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The Bill passed thrtnigh Committee with 
two verbal amcDdmenta^

The Council hftving resumed its nttin^^ 
the BiJJa settled id Ooinmittee were reported.

MESSENGER.

Mr. g r a n t  was requested to take the 
following Bills to the Right Hon*ble the Go­
vernor General for His Lordship's assent:—

T he Bill ** to comprie^ in ope Act the proTi- 
Bion5 noces&nry for the assessment and co lla tion  
of municipal rates mid tnxes in the Tovrnii of
CalciLtti)., MftdrftSf anti Bombay^ and the several 
BtaLions of the Settleroeia of Prince of Wales* 
laL&ad  ̂ S in ^p o re t and Malacca.”

The Dili ** for appointing Muoictpal Com- 
ntiasioners, and for Eerying rates and taxes, in 
the Town of Madras.

T be Bill for appointing Munlctp«l Com* 
misHtoners* and for levying rates and taxes, in 
the several stations of the Settlement of Prince 
of Wnles’ Island, Sin^pore* and M alacca/’ 

And the Bill “ to provide for the dissolution 
of the Bengal M ariners and G eneral WidoTrs' 
Pund Society, and the diatributloQ of the funda 
b e lo a ^ g  th e re to / 'II

NOTICE OF M OTION.

Mb. CURRIE gave notice that, on Satur­
day next, he vrculd move that tbe Bill far 
appointing Municipal ComHiissioners  ̂ and for 
levying rates and taxes, in the Town of Calcut­
ta” be read a third time and pa^ed; and further 
that the said Bill be re-commtlted, principally 
for the purpose of introducing into it a new 
Section which had been strongly pressed by 
the Municipal Commissioners in their laac 
Paper relative to this Bill. They said :— ^

" The Commjssioners would strongly recom- 
moud to the notice of the Lej^statire Council 
the insertion of a new Section for the gradoal 
liquidation of charges incurred in the executioa 
by them of tho drainage and improvements to 
private p rem iss  aa alluded to in their rem ark, 
w g e  7* A fter tho public worka of drainage, 
&c. are completed* the benefits thereof will 
only be felt wlien tho private worka of imjirove- 
m ent are executed ; to compel the summary 
paym ent of these expenses; under the powers 
of the Act X IV  of 1856, Sections X X IV , L I, 
L IU , vviU be in many c a ^ s  a hardship* and 
operate od a serious itnpedimE^nt to the im prore- 
m ent of the sanitary condition of the Town. 
The effect of the p rum ^m  now suggested haa 
been very beneficial in Knglish Towns, where* 
under the Puh]ie H ealth Act^ precisely similftr 
powera ate given,”

M ESSENGER.

T he v i c e  PRESID EN T moved that
Mr. Grant be requested to take to the Go­
vernor-General in Council the Message of the 
Xfegi&latiTe Council, recfuesting that applica­
tion be made to the Uonorable the Cwrt of

Directors for a Portrait of tbe Marquift of 
Dalhousie to be placed tn the new Chamber 
□f the Council.

Agreed to.

UNCOVENANTED AGENCY (FORT S t .
GEORGE.)

Mr, ELIO TT moved that the B il “ for 
the more extensive employnaent of Uncove­
nanted Agency in the Revenue and Judicial 
Departments in the Presidency of Fort St* 
Georpfe” be referred to a Select Committee, 
consistinjjf ^ f  Mr* Allen, Mr* Currie  ̂ and 
the Mover

Agreed to*

N A T IV E  p a s s e n g e r  SH IPS,

Mr. L eG E T T  moved that two further 
communications received by him from the 
Government of Bombay be laid upon the 
table and referred to the Select Committee 
on the Bill ** for the regulation of Native 
Passenger Ships*^

Agreed to.
The CouDcil adjourned.

Satarda^t Dece/nber 20th 1856. 

P r e s e n t  :

The Ri^ht Honorable the Goveraor Geaeffai, P rtsi-  
dttttf Id the Choir-

Hon. J . A. Dorinf 
Hon, Major GenJ, J . Low. 
Hon. P. Grant.
Hon, B. Peacock.
D. Eliott, Esq.

C, Allen, Esq, 
p. W. LeGeyt, Esq.
£ . Currio, anJ 
Hon. Sir A* W, BuUcr,

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR
g e n e r a l .

The following Messages from the Govern­
or General were brought by Mr* Grant and 
read

MESSAGE No* 88.
The Governor General informs the Legis­

lative Council that he has given his assent to 
the Bill which was passed by them on the 
13th December 1856, entitled “ A Bill to 
comprise in one Act the provisions necessary 
for the assessment and collection of Munici­
pal rates and taxes in the Towns of Calcutta, 
Madras, and Bombay, and the several stations 
of the Settlement of Prince of Wales’ Island, 
Sii^apore, and Malacca,”

By order of the Right Honorable the Go­
vernor General.

CECIL BEADON, 
Sec^* to the Govt, o f India,

F o r t  W il l ia h ; )
The iOih Dec., 1856J
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MESSAGE No. 89.

The Governor General informs the Legis- 
Utive Council that he lias given his osfieat 
to the Bill which was pas^d by them on the 
13th December 185G, entitled A Bill for 
aiipoiiitiijg Municipal Commissionersi, and 
for levying rates and taxes, in the Town of 
Mttdrfla**'

By order of the Right Honorabfe the Go­
vernor General.

CECIL BEADO^J,
Seey* to the GwL o f

F ort W illiam*
The 20tA Dec.  ̂ 1856-

MESSAGE No* 90.

The Governor General informs the Legis­
lative Council that he haa given his asseut to 
the Bill which was passed by them on the 
] 3 th December 1866, entitled “ A Bill for 
appointing Municipal CoTnmissionera, and for 
levying rates and taxes, in the several stationa 
of the Settlement of Prince of Wales’ Island, 
Singapore, and Malacca.”

By order of the Uight Honorable the Go­
vernor General

CECIL BEADON,
Secy, to the GovL of India.

F o k t  W i l l i a m .
T/ie 20th Dec. 1856.

IfBSSAGB Ko. 91.

The Governor General informs the Legis­
lative Council that he has given his aa^nt 
to the Bill which was passed by them on the 
13th December 1856, entitled A Bill to 
provide for tlje diBsolution of the Bengal 
Mariners’ and General Widowa* Fund So­
ciety, and the distributiOQ of the funds 
belonging thereto*"

By order of the Bight Honorable the Go­
vernor General.

CECIL BEADON,
iSecy. to the Govt, of Ini\a,

F o u r  W il l ia m ,
7he Dec.  ̂ 1856*

MUNICIPAL ASSESSMENT (CAL­
CUTTA.)

1
T h K c l e r k  presented a Petition frora 

the British Indian Association  ̂ stating that 
the Petitioners had ob^rved in the neif̂ s- 
paper ri?ports of the proĉ ?edings of the 
Council that material alterations, both aa to 
the principle and the details  ̂ had been made 
in the Bill “ for'appointing Municipa] Com-

mifiaiondraf and for levying rales and taxes, 
in the Town of C a lc u tta a n d  therefore 
praying that the Bill, as amended, should be 
published for general information.

Also a Petition from rate-pay ers and occu­
piers of houBca and lauds in Calcutta with the 
ftame prayer.

M il CURRIE Baid* as the Bill stood for
the third reading to-day, it might be aa well to 
hear eitactly vv̂ hat the British Indian Associ^ 
Btion and the rate>payers and occupiers said. 
He should therefore move that the P«tk- 
tions be read at the table.

Agreed to..
Tbb c l e r k  then read the Petitions. 

PROTECTION OF CARRIERS BY LAND.

Tmc CLERK presented a Petition from 
the Manager of the North Western Dak 
Company, praying for the extension to India 
of the proTiaions of the Statute X I Geo* IV 
and 1 William IV  c. 68, for the protection 
of carriers by fand.

HINDOO POLYGAMY.

Also the following Petitions for the aboli­
tion of Hindoo Polygamy i—■

A PetitioD of Inhabitants of Bengal.
Two PetitionB of Inhabitwts of Ban- 

coorah,
M r. GRANT moved that these Peti­

tions be printed.
Agreed to*

MILITARY PA Y  CODE.

T h e  CLERK reported that he had re­
ceived a communication from the Secretary to 
Government in the Military Department 
relative to an alteration in the present svstem 
of making over the money of deceased Euro­
pean Non-Commissioned Officers and soldien 
to tlieir families or next of kin in India, 
which it is intended to embody as a Rule 
in the revised Pay Code.

M il PEACOCK moved that this Coni-
mumcation be printed  ̂ "

Agreed to.

CATTLE TRESPASS.

Mb, CURRIE presented the Report of 
the Select Committee on tha Bill “ relating 
to TrespasMB by Cattle.”

NATIVE PASSENGER VESSELS (BAY 
o r  BENGAL*)

Mb. ELIO TT presented the Report of 
the Select Commitice on the Bill ** to prevent
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the overcrowding of vessels canning Native 
Pafisen^era in tile Bay of BetJg&l ̂

THE INDIAN PENAL CODE.

Mb. p e a c o c k  moved tbe first reading 
of ** The Indian Peoal Code.” In doing 
so, fae said it was not lik intention to enter 
into the detaik of the Code* It would 
be wholly out of pkce b o  to dô  or to 
enter iiito a discus^on of the princtplea 
which had been eo clearly expressed and «o 
ad[nirably discussed and elucidated by the 
learned authors of tbe Code in the Notes 
which were appended to it.

The Code, as prepared by the Indian Law 
Commissioners, Lad already been before tiie 
Council* and had been referred by them to a 
Select Committee, for the purpose of making 
such amendments therein as might appear 
to them to be necessary, and of repotting 
generally thereon.

The Committee had had numerous meet­
ings ; but, in eonseijuence of other important 
avocations, it had been found impossible 
for every Member to be present at each 
JVIeeting, and it could not be said that eaeh 
Member bad considered the several altera­
tions and additions which had been made 
in his absence. The Committee thouglit 
that it would occasion great and nnneces- 
sary delayj if the reading of the Bill were de­
ferred until each Member could consider 
every alteration and addition so as to pledge 
hunaelf to its accuracy. Except duiing liis 
absence from Calcutta for a abort period, he 
had been present at every Meeting of the 
Committee, and had carefully considered the 
alterations which had been made in his absence. 
He felt himael^ therefore, responsible for all 
the akeratious and additions which bad been
made. ^

The Committee concurred generally in 
the principles upon which the Code had 
been framed, and which were very clearly 
expressed in the introductory Letter, and in 
the Notes appended to the Code, It wa^ 
therefore, unnecessary for him to enter upon 
those points. But he thought it right to call 
attention to two substantial alterations which 
the t^eicct Committee had made in the Code, 
in relation to subjects upon which they ven­
tured to differ witii the Indian Law Commis­
sioners by whom it was prepared. _

The authors of the Code had, in many 
cases not heinous, fixed a minimum as well 
AS a maximum punishment. The Commiltee 
were of opinion that  ̂ coDeidering the genei'^

eJ terms in which offences were defined, it 
would be inexpedient, in most cases, to fix a 
mimmum punishment; and they had accord 
ingly so altered the Code as to leave the 
minimum punishment for all oSencesii except 
those of the gravest naturcj to the discretion 
of the Judge, who would have the means in 
each case of forming an opinion as to the 
character of the offender, and the drcum-* 
stances, whether aggravating or mitigating, 
under which the offence had been committed> 
But with respect to some heinous offences— 
such as offences against the State, murder, 
attempts to commit murder, and the Itk e^  
they had tlkoughi It right to fix a mlnimuin 
punishmenU

The other point, on which the Committee 
dissented f^m the authors of the Code, had 
reference to the expediency of providing, by 
the &>de, penalties fior offences against special 
or local laws* It was intended and hoped 
that this Code, when completed, should be 
of a permanent nature ; and the Committee 
had, therefore, thought it unadvisable to pro  ̂
vide penalties for offences against special 
laws which might be constantly varying ac> 
cording to circumstances. They had, con­
sequently, determined to omit from the Code 
the Chapter relating to Offences against the 
Hevenue^ The counterfeiting of stamps  ̂
which was provided for by Clauses in that 
Chapter, was included in the revised Code in 
the Chapter of Offences relating to Coin and 
Government Stamps. With regard to the 
provisions for offences against the Customs, 
it appeared to the Committee that it would 
be better to leave the punishment to the 
special laws by which those offences were 
created* The Code, as prepared by the 
Indian Law Commissioners* did not so define 
offences against the Beveuue that any person 
looking to it alone could ascertain whether 
a particular act would subject him to a 
penalty or not ; but it would be necessa­
ry to refer to two laws, the Customs Law and 
the Penal Code—the former in order to ascer­
tain whether the act were prohibited, and the 
latter to learn what was the penalty. He 
would illustrate this by a few instances* 

Clause 2 1 1  of the Original Code provided 
as follows;—► .

“ Whoever, beinj  ̂ in charge of any vesMl, 
pUccs that vessel in any situation in which 
he is forbiddfin to place it by any public 
setv&nt, or body of public scrvantsj employed 
m the coiiection of the lietcnue, and em- 
>owered by Law, as such public her vent, or 
H>dy, to forbid tbe placing of SQch vessel in 
»nch situatioQ, ehall be poniflhê ) wich fine 
which may extend to Rupees l,UU0."
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H ere , the C ode <)id j)ot' d«&i« th« oSesKe 
for wbich Ltpit>vid«^d ApuaiBbmeoL S o th a l  
any one who wJalied to know u h a t  the IjKtv 
v/a» on ttie subject} must lirat Had the fij>ecUi 
eniuctment vtlacli empowered a public officer 
to forhid the pUcing of a ve&ael iti ft j^arlicular 
situation ; a»d when lie fouitd tliAt eitactinent, 
heimust go (o the Peiial Code to what 
punishment was Mtadied to lh« offence. 

^ffUHjQ]sx}Be2\2 of liieCodeprovided Utat

* Whoever cultivnt^^s  ̂ rollot’tŝ or 
tnrffl nny nrtlclo in rnntrnvpntinn of any law 
by wfaluh the culcJvution, cnllectinQf or manu- 
fucturc of that urtide U prohibiioil or regtilntcJ, 
shull bo punUhi^d wii^ fiimplu imjms^^hineiU for 
ft term n hu-h niuy extt'nif tlirot* mouths^ or 
£n« vhich may extend to &QD Kup^a/'

a per$on must B«arch llte 
R ^ i i t a t i o n s  , l o  k j i o w  w l a e t h e r  tE ie  c u l t i v a i L O » ,

c o lW lio n ^  o r  m a n u fa c tu re  o f  a  p^irticular 
a r b c le  w o $  p rp liih lt^ d  or u o t : i f  lie  fo u n d  a 
K «gul4L iu)i in a k i^ ^  buch ]>ToKiljitioii, t l ie i i  h e  
vtotijd  knoWf. from  th is  C ode^ ilm t tlie  v io b *  
tio u  o f  t lte  L a w  w o u ld  h e  pum'shab1(^ w ith  
im p r iso n  m et a  for a tt^nn o f  thrtie i» a n tii» , or  
f in e  to  th e  e x te n t  o f  >>U0 K u p c e s . T i i e  J i-  
lubtration^* a n n e x e d  to  d m  (Jiauj^e £ a id < ^

A, contrary tf» Law, euTlfvjifps the poppy. A 
haa'coliilirttt^theoffenee<iefined in tbts Cluuse*’ '

B u t th e  oflfonco defined hi tiit? Clause was, 
not tho cultivation of the po^py^ hut the cul- 
tivAtiou of any article iucontravriition of Law. 
^0 one couM ascertain from the Cndo alone, 
wliether the cultivation of iho p^jppy was 
prohibited. A ll that lie could Irfim from the 
Cod^, was, that if it was proliibited by the 
Law, and he cultivnted it, ho would he li[iT>lc 
to a term of im^risoiuncnt or h certain
amount of fine. I t  appeared to tliL' Seloct 
Committee thnt all pcrtrons inlerc^itt^d jti the 
cultivation of the pt^ppy should be able to 
learn from one Law. not only th:it ij was an 
cftence to cultivate it nithnut a license, hwt 
aUo the penalty to which a  person so cul- 
tivn^ng tt ,wonld be liable*

/Tht* Act h td y  psitsed, Tt hiting to Ports and 
Ilarhours, furni:^hod .inothcr ilhastraiion* Tie 
thought that, in such cases, it wfnihl hf' far 
more convenient that tlie Law, whic lt d tljjitd  
t)ie ofTt'nce, shouhl also dcolare (he pmjiifh- 
nR'nL thau tliat th<» Ports and IJarhour^ A ct 
shonld tlt'flnc tho offencej nnd llu^t the pun­
ishment should he regulated hv ihi* Code, 

t>ti tht; SH-inie pnncijjJe, t!io Conntiiitee 
had til ought U expedient to ouiif the Chiip* 
ter on Offonces retatmg to tlie Prei?s, TJie 
prop riti Lor of e^ery Prei;s was r( (̂^nifet1 t y  
Ac! X I  of 1R35 to make q. ccrtoiu dcclara*

Mr, Peacocks

tioR. The Chapter m  this 
On^ina) Code wt& C ^ te r  vdiiy
Ciauie 2^1 provided as f<^lom:— ■'

fc
“ Whoever ke«ps in hU possetMon, iPve»di 

f>r tb« printinf^ of books or pBpertr not hirinfy n 
made and subseribed the deularmLou raqoMei j  
by Liiw to be matlu and subscribt:d bv 
person ktropin^  ̂ suth a press in bii pu/scssiSff 
Khali be punnhed with simple impHjoiunett: 
a terra wKicb may exteivd to twt) y t t r i  ott I 
fint) wbicli tuaj extMxd to £v« tiwiyieuiii 
or both/'  ̂ T iji

Coose<juentlyj the proprietor of  ̂
wouki Imve to go to the speoial law of. 
to see wliat tlie dedaratiuu wa.s 
cu^iit to make, aiid to the Penal

what would l>e the punUhmeut pd̂ ., { 
Jiiakingit; whereas iu the apecial Iaw.̂  
would Hnd at once both the reifiiUwi îttdio.- ^ 
tiou and the penalty for deEauft* ; . ■

Then Clauje 293 of the ■ original Coik , 
provided aa follows:—

“ TVlmever prints or pnblisĥ ŝ nry pertodi- ' 
cal inrrk whnfevpT containing pnbUe ne#̂ , w ■ 
comments un pubUe newa, utiiervua tbui, la. 
coiifuranty tht: rulê i i>f >vhm:(;hy tb« 
prijiim^ uinl pubhsbiiij  ̂of such wnrk  ̂ii; rê g- . 
latvii, JiTiidl hi! pjiiiblKtl with aimpte imprist '̂ ' 
jui-nt UiT a tiTm i\-hich may extend Vw tw»
) I'lirs. or iluu whieh may io fivii tlwû t̂ ai
tinjpees, or bolti/'

H ere, again} a  person mnaai ^  to tbd 
S[?ecial Law to ascertain w hat were the rû ea 
in conformitv to which such works must beF
printed and published. W hereas it appeal­
ed to him to be much more oonveini^iit to 
leave A c t X I  of 18^5 as it stood, than Id 
repeal so much of it as related to the penal­
ties, and to fix them hy the Code in tin 
genera] terni!} to which he hod alluded.

Besides  ̂ the Cotie was iuteuded to he ap­
plicable to the vhole of India, wherew 
n̂ any s])eciiil LawB were applicahk only to 
the circumstances of one particular Prwi** i: 
dency or place. Many acts, iwhich would b«.  ̂
offences in Bengal, would tkot be otfwce*  ̂
in Madras, or Bombay, or the Puojaub^ aud 
î icc ref set; and it would be reQr.incouv«iitui *r 
that a Judge in the Fgnjauh^ for Jiutiuic  ̂  ̂
should be obliged to study a special Law,. 
nppticable only to Bengal, cr Mad|«l^ Qt 
Bombay, ' . :

T here  was another C hapter irbftft fhfc'"' 
Select Coinmittee reconim«iWIed shoifJd Rtf** 
omitted— immcly Chaj>ter X V I* O f IHtf-
gal o'lUmice into, and residrnce In̂  
territories t f  the EaA India Om rtrtJ'*' J 
The Comim&sioners who had 
Code* stated in the Note' K. aim^^d 
that Chuipter, as follows *
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** TIkj Imltftn Legislfttm^ i» retjnir^ by the 
Art of FulitoMDt a mud 4 Wm. IV.j m aoob 
M ooDT«QieBt1y nmy b«, to mak«. L*w>i or Hega- 
Utionji pro riding for prev untion or puniah-' 
BMAt of thu ilU^U entr&ncd into ur reaideiice 
lli Um t«rritonea vf flot authorized
U> «a£«r QT JTCaide tberein/*

By the Statute rInferred td, there were 
e^ftain parts of the territories beJoitging to the 
£«*t Imlia Cotnpany mto whjcU neither 

subjects nor for^ignera KmI a right to 
«oter vrithouC a license. Tbe originaJ Code 
pftmded a putiiahtiwDt for iiolkensal eotry 
at raidence ; but it vnight not he necessaiy 
that the prohibidoa of such entry or reskleQce 
•hoold be pennatkeot. The Select Committee 
had, therefore, thought that, if it ere tieo«4- 
eajrjr to make any provision for the punish nieat 
*f persona who enteretl into orrended in any 
port of the East India Company's territoriefl 
without a license, it otigbt to be left to a special 
Law, wliich u iigh t^  repealed as soon aa it 
was found expedient to repeat it, rather thaa 
to the Penal Code, which was inleoded to 
have permanent dura4k>n>

These weKthe prbcipal points in which 
the Select Committee had made any matertal 
alteratiotis as regarded tlie prindpla of the 
Code. Tiie other alterotiaoa reUtod merely 
to matters of detail.

Id the Cliapter of Offences relating to 
Carnage, the Committee had included the 
oOences of bigamy airfl adultery. They were 
not unanlntoua on these poiuta, but thought 
tliat they should be left open for future dis'- 
cu3sion in Council. Papers had very recently 
come up from the Punjaub and from the 
North Western Provinces from which it 
appeared that it was very necessary that there 
should be a Law for the punisliineut of 
adultery. The Mahommedan Law, as it exist'' 
ed, provided for the punishment of that 
o^nce. But whether it was right or wrong 
thaft adultery ahonkl be made criminal, the 
Cotnmittee had tfiought it proper, not being 
ttaaffiinoDŜ  to introduce a provision making 
it an offlpnte ; and llius lo eiicit the opinions 
of ihose who were best able to foriA a judg- 
mtiit upon the question.

fa rem ng the Code, the Select Commit- 
Im  bad derived great assistance from a very 
kpiunoiH aiid excellent Report prepared by 
Mr# Cameron and Mr. Daniel Kliott  ̂to whom 
the ofigin&l Code, together with the various 
opnuoua thereon received f^m the ^verml 
tVemdeocies, had been referr^ in ihe year 
1846* They had also consulted the 7th 
Report presented to Parliament in March 
1S43 by Her Muesty*a CriminaJ Law 
Commiaaiooers, and the 4tb Report of Hei

Majesty’s Criminal Law C^mmissionerfl ip~ 
pointed in 1845, which was published afiter 
the Penal Code, and embodied many of its 
soggesti(>ns. 'Usey had aJ&o referred to tho 
Tf̂ viijed Statutes of several of the States of 
America^ From these sources  ̂and from th« 
Indian Penal Code as revised by the tata 
Mr. Bethune, the Committee had derived 
inany valuable suggestions

He felt it to be due to the Clerk Assistant 
of the Counci], who had acted as Clerk to the 
Select Committee, to acknowledge the valu­
able assistance which the Committee had 
derived from his great knowledge and ex** 
perjenoe, and from his indefatigable escertiona 
aitd readiness in carrying into effect the views 
ot the Committee^

These were the principal points upon 
which he thought it necessary to explain 
what the Select Committee had done. 
Doubtless, every Member of the Council had 
read and studied the original Code, and the 
excellent Notes which were appended to it. 
He thought that it woutd only be a waste of 
time if be were to attempt to repeat what 
had been so much better expressed by the 
learned gentlemen who had written those 
Notes.

In a work of this kind, there must neces­
sarily be many imperfections ) bat, as a whole  ̂
the Committee had no hesitation in recom* 
mending that the Code as revised should bo 
read a first and second time, and published 
for gtjiieraJ information. They hoped that 
the Code was now in such a shape that the 
Council would have no difficulty in availing 
themselves of any suggestions which its 
publication might elicit from those whoso 
experiences in such matters woutd lender 
their assistance very valuable.

The Bill was read a first tinie.

M UNICIPAL ASSESSSiENT fCAL- 
CITTTA*)

Mit* CURRIE moved that the Bill ** for 
appointing Municipal Commissioners, and 
for levying rates and tates, in the town of 
Calcut^” be re-committed for the purpose r f  
cotisidermg certain proposed amenuinenta.

After a verbal alteration in Section VI—
Mk* CURRIE aaidt when the Bill had 

passed ihrou^^h Committee last Saturday, a 
new Section had been introduced on thft 
motion of the Honorable and learned Mem­
ber to his right (Mr. Peaicock) after Section 
X X V IL The Committee was an adjourn­
ed Cotuoiittee for the purpose of comudering 
certain reserved Sections; and the new Sec*

A 1
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tiom had been introdqc«d after Section 
X3CVII, not because that was the proper 
pkce for it, but because it waa the only 
place in which, at that time, it could be in­
troduced ; and if it stood part of tlie Bill, it 
ought to be transposed and inserted after 
Section XXX L But he would usk the in­
dulgence of the Council to say a yeiy few 
words upon the Section itself*

The Houorable and learned Metnbef had 
rather taken the Council by surprise in 
moving its introduction  ̂ aince it referred to 
«n entirely new subject i and he (fldr, Currie) 
ahould, therefore, be the more excused for 
reverting to it noWi

Tiie Section wa  ̂to ihe following effect:—
** Tho CaTDinUsioiiera, under direction of the 

said Li(*utenant Govcrnorr shall, with little 
delay us possible  ̂ to be mitde and ctm-
etrurt^?d such tanks, reservoirs, or olhcr works  ̂
M fib ail be oecea^ftry to provide, in convenier t̂ 
porta of tbe &aid Town* for the use of the 
luhabitiLDta thereof  ̂ft proper supply of ^ood 
and whabeomu wator lor drinking anddoineit- 
tio pnr]ios<̂ 3  ̂ AnJ until such tanka» re^^r- 
voirsj or other worki>̂  hbalt have been miide 
and constrnutod, and aLl the expensos thereof 
defrayed, and all municjs borrowed (or the pfty- 
znent of such expenses on the seciuritv of the 
ratofl, and interest thpreon  ̂shall have beon re­
paid, shall set apart for the purpose above mon- 
doTied an annual 9um not le^s than l£ u p ^  
30^000 out of the proceed® of the vate pro­
vided by Section \I1  of this Act. If sucb 
supply of water have been provided
and all the expenaea thereof, and all 
nies borrowed for the pajment of auch ex:* 
penses and interciit thereon, ehaU have been 
repaid before the ccomplete fiystem of sewerage 
*rid drainage nientiened in Section XXIX of 
tbis Act, shalt have been cooipJeted, the said 
annual jmm of 30,000 Rupees sn&ll bty added to 
ihe annual sum of 1,50,000 Rupees directed to 
bo set apmt by the said Section XXIX of this 
Act̂

He had fittid, when this Section had been 
firat proposedj that he did not think a pro- 
mioii of this sort was necessaiy, because the 
scheme of the Drainage Committee contem- 
pjated also a scheme for supplying water to 
ihe Town ; and the more that he had con­
sidered the subject, the more persuaded did 
he fee! that it wa* not expedient to have a 
separate proriEion of this kind in the BitL 
Sluice (he Afeeting  ̂ he had had an opportu­
nity of learning that the Drainage Committee 
had very carefully considered the question

water-supply; and he had seen some of 
 ̂ihei* papers regarding it̂  which wouldj no 
d ^ t ,  form part of the Appendix to their 
Beport, They gave very copious tracts 
from authodti^ on the subject of drainage 
and wftt®r*flupply ] and, amongst thetn  ̂he had

Jtfri Currie  ̂ ............ ..

marked sonw which fefppe^ 
and necessary connection which emTeo ^  
tween a copious supply of water abA'ip 
efficient system of drainage- Mr* Dejî psey, 
a Civil Engineer^ who reined to be a gtAt
authority In such matters, sa ld ^  ,

- . * ■ ‘ ' '1** According with our definition, we propoM
to treat of the supply of water to Towi r̂ uhI 
buildiDga as a branch of the ^nem l ^hjfl^.'tf 
drainajfe, since the purpoiea of th« art caclut 
be e ^ t ^  without an aikqitata aiui ivgukttit
lupply of water, * 4.d

1 ■ . _ 1
And Captain Vetchf one of the M etfi^ 

Ulan Commiasionen £sr scvrer*g« Aaid 
ag^j said— -

■ * ■ j ■’■ . '.Il
“ The drains but furnisb the way« or ve)u^ 

for troUHpi>rtarion ; the water la the nijrin  ̂
power or carrier, and it is tht? cheapesttliiS 
can be procured. In fact, ihe aupply'of wuk 
to a Town  ̂and the dischar^ ofireft t̂ f̂ 
branches of the same uni|ie»r%
water is abundant enough^ and distrmiM 
enough to eleanse the drnin^, tllc tost would U 
more oA'tiDane thwn nwfuL̂  ̂ ' ; "

■

An ample ' sopply of wift*, therr- 
fore, was (and had iso treated rht
Drainage Cotnmille«) a necessary part c? anj' 
efHcienl system' of drainage nnd,3*wera5e; 
and it did sfê rti to him that, Whent the'Conn#' 
cil were tiiaking provision W  ^Vmnj ont 
such a system, it wouM be viery uiiadvisaMe 
to introduce a Section containing a sp̂ î l 
proriiQon for water^supp!y altogether irrti- 
pective of the scheme of drainage in contem­
plation, He should have no oljjectioo to 
providing that Rupees 30,000 shouH bp 
set apart aiinuatly for water-supply coti- 

"nectwJi with the system of drainage j 'wrf 
he would therefore ask hia Honorable 
learned friend whether he' would agree to 
strike out the present Section, and inrrodtî  
some words into the Section TespecfThfl dt^- 
age which wou^ specificalfy

t* . .  ̂ I i i 1V ' . J! jL m'1supply 
scheme.
drvitage . .

not because Btrpees 
highest sum which ought to 
to th»t purpose, but beCans^" tfiis  ̂
amount which the increased
ed by the BilJ was eshmateJ ' 
and he had thought it 
for increased taxation, to indicate "thiyrf;; 
pose to which the proceeds of MB'W 
were to be appHfed: He did 'riotf̂
think that it ifras r^lly  n ec^  
any addition to the sum al^ad 
but at the same he Hâ  no 
niMt  ̂ hlŝ  Honcn̂ abfe ' and l̂ea 
wishes o n ^ t  point.

VIIJ JOL
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LllOV J



725 Mknmpal A$smment [ D k C .  20, 1 S 5 6 * ]  (CakuiUt) BiU* 7 2 6

ACOCK'sai’i  lie Mt very
 ̂^Kjngly on ilus wb|pct, because he knew tliftS 
*'fhe'^po9̂  inhAbilants of thia City safTcred 

distress'from want of a proper supply 
offhire and wholesome water- In their Ke- 
port for lS5^5j the Commissioners satJ :—

ThL&»rera l  ]ooalide«id tihe Town itaad  
lljo'io need of ^ o d  tanks for the conTOtiietioe 
JOf'mip^ying- 5ie nei(5hbourhw)d with water,

funda ftt our diHpos&l, 
li&ve b««Q uoajble to efiSaot «uch desinble

iijjjA* H«d been presented to the
Council from a targe iiuinber of the inhabit- 
«ntâ  when the question of gas-)ightiDg 

^Wfore it, stiting that the Pelitiouers were 
\iipab1e tô  oWiu any whole&oine water for 
jdfinkiug and.doidestic parpoteA. It did ap* 
<pebr to him that it would be a great waste 

public iapney at a time when the 
j^pple were  ̂cpiitracting disease from the 
want of pure and wholeaoma water, t»pward« 
^^ ;U c  qf Uupets w^e expemli^d annually 

«];id BO prpv^ion >vlmtever were 
fpr.ae^uring them tlmt impoTtatjt 

t^cefi^iy/ of life, at the earliest possibip

f  iô ^̂  ,.The Hot)orab{e U c^bcr had BaLd 
t he (ilr. Paacocfe), in inoviogtJia Seciioo 

 ̂ a water '̂Supply b£t daLurday, liad tak^n 
the Council by surprise. But tlie Honorable 
l^lember would recollect t) tat be bad brougb 
ip on that occasion a new Clause by wbieb a 

of 2 p«r cetit was to be imposed in a(l<- 
îtTqa to the inCfeajio already mode .to tUe 

Iwu^^rale. He (Mr. Feacock) had ehewu 
^bat the Commisuioner* now received more 
jtj(^ they expended ; that Jast year they had 
^Vf^ted Knpees 30,000 ; that they had 

invested considerable aums in 18^3 and 
.8^4 I and that, altogetlier, they now had in 

]{nop̂ iiy*$ Paper a sum of Rupees ],56»000^ 
lu^h they accumulated from tlie surplus 

ĵ cfcê <!s ot̂  the rale« ^f tlie last three years.
in tliis manner rates paid by 

j^se'm qccppieî a for some unknown improve- 
jjientt,t)y.w}iicli the,present occupiers might 
Myer̂  ^  fe^fited^ or by which they would 
^  but palatially benefited  ̂ waa not the
prop^' of aduainistenng the Municipal 

f^Tli^ ilonorahie Member had stated  ̂
Memorandum, that the araiJable 

nual surplus might be estimated at Rupees 
\ 000 ;̂ m addition ta that, there would he 

^ i.'H i^es J7,000 which w ^ now expetid- 
ejl iof;Jlg l̂)tingj.but which would be no long-* 
j t  peceS!^ whfT̂  general lightit^-tai«

.Tlfjertforie,, the ppimrifsskut-  ̂
8 woul^ have annually Ij^peett^ 421̂ 000̂  
yojid what was necessary tor the purpos­

es of the town* The Honorable Afember 
had stated m his memoraiidum that it would 
be necessary to appropriate this sum to tbe 
scheme in adJttion to the Rupees 1 ^^0,006 
fof seweragt  ̂ ind drainage. He now saij 
that the Rupees 1,50,000 a year which tlie 
Council had determiued should be set asidd 
for that purpose, would be su/Rcieut; and 
he (Me, Peacock) proposed that Rupees
30,000 out of the Rupees 42,000 which 
would remain in the hands of tlie Com* 
mtssionera evejy year, should be devote 
ed to another object of almost eijual im­
portance to the public health—an ade­
quate supply of pure and wholesome water 
for drinking and domestic purposes. The 
Honorable Member aaid he had learnt  ̂
since the last Meeting of the Council, that 
there was a close and necessary connection 
between water-supply and elficient drai-̂  
nage; hut the question was, when was 
the water-supply to b  ̂ furnished ? Protn 
the  ̂extracts which the Honorable Mem­
ber had given in his Memorandum^ it 
appeared that the Drainage Committee—

■

con^der a diffused eystccn of water*&upp1y 
over the Town to be aa indispensable adj iiact 
to efikient drainage;”
Blit whether the water to be supplied by 
thi^ system wits to be pure and wholesome 
water fpr drinking and domestic purposes, or 
merely water for flushing tlie drains, the 
Drainage Committee did not say* Reading 
on, he found that—

*' Although ttie drainage would be defective 
without watar-supply, the Conmnittee tbink thM 
tbe work« for the former a«ed not be delayed 
on tbat account,'’

So that the worlis for drainage v̂ ere to 
go on first, and the works for water-suppfy 
would then be undertaken. Thi« woruld 
delay the supply of watejr for nine yearoj 
the period estimated for completing the 
drainage ; and during the  ̂ whole of that 
period, the Inhabitants were to suffer fron̂  
the want of this neoesaary of li£& and health. 
What he wanted waŝ  not that the Lnhabi'* 
tants should wait for pure and whoie-i 
some water for nine or ten years, when th« 
ilrainage works would be completed  ̂but that« 
j$ufficient supply should be furnished to them 
at once; and it wâ i with that view that be poro- 
posed that Rupees 30,000 should be set apart 
of the available annual surplus of Rupeeh 
42»0Q0 for the excavation of tanks or tbeooD- ̂ I
struction of such other works as were necesaary: 
for the (supply of water. Then that object, 
would be obtained at once.. If these worka 
could be used hereafter for flushing drains,



8ST Ltfti8CCtnp(v>c(H9a^- CS*

iittli w*.''4hwfl 'inoiiUi b* Mo;
waste* But if they w«re not con-
HMnc^ Upp untilJbe 4i»irv*ge +fcrU, ^ere 
completed, tbe inhabitants c^ t̂uHte
to Bu0«r ajid to contract diseaafi for tbe neit 
nine or ten yeart for wiaMl’iKpure and whole- 
SQme ,water, i /  ̂ o  ■ * V,

'tftei'frfore, wtslied that' tne .Section 
iihyuH remain as it was, 'Ko harni could 
"possibljr arise from it. Jf tbe Commissioji- 
tfrfe Srfere nbtv' trf construct'works which couU 
be eventuatly Ufew!, well ami ^ood*. In 
such case tiiey would have a larger amount 
to devote- to the purpoaea of drainage* 
Tbe Honorable Member had ftaid that 

‘Wanted ilaia money amd ilia fiupees 
fof. drainage and for water- He 

(Mr« PeaccckV^Bhcd that, hanng provided 
Rupees 1^50,000, a y^c for drainage ex- 
cluRivelvj tbe Council should now lake careP I ------ —
ibat Rupee^ 3^^000 a yev shogid be annu­
al l3rijlp^[ff^tf4 d>Ahtihdut̂  to th^ supply
of water.

Mr. C U R R I E ^  had no r̂lsh to< 
press bis motion, which, as far as he could;

IRWm ‘tbe miiner ln which tĥ f dti^elrti- 
tions of the Honorable and learned l^^emb^r 
J^ b e e n  rpcoivedi Was oppoReJ to tb?̂  vieyifs 

Council- I i |  ̂ a u
He must say, hdwever, that his own'o^!- 

nj?pn7«nW0d mihaJ1|;ed  ̂ iNosdi»AVrtr?vas 
desirable, as by the Honorable and
lê amed Membei- t̂lmt water should provided
(6r tbe inliab'j'tants :is soon a.s possî liei : but. 

^the'Jigpng of tanlts iind reservoirs would he 
a work of time j and unless these tomniUfti- 
cated with th^ riv^^ their use,would be com  ̂
paratively small Of course, all works con-' 
nee ted witb the diffused water-supply would 

^hare sucp cpmnfiuoication* Jtiowever, a8 the 
J^^tlon bad.l^en adopted last Saturday by 
i,iniipAy,,a^d as it seemed to be tlie wish 
!ot tî e Council that it abfinid 4tand, he wouldl9l]̂  ih' / * 11 I.not. P t^s ws Tnojliotv He would merely 
jî ove that the ' iSectlon be omitted from its 

pl4ce,^wii^ il3 being inBert-
e3 after Section X X X tl

Alter an amendment in Section X X X I—
' iliL  CXJRRlE said, since the Bill had 

passed through C^mniittee last Saturday^ 
lie had given notict that he would move ttie 
introduction of a new Sectfcn for enabling 
the Commissioners to r^co¥er by instalments 
any fum which they ^ g h t  have ^x^gded 
for iit^provements on private accounL Tbe, 

'ConWvancy Act authorised the nCommts-; 
f̂eigners ko require that owners of Rouses 

'ishbmd run drains from their houses to the
J/r-

l(»jir4iWWfTs, fikdil f ib i  w k  e t h e n im p im ^
m itt^ .f l i lo h ;v [  n e U l]iiig i^ < d iA £ iitn tn g ,ju li 
Mwering private r; ltl ftjrihtft
'pi^tided t̂ uĴ  if the woriu should rtiotib« IsAti- 
cutt<l oT> the re^^ulaition U  ̂ eiGoaiiii^tmf- 
or^ ihey might be executed ,iid GwH- 
,19[>tssioneFs ihemaelvea, aod thu fQoo«y enf 
pfcnded be recovered from the owiKrt  ̂ - Th« 
provision in one of the Sections wtis, Uia£ itM 
money »hoLild be paid rordiwitb,;«ndt if Oft 
m  paid  ̂ tbe Commiasiotiera tnigfat Tiô jrê rfit 
by complaint to tbe Magistrates,. whofwriMiUl 
make an order for piyment. It had been
suggested by the Commissioners tluki wImw 
a complete system of drainage was iutroiiiiH  ̂
ed̂  and tlic provtuona of tbe Act w«re- 
tenaively put in force, it might be. very hafd 
to <̂ aii upon owners to pay ationcn smfts 
expended upon impravements whickj.wPTV 
no* of^hoir own choice, but t requited fori *be 
general benefit or tbe town :̂ - -; -aJj
■ L [A.octM'dinio to ibei ndtloe beikad giTeu -̂bo 
if»w moved that the fQllowi(lĝ n̂0W]S«!rl9«^ 
bfe kBsnrted aifter SeetM XX.XIbrrw nty

'** tW Crtmrnisamrera s^ait bare m-
^cnrrp^^airy irt Hbc exeuqtton fir any
of̂ the w "̂k«-vHtibh;'imder t̂̂ ieikinfliXXI
aM IdU i)tft^eifl*i4 Aot XlY,®f
owaors p r^ ia e s , qt U'lildL Lf^
nr<j rec]iiivf^df tti exOfiite, ihe (^omini^sioners 
tfiftr elihET rpcnvet the aTtK^unf o f such e y -  

'>11̂ 3̂  In tho xnftmwr tker^in proHded. 
th^y think £ t, mdv take .enga?«Di4»Etta f r a n  
tbf} b«id owners fo r the quBJterTy naym ent.f^ 
fucb sums &s wilJ he sumcicnt to ooVray t^e 
whole emmint of the said pxponso^ with i t  

thercori %t th« rate o f 6 per cent't>er 
aanam, wtthiaa periodtiotexceediiigfiv« y e a n , 
and such auius whaa dua ara j .bo n^ciyar«ft 4 ^  
the same process by whitOi rules may bp 
covered under the ineorpi>irited Act* : ^

j .L. li ' . ' l i j O
Tbe Section was rtgr«d tOy. h j
On the motion .of Gmrief/aJTjefbfen 

amendment wan made in Uie JSw&fn nddtBi|| 
to water-supply* and
was inserted after tb^ above hew SaaiiQmh>£ 

The Council liaving. rttaomdliuirlnttiii^ 
the Bill wits reported wiUi'f t̂neridnjentaj i îb 

Mr. C U R lilE  said, in in0?iog the thnd 
reading of tbe Bill, he tl|t)uglic/iL:ti^ti6> 
refer to tbe Petiuotis which m i
at the table to^ay respecting it* r= i  ̂ ul^ll 

Ha did not propr>B« to tbnt
Bill should \ks republished, as tiyiriPttitvvti^ 
er^ re^ue&t^^ Jfer \\%is reasonr^tiut -lid’did 
not think tbe re publication could be ^tbnd^ 
ed with any useful result; ami, on the othe^ 
band* it lamely desirable that ther^
should be no further delay in passing th4 
Bifl,’sinc  ̂ itbifght'to tak'fe 'efeW^frofi tltei 
^tttmtiiceineitt "“rf tRe rwstt" yeaifi and''the



M»|fe'nm»Tl»'^Mtf (injcldmi ■'It̂ ’-wMi mie 
llutf,in‘4hftr&i(»rr«f‘thir '8eEMt
if  dfad' bien Ptnid thil; if Any change vefi; 
'iMd^ iit the coTKlitQtion of Munidpul 
tadvt tconght b« proper to republish (he KIL 
But 'thotigh duch' ^an^e h&d b«*en wimK

dui FM>t, ijpon. ccm9id^mticn, think that
'jtl"CirmiH«id-uiy 6iiflici«nt ground for r^puh -̂

It w«4 ti> be rememheretl that ttie
i^aeiftion of the h«st mfxJe of providing for
4(h« Appointmeint of Munioipal CoinmLS!tiQn€rs

iMn und«r A^Ltation for the lo t̂ t}tre« €l
iv««ra« *nd seTcml «ssocMtecl bodi«3 r̂Ut̂  
anight be cottsitUrad to represent th^ prlnri* 

of the inhabitants  ̂ hadt durhig 
ih t t  period}' eEpreftfie<) opinions reir^rdinff 
Stfj^and propowd schemes of tiieir oirn. 
^̂ Tfa« Council had had tn  opportumty of 
WMisidniil  ̂ the« opinions w»d ^schemes, 
wVll̂ hkd formd tlieir own judgmeTit n* to 
tlie course which tn be ro)k\v^/ it

not lik^lv that their judgm«tit vnuM be 
<nf&«!ied byran^ thing that could now be'ad-^ 
duced ; «ndl no bin raihef the
iv^erse, in a further agitation of tlie siflyect̂  

r Xhe wly othi r̂ alteriilion . of, moment 
.titdfl' Hill wa4iaA toi tU  ̂lii^htia^-rftto.
The BH! had jf̂ crtridwl k parliAl liffhlJng-mle 
6n those streets which TC-bdkl ' be lighted 
^ith gas. That prr>vieJou been 
(̂(d iu Co«amicte6» the aUexation being Uwt 
theife thoukl be' & general lij^hti^g-ratp bn 
^he whole town, includin^treptj Imhted
I >> m ■ h - ^ "With oil as well as streeta lighted w[lKI Cl 3̂
(Thf! question of a lighting-rate had been 
,r» n  mote agitated th ii tlic <ftwBtion of the 
l^ili&tton 6f ft Muttici|ial body. Whpn 
h i had first suggested the mtroduction 
of a lii;;hting-rate m tl̂ e Gas Bill* he liad 
ptovided that thtr« ahoutd be a rate upon 
tikb iffhole toirn. The inhabStants then hod 
juid «Q opporruinty of expreising themselres 
(upxi'tli&t protri^n^L and hod availed thein- 
aebmof it. ̂  The GouikiI ha<d had bei^e

Teceî ed ; they Imd fully 
disciBted the '<ju^tioii; mid the subject 
tn ii  ndiv; ^^haust^d: He dtd not, there-
<fDtĉ  t!diik' tlmt̂  ehher hb to the formanp 
ttion of Municipal body or as to the 
lighting rates lher« ciifttcient re&son

^  ith^ i^p4bli«dtion of the Bill ; and he 
-alukiid̂  kt ouee inore the third r̂ adlnĝ .

imiotiofi wae earned,' and the Bill 
tldrd tmie.-

I r I "

Regfctiii»r to  t iM
•Jid pfttiisM. * *' j - ^

The -̂Motion  ̂ma CAhi ĵ and the B?8 
mod « thinl time.

f 1' MfiSSE^rGEK

. , > O A T H S,O F ,O W JX X
■ . I , ■ . ■ \ M ■: ’ . 1 ' t ■ ■ J . L ■ I

Mr. .J^lXpN.niovyd that the BilJ “ cqfl-
ceniui^ tUe tokiujf i>r Q a t^  ^ . Office ,by

Mij* G R A N T  miB re<)uested to take the
above Dill and the Bit! *■*' for appointing Mu­
ni cipR I Convntswoners and for levying rates 
and taxf ŝ in tlie 'lown of Calcutta** to the 
Governor General for lua asaent*

Agreed to*

K0TICK o r  MOTION*

Mtt. PK ACOCK gsTe notice tlwt he 
would, on Saturday next, naove the becond 
reading of the IjiJian Pen*l Code.i '

The Council adjourntd. ’

Saiurdafff DfCembt^ 27iiw 1856.

TW HoDOiable J .  A. Dorliii in the
' ,  ̂ Cbftir* ^ ' j 

C, ALt^f Esq. _ 
fi. Currie, Eitq, and 
Hod. Sir a* fiiiltor.

Hou* GenL J .  Lopr,
Hon-, J.'P. Grant* '■
Han, B. Pncockf
J?U 5Uott, Etq. ,

MES&AQE8 FROM T B E  OOVKKKOH 
. ,  ̂ QKSI^IRAI^ . .  .

The fyllowing Messages from the Go­
vernor General were brought by Mr. Grant 
avul read :— ,

■ b I

MESSAGE 95,

Thft Gorenior Genera) informs the Ijegia- 
lative Cminci) th&t he has givrn hift assent 
to the Bill which was passf̂ d hv'th^m on tfie 
20th December IS56, enfufq^ *' Bijl'ior 
appuinting Municipal 'Com t̂lis^o'uerSj and 
for Wviug rates ^nd ta;te% in Ae' To^ii of
c.icu(w.^

Bv Older of the llight Uoh6ra1)t« t()e 
wrnir Geoem). ‘ - ■' ' '•. - *

CECIL BEAb0?«t^
to the G ctt p/7tidta,

F o r t  W iljja s i, } '
77*̂  26/A Dec-t 1856, /

MESSAGE No. 93,

^The Governor General informs the Legia* 
fâ vî  Ĉ ûncil thut he has giv^n his asseut 
to the Bill wliich was parsed by tl̂ em qjt 
the 20th December J856, eiuirfed A BJI
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