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nanted officer, while the Civil Servant 
who came out under a covenant was t > 
be exempted. Why, again, should not 
a Colonel or Major.in the Army pay ? 
Why should Officers nr Commanders in 
Her Majesty’s Navy be excluded, while 
the carpenters on board !heir vessels 
or artisans in the Government Dock­
yards were to bn subject to the tax ? 
He did not make these observations 
with the view of throwing any diili- 
culty in the way of the Uight Honor­
able gentleman ; but he would suggest 
to him the propriety of so altering this 
Section as to make it applicable t > 
any person exercising any business 
or calling whatever.

Mu. WILSON said, the lateness of 
the hour prevented his making a re­
ply, but he would oidy remark that the 
Honorable andlearned Chairman's sug­
gestions were worthy of consideration, 
and were so far different in character 
from those of the Honorable and learn­
ed Judge (Sir Mordaunt Wells) and 
tho Honorable Member for Bengal, 
that, whereas the former were calcu­
lated to increaso the revenue, the 
effect of the latter would be to decrease 
tlio revenue. With regard to the 
Honorable and learned Ch lirman’s 
allusion to the exemption of laudln Id 
ers from the operation of this Bill, 
he (Mr. Wilson) thought it proper to 
mention that it was not cons'dered 
ndvi-ab'e to tax them any further at 
present.

The consideration of the Bill was 
then postponed, and the Council re­
sumed its sitting.

The Council adjourned at 10 o’clock, 
on the Motion of Sir Bartle Krere, 
till to-morrow morning at 7 o’clock.

Wednesday Morning, July 4, 1800. 

P r e s e n t  :

The Hon’bio tho Chief .Justice, Vicc-Prai<lcnt\ 
in tlio Clmir.

H . Forbes, Esq.,
A. Scouco, Esq., 

and
Hon'hlo Sir M. L. 

Wells.

Hon’blo Sir H. J). U.
Froro, 

flight Hon'ble J. W il­
son,

II. 1!. llarington, Esq.,

ARMS AND AM M UNITION.

The Order of the Day being read for 
the adjourned Committee of tho whole.

The Chairman

Council on the Bill “  to make PerPe*!f! 
Act X XV III of 1857 (relating to ^  
importation, manufacture, and sal® 
arms and ammunition, and for regu ,, 
ing the right to keep or use the 
the Council resolved itself into a 
mittee for the further considerate1 
the Bill. .

T i l e  CHAIRMAN said, " “J 
this Bill was last before « 
Council, he endeavored to draff > 
a Section to enable the Govern11̂  
to disarm certain districts, "f 
tion had been printed and circul# ’ 
but since then lie had made _ 
slight alterations, and it was hisi“ , 
tion to move the Section in its »1 e 
form. Since last Saturday .solliet.jC8 
pers had been brought to his 
which had escaped his reeoHeC 8
He alluded to certain commun’011 ^ 
received from the Lieutenant-G(,ve fl|1 
of the North-Western Provinces 
tho subject of this Bill, and reP > 
from certain Officers of 0f
upon tho working of Act X a * #(j
1857. To his great surprise, he ^
some extracts from these P!lPe |1(y
tho Ihirknru newspaper on J»° 
last. He did not wish to
blame to any <me, but what he w ■ ^ 
to call the attention of the ^011!'ce in 
was this It was usual to no 
the margins of Reports from 
Committees the communications ,̂0 
were received on the subject 
Bill referred to them. Standing 
67 provided as follows

on ,llS“  All written communications j,iK
sulijoct of Hilk published for 1  ̂ 0f 
niation nlmll bo addressed to tlio < hI*̂  
Counoil, who Rlmll caiiHO tho Hivlll8'|0,.eil ^  
all «uoh petitions as nhall bo ct 
the Counoil to bo referred to tho cow
mitteo on tbe Bill, to bo printed, 1,111 t [>el(C 
thereof to bo forthwith laid before a 
Committee, and to bo sent to euo 
o f tho Council.”

Tie believed that these PflPpr,j)llt  ̂
sent to him some months np̂ i <1 
different times, and he r°]"’(),||pl|1'! 
having read the first p’iK°> *,,t  ̂, 
laid them aside until the p1' ,̂ ;iti* 
should eomo on for considers j jliO 
as he had not seen them *llS
Report of tho Select Com"11 iliC1* 
attentiou wan not diuwu
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j^ndiug Order 68 provided »b fol- 8̂ j — .

^e)6c*; Committee shall take into con- 
‘'"'inca?11 nn<̂  8UC'1 wr*tten colli­sion imlon/> nil(l ll'so nil such petitions us 
a Ken referred to them, and sliall prepare 
fii'otji, tl'crcon, ami shall in such Report 
they " aay amendments of tlio Bill which 
liill think expedient. A copy of tho 
'̂■Msxe l* ^  l'10 ir’ul°ct Committee, shall be 

!u°l' r ° t*10 ^°Port« written or printed, in 
hicnts .̂lauucr 88 10 distinguish the amend- 

any> proposed by tlio Select C'om- 
a ,ror“ the Bill as published.”

hijyllen ^ le Report was received by 
tlie f 10 UU(1 that it did not allude to 
been ^  Ully communications had
Q0v rec°ived from the Lieutcnant- 
the jJn° 1’ an(l the local Officers in 
tl>e r 01 Western Provinces, nor to
^ X V m rta 011 t*10 W01̂ ‘ng o f Act 
prim ,U ° f  1857, which had been 
abu v{ ori tho motion o f the Ilonor- 
0o,n . Cu'ber for Bengal. Tlie Select 

^  no*i reler t0 any these 
«n u ln their lieport, and neither 
lia,[ |( Ur(hiy weelc nor last Saturday 
of t| ° ai>y recollection of tlio existence 
had t)8e c.ouununicatioiis. I f  he had 
liuve f T  *n '*'s n|ind, he sliould not 
SuPpoi*t-1 • k-° l̂ave referred to them in 
Hew. . his own opinion as to the 
Pup^.y °1 a disarming Bill. The 
tlie ne 111 (lUestion certainly suggested 
ill tlltJ o f disarming the Natives
hot 0r i 0l’th-Western Provinces, and 
8oiu„ y °t preventing them from 
tlieif° j rillG(li but from having arras in 
Hie °®8os8i°n also. l ie  found that 

* '^ 0stoi'u Provinces had not 
^ore 8tV ^‘oroughly disarmed, that a 
°l' lS3-711U(’ea*i measure than the Act

0. • . Wus required, and that it was 
!lur a.UdU°t" °* t-ho Lieutenant-Gover-
1,1 Wie iv lllll"y  experienced OlUcors 

uld u 0rth-We8t that Europeans 
rt;i> e exenipted from its operation. 

^  bed?, t*iat tlwi-e papers had
?0|,abl0 \4Blin by him sooner. The Ilo - 
N in o a  ,llbu1, *or t“ °  ^ orLl1' Wet)Lorn

iSt»B i- ^ proposed to suspend 
n. n Orders on Saturday, 

fj'itteo ori l)ort o f tlio Select Cuin- 
,e(Mi So . 10 amended Bill iiad not 
uy. 0 him until the preceding

M r .  U A R IN G T O N  explained that 
he did not propose to suspend tlie 
Standing Orders on Saturday week, 
but on SaUirday last, on which day 
A ct X X V I I I  of 1857 would expire.

T iiis C H A IR M A N  resumed. What 
lie had to complain o f was that he had 
not been able to look ovn‘ the Bill and 
tho Report o f tho Select Committee, 
which did uot come to him until Friday 
morning, ns the time of the Judges 
o f the Supreme Court was wholly co­
pied with other matters during tho 
day. l ie  did not wish to throw blame 
on any one, but he only wished to point 
out that it was right that Committees 
should hereafter notice in their Reports 
the communications which might be 
received by them, and not make 
their Report so late as not to give Mem­
bers an opportunity o f considering it 
before tho Bill came on for discussion.

Then turning to theso papers, ho 
found in tho Punjab Disarming Pro­
clamation o f July 1849 the follow­
ing paragraph:—

'■ T h o  classes exem pted from  the penalties 
o f  this proclam ation  are K uroponn B ritish 
sub jects , Hritish soldiers w h ile present with 
their lteg im ents or on  service, and G overnm ent 
Officials em p loyed  ou  civ il duties.”

Then he found in the communication 
from the Secretary to tlie Government 
North-Western Provinces a great deal 
that accorded so much with his own 
views. In paragraph 3 it was thus 
stated :—

“  T h e  w ork  o f  d isarm ing is h itherto  in ­
com plete. Ill som e at least ot the districts 
w ith in  tiie ju risd iction  o f  this G overnm ent, 
the  prov isions o f  A ct X X V 1 J I  have on ly  
very  recently  been put in force.

H e would not trouble the Council by 
reading extrac s from the Reports of 
all the lonal Officers. He would only 
read tho r e m a r k s  o f tlie Magistrate ot 
Banda, Mr. Mayue, who said

«  O f  the necessity o f  thorou ghly and perm a- 
ncntlv  disarm ing the natives o f  this cou ntry  
t h e r e  cann ot possibly he tw o op in ions, and an

Act «■of' c011l's0 n0C0M,u7  on{i’°Y,or, “ °Magistrates to  do  so, but the law should  be ns 
sim ple and con cise  as poss.hle, such as the 
O overuors and the governed  can b oth  under-



7 59 Arms and l e g i s l a t i v e  c o u n c i l . Ammunition IHli ^

stand. I f  w e over wisli to  govern  the natives 
o f  In d ia  effectually, w e m ust treat thom as 
they  are, and not as civ ilized  and intellectual 
beings. T lie  law s w h ich  w e m ake for  them 
should  be adapted to  their understanding, and 
contain  rules o f  tho m ost sim ple kind and the 
easiest to be ob eyed . * * * T hen  again it
ca n n ot possib ly  b e  tho intention o f  G overnm ent 
to  disarm  E uropean  liritish  subjects j I  think 
therefore it w ou ld  be m ore honest and at 
tlio sam e tim e m ore d ignified  to  declare the 
truth. It  is not on ly  useless but m ost in ju d i­
c io u s  to  irritate the E nglish  settlers by  even 
nom inally in clu d in g  them  in  such an A ct . 
T h e  tim e is past fo r  p lac in g  no distinction  
betw een the E uropean  settlers and the natives 
o f  the country. T lie  latter have caused the 
breach and let them  take the consequences.”

The opinions o f many o f tlie other 
Officers were to tlio same effect, nnd 
they were the opinions o f tlie Officers 
who had actually been engaged in 
working out tho Act. Then again Mr. 
Mayne wrote as follows regarding 
Section Y , which related to the disarm­
ing o f persons going armed : —

“  In S ection  V  authority  is g iven  to  d is­
arm  a person, if, in  the  ju d g m e n t o f  the 
M agistrate o r  oth er person it  is dangerous to  
the pub lic  peace to a llow  such  person to  go  
arm ed : d isarm ing should  be com pulsory , aud 
n ot left to  the ju d gm en t o f  ind ividuals  ”

The Lieutenant-Governor had offered 
a similar opinion on this subject. It 
wu< said in the letter from f ' e  Secretary
lo  the Government o f the N orth-W est­
ern Provinces :—

“  It  appears to  tho L ieu ton a n t-O ov em or 
therefore ,that, instead o f  passing th e  Hill under 
n otice , s im p ly  declaring  A e t  X X V I I I  o f  1857 
to  be  perpetual, it  w ill bo preferable to  fram e a 
n ew  A ct , w h ich  shall p roceed  on  the  princip le 
that the possession  o f  arm s and am m un ition  
and m ilitary stores, b y  the  natives o f  this 
cou n try , is fraught w ith  danger to  the p u b lic  
poaco, and w h ich  shall arm the M agistrates w ith 
am ple authority  to  en force the surrender o f  
arm s, am m unition , sulphur, and m ilitary stores 
o f  every  description , as w ell as to  con tro l and 
regulate the m anufacture aud  sale o f  all such  
artielos.”

Tho letter from the Secretary to the 
Government o f the North-Western 
Provinces went on to say : —

“  T h o  gen era l prin cip le  declared , certain 
exem ptions from  the p roh ib ition  to  possess 
arm s and am m unition  w ill o f  cou rse  bo n eces ­
sary ; and to  those sot forth at tho 6th  S e c ­
t ion  o f  the present A et, i l ia  H o n o r  w ou ld

The Chairman

certa in ly  add E uropeans, Am ericans, 
o th er  s im ilar classes. T o  all these the " j 
tcn a n t-G ov ern or  w ou ld  con ced e  tho linV!i Ijr 
o f  keeping arm s and am m unition f« r \ ,ej 
private use (though  not o f  course f',r t 
w ithout question. A liens as they for the i 
part are in a land  the population  o f  whin*1 
but recently  show n tho m ost inveterate 1'®^ 
lity  to  their race and ereod, they cannot ^
any justioe  (H is H on or thinks) he d en ia l^  
free possession o f  w eapons w hich  they 
have occas ion  at any tim e to use ?̂.r 
personal protection , or the protection  ot j  
property. I t  cannot for a m om en t be e : 
o f  these that they  w ill  abu  c  the Priv' 0,i- 
n o  danger to the p u b lic  pcaoe can bo rC 
ab ly  apprehended from  its  concession • 
the con trary m ay be  anticipated ; and . 
it  appears to  H is  H on or extrom oly -ccW 
to  place th is class o f  H er M ajesty ’ s sn 
in the sam e ca togory  and under the 
tn ctio n s  as those w ho have taught us by . 
experience, h ow  treacherous and tru iut|y, 
they  can  be, and how  unw orthy, conseq1'^  „f 
th ey  arc to  be again entrusted with ftr t.Qo- 
auy description . F ew , the Lieutenn 
veruor im agines, o f  those even w h o are °U lge to 
oil princip le  to  class leg is la tion , will 
adm it and practically  to rooognizo tlw ^ CJ, 
d istinction  betw een the on e  class aud tu®
in respect o f  th is  m atter. cxccj>*‘

“  T he class o f  E nropcans and other* • iUllij 
ed , none should  bo perm itted to posse ■
or am m unition  even for their Prl.v" 
w ithout a license to  bo granted by t '10 ^ n t i  
trate subject to  such con ditions o f  P®. n 
o r  otherw ise os shall bo  thought necoss

. • of *
When this was the °P*n.l0I1)ig th° 

person of such high standing 
Lieutenant-Governor o f the 
Western-Provinees, whore the A flllt 
been more stringently earn0 jfjte0 
than elsewhero, the Select 
should have noticed in their
that such a recommendation ‘ul ja
made, but that they did
it. They might have said # , od0
tho papers referred to us, we ' f  tl|t!
l'rotn the L i e u t e n a u t - Governor
North-Western Provinces, l0uP!l,'j 
clares that, in his opinion, 
ought to he excepted Irotn the ol 
o f  the A ct.”  ;i

W ithout troubling tho ^ 0“ ” r(reil 
any further observations, he 
move the insertion o f the ‘ 
new Section after Section A*

“  It  shall bo lawful for the 11
in C ou n cil o r  lor any L oca l in)
think necessary for tho 1)U , 0 nli“* i.,ci 
order that any district or 1111 . t 0r I1 
disarm ed, aud  in every  such on>
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well as in any d istrict or p lace tf^ v liich  
^  X X V I I I  o f  1857 or S cctiou  X ^ I V  o f 
1 c "a' ll A ct  1ms boeu extondcd, it shall n ot bo 

v,ul for any person to have in liis possession 
(Jry arills m entioned in Suction V  o f  this A ct, 
»r ''I '/  Peruussion caps, sulphur, gunpow der, 
tlio \r r. luuInuuit ‘ °n  w ithout a license from  
tlio » ' strate or C h ief Oflioei' ch arged  with 
j j P '^ r v a t i o n  o f  the p eac< ?of the district. 
Ou 81,ch d istrict or p lace, the ord er o l the 
(' T0ln°r-U eiieral in  C ou n cil or o f  the L o ca l 
eJ > u o n ,  shall l>c published in the C'al- 
ord" Guzet‘ c or in  the Gazette  in w h ich  tlie 
0r efrs ° f  tlio G overnor-G enera l in  C ou n cil 
,|Pr *l>o L ocal G overnm ent m ak ing Ihc or- 
aiiil' °? t'as0 m ay be, are usually published, 
'nan * a*so l)C m:1,lu P.«l>lie in such other 
or' ,?er as the H overuor-U oneral in C ou n cil 
evervl<i ^ oca ' G overnm ent shall d ir e c t ; and 
ti,,,J  P«Mon w h o, after the expiration  o f  the 
^ / ^ ■ t i o n e d  in sncli order shall have in his 
Kujj « «o .. or  cu stod y  any sucli arms as atorc- 
p0vv!i,°,r ai,y  percussion  cups, sulphur, gu n - 
liCtt 1,1 ’ or other am m unition , w ithout such 
I'fiso']0 a*'01’eaaid , shall bo liable to  be im -
Hot > ’ W.'tl* ° r  w ithout hard labor, for a term

c* ?eBd.i"8 twu yuliriii and also to a line 
«l,aU one thousand Kupees ; and  it
'•tile. lawful fo r  the M agistrate or other 
bu(;)l' r- 'ller}ti°no(l in  the order to  exercise in 
Searcii or place tlio pow ers o f  entry ,
this A sc*liure, g iven  b y  Section X X X . I o f
tliopjj > sru'Jje ct  to  tlie lim itation  contained 
Uot Qvt’ p rovisions o f  this S ection  shall
Illltlujr • to lmy portion exem pted  b y  the 
distci ,uy ' 9811' ' '^  the order for d isarm ing the 
’'I'lim. W l'*llce, nor to  E uropeans, A m erican s, 

Ulilsiaus.”

H A litN G T O N  said, he pro- 
jnjui( °  d e te r  a n y  r e m a r k s  t h a t  ho 

l- >*vo t o  m a k e  o n  t h o  S e c t i o n ,  
n10 U'tf(J(luc(,iaii ol' wliivli had been 

^ '''‘o Honorable ami learned 
<le), [ mau> nulil u later stage o f the 

u ^hicli would, doubtie-s, take
5 011 ^ 'e propose I Section, lint
l)rm aux-101,s to seize the earliest 
I 1 unity of siiyiuir a lew words

J way of • J/  01 explmi- tion in reference to 
from tho Honorable 

° e(l  ^ 'airm ail respecting tlie 
of ^  o f the Select Committee,* 
^emb*C 1̂0 ^ l- 1 larin^tnu) was a 
tlie BilTk^0 noti°e in their Keport on 
reeejv . “ cforo tho Council the reports 
^ 0rUi \v°m ^ l0 Governments o f tho 
Ral. . j 1Qstern Provinces and lien- 
|i!ilge .j > first, he bogged to acknow- 
>1 \vl,i\Q calni a,'d temperate manner 
Qliaii,mC 1 the honorable and learned 
°f tllQ an. Ijad spokou on the subject
tll»iuCdmi8sion ot wll‘e1'  1)0 ll!ul com'> secondly, j1U(| 0XprC5a

his regret at the occurrence of 
that omission, and to say that tho 
regret which ho telt would bo 
greatly increased it the omission 
specially to notice the reports in 
question had caused, or was likely to 
cuiso injury to any class which would 
be ailected by the B ill; and, thirdly, 
ho be j  god to assure the Honorable 
and learned Chairman, that there was no 
desire, aud that there could have been 
no intent on on th’e part ot the Select 
Committee to keep out o f tho view ot 
the Council any papers that had been 
received on the subject ot this mil. 
Tho Council must be aware t.iat, 
even supposing the Select Ccnmitteo 
could have entertained such a desiro 
as tliaC which ho had mentioned, they 
must have been sensible that it was 
not in their power to accomplish what 
they wished, simply because they 
knew that, equally with themselves, a 
copy of the reports to which he was 
referring had been previously sent m 
regular course to every Member o f tlio 
Council, including tlie Honorable and 
learned Chairm an, and the Honorable 
and learned Judge on Ins right (Sir 
Mordaunt Wells). , 1T„ rTO ,

Snt M O K D A U N T W E L L S  here 
interrupted tho speaker, and said that 
the reports had not come to him.

Mit. ILAIUNGTON resumed. The 
rionopabloai.d learned Chairman did not 
deny that he had received the reports, 
and he (Mr. llarinoton) had no 
doubt that he could show by the nlhea 
despatch books, that the reports had 
been sent both to the Honorable nnd 
learned Chairman, and to tlie Honor­
able and learned Judge's predecessor,
Sir C ln rlcs .Taekson, to \vho»o papeis
ho (Mr. Haringfon) took it toi
g l u . d t t a . t i . .  u o » « “ » ;
ed Jud<re had succeeded at tho same 
time that lie succeed,a to Ins seat in

this C" l,-iD A lJN T  W E LL S said,

Sf?jr uo

*r°M n ' H  A.11I N G T 0  N continued. TTo 
\L\ then that tho Honorable 

a .T le a rn e d  Judge on his appoint- 
‘l i t  had applied to aud received

C 3
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i to M5®"
agai^t tho Bill, and t l t f^  bojd  
ber for Bombay. ; on his P» 
that tliure was no dts .ijscussio11' ,lfl. 
to avoid enquiry J"‘ cii ^  P 
the contrary. S(,1)tcmberi
r gued

from tlie office nil the papers belong­
ing to his predecessor, relating to 
Bills ami other matters pending bt- 
foro the Council. This was what 
took place in his own case when ho 
joined tho Council, and ho believed 
that it was what was usually done on 
the occasion of every new Member 
taking his seat.

JSI.u. EORBES coiilinned what Mr. 
Harington hud stated as to the prac- 
tico of the Coimc T on a clumgo of 
Members, and added that lie did not 
arrive in Calcutta until after the de­
parture of his predecessor, Mr, Eliott., 
tut that, on his arrival, tho whole of 
Mr. Eliott's papers were sent to him.

Sin MORDAUNT WELLS said, 
lie had not received any paper?! from 
the olHce, except tho current papers 
which had been sent to him in com­
mon with the other Members.

Mr . 11/UilNGTON said, if all the 
papers relating to pending Bills had 
not been sent to tho Honorable and 
learned Judge, ho was not to blame.
It was tlie fauli of tlie olliee. lie (Mr. 
Jlarington) was not in charge of the 
oflico, and was not answerable for its 
omssions.

Tho Honorable and learned Judge 
had also complained of the delay which 
had taken placo in the presentation of 
tho Selot t Committee’s Report on this 
Bill, wlrch he observed had nut been 
given in until 1 ng after it was duo. 
lie (Mr. llaringtou) at once admitted 
that there had been great delay, for 
which he was exceedingly S"rry, but 
in self-defence he must say that i' 
aroso in a considerable degree from cir- 
eumstauces'beyond his control, 'l’lrse 
circumstances he would proceed to ex­
plain. Tho explanation would bring 
1'iin to tho causes of the omission no­
ticed by the Honorable and lonrned 
Chairman in tho Report of tiie Select 
Committee, and would enable him to 
show how that omis-ion had occurred. 
Tho Bill whs read a second time on 
the 27th August 1850, and in order 
that it might undergo a full and fair 
discussion, lie (Mr. llarington) put 
upoiiihe Select Committee the Honor­
able Member for Bengal, and the Ho­
norable and learned Judge, Sir Charles 
Jackson, who had spoken most strongly 

Mr. Uarington

Iron, ti.o

ber for Bengal
t urns as to the workm0 _, ^. ^ a )
of 18i>7. He (•Mr-

lliufg 
to res'

the

m ,t T h in k , it
motion, which ^ 7 l l ‘)n05  
r e tu r n s  asked tor >) _  t retf , ( 
M em b er for Ik-ngal w u j  the o

un til  late  in
for t h c r  b o i u a . P ^ i  *

’ ... tlie
u» "

in
bein« P1’ 

been made unt 1 the 
month, it was not 

" April that fenlbcr»- " ^ i '
h i- '.

w«'° 3|l0rtV
Ol  A p r i l  .......... . nlbcr»- M
b und s of H o n o ra b le

““‘St!**
lifter it devolved upon ute0
ber of the Select CommH^,
tho Hill.Incoino Tax a setlll'’'i it
say that, until that.U  r prijit ^
,he Select C'omi.ntUo a ^  t,„ie
occupio I «l'|'oS‘  1 
at ten'ion ot tho • othf-1 _ fltlcU
He would appeal :( vV|ietllC1 jjt-
b „,, of «I» ............................ k>
was not the case “  BOort * j„-
lic it  Bill to settle. (,,0,u tl>« ^
could command eu ^eij
come Tax Bill, he > J * l . * V  
Bill hefore tho Com' Bi)1< ^
another very
meantime Sl1’ , l ll0 „ "’Kthe Council, and tho ^ , , ^ ,  ^ 1  
norable Member tor ^  p

......' i »  • , * : £ <
* 5.

JSC***?
had terminated m , atte" ^1',
him from giving ,n „ lCe “" 's 
business. T h o» ’»*J J ,0r
a il j  th e  H o n o r a b le  »  [U by fi,i

-  « ■  *» »rul° , rrf -  ’*w» go__ _ 1 tjiiv
solves, But **
lv upon *01110 ol tbe o,i0 J1 ^o1

i l teo b e in g  :>blo to ^ ^ 1
■ Icared that tho . t;„g )(0 $' 

««<>.. Tho Bill r UaljoVed t j #

m 
he
1 o over. 
Conveyances,
relating to tho cotton : 
bay, were in lhlSJ ionS, "...I 
last, by mutual coiice<? ^ gfti 
Honorable Meuibe

d i < r ; 0dlie
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a£rcf'm(M1t to tho alterations 
1 should bo recommended to tho 

liiUUC'̂  0̂r n('°pt'oii in tlie original 
an W?r 'le say in tho present law,
1 . e Honorable Member for Bengal 

'/‘S agreed with him that they 
dof- , rePort tho Rill, ho at once 
ti'J'n ^l0 ^ er'c ° f  the Council, who 
ri a y prepared the Reports o f Select 
anlnm'trCes’. draw up the lieport, 
^  18 ‘ “ rnished that officer with a
Hoi»B?r?n^um *-ho alterations pro- 
Ub introduced into the llill.

- ............................of the
snmo evening 

t ' e Council
___  the Select Com-

advised should bo made in the 
«lei:til10 ^ v o  notice

, h k  r.,M o f the omis ion might ho 
♦ ablShid  by several Reports present-e-ta b h slita  y 1(ip consld„r -

o d b e f  ro th e  K tpor by |llft

ntion, and Tax;

8elei ro ° nte<? t,le K°l’ w t 
and I r omm’ ttee tho sir~- 

°*P»ahied to 
R a t i o n s  which

wrong, 
pentation o f the 
Hill and was no

prnpos- 
l'h  is

bo
that at the next 

’"uvetf the Council be should 
'tself ■ the Council should resolvo 
Con '•I*'0 a Committee o f tlio whole
farlv '•lp° n tl,B Hil1- ITo &av0 t,lis 
tlie l " 01' 00 ns t,ie lier>od f ° r which 
Vaa j W then in foreo was passed 
%as J ’!f,vv'nf? to a close, but there 
Actt amP'o time for tho new 
'■''lit ° 1 keforo the expiration of
S(, u and he took steps to

°arly receipt by Honorable 
Pd tho amendments
Viis 0 SeVet. Commtteo,
|>iV6 j.® Pxplanation which he had to
ill 10 delay that had taken place
'<'ittee-l)rC,8entat’ion " f the SoU'cfc Oom'tliH ' H “ Cport, and now ns regarded 
ana ,'n,88>on noticed bv the Honorable
It ,V|,"7 'e(1 Chairman’ in that report.
in tliQ 0 |, |"Prly tho practice to  en te r 
of tiu. i’!mr”’u Of th e second paragraph  
potiti0n (Jl)or''8 °* Select C om m ittees all 
liners *’ Pu' Inmunications, and other 
i«ittee » ei’red to  tho Select Com ­
pere or consideration, and th ey  

, ,l®rally alluded to  in  these 
petitiojT" * ^ l0 com m unications and 
^ o r e 8

m o r e  p a r t ic u la r ly  

1?e p o r t  p r c » ™ | * f n ™  vJ U  n T l i s t  w a s

B il1 ’  ’ " / i ’ .e  m itn e r o u s  p e t i t i o n s  p r e s e n t -  
g iv e n  o f  t l i e  m  i H e  m e n t io i i e d
(.<1 a g a in s t  t h  • | he d i s c o n -

J!’ ,S  10 9' 7 t  i p r a c t i c e  w a s  r i g h t  o r
t in u a n c e  o f  t ‘ P  f  t l i e  pPB.

l t  t 0 ° k  P  K e p o r t  on t h e  A r m s  
act o f  h is .  H e  d id

, ,  R eport o n  t h e  A r m s
n o t  s e e  t h e  i1Pf o r e  l ie  p r e s e n t -
B il l  u n t i l  j i i * t  b e ta  ' p  t  t l l0

t im e  t h a t  t u t  r e p 0 r ts  o r  p e t i -
in  t h e  m a r g in  o f  tl P S e le c t
tio n s  re c e iv e d  a n d  r e t e r r e a  o b .

C o m m i t t e e  o n  p s i .
s o r v r d  t h e  o m i s s j o ^  ^ “ ^ “ ^ e d  it
b l e  t h a t  h o  H i,ou  d n o t  u  s tn t c ( l

in  r e f e r e T e V ° t l ^  r e ^ n t  p r a c t i c e  in  
a9 r e g a r d e d  * o f  t h is  n a t u r e .
d r a w in g  n p  1 ( l o u b t  t h a t ,  a s  o b -

C h a ir m a n ,th e 8  disregarded
Council had UiUtny
in t i n - r e s p p ^  ■ ' '  v i t h tho
poets, and h t  j  ir,Q |llliiMiian thnt\tonorableandle m d U j  ^irman th"

c''s;,U. « « »
t im e  l ie  m u s t  “ '’ .V u  ( ]n t ie s  o f  t h o't «"'» i”rt. }'Toiluie bfttl i ouglit 1>0
e x t r e m e ly  h e a v y ,■ n n l( .h  l o s s  o t
n 0  m a t t e r  o t  1 . gu r0  la s t e d ,  t l io
-b la m e  it ,  « h >  J  1 t  a t l e n d e d

bed for'ns nnd strictness
— of

mentioned in tho margin 
rred to tlio Select Com* 

rj« . havo received their atten- 
hy tbe pi If Paragraph was inserted 

8 assist ^ 10 Council or one of 
?U(l its , nta.’ as a matter of course, 

et* a " 8er *̂on n\ay be said to bavo 
> e l i t H r! . n'ochanical process. For 

eU Paat the paragraph had
^HUgo I* tu^' The reason for the 

10 was uuablo to explain,

’^ t t e e  r ° fe r r e d  
tion .” '

which wore obsm C o u n ( ,i l  when the 
flio a r\ f a  loss lubo-
work of his Olhco wa conclusion> ho
rious character. Coun0n that the 
begged to ll9B̂ ,  f  m the Lieutenant- 
reports r e c e i v e d f r o m ^  ftnd North-
Governors o f t Bengal) nnd the
Western l rnV' te to them, had been 
officers f J S d e r e d  by the Select 
most cnrefu n̂ d i,ad been discussed by
Committee, w in and again. l ie
that Comm tte g lfl fnend t ,e

E nr ° f -  Bengal would bear h.m
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p u t  in  th is  s ta t e m e n t  / u P o  
in t im a t e d  h i8 a s s e " t\  S c o n c e
one other remark i wn“ 
ed to make in ** lc‘*1 l̂e wish-
t i . e  B u 4 e s t i o n , ’ T ' T  t0  B o m < > ot 
t l . e L i e u f i T f l n  I I o n o ™ b le
Western T o  - ^ en ‘0r<?fth eN o i t'‘ -
Cninmittee " h a ™ h u ! '  tJ1°- Seluct 
P® to adopt DamelV S ^ w 1* pr°-
time pant the idpn i> \ . 80,ne
when the Select P ° • Preva, êd tlmt,

tl»» 0™n,m«“t.SL,?rff“1gestions in tlio u,8CUSs their suo-
Conunittee, and to r̂!" ° f tlle Se]ect 
not adopting them “ Vr* rf asons for
apologise for havintr o J  - ^eg° e ‘1 to
o f the time o f the p „  P1̂  80 ,lmch 
matter personal *■ ^ ?ui>cil about a

*<'e on th e  lo m .i i t-
tlie Council fop !|f„ j ? <° « » » k

W s t ^ - S S
Pi (i-

to him on Friday morn’ng,tlio f°j ® ^  
diy (Saturday) being tlie day fi*e j a 
tlie consideration of the Ĵ ill- , 
looking into the Bill, finding a ^ n# 
ence made to tlie Act of 1857, l*e Cl̂ c, 
pared it with the Bill S«ctiou by ^  

i tion, and lie was surprised to on 
■Bill tota ly different from tlie jffd 
Among the papers which be n 0[’ 
with tlie lfeport was the stutcnit ^  
objects and reasons, in which htJ 
as follows :—

I It
“  So far as I am aware, tlie A ct I) J e ­

well. E very  one ot its provislL)̂ a,, 0 vv[it>le 
fu lly  considered by a Comm ittee ot ^  
C ouncil before it was allowed to 
o f  the A c t . N o  modifications " “ T ^ l e d
proposed, aud none seeiu to ui® 
for.”

=as »«£
practice r  *" accordance 

( S  r  A T o rd a iin t  v i ' , f ,  . le n d  > a n d

Ho was in total ignorance aS 
reason o f the change, aud 
the Government to be 8,1 .j^li 
with the former Act, W 1"*1 tfl.r« 
lie was not then aware 1 . |iii
any- complaints. ConsequeN ^  ^  
vote against the amentlmcn w:1j 
Honorable nmi lonrned iriel 
one which he was

£
" > « » )  e n t ir t - ly  c

n , . -----  and
r, t ,,,air had stated 
B ut still the fact re-

eo re- 
not

saw ex-

°n the subject.

(WoA welT;;se?uence of &

Council to see the J t T  wi?hed

P]aCet* kst 8̂ “  when’ l l
3i o n o r a i r ; : idthr  oT  hi!
shortly after |,j ,o ^ r!1f fnend. y erj
“ ppointnient to H « 0rda" ut W d l.^
was brought ™  ft! Cou“ cll> BiU 
saw and knew noH/ COnSldmtion' He 
the pastbisfr. e i'n® Personnl]y about
P"P .“ « “ S e ” Ll ,C‘1Uf '!ion' * »  « " *
were the Ueport ofH i ° D t,1G subJect 
and the amended Bin T h ?  Comn,ittee 

**• H a r i„ aton ' * ^

. o b l i s L ‘ d  i tbyĝafter tho alteration proposes J u„. 
Right Honorable friend, "  hie 1 tui 
derstood to have placed tno jgje 
tlie same footing with the ,. \Jf'
i f  he had seen the opin'oUS n 
Muyne, one o f the ablest Be y atteo> 
in the Civil Scrvice, o f Air; jiO1* 
Captain Fenton, Mr. ’ f fle-
others, all o f them Civil ^ 
veral years standing, a>ld ! Jjic'U11'' 
to these the opiniou ot ‘  * -.if 
nant-Qovernor o f the N «rt |̂it t0 bj 
Provinces, that Europeans oao îtniiic,1i 
exempted, he would ask t £av*>r^
whether he could have voteu ffjtn
the continuance o f the A ct0 , g foil‘d* 
out exempting Europeans. teui>1)'
ing «as the Keport of t h e ^  f t ?  
Governor o f the North-
vmces I Oh

“ It  appesrs to  tlie ^ f nte^ n g  tJvtfll* 
therefore, that, instead of_P®s . ct bl> 

" notice, s im ply l,e1cl!l.n '%  be
-----7 to  be perpetual, it V „  prO^T^

to fram e a new  Aet, which 8 ;oU oi fit 
the princip le  thut tlie p063 «i'!!

under 
o f  1857 to

•nd am m unition and m ilit»0  
natives o f  this country, j  #lii^“  
danger to the p u b lic  p W ei •
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•UlplH, " “ •■render o f
with ample authority to

aud ttilitar anus, am m uuition,
Oi.‘ “ ¥’u>as well ?  Bbljres o f  every de- 

u‘ i' l‘ufacturi> to  con trol and regulate 
e* e Keiiernl* .8a*.e all such articles.

*P M o,w j,, I’j 'a c ip le  declared, certain 
,  find dm,.in, v  Prohibition to possess 
Jfr : w ill o f  course be neccB-

- ,  I1*  present u ?  f ° r ,h at the 6th Section 
llr»PCans a ’ . ^ ol,or w ould certainly

T o all’ ti I,lcriCttniJi a>td other sim ilar 
•» i ncedp f l .1CSe the I-icutenant-Governor 
0 n ® Privilege o f  keeping anna
la ” ^c»Ur,.(.f,,r private use (though

«id V pre,ent m  I , M «i ^'irunno... . ’ l?  H onor w ould certainly
id o ther sim ilar
tenant-Governor
>f keeping anna

^U rscfur I " lvnt0 use (though
po ^ey for tlie,” _ . ' V oL|tquestion . A liens

cl,«se»
“ i? U entenant-Gov ernor

PMl#tion o f  wi I>art lu'e *u a land the
e r j1! inveterataUl “ l)llt recently show n the 
h!*0’ tliov I f  hostility  to their race and

“lori „  tl»>iks'i ' Vltl1 aI1y  justice (His
«n» ?P°n» wliiol. *1 U‘c the ,r<:e Possession 
f,r f, tllne, to UBe 7  I.lmy ,m ve occasion , at 
for ,® P a c t i o n  o f ' f '  1,crsonal protection,

S ? * '*  be .........property. It cannot
D,, ,.abn8e ,i assumed o f  these that they 
fr bl,c Peace <• I’ nvil,!8e > no d anger to the 

^ fnccsv" . rea<,o n“ hly apprehended 
1? I’a te * . ®s,(jn : ju st the contrary m ay be 
Of a°err ^ 'fe n ie W \ .a.8* !^  *t appears to His
*,,.i ' r M-iiesti-v'. ‘u" ’  lu l>*»ce il J ‘ Ubj.cts in the same category
ci, f: tuU'-|lt restrictions as those who

,wr°Us. «nd tm'mu ^  CII'eri, IKe- how trea

invidious to place this class

“ n*, HQ(I v“ |'d ll.UV.Vi UU1Y noil*
t ° rthy c uient they can be, and how 

win fluently* thQy  are to  be again
S i  ‘ l,C L i e u t . ™ , ® '  description.ev(-n ty!jlltenunt'Uovcrnor imagines,of 
Dr.*. *°J.'i»la(i,U aie °PP0SC<1 on principle to

t o ? , ’ 'Vi“  ro f» se ‘ o  a dm it and
of t p Cri the on ,ec?^ n'ze the broad distinction 

‘"Th ,nHttL'r C °  S all<* L̂ e other in respect

•Mia6 "i'uulcM ’ '" ' 'o p ^ n s  aud others excepted, 
<>ut **u,Ii‘tioii nvl° Pcrm >tted to possess arms or 
*tihî  ***© to their private uses w ith- 
Oth^t to Stl„» e S a u te d  by tho Magistrate, 

r"ise  as ih  n <io u ditions o f  paym ent or 
a be thought necessary

°uld lm i
\ir°n°rablo 6 8uPPosod th a t th e  
N e r ,>  PplM.e® ber lor th e  N orth- 
. ' en(led a ° ' la ces would have recoin- 
,Ppo<6(j . 'e/iiaui't> which was d in c tly  
nfr,lteiant ft 0 Piu i°n8 ot his own 
»ik(iii‘ls Un,i!r0iV-ernor and other high 
.. ’i'ty 0p r  ^ u n i who had th e  respon- 
or^*.no, wi1-irr^ 11)S oa th e  w ork of dis- 
Or ? \Vn=U*Leven n o ticing those 

on 
Qine 
aid 
ion 
etn( 
t -G

^  Western l>rovinces had
mere

fw .^U ed auy th in g  se ttled
^6 Q q>, * ^^0 n m 4  4.1, „  X,’'

M 
ite
Je

could

WiT ^Qvern ,̂ Part of the Execu- 
conl<ie^ ’ i8tated t°th e  Council,

?«st I
i ' eute

-  ttle No»fu°\?rnor and the Officers

Hi,lt °P>nirm I-n- ca llim to accept
L i r p m  11}8tea(l o f  these ? It
ht^Oant r °  ered that what the 
u thA xt Governor

aot be attributed to

fancy on their part, nor to any class 
feeling. Theirs was the language of ex­
perience. Could we set at naught the 
stron" advice which these gentlemen had 
givenus,namely,that you must not dis­
arm the European population, because, 
if you did, you would jeopardize their 
lives and property. Disregard if  you 
pleased the opinions o f the commercial 
Im m unity in Calcutta ; disregard the 
opinions of the Judges o f the Supreme 
Court. But could this Council dis­
regard and ignore tho well-defined and 
firmly expressed opinions ot the
Lieutenant-Governor and the ollicinU
of the vi ry Province regarding wll'c,1'  
they were proposing to legislate r It it 
were to be said that we wero to act on 
private communications, he was of opi­
nion that we ought not to do so. 
must act on public communications and 
them only. When Mr. Mayne and the 
other gentlemen expressed these opi­
nions, they did so on public grounds, and 
they bad aright to be heard andhstened 
to. It had been said that there was an an­
tagonism existing between Civilians and 

•Non-officials; he did not believe it. 
He believed tlie opinions of the Civili­
ans were in full harmony with there 
of the other classes on this question. Uu 
the whole, then, ho did not see why ho
should allow a law to bo re-enactedcon- 
t r a r v  to the opinions of those who might 
b e  supposed to be the best judge, m 
t 'e  matter, and therefore he saw no 
reason for continuing to vote ■R «»s^he 
exemption of Europeans. I f  we went 

, l »  o p i n i o n ,  o f  » n d ,  j o
s h o u l d  » " t  b e  a r t i n *  o n  ;The Honorable Member ot Couiu.il op
nosite (Sir Bartle Frere) had said 
ha the Government were prepared

opinion, o f  

r - T . j S r  ^ “ obsen'ed, 'th a tcommunications ince8 had not
the N o rth-W estern  a. w hat wa3

•beVsirnMordrauntAVells) to do as a
. i f  the face of these reports.

legishitor of tiraidlesigia-
K r p u t a r L m t o t b e  hands o f men
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a l r e a d y  s t a i i  e d  w i t h  t h o  b l a c k e s t  
c r i m e s ; c o u l d  w o  d o u b t  a s  t o  w h a t  
w o u l d  b e  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  s u c h  l e g i n l a -  
t i c m  f o u r  o r  f i v e  3 e a r s  h e n c e ?  W a s  
t h i s  a  m a t t e r  o n  w h i c h  w e  s h o u l d  
a c t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e o r y  m e r e l y  ?  T h o  
L ' e u t e n a u t - G o v o r n o r  h a d  3a i d  t h a t  j o u  
m u s t n o t d i s a r m  E u r o p e a n s — t h e  n a t i v e s  
m u s t  n o t  k n o w  t h a t  y o u  w o r e  p l a c i n g  a  
b a n  o n  l o y a l  E u r o p e a n s .  H e  ( S i r  M o r -  
d a u n t  W e l l * )  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  
a  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  q u e s t i o n .  l i e  r e ­
p u d i a t e d  s t r o n g l y  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  t h i *  
b e i n g  a  m a t f c t - r  o f  c l a s s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  
A s  h e  h a d  s a i d  b e f o r e ,  l i e  p l a c e d  
e n t i r e  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  
G o v e r n m e n t ; b u t  y e t  h e  m u s t  a s k  
t h e m  i n  a  m a t t e r  o f  t h i s  i m p o r t a n c e  
n o t  t o  r u n  a w a y  w i t h  a  t h e o r y  b y  s e t -  
t i u g  a s i d e  t h e  o p i n i o n s  .  f  t h a  h i « h  
a u t h o r i t i e s  w h o  h a d  h a d  a  p r a c t i c a l  
k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  w o r k i n g  o f  t h e  

A c t  o f  1 8 5 7 ,  a n d  w h o  m u s t  b e  c o u ­
r i e r e d  t o  b e  b .  t t e r  j u d g e s ,  h e  m u s t  
b o  a l l o w e d  t o  s a y ,  w i t h o u t  m e a n i n g  
a n y  d i s r e s p e c t ,  t h a n  t h e  H onorable 
M o m b t » r  o f  C o u n c i l  o p p o s i t e  ( ^ i r  
H u r t l e  I ' V e  r e )  a n d  h i s  B i g h t  H o n o r ­
a b l e  f r i e n d ,  l l o  w o  I d  t a k e  t h e  
l i b e r t y  o f  t e l l i ,  g  t h e m  t h a t ,  i f  t l  e v  
a t t e m p t e d  t o  l e g i s l a t e  w i t h o u t  a  k n o w ­
l e d g e  a n d  w i t h o u t  t a k i n g  a  c o m p r e h e n ­
s i v e  v i e w  o f  e x i s t i n g  f a c t s ,  t h e i r  l c g i s -  
I f t t i o n  c o u l d  n o t  b u t  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  
c r u d e ,  a n d  p r o v e  a b o r t i v e .  L e t  u 8 
h o w e v e r ,  b y  a  b o l d  m e a s u r e ,  i m p r e s s  
o n  t h e  m i n d s  0 f t l  o  n a t i v e s  t l . a t  w e  w e r e  
r e a l l y  i n  e a r n e s t .  D o n ’ t  l e t  t h e m  - a v  
o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t ,  “ L o o k ,  w h a t  
t h e y  a r e  d o i n g ;  t h e y  a r e  p l a c i n g  E u r o ­
p e a n s  u n d e r  t l i e  s a m e  b a n  w i t h  u s . ”  
H o w  g r e i i t  a l s o  w o u l d  b a  t h e  d i s i p .  
p m n t m e n t  o f  t h e  L i <  u t e n a n t - G o v e r n o r  
o f  t l i o  N o r t h - W e s t e r n  P r o v i n c e s ,  a n d  
h i s  O f f i c e r s  i f  t h i s  B i l l  w o r e  t o  g o  b a c k  
t i >  t h e m  i n  a  f o r t n  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e i r  
a d v i c e ,  t h u s  p l a c i n g  h i m  u n d e r  t h e  
n e c e s s i t y  o f  t e l l i n g  t h o  E u r o p e a n s ,  
“  G e n t l e m e n ,  I  h a v e  d o n e  m y  b e s t ,  
a n d  I  w a s  l e d  t o  e x p e c t  t h a t  t h e  
H o s o r a b l o  M e m b e r  w h o  r e p r e s e n t e d  
t h e s e  P r o v i n c e s  w o u l d  h a v e  c a r r i e d  
o u t  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  m e a s u r e  i n  
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  f a c t s  I  h a v e  
s e t  f o r t h ,  a n d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  
t h e  s t r o n g  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  I  h a v e  
m a d e  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  i n s t e a d  o f  < a n y -  

S ir  Morduunt IFells

ing o u t n measure based on totally 
diilbrent principles.”

U n d e r  t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  l i e  ( S i t  
M o r d a n n t  W e l l s )  d e c l a r e d  h i s  d e t e r ­
m i n a t i o n  t o  s u p p o r t  t l i o  a m e i i d n e n t  
o f  h i s  H o n o r a b l e  a n d  l e a r n e d  f r i e n d .  
A f t e r  t l i e  d i s c l o s u r e  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  
m a d e ,  h e  c o n s i d e r e d  h i m s e l f  r t ' l '  a s e d  
f r o m  t h e  v o t e  u h i c h  h e  g a v e  c n  t h e  
f o r m e r  o e c n s i  n ,  a n d  h e  r e j o i c e d  t h a t  
h o  w a s  r e l e a s e d  f r o m  i t .  l i e  tO'k h i*  
s t a n d  u p o n  t h e s e  o f f i c i a l  p a p e r s ;  ^  
t o o k  h i s  s t a n d  u p o n  t h e  p e r f e c t  in f o r *  
m u t i o n  w h i c h  t h e y  d i s  l o s e d ;  a n d ,  n b o v e  
o i l ,  h e  t o o k  h i s  s t a n d  011  t h e  s t » t i M a e n t  
o t  t h o  I l  ' i i o r a b l o  M e m b e r  f o r  th©  
N o r t h - W e s t e r n  P r o v i n c e s ,  t h a t  E ' , r  • 
p e a n s  a s  a  c l a s s  c o u l d  c l a i m  e x e m p t 1® 1! 
o l t h o u g h  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  M e m b e r  in ip h *  
h o l d  a  difi'erHTit o p i n i o n  n o w .  J l i s K i g 1'*  
H o n o r a b l e  f r i e n d  h a d  u n d e  # l l u > w n  
i n  t h e  Q u e e n ’ s  P r o c l a m a t i o n ,  i l l s  (■, i r  
M o r d a u n t  W e l l s )  w o u l d  o b s e r v e  th * t>  
v i h e n  H e r  G r a c i o u s  M a j e s t y  u p o k o  *'* 
e q u a l  l e g i s l a t i  <11 ,  s u r e l y  i t  w a s  w *  
i n t e n d e d  t h n r .  i t  w a s  u n e q u a l  
l n t i o ' i  t o  d e a l  o u t  j u s t i c e  t o  a  b o d y  o f h ’J * *  
k u r o p c a n s .  T h e  i m p a r t i a l  a r l i n i '  i - ,r i | ’ 
t i o n  o f  t h e  l a w  w a s  w h a t  t l i e  Q u m o '4 
P r o c l a m a t i o n  a s s e r t e d — n o t  t h e  8U 

j e c t i n g  E u r o p e a n s  t o  a  D i s a r m  n g  ^  
l e s t y o u  w o u l d  g i v o  o f t e n e e  t o  t h e  p ,( '* 

j u i l i c e s  o f  t h e  n a t i v e s  i f  y o u  <iis< ariiif l‘ 
t h e m  a l o n e .  l i e  w o u l d  n o t  
a  m o m e n t  i n  a r g u i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  
a  P o l i ' e  B i l l ,  l i e  d e n i e d  i t  » «
H e  h a d  b e e n  c h a r g e d  e l - e w l i e r e  
h a v i n g  d e a l t  s e v e r e l y  w i t h  E u r o p e  
i n  C r i m i n a l  c a s e s .  H e  h a d  n o  o h j* * *  
t i o n  t o  p r o v i d e  m o s t  s t r i n g e n t  1* * *  
a g a i n s t  E u r o p e a n  m u r d e r e r s ,  t i ‘i e v t '3< 
a n d  o t h e r  o f f e n d e r s ;  b u t  t h i s  w *4 * 
d i f f e r e n t  m a t t e r  t h a t  v i e  w e r e  c o u s i n *  
i n g .  \ V r o  n o w  h a d  a  > o c k  t o  s t a n d  u p J fl 
i n  t h e  p a p e r s  t o  w h i c h  h o  b a d  r e f e r I Y ‘ 
W a s  h e ,  a s  a  l e g i s l a t o r ,  t o  t a k e  

a d v i c e  o f  t w o  o r  t h r e e  H o n o r a b l e  ’ 
» n e n  h e r e ,  i n  p r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  o p t o ' ,  |  
o f  t h o s e  w h o  h a d  h a d  t h e  p r u c t i f *1 
w o r k i n g  o f  t h e  A c t .  K e  c a r e d  n o t b W  
a b o u t  p r i v a t e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s .  J  
w a s  d u o  t o  t h e  n a t i v e s  a n d  t o  a l l  c l * * 8! ?  
o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  t l i a t  w e  * 1* ° “ ;  
l e g i s l a t e  o n  w e l l - d e f i n e d  p r i n c i p l e * -  
a s k e d  t h e  C o u n c i l  m o s t  e a r n e B t l /  
p a s s  t h i s  C I h u s o ,  a n d  h e  c o n c h n M  
t h a n k i n g  t h e m  f o r  l i a r i n g  u l l w c d  h i
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attonf '8 °P!n'on> as well as for 
his obsnr, l°t̂  W l they had paid to 
S88Uro thp a ?nS‘ c°uld sincerely 
convigtin m 1 1 he entertained a strong 
had the hft° n the question. W hilst he 

felt th f °u a 8ea*; this Council^ 
^hat hn h*!- was bound to support 
ill classes6 levec  ̂ t0 h® strict justice to

•Hake ^P^NCE said, ho wished to 
fepeiice t °W ,remnrks, both with re- 

Î'nor'iKlo ' la<* ftdlen from the
Hon “ [‘^hia-ned Chairman and 

0,1 h's left It and Earned Judge 
Wodp •' , ? ^  80,ne doubt ns to

°*)aervnt-; 'n w 'ich he should open the 
aPl>eare,i01!8 he had to make. It 
a&d ]ea °  him that his Honorable 
>̂i*ed ur ef  fliends had repeatedly 

*‘0i>8--0., ’°  entirely distinct quee-
Pulatiof, .P’ j 10 disarming of the po- 
eiemPtin>i»anp  ^*° otheri the policy of
P^red f" ® llropeans. And it ap- 
L?°n°rable apprehended by tho 

"* *h'*t lL'arnelJ go nonr
°r rpject H £0unc'l '»ight not ailirm 
°"’r'inerif le, r8t proposition on its 

oil h ’  ̂ wouhl accept tlie law 
v "ropf*Hus 16 ?on.d'tion o f including 

^ liis '"th in  its provisions. 
eontiuui..»,,p.lni.on- wns strong agn list
*, g e n e i f  r v ‘ X X V I U  o {  1 8 5 7  a * 

8am(» t- •Ul âruiing Act, but at 
flection ' ? e , U '"'Kht bo in the re-
o e debit*”  , tlle. Council that in Ihe
! ‘'at in £  i‘! ;_had ,^ -tin etly  stated
S8, ai»endi»8i <?P'n ' on the present Hill, 
^hole (_'0r -11 Com m itted o f  the

he Si 1 __
Jlo.,„. ,0?1 Commit ten: n°rablp .. . nmi, teH, composed of h is

l'n8t?n) a"<l h i '2 i t-ip.p° ske (l) lr,' J,lar'

. *»«!. Was by iii, means an ade- 
» he i  u ê lor the expiring Act. 

t  
,v

^eti ' i  h i|nseli w e n t  m u c h  fa r t h e r . 
. 0ntinUai R“ opting the system of a 
J  Act X v Im i ôr arms» RS provided 
o mni'tte« o f 1857, the Select
t?rry>nn0f ProPO‘ ed to license tlie 
ti4*" th?3 I|'8, thought however
s £ .  11 m ig h t  bh“ ° t  b °  e n o u g h  ! a n d„ ' ter and i be necessary to re- 
ti-°8‘ It & 1Cetl8e the possession of 
t  #‘en«u»eitlCd t0 him that, as by 

e»»es in -wi ^°u w°uld know at all 
nt arm, villaSe8 and to what 

,, °ple, v Were possessed by the
6 ^ ta a  V r0uld. h“ve in your hands

providing against the

dangerous use o f arms. The Honor, 
able and learned Judge assured them 
that the districts in the North-W estern 
Provinces were still full of arms, but 
he must doubt the facts to which re­
ference had been made. I f  the Council 
would refer to the report of the 
Lieutenant-Governor of the North­
Western Provinces, dated two months 
later than that from winch the Hono­
rable and learned Judge had quoted, 
he would find it stated as follows

“  T he work o f  disarm ing is hitherto in com ­
plete. In som e at least o f  the districts witl m 
the jurisdiction  o f  thi* (Jovernmen , 1 1
visions o f  A ct  X X V 1 H  have only v c iy  
recently been put in force.’

And further on it is said :—

“ F rom  all these circum stances it may bo 
reasonably assumed that the disarm ing o f  
these Provinces onnnot be athrmcd to be either 
thorough or oom plete.”

And certa;nly i t  appeared to  him 
th a ', though th e  disarm ing ot tho 
N o rth -W estern  Provinces might be in­
com plete, the rep o it of th e Lieutenant- 
Govern< r  did not support the statem ent 
of the H onorable and learnt d g en tle­
m an, th at Act X X V III  of 1857 had lit­
tle or no effect in  disarming the people, 
lie  m ight rem ark th a t with the report 
was sent up a return of anus whu-» 
had been taken. The return had not 
been printed ; or if so, we should have 
known th e  quautity  of arm s actually

takr to the exact mode in which tho 
Act was carried out, he found that the 
great power, which it conveyed were 
harshly and illegally « trc.«|;d; li ho 
mistook riot, one ot the Othcers, o 
whose judgment his Honorable and

us us to tlio mode in n , ,
sidered it proper to carry out the A c .
He said :—  •

, w  T t V I I I  o f  1857 a* an«  I  look upon A ct X X  macU.iiery ig enm .
utter abom ination. , j  oouipletely
brous, very the people o f
beyond tho ooinp . itg provisious may bo
the coim tty- but are singular-

gs.‘s»ir&-«»<*»»
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single district. H ad  indeed  any M agistrate 
kept to  the luw , tlie am ount o f  arm s seized 
w ou ld  have been v ery  very  sm all. W h a t then 
is the use o f  retain ing u law  w h ich  ia a m ere 
sham  ?”

Thus we had Mr. Mayne’ s authority 
for saying that the law was a sham, and 
that he took every means iu his power 
to seize arms without tlie authority of 
law. Be this, however, as it might, 
the chief question before tlie Couucil 
he (M r. Sconce) apprehended to be 
this, whether we were to continue tlio 
provisions for totally disarming the 
several districts in the Upper Pro­
vinces ? I f  tlie Lieutenant-Governor 
and tlie Officers subordinate to him re­
commended a continuance o f that law, 
they expressed the grounds o f their 
opinion in such a form, that ho (M r. 
Sconce) for one could not assent to 
tlie proposal. It  was true that the 
residents o f the Lower Provinces could 
not by any means appreciate the feel­
ings which residents during the muti­
ny in the Upper Provinces might 
have been led to form. But what­
ever allowance one might make on 
such grounds, it seemed to him that 
it was inexpedient, by house to house 
visitation, and by rigid search, to 
attempt to remove the arms of all tho 
people. N ot only were we to con­
sider the districts immediately under 
the Government of the Lieutenant- 
Governor o f tho North-W estern 
Provinces, but also other adjoining 
districts, with reference to which ho 
would ask tho Council to consider 
whether it was expedient to have two 
different laws on the same subject. 
Take for example the Nag'pore Pro­
vince, which adjoined the N orth­
Western Provinces. The Commis­
sioner o f Nagpore said :—

“  I  am  o f  op in ion  that the cn forocm eut o f  
the p rov is ion s  o f  utiy such A c t  w ou ld  bo both 
unw ise and in exped ien t. Its  in troduction  
m oreover w ou ld  be attended with considerable 
nnnoyancc and dissatisfaction , uud be p ro ­
d u ctive  o f  m u ch  ulurm .”

Then we bad the Eastern districts 
o f the North-Western Provinces, 
namely Ghazeepore and Gurruckpore,

# %hicl> bordered 011 the Bengal district 
o f  Chuprah : and us the Couucil were I 

Mr. /Sconce

probably not prrparcd to dis#*1̂ 
Chuprah or any other neighbourllj® 
Bengal district, it seemed to him 
not desirable to attempt to en ,̂rC(j 
a more rigid law in districts sepM'#*® 

"’from Chuprah by little moro tiui” ® 
imaginary line. l ie  did not 
to press too much upon tho 0PimV  
expressed by the Ollicers o f the N01'^  
Western Provinces, and he should11, 
have done so had not the Honors^ 
and learned Judge asked us to legj3''1̂  
according to fncts which now ex'*\ 
See what Mr. Williams, the Co»»lllls 
sioner o f Meerut, said—

“  I t  m ay b o  argued tlm t the P,in*8' in^cs 
w h ich  was sufficient in M eerut should 
everyw here. It w ill not now , where ^  
com m unities  have con cea led  and 
held  iheir arm s ; lioth iu g  but the k’ l" 'v ,0ivo 
that persistence in this course w ill in 
titter ruiii, w ill persuade them  to b'ive 
up .”

Sir  M O R D A U N T  WETjLS ^  
remarked that what Mr M a y n e  nl^ n(; 
to say was explained in a subacq1 j 

I part o f his loiter, where ho ilielltll) jty 
that “  no portion o f the colllI!ul'(ij.)- 
will benefit nr re by it (that 1!) 
arming) than t h e  natives o f the c„ 
try.”  |j

M r. SCONCE continued. 
proceed to read Mr. Williains’ 1 ^ i ,  
tho punishment to be inllictod iu 
cuses—

ttv“  T h is  punishm ent m ust bo no P °'p ' g< v  
one Hu pec for ou c spear, three for ol ’ c ft jr#11’ 
pons, four fo r  a sw ord , and eight ft11 ,̂|1(l.r0 
w hich tho peop le  w ill g la d ly  pay i *m. 
tho w h o le  v illage  obstinately retains t ■ (Jifl 
con fiscation  o f  all rights avoidable o " v |S jn * 
surrender o f  a certain num ber of ul,j 0( tl'J 
fixed  tim e j and where individuals ’ (lt|i 
award o f  a heavy line on  the bead " ’ ^ i t  0 
every  oll'om ling individual, on  I111- '  nik1'11
w hich the different k ind  o f  arms l i " ' /  
at fixed  h igh  rates, say in lieu o f  
a gun, thirty llupecs a  sw ord , tw 
u spear, aud ten llu p ecs  any other 
weapon. In  default o f  paym ent >’ 
in w eapons, im prisonm ent o r  corpor ^  jli 
m cnt to  be m llictcd  at the d iscrctio 
iMagistrate.”

, r <5
S i r  M O R I) AUNT W E L 1/ 3 

that the part o f Mr. Mayuo 3 y) 
which had just been read 111
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tak<*n in  e o n n e e t i o n  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
p a ra g r a p h  o f  h i s  l e t t e r  : —

“ The o.omplcto disarmin'? of tho population, 
n°waml for ever, is it most politic ami ex­
pedient measure in every way. No pornon ot 
‘"e community will benefit, more by it t a i 
}>o natives of the country, wlio will,

disarming is thoroughly earned out, be t  > 
a eroat extent saveil from tlio sm a n d n  

*lud. was formerly U.o consequence of arm 
w.n8 always ready at hand. Hut it <■ 

'""versally enforced, ami that it efui be on y 
V  'lie law giving ample aud full power to 

*c Exccutivo OHicor.”

M n . S C O N C E  r e s u m e d .  H e  d i d  
use  h i s  o w n  w o r d s  h u t  t h e  w o r t  8 

!* ‘ he  C o m m i s s i o n e r .  I f  w e  w e r e  t o  
tKke a r m s  o n ly  b y  s c o r i n g  m e n  * ba iK S  
^ « i e  d i s c r e t i o n  o f  t h e  M a g i s t r a t e ,  h e  
t ! '° u g h t  t h a t  t h e  B i l l  h a d  b e t t o r  he  
? lven u p  a l t o g e t h e r .  T h e  p u n i s h m e n t  
Im p o s e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  v ’n s  n o t  o n l y  y  
®Xl’essive f in e s  o r  c o r p o r a l  p u n iH l i in e n t  

a  r e c o m m e n d n t  io n  m a d e  b y  s e v e r *  
? f «>e D i s t r i c t  ( )  d i c e r s  a n d  s u p p o r t e d  y tho  L i e u t c i f a n t  G o v e r n o r  vvl18’ 
^ ' • o . i t  k n o w i n g  w h e t h e r  a r m s  ^  
1‘^ e d  o r  n o t !  a  d i s t r i c t  s h o u l  bo  

a s  c o n t a i n i n g  s u c h  an< * ‘
o f  a r m s ,  a n d  be  t o

1, 'ver  t h e m  u p .  T h e
‘ lle G o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e  N o r t h - W e s t  
* ' n  P r o v in c e s  w r i t e s  a s  f o l l o w  o n  t h i s  
l)0m t
(] ,^ 's Honor would thori’fore ®'T® n„,y
O lty to the Magistrate, whonovoi h ^ ^ y  
a.' e rC(l«onablo cause to snppos ^

n,u.;ti„n, &c„ nre concoaled w tl..n

lm„”^"nos of «'*y villnffo, to c'll' P.e t )ioy 

Irp 8 to Po'nt <»'* ,1,a r lac0S *  within a 
tiin» ! nc,ea,0ll< or ‘le,iver. t.l.ieuJ nttiK'h at 

given ; und, on <f» w with
a vi * Proprietary rights and >'» 'j. onC
•hotuih t?.0°i'G'ication, ufter tho exp y ^ ic ftS_ 
•sssJ1’ 11 1,10 arms, &c„ according ji(.

which the Magistrate may ■ *" u)li,.

should not bo »'irrc , ( f n f  aUadi- 
'n.!!,. 0'1, t:ulonlatctJ from tho dn subject
to 'r-« A "  sucl‘ confiscations shouh he . n b j ^  

by the C o in im ^ lo" er °

fraT° Tn’n ‘l  s u c h  ft r e e o n u n e n d f t t^ ^  s f th h o r r c n t .  A p u r e l y  i d e a l  a .
5, nt of avms Wfla io  be m ade  a n d  if

cl i f  Conj ee tu ra ! d e m an d  w ere  n °  

t W b y . b e  peop le , a ll 
A * in  t]10 v iJi(l„e were to  l e

c* * w .  u „  »" iia  U *  » « cJo w

rocomniendiitions like theso H e (Mr- 
Sconce) was ot opinion that it wasjto n to ;  rtniiiinue the disnrin-not necessary ^  thought, ani„g operations ; - _ and if
tin necessary u. d » !J ^  t(,  ado|,t 
unhappily . :tte(l to  them, he was
UOt r o f  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  a n d  l e a r n e dnieufc ot t u e  P*clude Jiuro-Chairinan, which w ^  1I(j woUi,l
peiiua from its l>r? t]l0 Seetion, assuggest, howevc . in ,0 thr^e

b o c 0 “ 9 ,J '  
separately. m a N  gaid) ho had

. • f- ,, to the Clauses being  ll0 objection to t » . i f  t)l0
c o n s i d e r e d  uofc c a r r i e d ,  lieexemption-provi • f vot,„g
reserved to  ” * f  Hill.

f o « b b s  w  k.’ l ' p y  t J  ” yM b . I  , t-0UIld  , e c e s s a ry
t l i a t  i t  h u d  n o  ^ .a l  p n , v i s i o n s  o t  
^  o f  in  a n y  p a r t  o
A c t  X N -*  ^ . a id e n c v .  e x c e p t i n g  m  t l i e  M a d r n s  r t  ( j a n a r a ,  w l i ic h ,
t h e  w o r t h - H i  P "  s o u t h e r n  M a h r a t t a i ib o r d e r i n g  o ' j  t h e ^ ^  tQ
country, had Tj1(, llt the rest of
clistiii-biiuce. niv l,lios^ parts of thothe PrcsRencv oi y t|i<j regi8tra- 
A-i't, w h i c h  r  i^rrc . ^  umIllu,nt,on  
t on iin<l sale o -  ̂ tliero had
L l  t a » .  f “,  nr.na. JIo

no « 0 "CT”'  rf.'ouBl't  its h o u l d  n  t  have «l o»' 8  f  the Cou„.
t . o e e n p y n n y ^ X  cal1 »!««* ,lh ®c il to-day, b u t  j  J u d g 0  indHonorable ami car  ̂ ^  ^  he 
ma«1e upon the Co t0IlH„t t-<>'fi-J ’ .nniendationof V r 0 ^ - *
Hor o f V S o  C .lB »r. .c« i«8a n d  s e v e r a l  o t  t l  Bi,oUld  b e  exeni]»t
h i " i . t , l f t* f « T r » . s  A c t .  T h o  l l o n o r -c d  f r o m  t h e  A.ri j lKip 0  m a d e  t i n s  
able » ” J  f ,“ " “ c o o n *  n o t “ l«’»
S o  g - Un,l t M  ,,l .et i o n  w a s  good i n  Q (i lli;vt
A ir .  Forbes) . , ^ ian thought it was
t h e  l e a r n e d  g e n  t ,ie g ro lU id  t l r n t
J o e d ,  b u t  solely came from such?  — .> .nm eiidati  . T . i f lu te n a n t -
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frood, b ut s o le ly  ^ ^ ''cam et h e  recoinnieudat he L ieutenaut-
t l h  authority »3 , cmen „f such 

« ‘ h» °a® ^  cx tcu w * 8. ‘ * , i , e L ifu te n a n t-O o v o r
* ! .« «  ° l 'm “ ' U »  a
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nor had adopted, and tho Honorable 
and learned .ludge had sa d that, had 
the papers widch contained this re­
commendation been before him on 
Saturday last, lie should have voted 
with, and not against, tlie motion of 
the Honorable and learned Chairman, 
that Europeans should be exempted 
from the operation o f the Anns Act. 
Tlie Honorable and learned Judge had 
said that,if the Council should go against 
the Lieutenant Governor and Ms offi­
cers, it would go against what w- a ail- 
vised on public grounds ; he had asked 
the Council whether it was, < r was not, 
to act on the opinion o f those gentle­
men whose reports were forwarded 
by the Lieutenant-Governor, and had 
said that in those opinions tho Coun­
cil had a rock 011 which to stand. 
Although ho was sure that the 
papers lie had referred to had been 
carefully considered by tlie Honorable 
and learned Judge, he could not help 
thinking that his argument, tlia; we 
should adopt the Li- utenant-Gover- 
nor’s recommendati 11, because it wa< 
made by the Lieutenan-G ov-rnor, 
would lead the Hon Table and learned 
Judge much farther than he contem­
plated. I f  the high position o f the 
Lieutenant-Governor o f the North­
Western Provinces, and the experieuce 
o f  the Officers whose opinions lie adopt­
ed were sufficient in themselves to lead 
this Council to accept their recom­
mendations regarding tlie exemption of 
Europeans, they must, he (M r. i'orbes) 
conceived, bo equally binding on tho 
Council in respo t to the other matters 
011 which opinion was no less strongly 
given and legislation no less forcibly 
recommended. But to what would 
this lead us ? Tho Honorable Member 
for Bengal had anticipated much that 
he had intended to say, but, he would 
ask the Council to lot him read some 
extracts from tho correspondence sent 
up to them by the Lieutenant-Gover­
nor. Mr. Hume, the Magistrate o f 
Etawah,

“  proposes that tho  same population , test, 
w h ich  is applied  for ascertaining approxisoatu- 
ly  the  nu m ber o f  arm s in nuy g iven  p i^ tiou  
o f  n d istrict, should  bo ho ld  to  ba sutlicient to 
establish iu fercn tia lly  the con cea lm ent to a 
greater o r  less extou t o f  tlio ir arias by  the

inhabitants o f  tho said tract. Mr.  ̂ u  
therefore proposes that each D istr ic t  nil0'1 
be d iv id od  into con ven ien t circles, that 
inhabitants o f  each  su ch  c irc le  shou1° 
called  upon to  surrender the quota  o f  j 
th ey  have been  esiim atod to possess, ami 
failure to m ake up their quota  should 
deem ed sutlicieut p r o o f  o f  w ilfu l coucealuieU '

Now w hat was th e  plain m eani^ 
of th a t ? W h y , th a t if  in  vilhvf?e 
w ith a population of 100  p e rso n s , 
arm s were found, the M a g is t r a t e  
fr> as ail me th a t t i e  sam e p r o p o r t io n  
arm s was possessed by th e  inhabita11'® 
villages B, 0 , and U, and so on* to 
end of tho alphabet, and was to  P_ulj* ^ 
the in h ab itan ts of those villages i f 1 ^  
did not produce th o  num ber ot ftI 
w hich, u n d er th e  m erest suspicion , 
chose to  say th a t th ey  possessed A 
how was I10 to punish them  ? _AVj>y ^  
th a t point we were n o t left ' n . t |,a
for the Lieutenant-Governor 1"
letter o f his Secretary said that ho

“  w ou ld  give authority  t o  the 
w h enever he  m ay have reasenable c»usu

and we had just seen what 
able cause was, namely, the Po93t'S 
o f arms by other people—

“  to  suppose that arm s, am m unition , 
con cea led  w ith in  the boundaries ot'uny the 
to  call upon the proprietors to  point 0 
p laces w here they  arc con cea led , or to ‘ n|'[0r 
them  tip w ithin  a tim e to  ho g iv e n -n** |.jgbt0 
failure, to  attach at once all proprifit^y^ ,lttor 
and interests, w ith  a v iew  to contiscuw* 
the e xp iry  o f  one m onth , i f  the yj/i/j*'*' 
accord ing to the assessm ent which . b« 
tra te vm y think f i t  to declare, should 
surrendered w ithin  that period .”

But this was not all, for
. Hi*

“  the M ugistrato shou ld  nls0> '"juli »*! 
H on or ’ s view , bo em pow ered  to P 
persons w h o  m ay refuse to  produce ^poi-1*. 
and am m unition  on  requ isition , with |iUndr<  ̂
pun ishm ent, t o  the exten t o f  one j 11)pr1'  
stripes w ith  the  ratan iu  addition  
Honmcnt.”

W
So that they were called UP tJ 

tlie Honorable and l e a r n e d  ^  ^  13iw 
exempt Europeans from the Ai c0ni' 
because the exemption wll^-.nVert)l’5 
mended by the Lieutenant- ■' jiil‘ 
o f tho North- Western L'rov"11’ 
tlio Officers acting under

Mr. Forbes
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U,o same arg u m en t would 
tliem to  e m e t th a t, if  tlie same 

":h/>.i>rt:i0n. ' ^  arins to  population 
vill.U' found in one
aUu' | <! "'ore n o t produced from 
jij .. ter> tlie whole p ro p rie tary  rig h t 
aiij 10 v'Hag° 8l|0 nld bo confiscated, 
of !i°n ^* '8 mero suspicion, every onu 
I’ttiii T  Ina ê in h ab itan ts should be 

w ,ili one hundred stripes in 
^  l0'i to im prisonm ent.

"ill'0 l,1|>rbes), for one, was not 
is course, nor, with 

an.j ‘‘k'liea, respect f  r the position 
Veine Uni ter ° f  tho Lieutemmt-Go- 
1'e Qi°r’ " US 11 i l i t o  follow his 
8uie llllu‘ndations in this matter, on tlie 
lii,n ground i hat they were made by 
natlj a,*d without considering the 
®elvea ^ lc recommendations them-

tint1! ^A IITLE  FREN E said that at 
Voj.y J1*'0 hour lie woidd make but; a 
i|latte°w remarks. And first, as to a 

âthrr personal to himself, ns 
’ "tint f ^ 1<J PuPers from the Govern* 
'vl|ii,h°| e North-Western Provinces, 
refcfrp j1 ^ecu this morning so much 
«ani, '  V’? ' ,0 stood in precisely the
8 lla l)0sitiou and for the same rea- 
f'rieri,ills hia H onorable mul learned 
’'•law- piuiirmau. Jle was quite
queilt'!t0 the existence ami eonse- 
Uiiti] î - ^ 'e contents of t-l ose p ipe 's,
by tli0lliV,t*,’Ilfc'" 11 'V!lff dmwn to them 
lute 0, *0lu,,'1ible Member for Bengal 
'nit ' j Il,l” ’day evening, and he had 
day ' ^nom when he npoko on that 
niom io  ° f t l i is  H il1 - 11(3

te|,ntioV ■ IU)*; to .ius,ily  u” y a "̂1,1 Ids opinion which reinain- 
Pute ttI(R” j,,e tta before, still I'ns to im- 
sion ) bhirce to any one. Tho oniis- 
to tli0s„ llw noti e of the Council
■̂'°Uii(jii".̂ ul)eisi which did tv t rea- h the 

»>or,t ‘jroilgh the Kxecutivo Govern- 
®Ueli n3 was a pure accident,

Waa n} " Ht occasionally occur, and
8 l)|,|'Ssu n .B,lrPri8* ull(f('r siicli
°f Hie l*-6 'business,s.. few mistakes 
*’0|'ed er ,,r 01 Rni red. l i e  men* 
t^Pers ' '8 P08’ 1*01' withregiird to these 
^‘gurdl 8,lllP̂ y to show that his silence 
*"iu\v,lt ,J h o in  arose from his being 
, tie existence.

<li<i u 'V iu tle 1‘Ycre) luid said, that 
0 ft I all concur iu the opinieus

generally expressed in those papers, 
and that they made no change in the 
view taken t'y the Executive Govern­
ment regarding the Bill now before the 
Council. In explaining the reason o f 
th ’a, he would briefly advert to the two 
distinct points raised by the Clause 
which his Honorable aud learned friend 
had proposed to insert.

lie  would take first the propos'd to 
exempt “  Europeans, Amer'C'ins, and 
Eurasians’ ’ from the operation o f the 
Clause. And without going further 
into this question, which had been so 
fully discussed already, lie begged to 
remind his Honorable and learned 
friend, th t. as regards the Act o f 1857, 
this exemption stood on a very 
different footing from the body of the 
< huiso which granted tho power to 
search for arms. No such exemptions 
were provided for in the Bill of 1857, 
and if his Honorable and learned 
friends, as the learned Judge opposite 
had repeatedly intimated, were willing 
to stand by and re-enact the A ct o f 
1857, no such exemption would bo 
included by re-enacting the provisions 
o f that Act. Tho Honorable and 
learned Chainran had laid grout ftrcss 
on the fes li argunent iu favor o f this 
exemption, which he stated was con­
tained in the papers before them, and 
which was derived from tho authority 
due t > the opinions o f the Lieutenant- 
Governor and high public Otlicerri iu 
the Nort h-YVcs'eni Provinces, nnd to 
the precedent of the Punjab p ro la - 
ma! ion. But ho (Sir Bartle I'Yeiv) 
need not remind his Honorable and 
l e a r n e d  friend, that tho weight o f a 
precedent or autlv rity in making a 
law was v c y  different from that which 
belonged to it in the administration of 
law. In the latter ea-e, tho authority 
or precedent must be more or less 
attended to, whatever we might think 
o f its intrinsic reasonableness. In 
making a law, however, no precedent, 
or authority was, he submitted, o f the 
slightest value, unless it c uld bo 
shown to b o / ; « ’ se reasonable.

He would again beg the enndid 
attention of his flight Honorable friond 
to the fact that the present was a Bill 
to regulate tho possession o f arms, to 
allow nil perilous against whom no
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ground of suspicion existed, bo they 
Europeans or Natives, to carry arms 
lor their necessary uses, and to prevent 
all other persons from carry in*;; them, 
It  wus a Bill, as tlie Title stated, “  for 
regulating the right to keep and use 
arms;”  so was the Act of 1857. It was 
not intended as a “  ban,”  as it had 
been described, or as a penal measure ; 
and unless a European was a bad or 
suspicious character, the disarming or 
penal Clauses of the Act could not ap­
ply to him. The question was not, were 
Europeans to be disarmed? l>ut simply 
were Europeans to enjoy au exemption 
above the law which regulated tho 
right o f all British subjects in India 
to keep and use arms, which secured 
those arms to the peaceable and well 
disposed, and removed them from the 
hands of the evil disposed and disloyal ? 
H is Honorable and lea ned friend had 
repeatedly asked, were we to refuse to 
exempt Europeans, because we were 
afraid that the exemption would give 
oifeuee to certain classes of the natives ? 
Once for all, he (Sir Bartlo I ’ rere) 
begged to assure his llonor.iblo and 
learned friend, that in  such fear of 
giving offence actuated the Govern­
ment of India iu.tlie view it had taken 
of this matter. He could say for 
himself, and ho felt ccrtuin f r his 
colleagues, that no such cons deration 
weighod with them. They considered 
it their duty to propose to the Council 
Buch laws as were just aud right in them­
selves, and not to be deterred from so 
doing, even if they mi^ht unfortunately 
for a while give oJfeuce to any class of 
H er Majesty’ s subjects, llis  Honorable 
ami learned friend had laid grjat stress 
on the exemption of Europeans, which 
wad found in the rules for disarming 
tho Punjab, but he (Sir Bartlo Frere) 
would remind him, that these Punjab 
rules were enacted iu 1849, long before 
tho mutiny, and at a time when tho 
present unhappy discussions were not 
dr.'iimt of. Nothing, ho felt certain, was 
farther from the intention of Sir llenry 
Lawrence, who drew up those rules, 
than to stigmatise tho natives of India 
as a body untrustworthy, disloyal, aud 
unlit to be trusted with arms, Tho rides 
were drawn up iinn odiately after tho 
conquest o f a martial aud well-armed 

Sir Bartle Frere

nation, at a time when there wero » 
a dozen Eu opeans in the Proving > 
except tlie Soldiers and Officers ol « 
conquering Government, and the e 
omplion was nothing more tltfifl 
di ection to prevent the Police fl9 
fering with tho-e who carried af',lS 
a matter o f duty. Such a provision* 
quite a different tiling from inserl|1Jj] 
iu a general law an exemption 
ly founded on the princii le that  ̂
natives, as a body, wero disloyal aU 
not fit to he trusted with anna. , 

So much for this exeinptiou ol J j 
ropeans. He (Sir Bartle -Frere) 
now address himself to the proVi»l . 
o f the proponed Clause for disa 1111 ° 
particular districts or places. ^

On a former occasion, he (Sir ,:.,a 
Frere) had stated t 'a t  the t|,a
Government were content with , 
provisions of the Bill as it now 
Since then the opinions of the ^  oM 
in tho .North-We-tern P r o v iu c ^ ^  
this point also, which, as he 3 ‘ j , 
ho had n t seen when ho hi8*' ^
dressed the Council, had hfieI1 
tentively considered by the I'jxe^ 
Government, who were 1,0 , ,  i0ri> 
ed to alter the opinion he had " l\ 
expressed. He (Sir Bartle ■ ;uli, 
been and still continued ot °P,ul(r n 
that the best means o f  di.sariii'jj" ^  
population was to check the i'a 
walking about armed, and *'.,8 ^.,1 
perience proved was tlie most et (1 
means o f weaning a populate" 
the habit o f keeping arms. I* Pnill/ 
rules lor this purpose wero eilec 
carried out, arms would short!ly ^  
to bd generally found in the P ĵ .J 
sion o f any but those w ho i’(;(l (1„| 
them for lawful purposes— o r  who, ^  
their position aud stake ,rlj  
c untry, could not be cou-idt>l̂ eaC£>. 
classes dangerous to tho public P ^  
From tho papers before *;lie,lJ0f;i!<l 
doubt high autli oritiefi could be |1 o[||y 
for a different view. lie  " 'o '1 ovVu 
quote one in support ol 1 >v0iil‘*> 
opinion, the weight ot wlii-1-*1 
he felt certain, lie generally »
Sir Charles Napier, wheu ho yj1)tl, 
to disarm tho population 
contented himself with I)r.°,-C flU® 
the carrying ( f  arms in Pu 'jjili11̂  
afcrictjy torbud any general do>u
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iu« 1 f°r arms- Tlio Punjab disarm- 
jJ? r.u ,ea were borrowed from the 
in q• down by Sir Cliarles Nupier 
M i 1U'i ’ anc* *11 ^ ie Punjab ais0 he 
°eral n° ^om‘ci i iU'y visits and ge-
Wfcre

search:ng o f houses for arms
adv GVer Permitted, in the manner 

hy so many Officers iu 
in „ . 0l'th-Western Provinces. Both 
Work‘ “ dp a|ul ‘ u the Punjab the 
e j ° disarming liad been m >st 
tl^11 Uillly done without exciting 
Mr»'H°llera' opposition aud ill-wili 
^ 0r|| °d by the Oiiieers o f tho 
by (.1 Woat, as having liein produced 
(Sir If  rueasuies they advocated, l i e  
cllsioi ai Hu i ’ t’ere) did not deny that oe- 
ainA,,118 ‘“ ‘ghtarise in particular districts,....... . i j-? i ..

and

.Particular p pulations, when it 
°̂Uae 1 Ut cossary to search for arms, 

and at'lf ^0llt,e> and he had considered 
ofu ' considered that the provisions 

1011 X X X I  o f tlie Act before 
V t aJTi*6 yu '̂K''ent for this purp so ; 
opinio 'f  ^ <)U,le'i seemed generally of 
objecf tl t'mt they were not, ho had no

S  lii'^'I i f  th° course suggested by 
8>viu„8 ! :  Honorable f i'iend opposite,for 
provi?i , . right o f seardi which was 
Tlie i"  the Clause bef. re them, 
tliis |)0°Ver,ll1uent ° f  India regarded 
bu li„|'Jr.or °f search as a power not to 
°Cl‘!1sioi ^ Siven, nor extrcised ou all 
l>oliCe 18 118 au ordinary measure of 
COll>ilri Was !l I’o^er which, in all 
?Us ab|0S’ VVlls l*ahle to great aud seri- 
hi gpe,,I8e>1’ a,,d dangerous to all, but 

,l*llu'l,geneies. lie  (Sir Bartle 
îaarii) uhted whether you could 

‘'‘j ' l / 0'1 curtui"ly  could not rule, 
i y granting indiscriminately 

f^ cli r°r " lu'co domiciliary visits in
i .  His Honorable and

l ^ov Ueild opposite hud asked, had 
|'tt (S ir^i)"101111 ill'y ‘lof|ll°d policy ? 
> ,  tlu,t a,‘^ ° Frere) could assure 
l heal ^ 10 ^overmnont had on 
l^^'ied. • !l policy both lixed and 
i|L‘aVor V  was their policy to en-
v S - ^ t iv ^ s  o r 1?, • by iu lPressing on 
w ° n i l  *- s  C0U IltlT  t h e  c o u "
. 118 8*'r0nila British Government 
i/°rejust h Wis''r>1,1 ore merciful, and 
h ^ ^ eu f’ ,u iu*y otlier possible Go- 
i, lt3Ved h° (Sir Bartlo F iere)

*" our arrauge- 
' her police or otherwise, we

endeavored so to act as to impress the 
people with this conviction, we should 
mniutain our hold on the country far 
more elFectually than by the most 
stringent powers to search for arms, 
and all thosa other measures which 
were advocated by tho.ie who would 
reduce our rule to a mere question of 
physical force.

Mil. IIA R IN G T O N  said, the new 
Section which the Honorable and 
learned Vice-President, proposed to add 
to the Bill, as noticed by the Honor­
able Member for Bengal, raised two 
quite distinct questions, namely, first, 
whether, looking to the diameter o f 
the Section, it should be introduced 
at h11 ; and, secondly, whether, in tlie 
event o f its being determined to in­
troduce the Section into the Bill, it 
should be o f general application, ex­
tending alike to all d a ses , or if some, 
thon what classes should be express­
ly exempted from the operation o f the 
Section. He proposed to consider the 
latter question first, and as the sub­
ject had alreadv been so fully discuss­
ed at the last Meeting of the Commit­
tee, iu deal in '' witli this part o f the 
Section, he should confine himself to 
a very few remarks. The Honorable 
and learned Judge on his right (Sir 
Mor.lnunt Wells) had quoted tho tes­
timony which he (M r. llaringion) had 
borne in that room more than once 
iu favor o f Europeans, and he was 
quite ready to repeat all that he had 
stuted on the occasions alluded to. l l o  
said now, as lie said then, that, if  tho 
Council had to consider the European 
population alone, no such Section as 
that under consideration could have 
been proposed for their adoption, 
bi’cause a Disarming A ct for India 
would not have been necessary. l ie  
freely admitted that E u r peans as a 
class might safely be entrusted with 
the possession and use of arms ft all 
kinds, and to any extent, without 
any regulation, though there were 
not a few individuals belonging to that 
section o f the community who must 
be regarded as exceptions, and the 
number of such men was no 
doubt increasing rapidly and large­
ly. It seemod to bo thought that 
he (M r. Harington) was opposed to
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the settlement of’ Europeans in the 
iuterior o f the country, and that lie 
was actuated by a feeling o f hostility 
towards them as a clasa. In his 
speeches in that Chamber ho was not 
in the habit of interlarding what he 
said with remarks about the advan­
tages to the country o f European skill, 
European science, European residence, 
and European capital. It  was, he 
thought, a self-evident proposition,

. and it must be patent to every one 
tliat the utmost benefit in every way 
could not but reault both to the Go­
vernment and to the country, to India 
and to England, from a large setile­
nient o f respectable Europeans iu tin 
country, whether as Indigo Planters, 
Merchants, traders, or landholders. 
They could not have too many. No 
0110 could be more sensible o f this 
than he was. Ho always rejoiced 
when he heard o f a European buyin ; 
an estate in the interior o f  tho 
country, because he felt iliat, in the 
management of the property, he would 
exercise a powerful influence for good 
on till around him, and would set an 
example to his native neighbors, which 
they woul.l do well to follow, lie  
felt that he could safely appeil to a 
long official career in the interior o f 
the country in confirmation o f the 
assertion that he had always given to 
the European settlers in his district 
all tho support in his power, consist­
ently with his duty to the district 
at large as an Ollicer o f Government 
Hut wh’it were they now aalced to do ? 
A  law o f a general nature was required 
— a law intended for tho whole country 
— and they were called upon to exempt 
Europeans by express words from tho 
operati. n o f an important Section, 
not because the particular Section 
would expose Europeana to any real 
or practical inconvenicnce, or becauae 
it would interfere with their possession 
or ubo of such arms as they might 
require for self-defence, or for any 
other purpose,— for nobody sup­
posed that this would be the effect of 
the Section— but simply becauae 
the persons in whoso favor the ex­
emption was claimed were Europeans. 
H e could not bring himself to consent 
to so invidious an exemption, and he 

M r. Haring ton

did not think that it should have i>ee, 
aaked for. On thin point he agree  ̂
iu much that had been aaid oil  ̂
former occasion by the Right ^ ° n.°ri; 
able gentleman opposite, and iu vV' 
had just fallen from the Honorab 
Member o f Council on hia left (k 
Bartle Frere.) The aubject u°j, 
under consideration naturally 
them back to the legislation 
1857. No such exemption <'B 
now claimed was then a sk e d  
when special reasons (might pi’39' ^ 
have existed, looking to the 1 ,
state o f the country, for granting ’ ’ 
but as he had already remarked 
Legislature of that day, after, 
doubt, very full consideration, did ' ^ 
feel therrselves justified in iuti'lH 1 j 
ing words into the law w h ic h  "°|i , 
have had the effect o f absolutely ^  
empting a parti ular claaa froin j 
operation. T hoje who now atlvuCll]1.)t 
eucli exemption had made no n1*** Jjt) 
to show that the c i r c u m s t a n c e s  ot
country had altered sinea 1857, s° t 
to render that justiliable and l.,n” j(j. 
now which was not considered J,lt* d 
able and proper then, and unless <■ ^  
aooil and sufficient reason 
shown for legislating in the yc^1' - ir(.]it; 
in a different spirit mid on a din^ ^ 
principle from what was follo'va 
the legislation o f 1857, he tor ojic
regard the principle observed l'1 ^
legislation aa still binding nI)0' ’ t||ti 
Council. Hut let tl'ein look 11' ^  
difficulties into which they 'v’° u 
drawn if they adopted that part (̂) ^  
proposed Section which he wftSng|it>J 
considering. The exempt*011 jju« 
for was to be in favor not only o 0f 
ropeana and Americans, j^jtte1* 
Eurasians, Now he willint’ty a ^l>(g f 
that the Eurasians, as a class. 
highly respectable body o f men- ,ei)t 
o f  the best servants of 
were persons of that class. )o'v'
waa tho case when they " 'c j fi'1‘! 
down in tho scale. Did they 11 c()lih 
men there o f  mixed blood w *en>Pt‘5  
liavo no more claim to any i„9S 0 
under this Bill than t h e  saiti3 
natives ? Many Eurasians jfjili0' 
homedans ; and why was a ^ l i i f  
tnedan-Ktirasian to enjny nn 
tion by express worda lrom 9 °
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Mai W lll°y refused to  give to  a
o ‘ 10,iH'(lun or H indoo gentlem an  
r J * *  A siatic extraction  ? l i e  did 
d'i »^Un ^ u>y cou^  consisten tlySo.

1 he oonly otlier remark which lie 
^ 7  jllake on tlie part o f tlie Section 
ho , •  Wlls uow discussing was that 
H olpJ°'ced to find that the'classes 
P'rt Vf(31e c*'''(;fly interested in that 
n0 . °. the Section, had really suffered 
ii0) ,'|Uly iu consequence of tlie Ho- 
(Sii- ilfl ^nd learned .1 udge on his left 
aoen ” ordaunt W ells) not having 
on J a*‘ tho time he addressed them 
Il0 a '‘ ‘‘day la.st, the reports o f the 
of tl. xt0 t*u‘ Lieutenant-Governor 
of ^  ^°rth- Western Provinces and 
on A'e Officers subordinate to him 
lie i1}lj  X X V I I I  o f 1857, to which 
ton,,Se 80 frequently referred in the 
to.,i„ the speech which they had 

ea,,d from the II norable and 
ri Judge. W hen he (M r. 11a- 
ab]0 „ , discovered that the llonor- 
tlie ]-i learned Vice-President .and 
liis )0fJlora^l° and leiirned Judge on 
hot j.6| , ^ ‘1‘ Mordannt Wells) had 

t*IHS0 reports an<) wero not 
K‘ally f  awai'° o f their existem e, ho 
W-e„ 8oearo<̂  that the cause which had 
a>u)el( " urmly and heartily espoused 
•‘able 'qU,ently advocated by the llon o- 
'I'flWedf 'uarued .Judge, might iiave 
Won o ft. roni the ou.ission of any m et- 

fil>ort f* ,^el)orts i '1 question in tho 
t!iH> Wl i ^eleet Coimnittt e on the
i dy rr! , ,l *16 regretted as much as any 

norafi ’ ^llt w '’°  ' ia<̂  l),:rtl'd the 
îat (].,v Ulul learned .Judge’s speech

â l|(lod t *UŜ  *'lat omisHion

r̂°(lueti ° ’ 80. froni having been 
' “Uso. li|̂ j .‘ "jury to the European“luT S'veu th e  H onorable and 

[f'^'i'atin an o p p o rtu n ity  of
he f  \n ,oveu stro n g er language 

at „i lad first used the claims o f

•*e Cl,M de-° i*1*'.0 ex°mption to which
•J6 had fnif them entitled, o f  which 
rJH,lll'Klit ^.ava'led himself, and which 
c tl ot*1.erw'BO l,ave enjoyed.

Hot k 0rlll8sion com plained of 
^ roaii0 e ên(led on th a t  ground,tV, rc‘nll ' * w" u w * '•'ii e m it  g iu u u a ,

8,11 >niur- ^ Prov°d beneficial rather 
in ^ le European coin-

°llt f  • °PP°rtuuity tliat had
W It of further disciissiiKr
tllO

their title to exemption from a part o f 
the present Bill.

Pwssing on to the first question, he 
observed that the Honorable and 
learned Judge on his left (Sir Mordannt 
W ells) had distinctly told them nt the 
commencement of the speech, which 
they had just heard from him, that he 
had read the whole of the papers con­
nected with the Arms Bill which wera 
sent to his house, including the state­
ment o f objects and reasons which he 
(M r. Harington) circulated with tho 
Bill after the first reading. That 
statement was lying before him, and he 
found iu it the following remark :—

“ T h e  grounds up on  w h ich  it  is  deem ed 
desirable that the A ct (m eaning A et X X V I I I  
o f  1857) should  be nmde perpetual are, that 
it is  ca lcu lated  m ateria lly to  repress crim es 
attended w ith vio lence , and to  con tribute fje- 
nerally to tlie  m ain tenance o f  the p u b lic  
peace.”

'The crimes alluded to were obvi­
ously social, not political crimes, and 
the public peace intended was clear­
ly the peace o f the district quoad 
such crimes, and not political offences •, 
and yet within a few hours, after 
rei ding tho statement containing 
the remarks which he had just quoted, 
the Honorable and learned Judge men­
tioned niO'O than once, and the same 
observation had fallen from the Chair, 
that this Council had never been told 
that the present Bill was really a 
Police as well as a State Hill, and that 
it had always been treated as u Politi­
cal Bill only. He (Mr. Harington) 
made this remark merely to show how 
little attention was paid to reports or 
statements prepared and circulated in 
accordance with the Standing Orders 
o f the Council, and lie believed that 
it was owing very much to this cir­
cumstance that those reports and state­
ments had become so brief, and that, 
comparatively, so little trouble was 
taken in their preparation.

The Honorable and learned Judge 
had laid much stress upon the fact, that 
in the statement o f objects and reasons 
circulated with the present Bill, he (M r. 
llarinsfton) had declared that, so far 
as he was aware, Act X X V I I I  of 1857 
hud wgrked well, that no modifications
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had been proposed, and that none seem­
ed to him to be callcd lor, and he had 
c ntrasted this declaration with the 
important alter't'ons in the Act which 
were now proposed by the Select Com­
mittee, o f  which lie (M r. Harington) 
was a Member. No doubt he (Mr. 
Harington) had made the declaration 
to nliirh the Ilojiorab'e and learned 
.Judge had so pointedly alluded. At 
the time he expressed himseif to the 
effect therein mentioned, lie firmly 
believed that Act X X V T I1  o f 1857  
had worked well, ami it was a fact that 
at that time no modifications of the 
law had been proposed to him from 
any quarter, nor had any alterations, 
which might be regarded as improve­
ments, occurred to him ; conse­
quently all that he ashed the Council 
to do, was to make Act X X V l l l  
o f 1857  perpetual. It wns in the 
debate on the motion for the second 
reading of the Bill that objections wero 
lor the first time taken, so far as he 
(M r. Harington) knew, to the n -tinner 
in which A ct X X V I 11 of 1857  had 
been carried out in jomc parts of tho 
i'oun try. Tlie first sttack maife upon 
the working o f ihe Bi 1 proceeded from 
the Honorable Member for Bengal. 
The Honorable Member read to them 
an extract from a newspaper publish­
ed at A llahabad, in whic ' it wns stilted 
“  that tho Act was inado a pretext for 
tlie grossest cruelty and ext ortion, ami 
Hint deeds were daily committed in tho 
name of the British Government, which 
would bo sullicient to render any G o­
vernment detested— that it was scarce­
ly necessary to add that these deeds 
wero committed by native subordinates, 
and in violation, not in aid, o f tlieir 
duty— that it was one thing to take 
anna wherever they could be found, 
by the fair exercise of authority, but 
it was quite another thing to extort 
them by the most brutal means from 
the poor and inoffensive, and to allow 
the rich to retain them for the next op­
portunity thatmiglitarisefor their use.” 
The Honorable Member for Bengal 
added that lie had heard from other 
sources that the general Boizuro of 
arms was attempted to be enforced 
by violence, which the law, as he under­
stood, did not countcuauce. The lute 

M r. Harington

Honorable Member for Bombay) 0 
whose death they must all have he®1 
with regret, followed on the same sid0. 
H e declared that

“  ho had heard, nnd from  authority ho c0'’^  
not question , that the pow ers created by . 
Bill had been grossly  and cru clly  exorci* ^  
It  m ight bo said that thero was no 
o f  such m isfeasance o ccu rrin g  again, i'11 ^  
m ight o c c u r ; and lie th ou g h t that uo Bit 
this k ind  should  he passed w ithout contain’ ,, 
stringent prov isions to restrain such abuse3-

At the time this discussion took pI,|C(>’ 
he (M r. Harington) had t l * 01."̂  
o f being a lMember o f the Execu 
Government, and he was able in 1 
capacity to assure thu Council^ 
reference to what had fallen fn)l" |i(| 
Honorable Members for Bengal 
Bombay, that thero was no diwp ‘ f 
tion on the p rt o f tlio Gove'’ 
to screen its Ollicers who n i i j , |M.
guilty o f acts such a* those .j
pluinel of, and li* mentioned t"* ^
was-only a short time before; that, 
coming to the notice of the 
iiient that some I'egree o' 
been used to compel a party t<> s. 
up arms supposed to be in I''* .̂,,1 
session, a most se\ore reproo* ^
been administered to all c<> ('f' (̂irly 
.Subsequent enquiries, and l,iir,ic!lt..(,|ii 
what he (M r. ilaringt n) heart 
the l i  ght Honorable) gentl- ll,!ljjp|)i’f 
posite on his return from the 
Provinces, led him to think that > ^
not desirable to continue in .ujnff 
Bill the general power ot̂  [ tff 
for arms contained in Act X X -* ^
1857, and tho Honorable 
Bengal concurring with him, 
posed the omission of ibo ^octl°uut i1* 
lating to the search of housed 
they considered that some co!m 1 ju 
ting Section would be IieceS3^,;nr^ 
render the Bill effectual, they P1 Ljoii 
the Section requiting that 
should carry arms without »  ̂ „i)U 
uuloss he was specially e x e m p  V (jo f 
proposing a penalty for any v ^ e? 
o f this provision. He H»‘l 11 -̂liî . 
plained the circumstanees ^
his opiniun as to A ft  X a  ,,t » 
1857, as declared in the stll.e,(t] 
objects and reasons which 
referred to by the llo i '01’u
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*  *  Judge, had uifdergone a
(jra Se since that statement was
e “ UP> and he hoped he had said
tile„ " to satisfy the Committee that
cati® Wer® some grounds for the modifi­
ed u n.clf views originally entertain- 
Jud» llm' H ono^ble and learned 
ton’sA co“ Plain0d ° f  hia (M r. Haring- 
tj0ll3 actin® upon private communica- 
W[,i . r®8pecting legislative matters, 
0OUn , thought no Member o f this 
that , ou<=hfc to receive, or at least 

they did rec ive them, they
V i , / *  to be influenced by them ; and 
tice ■wl>rniet̂  ^ lem what was his prac- 
hi,n lenany letters were addressed to 
feSarfl,a '^U(l" e ° f  the Supreme Court 
ciau ,lnK any matter pending judi-
a,’l6 a l i the Court- The IIoilor- 
he at ri Earned Judge told them that 
'̂i-e\v°tuCe toro UP 8UU'1 lettors and 

ton) ,, n away He (M r. Haring- 
lt'arned l0’1̂  the Honorable aud 
p̂<'atitl„  was quite right in thus 

of th0ajj ®0mmunications o f the nature 
In fac'/|  0 Which lie had just referred. 
I’^hs J. ° ( ^ r- Harington) must ex- 
. h o u ^  surprise that any person 
IIoi>oi-aMre Privately to address tlie 
to auy llnd learned Judge in respect 

Uatter pending in tlie Supremo 
the djft. But surely there was all 

in the world between 
6 and f  C8*se,l to the Honor- 

the ®arn,d Judge, as a Judge 
"^"enco ,'!pre".le Court, trying to 
'lla'Uir w',,nin >n respect to some 
a,1'l lett >1 1 I**8 judicial cognizance,% Con ra !l<\^n^sscd to Members of 
l'''ular Informing them how pnr- 

Ŵ ’0 wording, su.'gesting
I 1 )  Q p  .  (  v  • » * l  I V I  | M  W | i u n i l l ^ '  L l C l T

^ I ’ul information perfectly
11"  unobjectionable in its 

®,!St t). U<* calculated mate ially to 
n^'ftrein m'mrs this Council in 

^ ^ Ie'  ̂ important duties. He 
f  Men,!'0 °^ j°c tion to any Honor- 
t!0lla of (i <,r, receiving communica- 
, >at he „ ^i|ld. H o did not deny 
Vfr^nce u'v! 0,1 a very larSe corres- 
h 68Wn p gentlemen in the North- 

! “ vi,1(,t'a on subjects con- 
Vt, lln^ 118 °^ice- He wrote freely 
9ut|l0p> l»(»n°rtt̂ e *'*10 Lieutenant-Go- 

C SltbiH!^>,' 'Va*:o'-y an(  ̂officially* on 
u si aud lie often had com­

munications, both verbal and written, 
with native gentlemen, and he could 
truly say that he had derived most 
useful information in this way, which 
he hoped he had been able to turn to 
good account in his capacity o f a Mem­
ber o f this Council. But, strange to 
say, while the Honorable and learned 
Judge complained of his (M r. IIarin<r- 
ton’s) receiving and acting upon pri­
vate communications, he told them 
almost in the same breath that he had 
heard things outside o f that Chamber 
which had satisfied him that the 
reports which had reached him 
(Mr. Harington) ns to the working ot' 
Act X X V I I I  o f  1857, wero exagge­
rated or unfounded— was this, ha 
would ask, altogether consistent ?

The Honorable and learned Judge 
had made allusion in his speech to his 
(Mr. Ilarington’s) limited powers or 
limited artion in that Council. Ha 
would feel obliged if  the Honorable 
and learned Judge would explain what 
he meant by that allusim, which he 
(Mr. Harington) found it difficult to 
understand.

S i r  MORDATJNT W E L L S  said, 
his Honorable friend liimse f  had pro­
pounded a theory regarding the powers 
o f Legislative Councillors. Wh<it ho 
(Sir Mordannt Wells) had meant to 
say was that we were not here aa 
journeyman conveyancers, or Bengallee 
clerks, ready to do any particular work 
requiring to be carried out.

Mil. H A R IN G T O N  resumed. Ha 
bug ed to thank the Honorable and 
learned Judge for tho explanation 
which ho had been good enough to give 
o f the remark which he had quoted 
from his sp ecli, and to express hi< 
satisfaction that the Honorable and 
learned Judge did n o t  intend to clnrge 
him With acting in this matter at vari­
ance with the views which he enter­
tained at heart. The w rils used by 
the Hon .ruble nnd learned Judge cer­
tainly seemed to imply that ha (M r. 
Harin",ton) was acting under some 
external influence, under the pres­
sure of some force from without, 
and not iu accordance with his 
own convictions, and he was plad 
to bo assured by the Honorable and 
learned Judge that this was not what
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lie meant. He (M r. Harington) did 
not wish now to discuss tlie question 
ns to tlio powers ol’ tho Members o f 
this Council as regarded either origi­
nating laws or any oilier matter. He 
entertained 110 doubt whatever, and 
he expressed himself to that effect on 
a former occasion, that it was open to 
every Member of this Council to bring 
in any law he pleased, whether the 
law originated with himself, or whether 
it emanated from some other quarter. 
I t  was also beyond doubt that every 
Member was at liberty to vote just 
as he thought proper, and that it 
mattered not whether the measure on 
which he was called upon to give his 
vote was a Government measure, that 
wns a measure introduced at tlie in­
stance o f the Executive Government, 
or not. In  eithrr ease perfect free­
dom o f motion was left lo every Mem­
ber. Hut at the same time he must 
say there were s<me Bills which he 
thought ought not to be introduced 
into this Council by any Member 
without previous communication with 
the Executive Government who, nffci r 
nil, were responsible for the Govern­
ment of the country. He regarded 
the Bill before the Council as in point 
Had that Bill been sent to him by the 
Government which he had the honor 
to rei resent, for the purpose o f be­
ing introduced into the Council, look­
ing to its character, as he had formerly 
stated, he should certainly have con­
sidered it his duty to communicate 
vith the Members o f the Executive 
government either in this Chamber 
>r elsewhere, before moving the first 
eading o f the Bill. This was of 
:ourse a matter o f opinion, and he 
ni” ht also say o f discretion. Cer- 
•linly he found nothing in the Act o f 
Parliament which constituted this 
jegislature, repugnant to the views 
fhich he had just expressed. He 
light add that the Standing Orders 
lade no provision for Bills being 
'ansmitted by tho local Governments, 
hieli desired that they should be in- 
oduced, to the representative Members 
f such Governments. Those Orders 
;quired that the Bills should be sent 
) the Clerk o f the Council, by whom 
ley were reported to tho Council at 
M r. Harington

large, before any action could be taksn 
upon them, and was not sur0 
that this was not also what 'vfl9 
intended as regarded all coi'Hn“' 
nieations from the local Government3 
to the Council, i hough there wa* uD 
doubtedly a great convenience in d*1'®0 
communications between the local 0° 
vernmerit* and their represent#*1* 
Members, which he should be extreu1® 1 
sorry to see interfered with, or put , 
stop to. The Honorable and It>l,raf 0 
Judge seemed to be surprised that  ̂
(M r. Harington), being the rePlC,3fue 
tative Member in this Council ot 
Government o f the North-W es.tê 9 
Province*, should be expressing vl®' 
in the Council on the Bill now u11 ^  
consideration, in opposition to the vie 
o f the Government which he repress 
ed, and other Officers o f that 
nient ; b u t  though he must 
respect every thing that e m a n a t e d  >r<̂  
the Honorable the L i e u t e r i a n t - 0 ° v*’ 
nor o f the North-Western Pr0*11,8̂  
and he hoped he should al'vl^ 3)|(.0 
found to show the utmost deft’f ^ jto show the utmost 
and respect, nnd to give the
consideration and ______  g
gestions and instruetons that he U'1̂  
re eive from the Lieutenant-G0'’®1 ‘ jl6 
he did not understand that * 
was in that Council to rel,renfr 
the individual views o f the. 
nant-Governor o f the North-W? 
Provinces, or to advocate those ^

attention to all ^jj(

when they wero opposed to hi* . f. 
...................... ceived his apP°‘

Government 0
N o doubt ho received 
ment from the Government 
North-Western Provides, 1>U 
the time that appointment 
he bee,ime a Member o f the .. in­
ert of the Governor-General 0
dia for the purpose o f making ^  
not for the North-Western 
alone, but for all ludia ; nnd 1“  ^  flil 
was to consider the interests ^  it, 
India, not o f any particular P®1^
though the quarter 
sented must 
special claims

........  which I*4* r‘i !>
be considered to j,,»
upon him, ^

hoped ho should always 
ready to acknowledge. R® “0sitiL. 
ho had rightly described the P̂ , t|ii9 
o f a representiitive M onger M 
Council. This bm ight hu“ 
reports received from the H

to (il|>
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'̂e (v f11 ,̂rov‘ ncea in t'ie Bill before 
. " C|l- Those reports had been 

“rnhpi. v UP011 by tho Honorable 
'vua i,„t 8. . Madras and Bengal. It
1,1 deta'I* * ' a te n t*on *'* go into  t !iem 
tvv'o t[jj ' ' . he m u st pay th a t
Mm f i'1” ?,111 those reports had caused
^  tu118 surpiise. The first
Pi’e ^ j 6 °P'nion which had been ex- 
XXVri i .a3„ to ^ 'e hiadoqua.y o f Act 
Hit(j tl 0̂ el 0̂ut tha object
"^en u>e legislature had in view
8ecoudSo

11 passed that Act. The
!fas tho opinion expressed by 

Pp'>vin,. e''a> that the North-Western
K Z  had ......... 4 ’.....-  L

?Jnbera

"".Offi,
)V|U«t'S

-H-0 would ask Honorable
not as yet been half

carefully to study Act 
°t 1837, to consider that,4t the f  —  .

^  ^ ct was paused, thereCOff ' I vt<vg|/aooc(
j,t !llllly uo disposition to puna a

011 11 law that would b ■
.|6Ct Powerless to li'complish the

v feeolln i11' ,1)111 just tho contrary ;
^ ^ ll l  tf .o in Paaai"fJ Act 

Jjd of j..0 ®•J7, the C oiincl had the 
U * .  »  Honorable and learned
? l̂ore aild then to gay whether
7 8 ri,,s{ent law could proper-
S h t  j1̂ 811611 by the Council. No 

liiii, " ! 5 ht !,l)Pt‘,lr a bold thing

^ ‘ itil a ' 
spot

,i in that room, to ex-
fcHof u, r b ta« *"H the accuracy o f the 
5 - in ’urt |ined by Officers on the 

^sarin^ Ct t0 tllG extcIU to which
0|,th-\y Ul!®' t*le population in the

> e d  e^ er,i Provinces had t’een
857 l0.nt1 under 

Sc) tlio o

ovinces had t’een
A ct x x v n r  of

pinions to which hei. * V̂|o>'h J i * I *' * *■“ *'v/ " lie
I(1 not .j , en based upon facts, he

!  ntUPfc(| i k th:,t he 8hould have 
^ s .  n Muesiioi
* ‘ls J  this

question their correct-
a 1 aiJauiU . i " is Was llot tlle Cftse' 11
t»Certiiiii „ wherever there was

^  atno"nt o f male adults, there 
,! 9°rtu.in number o f lethal 

ft? i pfor'ln',," i that number was 
bn ler Dr 6p’ ^  was hel I, without

l}di8,‘fmedthn fch° l>ia7  hiul nottliiR 0 him A ,  Tt certainly nppcar-
C  miSht ' 1Iurlngt0" )  that 
u  1 'iiiil a  prove a very unsafe 

,h-h a tu  was not 'a criterionU, " 'Ulrt *.W« <4. w l l l , , ,wll
■ bnj,js V(>uncil could accept usWLT̂ i strin-rHllfcl o tlio vigorous man-

ner in which tho search for arms had 
been carried on under the orders o f the 
Honorable tho Lieutenant-Governor 
of the North-Western L’ r-iviuces, who 
had taken a deep interest in the 
in >tter, feeling the importance o f the 
work and the advantages which might 
be expected to result socially and 
politically from its successful prosecu­
tion, nnd looking, moreover, to the fact, 
that not only had all tho stringent 
provisions of Act X X V I I I  o f 1857 
been called into operation for the pur­
pose of carrying out effectually the 
provisions o f  that Act, but that,as seem­
ed to b ea lm ittedby  one Magistrate 
at lea-t, Mr. Mayue, much more had 
been done than was warranted by 
law, he (M r. Harington) could not 
help thinking that the Officers o f the 
North-Western Provinces had not 
dono themselves justice in reporting 
that comparatively so little had been 
done and that so much yet remained to 
be effected in the way o f disarming the 
population of tho country to which 
their renmrksap lied.

Sut M OKI) A UN L1 W E LL S said 
that, as the Honorable Member for 
the North-Western Provinces had stat- 
od that those Provinces had been dis­
armed, h'> (Sir Mordaunt W. lls) would 
read as follows what Mr. Ross, the 
OlRciating Commissioner o f Agra., had 
said on the subject :—

"  I t  has .bean foiiud m ost difficult in  all 
parts o f  tho N orth- W estern Province*, even 
with tha severe penalties attached to  the 
proved concealm ent o f  arm s, to  induce tha 
people to  surrender th e ir  arm s ; nud iu m any 
parts o f  every  d istrict  it  m ay be inferred 
w ith  certa inty, from  tho em ail nu m ber o f  
arm s surrendered, th.it the inhabitants have 
successfu lly  oonccaled a large  portion  o f  their 
arms, and ye t until such ooucealed  arm s are 
diucoverod, uo punishm ent can be aw arded .”

The consideration o f the Section 
was then postponed till to-morrow ; 
the consideration of the remainder ot 
the Bill being resume ) after the con­
sideration o f the Income Tax Bill,

The Council then resumed its 
sitting.

The Council adjourned at 10 
o ’c lock , on the Motion o f Sir Bartle 
Freri", till to-morrow morning, at 7
o ’clock.


