
on 1TI\' ·ll'It At the thought of getting bill Rill pRflfled: I was dillllppninted 
nt, what API)(,llred to' me to b(, the heighty.ftighty mercurial Taja.ic 
prOtPC;t.R from my friend on tIle i~ t  side; and between· thf'm both, 81 
n humhll' rndinn, I t l~ t  thnt T sh()uld perhaps try toO strik(· f1 Dote 
o·f 8l1fttlir. hlllnncl', Rir. lII\,' friend. Mr. Chuman I.nll. with liD eloquence· 
whi(·.h I ('llVY. though T \wmId not imitAte declared the Hill to be (\ 
IlPt'Culllt,inl rlocl.rinc, 1111 unworkable mystp.ry 8U(l so on and 80 forth, 

DtWaD Oham.aD LaJ]: T quoted 'J"Jloms8 Aequin8s. 

Mr. M. It.Achuja: :r thought they were· his own words; U1d it would 
have . bl"en hl.tter if t ~y had been hi. own warda, but he quotP4 lome· 
bOily ch't, to descrihe the nm before him with approval. All.y.",ay ht't /lIked 
with t .l t ~  eloquent'..e. ·'\Vho ~ A te  this Bill?" And alinc)St jm. 
·medintely J henri! him IIn;\' ·thnt "" demRnd had been made for part I of tbil 
. RiJI"-for the tiNt 14 clauRes I RUpf>08e he meaa ...... ·'but Dot for the ".st". 
ThRt.,Bir, I think, dillplavR the mentality of the question IS to who ",.uted 
thia Rill. He lIByS the demand ha. heen··for eJaulJetlJ to 14 but DOt for the 
~.t. Perhaps not.. But. Bir, 1 WQUld ten him-l do Dot waut to philo-
sophist, too muoh ,taday-I woulll limpJy remind hint of th..- Bngliah 
proVt'rb. "Th6Te ill DO rUIOe withollt.ll thorn", and if he wantll II roee he 
·crumot ht·lp taking the thnrn .. Iso. Thnt is my very limple answer to Ilim. 
The thorD COllies up in thtl lust t!IHU8eS of thfj Bill and he finda hi" rose 
in the first fourteen la~ Ae  And he mUlt take the thorn along with the 
roat· if he wants the ~ at BU. . 

Sir, I nm very much more 8('riollRly against another outbuJ'llt. of my 
friend. Htl hUB bc-en trying very fIlany times here to draw A distinction 
et~l e  what he cnl!ed the \\:orking cl"'Res Rnd. the non-working 01._ ill 
India: /lnd J. lll ~  I~. I~I Herlomnt'RII, put to him the C) lJf!sl ion , "Who IU'8 
the work('ri; In Indln? h he not ~ worker? Am I Dot A worker? I t.hink 
all of us ar(' workers. Therefor(1, Air, At. lent in IDdia, 80 far n. my 
humbltl lmowl('(lge of Tnliinn conditions goell-IInd 1 CIID 10'-IIOrne JittJ«! 
cJairli to how Indirln conciitionA Inirly ~ e ft11 ttl us are -trying to be 
worknnm, {,Rch flf II!! in our OWI'I WBy; And indeed, as the Lord ~  the Oit. 
put it: 

.. Kd'1latr hYIlf'allall Kllrmc 'arvah wak,ilijai, gll"ai." 

",AII.lU(\!I W'C working. workinll' h"nI, working .. day and Di,ht throup. 
the lDchnntlODs bom of tbe'very nature". 
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"Na m8 partM.ti Ka:rtavy.am tre.hu lok6.hu kinchama 

Nanavapatam avaptavyam varia eva ehtJ Karmani." 

" Nothing there is in the three worlds for me to at~ai  and yet da.y 
and. night, incessantly am I working, says the Lord." 

Indeod all of us are workers. Then why this silly distinotion between 
workers and non-workers, working olasses and non-WtJl'king olasses, the 
exploitation of the working clnsses, perhaps by rrty friend and others who 
are also, in my opinion, working classes, though perha.ps not in t ~i  

opinion. Sir, there are no compartments in life-labour, politics, sociology, 
religion, sTlirituality-to nH.' a.JI a.re various Aspects of thC' One. I do l'ot 
believe there are any compartments in life. 

As the poet hll8 said: 
•• All are but parts of one stupendous whole 
Whose body Nature is, Bnd God the soull" 

~  his poetry is bad metaphysics; for Sankhyll. philosophy he did 
not know. I would re-write the oouplet in Indian philO8Ophy : 

"All are parts of one stupendous whole, 

Com pOlled of Nl\ture,soul Bnd Super-souL" 

that is to i;ay prakriti, puru8ha and Puru.hottama. 'However, Sir, it 
rnay bo elilewhere, the unit.y ·of Indian life cannot be denied; and ~ me, 
Sir, it is idle and mischievous to go on harping on this distinotion between 
working clas86s and non-working classes. 'rhat is what the Government 
.ay-that in the name of Labourpolitioiansare exploiting the working 
elalses ood it is not for the Honourable Member to repeat that. Aud hy 
the way, let me oongratulate him-I hear he is going to serve on the 
Whitley Lubour Commissjon-but 81 I said,  Sir, we are all one, lab(}Ul'erl 
and non-labourers-we are all working men here. 

Now, Sir, comi!lg to the Bill before us, I believe from my own pe1ll0naJ 
experience, that clause 15 is almost necessary because it deals with what 
are called public utility services; but I cannot say that I will accept ~ a B 1 

16 and 17 and 18 unreservedly. Rut al I have already said, here is the 
first attempt at legislation upon the lubject; we are jUlt attempting it; 
and it must certainly Bnd naturally take some time before it could be made 
acceptable to all ooncerned. I do not think anybody oan claim to bring 
in a perfect measure at any time-not even, I say. when my friend there 
comell into JX,wer; ~ if he is so sure of achieving the great Swaraj which 
he ~  I alike want-well here is this Bill; and by this time next year, 
or in the next two years when he comes into power, let him, bring in All 
amending Bill to eliminate olauses 17, 18 and. 1\}. In the i ~ta e  

Sir, the quelltion is whether we should accept the Bill as a whole, or 
reject the 'Rill as 1\ whole; and in rejecting the Rill, reject also those dause. 
which Bre reBlly helpful Rnd necessary; and in spite of my hesitatbn I 
would perhaps be forced to say that I would rather aocept the Bill: 

Now one single instance must Buffice. The latest newspaper ll~ t 

mc tWA prE'ss mesllage with regBrd to some labour trouble in my own City 
of Madras. It roads thuI: 
"Chaolai Mill. Strike. l .... boar Commi •• ioner'. Intervention. Madras, April 5th. 

Two repNlllllltati_ of tIM Board of Directol'll of the Cboolai Milia arrived in ·MIId .... 
tbit mominl from Bombay, with fall po_n to d.&l with the .ituldion ~i t  
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Chunlai ~ il  ll l ~. I~. cl,mfl'r1,\·d \\jfh Ilu' ,,\-nl'k(\I'S .HIt! tlll' Lallll\ll' llll l~l ll  in 
the aflt~l l .lIll. ll11t nil dt'ci"li, II ~ati fal lll .  It I III)tl! al tifl~ InfO. 1 1 \'"(H 1 rl':leht·d. 

J{"g-anlillg pI·ivil".I;!<' lea,'''. Ih .. , Lllho,,!' lll li ~iOll  ,,,h'I><od' both I'urti"s 1.0 think 
()Vt;lol' the pr(jp() .... a ~ l l l~ lll il1~  the tiiscu:-.::;ion. :Iud tu ~l l a ~lill at tho t l li ~i lle  

ff l.~ iu·nlOl"row Ilwl'lIin;. 

,\ m"tlt.in>.( of thl' ""I·I.e'·, was (',,1,1 thi. "'·"Ilin:.:;. WIt"U I h .. ·i,. f ~I 111 all I ~ la ~  
tlw Dirpd ors' prOptlsn}:,>. Tht\ 01('1) UII:lIl;1II0u ... 1), n'jN,tt.·,1 tilt' modih"at inn ~ .I1 . ~t . 

nn till' 1!\,IlUTlll that. a Jar!!" ~l till  of work"I" "''I"ltl I", <li"qualill",1 from llIil1ill~ lilly 
!;"'tefil from s"ch a nwasul't· ... 

Here is It l'OIwl'de il1starl('(' (If ~  li~ l tl  nllt ~ I t Rl'ttlp,l. bdwl'en (hI' 
lnholll·prs illld the pmpl,l\"'r;< in l\J flrll'as. ITo\\' will M!·. ChfllllRI1 Lnll. ~  

lnbour Icnder (Ll\ughh'!')-h()", will he Aol,,!' t.hif; prohh'Tr\ in Mudra" ~ e t 

~  gl'tt.ing ~ l  ('nneiliatinn hOllrd IIJlpoinkd /If! provilll'lj for in t i.~ niH? 
If ] Wllllt IdauiSl' (j of the Bil1 passed, as so(m as pORsibll', in ordor thut tbis 
trollhl" ill :\lnlll'lI,; l11ay h" "l'ry SOOIi got uver, IJlltUl'lIlJy Illy HOllllllI'lIhk 
fri"IIII Hir BhupI'!Hira :Suth l\lilm wants (.0 hllvo his 1't!I', t.o pass t1H! wlldll 
thillg, PllSS (,jalls/' (j ,dong with the other clausl's. Hhull we havl! ...JauBo 
6, "hall w,' hn."!' Sill Ill' way for lIppointiug II !'llneiliatioll board lind IlOuring' 
oil Oil thl' tl'lIl1l:ll·d wllll'rH in the l\Illllrus labour worl,l, and therdore shall 
WI' ~lIl t t I", IIollourabll' Hir IIhllpl'ndm ~at  Mitra in pas"ing till' Bill 
torLI.'-:1 Or "hall WI' t nkl' III \' IlollourublL' fril'nd '" adviel' Imd illl v, "There 
nrl' ~Ollll  pOl'lillll'" that ar .. IIhjl.'l'tifillahll" il~ UpUIi the whole U;ing.·' As 
!l I'I':1C't ivai Illall, I wlluld likl' to hll\'" II s(ll'erly solution; nnt! so I ('hllllflt 
h,'11' ~i ill  );!lllll' l Il~IIl L  ()f fluppurt to the ll!lT\ouruhle Hir Ilhu)Jl'lIdm 
Kath \{ilra ill SI"'illg that this Hill i:; IJlISl'>l'd a" Hoon II~ possibll', III III·dol' 
that ~l  trollble's II;UY COllie tu 1IT1 ulld ut Oll ~. AI! rt'gurds those l';IIIll>CS 
which !'('Iak to illegal strikl'R and lock-outs, though I CllnrlOt give Illy llll-
~ti tl t1 "'"p(lllrt, Htill th,y do not rt'lllto to whllt 1Il1l)' hI! eulled the O\'dinury 
life of t I .. , labour world. Tlll'y fire l'xeep!ional lIIatt.llrs, which ;wholly 
wants to hnppl'll ,'vcry lIlly; IUld theRe eXel'ptionlll inc'iril'nis will lmve to 
bt' ~ l l  ns tilt'\' eOIIlL' ulltkr !.Ill' bl'st luws that we (mil think of. In 
('OIlI'S/' IOf t iml'. ~ \\'1' gain l'''pI'riI'Uee, we shall be uLI!, to lmllct, iii pil'('(\ of 
It"gi"lntillT\ which will hI' hnth ROlllld ill prineiple nlld helpful in pradlctJ. 
111 tlll''''I' l·in·IIIIH,tulU'l'!!. rl'llIetantly \I'ith r"glull to tho Illter portiou .. , and 
""I'Y I I ii~ ill I t ~ll l t" III" l'"rli,'r 1 1 1I1~1  I pl'U\,IlSl' til giVt· Illy I'1I1'port 
to this Bill. 

·Mr, C. S. Ranga Iyer (Hohilkund aud Kumllon Divisions: !\oo, 
1\1111111111111,,,1:111 Hlu·:tI): t:'ir, j do llOt ""I' 1'\'1' to C'\·!, with IIll the th,'ee 
"Jll':Lk,· .. ",. I ~ all (Ilk,· till' lllst !;/Il'llkl'r fi ~l. '1'11\: JIoTiourubl!.' !\1"I1IIJcr 
fo!' t'hillgl"PII1. \\'h" ohviousl.,· l .~llI  tll I.w ill the 1111 h it. of ('oulli,ing t.he 

i I II~ lll'i .. rt, th," ILr,' hate/It,d. ""id tllllt till' I-Inllollmblc l\I('JIl'J.<!r frl.lIl 
Lahore is goillt; t" 1.'1(' Oil a pari il~ lll  lllll lli ~i ll. J. lit IIII.\' .. at .... :l '" or, iy 
,,·illill:.! III !,I'IIe"t'" 011 publislll'd Illtrllllllll·l,II11'lItS. j do IIO,t Sl'I' 1111)' l;ul'h 
IInnnUIll,t'Il1t'II( ill tlll' 1I,'\\'''p'1Iwrs, th'"lgh I have lin dllu!.t tllllt. if the 
l[IOllnllrahl" ~ t 1II11l 1  i!; giw'll 1111 npl'llrlllnil\' t" Iwrv,' (III tllIlt C"IIlJlli,.!;iOIl, 
It" will rl'prl'-;l'lIt th.' l'IIIHI(' of lahour ill thl' spirit ill whi!'.h hI' hilS I"('T"'('f;"nt, 
"d it ill this House, of which the lui>ollr l ~l tllti ei1 iUHide thill Hou .. e 
a", \\,,.[1 a-I>lIbiti,· ill Ii,,· 1'1,1111/1',1' h"",' 111'1'11 right "r,,"d. 1 elfl lIo! ""I' .. ,yl' 
to ""1' with lljw'llI Ch"lllnn Lall IlI"lIl,jf in r('gllrd tl, pertain oVtlcrvutionl 
I", ';Iillf... ahout t~  gOlllj ~llti1 !n this B,ilL He lai ~ t .... f.~~  
til"rt' t~ certmn good thlngB. mthe.BifL,-·Uwl· .... '·.., a~ 1V1th him, 
1 must concede that the Honourable Member for Labour hUR Ilm)glltf3d --_ .. _----------
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to himself the role of Providence, of whom it is said that Providence wisely 
mingleth good things with bad. The Honourable Member for Labour hAS 
wisely put in good things and bRd things in this Bill, but the bad t.hings 
seem to predominate over the good things, and I for my part would reject 
that Bill and ask the House to reject the BiH, even as Labour Menrbera 
in the House of Commons rejected the Bill there. 

This leads me, Sir, to the observations of Mian Mohammad Shah Naw8.2. 
Anything cOIning from Mr. Shah Nawaz must be treated with great Iespect. 
I admit, though Mr. Shah Nawaz ill Q conservative, he is a sincere con-
iI~ll V ti e. lind I IIDI prepared to concede that Mr. Shah Nawaz does not 
eec ~t iIl  revolutionary in the ~ i  Act. l~ lt Mr. Shuh Nilwaz is 
not in t(}uch with the labour movement. though T udrnit hill knowledge of 
tlw IlIw ill perfcct-I IIdmit, he spoke only from the la.wyer's point of view. 
Bul, for the English labourer'lI point of view, ·for the English socialist's 
point of vil'w, I would ask Mr. Shah Nawaz to rend the speeches made in 
the HOlll>fl of (Jommoll!3 on the subject. I would ask him to read the 
speed! of Mr. Ramsay Macdon8ld; I would 6sk him to read the apeec:h of 
Mr. Snowden. Ilnd otlier Labour I~ea e  in the House of Commons, includ-
ing thllt of my tlsteenred friend Mr. Otlorge T.ansbury. If he reads t,hoae 
speeches, he will find thllt, so far 8S the IIOcialists in the House ,)f Com-
monR are concerned, they look upon the recent English Act 8S 11 l'f.'ovolu-
tionllry piece of legislation, and if Mr. Shah Nawaz were to go to EnglRnd 
nnd nttend a few election meetings during the coming general electbns, he 
would find that one of the most important issues on which I.abour is going 
to fight the Clonllervatives-and though' prophecy is a dangerous role in 
politics, l.abour commllndll the future of the British public life and T,:lbour 
. is very likely to beRt fJ.1e Conservatives to their knees; in any case they 
Rrc going to roise their. number in t ~ Houae of Com'Dlons--the issue OD 
which they are going to fight the general election, at any rate, one of the 
issues, one oJ the most important issues, is the revolutionary piece of 
legislation which was rushcd throug-hthe British House of Com'mOU;! by 
the Conservative majority. 

llian Kobammad lbah Haw .. : No. e l ~ e t ill the main iasue_ 

Mr. !'. A. ObIbDtrI (Alsam: European): Is the Honourable Member 
going to st,and for Parliament as the Labour Member for Whitoohape\? 

Mr. O. I. Banta 1,.,: It is alway. amusing to hear the Member repre-
senting ASR8m planters oceasionall" emerging from bis sphinx-like lilence. 
But I am now concerned with the Rrguments and the observations whit:h 
were JUl\de in this HOUle, though I om sure thE' HonourAble Member is 
ruther intONated in what i8 hnppening in his own C'.(luntry. Mr. Shah NawRz 
referred to t ~ ~li  AClt.. 1 aRk. how Rnd when WAS the E ~i  Act 
i t ~e  in the HOUle of Commonl and rushed through the House of 
Common8? There is a socialist movement in England. Time Wfh\ when 
thel'f' WRII only one Labour Member in t.h£' HOllse of Commons. 'roday 
I.abo\lr happens to he Hill Majeaty's Opposition. The trade union move· 
ment. hilS Ilcquired great strength. Rnd is at present very strong. 8S should 
be evident to a ~  one who witnessed the lost ge.neral strike. Tht'relt>ft, 
the Conservatives thought that they m\lst obstruct l.abour by legiMutjon, 
and sUQ('.eeded in getiling that Act on the Statut.e-book. But, Sir. wbat 
is the condition, r ask, of the trade IInion or labour movement in t,hi. 
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country? To pass this Bill, with thosl! particular clauses which t ~  

oapitalists like' Mr. G. D. Birla do not approve-to pttSS this Bill with those 
ciuuses is just like strangling a child in its cradle. It. is t i ~ ",hort of 
strangling Q child in its crttdle; and Sir, I charge the Honourable the Labour 
Member with committing an act of that kind by bringing in legislation of 
this· nature, strangling the young trade union movement. 

Mr. E. Ahmed (Rsjshahi Division: Muhammadan Rurdl): Strangula-
tion means mllllslaughter or murder. 

Mr. 0.8 ........ l1er: My HonourablE! friend Mr. Knhet'r-ml-din Ahmed 
talks of manslaughter and murder. Thill is certainly sillughter (If the trod", 
union movement. It mlLy not be the slaughter of one mnn; it is certain-
ly 80 attempt to slaUfthter a movement, aod I must· illI.V fmnldy t.hnt, 
if this Bill is pBssed, 8 Bill whi<lh is more drastic, "'hieh is more l ~e t 

than the Public Safety Bill, which only deals with a handful of 8uJ'Jloscd 
}1nglish undesirables, if this Bill is passed, I am sure it will 1\",II:'lIr that 
the Uovemment have made up their mind about tlw Illbollr nnd sociaJiMt 
movemf'nt in this country. I ask why Colonel Gidnt'y, of all mell, shou1<l 
be afraid of I"bour being brought into polltiOll. HilI! not Illhour th£' i~ t 

t·o take part in polit.icR? 

Lieut.-Oolanel B. A. 1. QldDey (NominRted: Anglo-Indialls): It was 
~ ~ el Crawford who &aid it . 

• Mr. O. 8. JtaD&a Iyer: I beg your pardon. I lI11k l ~ tll l'rllw(ord-
is not lnbour in bis own couut,ry t,aking part in politicR',' I .. not. Lllbour 
iHis Ml\jesty's Opposition' in the House of Commoos? Dll(,S t~ llot know 
how· the trade union movelnent is worlCing in his "own (!tJuotry" Why 
deny politics to 'abOUT? I.abour iF perfectly entitled to exer(·ilw its right 
to take part in polities. 

OOloDell. D. 0rawfaId: I never denied politics to labour. I 1I~I. t

cd that labour should not do it by means of strikes. 

Mr. O. 8 ....... 1'.: Hbre ClOllles tbe sympat.hy of lilt' H"llfluruull' 
Ilnd gullant Colpoel for labour. ~  wRnts too prot('ct Illbour (rom Atrik"H. 
He ought to know that the strike strikes the strikers tllt'nJRI'lv(·H. 1 MY. 
Bir, thRt labour is t.'Dtitltld to strike when 8 strike is IlC!C'·RRury. How can 
labour improve its prospects otherwise? A situation doet; conw in I'v!'ry 
country when the dividing lines between labour and pnliti(l!! ht·couw "I'ry 
thin .• When labour i. in the whirlpool of politics IInll politiC's ill in thl' 
whirlpool of labour, socialism shall m.arch lit, .t~ly  lie) powerfully untl 
80 furiously that the Congress will have to hide its dill1inillhcd 11I·I.d. 

It ill not the politiciaD who is goinll to exploit labour. HE' IIhnnll1 not 
('xplllit, nnd cannot exploit. It is labour which is ~ i l  tn exploit the 
politiC-iam. I um perfectly in agreement with l ~1 ('ruwforrl whpn ht! 
lIays that !/lbour should not be I'xploited, butt, t ~  whn hu\'(· \\'nlcl1l'rI t ~ 

oem-cu-operation mov{·mcnt· know that if, WI\8 tJIE' ohj.·C'1 of it·1iI peat 
foundt·r Dot t.() mix up l"bour and politics T happpn tn hl' tht' fUl/n,ler (If 
1\ big labour union in J,ucknow, and Although J have !«'wred III~  ('on· 
nN't.ion with it owing to !trent I'eRpol)sibilit.v and prci-()('(:upntion. m." hi 0 
f Bte ~ e  'riends, one of whom was 1\ Member of tbifl .RoU!;!'. Pnndlt Hur-
bran Nllth Misra, Itnd the other of whom, Ghaudhri KhnJi()-u1.-Zalna, WIIB 
the Chllirrnan of thf' Municipality. were thf.' office bcal'f'r;.1 of t.hat Lnlio1Jr 



LBGl8LATIVE AS8EMBLY. [8TH APRIL 1929. 

[Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer.] 

Coion. When Mahatma Gandhi was in Lucknow in the height of the 
non-co-operation movement, in the enthusiasm of their ~a t  the labour 
men struck work and went to have the great Mahatma's Jar.JLan. I shall 
tell you what the Mahatma said. He asked those non-co·operators who 
had anything to do with the strike', to resign. because these men had no 
business to strike, even to the extent oC going to the railway station in 
·order to hav8 his darBhan. No responsible politicnl leader has exploited 
labour, and labour will refuse to be exploited. A time ill bound to come 
when th£' excesses on one sid6 will btl answered bv idioBvncrllsif's on the 
,other, wheu blundering stupidity on one side . will be IUlswered by 
intransigent action on thtl other. Sir. \\"hen a labourer strIkes. he harms 
'.himself, and, by passing Q Bill of this kind, you cannot stop labour from 
striking. You cannot st,op it any more than you can stop the waves of 
the sen. This is therefore Q Pllnickv plt"ce of legislation. It is unneces-
sary It'g'islation. This. is legislatfon which tlihouldnot be· on the 
Statutt!·Look for exactly the reasons which have been embodied in 
the dif'lseuting minute of my friend, Mr. J amnadas Mehta. and others, 
Therefore I oppose t i~ ea ~. It. i. a 1"l'8At pity ,that it was referred 
to the Select Committee at 'all. but it would be a greater pity if it was 
placed on the Statute-book. 

Kr. J'ull ~ Jt&hlmt. '(Bombay Oentral Division: Muham-
madan Rural): I rise to oppose the third realting oftha Trade Disputes 
Bill. It may appear a little awkward f9r 8 person who has all along work· 
··ed for that Bill, asked Govei'Dlnent to introduce that EilIand carry it in 
'the last Simla session, to' oome forward now and oppose the Bill. Sir, 
1 Bsked for n divis(on on my 'amendment, And I will just show to the 
-arouse that four things ~ a e been revealed by that division. One is 
that the S\,\'&.rajiHts can al~ into the Government lobby without the least 
,hesitation. (Opposition Bench6l: "The Government followed us".) The 
second is that Government can deliberately create tension between It\hour 
and capitalists. The third is that there is no unity of action between the 
ProvinciAl and the Central GOvernments,and fourthly. tlll~t Government 
oannot be trusted. as 8ccording to t,he Bill '8 trust is eoing to be-imposed 
,011 them. 

Kr. '1'. A. Obalmm: Fift.hly, Government can vote in the Swarajia_ 
lobby. (Laughter.) 

1If. J'1Ial Ibrablm 1t.Illblltulla! I shall deal with the las' point firat. 
'and in order to develop the last point, I shall bave to trace somewhat the 
history of this legislation. 'rhe Commercia.l conununity has, aa I pointed 
-out, aeked for this l~.lati  and t.he representative of t ~ commercial 

ll it~  prt!folled in the last Simla session that the Bdl should be 
-puled iuto low in that session. qovernmE'nt: for n3asons best known ~ 
themselves, ~ I  forward with a ddntory motion and aaked that the, Blll 
be sent out. for circulation. Now, Sir, what is the ide8 of. circulation? 
The idea of oimulation is to find out whether tbe Eill is perfect or can be 
improved; secondly to find out the opinions of th08e who Bre interested in 
the Bill 88 to whether they favout it 88 it stands. or "'bether they would 
like to make suggolltions which would be acceptable to Government and to 
,the House. Therefore. Bir. it was the Bombay Government whc made ,. 
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useful suggestion, and that was backed up by the commercial community 
d Bombay and their opinion is this: 

"The Governor in Council i, of opinion that II; provilion in the Bill may be made 
to the elect that, as IKJOn al & mattt'r in dispute has hwn referred to a Court. of 
Inquiry or a. tribunal, picketing should at once become illegal in IIlI itt forms ...... 
it should relIIain Illegal in case the decision of thE' tribunal doe. not l'tIIIWt in peace. 
The Local GovernmE'nt rllpl1rt thAt the Chamber of Commel'L'e, Bombay, the Ahmedabad 
Millownere' Alsociation, the Indian Merchantl' Chamber, t·he Bombay Elect.ric Supply 
and. Tramw.y. Company and tht> Director of Information and Labour lntellige_. 
Bombay, ,,)so are of the opinion that a clause should be inaerted in the Bill to make 
picketing iIleltBl. The Commissioner of Police il strongly of opinion that picketiDI 
cannot be dealt with under the Indian PE'nnl Code and, if it is tn hp, dealt with, ji 
must. be prohibited and made iott, a subetantive offenee." 

As Honourable Memberll have here pointed out, this opinion was debated 
in the Select' Committee, and it wns dropped for reaSODS other than the 
merits of this amendment. . The Chairmnn of the Select Committee hal 
told this' !House that the ~ll  were that the. S(.leot 
Committee was afrllid that, if this provision was embodied, it might have 
led to the re-circullltion of the Bill. or t.h(' nmendment might nQt l~ll e been 
within the ROOpe of the Bill. It WnR for thia reRson that Air PU'rshobui1. 
das Thakurdas, thE.' representative of the comQleroial communit}, 91 Bom· 
hay, did not press this amendment iu the Select Committee .. This fAot 
was revealed bv the Chllirman. of t ~ Select ('A)QJmittee before t,his House 
the other day.· Now. fiS rej.(nrds t.he second point. you hnve, Sir, already 
l~  that the amendment WRS within t·he scope of thi!! Eill. .The other 
point WRli' that the very idea of circulRtion would be e~t ye  i1 the Seleot 
Committee were afraid of the question of e~ it lati . This Bill WM 
i at.e ~a  every opinion received in the Seleot, Committoe should be 
C'oDBid8l'E!'don i.s own ~e i  otherwise the circulation of t.he Bill would 
have betlD meaningless. What is the good of Circulating a BiU when you 
ref·use to oonsider the sug,estions made by various people to whom the 
Bill is referred ? I think, therefore, that it is very wrong. On tbe part of 
the Government, to have' ~t up here nnd opposed the amendment on the 
ground thnt they were afraid of re·circulation. 

Now, Sir. it ail~ 'one 'feTy importan.t point to which I woulc) parti. 
cularly Jfke to draw the attention of the House. It ift tbis. that the 
Hon$>urable Member in charge of Industries BDd Labour told thil Rouae 
that be WAS not prepared to accept the amendment limply on tbe groUlld 
that. three members of the Select ('.ommittee told him that he had arrived. 
st a oertnin agreement. Now, Sir, eRn aDy Govemment be trusted, whioh 
would come and tell this House that it is not preplU'ed to agree to any 
useful suggt!lstion m'Bde on this Bill before this House. Sir, you ha'fe 
been blamed. whether rightly or wrongly, b)' Sir Darey Lindsay for becom· 
ing a dictator in this House. Now, ,,·hat ill it that .the Government aUl· 
tude is in e~  to this Bill? If it ill not an attitude of dictatOl'llhip, 
then I should like to Jrnow wbat it. is. Tbev actuallv come nnd ten tbl' 
House that they are not: prepared to Rccept Rny 'amendment at all Ami 
maintain that the Bill is for the bt'nefit of CApital and laboW'. The 
Honourable Member all10 say. that he is opposing the amendment lIimply 
beCAUse three individual members of t.hE-Select Committee have tnld him 
that there was. eertnin a~ t t IlJTived lit. Now, this aJTan,rement 
was not arrived at in the Se'ect Commlttt>e at ,,11, because. if it were 110, the 
Honourable Member would have made a ctAtement to that etfE'.ct when he 
moved the conlideration of tbe BilJ, ond it would not have been repudiated 
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(In lilt' floor Ill' IIII~ H'lm;!' hy Ih(' ChnimJlUl (If t ~ Selent itt~ . SllY, 
~  if it. i!04 true thllt t.here wns a certuin arrangement., wus the Honourable 
Member '·i.g'ht in nllowing a free discuflsion in this House and then opposing 
the unlt'udrIlellk not I)n the merits of It, but on the f:'l"rJUnd t.hat he had 
IIrriv('d nt " eertnin Ilgreement? 
X()\\', 1110 I l~ l  thc Provincitll Government., 1 am very much surprised 

thlLt thl' t~ t lI tflti  of th('\ Provincial GoverntDcnt here, my friend Mr, 
AtJillOfl. tlhould hnv(' Ih()ughl, it. proper t.o have voted against that IUllend-
mf'nt, A", I 111 ~ t lIud it, Sir, the representatives of the Provincial Gov-
emnll'flts lire tolt'nt to the ASRemblv to look nfter the interests of the Pro-
virll'ial Vl l ~ lt  nne1 t() draw t,he ntten.tion of the Government of India 
t.o tht) 1lIlIlt,pr in thill HOII!'fl if the i tf~ e  of the Provincial Government. 
lire 1101 Inokpc\ aft.!'r. lIt·rl1 ill my friend, Mr. Allison, representing the 
Romhll.\· (lowrnment· in this HOURS hut voting against the amendment. 
Mr. Wi'l," II~ IlI'rc, hut Iw did not: vote' on the amendment. I give him 
rreilit for i i ~ neutml . 

. Mr. X. B. Aney (Rel'ar e e~ 1 tl ti e  He fell sick. 

lIIr. I'&&al Ibrahim :aa.htmtWla: !ie WIIo8 in the House. 

Mr. S. SriDlvlIa lJegpr (Madras City: Non-Muhammadan Urban): 
We l.Iol'e glad to rtlcoive this information. 

Mr. I'ultl Ibrahim lI.ahtmtuUa: 1 would now lib to mention 110 point. 
or two about the speech of my friend, Diw8I1 Chaman LaU. He wid us 
the other day thllot I had not reud the proviaioDa of the English law. Now. 
1 huve lold hiJil more thap once, thu.t it is ail right for us to see the pro-
visions of the English llIow, to study them IWd to be 'guided by them. But 
the conditiolls in this country IiUld in Engl&nd are quite difterent. We 
have here hl.lrdly 7 per cent. of the literate class, whereas in ED4Jla.n.d there 
ure 07 l.Jt'r cent. lihlrate people. The second point is that in England tlhey 
hll\'C respontlible gOVl'mment. whereas we have Ito government which is 
not r('f;ponsiblc to this House. Therefore, Sir, if any legislation is to be 
brought forward,' it. mUl'lt be judged on its own merits, having regard to 
the conditions in ihis count.ry. Now, whllt does my friend, Mr. Chaman 
Lall, rio? t~ eomt's forward and reads the Bnglish Act, but when he is 
ul'Iked whether he iR prepared to RCt'apt its provisions. he says "No ", 
lind Iw fi ~ ftmlt with the amendment which I had moved in this House. 
I hop", Sir, my friend Mr. ChmnnD I."n will think twice when he iii crying 
for independence, not t·n follow blilldly the English provisions in the Trade 
Disputes nm. 
I wnnl.  Iherefore. t.o make ~  pOllition clear. I have ruwaYIl main-

tl\im·,l that., when t his HOURS nccept.1I the motion for efe i ~ a matter 
to (\ Rt·l(·ri Committee. it. is undcrl'ltOCld find it, ill implied that the House 
!\CI'PI'I!! I he prinl'ipl!ls underlying the Rill. Therefore. I have n)wllYII mllin-
t."int·iI th"t. l i ~ a('('epted t.hat, motion. it. iR ~ for this HOI1R!) t.o 
ohj('(\t, to the mot ion for consideration. Bllt if there is Any fl.mf"nrlment 
mncl" which i~ nnl ~ i ~ to the ",-jllheR of any individual memher or flny 
individunl party. it iR i~ t. at t.hiR RIBge. whp.n t.he motion for tllr third 
rellding i~ m1lrl!:'. to 0PPORI' it. Rna to Rhow that. t,hr Bill, Alii A whole. ill nl'lt 
I\t'C)I'!lb\hll' t.o \11l heraURp. '''1'' find that, without the rll\\1seon llirketinll. 
whirh ill. M T h8VE' pl'linted out. itll cOl'Oliarv. it would detltnrv it" lltnitv 

. '. . . 
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There is ~ t e  Il ~ t of the question, to which I would like t.o draw 
the atteution or the Government. Government have already acoepted the 
merits of t,he umenrJrnent, but they have pointed out certa.in difficulties. 
Ido not know whether those difficulties are rea.l, but if they are real, then 
they are entirely wrong in principle to have committed t e ~l e . to this 
Bill without tnking t.he deciFlion of this Houso and without Judging the 
merits of the 9uggeRtionR t.hat mny be put forward by this House, But it 
is still 0PCIl to Government. when the Bill, if it is passed here, goes, to 
the Council of Rttlh', and if any Member of the commercial commumty 
gives· notice of 8 Elimilar amendment there. to reconsider a.nd have this 
Bill amended there. I Rm throwing this suggestion to the Government 
b&<,a,use they cannot ,111t forward the pIeR that it is too late to embody 
that provision in the Bill. 

With t.hese words, Sir. I 0ppORO the third reRding of the Bill. 

Lteu\.-OoloDll II. A. 3. GldD.,.: Sir, my rema.rks will be very few at 
this stRge of the Bill. My chief reason for getting up is to support what 
has already heen silid so fully by my Honourable friend, Mr. Fual 
Ibrahim Rahimtulla. Sir. it was ~  unfortunate that Government 
thought it neoessary to rejeot his amendment RS, in my opinion, it forma 
the, very nucleus of the Rill. Without clause HI, the rest of the Bill 
as an antidote to the present labour unre.t Rnd IItrikea seems almost 
'Valueless. • 
Surely, Slir, the Honourable Member in cbarge of Industries has 

12 N ample evidence before him to realise that more harm is done 
00.. during, labour unrests a.D.d strikes by picketers than by those 

who actually refuse to work. Surely the Pllst history of labour unrest, 
with its bloodshed, its dislocation of traffic in this country, is sufficient 
'flvidence for the Honourable Member to realise that this clause waB Ii very 
necessary one for incorporation. in this Bill? 
• Sir. I hope this Bill will be passed, Rnd when it is a fait accQmpli it 
wHl form a milestone in the history of labour in this country, which will 
be far its improvennmt and security. But I doubt very much if this Bill 
will be of much practicnluse, for its practical effect will amount to 
nothing, You will not be able to operate it, effectively as you have not the 
jail accommodation. It. will therefore have a et.e~t. effect only. CI\Il 
the Honourable Member assure this House that the pR!lsage of thil\ Bill 
will he any IIntidote to the .present labour unrest and RgRinst I'Itrikes, to 
t.he extent that he thinks it will be? I submit it; will not. so long as flome 
'r-Iause is not incorporated which makes punishftble with jail the activities 
of picketers. It is all very well legislating against t,hn ponr ignorant work-
mAn. the mft,n who readily accept. the advice of hill ring Jeade"_ nnd mn\' 
be. drops it as soon as it hBa heen aoeepied. It 111 on URe legislRtin!! for 
tbfl punishment of t.he striker and letting IMile thORP political wire-puUel'll, 
thol'll" leRders of lIuch unions who control these IAhl'mr unioD". men who 
Iny t.he gun powder fUflellof strikes for the workmen to Ret & i~ t  ThORP 
nre tht' people who I'Ihould he caught and punished more l'Ievel't"l" thll." 
the workmen. anil nDt to include in this Bill SIIC'h II metlllure of te~ti  

ill, R!II T hn.vt'l RRid. to net!At,ivll its value from thl' practical point of vie'\\'. 
Tberf'fore T support what, mv friend. Mr. FaVoal Rfthimt,ulla., R.id whf'll h4' 
appealed to the Honoumble Member and offP1't.'d rum n ttin trI ('''in or 
e ili ~ from the prellent unfortunate position I'reRt.ed by the mjMt,ion or 
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lLieut .. Colone) H. A. J. Gidney. J 
(.laU!>f' In. The Honournble Member would have done wisely if he had not 
8'n'cen to t.he l~ l i  of tbis dRUSC ouhide the House 111'1 11 resUlt of & 

J,;ivnte settlement with· some Honourable Members of the Seleet Com-
mit.j!,!,. Rllt, the opportunity is yet in the hllnd!\of the Honourable e~
her, fr)r when thill Bill ill considered by the CouncIl of State, I hope he will 
not. !\tnnd In t·he way of giving them the opportu;nity ~f inrorpornting clnuse 
1!l in it anc1 retum it to us for final consideration. I appeal to the 
RonrJUrable Member to lIeethat the Council of Stat.e be given an opportunity 
to. ~tif~  what I consider to be Reriolls omission of this House. 

TbeBouo1Uable Sir BhupeDdra BaUl Kiva (Member for Industries ftnd 
Labour): Sir, the di!!cussion again has (\entred round clauses 15 and 16 
of the 'tiill lind the c18UIICI! consequentilll to clause 16, 1I})art from .the 
diversion cr('nh,d by my friend, Mr. Fn1.BI Ibrnhim nahimt,ulln. and his 
RnpportE!lS,. to which I shall refer later on in the oourse of my speeoh . 

. I had no intention of mnking a long speech at, this stage, but I Bm 
afraid I r.annot help it, for myfriendAopposite will probably claim that. 
I have been overpowered by the f ~ of their f,rguments. (Hear, hear.) 

JIr. S. SrIDlv .... IJ'equ: But everything that was said was very true r 
'1'he Bouo1Uabl, Sir BUpeDdra Bath Kltla: At the snme time there is 

nothing new ill thoRe arguments. My friend, Mr. Sriniv8sa l'yengar, began 
hy saying that, if he could be I,erBuadt!d t.o accepting this measure, un· 
doubtE'dly I could have persuaded him .. Now, Sir, that is my difficulty. 
I cannot persuade people who refuse to \>e persuaded. and as my Honour-
able collengue to my right said the other day, not even an archangel could 
persuade my friends opposite, Bnd 8S I do not claim to be a super-archangel 
or anything of that Aort, J must give up the effort. 

My Honourable friend, Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar, admitted that there has 
been Q great delll of lIophilitication, conscioull or unconscious, on the part 
of 118 nil in dealing wit.h the matter. If that is an admission which relates 
to the prot.agonist of labour on his lIide. Diwan ChamRn Lan, I Rm glad 
to hear of it. If it refers also to other Members of the Party, I am aaain 
glad to hear of it. So far -as I am conoerned, I have never att~ te  to 
lIAe. Rny sort of sophistication, but have based my case on Rrguments from 
which I have never wavered, and on statements of factll. which I quoted from 
authoriMld pUblications of t~e Intemat,ional Labour Office at Geneva. 

"'My friend, Mr. Srinivasa Iye ~a  tried to disprove my statement that 
there is an flbsolute right to IItrike enjoyed, under all circumstances, by 
all e~ without distinction, by quoting extracts from the Labour Year 
Book of lWl8, intended to show the position in t,bis respect in England. 
It ill to my mind obvious that a book like that will be inclined to give a 
one-sided picture of the CRse. As I hnve said more than once, penonally 
I place great,er relian.ee on the pubJieations of the Intemational Labour 
Office. The pOllition in ~a  is dealt with fully at pages 1 to 86 of 
Volume 11 of "Freedom of AllsC)('!iation"isBued bv the Gene'Va Office, Rnd I 
IIhould like to placfl befor(" thfl Bouse R few ext.racts trom th" Conclusion 
at pRRe 69 01. that book: 
"Th" RTituh At.tut ... ff~ti ll  t.h .. l'ill'ht of ~ ... rlntion I'OIItRin no I'ffft'E'nee to anv 

'rirht' or 'frMCINII' ,.,lwthel' for the lndh'id"al or for the •• eoe;.tion. It. baa probably 
newl' b.M IInlawllll in Ol'f'a" Britain to combine f~ a lawful objer.t." 
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(Thotie words Bre italicised.) 

"All the foregoing la.~  have amply mown, the Ealliilh law relat.ing to trade 
uninne is int.ricate in the extremt' , This ill for tbu mOK part du to the filet. that the 
problem, raised by t.h!' trade union m'lvement in Great Britain have been dealt witll 
piceemMI, a8 fram time to t.ime they beeame acute. AI-tII havp  heen pa_d by Parlia. 
meat., and II body nf calle law built upon them. When the decisions of the CourtR ban 
led to n positilm which, fOI" one reason or nooth",·. was held IlDt.nabJe. i ~ ~. 
bYe been paMed t.O meet the difficult,y 

Now, Sir, in view of the intricate position connected wit,h the English 
law, I referred in my previous speeohes to t,he gt'neral position in most 
of the countries in thE' worJd. In fact what I said on previous occasionl 
made it, clear that in no country, harring one (Esthonia), was the inherent 
and absolute right to lItrike of all workers admitted. That being 10, flh. 
Bill before us does not contemplate any catastrophic change in any 
inhercnt and. absolute rights. . Another argument which was uBed h;V my 
Honourable friend was that the working clalses were not properly re-

e~e te  in the Assembly and therefore this Aasembly should hesitate ., 
pass th\s measure. That argument has already been dealt with by my 
Honourable friend, Mr. Acharya, and by some other lIpeRkers who haft 
spoken hefore me. Now, Sir, as the constitution of India at preaenl 
stands, it restll with this House, as part of the Legislature of the 
country. to approve of enactments, and in approving of these enac. 
ments, it is nat,ural1y guided by the requirements connected with the 
welfare of the commllnity. That, Sir, at the present moment, is the 
right of t,his House. It is quite possible that later 011 the composition 
of this House may change. My Honourable friend, Mr. Acharya, re-
felTed to what mayor may not happen after the end of "" year. I am 
not particularly concemed wit,h tbat. But one r8M01l why the currency 
of thiR Act "'os pnt down at five years was that probably, in the OOUI'88 
of the next five years, there will be a change in the constitution, and 
it was considered only fair that a body ef!!tahlisbed under the new consti-
tution, which might be of a more representative character than the 
prescnt Houae, should be' given an opportunity for reconsidering this 
legislation -as early as !possible. 

Lleut.-Oo1oDel H . .A. 1. CJt4Dey: Then, why don't you make it two 
ye8.l'll ? 

The Honourable Sir BhupeDdra _.tIl llitta: The next point whicb 
has been tArged is that the Bill, if it becomes law, will stmd in the way 
of political advancement of the working classes. I fail to discover any 
provision in this Bill which is likely to have that effect. Of course the 
speeches of my .Honourable ~e  do not throw any light on the 
subject. My Honourable friend, while admitting that the man who 
simply  desired to stop work was not likely to be penalised under the 
provisions of this Bill, also drew attention to the fact that clause lO(B) 
of the Bill would prevent the possibility of either collecting funda or 
applying funds in 8Upport of thoae' who are out on illegal atri'lces. This 
was a matter which was carefully considered in the Select Committee, 
and mv Honourable friend. Mr. Acharya, took great pains in tryiDg to 
modify' it to the extent that a modification was Considered to be reaon· 
able. That is the reason why the word .. ~  was put into that lub· 
clause, the explanation given in the report being that the clwage ... 
intended to exclude C8888 in which money was spent upon the relief of 
! .,' r .~ .. ' B 
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the dependantll of strikers. My Honourable friend has said that clause 
17 ill directed against men like my Honourable friend Pandit Madan 
. Mohlln MnlovlYil. who is bound to go libout and Ilsk the working Inon to 
improve his lot. I have not the slightest doubt that my Honourable 
friend, the Pandit will go on perfonning this humane task, but I have 
not the slighteKt. doubt also thnt, he wHl he the last person to direct. 
instigate or incite thE' workmen to go on strike, which, among other pur-
POlJes, is dell.igncd or calculated to inBiot a severe and prolonged hard-
l~  UpOD the community. I know that that is not in his nature and I 
know that hEl condemns strikes of that sort. 

1Ir. S. IIdDJv ... l1'e..,ar: I do not know that. 

'!'he BOD01U&b1e sir Bhupenclra .ath Kitra: My Honourable friend.. 
Mr. Srinivall8 Iyengar then referred to the miscpief of . olause 18. I 
really fail to see. bow what he slloid in that O e ti~  coincides with m.. 
theor,v. Bnd that t e ~  is correct, about the inherent right of a man 110 
work. I must, reiterat·e the view wh\oh I have already exp"B8ed . that 
the etlect. of this Bill. if it becomes law, will be to prolIlote healtby deve-. 
lopment of the trade unions. During tbe period of five years for whioh 
the Bill will be in operation, it is very desirable that these unions should 
start on the basis of small units, a~.  if they 'can be so started during 
that period and thereafter reaoh a stage where the units should grow' 
into larger bodies," whose e el e~t would be adversely affected by 
t,he provisions of this BiIt, it would be opon to this Houlle to modify the 
provisions aft,,"he next five yell:ft. 

1 think. it was my Honourable friend. Mr. Aney. who observed that 
the effect of this Bill would be to isolute labour from the rest of the 
Indinn population. I have failed to understand how t.hat position ia 
li e ~  to be retl<'hed. My HODournbJt> friend again mode some observ .... 
tions that this Bill will have thEl effect of stopping sympathetic strikes. 

l t~ly t,hat will not be the effect, of this Bill. SympAthetic strikes will 
h{'COIIHl illegal only to a very Iirr.ited degree. and that must be apparenfl 
to lilly of my Honourable friends opposite who have studied tbe Bill 
",it,ll any care. 

I shall now ~BI with the point which was raised by Sir Hugh Cocke 
Rnd b,v Mr. }'Rzal Ibrahim Rahimtulla and other Honourable Memb8l'l, 
who have supported him in the contention whioh he placed before WI. 
The point of view of these gentlemen is that I. as the Government 
Member in <lharge of the Bill, should have reserved in the Select Com-
it.t ~ the right to put down any amendments I liked on the ageDda 
poper lind to A\\Pport. any amendments that other Members might put 
down. 

Mr. J'anl Dmohbn'lt.ahIm\u1la: No. thAt was not ClW' point of view. 

'!he BoDourable SIr Bh1lptDdla Bath JOlra: I have quoted the worda .. 
'1 took them down from Sir Hugh Cocke's apeech. 

..... I'UIl IInbIm JI.abIm\.: Our point was ·that Government ..... 
no right to bi,nd themltBlvea to &lJ.y agreement witil ~i i al  m ..... 
bl'rB of tho Select Committee. 
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The 1I011our&ble Sir BhupeDdra .ath lIltra: That, if I may .y 10, 
i~ a po.rticulllol' variant of the general propo8ition. My Honourable 
friend. Sir Hugh Cocke, i8 not here at the present moment. But I 
am sure every Member representing the European community will bear 
with me in my line of argument: They a.re uJl business men, and they 
IllUllt realise that, wh$l., in the coune of settling n. business, & compro-
mil>e hos to be made, that compromise must be made without any 
.equivocation or mental reservation. (Hear, hear.) I also hope that 
!n,V Honolll'ltblt> and gallant friend Colonel Crawford, who has been a 

l i~  for .\'!'Hrs, wilJ 'lgree with me that the onl.r proper course for me 
iu this mBtter' WlI8.to hll\'e played the game. (Hear, hear.) All it is, 
t,his matter WR.S left by the Select Committee in II. ~e at uncertahl 
posit,ion. 'J'ht'. B a~  Govemrnent had made Q oertaln proposal. My 
friend Mr. Fazal HRhimtullo. was not kind enc;)Ugh to read Ollt the wbole 
.of their argunwnt'FI in respect of their proposal. TWa ie what they 
went on to say: 

"Thr (lovrMlllr ill Council, after giving very cal'.ful OIl~i atl  to the queltion, 
bM come to the oonclUllion that the propoeal. III noprd. pieketing made hy the IndilUl 
lIerchallta' Chamber .hollid be adopted, partly beeaalle they (JOIIII' from & bocly. the 
ie ~ of which an likely to rarry weight ,in tbe Allumhly." 

Sir Pursirotumdll8 Tbakurd88, representing the Indian Merchant,,' 
~ e . in the Select Committee, refused to pUl'8Ue the matter. 

1Ir, J' ... ~ Ibrabtm BalWa.t1llla: What wal t·he reason? 

'rile KDDourable Sir BllupeD4ra .ath 1Iltra: He never gave aDy 
notice of ~  Amendment io he ploved in this  House. (HORr, lreRl'.) 
Evt>n AO, ~  mind WAS more or len clear that 1 had giv6Jl no undertak· 
ing to Members of the Select Committee on t-he point. Still, when four 
Membc'rs. of the Select Committee told me that tuy Jeft the Select 
C'mnmittee with the i ea~  that tbie waa one of the pointe covered 
by tht' 9t>tt·lement in the Select Committee, naturally I felt that I m .... 
gh.p them t.he benefit of t,lle 4oubt, ADIII that I .~l  DO other ..... opeIl 
t.o mp, T am !pretty sure my Honourable and gallant friend ColoDe1 
~ 1Ii  will agree with me. 

Oo1011el ;J. D. Orawford.: I am not quite certain whether I asreecl 
with his action in the Select Committee OIl. thle point. Surely &medii· 
mt'llis I11m'eel later should be cODJIidered on their own nierita by the 
House. 

Th. KOD01II'able Sir BbupeD4ra Bath Mitra: I have already referred 
10 that point, and I shall explain that to him again, If we have sot to 
ilet.t.le n 'Il/\.rticular business on t.he basis of 8 compromise, that oompro· 
millE' IllURt· be wit,hout oquivocation, direct or indirect. That compro· 
mille enrrit,s with it, nn 8811urance that thereafter the people who are 
i1nriieFl to that l'ompromia(' ",ill not try to upset the bAlance of that eom· 
promisl'. That is the point. 

Mr. ~ IbnbbD JtaIdaluDa: There should hi' no compromiAe of prin· 
-ciplel!. 

The JIGDoaraIQ SIr BJuapeDdr& Batll JDt.ra: There wall no..-tioD of 
principle. If I had not been able to arrive at tbat ~.  am 
prt'tty sure Vemben of the Select Committee, win conftno my etatement 
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that we would not have got this agreed B.ill. The question was whether, 
by aoaepting a oompromise, I should have a rose with certain thoms, or by 
Dot 6(lcElJlhng that compromise, I should try to have another rose uud ri.k 
the rose and thorn whioh I might otherwise have got, 

... Bir :D&rcJ :un-y (Bengal: European): With referenoe to what my 
Honollrfw\e irJl'ud partl(mlurly a.lluded to iu the mntter of a (loll1')n,mil>(:, 
• e~ he ll\ellD, give and tak'e-that is, that one umendment he 'clid not 
ItJrongly oppose becnuae the other side accepted one of his propositions? If 
b\ Rfera to a compromise in t·hat respect, I um with him. But I main-
~  Sir. I hilt I hf't'l' WIIH no gent-l'Ill ~ i e in thp Select Committee 

:.r. PrMtcleat: 'I'he Honourable Member is entitled to oppose the Bill 
when guing 10 tht' lohhy, 

The Bonour&b1e 81r Bb.apeAdra _MIa Kiva: 'l'be oomprumiae was fun-
duuentally of the nature merred to by my HoDOunble friend, Sir ~ 
Lindaay, in the earlier part of his last speech. But certain Honourable 
Membel'll left the Select Oommittee with the impression that the compro-
.mile included an understanding that DO new matter waa to be imported into 
the lUll during its progreee through thia Bou., 8Ild luch an impreuionw .. 
perfeobly legitimate, for if there had been no such e e~l understanding, 
the oompromiae, AflDllfened tG by my Honou .... ble friend, would have been 
~ fe tly nugatory, .If I heel. so to ,lay, .a, aettled Bill or an agreed Bill, and 
then I' came back to tlUl Houae and tri'ea to put in a number of amend-
ments which would have added new matter t,o the Bill. I would have broken 
.. t~ ~iae. . 

. OoloDel 1. D. Orawtard: ~  not that 8mount to delegating to ·the Select 
Committee POWC1'lI to settle the Bill over the head of the ~  

The BODOafttble 81r Bb.upeDd!a .aUa JIltra: I am afraid my Honour· 
able friend ill not wholly correct there, because the point is thia. The 
matter had been fully discussed in Select Committee. It is not a matter 
that hutt lint htwn discussed; the mutter had been ciis"u88ed in 
St'loot (lOIl1Illi\·t(·c, but for cert,uin ftll\sons whien T have aJrend.\" rlwn-
tioned. and '\II hich J do not want t,o repeat, LhRt Committee ('am',.! t.o 
the CODcluaion that they must drop it. Then we arrived at this Bm. If 
I had then told the Select Committee: "This is all very well; but I 
reserve to myaelf the right to bring in other amendments in the Bouse.-
to make other additions or alterations to this Bill." the Select Com-
mittee would undoubt.edly have got suspicious of my intentions. That is 
not the way of doing ~i e  and I am pretty sure my friends Sir Darcy 
Lindsay, Colonel Crawford, Mr. Fazl\} Rahimtulla and 0010ne1 Gidney 
Will agree that. my Mtion in the matter is the only oorreot way of doing 
husiness. 

Mr. 1'an1 Ibrab.bD Ba1almtlllla: Do I understand that, Government 
will refuse to accept any e ~ t. to tbp. Rill on its own merits, except 
the rflport of the Select Committee all it stands? 

'D ... ~ SIr BJaupeD4ra .&tIt. It ~ T have made my position 
pt\rfect.1v r-1(!lIr. WheN it ill an ~  Bill. t,here is no option on tbe 
PRri, of thE! Honourable Member in oharge. 
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Mr. I'aul IbnbbD Balaimt11l1a: Otherwise, the Swarajisia would not 
have written all their minutes of diasent? 

'l'b.t Boa01ll'able Sir BlaupeDdra .aUa MItra: We know that; but we 
managed to secure a oonsiderable body in favour of the agreement. 

Kr. I. BrIDlvua 1,.11111': You destroyed the Bwa.rajist majority by 
this agreement, and you want to get the benefit on some other matt-er. 

1If. I'aul IbrahIm Bablmmua: What about Mr. G. D. Birla? 

The BOD01Il'&ble IJJr BlaapeDdra .MIa MItra: My friend Mr. Acharya 
stated, in the courso of hiB speech. that the hysteric oration of m.v frienli, 
Diwan Chaman LalI, had something behind it. It was the flnt t.ime that 
that possibility dawned on my mind. I had throughout given my friend 
the benefit of his good intentions, though I had undoubtedly Nalised th,.. 
be had never studied the "Bill befoN, in 8pite of his protestation to the 
oontrary. He has made to me anotlier of his hysteric appeal., but .. 
there is nothing of substance in it, it did not touch my hMri. T think he 
HlI.id that the debates in this 'HOUSI" would furnish II. l li~ rt-r.ord to 
convince the public that he argued. the Gue fully and on ita meritl and 
that there waa nothing of aubstance in my own arguments. Well, Sir, 
I do not desire to traverse the ground which I hllVe already ooftreci, bu. 
I cannot help making one or two pointed obsenationa. When my Hon-
ourable friE'nd wall speaking on clause 16, he undoubtedly was tlndfOr the 
impression that the effect of that clause would be to pen.lile the work-
men who had ceased to work or refused to continue to work or to accept 
emplovment. He obar'BClteriAed the clause as a piece of slave leglllation. 
and this is precisely what he aa,id: 
"11 a rnan ~  ... , in concert with hiR fellow workmen. t.o he Mlppd in all)' 

particular employment beca_ he wl.h.. to ~ on a lym,..tlret.iO aU'ike to help hia 
fellow 'ffOrInnen and thereby ca_ hard.hip to the 0IIIIUII1lIIit:t' in order to _pel 
Government to alter ita deci.ioD, then biB aotioD will he peulUed." 

Nothing of the sort. I flbink he allO said that he was oppoaecl to aU 
atrikes,-I hllve already referred to the matter in a previous Ipeeeh,-
and he considered to be oriminal, the aot of a penon who went ou6 of 
his way to instigate a strike.. Now, Sir, as IIla.-. already stated, that 
is the sort of man we want to catch .  .  .  .  . 

Dlw&Il CJhamaa LaD: May I ask the Honourable Member if he wiU 
permit me to put a question to him? 

The Honourable SIr Bllupeadra .aUa JItVa: I have no de'4lre, Sir. to 
Iillten to another of my friend's hysteric a eal~. 

Dlwaa OIaallWl LaD: I do not want to appeal to the Honourable Mem-
ber's head,--only ioO his heart. 

ft. BODOUI'abl. 81r BIlupeDdra .a&li lIIt.ra: Now, Sir, I can Ulure 
the House, as I have already assured it that in my mind there ~II no 
motive underlying thi. melMl1J!'e other than the welfare of labour. the 
welfare of the community and the development of ,nadq union. on healthy 
Hnes. I do not therefore conlider this Bill to be a tnagedy. It may 
interest, my Hononrable friends OPJ)08ite. toO h&llr th Ilt , Quitfa I'PCf!ntlv, thll 
PiOtterI' had a abort ariiole iD which it uld that meuuna lib t.hoee em-
bodied in clause lIS and oJaule 16 were Deoeaary in any eouatry anel 
~ e y eOUDtf:\. 
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... 
Mr. QaJa PrIIId 8IDP (Muzaffll.rpur lJum Olu&mparBo: Noo·Muhulll· 

UlRc1ao): Why do JOU not quote the i ee .~ the Public Safety Hill? 

'!'be Konoa.rable Sir »hv.peDdr& .&\11 II1k&:1 quote it in cODDection 
with the Bill before the House, because it might appeal to some of my 
Honourable friendA opposite. It further said that the Legislative Assem-
bly' ftould examine the proviAionll embodied in the Bill critically and 
see that they contained adequate Bafegu",rds. That, Sir, ij 1 may say 
10, my Honourable friends opposite have fRiled to do here. In Select 
Coulmittee we did-a good deal of work iii that directJon. and some of the 
Glaules were modified, and in this task we had the allsistance of sorne 
Membel\1 of the Benches opposite. UnfortuoRtely n party mandate haa 
prevented my frieo,ds opposite from looking at t,he matter dispassiooa.te1y 
iDthis House. I regret, Sir, that that fIIhouJd he 90, hut I cannot help 
a . 

Mr ••. Irbdftla I' ...... :  I looked at, it, mORt dispasBion8Wly. 

"De JIoDOIIUabli 'Itr-.1Ipea4r& _.tIl --.: I moVe, Rir, t,ha.t this 
mot_ 1)e adopted.' 
,  l 

1Ir. ~ .t.  -rM queiltioD, is that! the 'r,-de 
amended hv the Select Committee, be paaeed. . .' . . 

Diaputea Bill, sa 

. i,·" 

AYE8-S6. 

Abdoolll Baroon. H'ajl. 
Abdul Asi., Kban Bab.r Mian. 
Abdul ai~  Hawllb 8ir .11111 .. d •. 
,.lebar,a, IIr. :.I. K. ' 
Abmed, Mr. K. 
A11ilbu,M:r: F. W. 
Anwar-III.AIllDc Mr. 
AIIIlI:afuddin Abmed, Khan Babadw 
Nawahuda 8ayid. 

BajlMli, Mr. G. S. 
Bower, Mr. E. H. M. 
Bray. fJir DMlY.· 
Ohalmel'll, Mr. T. A. 
Cbat.t.erjee, ~ e Revd. J. C. 
Coatman, Mr. J. 
COIK1'ave, lb. W. A. 
Crhwford. Colonel J. D. 
Crerar The Bono_ble Mr. J. 
a ~  Khan Bahadar W. M. P. 
Ohulam Kadir ~ 

~l  Ra"dar Hir Bomanli. 
French, Mr, J. C. 
Ghuanfar Ali Khan. Mr. 
Gh_far Ali Khan, Raj •. 
ObUliavi. Mr. A. B. 
Gidney. I.ia t.. l ~  B. A. J. 
Oour, flir Barl Binab. 
Klr, fft ~  Bra", Aardal' 'Rabatlnr, 
___ '1 0.."....'11. 

Baillin Shah, Bayytd. 
19malt Khan. Mr, Muhammed. 

\ 
I 

I 
1 

Jowahir 8iu,-hJ Saa'dal' Dahadur SardM. 
Keane. Mr. -K. 
Lan, Mr. ~. 
Linnay, Sir Darcy. 
Mitn, 'rhe HOIIot.rable Sir.. Rbllperulr. 
, Nath. " 
Mittel', The Honoul'a1l1e Sir Brojenc1ra. 
Muhammad Na" .. Khan. Bafttaio. 
Mukharji, Raj nahaclur A. K. 
Mukherjee, Mr. S. C. 
Rainy, The H'lnotn'llble Sir Georte. 
Rajah, a.o Babam M. O. 
Rajan BakhRh Shah, Khan Bahall." 
Makhd... EVed. 

Bao, Mr. V. P .. ndul·IIIKa, 
Rau. Mr. H. Rhanb,'. 
Rau, Mr. P. R.. 
Rop-a, Mr. P. G. 
Rov. 1\Ir. K. C. . 
SclilDtm The l{ORo.rabk Bir (Mm ••. 
Shah ~ A . Mia'll Mob.mmMi. 
Rhiltldv. Mr. J. A. 
Sin.h· Rai HallAdul' R N. 
Subr •• ardr. Dr. A. 
Webb. Mr. M. 
Wright Mr. W. T. M. 
Talttt": XauI'ri 111lbawlmad. 
Yamin Da1l, Mr. MubalDlDd. 
YObJt:. lIr. O. M. 
7.nlllc;ar All n.n. Ha,r. Ilr. 
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Abdul Mat.iD Chaaclhllr)', Maln. 
Aney, Mr. M. B.. .,:' 
BhM-gaval. l:andlt Thakur ~  
ChaDIan JAIl, DiwaD. 
Dutt, Mr. Amar Nath. 
Dut.ta. l ~ Brish Chandra. 
Gulab' Bingh, Bardar. 
Haji, Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand .. ,' 
Hans Raj, Lala. 
Iyengar, Mr. A. Ran,_wami. '" 
Iyenpr, Mr. S. SriDlVua. 
Jogiah, Mr. V. V. 
Eartar Singh, Bardar. 
Kelkar, Mr. N. C. 
Kidwai, Mr. Raft Ahmad. 
Lahiri Chaudhury, Mr. D. K. 
KalaYiya, Pandit. Madan Mohan. 
Mehta, Mr. JamnadaB M. 
Mitra, Mr. S. C. 
Moonje, Dr. B. R 

The motion was adopted. 

Mukhtar Singh, ~. 
Munahi, Mr. Jebangir X. 
Murtusa' Saheb Bahadw. Maal'ri 
Sayyjd. 

Naidu, Mr. B. P. 
Nehru. Panclit Motilal. 
Neagy. )11-. K. C. 
Rahimtwla, Mr. FU&l Ibrahim. 
Rug Behari Lal, Lala. . 
Ranga Iyer, Mr. C. B. 
Barda, Rai Sahib Barbilu. .. 
tlarfar .. Huuain 'Khan, Khan Baha4iv 
ShafN, )(aalvi Moh&llllDlld. 
i ~  Mr. a1~ Pruad. 
Singh, Mr. Bam Nara1aJ.!. 
Binha, Kumar G.I'nlanand. 
BiDlia, Mr. Baji .. ranjan PrIUd. 
Sinha. Mr. Slddh .. war Pra .... 
Tirloki Nath, Lala. 

JIr. I'nlideDt: As the Trade Disputea Bill is now out. of thr. wa" I 
propose to gdve my ruling .  .  .  . 

(At thi •• tagl! tu'O bomb. tl/ere thrown f,om Ute Vi.ito18, Ga.llA1'f/. and 
burRt Iltllong thl! Benchn ocoupied by tlae Offioial Member., otJu'mg -;ul'f 
to certain Member.. Oonfu.ion prevailed and M,. P"elident "tft>I1fI, 
After a few 1ttinut"., M,. P''''idtlftt ,.,u,"ed the Ohair.) / • 

Kr. l'reIIduat: In view of the mdat .hocking and deplorable iDOiden6, 
1 propose to adjourn. the Rouse till Thunday moming, 11 o'clock. 

Tht' Assemblv then adjourned bill Eleven of the Clock 011 Thuricl".\'. 
, tht' 11th April. '1929. 
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