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"(Sbri N.V.N. Somu]

tive powers of the President, who
is the Commander-in-Chief”’.

(Interruptions)*

MR. SPEAKER : It does not go on
record any longer.

(Interruptions)*

MR. SPEAKER : Take your seat, Mr.
Somu. The Hon. Prime Minister.

(Interruptions)*

MR. SPEAKER : Mr. Somu, take your
seat, That is all. Not to go on record. You
don’t have my permission to speak.

THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI RAJIV
GANDHI) : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I must first
thank the Members of the Opposition for
bringing about this debate, It has served
a very useful purpose. From yesterday
afternoon to today, we have secen the total
bankruptcy of thinking on the part of the
opposition. (Interruptions). Even now they
are manifesting the same thing. (Inrerrup-
tions). Bankruptcy of thinking, bankruptcy
of ideas and perhaps most important of all,
the total bankruptcy of vision. They have
had nothing to say except somc petty
personal attacks and if that is all that they
have, I am thankful to them !

The hon. Member who opened the
debate said—his first complaint against
the Goverament and me was that I have
not been helping and assisting the Opposi-
tion, I must apologlise to you, Sir, be-
cause it is obvious that''they do need our
help and assistance ; otherwise, they are
always reduced to such a level.

Some Members have asked for a mid-
term poll and we should go for election.
Let me say very categorically that this
Government was elected for five years. We
do not get shaken or uncomfortable by
street marches and conclaves and contrived

campaigns or cabals. No.

*Not recorded.
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And if it is a question of holding
rallies, we can also hold bjgger rallies any
time we want, at the drop of the hat,
(Interruptions).

In fact, [ would like to point out to
some of our Members that the rally that
Lok Dal held just a little while back was
much bigger than the rally that the CPI and
the CPM have held.

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA : Where ?
SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : In Delhi.

SHRI NIDRAJIT GUPTA : Do you
mean the Nani rally...(Interruptions). There
was a Nani rally.

(Interruptions)

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : Lok Dal, I
said ; not Congress. So, you should sort
out your problems first.

Sir, since the last elections, there have
been 19 by-elections to the Lok Sabha.
Out of the 19 by-elections, we have won
13. I can list them out—the State and the
constituency, if you want. The Janata Party
won 2 ; the CPM has won 1 ; the SSP has
won 1 ; the Lok Dal won 2. But then, I
think, one has left them. (/nterruptions).

So, the point that has been rajsed that
this Government has lost the confidence of
the people is totally wrong. We are sup-
ported by the people in the same ratio and
proportion, as this House here represents,
And that is why I take very strong excep-
tion to the statements made by Shri Som-
nath Chatterjee in this House when he has
insulted the entire population of this coun-
try and the House should demand an apo-
logy from him. Shri Somnath Chatterjee
has said that almost 80 per cent of this
House has been elected by blackmarketeers
and FERA violators.

(Interruptions)

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERIJEE :
When and where I said this ? I never said
this.

(Interruptions)

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : Did you not
say that the constituency of the Congress is
of blackmarketoors and FERA. violitofs ?
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SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERIJEE: 1
said in what your Law Minister has said
about Judiciary, you substitute the Govern-
ment for the Judiciary.

(Interrupiions)

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : No, Sit, that
is a different point. It is a shame that the
hon. Member insults the peopie of India in
this manner,

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERIJEE : Let
him read out.

(Interruptions)

SHRI S. JAIPAL REDDY : Let him
read it out. He has not been in the House.

(Interruptions)

SHR1 RAJIV GANDHI: let him
answer if he wants to answer.

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERIJEE :
What I have said, he is deliberately mis-
quoting. Where is this sentence in my
speech ?

(Interruptions)

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : Let him make
a personal explanation later, if he wants...
(Interruptions) 1 stand by what [ said. Let
the hon. Member make a personal clarifica-
tion.

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERIJEE : Let
him produce that sentence from my speech,

(Interruptions)

SHRI S. JATPAL REDDY : What you
have said is wrong. Will you apologise to
the House ?

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE : 1
have said that different elections * have
shown that this House does not any longer
represent the views of the people outside.
That is what I have said.
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(Interruptions)

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : In opening
the Motion 1n proposing the Motion, Shri
Madhav Reddi-ji was apologetic in the way
ke presented his arguments. I thank him
for the very high expectations that he had
of our Government—in 1985, 1986 and
even perhaps in mid-87. it is not my res-
ponsibility, like I said, to help and asisst
the Opposition. Surely, they are old enough
to stand on their own feet after 40 years of
Independence. (Interruptions). It was almost
as if Shri Madhav Reddiji was begging for
help from our side to help the Opposition.

(Interruptions) In that pleading appeal of his, the
only two Prime Ministers he forget to ment-
ion were those that were non-Congress. So,
obviously, the impression that is left on the
country is of the Congress Prime Ministers
anad not of the others. They accused us of
having politics of confrontation. Who
started the Conclaves ? Who tried to undo
the people’s mandate ?

(Interruptions)

SHRI C. MADHAYV REDDI (Adilabad):
Is holding the Conclave a confrontation ?

[ Translation]

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : Pleasa sit

down. You will get an opportunity to
speak after this.

(English]

Who refused cooperation with the

Government on matters of natiopal impor-
tance ? Who refused to come to the meet-
ings that I called for the opposition 7 Do
you want me to name the dates ? Is this
politics of conciliation or confrontation ?
February 1986 you boycotted my meecting
on consultations when [ called because you
said they were rituals.

SHRI BASUDEB ACHARIA : Definite-
ly.

_ SHRI S. JAIPAL REDDY : They were
rituals,
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SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : The fact is
that these meetings ..(Interruptions)...1
don't want to argue across the Floor, Sir.
The fact 1s that thesc meetings were remov-
ing the tensions between the Government
and the Opposition and the Opposition
did not like that Because then they found
it difficult to argue on the Floor of the
House. And they have said so to my
Minister for Parliamentary Affairs.

I called a meeting in November 1986
for general discussions ; again you did not
come. I called a meeting for Bofors in
August 1987 ; again you did not come. So,
who is thc onc who is having confronta-
tion and who is the one who 1s trying to
have consultation? The fact is that on
every occasion that we have tried toinvolve
the Opposition in the decision making pro-
cess, they have run away from that. They
have refused to come and be involved.
And when they have come, they have
always wound up the meeting in indecision
by not being precise and dscisive in their
arguments.

And I can quotc it on specific meetings
that we have had on specific subjects—I
can quote it on meetings where a number of
subjects have been covered. The fact is
that we have tried to involve the Opposi-
tion, they have not wanted to get involved,
because they have been indecisive and they
don’t want to face the truth. That is the
fact of the matter, Sir.

The Hon. Member who spoke just
before me mentioned something about Fair-
fax. And I did notice that he was reading
from a typed speech. Perhaps his speech
was typed

SHRI N.V.N. SOMU : It is & hand-
written speech, you see this,

SHRI RAJIV GANDIII : I am sorry, it
isa hand-written speech. (Interruptions).
I stand corrected. It is a hand-written
speech. But I beg to submit that hand-
written speech was obviously written before
the Thakkar-Natarajan Commission gave
their Report. Because if he has read the
Report he will see that the Government
stands totally vindicated in that Report and
it is the Opposition . (Interruptions)...
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SHRI S. JAIPAL REDDY : You did
not take any stand at all.

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : And it is the
Opposition and their friends who stand
totally indicted by that Report. Every-
thing that the Opposition said in this House
during the last session...

SHRI BASUDEB ACHARIA :
stand is to cover up.

Your

SHRI RAIJIV GANDHI : There is no
cover-up m that Report. It is patently
clear that the Opposition was totally involv-
ed in this attempt to misguide the nation.
The report has said that people, who were
employees or earlier employees of the CIA,
were involved in investigating things for
the Government. Who fought for it ? Each
one of you. Everyone of you was sup-

porting this six months ago. What happen-
ed now ?

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA : What did
Mr. Brahma Dutt say here ?

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : Everything

has been looked at by the Thakkar-Nata-
rajan Commission,

SHRI S. JAIPAL REDDY : We wanted
a House Committee...(Znterruptions)...

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : No, Sir.
During that decbate, there was a demand

for a judicial inquiry and we accepted that
demand

SHRI BASUDEB ACHARIA : No.

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : Your personal
demand may not have been. We gave the
Bofors to the House Committee. What
happened to you there ? The fact is that
you are not interested in getting to the

truth. You are interesied only in making
noise,

The point is that now the whole nation
knows your motives, the whole nation
knows the dangers that have been opened
up by this investigation, and the whole
nation knows who the enemies of the nation
are and who is collaborating with them., It

will not help to hide behind procedural and
other arguments.
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i It will not-help to run down the .judi-
ciary.

SHRI BASUDEB ACHARIA : You go
to the people.

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : We don’t need
to go to the people when the people are
with us. The people are not with you. So,
you go to the people. And the shameful
double standards that you have displayed
are embarrassing to the whole nation...
(Interruptions)...

Sir, sadly the debate shows that even
on ideological point there has been little
difference amongst the Opposition. Tradi-
tionally, it has been the established right of
the Right parties, sitting across the floor,
to have a vacuum of thought and ideology
dnd vision. But today I am seeing that
they are joined by our friends from the Left
in that...

S$HRI SAIFUDDIN CHOWDHARY
(Katwa) : You are worried.

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : Of course, I
am worried because ] want a good Oppo-
sition and I am not getting a good Opposi-
tion. That’s what is worrying me...
(Interruptions)...]1 want an Opposition
which can stand across the floor and argue
about policies, which can argue about the
future of the nation. An Opposition which
is tied up in personal problems cannot help
the nation And I would still request you—
I have said so publicly ; | have said so in
public meeting ; I have said so in Press
conferences—that 1 would welcome a strong
Opposition. I would welcome an Opposi-
tion that stands on principles and values ;
not an Opposition that has debated like
we have debated yesterday and today.

While the whole world is watching the
changes that are taking place in the Soviet
Union and China, they are watching the
ferment of new ideas, our Left still wallows
in the comfort of old cliches. (Interrup-
tions)...With due respect, just for the bene-
fit of our friends from the Left, I would
like to read a small quotation from some-
body, they might appreciate. Maybe they
can guess the name, The gquotation is :
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“New tasks have to be tackled
with no ready-made answers, nor
are there such answers today.
Social Scientists have not yet
offered us anything cohesive. The
political economy of socialism is
stuck with outdated concepts, and
is in no way, in tune with the
dialectics of life.”’

Perhaps this will their

(Interruptions).

open eyes.

I will request my minister to give him
an entry into the Navodaya Vidyalaya.
Perhaps he will learn there.

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICA-
TIONS (SHRI ARJUN SINGH) : Sir, you
have mentioned the Right and the Left but
you have not mentioned those who are
neither Right nor Left.

(Interruptions)

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : The fact is
that everywhere a change is taking place.
Much has been said about the multina-
tionals here. Let’s clarify the picture.' One
rambling speech went on and on about the
muitinationals but what is happening in
the Soviet Union and China with multi-
nationals 7 Are they not socialist countries?
Are they devoid of socialism in those coun-
tries ?...(Interruptions)...Closer to home?
What is happening with multinationals in
West Bengal ? Obviously, our friends in
this House are totally out of touch with
what is happening in the world outside,
You don't have to go far. You don’t have
to go to China ; you don’t have te go to
Soviet Union but at least look at West
Bengal. Ask the Chief Minister of West
Bengal what he thinks and why he is gaing
in this direction ?

(Interruptions)

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE: It
is because of you. You are deliberately
not co-operating with West Bengal.'. You
want that West Bengal should be:an indus-
trial desert. You don't know ‘anything: in
this country. He is deliberately misleading.
He thinks:that he is the king :emperor of
India,
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(Interruptions)

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : I appreciate
very much. I thank the hon. Member for
his comment. [ appreciate very much that
The Chief Minister of West Bengal finds
that the ideologies of the CPM do not give
progress in Bengal. He is to look to
Congress ideologies and leadership from
here. Thank You Sir.

(Interruptions)

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERIJEE : Un-
fortunately, he is the Prime Minister of
India. We cannot ignore him. Whatever
federal structure was there, he has finished
it. He does not answer all those points.

SHRI BHAGWAT JHA AZAD (Bhagal-
pur) : For 45 minutes he spoke without
interruption H e cannot tolerate our reply,
This is the way of CPM.

(Interruptions)

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : Perhaps I
could only request the hon. Members to
follow in the footsteps of their Chief Minis-
ter. Come around to our view of thinking.
Open your eyes. Find out what is happen-
ing. If you open your eyes, you will find
out. Go to West Bengal and find out.

We are dealing with the multinationals,
transnationals from a position of strength,
without compromising anything of our
independence in thought and action at any
stage. Let that be very clear. Unfortu-
nately, the Opposition 1s not prepared to
think objectively about the conditions of
the economy and of our society. It 1s not
adequate just to make noises here. You
have to think objectively and come out
with specific alternative programmes and
ideas, if you can do so. But so far there
has been a total vacuum and that has been
scen during this debate also The Congress
is not afraid of change. The Congress
knows how to learn from the realities, to
learn how to change and make the economy
more faster, how social change must be
brought about and how the cultural life of
the country must be improved. This was
Panditji’s contribution to the Congress and
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to the country. This was the basis of my
speech in Bombay. I am glad that Shri
Madhav Reddi referred to my speech in
Bombay and I would only request, perhaps
1 should ask them, whether any party in
the opposition has the self-confidence to do
such introspection and if you have, I would
request you to do so...(Interruptions). You
had your turn, now let me talk.

Can any of you, do any of you have
the guts to look at the changing world and
the changing conditions in the country ?
Do any of you have the guts to self-
criticise ? Do any of you have the guts
to accommodate new ideas ? The fact is, no.
(Interraptions)

My speech in Bombay was based on
the values of the Congress as presented by
Gandhiji, by Jawaharlal Nehru, and by
Indira Gandhi. There was no deviation.
We stand by that. And I would like to
remind the hon. Members that this is not
the first time that the Congress has looked
within, there have been a number of occa-
sions when the Congress has cleansed itself.

Much was talked about power brokers
and Satra ke dalals. The Congress on a
number of occasions has ejected these
power brokers and has thrown out the
Satta ke dalals, but where do we find these
dalals today 7 Where are these power
brokers who have been thrown out of the

Congress today ? I see them sitting on
the benches opposite me ........ (Interrup-
tions)

I am not yielding the floor.. ...
Interruptions).

I would request my friends
within...... .

to look

(Interruptions)**

MR. SPEAKER : No interruptions please.
Please sit down. This would not form part
of the record. Please sit down now., Mr,
Ram Dhan, plecase sit down......Will you
take your seats.

**Not recorded.



453 Motion of No-
Confidence

(Interruptions)

[ Transiation]

MR. SPEAKER : Please sit down. Take
your seat. Why are you agitated ?

(Interruptions)

[ English]

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : Sir, I am
very sorry that I have touched the soft
point in some hon. Members. That was not
my intention. Let me be very clear ; I am
not talking of one, two or three indivi-
duals, I am going well beyond that; I am
talking of most of the partics which are
sitting opposite me today, who have chang-
ed their labels a number of times, who
changed their flags and symbols a number
of times.

I would like them to look within. A
little bit of introspection will do no harm.
And while you are taking a little time to
look within, also look to the left and right
to see whom you are co-operating with,
and whom you are sitting with, It will
help you.

14.00 hrs.

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA : We know
very well.

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE : We
do not need your advice.

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : The fact 1s
that when the Congress set out upon this
path over a hundred years ago, we knew that
it was an arduous path. It was not going
to be easy. We knew cverybody would not
work with us. Even during the freedom
struggle certain people who were with us
left us at the most critical pvint to help the
British ; to sabotage the freedom movement.
(Interruptions).

Let us not forget the history, Sir,
(Interruptions).

We knew that the task was going to be
arduous and difficult one. We knew that
we would have to face challenges from with-
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We are willing to face
them

in and outside.
those challanges and we will face

head on. We will not shy away from
those challenges. (Interruptions). Let
us just see what has been happening

during these yvears. If we look at the eco-
nomy, the country has moved ahead at a
rate at which it has never done so before.
And I do not even want to refer to the
three disastrous years of Opposition rule. I
am comparing it even to other Congress
periods. At no stage has the country
moved ahead like it has moved during these
years. (Interruptions).

Industry has got a new directiofh and
new dimension. e have given a new
orientation to the thrust of our anti-poverty
programmes. We have harnessed techno-
logy for the alleviation of poverty. We have
set up a number of technology missions
which will take and bring together our
Scientists and the people involved at the
grass roots level, to look at the problems
which matter in the daily life of our people,
We have put up technology missions in
drinking water, illiteracy, communication
and immunisation. There is a basic diffe-
rence in attitude to development. (Interrup-
tions).

I would like to refer back for a minute
to what Shri Narasimha Raoji was saying.
The fact is that there is a difference in our
basic views from across there and here. We
see the alleviation of poverty, the progress
and development of the country as better
utilisation of science and technology in
the daily lives of our people. The Oppo-
sition on the other hand has a vested
interest to see that poverty remains and
that is why they are stopping poverty from
being removed at every stage. (Interrup-
tions).

I talked to a very senior leader from
one of the Leftist parties. I do not want
to take his name ; he is not here. He com-
plained to me ; a very senior leader of one
of the Communist parties complained to me
about employment and modernisation.
Now, first let me put it right. He said that
he is against my policies because I am
modernising
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So, I said, ‘““What is your objection to
madernisation ? Surely, if our people are
to rise and progress and get up above their
poyerty, we must modernise. What else is
modernisation ?'* He said. ‘‘Modernisation
will. result in a loss of employment™. 1
said, “‘It does not necessarily haveto.”
But Jet us, for the moment, Separate the
argument. Let us not link employment and
modernisation. We will discuss employ-
ment later. Let us talk modernisation for
a minute. I asked him. “Can you tell me
if India as an independent nation in the
20th Century can survive without moderni-
sation 7' He was silent for almost 60
seconds by the watch and then he said,
“‘But employment will be affected >’ That
was his sole response !

The fact is that there is a total void in
the thinking that is taking place amongst
the Left in our country today. There is a
total void. And this is what is even more
disturbing because so far it was vnly the
Right which had this void At least we had
one group of people with whom we could
argue on policy and ideology and on basic
principles. But today, we have lost even
that, Today we have got a total void. I
would request you or perhaps beg you to
start thinking.

(Interruptions)

Start thinking about how poverty can
be removed from this country. You cannot
remove poverty if you do not bring better
technology at the grassroot village level.

SHRI NARAYAN CHOUBEY : What
happened to land reforms ?

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : How did we
get the Green Revolution in 7 It was possi-
ble only because the highest level techno-
logy was given to the farmer. There is no
other way. If some of my hon. friends on
the. other side had their way and if we had
no tractors, no fertilizer, no better seeds
and no irrigation, where would the green
revolution be and where would our farmers
be ? Perhaps ..

SHRI NARAYAN CHOUBEY : What
about land reforms ?
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SHRI RAJIV GANDHI': You raise it
when your turn comes.

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOOD AND CIVIL SUP-
PLIES (SHRI GHULAM NABI AZAD):
Bengal has always opposed that,

SHRI NARAYAN CHOUBEY : What
was that ?

(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER : No cross-talking.

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : We have
during these years restructured our mdustry
to face the challenges of the Eighties and
and the Nineties, The industrial growth is
impressive no matter. what you think. The
average growth during these three years has
been a little under 9 per cent. 1 am saying
‘three years’ because one member said to
me, ‘Do not quote oae year or do not
quote certaih times'’. The industrial growth
during the first four months of this year
has been 12.6 per cent and the industrial
growth in July has been 15.8 per cent. Sir,
July is the last month for which figures
are available., 1 challenge any of the
members to show me another time in the
history of this country when industrial
growth has been at this rate, I say any
other time. I am not limiting you even to
independent India. Go back 2,000 years
and tell me,

SHRI M.R. SAIKIA (Nougong) : Which
is the base year ?

(Interruptions)

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : I will come to
unions also. Do not worry. Then you
will have you turn to shout.

This has come about because we have
pursued policies that will develop and
strengthen the country and not policies
which are aimed at results of political
arguments which can be given for the im-
mediate needs. We are investing in the
future of this country. We are not looking
just for today. We are investing in tomor-
row. And one of the problems that we are
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having, the reason that such large changes
are required-is that 1 feel very strongly that
we have not invested enough in the future
in the past. And I am including my own
Congress Governments in that criticism.
But ‘i't is always easier to look back and
say, You should have done that, you could
have done that and so on.”” There were
other problems that they were facing. So

without trying to criticise, T am trying to
put what I see as a problem today. 1 see
that we have not invested enough in the
future, much more needs 1o be done. And
if we listen to what you say, there will be
no investment in the future for this
country.

SHRI SAIFUDDIN CHOWDHARY :
What about the investment in the past ?

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI: We have
invested more w the past also. No other
Government has gone to such great length
to preserve the culture and heritage of this
country, as we have. I did not really want
to comment on 1t but I think it does
deserve comment bscause one Member—very
unfortunate that he uscd the word ‘Hindu
Rate of Growth® Very unfortunate.

SHRI C. MADHAV REDDI: Why
unfortunate ? It 1s an accepted phrase.
Hindu Rate of Growth has a definite
meaning.

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : It has got no
meaning on this side of the House ; let me
say that very clearly.

SHRI S. JAIPAL REDDY : It was an
expression coined by late Prof. Raj Krishna.
It had been quoted umpteen times.

(Interruptions)

SHRI SAIFUDDIN CHOWDHARY :
You say what is the meaning of that ?

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : Obviously.
I am not worried about the meaning. I am
arguing about the terminology, We do not
like such terminology being used. I find
it insulting that such terminology is used.
I find it insulting to the nation, to the
lommunity that is referred in that, I would
icke to say—you have said was raised here
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and there—'Yes’ perhaps an economijst
raised it But the economist raised it
according to what was happening during
the Janata period, if you remember. It is
sad taht that terminology is used by some
Members today. (Interruptions)

The fact is that it is not only industrial
growth, but overall growth which is at an
all time high today. Yes, we have had
a very drought this year. Only in the last
100 years for which the record is available,
there have been only three occasions when
there have been two consecutive droughts:
This is the third occasion. In spite of that
we are getting the industrial growth that I
just quoted. In spite of that we are going
to have a posituve overall growth which has
not happened in any bad year before. In
1979 when there was the last drought
before this and it was nowhere near the
drought that we have had now we had 2
minas is five per cent overall growth. We
had 20 per cent or 22 per cent inflation-I
forgot the exact number. So let us just get
the perspective right. The fact is that
during these years, the country has progress-
ed and developed at a rate at which it has
never done so before. For this I would
like to thank all those who have been
involved, specially the administration, the
scicntists, the technologists, the managers,
the farmers, the most menial workers—1
mean it is workers who do the most menial
work. Itis only because we have been
able to get everyone to work together, it is
cnly because we have been able to mobilise
all of them together, that we have been able
to achieve this. And we are proud of our
people that have achieved this. As I said
this drought is one of the worst is recorded
history. In terms of rainfall it is one of
worst. If you want to.

(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER : Wil you sit down ?
Nothing will go on record.

[ Transiation]

.Ram Dhanji, do you like it ? You are a
senior member. Kindly sit down.

[English)
It is very bad. Sit down.
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SHRI RAJIV GANDHI: Like I said only on
two occasions in this century—and we have
statistics only from 1885 onwards—before
this, has there teen a cas¢ of two droughts
following consccutively. This time two
droughts have followed, twc consecutiye
years of bad monsoon. So, let us be clear
of what is happening Inspite of that, we
have seen that the infra-structure functions
well. Every aspect of the infra-structure
is doing well. 1 am glad that Madhav
Reddi Ji contrasted the drought with 1979
I will also contrast the drought with 1979.
The drought now 1s much worse than in

197% in'every measure, What also has to be
taken into account, which docs not show up in
the Met. Department’s statistics

of the rainfall. If there are so many inches
rain or centimctes of rainfall, Met
Department says : ‘Yes ; the rainfall is all
right.”” But if they do not fall *in July,
and they fall in Scptember, it is not all
right for the farmer. It 1s not all right as
far as production is concerned. That statis-
tics“is not included in the rainfall statistics
of the department. [ have told them now
They will inciude such a statistic also, They
will factor it to weight it for - the farmer.
But inspite of that, and this year the
rainfall that has fallen, has fallen too late
to be productive. So the effect of the
droght is much worse than 1s seen by mere
statistics, as they have shown it in the Met
Department’s files. But inspite of that,
we have taken the initiative to tackle the
drought from here.  Except for Rajasthan
and Gujarat wh.ch have had very bad years
for 3 or 4 ycars preceding, no other
States—and [ am saying Congress and
Opposition States ; unfortunately yesterday
when you were talking to me, or when you
mentioned only what 1 said about Opposition
Chief Ministers. I wish you had also noted
what I had said about our own Chief
Ministers. I am absolutely straight. T do
not pull any punches, whether they are our
Chief Ministers or they are Opposition
Chief Ministers. All State Governments
must function, and must function within
certain disciplines.—no State Government,
except Rajasthan and Gujarat, had started
any drought relief programme before we
initiated it from the Centre. Even after that,
we gave them about a month or two months
before I visited the States. Even then,
there were only lipai putai of programmes

is the time
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on the ground. It had to come from here.
We took the initiative. Today, the State
Governments, including my own State
Governments, are giving me long lists ‘We
have spent so much money ; we have spent
that much money.” When we asked them :
‘Where have you spent this money ? Give
us some examples of where Rs. 300 crores
or Rs. 400 crores have gone, specially if

you spend Rs. 400 crores in a matter of three

months”’, they have not given any answer.

SHR1 BHAGWAT JHA AZAD : Yes;
quite right.

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : Does the
country not need any financial discipline ?
Is the money to be squandered and thrown
away ? Or does the money belong to the
poor people? Should it not be used properly 9

The fact is that there has been total
unaccountability on financial spending in
this country, whether in the Centre, or in
the States.

SHRI BASUDEB ACHARIA : In the
Centre also.

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : That is what
I have said, and we are putting that right.
We are tightening up in every department
at the Centre ; and the same tightening up
will have to be done in the States, if this
country is to progress. There is no way
around it, there are no excuses The cost
of administration, the cost of implementing
our programmes is much too high ; and
most of that high cost is not in the Centre.
Yes ; we are correcting it in the Centre.
We have faults in the Centre. But it is
not in the Centre, because the delivery
system is in the States. It is not n the
Centre. If the delivery system had been
in the Centre, perhaps that would have also
been in the Centre. We would have been
equally inefficient. We would have squander-
ed equal amounts. But the delivery system
happens to be in the States. So, the tighten-
ing up must come in the States. During a
drought, when the money situation is even
tighter, they must be even more disciplined
to see that there is no money wastage, and
that the money goes down to the people for
whom it has been "targeted ; and we want
to see that happen. No matter how much
noise you make here about your Opposition
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Chief Ministers. I am not | going to bend.

Unless T am shown the figures of work donre.
and they are verified, we are not going to

release any money at all. And I have

made that very clear to the Finace Minister.

I have made it very clear to the Cabinet

Secretary.

So, let us be very clear about that. As
I said in spite of the drought, in spite of
all the problems, the infrastructure has
performed better than any preceding year.
You can contrast that with any other
drought year or difficulty ycar and you will
see that the gap is even greater. There
is one problem which is very serious and
that is the rise in prices ; and I would like
to highlight it specially because very few of
the members from the opposition have
highlighted it. ({nterruptions) He is not from
the opposition ; he is our member. This is
a real worry and what makes me sad is that

the opposition does not worry that the prices

are giong up. (Interruptions)

SHRI BASUDEB ACHARIA : We have
raised discussions,

(Interruptions)

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : I am not talk-
ing about that ; I am talking about this
debate. (Interruptions)

SHRI BASUDEB ACHARIA : You

have not gone through the debates. (Interrup-

tions)

SHRIMATI GEETA MUKHERIJEE
(Panskura) : You read my seech, I referred
to the price rise.

SHR! NARAYAN CHOUBEY : I do
not know whether you have heard us.
(Interruptions)

SHRI BASUDEB ACHARIA : Yo do
not have the time to hear the proceedings.
You were in Bhopal.

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : I was only in
Bhopal for three hours. The debate had
gone on for the whole afternoon yesterday.
I was sitting here from six o’ clock to 11.15
or whenever we dispersed last night. Don’t
talk like tbat.
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SHRI DINESH GOSWAMI (Guwahati) :
Mr. Prime Minister...

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : You made a
good speech,

SHRI DINESH GOSWAMI: Mr.
Prime Minister, in fact, I said that the
price rise is such that if the opposition
members’ wives would have come to vote
today, the motion would have been carried.
At least, you should have read that. It is
not that nobody referred to it. (Interrupr-
ions)

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI ; Mr. Goswami,
thank you. 1 appreciate what you have
said ; and although 1 was not there for
your speech, I was told that yours was per-
haps the only speech which carried sub-
stance. (Interruptions)

SHRI DINESH GOSWAMI : Your
compliments may create problems for
me politically.

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : It was not a
compliment ; I was trying to state the
truth,

On prices there is a difficult situation.
Prices are rising ; they must be controlied
and the Finanee Minister has already spoken
on this. I do not want to go into greater
depth on this. But whatever measures are
required will be taken ; even if they are
hard and severe, they will be taken. There
will be no slackness on this.

Again I would like to ercphasise that
we must measure drought year with drought
year. Today—correct me if I am wrong—out
inflation is still below about 10 per cent ;
it has not gone into double digit yet. Comare
that with any other drought year before.
I am not asking you to compare it with
the two consecutive years of drought, with
any other single drought year. What had
happened in 1979 ? 22 per cent. Why ?
Because the government cou!d not control
the system. We hkave maintained it in a
single figure and we will do everything to
keep it in those single figures because
government is working and running unlike
what was happened during the last drought
that this country faced.
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SHRI S. JAIPAL REDDY : It was an
yoar of three goverements ; 1979 was an
year of three governments, (Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER : Why are you speak-
ing .unnecessarily 7

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : You were also
there ; your party was also there. You
remember what you did. You remember
how many years it took us to correct the
damage that you had done.

SHRI S. JAIPAL REDDY : It will
require thousand years to correct your
mistakes.

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : I can remind
you now. If you want I can remind you.
But I do not want to remind the house and
take the time of the House on an issue
which every one is very knowledgeable about
in fact ; but some don’t want to face
them.

[ Translation)

MR. SPEAKER : I shall ask them to
meet you. You can discuss together.

(English]

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : I take that as
a commitment from the Chair because
whenever | invite them to come, and talk
they do not come.

MR. SPEAKER : Do you expect me
to givea ruling, Sir ?

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : Please.

Wo have taken every step possible to
see that the Rabi crop is going to be good,
because that is the only real way to [put the
farmer and the Khet mazdoor back .on his
feet again. No other amount of relief
work that we can restore him in that posit-
ion because it just cannot be done. We
have taken every step to see that the Rabi
crop is going to be good, everything is
available and things happen so that the crop
is good. The reason that we have been
able to cope with the dromght, such a severe
drought, is that during these past six years
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from 1980 to 1986, the Congress has had
an opportunity under Indiraji and then
more recently under this Goverament to
build and consulidate and it is only because
we have strengthened it during these three
years that we are able to face this drought
today. Otherwise if, God forbid, a second
drought had come after the 1979 drought,
the country would have been on its knees.
That is the difference between on Opposition
Government and a Congress Government,
(Interruptions)

Many members have raised the question
of Centre-State relations and I would like
to comment on this. Even ifl say so,
never have the Centre-State relations been

as cordial as they have been during these
three years.

SHRI C. MADHAV REDDI : Quest-
jon !

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI - I will tell you
why. How many State Governments have
been dismissed by the Centre during these
three years ? (Interruptions)

No Look at any Government before.
(Interruptions)
What are Centre-State relations ?

Centre-States relations is, working together,
the Central Government working together
with the State Governments and the Chief
Ministers. If you dismis Chief Ministers
that is bad Centre-State relations. If you
dismiss nine State Governments within a
few months, what could be worse Centre-
State relations ? (Intrruptions)

Yes, the point is, let me come back to
the point from which 1 started. Let me
come back to the point where I started.
You never get down to the root of the
problem. You only stay at the superficial-
ity. The root of Centre-State relations is
being able to work with them without
having to dismiss them, which you were
not able to do.

SHRI V. KISHORE CHANDRA S,

DEO (Parvathipuram) : What happened in
1980 ?

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : In 1980, s
myself said it was an aberration,~which |
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thought was an aberration-—but that
aberration was there because the dismissals
‘had taken place in 1977. The Governments
that were there were not the correct Govern-
ments. That is why it had to be done. It
was an aberration to correct a wrong action.

SHRI BASUDEB ACHARIA : Why was
N.T. Rama Rao's Government dismissed ?
(Interruptions)

SHRI S. JAIPAL REDDY : What
about Kashmir Government 7 What about
the Punjab Government in the recent past ?

SHRI BASUDEB ACHARIA - What
about the Punjab Government ?

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : Only Punjab
Government, and ] stand by that decision.
It was not for political reasons, but it was
because the administration had broken
down. Letus be very clear. Achariaji,
you can keep on arguing, but let us be
very clear. The precedent of dismissing
Governments was set in 1977 when nine
Government were dismissed en masse.

SHRI B+.SUDEB ACHARIA : In 1959
an elected Government in Kerala was
dismissed. (Interruptions)

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI: You have
mentioned about Kerala. Let me say, even
to day if I find any State Government is
going in an anti-national direction, 1 will
dismiss that Government—no matter what
majority they have.

(Interruptions)

[ Translation)

MR. SPEAKER : Achariaji, kindly sit
down.

[ English]

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : Sir, On Centre
State relations, let me ask, has there been
one case of discrimination in fund allocat-
ion betwoen the Congress run States and the
Oppotition run States -—not one case,
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(Interruptions)

SHRI BASUDEB ACHARIA (Bankura);
Hundreds of cases.

(Interruptions)

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : Name me one
case now,

SHR1 NARAYAN CHOUBEY : Tell us
what factories you have given to West
Bengal in the last ten years. Tell one
factory (Interruptions)

‘ IKSHRIffRAJIV GANDHI : T am not
alking of factories. [ am talkj f
allocations, 1 said. SRS

[ Franstation)

. MR. SPEARER : Why don’t you stop
it ? Why do you keep interrupting...

(Interruptions)
MR. SPEAKER : You have turned
gicy, yet you have no patience.
(Interruptions)
MR. SPEAKER ; Please 'sit down,
Sir,
[English]

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : What we are
doing Sir...(Interruptions)

SHRI BASUDEB ACHARIA : What
was recommended by the Eighth Finance
Commission, that was not given to West
Bengal.

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : Because
West Bengal, I believe, 1 do not remember
the exact details, did not meet their part of
the thing.

SHRI BASUDEB ACHARIA ; I cante]]
you,
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SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : We can look
at it. (Interruptions) Anyway, we can look
at that point and if I am right it was hand-
led by the previous Government and not by
tnis Government. So, it does not come
into this. It does not come int> purview
of this. (Interruptions) Let it be very clear
Sir and if we...(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER : Kumari Mamata
Banerjee, please sit down.

SHRI AJOY BISWAS (Tripura West) :
Sir, in the case of Tripura, the per capita
allotment in the Seventh Plan is less than

the other States of the North Eastern
Region. In the case of Nagaland, itis
more than 4,000. In the case of Tripura,
it is 2200.

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : Sir, the
allocation of Tripura-—1 do not have the
numbers here, I am speaking from memory.
it is almost one and a half to double the
average allocation of the country.

(Interruptions)

SHRI AJOY BISWAS : In the case of
Tripura it is 2200 and in the case of Naga-
land it is 4000.

(Interruptions)

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : You are
getting double the allocation of the country
and you are complaining.

(Intertuptions)®

MR. SPEAKFR : Not allowed. 1 am
not allowing these interruptions.

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI ; Eastern
Region has also Mirzoram, Sikkim. (Interrupi-
ions). Yes, there are opposition run States
also. You cannot separate it like that.
There is also Assam. Put there is one
thing that we must be very careful about,
and I want to get back to that, that is the
financial discipline in the States—the divers.
ion of plan fund for non-plan activities, we

* Not recorded.
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cannot go on in this manner. The country
just is not rich enough to squander the
poor people’s money, it must be invested
for the future. (Interrnprions) 1 do not
want to quote. 1 can quote from West
Bengal also: What happcned to your Sixth
Plan ? (Interruptions)

One particular State, my Members will
not be aware of this, I visited—I do not wan
to take the name of the State, perhaps by
the quilty feelings you will find out which
State it is—one particular State I visited,
I talked with the Chief Minister. We
looked at the plan performance. On every
single sector, they were below target and
not just one per cent, two per cent, —fifty
per cent, sixty per cent, seventy per cent
below the target, in essential sectors lke
Power, Energy and Agriculture. Only on,
sector, they have spent more than the target
fifty per cent more than the target and that
was...

AN HON. MEMBER : Publicity.

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : And that was
publieity.

SHRI BASUDFB ACHARIA :
then you have lost the
elections.

Even
last Assembly

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : Thank you
Achariaji. You have told our Members
which State it 1s.

(Interruptions)

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERIJEE : The
people have rejected them. If he has the
courage, let him go to the elections,
(Interruptions)

He tried his best. He indulged in repeat-
ed untruth, but the people rejected them.

(Interruptious)
[ Translation]

MR. SREAKER : Kindly sit down now.
Bairagiji, do you want to say something ?
Have you recollected some urdu couplet ?
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SHRI BALKAVI BAIRAGI (Mandsaur):
Sir, I would like to the hon. Prime Minister,
Shri Rajiv Gandhi to sum up the matter in
the following manner :

“Isse zyada ayena inko mat dikhia-
yiye,
Vaise hi badshakla hein, benoor T hei,
daar jayenge,

Aiyne kv tor dena zid hai inke husna
ki,
Is mashakkat mein bichare khud ba
khud mar jayenge'',

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : I will make
every effort to seek the advice of the hon.
Member.

MR. SPEAKER : Shr1 Ram Dhan, do
you also want to quote an urdu couplet ?

SHRI RAM DHAN : Mr. Speaker,

““You to hum jante hein, jannat ki
hakikat,

Lekin dil ke bahalane ko Galib yeh
khayal acchha hai*’,

SHRI GHULAM NABI AZAD : Bairagi
j1 had asked them to see their face in the
mirror.

(Interruptions)
14.38 hrs.

[MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair]

[ Translation)

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : Mr. Deputy
Speaker, Sir, I will try not to show them
the mirror, but if they themselves want to
look into it, I cannot stop them.

LE nglish ]

Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, we would like
very strong and good relations with the
State Governments because we know and
realise that the task of development and
nation building is not something that can
be handled only from the Centre or for that
matter only from the States. It has to be
a joint exercise by both the States and the
Centre. And that is why, at every stage
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we have tried to build this bridge and we
will continue this effort even if we have
difficulties. There are difficulties not only
with the opposition States but there are even
difficulties with our own States, because
there are set things and you have to break
out of them. But the efforts must continue
and we will continue those efforts. We
have to see that there is an equal commit-
ment in the States at nurturing and conserv-
ing our natural resources This, unfortuna-
tely, is not realised adequately enough at
the State level and perhaps even lower at
the district level. This awareness must be
brought about.

Sir, we are completely and totally for
the freedom of the Press. We uphold that
freedom...(I: terruptions), just like we uphold
all our basic democratic rights. There is
no difference. Freedom of the Press is
part of that right. Indeed, what is infact
needed today is not just freedom of the

press but also freedom for the Press from their

overlords, This too needs to be established,
One is not adequate. I am talking seriously.
I am not trying to make a point. This has
to be done as well. Nobody can be set
apart from the process of the law, no matter
how high or low or well-connected. I have
said so on the floor of this House, I have
said so op a number of occasions. Yesterday
Unnikrishnan Ji made a remark. I will say
that now. Nobody is above the law 1n
this country, no matter how well-connected,
no matter how high-up, no matter if they
belong to the Press. The law acts on the
press as well. There is no separate law for
the Press. If they violate the law, they
will be punished according to the law. Let
us be clear about that...(Interruptions)

SHRI S. JAIPAL REDDY : What about
the National Herald, Sir ? (Interruptions)

SHRI S. JAIPAL REDDY : National
Herald has been found guilty by the Govern-
ment, of having sublet major portion of
the building in blatant contravention of the
lease agreement Are you aware of it, Mr,
Prime Minister ?

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : 1 have said
that wherever the law is violated, it will
take its course. There will be no shiclding
or protection for anybody. I cannot make
that any plainer for you, and even if we
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send you back to your school, you would
not have it blatant...(Interruptions). Sir,
this Government has complete faith in the
Constitution, in the judiciary, in the law
of the land and in Parliament, and we lay
ourselves open to all the institntions We
have not shirked away at any time from
facing them. but unfortunately, the same
cannot be said of many who are sitting
across the House. 1 would request them
also, instead of taking to the street, ro
submit themselves to the institutions as
well.

Sir, only a few peoplc touched upon
foreign policy. I was a little sad ; about
that because our internal policy is as close-
ly linked with foreign policy as it is with
each part of our internal domestic policy.
Unfortunately, many in the Opposition
have not realised that. It has been said
that we have changed our foreign policy.
Somebody said that initiatives have not
been taken. I cannot categorically statc
that so many initiatives have been taken in
so many months during this Government,
and compare with an equivalent numbecr of
months during Pandit Ji's time, or Indira
Ji’s time, or Shastri Ji’s time.

[ Transiation)

I do not want to show them the mirror
of our achievements becausr 1 feel that there
is no such need. (Interruptions)

(English)

But the number of initiatives that this
Government have taken I think few other
Governments have taken especially in the
time-frame that we arc talking about and
you can talk about anyv area, whether it is
South Africa, whether it is ANC, whether
it is SWAPO, whether it is Frontline States,
whether it is the Ncn-Aligned Movement,
the African Fund, the Commonwealth,
Eminent Persons Group, whether it is 6-
Nation five continental initiative, whether it
is on environment, whether it is on dis-
armament and development—I can go on
whether it is on SAARC, it is an endless
list, much longer than perhaps any
other administration, certainly in the time-
frame of three years.
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The Sri Lanka Accord has come into
some criticism in the House. 1 reiterate
that it is historic accord. It has beer inter-
nationally acclaimed and it answers all
legitimate Tamil aspirations. In fact, it
goes beyond...(Interruptions)

SHRI N.V.N. SOMU) (Madras North) :
No, Sir. Definitely not. (Interruptians)

14 46 brs.

[MR. SPEAKER (in the Chair|

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : Wil you hear

me out ? When I finish talking, you can
comment.

(Interruptions)

MR SPEAKER : Mr.
down.

Somu st

(Interruptions)

. SHRI RAJIV GANDH] : Sir, I am not
yielding.

(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER : Mr. Somu, you have
1o seek my permission. Sit down.

(Interruptions)

. SHRI N.V.N. SOMU : Sir, here it is
said, IPKF is under the command of Mr.
Jayawardene. I want to know whether the
Commander of the Indian . rmy is our

Preesident or Sri Lankan President, (Inter-
ruptions).

MR. SPEAKER : Mr. Somu, please sit
down. (Interruptions)

¥y ransiation)

Why are you making noise ? Mr. Somu
please sit down. '

(Interruptions)

[English)

MR. SPEAKER : He will answer that.
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(fnterruptions)

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : T will give
you an opportunity.

(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER : He wants to know
whether Mr. Jayawardene is its Comman-
der-in-Chief.

(Interruptions)

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : I was just
wanting to ask him when he is quoting from
a document or a newspaper, is the hon.
Member willing to swear by the authenticity
of what has been said in that ?

(Interruptions)

SHRI N.V.N SOMU) Yes, Sir. It has
been said by the Minister, Mr. Vincent
Perera in Sri Lankan Parliament. (Interrup-
tions)

MR. SPEAKER : Mr. Somu, you must
realise that yesterday we had a stff time
on this point. You have to authenticate
and *ake full responsibility for what you
are saying, when yvou arc putting on the
Table of the House. You have to doit. I
am just warning you.

SHRI N.V.N. SOMU:: I fully rely upon
the Hindu Paper. It is said in Sri Lankan
Parliament. (In{erruptians)

MR. SPEAKER : it is a press report of
what has been said in the Sri Lankan
Parliament.  Wher: is the question of
vouching for its authenticity and all that ?
(Interruptions)

SHRI N.V.N. SOMU :
in Hindu by P.T.I.

It is reported

MR. SPEAKER : I have heard you. Sit
down now.

(Interrup tions)

MR. SPEAKER :
any Member to speak.

[ have nct allowed

(Interruptions)™*
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MR. SPEAKER : What I say is itis a
press report. Now, listen to me,

SHRI N.V.N. SOMU : It is said in Sri
Lankan Parliament.

_ MR. SPEAKER : Mr. Somu, please
listen to me. Certain things are distorted
and also mis-reported at certain times. 'I"hat
1s what he is saying. Now, that is all right,
Sit down.

(Interruptions)

SHRI K.P. UNNIKRISHNAN (Bada-
gara): Let him dcny it. Let the Prime
Minister deny it.

[ Tran.rlau‘on]

MR. SPEAKER :
why you are shouting.

I fail to understani

[English)

SHRI K.P. UNNIKRISHNAN : Why
does not he deuy it ?

(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER : What is happening
with you all ? T will name you, don't behave
like that.

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI :
all Indians.

Sir, we are

SHRI N.V.N. SOMU :
Tamilian, next Indian.

First 1 am a

(Interruptions)

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : Sir, this i
precisely the sad part of what is happening
in the Opposition. First they are Tamilians

and Andhraites and Bengalis and what
not.

SHRI BASUDEB ACHARIA : No that
is not our view. It is his personal view.

(Interruptions)

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : Sir, Let us be
clear, (Interruptions). Sir, let this House
at least resolve that everybody who is sitt-

ing in this House is an Indian first, Sir,
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I would like to hear from the hon. Members
from the Opposition that they are first
Indians and then anything else. Yes, Sir.
(Interruptions). One Member 1s saying
‘No’. (Interruptions). Let him say he is an
Indian first,

SHRI N V.N. SOMU : By language I
am a Tamilian, but by natiopality I am an
Indian,

(Interruptions)

SHRI S. JAIPAL REDDY : Sir, 1 am
on a point of order,

MR. SPEAKER . What is your point of
order ?

(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER : Now sit down.

(Interrup tions)

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : They don't
even know what they are doing. In 30
seconds he switches from here to there and
back again. Perhaps by the time I finish
speaking, he will be back to be a Tamilian
again,

(Interruptions)

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERIJEE :
What 1s this, Sir ?

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI Sir, in the
Non-aligned...(Interruptions). All right, I
will avoid it.

In the Non-aligned India has played a
role...

SHRI S. JAIPAL REDDY : Sir, let him
answer this point first,

(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER : He is coming. Listen
aow.
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(Interruptions)

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : I will answer
that. I am not aware of precisely what
has been said in the Sri Lankan Parliament.
I cannot...

(Interruptions)

SHRI N.V.N. SOMU : In the Hindu it
is mentioned here.

SHRI1 RAJIV GANDHI : The Hindu is
not the record of the Sri Lankan Parlia
ment even 1f you wave the paper around.

(Interruptions)

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA : 1t 1s true
that our Party has supported the accord,
but never we were informed that the IPKF
would be not under the command of our
own commanders, but under President
Jayewardene’s command.

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : The IPKF is
under the command of our commanders.
I am not aware of what has been said n
the Sri Lankan Parhament and I will not
comment on something 1 am not aware of.
(Interruptions). The Hindu is not the re-
cord of the Sr1 Lankan Parliament.

(Interruptions)
MR. SPEAKER : Please sit down.

(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER : Mr. Jaipal Reddy,
can you be tamed at any time ? Please sit
down.

(Interruptions)

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : Sir, under
India’s chairmanship the Non-ahgned
Movement gathered a strength which it has
seldom had before and which it had lost in
the intervening period. In SAARC, it is
under India’s leadership that the Organisa-
tion has really taken root and become
strong. Like I said earlier, at the Com-
monweatlh, at the UN India has played a
very positive role in every aspect. With
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China we have moved forward. Tensions
have been diffused, openings have been
made and perhaps I could contrast this to
what happened with China during the
Janata period when the nation was humi-
liated by China attacking Vietnam while
our Foreign Minister was in China. That
is the difference between the foreign policy
that you ran and the foreign policy that we
are running. On Kampuchea India has
played a key role in the getting together of
the two leaders. On South Africa like I
said India has done a lot with the USSR
and here I think a special word for our
friends, because while we have been improv-
ing relations with the U.S. and other wes-
tern countries, and our friends have got
very agitated about the progress that we
have made, they have not bothered to see
what has been happening with the U.S.S.R.
during this period also. Perhaps they are
not really interested because’ if they were,
they would know the real thing. Never
before have we had such a high number of
high level visits between the two countries
—never before. Never before has there
been such inter-action at high Ievel and
at lower levels between the Soviet Union
and India on international issues—never
before on bilateral issues. The Delhi
Declaration was a path breaking declaration
where for the first time, perhaps ever a
major power has come on the line of non-
violence and signed a document, that is
based on non-violence. Is this not diplo-
matic initiative ? Even the language of the
papers of the Washington Summit derives
from our thoughts and our philosophy.

1 would humbly submit that although
the INF agreement has been signed today,
it is pot something that has happened
overnight. It has happened because Panditji
in the face of grave odds called for nuclear
disarmement, because Gandhiji the day
after the bomb was exploded in Hiroshima
said that the system must be changed, if the
world has to survive. For 40 years, India
has fought for this. During these last three
years, the efforts that we have put in are
perhaps more than what have been put in
any such period in the preceding years.

SHRI S JAIPAL REDDY : You are
not referring to your own contribution ?

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI: Unfortunately,

what Narasimha Raoji said is so true, Yog
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have grown so cynical that all you see is
yourself, unfortunately. And that is the
sad part.

SHRI S. JATPAL REDDY : I am happy
that you are sad.

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI: Unfortunately,
in this world, things cannot be switched on
and switched off, specially where major
policy issues are involved.

MR. SPEAKER: Whom should ] blame
—Narasimha Rao Ji or...

SHRI RAIJIV GANDHI : Narasimha
Rao Ji only showed the mirror.

MR, SPEAKER : Jaipal Reddy Ji to be
blamed !

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI: The only thing
we can blame Narasimha Rao Ji, for is
that he knew where to point it, with his
past experience. Nobody is so naive as to
think that major policy decisions take place
overnight, It is after years, decades of
work that the ground-work is done, when
the atmosphere is right and when things
suddenly click. And it is because of the
decades of work that Pandit Ji did, that
Indira Ji did, that India has domne. It is
the decades of espousing Gandhiji’s ideals,
that bas led to this. Don’'t belittle India’s
role in this. Be proud of India’s role.
There are sometimes, some occasions come
in one’s life when one has to rise above
petty differences for the nation’s interest.
Somet imes, occassionally, please do so.

Sir, with the Soviet Union, we have
organised the first ever Soviet Festival out-
side the Soviet Union and it has been held
in India. It is a mark of the friendship of
the people of the Soviet Union and the
people of India, going beyond just the
Government,

In technology, the agreement that we
have signed with the Soviet Union is un-
precedented in its scope, in its content, in
the access to hi tech that it gives us. We
have set a target of increasing our trade
2 1/2 times by 1992 and we aim to achieve
this and I would like to just inform the
hon. Members that in the cooperation that
we have signed with the Soviet Union, the



479 Motion of No-
Confidence
[Shri Rajiv Gandhi]

cumulative cooperation that has been signed
from independence to 1985, when compared
with what we have signed from 1985 to
1987, in these three years, we have s gned
between 1 1/2 to twice the number that we
have signed in all the years from indepen-
dence to now. [ am giving a broad band
of 1 1/2 to 2, because the exchange rate
fluctuated depending on how you do the ex-
change rate it comes to a minimum 1 1/2
and maximum around 2.

Is this not improving relations ? Is this
not diplomatic activity ?

PROF. N.G. RANGA : Indiraji’s statue
has been raised in Moscow, no other statue
of any other country’s leader.

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : Thank you,
Rangaji. Rangaji is righ Sir.

SHRI N.G. RANGA : We have raised
Lenin’s statue also.

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : With Pakis-
tan, we want to cooperate, we want
friendship and we want relations to
improve. We have taken many initiatives,
I do not remember the exact number now.
But if my memory serves me right, when I
was in Kathmandu and I spoke to their
Prime Minister, I pointed out about 14
initiatives that we have taken which are
lying pending on their side where no
movement is taking place on their side.
There is no shortage of initiatives from
our side. We seek closer people to people
relationship with the people of Pakistan,
through culture, through tourism, through
trade, through economic cooperation, and
we would like to build on this. Unfor-
tunately, the Government of Pakistan is
highly uncooperative, whether it comes to
such exchanges at people level, or it comes
to their activities including their nuclear
weapon programme which compromise all
our other initiatives. Let me reiterate that
India, during these years, has not deviated
an iota from the basic postulates and
principles of Gandbiji and Panditji. That
is the basis on which we have developed.
That is the basis on which Indiraji
developed her programme and it is on that
same road that we have been functioning
and we have been successful only because
we have gone on that road. Let me
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remind our hon, Member, specially in th®
opperation who have very little experienc®
in foreign policy and the little experience
that they have is embarrassing in the
nations. So I do not want to bring that out,
whether it was in China or in Cuba or in
Tanzania, it has been an embarrassing
period. The fact is that diplomatic activity
good diplomatic activity, is that which
takes place behind the scenes and it is not
shouted out from every corner.and every
street corner. That is what you have got
to understand, When you understand that
perhaps, if you understand that, then we
will get some constructive contribution on
the foreign policy issue.

One more canard has been raised on
self-reliance. It has been said that we are
giving it up. Nothing could hte farther
from the truth. India is more self-reliant
and stronger today than it has ever been
in the past. (Inrerruptions). Obviously,
they appreciate our Self-reliance. You don’t.
What do you expect ? You want to see
the nation weakened.

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERIJEE : I
am askirg Shri Kumaramangalam' to clap.

(Interruptions)

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : All our
policies in industry, in agriculture, in
developing technologies—are related to
this goal of self-reliance. India can only
be strong and independent, if we are
strong in every field and self-reliant in every
aspect. That is the road that we are taking.
We are absolutely clear that India will in
no way get trappcd into the debt trap or
get trapped by some of the obsolete techno-
logies that we are being asked to do by
some of our friends from across the room.
We must upgrade technology. We must
liberalise and recognise ths complexities
that are involved in the process of becom-
ing self-reliant, We will not become self-
1eliant if we remain tied to old ideas,
When I talked of the 21st century, I was
not talking of the machines. 1 was talking
of the mind. Yeur mind must be ready
for the 21st century. That means, thinking
about your problems in new ways—not
finding ready-made solutions ; not running
to your Mecca and then findiag that Ms~cy
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has changed and they have got new ideas.

Those idelogies will not work. You have
to think new. Even in...
SHRI S. JAIPAL REDDY ; Which

Mecca are you referring to ?

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : Our friends
from the Left understand which Mccca |
am referring to.

SHRI NARAYAN CHOUBEY : What
i8 your Mecca ?

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : Delhi. Our
Mecca is Delhi, unlike yours which is out-
side India. For self-relicnce, there must
be flexibilty in our planning. We must see
problems as they come and find solutions
for them; find solutions within the
fram¢)work of our ideology ; within
the  basis of our thinking of
Gandhiji and Indiraji. But the solutions
have to be ours. They did not have the
same problem They could not have
solution to these problems. But they have
given us direction which will give us the

solutions. So, we must take that direction
and find our soluions, That is what is
necessary today. And that is what
we are doing. 1 do not want to go into
the details. Our industry cannot be self-
reliant ; our agriculture cannot be self-
reliant it is not efficient. This must be
realised. Efficiency does not mean un-
employment. In fact, efficiency will mean

more employment which will be generated.
The same is true in the farmer’s field and
the same is true on the factory-floor. The
same is true in offices and service indus-

tries. And this must be realised by us.

This was the vision that Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru had given to India. Let us not
mistake it. Many in the country opposed
him very strongly when he talked of indus-
trialisation, 35 years ago. Let us not
forget that. He had to fight that. We
will fight it in everyway. The Congress
will fight it like the Congress fought it
earlier, We will see that India develops
even if some of our friends do not want
it to do so. One of the Members in a
very long, rambling speech shed tears for
Public Sector. More has been done for
Public Sector during these 3 years than
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and ever before. Let me give you some
numbers. I will not go to the rolling
plan days when everyihing was rolled out.
I will only quote from Indiraji’s time be-
cause that is the last the highest invest-
ments that were more. In 1980-81,
approximately, Rs. 21000 crores was
invested in the Public Sector. In 1984-85%
it was Rs. 47,500 crores and by 1987-88
expect that to go up to Rs, 83,500 crores.
This is the type of investment we are
making in the public seetor. We have put
between 1984 and 1985...(Interruptions).

SHRI S. JAIPAL REDDY : Speak in
percentages, not in absolute figures,

| Transiation]

SHRI RAIJIV GANDHI Shall we
have to send you to school to learn that ?
(Interruptions) O K. we shall teach these
things in our Navodaya schools,

| Engtish]

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERIJEE
What is the drop in the value of the rupee
during these five years ?

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : Let me just
emphasize again. The investment in the
putlic sector in 1980-81 was Rs. 21,000
crores. Between 1984 and 1987, we have
put in Rs. 36,000 crores...

SHRI1 BASUDEB ACHARIA : In real
terms ?

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : In two
years ; this is the comparison. Let us
not shed crocodile tears for the public sector
because a public sector that is inefficient, a
public sector that is a drain on the people
of the country is not the public sector that
we want. We want a public sector that
works for the people of the country...

SHRI BASUDEB ACHARIA : Sathe’s
theory.

THE MINISTER OF ENERGY (SHRI
VASANT SATHE : People’s iheory,
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SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : Anybody who
Ags down the public sector by trying to
limit the productivity and the efficiency of
th¢ public secior is not speaking for the
public sector but is speaking to kill the
public sector for ever, is an enemy of the
public sector. The survival of the public
sector depends...

SHRI NARAYAN CHOUBEY : But
you are doing just the opposite in the
NPCC...(Interruptions).

SHRI SAIFUDDIN CHOWDHARY :
How maay more pages do you have 7

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI You had
nothing to say. I have got plenty to say.
That is why I thank you for this opport-
unity—because we have done so much in
three years that I want to tell you about
and which you are ignorant of. (Interrup-
tions).

[ Translation)

Please sit down.
(Interruptions).

You can speak later.

MR. SPEAKER : Shri Choubey is not
even ashamed of his grey hair.

[English]

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : In these three
years, the implementation of the Plan has
heen the highest in any three years of any
other Plan. A number of new projects h.ve
been taken up in the Plan this year. Our

commitment to the public sector is
complete and there is no going
back on that commitment. The public
sector is a cardinal principle of

our philosophy of planning, and we are
not changing it. We have kept the public
sector at the commanding heights of our
economy and that is where it is going to
stay ; and that is the only way.

SHRI BASUDEB ACHARIA : What
about the private sector ? How much was
the investment in the private sector ?

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : If the public
sector investment is doubted, we have to
double the private sector investment also.
we want development. We do rot want
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yo stifle it. Investment in the private sector
is not ours. Government inveslment is in
the public sector.

SHRI BASUDEB ACHARIA : This is
our socialism !

SHR1 SAIFUDDIN CHOWDHARY :
The private sector investment has become

more for the first time  (Interruptions).
[ Translation)
MR. SPEAKER : Don’t interrupt.

Kindly sit down. Do you want to gag
someone's voice, why are you doing so ?

[ English)

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : In the agri-
cultural sector, for the first time the green
revolution is spreading eastwards, We are
working at increasing production specially
through the small and marginal farmers.
We have paid special attention to their
needs through the IRDP and NREP and
other income—and employment-generating
programmes.

Lastly, I would like to come to the
point of corruptions. No Government has
done more to fight corruption than this
Covernment.

SHRI BASUDEB ACHARIA : You
have done the most to cover up cor-
ruption,

(Interruptions)

SHRI1 RAJIV GANDHI : Let me finish.
Then you can comment. Sir, the issue of
Fairfax was raised in this House. I have
already commented on it. The Commission
has vindicated our position completely.
And what comes out from that Report is
that the opposition mixed up with one
group of industrialists was trying to take
advantage. 1s that not corruption ?

SHRI BASUDEB ACHIARIA : Opposi-
tion ?

SHRI RAIJIV GANDHI : Yes, the
opposition. The opposition raised an jssue
without understanding the issue of caring
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to go into the issue. If you had bothered
to look into it, we would not have had to

give it to the commission to give the
answer. The answer was there.

SHRI BASUDEB ACHARIA : You
have diverted tt.

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI We have
diverted it to get the truth. Of course, it
has been diverted towards truth. It was

going towards complete falsehood. (Inrerrup-
tions).

I have no doubt that every single issue
that has been raised in this House, the
Government will be cleared on every single
count I know it. The Government has
not done anything wrong. There is no way
that the Government is involved. (Interrup-
tions).

The commitment to truth was demons-
trated when we set up the JPC. That was
the commitment to truth. Those that
wanted to get to the truth joined the JPC.
Those that were afraid of the truth, stayed
away.

SHRI S. JAIPAL REDDY : Those who
wanted to cover up the truth joined the
JPC.

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : I have not
finished on corruption. Sir, let me say
that at every point where any act of omis-
sion or commission or corruption is pointed
out, this Government has taken action.
When the PAC, I think, subject to correc-
tion, gave a Report against one of my
ministers, the same day, I made him
resign. When there was a question about
my Chief Minister in two States, [ made
them resign. Did any opposition Chief
Minister who is charged with corruption
resign ?  (Interruptions).

What is haprening in Andhra ? What
has happened in Karnataka ? What is

happening in Bengal ?

SHRI M. RAGHUMA REDDY (Nal-
gonda) : You resign first.**
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(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER : Sit down. Nothing
goes on record.

(Interruptions)

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : Sit down for
a minute. Let me finish. I will answer
everything you say. On this count, we
are very clean. (Interruptions). There is
no Congress Chief Minister who has a
Supreme Court or High Court indictment
today. There are opposition Chief Ministers
who have.

(Interruptions)

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI: You are
talking of corruption, have you read the
judgment of the High Court ?

SHRI BASUDEB ACHARIA : What
action bave you taken against your Orissa
Chief Minister ?

(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER : Nobody is allowed.

(Interruptions)**

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : Let me reite-
rate. There is no High Court or Supreme
Court decision against any Congress Chief
Minister. There is against two Opposition
Chief Ministers and they are still in Govern-
ment. Let them resign ..(Interruptions)...
Let me see the commitment to clean politicdl
life coming from the Opposition for a
change. Let us see you act also, not just
talk on corruption. We have acted...
(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER : Order, please. Please
sit down.

SHRI S. JAIPAL REDDY : We are
prepared for a judgement of the people. Are
you prepared ?

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : There are

many ways to dodge High Court Pronounoe
ments. (Interruptions)

**Not recorded.

**Not recorded.
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I have said thar, I am repeating it. The
High Court has stayed it.

Let me conclude. What we need in the
country is a strong Opposition, but an
Opposition that is not tied to their dogmas.
When will they come together ? When will
they work together for a better and more
prosperous India ?

I put to this House...Sir, one point I
missed. I am sorry. I just saw Unnikrish-
nanji, he reminded me, Yesterday an Hon.
Member said that this Opposition is not
the Loyal Opposition as in England. Let
me just understand that phrase. In England
there is Her Majcsty’s Government and there
is Her Majesty’s Loyal Opposition. The
loyalty is to the country, the loyalty 1s not
to individuals. Sir. In England -.(Interrupi-
ions)...Please, Unnikrishnanji, if you please
listen, you will understand what I am uying
to say.

SHRI K P. UNNIKRISHNAN : If 1
have to learn from you it is not worth
learning.

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI Unfortunately 1
gave that up very long time ago.

In Englard, there is Her Majesty's
jovernment and there is Her Majesty’s Loyal
Opposition which means the Opposition is
loyal to the nation. Yesterday the Hon,
Member said this is not a Loval Opposition.
Parhaps, on some other occasion he would
like to clatify who he 1s not loyal to. Is
he not loyal to the nation ? Sometimes I
do think that.

SHRI K.P. UNNIKRISHNAN : If you
are not capable of understanding me, I
cannot help you...(Interruptions)

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : Unnikrishnanji,
you better clarify quickly,

SHRI K.P, UNNIKRISHNAN : I was
referring to the concept of Parlimentary
Democracy with monarchy and without
monarchy. You are treating yourself as a
monarch.

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI: I would request
the Hon. Member to make this clarification
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in this session because he may not be here
in the next session,

SHRI K.P. UNNIKRISHNAN : I am
prepared to do it tomorrow,

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : I put to this
House and I submit that this Motion be
rejected

Thauk you Sir,

| Translation)

SHRI C. MADHAV REDDI (Adilabad):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, now it 1s my turn to show
them the mirror. (Interruptions)

[ English|

I start Ly saying that we are the Presi-
dent’s loyal opposition. (Inierruptions)

Mr Prime-Minister, listen first.
(Interruptions)

pleasc

MR. SPEAKER : Either you leave the
House or sit with dignity  This is not the
way to stand herc and theie and talk.

(Interruptions)

MR, SPEAKER : Order, order.

SHR1 C. MADHAYV REDDI (Adilabad):
Mr Specaker, Sir, I declare that we are the
President’s loyal Opposition. Please under-
stand this. We are not His Excellency’s
loyal Opposition ; we are the President’s

loyal Opposition., We arc loyal to the
nation,

(Interruptions)
{ Translation]

THE MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS
(S. BUTA SINGH) : Are you loyal to the
President who was defeated in the elections.

(Interruptions)

SHRI C. MADHAY REDDI : You please
sit down if you cannot understand.
(Interruptions)
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Now, it is my turn to show you the
mirror, you may sece how beautiful and
good looking you are and how much you
have changed.

[ have heard the speeches of hon. Members
from treasury benches and the other side
attentively, yesterdy as well as to day.

[ English)

Today, we heard two speeches, one from
Mr. P V. Narasimha Rao and another fiom
the Minister. After 1 heard the speech of Mr.
P.V. Narasimha Rao, I expected that the
Prime Minister would rise to the occasion
and speak at a high plane and try 0o reply
to the various issues which we had raised
in the proper perspective.  But 1 was very
sorry to histen to the Prime Minister who
indulged in political gimmicks, political
rhetorics.

Now, | would lihe to touch upon the
various issucs which he had raised sub-
sequently. T would also like to revert to
some of the remarks which he had made.
Before I go to Mr. P.V. Narasimha Rao’s
speech—1 must says that his specch was at
a very high plane. He tried to explain in
the proper prespective, in the historic con-
{ext, the various issues before the pation.
He is a very veleran parliamen(arian and a
great administrator, man of great ability,
culture and learning. 1 have g.cat respect
for him. I know with the cxperience he
had as a Chief Minster and as a Minister
here, he has earned distinction and his
advice would have been of value. But is
he being consulted ? 1 would like to clarify
ceriain points raised by the Heon’ble Prime
Minister.

First of all, he said that it is not his
duty to come to the rescue of the Opposit-
jon. We never asked for his help. What
I mentioned yesterday was that when I got up

to move the motion, 1 was prevented practically

by shouting from the other benches and the
Prime Minsster was sitting in the corner of
seat and was laughing. Sir, it is }is duty
to control his... (Interruptions) Members
When [ was discharging my constitutional
rssponsibiliy of moving the Motion, he
was allowing his Members to obstruct my
speech. .-(Interruptions). .- At that time I did
not utter a single word: The moment I got
up, you started obstructing.
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SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : Sir, I do not
mean to interrupt but I just want to say
that perhaps, there were a few jnterruptions
but let me reassure the Member that nothing
relevant he said was lost.

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERIJEE: It
is again a personal attack.

SHRI C. MADHAY REDDI : There is
nothing wrong in hitting the people polit-
ically but don’t hit them below the belt.
He was referring to the opposition meetings
which he had been conducting for consulting
the opposition leader. I attended my party
in almost all the meetings which he had
convened the meeting if cpposition leaders
during the last two years. I am not ment-
ioning about the first year. In the meetings
there was just passing of the information
to us and not consultation with us. You
take a decision and then you are going to
announce it in the Floor of the House after
15 minutes and you call a meeting of the
opposition leaders. Is it a consultation ?
Is it not a ritual ?

(Interruptions)

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE : It
is a personal attack against thc opposition,

SHRI C. MADHAV REDDI : He said
somcthing about the Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister which he should not have mention-
ed because the matter is in the High Court,
It is subjudice.

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : AIl I said
was that there are strictures against two
Chief Ministers...(Interruptions)... There are,
there are...

(Interruptions)

SHRI C. MADHAV REDDI : There
were four writ petitions. Two writ petitions
were rejected and the other two which were
filed by none else than your own State
Secretary are Pending adjudication. These
petitions are politically motivated and they
are before the High Court. 1 do not want
to make any comment about them. It is
wreng to say that High Court has passed
apy strictures. No stricture have been
passed. I challenge that. If there are amy
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strictures the Chief Minister would have
resigned. In spite of this since the allegat-
ions have come he has appoined a com-
missions. He has subjected himself to be
scrutinised by the commisslon.

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : The Com-
mission has been appointed in such a broad
‘base manner that it cannot give any proper
answer.. (Interrputions)... The terms  of
reference of the Fairfax Commission were
drafted by Mr. V.P. Singh. Let me tell
you that.

{Interruptions)

THE MINISTER .OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF PERSONNLL, PUBLIC
GRIEVANCES AND PENSIONS AND
MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY
OF HOME AFFAIRS (SHRI P. CHIDAM-
BARAM) : Jyoti Basu appointed a fantastic
commission.

SHRI M. RAGHUMA REDDY : He
was also a Minister under you.

(Interruptions)

SHRI C. MADHAV REDDI : ' The
Prime Minister said that during the last
year 19 bye-elections were held and Con-
gress got 13. 1 admit that. But what is
going to happen tocay 7 Are you going to
hold bye-elections in U.P. now and claim
that they are going to be won ? Let us face
the situation as it is today.

(Interruptions)

THE MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS
(S. BUTA SINGH) : We will win the bye-
elections as and when they come. We have
won bye-elections in Andhra Pradesh.

[ Translation)

MR. SPEAKER : Why are you talking
of a matter about which there is no dispute.
They are all in all and can do any thing at
will. Neither you nor they want it now.

[English)

AN HON. MEMBER : Mr. Buta Singh
had gone to Rajasthan for el ection.
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SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : Yesterday,
Shri Arif Mobammad Khan commented
that Shri Buta Singh had gone to Rajasthan
for election, 1 would like to say that we
consider the country one ; we do not care

- where we put them ; Congress is strong

enough, the support for the Congress is
strong enongh to make anybody win from
anywhere. We do not have to bave
parochial, communal, regional and other
chauvinistic attitudes to win the elections
which some parties do.

SHRI C. MADHAV REDDI: 1 am
very happy that the Prime Minister says that
the country is one. Here, in the speech of
Shri Buta Singh, he says : Why this fellow,
that is, the Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
goes to Nagaland,

S. BUTA SINGH : If you permit me,
I would state that there was a full-dress
debate on this subject in the other House.
If they want here too, they are welcome to
bring it and I would explain.

(Interruptions)

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI :
raising the subject today ;
separate debate on this issue.

They are
let us have a

SHRI C. MADHAV REDDI :

O.K., we
have no objection.

The Prime Ministr said that
comes very strong opposition. I am very
happy to know that, but you will be
happy if the opposition is divided. Yester-
day, my friend Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad was
commenting very interestingly.

he wel-

[ Transiation]

“Rhin ka Eint, kahin ka roda, Bhanu-
mati ne kunba jora.”” You never want the

unity of opposition because in thal case you
will be out of power.

SHRI BHAGWAT JHA AZAD: Do
you think we will be out of power ? I
advise you to remain in one group. You

may unite but one group cannot distodge
us.
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[English]
I am right ; I still hold that.

[ Tvanstation]

MR. SPEAKER : I think it is still
premature to say anything.

SHRI C. MADHAY REDDI : You have
also formed your party in the same way.
If you belong to Bibar, the other is from
Rajasthan and in this way the party has
come into existence.  (Interruptions)
We have formed our party aad it will
remain united in future as well. We are
collecting men and material from every-
where. You need not bother about us,
but do not to destory that family.

SHRI VASANT SATHE : {You should
try to understand the proverb. It means
that the heterogenous clements can never be
combined because of their queer nature.
What you are trying to make will never
come into existence. You try to understand
the proverb properly.

SHRI C. MADHAV REDDI: You
belong to Maharashtra and still you do not
know the proverb exactly. (Interruptions)
I know Hindi better than you. I can teach
you Hindi. You leave it at that.

MR. SPEAKER : Madhavji knows good
Hindi.

(Interruptions)

SHRI C. MADHAV REDDI : No doubt,
‘diverse elements shall come together and
unite tut I apprehend that this unity will
be short-lived because there are people who
are jealous of such unity. The fire which
can reduce tbe entire lot to ashes can start
from within as well as without., This has
happened once in our country and the entire
party was reduced to ashes,

(Erglish]

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : Sir, I am not
sure whether the motion for no-confidence
was against the Government or it was no.
confidence against the opposition, What is
the hon. Member saying ?
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SHRI C. MADHAV REDDI : You were
not here when Shri Bhagwat Jha said this,
I am replying to him.

[ Tran .lation)

It does not take long for diverse elements
to unite.

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI: But I was
commenting on the fire which has erupted
from within. If it has erupted from within«
then the no-confidence motion should have
been brought against the opposition because
you have ignited this fire,

SHRI C. MADHAY REDDI : The fire
shall not be sparked from within but out-
side. The fire will start from outside.

[English)

Sir, a mention was made hcre about
the rally which was organised here two days
ago. And it was -said that we can bring
not 10 lakhs but 20 lakhs.

[ Translation]

Who has prevented you ? You certainly
bring them When a rally was organised
by you in May last, we saw that there were
as many trucks and lorries as there were
people in the rally. Yesterday I did not
find even a single lorry. It appeared as if...

(Interruptions)

SHRI BHAGWAT JHA AZAD : Did
the people come on foot all the way from
Andhra Pradesh and West Bengal ?

THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMENTARY
AFFAIRS AND THE MINISTER OF FOOD
AND CIVIL SUPPLIES (SHRI H.K.L.
BHAGAT) : You are not right. You are
not speaking the truth. You have not seen
the rally. The people in the rally...
(Interruptions)...I do not expect this from
Is this all that
you want to say-...(Inferruptions)

AN HON. MEMBER : You have been
a Congressman throughout your life,
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SHRI C. MADHAYV REDDI : What do
you expect from me ? If we speak, you
have problem and If we don’t speak, even
then you have problem. You will go on
speaking whereas we should not speak at
all. You want that you should go on
speaking whatever you wish and we should
not resist it or reply back.

SHRI H.K.L. BHAGAT : I expect good
be haviour from you. ! I want you to speak
politely.

SHRI C. MADHAYV REDDI : You have
yourself observed that i1t is all due to the
effect of the company that we keep. We
have gone wayward.

(Interruptions)

[English]

SHRI C. MADHAY REDDI : Sir, a
mention as about the economic situation in
the country. Every speaker said that the
economic situation is very bright. There
ir a lot of progress and industrial produc-
tion has gone up to 9.5 per cent. Prime
Minister put it at 16 or 17 per cent. I do
not know where he got the figures from
but your own figures show that the indus-
trial production has gone up by 9} per
cent. But what is the production this year
and what is the growth rate ? When I said
Hindu growth rate, you were trying to
make a point out of this giving it a com-
munal angle. This i1s unfortunate. 1 have
not said it, It is the economist who said :

[ Translation)

Hindu society s static, and not dyna-
mic. It has been static for thousauds of
years. Similarly, our growth rate has been
static at 3,5 per cent. It has not gone
beyond that. That is what is meant by
Hindu growth rate.

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : That is what
I was emphasising.

[English]

You are using a derogatory term for a
majo: community in the country and I
object to that. That is what I have said.
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SHRI C. MADHAV REDDI: I am
not using it ; it is already there in all the
textbooks

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : You have
not only used it yesterday, you again used
it today and it is on the record of the
House as to who has used it.

SHRI C. MADHAV REDDY : You
did not understand Mr, Prime Minister. I
have not coined the word. The word is

already used by all the economists.

[ Translation)

You can ask anybody. You can ask
about it from Shri Jha, who is your econo-
mic advisor. He will explain it to you,

[ English]

Coming to the question of deficit
financing, the Prime Minister made a
solemn promise last year while presenting
the Budget. As a Finance Minister he pre-
sented the Budget He made a very solemn
promise that the deficit will not increase.
He said that the deficit will not increase
and that he would not like the deficit to
go beyond what is projected. What was
projected ? It was projected Rs. 5,688
crores. He made a solemn assurance to
this House that the figure will not go up.
But what is the deficit today ? I am not
talking of the projections. 1 will ask the
Finance Mmster to tell me what is the
deficit today, as on date Your RDI
credit to the Government of India is the
actual deficit and I would like to know what
is it 7 The figure shows that already there
is a deficit of Rs. 8,637 crores, not with-
standing the supplementary demands that
we have passed only a few days ago.

This is the actual position.
hon. members from
destabilisation.  The
that this motion
with a view to
Government. Does that mean that the
mntion to express lack of confidence is
going to destabilise the nation ? Why are
you afraid of it ? A ‘no coafidence’ motion
is an accepted genuine weapon in the hands
of the Opposition. There is no question

Sir, many
that side spoke of
argument was

was  brought
destabilise the
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of destabilisation of the country ; defeating
the Government is not destabilising the
nation. You feel that if the Congress is
not there, there will be chaos in the country
beccuse the alternative or oppositioa to
Congress is not there. That was how the
English people used to say that once they
left India, there would be chaos.

[ Transiation]

There was a French Emperor who used
to say :

[English)

“‘After me, deluge.”

| Tradslation]

There is a similar proverb in Telugu
also which carries the same meaning.

[ English)

Why do you think that there is no
alternative to Congress. We would be in
a position to unite once there is scope and
once there is an opportunity for us to do
so in no time as we had done before.

Shri Pant has said that the Prime
Minister has got a right to criticise the
Chief Minister.

[ Transiation)

We never said that he should not cri-
ticise. The Prime Minister criticises the
Chief Mtnisters and the Chief Ministers
also criticise. It is a regular feature at the
political level. There is nothing wrong
about it.

[ English)

But the campaign of disinformation which
is being carried out by the Central Govern-
ment is very wrong. That is what T want

to say.

[ Translation)

Shri Shiv Shanker told this House that
the Government of Andhra Pradesh did
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not give any account since 1983 till date.
As far as 1 know accounts
pertaining to the last 4 to 5 months i.c.
from April-May till date are not availabje
with you but the accounts for the remaining
period have been already sent to you. In
spite of that you say that the accounts do
not reach you from the State Government.
Who told you that the States do not send
the accounts ? 1 think there is nothing
wrong in asking for the details of the
drought relief that is spent. But this does
not mean that you continue to insist on
the accounts even from those States which
have already furnished it to you. That is
not fair. What do your Ministers do when
they visit Andhra Pradesh ? What does
for instance, Shri Shiv Shanker or other
Ministers or the Party Chief in the State
do there ? How much time do they spend
in Andhra Pradesh ? Shri Narayan Datt
Tewari had also gone there recently. He
is a gentleman. He went there, addressed
a meeting and came back. But what these
people do there Have they been given
Ministerial berths only to look after
Andhra Pradesh and de-stabilise the
Government there ? [ am sure that these
people go there for this purpose alone,
otherwise tney have nothing to do there.
They go there every second or third day.
What do they do there ? Do they have
and official work there ? They go there on
Government expense but the only work
that they do there is to propagate against
the State Government. They do not have
any other work there.

[ English]

It is said that this Government has
been signing various accords and it is a
great achievement. And I am happy that
they have signed the Accords to solve the
most difficult problems. Even though
these Accords have been signed with all
the good intentions, they have been signed
in haste, I must say. You have signed
these Accords in haste and you are now
repenting in leisure,

[ Translation]

Which of the Accords are you imple-
menting honestly ? ..(Interruptions).
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SHRI H.K.L. BHAGAT : Which is
that Accord which you did not welcome in
the House.

[ English)

You name one which you did not
unanimously welcome

 Taanisation)

SHRI C. MADHAV REDDI : I have
welcomed all the Accords.

SARI H.K.L. BHAGAT : You have
welcomed the Punjab Accord, the Mizoram
Accord and all other Accords.

SHRI C. MADHAV REDDI : I wel-
come them even today. [ have been wel-
coming every Accord What 1 meant to
say is that you sign the Accords but you
do not implement them.

[ English)
You repent it in leisure,

[ Trausiation]

Youdo it in a haste, You arein a
hurry that something should be done.

[English]

land yourself in

Ultimately you
difficulties.

[ Trauslation]

You mentioned about Sri Lanka.
[Englisk]

You land yourself in difficulties.

[English]

What nappched in Sri Lanka ? Today
you have committed the nation to the
extent of about 10 to 15 crores of rupees
per month in expenditure, We do not
know when that expenditure is going to go.
I would warn you that like the Syrian
Army in Lebanon which came from Syria
to keep peace you have to be there for
many-many years. You have committed a
nation to such a huge expenditure when
people are dying here due to drought apd

faming.
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[ 7vansiation]

You never thought at that time that you
are taking a wrong step. You had to reach
an accord and you did so, but now you are
in a dilemma as to what should be done.

[ English)

You are not able to extiicate yourself.

{ Transtation]

Now I want to say something about
corruption. We never said that you
indulged in corruption. You have your-
self laid in the House that neitber you nor
any of your family members ever indulged
in corruption. It is good that everyone is
you have admitted it, We ‘telieve that
everyone is honest

[ English)

I think that everybody is honest unless
the contrary is proved.

[ Transiation)

We never said that you are corrupt,
But we have surely said, and say it even
now, and will continue to say that people
have starting suspeing you because “al]
kinds of tales are going round and there
is circumstantial evidence against you,
People feel that there s something fishy ..
(Interruptions)...Why ? Because they have
been told by the people from Sweden who
are here these days, that there are three
such companies which have received money
amounting to Rs 82 crores or Rs. 62
crores  Which are those companies ? Are
those foreign companies ? They also told
the names of those companies

[English)

These names are with you. Yesterday,
Mr. Pant pointed out that how do you
know that these names have not been
passed on to the Committee.

[ Transiation)

May be you have passed on the name
to the Committee, :
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[English]

I do not dispute that, We de not know
about it. How do you know ? He was
telling that

THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE (SHRI
K.C. PANT) : You can know by joining
the Committee.

SHRI C. MADHAV REDDI : 1his is
too late in the day now. [ can say that.

(Interruptions)

SHRI RAJIYV GANDHI : It is not too
late. If you want, we can bring another
resolution, increase the size of the Com-
mitteec and you can join.

SHRI C. MADHAV REDDI : | want
to inform you that this Committee will
serve no purpose.

| Transiation|

I want to submit that it is a useless
Committee We have always said that it is
a faicc, it is a mere eye-wash and it will
not scrve any purpose. There is nothing
in it. What shall the Committee enquire
into? The only thing which you have to
do is to get the names of those three com-
panies and those behind 1t  This infor-
mation is already with you. What can
an enqguiry or a Committce do ? You
can get this information. Why did you
not get it ? These are bogus companies.
Nobody has ever heard their name. These
are bogus companins managed by those
people who have received money and
passed it on to some onc here, We do not
know to whom they have passed it
on. You are not bothered to tell or to find
it out. Wdy do not you enquire about it ?
Instead of enquiring you have handed i*
over to the Committee, What will the
Committec do and what will we do by
knowing about it ? Had we been in the
Committee...(Interruptions).

SHRI K.C. PANT : You had asked
that the investigating agencies should help
the Committee. We have provided them
the investigating agencies on your recom-
mendation only ..(Interruptions).

SHRI H.K.L. BHAGAT : If you re-
member, the demand for setting up the
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Committ came from the oppposition (Inter-
ruptions)...

SHRI C. MADHAV REDDI : The
terms and conditions of the <Committee are
such that it has become useless and can
not function at all. Nor can we people
join and work in it. Therefore I submit

[English)

before the bar of this House, before
the bar of the people, this Government
stands accused, its failure proved, and
there is no reason for me to withdraw the
Motion which we have given notice of ;
and I want that this should be taken up
for the vote of the House.

MR. SPEAKER ; The question is :

“That this House expresses its
want of confidence in the Council
of Ministers *’

Tee motion was negatived

MR. SPEAKER The House now
stands adjourned till 4.30 p.m.

15.57 brs.

The Lok Sabha adjourned till

Thirty Minutes past Sixteen of the Clock.

The Lok Sabha re-essembled at
thirty-six minutes past Sixteen of
the Clock.

[MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER in the
Chair)

[English]

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Now we
take up the Private Members’ Business.
Shrimati Usha Rani Tomar.

COMMITTEE ON  PRIVATE
MEMBEBS’ BILLS AND
RESOLUTIONS

Forty fifth Report
[ Translation)

SHRIMATI USHA RANI TOMAR
(Aligarb) : Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I bog
to move :—



