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THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI
MORARJI DESAI): Mr, Speaker. Sir,
Honourable Members are quite under-
standably exercised over the reports
that have appeared in the Press here
based on a news-item which appeared
in the United States about the atiempt
to locate a nuclear-fuelled power-
pack on the heights of Nanda Devi.
The failure in this attempt which
has raised just apprehensions about
the possibility of contamination of
the water of our sacred river Ganga.
I can assure the House that all of
us share this concern of the Homour-
able Members as well as by the people
at large at the possible hazards to
our environment and people.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: What
are you doing about it?

SHRI MORARJI DESAI: Will you
have some patience? The House is
aware that aas soon as these
reports came to our attention,
we expressed our grave concern to
the US authorities and have subse-
quently been in touch with them in
New Delhi and in Washington. We
have also made thorough enquiries at
our end to obtain as complete details
as possible in the last few days. In
the light of international situation pre-
vailing at that time and scientfic deve-
lopments which were taking place both
far and near it was decideq by
the Government of India and
the Government of United States of
America at the highest level that a
remote sensing device with nuclear
power-pack should be installed near
the highest point of Nanda Devi with
the object of securing information
about missile developments.

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA:
Which year?

SHRI MORARJ] DESAI: It started
in 1864,

SHRI MORARJ] DESAI. It started

SHRI MORARJI DESAI: According-
ly, a mountaineering expedition man-
ned only by Indian mountaineers
went up the Nanda Devi followed by
a Joint Indo-American expedition sci-
entifically equipped with the device
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with a view to installing it at a height
of 25,000 feet.

When the expedition was approach-
ing the summit, it was overtaken by
a blizzard which made further ascent
impossible and facing fatal hazards to
the party, they were obliged to re-
treat to the Jower camp at a height
of 23,000 ft. In the precipitate discent
under very trying and exacting con-
ditions they had to leave the power-
pack securely cached, With the on-
slaught of winter, no attempt to locate
and retrieve the device was imme-
diately possible and had to be post-
poned. Another expedition was moun-
ted in May 1966 that is in the follow-
ing spring, With the intention of re-
trieving and installing the device,
however the expedition party on ar-
rival at the area discovered that =&
major avalanche had occurred around
the area and the device could not be
located. Every attempt was made by
ground and aerial search aided by
supersensitive gcientific equipment to
trace the power pack but these efforts
proved in vain. After all such at-
tempts the conclusion reached by our
experts which included Scientists was
that if the power-pack had broken. it
would have been detected trough
these means and the likelihood was
that the device got burled deep some-
where after having been smothered
or carried into neighbouring crevice
by the avalanche,

Searches both on the ground and
by helicopters were organised every
year over a wide area and continued
til] late 1968 but without the equip-
ment being gighted or detected by
scientific means.

Simultaneously  samples of the
water were taken up to 1970 and
were under observation for some
years but no trace of contamination
was detected.

In 19687, a new device was taken to
the same area and was duly installed
on a neighbouring peak. This func-
tioned normally for a while but was
removed subsequently in 1968 and
the equipment was returned to the
Uniteq States. These operations as
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1 said, were apparently carried out
predominantly by Indlan pérsonnel
but ynder joint auspices and were in
the know of and with the approval
at the highest political level of the
Government of India at that time.

After the news reports appeared a
few days ago we have assembled re-
levant details and background of these
expeditions with reference to avail-
able record and in consultation with
both the US Government and the In-
dian Departments who were involved
in this project.

We have tried to got as much tech-
nical information about the device as
was possible. According to informa-
tion obtained and published literature
on the subject, the device comprises
of a power system energised by 2 to
3 lbs. of plutonium-238 metal alloy
which is contained in several doubly
encapsulateq leaktight capsules. The
inner capsules enclosing the plutonium
are made of 20 mm thick tantalum—
refractory metal. The primary func-
tion of tantalum j; to inhibit corrosive
action of the Plutonium fuel. The
outer capsules are of Nickel alloy
having high strength and temperature
resistant properties. The capsules are
encaseq in @ Graphite heat block
which along with the thermo-electri-
cal modules in turn is encased in a
cyhindrical aluminium casing which
is 14 incheg in diameter and 13 in=
ches high. The total weight of the
entire assembly was 38 lbs.

According to the records it is clear
that at that time all aspects of safety,
including the possible hazards to the
operating hands and general publie,
were taken into account and conclu-
sion was reached that no undue ha-
zard existed. The tests, which have
been carried out by the United
States, indicate that even under ex-
tremely unlikely conditions of com-
plete instanteneous fuel exposure to
water, there is little, if any, possibi-
lity of pollution attaining unsafe
limits, We understand that even in
such an unlikely eventuality, a flow
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of 3,000 gallons per day would ftself
dilute the dissolved material to safe
drinking water levels, It iz also be-
lieved by Scientists that the dangers
of pollution on instanteneous exposure
to air are also minimal In brief they
claim that the design details and pro-
tective systems are such as to ensure
the maximum possible safety againt
splintering and consequential conta=
mination and environmental hazards.

Notwithstanding the safety factor
in the design and the results of phy-
sical search and scientific detection
now that our Government's attention
has been drawn to it, we are making
renewed efforts t¢ make ourselves
triply sure. It is proposed to appoint
a committee of scientists to study
and assess the problem and with the
help of all possible expert advice, to
recommend guch further action as may
be considered necessary to safeguard
against future hazards to the environ-
ment and to the people. We have
taken immediate action to obtain
fresh samples of the water from the
upper reaches.

Ag I mentioned we have been in
touch with the American Government.
The US authorities had provided tech-
nical details, scientific cooperation
and gsophisticated equipment at the
time when the search operations for
the missing power-pack were being
made in the summer of 1966.

Mr, Speaker, I can recall the eriti-
cal situation with which we were
faced during those days of concern,
apprehension and anxiety. The autho-
rities concerned in India at the high-
est level assessed the situation in
terms of certain precautionary and
effective devices to identify the vari-
oug threats and contingencies and de-
cided upon the measures which I have
out-lined above. It is clear from

they were taken into account. It is
unfortunate that nature intervened to
present for the future as we now find
it a continuing source of apprehen-
slon and anxiety.
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However, as far ag I see mo cause
for alarm on grounds of bealth or
environmental hazards exists. The
indirect evidence so far is that the
safety precautions built into the pack
may be as effective as has been claimed
and if so pollution effects may not
teke place inthe future, It is gratify-
ing that none have been detected so
far. I would also like to assure the
House that to our knowledge, no other
device of thig kind exists on Indian
soil and no such operations which
carry potential national hazards would
be permitted by us,

18 hra.
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the hon. Prime Minister
passing remarks about two Govern-
ments coming to an agreement for
such a gophisticated operation of the
plutomum device in the Himalayan
region. 1 take this opportunity to
say that the present Government has
got an onorous responsibility to give
not only & proper answer but also
am explanation to the people of this
country because of the manner in
which it was reported in the press.
Even today it has been reported In
the press. The External Affairs Minis-
ter, Mr. Atal Bihari Vajpayee, has
made a disclosure departing from the
statement made by the hon. Prime Mi-
nister. I quote:

“Disclosures to be shocking.

Mr. Atal Bihari Vajpayee said
here today that he would make a
statement in the Lok Sabha tomor-

Attention motion on the planting of
a nuclear device by the CIA in the
Himalayan region.

Talking to reporters. Mr. Vajpa-
yee said that the revelations follow-
ing imquiriey by the Central Gov-
ernment in the matter would come
a8 a ‘bombeheil’ ™,

vices and other things which are ex-
perimental upon. (Interruptions)

The responsibility does not only
vest on the Government but the Home
Minister was also involved in  this,
I am not talking about the present
Home Minister. There were a series of
actions taken: first expedition second
expedition and so on the Nanda Devi.
The reasons are going to cause a
great concern to this country. I do
not find any ol the statements in con-
formity with the statements or the re
ports he has made, Today, it is re-
ported that there is a bomb-shell and
sensational revelation of these things.
Therefore, there ls something that
the Government of India is suppres-
sing, because CIA is operating in this
country.

(Interruptions)

The manner in which their relation-
ship is being developed is also to be
taken into consideration.

- (Interruptions)

It is not only in the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs, but also in the Defence
Ministry and other Governmental or-
ganisations that many officers are in-
volved, Our scientists are also think-
ing on this issue. The scientists of
this country are guided by the outside
forces and the present Government
has dismantled the operation: There-
‘fore, a wort of situation has arisen out
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of certain revelations; it may be from
1070. But it is a great concern to this
country whether we should have an
independent thinking, an understand-
ing about the sophisticated science and
technology that has been deliberated
by our scientists,

MR. SPEAKER: Please come to the
question. No, no. You have taken more
than five minutes.

AN HON. MEMBER: This is a very
important issue.

SHRI K. LAKKAPPA: This is not
a small matter. This was brought to
lght because of the television inter-
view programme in the “Today Show"
of the National Broadcasting Com-
pany. Mr. Kohn's version, is to be
printed in the May issue of “Outside”
magazine, a new monthly publication
from ‘“Rolling Stone” publications. So,
all these things are going to establish
that certain outside forceg are operat-
ing in this country, If there are no
such things which he has stated—
there is no alarming gflutation of con-
tamination of sacred Ganga water;
there is no health hazard-these areall
not conclusive proof of the statement,
because no scientist of our country has
gone there and fully investigated the

matter. And they have been operat-
ing  throughout the Himalayan
region....

MR SPEAKER: Please come to
your question. '

SHRI K. LAKKAPPA: The conclu-
sion drawn by the hon. Prime Minis-
ter is very premature, Therefore, I
would like to pose this question. If
according to the contradictory state-
ment given by Mr. A. B. Vajpayee
there are: sensational revelations—I
do not know if there are—and if such

scientists who will give their correct
findings on these issues, then they
will have to come out again and cla-
rify and explain to the whole country.
“That responsibility is vested in them.

APRIL 17, 1978
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I would like to know what were the
expedition teamg involved in this at

in these things and the adyice
scientists on this issue. I want
impartial high level sclentific

have given the facts in great detail I
do not know what hag been kept back.
And then he tries to compare it with
what my colleague has said to some
press.  Well, T do not know what
he has said to the press. Therafore, 1
cannot say anything about it, He will
have sufficient opportunity to tell you
when the time comes. What is the use
of bringing in CIA. CIB? (Interrup-
tions) When the decision is taken at
the highest level of the Government
in both the countries, then the agen-
cies would certainly be agencies like
those utilised by them. I do not say
that fthey are not the agenies which
worked. It ig not only those two agen-
cies. but there were scientific agencies
toco. I do not want to name all of
them. But they were all under Gov-
ernment at the highest level, of the
Prime  Minister. There were three
Prime Ministers involved, not one. It
begins from 1964; it does not begin
in 1966; it begins in the early part of
1864. Therefore, all the three were
there, and they did it, as I said, be-
cause of the extraordinary situation
that had arisen round gbout our coun-
try. That is why, they thought that
they must have some protection from
the consequences of that situation,
and they tried to find out which dan-
ger's if any were involved. They took
the precautions also to train the peo-
ple here and not entrust the workere
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for three years. Hp finds fault with
me when I sald that there are no
health hazards, Would my hon. friend
‘be happy if I frightened him to death
by saying that he will be dead tomor-
row by ihis contamination? Then if
my hon. colleague has said that this
will be a bombshell, what i3 wrong
with it? I do not use this language
(Interruptons). I know that I can-
not compete with my friend in  the
matter of criticism or condemnation
or things like that. I do not want to
condemn anybody. But this is a sen-
ous matter, on which we ought not
1o be lesg than serious. This is a mat-
ter where the Government is con-
cerned, where the country is concern-
ed. It was under the instructions of
Government that this was done—at
the highest level. Therefore, what is
the use of finding fault with other
agencies? Nobody acted on his own
here. It was done with the best of
intentions, jf 1 may gay so; and, pro-
per precautions were taken. But haz-
ards are always inherent in it Why
o I say that I have nothing to do
with atomic weapons and nothing fto
do with making of atomic wea-
pons? It ia  because of these
hazards That is why I don't
want to do that .That is why I don't
want to take any risk But everybody
does not think like that. If jt comes
to that even my hon. friend will tell
me that he will have atomic weapons:
I am qute sure. Therefore, let us
think about it ratienally and properly
and not doubt the bona fides of peo-
Iple in this manner., Phat is all that
Bay.

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS (SHRI ATAL BIHARI
VAJPAYEE): Sir, if you will allow
explanation, Mr.
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So far as the question of bomb-
shell is concerned, I did say that the
revelations are a bomb-shell because
Mrs. Gandhi, who has been accusing
America and the CIA and accusing us
also of joining hands with America
before and during the Emergency,
herself joined hands with America
when the situation demanded.

SHRI K. LAKKAPPA: The Prime
Minister hag stated that there are
three Prime Ministers involved. (In-
terruptions)

MR. SPEAKER. Shri Vaghela,

ot eefag ot wren (wreser):
T seqy o, § qure wet ot wY
war ¥ g fF ot s sfeY W
oY ame forfy g€ oY, Iw * o A
g gma YT 3w & g AT o
Ofer & gwve dear w7 W &
‘areame’ Al ¥ sfafew gawe
s gRo greE WA ¥ o AT GRT
ozt y, IR fagemmr v &
war€ W §

me & @y ¥ o Ty g §
[ow & g vt wgr & fw v & o
¥ wrt awdis Fdgn, afvw fag 3w
¥ im ageft &, Fore Rwr ¥ sy oY o
ueETT wgeY &A@ ¥ W 99 ¥
et ) sty &we v ¥ Wik g
& ) T v@ ¥ fog @ure §
& e g qrefy § e wr amg,
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