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THE PRIME MINISTER, MINIS-
TER OF ATOMIC ENERGY, MINIS-
TER OF ELECTRONICS, MINISTER
OF INFORMATION AND BROAD-
CASTING AND MINISTER OF SPACE
(SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI): Mr.
Chairman, Sir, some of our friends
opposite have called the President's
Address a ritual. Now it is not a ri-
tual, it is a requirement of the legis-
lature; it is an assessment of the state
of the nation and it indicates the work
ahead, as the President has said, for
the executive, for Parliament and for
the country as a whole. If I may say
so, as regards the action of some of our
friends opposite who chose to boy-
cott the Address, whatever their mo-
tives, whatever the reasons that they
have given here, I think the country
and the genecral public have taken it
ag not merely a protest, but as not
honouring the Pres.dent. I am not
using strong words.

16.58 hrs.
[MR, SPEAKER in the Chair]

Although many Members have dec-
lared that this was not their intention,
yet this is the way in which the pub-
lic looks at it. Merely saying some-
thing else will not change the situa-
tion. Personally I think that it is a
dissservice to those who have elected
the Members, because this is a part of
parliamentary procedure, 2and if 1
may say SO....

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA:
What did her party members do in
the Madrag Assembly?

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI: That
does not mean that I approve of their
aetion there.
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SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: Wg are
here to reffect the miseries ot the
people who have sent us here.

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI: Shri
Jyotirmoy Bosu has had his say, not
once but a hundred times every single
day. So, let him leave thig time to
me, (Interruptions)

Have we not been elected for that
reason?

Have the people elected us for some
other reason?

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU; We do
not say that at all

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI: Then,
why say the other. I consider their
abstention an empty ritual. One non.
Member said that there was no juice
and colour in the Addrcss. 1f the hon.
Member's idea of juica snd colour is
what is provided here Ly the Oppo-
sition, I would say that he and they
are welcome to it.

The Address has qualities which are
far more solid and far more important,
that is, truth, earnes.ness and deter-
mintation. We have no need to in-
dulge in verbal hercics. This Gov-
ernment, this party and indeed, 1
would say, the people of India, ure
deeply immersed in a very heroic task,
not an easy task, but a task that
needs all the qualitieg and all the
itrength of which this nation is capa-

le.

17.00 hrs.

This time last year, wa were in the

after glow of a war, a war which.

fully vindicated our ideals, our policies
and our judgment. I said then that
thig crisis, the Bangla Desh-Pakistan
crisis, which had overflowed on to our
territory was an interruption in our
own national battle for economic and
social construction,

Hon. members will perhaps remem-
ber that at that time I had also said
that our victory would involve a price
in the form of grea' hardship in every
field of activity in the country. Each
measure we took then had ﬂmmcla.l_
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and economic implications and it was
obvious that the subseqent months
would witness the repercussions ef
what had happened then.

I mention this bit of recent history
not to find a scapegoat as one hon.
member said, but to put these prob-
lemg which are serious, grave prob-
lems, about which we are all deeply
concerned, problems of price rises, of
commodity shortages, of economuc
hardships in their proper perspective.
Hardships are there. We know they
would come. We had warned the
nation, we had warneqd Praliament,
What we had not known and what
constituted an added burden and
increased our difficulties was the fact
of drought. But I have no doubt that
the Government and the people of this
country will overcome these difficul-
ties, ag they overcome the vast chal-
lenge that was posed to us in 1871,

The Opposition has a vested interest
in Government's failure, But I hope
they will also realise that any failure
at this point meansg tremendous in-
creased hardship on the people, It
does not mean a hardship for Govern-
ment, but it does mean a hardship for
the people.

Many Opposition friends are fond of
saying that ‘you wil] not be there' or
‘this will happen to Government'. I
am equally keen on repeating ag many
times as is necessary that our interest
is not in being here, our interest is in
pursuing a particular policy and in
seeing that thac policy succeeds. If in
pursuing that policy we do not suc-
ceed, it still does not mean that we
give up policies which we consider to

-be right and which we feel have been

vindicated by every event that has

taken place.

Hon. members would do well to lock
back at their own gpeeches which they
have been making. Is there any timne
when they thought the nation would
make good? Is there any time when
they thought that anything was suc-
ceeding? Yet in gpite of those gloomy
predictions, we did make good. We
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did meet the biggest challenge that
perhaps any nation, developed, rich
affluent or poor, has faced and we did
emerge a stronger country with greater
self-confidence,

We are used to these speeches. They
have been made today, they will be
made tomorrow and they will be
made for all time to come. But Gov-
ernment is not going to be diverted
from its declared, accepted policy or
its programmes. Government has no
intention of failing. Government is
going to succred in what it has set
before itself. We may have shortfalls,
we may have setbacks, as every coun-
try, every governmant, every people
do have, had and will continue
to have. But we have no doubt it all
that we face the future with confi-
dance and that just as we have over-
come them, in gpite of the gloomy
forecasts mad> by hon. membzrs
opposite and many other p=ople in
this country and their friends abroad,
we are going tg come through this
wilh success.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: Success
with monopolists.

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI: At
l2ast I do not monopolise the time of
the House,

In 25 years, the country’s intrinsic
strength and maturity have increased
tremendously and have enabled us {0
faca the multitude of challenges. The
country must, and will, take the chal-
lenges of 1973 in its stride. The Op-
position leaders spok. of galloping
inflation, of galloping corrup.ion, if I
may say so, with galloping rhetoric in
the Hous= and outside they have been
encouraging disruptive activities of
every kind. (Interruptions).

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN
You have been doing it.

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI: No.
Please, Shri Mishra, if you will take
the trouble ‘o read my speeches, you
will find that even at the time of vic-
tory, I did not boast of it. (Interrup-
tions).

MISHRA:
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I would like to remind the hon.
Member that the elections were held
at the right time,

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA:
You betrayed the Opposition at the
time of Assembly elections. You were
consulting us.... (Interruptions).

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI: Shri
Mishra has his own way of judging
how our country proceeds. He might
perhaps study what happens with
regard to the elections in other coun-
tries, In fact, this is the first time
we had one election a year ahead.
The last elections of the State
Assemblies were after due time, just
a little later. We had decided that...

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA:
Were you not discussing with us for
postponoment? (Interruptions)

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI: We
were certainly discussing, but what
did we discuss? We discussed that
since there was a war we could not
have the election. But when the war
ended, there was no excuse whatso-
ever to put off the elections, and
therefore, the elections were held.

Now, in the Government, the road
is a far too steep and difficult one for
us to go galloping it, much as we
might like to gallop or cantor. I am
afraid the road is far too difficult; the
task is far too big a one, and the Gov-
ernment has to work hard

There is no time for any gallops on
this side or that.

The biggest concern, and the imme-
diate concern, before us is naturally
the question of organising relief. We
have, been and we are mobilising all
the resources in money and in mate-
rials to overcome this crisis. 48 lakhs
of people are engaged in relief works
in Rajasthan, in Gujarat, in Maha-
rashtra, Mysore, Andhra Pradesh and
Tripura. These relief works are be-
ing undertaken on a scale never be-
fore envisaged. The difficulties are
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indeed great, but this is the first time
that the Government has come for-
ward with such a vast programme of
help. About 90,000 different kinds of
relief work are under implementation

The greatest hardship is due to the
shortage of water-supply and certain
steps have been taken: massive prog-
rammes for loang and grants for the
digging of wells, for the production of
rigs and arrangements for the trans-
portation of water. There is hardship
with regard to cattle. Relief camps,
have been opened. Subsidy or loans

for the movement of fodder crops
have been arranged from forests. We
are trying to search out new  items

which can be used as fodder; for in-
stance, the tops of sugarcane. There
may also be other such items. Rs. 445
crores have been released.

There is also a special food plan for
1973-74 which includes an increase of
rabi production and inbuts for a
higher kharif output

I am sorry that sometimes a case
is tried to be made out that we are
partial to one State and not to an-
other. We are deeply concerned
with the hardships in all parts, wher-
ever they exist in different parts of
India, and it is our earnest endeavour
to see that all parts are helped
equally within the resources which
are available to us.

One hon. Member remarked that we
always have droughts. If I may sub-
mit, such a blanket statement is an
exaggeration and an over-simplifica-
tion of very grave issues involved,
The drought this year is not a normal
drought, It is a very unusual drought.
The very fact that even those coun-
tries which are not usually importers
of grains have imported enormous
auantities shows how many countries
have teen affected this year

In faet some agency of th» United
Nations has taken special cognisance
of the fact and is trying to mobilise
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world-wide resources ang funds in
order to help the countries which are
affected. They have approached us
also in this regard. It is as a
result of the progress we have made
on our agricultural front and our

poiicy of building up buffer stocks
that we were able to manage this
very difficult year with marginal

imports. T do not agree with the hon.
friends who feel that there is some-
thing shameful in imports. We should
like to be self-sufficient but if there
is a drought of such magnitude which
has affected many people, and if we
can help them by imports, we should
not consider it as something wrong.
Nevertheless we have been able to
manage with only marginal imports’
I share the ageny of the hon. Mem-
bers at the distress that is being caus-
ed in some parts of the country.

I am not one who wusually quotes
from newspapers nor do I think that
what the newspapers print is gospel
truth. But hon. Members are very
impressed when something comes out
in print and since this paper happened
to come to me only a few minutes
ago, I thought I would read out what
a foreign correspondent who  has
travelled in all the drought affected
areas Maharashtra, Gujarat, Rajas-
than and Mysore with the exception
of Tripura I believe—has said:

“I found the bulk of the Indian
farmlands were substantially better
prepared than before to withstand
the shortage of rain. The green
revolution has not failed. Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi was only a
little wrong when she 3aid proudly
last year that India has reached
self-sufficiency in food” (Interrup-
tions).

This is the Christian Science Moni-
tor. ...

SHRI PIL.OO MODY: The namse
of the correspondent? .... (Interrup-
tions)_

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI
Davis,
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(Godhra): I . abled to make all administrative and

would like to invite him to my area. i organisational arrangements neces-

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI: Our
production has gone up. Your shout-
ing there is not going to change that
fact. I do not think that Mr. Piloo
Mody could have produced rains
at the right time; if he could then 1
must say it was very remiss of him
not to do so just because the Govern-
ment is not his.

As 1 said, our economy has the
capacity to deal with such situations.
What has happened this year is that
production of coarse grain in the rain-
red areas has been mainly affected.
There is a steady increase in the
production of wheat from year to
year bechuse of our development acti-
vities. The drought-prone areas of
the country need to be dealt with on
a separate footing. From the point of
view of their overall development, as
the House knows, a special group is
currently finalising the strategy for
the development of such areas and 1
am sure that in the Fifth Plan it will
be possible for us to undertake the
programme in a big way.

The other matter of great concern
to us is that of the rise in the prices
of food. A situation of shortfall in
agricultural production has been ex-
ploited and a psychology of scarcity
has been created by painting every
effort that is made as failure even
from the beginning, leading to spe-
culation and retention of stocks at
various levels. The House knows of
our scheme to take over the whole-
sale trade in wheat from the coming
season. This is designed to eliminate
some of the factors from our food eco-
nomy which encourage hoarding and
speculation. '

1 know that this is a major struc-
tural reform, which will evoke op-
position from interested groups and
that every attempt will be made to
scuttle it. But Government is deter-
mined to face the situation squarely.
The State Governments will be en-

‘What is the success?

sary for the success of the working of
this scheme.

The other great problem is that of

unemployment. But again, in spite
of what some hon. members have
chosen to say on the floor of the

House, these programmes have not
crashed. On the contrary, although
they took some time in taking off,
they are now in full swing in the
States and a large number of people
have been provided with employment
on worth-while schemes, I do not
say that we have solved the entire
problem nor had we said that we
would be able to do so. All that we
had said was that it was a beginning
and a help in the midst of a specially
difficult situation and that is what has
happened. The major effort made in
this direction in the last two vyears
and the achievements gained sn far
cannot be simply brushed aside. It
is Government's determination to go
ahead and expand these programmes
in the coming year, as annocunced
in the President's Address.

Some people, of course, have made
up their minds that nothing can suc-
ceed and the minute a programme is
announced they start announcing
what a big failure it is, even before
it has begun to function and they
start deriding the programme,

AN HON. MEMBER: It is based om
past experience,

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI: I
am afraid the experience is rather
limited, with all due respect to the
hon. Member. Let me say modestly
that the programmes launched by
Government have succeeded to some
extent. (Interruptions).

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA:
(Interruptions).

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI: Had
we not succeeded, we could not have
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faced the challenge. You cannot get
away from that, no matter how much
you try. This time two years ago hon.
members were all saying that we
could not face the Bangla Desh situa-
tion. Well, now it is proved that we
did face it. I say here and now that
two years hence we will show that
everything you have said today was
wrong.

In the field of power, a group of
Ministers have looked into the whole
question during the last few months,
and as a result of various studies that
have been made, a concrete prog-
ramme of obtaining additional power
of nearly 500 MW by May, 1973 from
the existing thermal generating plants
has been drawn up. Production
programmes for all the generation
plants will be drawn up within the
next three months and implemented
in a coordinated and time-bound
manner. Selected power projects will
be accelerated to obtain an additional
capacity of about 1300 MW by the end
of 1873 and another 1750 MW by the
end of 1974. The transmission nro-
jects necessary for this will also ue
accelerated. I am sorrv for the diffi-
culties which the Tamil Nadu Gov-
ernment is facing, but let me say that
they are not more than those being
faced by U.P. or Punjab or Haryana
and perhaps some other States as well,
just to quote a few instances. Effective
measures will be taken for the link-
age of power plants with coal mines
and rail transport and control room

operations for this purpose, These
measures have already begun.
Similarly time-bound action pro-

grammes have been drawn up for
fertilisers etc. Our public enterprises
have had their share of teething
trouble and opposition members
should be happy, because it gave
them many talking points all these
years. But now these enterprises are
about to make good.

One hon. Member has spoken of
uncertainty in the industrial climate.
I think the answer to that is that
there are some people who always
feel uncertain. I do not know what
-
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we can do to make them feel less
uncertain. Our industrial policy is
quite clear... (interruptions) I am
very sorry, Shri Banerjee, we cannot
oblige you. Because there was talk
of uncertainty, we decided to re-state
our policy very clearly a short time
ago. Governmental decisions are
taken in the light of the Industrial
Policy Resolution of 19568, which
clearly lays down the fields reserved
for the public sector and fields which
are reserved for the private sector
and others in which both sectors
could play their respective role. The
priority given to them has been
revised from time to time, according
to the needs of the plan &nd our
development. When the management
of a mill or mine is mismanaged or
is allowed to deteriorate without
modernisation or re-investment, and
it is taken over by the government in
order to ensure continuity of produc-
tion and employment and in order to
modernise it, the bogey is raised that
“government is going to nationalise
everything” and “there is a climate
of uncertainty”. This uncertainty, if
any, apart from being in the minds
of the hon. Members opposite, is
largely the making of some elements
in the private sector.

So far as we are concerned, our
socialism is not coterminous with
nationalisation. I have said it many
times. Where nationalisation is
necessary for the better running of
anything or for the public good, we
shall not hesitate to do it. But we
do not believe that there should be
nationalisation merely for the sake of
taking over concerns or factories.

One hon. Member asked me for my
definition of socialism. I  have
spoken on this subject quite a lot in
various forums and I believe my
views have been made perfectly clear.
My socialism does not envisage
government doing everything. We
neither expect this nor do we desire
this. What we want to create is a
climate of equality of opportunity in
which vast milljons can help them-
selves,



303 Motion of FEBRUARY

[Shrimati Indira Gandhi]

1 am not a Marxist. But I mu.t
sgy that the word does not frighten
me either. Some of the insights given
by Marx have been acknowledged
even by apologists of the capitalist
system. Men like Marx or Gandhi
or other great men are too big to be
imprisoned by isms, of Marxism or
Gandhism. Their ideas are top solid
to be affected by this sort of criticism.

There are many forces in the world
which do not want India to succeed.
They are disturbed at the mood of
self-assertion and the splendid per-
formance of our people in facing the
challenge. India can only follow an
independent foreign policy, and our
successive actions have proved this.
Since December 1971, a new theory
is being evolved, that of being a
dominant power. I have never
regarded this as a compliment. In
fact, when I first read the phrase, I
told a newspaper correspondent, who
was interviewing me, that in my view
this was a crude attempt to sow
suspicion against us amongst our
neighbours. I have made the same
remark during my visit to Nepal and
on various other occasions. So this
is not in reply to the speech reported
in today's mnewspapers. We in the
Government of India do not believe
in power politics. We do not desire
the status or the perquisites of what
is known as conventional power.
Events in Asia have proved that this
kind of thinking by anybody that
he is dominant or that a big power
has some kind of divine right to a
sphere of influence, just does not
apply in the contemporary world.

We of course, have never believed
in this. Now it has been proved to
the entire world. If India has any
strength, its strength is first to be
used for the solution of our own
national problems and then for the
support of the independence and
individuality of other countries, spe-
cially, developing countries.

This is the philosophy which was
the basis of our position in Simla.

27, 1973 Thanks on President’s
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We are sorry that some countries still
chouse to indulge in anti-India
tirades. Any indulgence in dramatics
by certain elements will not encour-
age friendship or understanding.

304

I heard one hon. Member saying
here that it was a matter of shame
and sorrow that we kept on talking
about friendship with certain coun-
tries when those countries did not
wish to be friends. Now, it is not a
question of who wishes to be friends:
it is a question of what we consider
to be in our national interest. Other
countries cannot be interested in our
national interest. They will be
interested in what they consider to
be their national interest. But we
have to pursue whatever steps, what-
ever policies, serve our interests and
which we think are going to ultimate-
ly strengthen this nation. The Gov-
ernment of India is not ashameg to
pursue friendship. Saying that we
want friendship with a particular
nation is not going to weaken us.
We have always stood for friendship
with all nations. This does not mean
that we beg for friendship. Not at
all. We state our point of view when
we are asked for it. If we are asked,
“Do you want to be friends?”, either
we have to say yes or no. We cannot
say anything in the middle. There-
fore, we do believe in friendship with
all nations. But we believe in friend-
ship with honour, friendship with
equality and friendship which is to
our mutual interest and beneflt. It
is that sort of friendship for which
we are working.

There is some concern in the press
and elsewhere about the prisoners of
war. I heard that one hon. Member
was also very unhappy over this mat-
ter. The question of prisoners of war
is not insoluble. Neither Bangladesh
nor India has put any obstacles in the
way of its solution. But to expect
India to free the prisoners of war
without the concurrence of Bangla-
desh is wholly illogical and unrealis-
tic. Also, how can we take seriously
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the plea of those who raise the huma-
mitarian side of the question when
they are so strangely and suspiciously
silent over the fate of over 4 lakh
Bengali civilians and military per-
sonnel who have been dismissed from
their jobs and herded into camps?
All the so-called world opinion which
is agitating today about the prisoners
of war has no thought of these poor
people. So far as we' are concerned,
we are not interested in keeping
them. It is a burden to us and it does
not help our policy in any way. But
certain international realities have to
be understood and faced. You can-
not ignore the existence of Bangla-
desh or the interest which Bangla-
desh has in this guestion.

SHR] SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA:
Why don’t all the three heads meet?

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI: 1
am only one head of Government,
Misraji. We are not stopping any
meeting; we are not interfering in
this matter. Bangladesh is an inde-
pendent sovereign nation and must
be treated as such.

Now, a rather very important pro-
blem is that of law and order and
of violence. It has been stated in this
House that violence has grown and
that the law and order situation has
deteriorated because we have roused
the expectations of the people. I hope
the hon. Members will consider this
statement in some depth. What is
the alternative? Either you tell peo-
ple about their right or you tell them

that they should remain suppressed.’

There is no middle way. If you want
to change society, then the changes
must bring certain benefits to those
who have not so far had them. The
only other way is to keep the status
quo, which means that those who
have so far been neglected remain
neglected.

One of the weaknesses of our coun-
try was the apathy of the so-called
weaker sections..
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SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI: The
performance is going ahead. If some
people do not want to see anything. .

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: Specta-
cular performance! )

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI: No.
It was spectacular until 1962. After
that there were many many difficul-
ties. As [ said earlier, there is no
galloping, it is a slow forward move-
ment. Nevertheless it is a forward
mcevement, It is not a static situa-
uon.. . (Interruptions) But what is
strange are the methods employed by
the opposition. I do not know whe-
ther this is supposed to improve per-
formance or to improve the law and
order situation—these methods seem
to be intended to create as much
agitation and disturb as many things
as possible. So far, I have not been
able to see any constructive method
nor, with all respect to the hon,
Members o, posite, have I heard a
word from the Opposition parties
condemning such violence or the
sabotage which has taken place....
(Interruptions)

SHRI S. A. SHAMIM: CRP atroci-
ties.

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI: The
CRP is normally asked for by the
State Government when they feel that
the situation cannot be met by ordi-
nary means. There is no doubt that
in many pla~es the loss of property
and life woulld have been far greater
had it not been for the C.R.P.

I see that friends from Andhra and
Telangana are present in force. I do
not know what they are expecting
me to say. Obviously, I cannot say
very much. This problem has a
long history. We did not create the
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problem. We are not writing on a
clean slate. Whatever the situation
to-day, it is the result of a number
of things that happened over the
years, involving many issues. The
present trouble has not arisen out of
anything which we have initiated.

I am deeply concerned about what
has happened in Andhra Pradesh. I
have heart-felt sympathy for those
who have suffered, for the loss of
lives and other hardship. I have
respect for the emotions of the peo-
ple and, especially, of my sisters of
all parts of Andhra Pradesh, I can
understand their agony. The manner
in which the situation has developed,
the manner in which, if I may say
so—I hope my friends would not
mind—when misunderstandings arose,
there was hardly any effort to explain
the correct situation, and the mis-
understandings were allowed to grow.
And developments tock quite a dif-
ferent turn.

1 have deliberately not spoken on
this issue because I felt that it was
not fair to pronounce judgements in
such a highly emotional and sur-
charged atmosphere. We all know
that whatever the motives, whatever

the emotions—I am not passing
judgment on them here—I am
not saying Whether they are

right or wrong, but we know that
the movement has resulted in a great
deal of violence. It has resulted in
acts of sabotage. The people who
have interfered with the railways
and other installations, are not ordi-
nary people. They are people who
obviously knew just what to do, in
order to disrupt communications, the
railway line or whatever it was. We
know also that there was a certain
amount of coercion. Several people
have written to me telling how they
were forced to put their names on to
a statement or to say something ete.
All these things have happened..

SHRI PILOO MODY: Thst must be
your own M.Ps.
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SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI:
They were not M.Ps. and they were
not legislators. They happen to be a
very large number of people in
Andhra Pradesh and even though Mr.
Piloo Mody has been there, I probably
know a larger number than he does.

The students and the NGOs who
have taken a prominent part in the
struggle have been the ones to have
suffered most. The students in their
studies and the time they have lost,
and the N.G.Os. and their families in
many other ways. And, of course,
the ordinary, common people have
also suffered great hardships. I am
deeply sorry for all this, but we are
told that one of the reasons for this
agitation is economic backwardness
and economic disparity or that some
people have been made to feel second-
class citizens. All kinds of things have
been sajd and there may be some
justification for them. But, back-
wardness can only be fought by pool-
ing our resources in unison, not in
isolation. And, the destruction of
public property cannot but make the
country poorer. Most of the property
destroyed.—apart from a couple of
houses and so on,—are utility services
used by the ordinary, average citizen.

Not only has there been suffering
during the struggle. but hardship due
to interruption of communications
and other things is going to continue
for a long time; since it is not possi-
ble to repair them, I don't know whe-
ther it is fair to ask that other pro-
jects be given up in order to give
priority to this work.

All T want to say is that decisions
cannot be taken on the streets, or
under any tvpe nf pressure. There
must be calm and rational thinking.
There must be discission on all aspects
of the problem. We know that no
solution, however egood a solution it
is, can ever he the last solution or
the perfect solution. Any solution to
this problem or to other vproblems
raises a number of new question=s and
problems. I should like to know
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what the answers to these problems
are. Some problems we already
know. Others will arise. What will
be the answer to them? I have met
and am meeting a large number of
people, M.Ps. and others who are
coming. I have met those who stand
for integration for one State,. I have
met those who are today speaking of
separation, and I have also met those
who are trying to bridge the gap bet-
ween the two. I have told them, as
I have stated publiely, that all aspects
and all opinions will be given due?-
consideration. (Interruptions) As I
said, all opinions that are expressed,
all aspects of the problem which have
been brought before me, will be given
due consideration, but the decision
must be taken in a calm and un-
excited atmosphere.

SHRI S. B. GIRI: We are waiting
for your announcement. We are
peacefully agitating for it. There
was no violence in Telengana. It is
better to announce it immediately.
There is agony among the people.

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI:
These decisions cannot be made that
way. Maybe, the Telengana people,
having had their agitation, have
remained peaceful afterwards. But °
now the other people are having an
agitation. One cannot say that there
is peace.

SHRI PILOO MODY: I would like
to know, is there no democratic pro-
cess by which this decision can be
taken? Does it have to be left to you
and to you alone?

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI: It
has certainly to be left to the Gov-
ernment,—not to me alone, but to the
Government. In a democratic sys-
tem, the decisions are taken by Gov-
ernment and not just by the Opposi-
tion or by people collecting on the
roads.

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA:
How long is the gestation period go-
ing to be?
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SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI:
Only when people are calm and they
can talk about it rationally and in an
unexcited manner can the discussions
go on properly; and anyhow, at this
moment we are in the midst of the
discussions.

SHRI PILOO MODY: I am not ex-
cited. But she is excited. Why do
we not talk about it?

SHRI S. B. GIRI: How long would
this go on?

MR. SPEAKER: Let not Shri S. B.
Giri do this every time., He may
resume his seat now,

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI: My
request and appeal io students would
be to resume their studies and to all
Government servants, especially the
NGOs who have suffered so greatly
and are undergoing hardships to
resume their duties. (Interruptions).

As you have seen in the newspapers,
whenever and wherever peace is re-
stored and there is‘ no longer danger
in a particular area, the CRP and the
Army units are being withdrawn.

Therefore, let us all think calmly
on these questions and on all the
likely repercussions of whatever
decision is taken.

Some hon. Members felt that we
had not said enough about education
or about students.

SHRI G. VISWANATHAN: So,
Andhra is over?

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI:
Obviously, this is a question with
which we are all deeply concerned,
and Government is trying to deal
with it. It is not an easy problem
because it is touched by all that hap-
pens in the country.

The other day, someoody came to
see me, I cannot remember who; he
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said that a person was scolding some
students and others for making a
noise and the manner in which they
were behaving. One student turned
and said ‘Sir, are we worse than Par-
liament?’, and no answer could be
Eiven,

SHRI PILOO MODY: Thercfore, sh:
must give tickes to better people
next time.

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI:
his point is that we are . .

So,

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MIsSHRA:
It is g very unkind remark, so far as
Parliament is concerned. If the Prime
Minister is speaking this with appio-
ba‘ion, then it is the unkindest cut of
all, and the Prim= Minister should not
feel proud of it . . .

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI: This
was a thought which arose in a per-
son’s mind. (Interruptions). I am not
feeling proud at all. Nobody will and
nobody could possibly feel proud. But
this is the view of some one who has
no hing to do with our party or
politics. This was g spontansous re-
mark by a young person...

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA:
Why does she bring in a juvenile re-
mark?

SHRIMAT] INDIRA GANDHI: I do

not think that it is a juvenile
remark. ...
SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA:

She is a grown-up person and she
should not have brought in this juve-
nile remark.

SHRI PILOO MODY: Obviously she
said this to blame us in the Oppusi-
tion. That was th-gonly purpose for
W:hlch she was r-el:a%ing this remark
by that person. But she is exempting
her own party from this . . .

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI. No
matter what the purpose is .. .(In-
terruptions). I am not exemptling any-
body. But anybody who gits in the
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visitors’ galleries or seces the record
wil] know who makes riore noise.
(Iuterruptions). The Opposition is
welcome to attack the Governinent;
and if they think that making bascless
parsonal allegations is going to streng-
then ithem, let them make them. I do
not wish to comment gn what happens
in the House, because you, Sir, are
witness to it all the time....{Inter-
ruptions). On the rare occasion when
one of our Members tries to rise to
say something, then the entire Oppo-
sition gets up to shout him down. If
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this is the opposition's version of
domocracy—weil, it is not my ver-
sion—nor do I think that this can

wotk,

SHRI S. A, SHAMIM: She has never
been in the Opposition, and, there-
fore, she does not know what bLeing
in the Opposi ion means.

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI: We
are not in Parliament to play political
games; we are here to build the
nation, I think the majority >f our
people have cccepted tha path which
we have ou lined. It is true that we
have mad= mistakes, but we try to
correet them. We have shortfall® in
our programm?2s. But as I said earlier,
we are never‘heless going ahead, in
spite of the most tremendous difficul-
ti=s which any people havz ever [aced
in the long history of the world or
especially this continent.

Parliament should reflect the peo-
ple's will asd by the quality of dis-
cussion, I think they sghould educate
our people . .,

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA:
We do not require these homilies
from thz Prime Minister (Interrup-
tions).

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI: The
Prime Minister wil] say what she feels
like saying. The Prime Minister al-
ways listens to your homilies (Inter-
ruptions). No, if homilies are not
allowed, let nobody give homilies.
The right is not going to be rcserved
for Shri S. N. Mishra.
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$3HRI PILOO MODY: Let us
quirrel between homilies.

not

3SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI.
When we see that smaller loyalties
are being pursued, it is certainly the
duty of all of us here to put the larger
picture. Therefore, it is a matter of
sonie pain and sorrow when we sce
what often happens here. 1 am not
laying blame on one or the other
because each person should reaily
see . .,

SHRI S, A. SHAMIM: What hap-
pens? (Interruptions).

SHRIMATI INDIRA  GANDHI:
Well, they can see what happens.
(Interruptions). What image of Par-
lianment is being projected outside?
(Interruptions). What image of the
country is being projected? (Interrup-
tions). Does this help tha poor of the
country or does it help those wha do
not have the interest of India at heart?
(Interruptionas),

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: We arc
not here to be carried away by ycur
gimmicks; we are hera to reflect the
feelings of the people,

SHRIMAT] INDIRA GANDHI: QOne
hon. member has spoken of scapegosts,
I seek no scapegoat, 1 have never
been one to shirk my responsibility.
It ig the Opposition which is seeking
scapegoats for itg inability to formu-
late any polizy which they can put
before tha country or for them to find
popular support.

One hon. member spoke about a
sort of what he called the motley
crowd in our party. We do have peo-
ple of different opinions in our party.
We have a range of opinions, but
that entire range is contained within
the main policy which we want to
pursue and to which we are commit-
ted. But look at the Hon'ble Mem-
bers opposite. What i there in com-
mon between the policies of the
Swatantra and the CPI(M), for in-
stance?
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SHRI PILOO MODY: Nothing at all

whatsoever. (Interruptions).

SHRIMAT] INDIRA GANDHI: sut
they are always together. They func-
tion together. After consulting out-
side, they come in and have a united
forum here,

SHRI PILOO MODY: What do we
consult on? On matters of corrup-
tion, maladministration, bad Govern-
ment ...... (Interruptions).

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI: It
does not matter what (Interruptions).

SHRI PILOO MODY: . .. cheating,
thuggery, we want tg consult on these

to attack the Government.

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI: shri
Piloo Mody, if you wanted to speek,
you could have spokep before. I do
not know whether you did or not, But
anyway | am speaking now and |
would like to say ....(Interruptions)

SHRI PILOO MODY: You should
have known that I did not. 1 only
comment on what is worth comment-
ing. :

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: We e
not a bagula party; we are not oppor-
tunistg,

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI: in
all seriousness, I should like to say
that what the Opposition is doing in
India is weakening the will of our
people (Interruptions.) It is belittling
the achievements of our people (Inter-

- ruptions). Why are they so touchy

Sir? They abuse us in the worst pos-
sible language and we are suppos2d
to listen to them and we do, but they
are not prepared to listen to even a
small remark.

The world situation is changing.
The situation in Asia is also a fluid
one. If I _may repeat what I gaid in
my party meeting, this is a time when
long-established patterns in many
parts of the world are changing, are
shifting. It is a time when the entire
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Indian nation must be extremely vigi-
lant and on its toes, so as to be aware
of any nuances that take place.
(Interruptions).—including the Oppo-
sition—that is what I am just trying
to say.

In these situationg which are form-
ing and un-forming, we must be on
the look-out for the dangers that can
arise for India. We must all keep
before us a picture of a country which
is socially better, economically atron-
ger and intellectually and morally

AN HON. MEMBER: C(Convenient
Opposition.

‘SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI: 1 do
not want g convenient Opposition at
all. Not at all,

AN HON. MEMBER: A silent Oppo-
gition.

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI. Nci-
ther a silent Opposition. (Interrup-
tions). But I don't think that it is
necessary to shout together all the
while to make a point, A point can
be made more firmly and effectively
by speaking normally rather than by
people getting up together and every-
body shouting and shouting down the
other people.

Therefore, Sir, I appeal to my party,
to the Opposition parties, to rise to
the great challenge of the moment, to
justify the faith which the people
have reposed in Parliament. We are,
as I said, at the juncture where faith
and hard work can and will see us
over this difficult hump. Let us not
fail the nation.

So, Sir, I request all hon, Members
not to pressg their amendments and to
support the motion on the President's
Address.

SEVERAL HON MEMBERS rose—

MR. SPEAKER: Order pleace, Now,
Shri Vajpayee's amendments are, 1 to
20, 47 tg 57 and 233. Which one does
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he want of press? (Interruptions).
Kindly keep sitting. Now, Mr. Vaj-
payee is absent. Then, I shall put his
amendments together.

Amendments Nos. 1 to 20, 47 to 57 and
233 were put and megatived.

MR. SPEAKER: Then, Mr.Madhu-
kar, should I put your amendments all
together?

SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS rose—

MR. SPEAKER: Please sit down. I
will call you. There are hundreds ot
amendments. (Interruptions). I have
not been abls to listen.

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE: Sir, there
is my amendment No. 21. I want to
press it to a division,

SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS rose—

MR. SPEAKER: Please sit down. 1
will call all of you.

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA: After you
disposed of Mr. Vajpayee’'s amend-
ments, there is amendment No. 21
moved by Shri Banerjee. He wants to
press it.

MR. SPEAKER: I have already not-
ed it. I shall put amendment No, 21
of Shri Banerjee.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU:; If you
take them on issues basis, it would
be better and we have our amend-
ments, Nos, 461, 462 and 463 on the
same issue,

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA:
On the same issue we_have our amend-
ments too.

MR. SPEAKER: There are 80 many
Members who have their amendments
on the game issue. There ig g change
of a word here, or a comma there, a
change in the sense.

SHR] JYOTIRMOY BOSU: 1 am

prepared to club nine with his,



