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Aeronautics, The court however
ruled that it was not competent to go

into the charges and neither did it
have the required expertise.”
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STATEMENT RE. LAUNCHING OF
SLV-3

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Hon, Prime
Minister wants to make a statement,

THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI-
MATI INDIRA GANDHI): Sir, I
want to share some good news with
you and the hon. Members..

I have pleasure jn informing the
House that the first successfu] launch
of the Indian Satellite Launch Vehicle
SLV-3 took place this morning at
8.03.45 hours from Sriharikety Range.
The Launch Vehicle placed a 35 kg.
India Satellite Rohinj RS-I in orbit
around the earth. The Satellite will *
orbit the earth approximately once
every 90 minutes. SHAR wil]l see -
two orbits for the first time “tonight.
Thereafter every twelve hours two
more such orbits will be seen over
SHAR in regular periodicity.

The four-stage all solid-propellant
vehicle has been developed in India
by Indian scientists and Engineers.
The tota] development cost of the
SLV-3 Vehicle is about Rs, 20 crores
and the present experimenta] launch
has cost about Rs 1 crore. The
Rohini satellite in orbit is intended
mainly to measure the performance
parameterg of the Vehicle and is be-
ing tracked by our National Track-
ing network. Initial indicationg are
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that the Vehicle and Satellite func-
tion satisfactorily.

The collection of tracking data and
the analysis are continuing..

This is a notable achievement for

India and for Indian Science. T
am sure the House will join
me in congratulating our scien-
tists and technicians of the De-
partment of Space. The nation is
proud of them and wishes them fur-
ther successes., (Interruptions)
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