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The Prime Minister and Minister of
External Affairs ang Minister of
Atomic Energy (Shri Jawaharlal
Nehru); Mr. Speaker, Sir, during this
fairly long debate on the President's
Address many matters have been
mentioned and a great deal of ground
has been covered. Just prior to my
getting up, the hon. Member who was
speaking said something about com-
munity development schemes, sume-
thing very derogatory to their working
—that is, money being wasted upon
them. May I take that up, to begin
with, and say a few words about it?

I was surprised to hear him sav that
and to quote from somebody whom 1
do not know. Anyhow. the commu-
nity development schems has develop-
€d into something different and much
bigger—that is, panchayati raj—and I
would venture to say that one of the
most hopeful things in India today
s panchayati raj and, connected with
it, the community development. I do
not mean to imply that all its working
all over India is perfect or even good.
We will have to remember the extent
of it, the vastness of the demain cover-
ed by it, and there could be little
doubt that in many places it has not
eome up to expectations. It may be
that it was the hon. Member's mis-
fortune to visit some of these places
where it has not done well. But this
panchayati raj or community develop-
ment scheme touches the very basic
problem in India; that is, 1 should say,
to rouse up the hundreds of millions
of our peonple who live in rural areas,
to make their minds worc different-
~ly. Tt is a terribly diffcu’t thing ta
change people’s minds. ¥ven here, if
I may with great respect sax se, I find
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it very difficult, even in obvious mat-
ters, to change the minds of some
hon. Members of the Opposition, Peo-
ple have a way of sticking in old
ruts. A thing may be past and gone,
and yet they do not realise the changes
that have taken piace. Now, we
having lived for—I do not know—
thousands of years as people and
attached to various habits—the farmer
in the way he ploughs ang the way he
lives and all that, and others too—
it is a very difficult task. And yet,
that is the basic task ir India. Not
all the fa_ctories we put in India cam
solve the problem; they will help te
the extent the factories wil] help the
farmer to change his mind.

That is the basic task set before
community development and pancha-
yati raj, to develop in the people the
spirit of self-reliance and 3 new think-
ing of the new ways anJd understand-
ing of the new world. After consider-
ing the whole problem as hundred per
cent in India, if we succeed 25 or 30
per cent in India, it is apn amazing
success, because it covers hundreds of
millions of people, and 1t has the seeds
in it of greater success to come. There-
fore, let us by all means try to find
out how to improve these things, but
to run them down means running
down something that holds the grea-
test promise in India.

Now, Sir, in this debate many
things have been touched upon and
referred to, but the major things in-
evitably have been Chinese aggres-
sion and economic development—the
two are-connected; I think everyone
begins to realise more and more.

The hon. Members opposite have
harped back to the Colombo proposals.
They have not got over their distaste
of them—I put it mildly, they have
used stronger language. We had a
long debate a little over a month ago
in this House, and after that debate
we took some action. But hon. Mem-
bers still cannot get out of the rut of
thougl:t in which they have got them-
selves into, and still discuss it as if we
were discussing it a monuth ago. Much
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has happened (n the month. After
this debate we accepted them formai-
1y and informed the Colombu powers
accordingly. Yet, hon. Members go
on saying that it was something dis-
t_mnou:able that we did, by which I
presume they imply a great majority
of this House belonging not only to
one party but severa] parties acted
dishonourably or were foolish enough
not to distinguish beiwcen  honour
ang dishonour or were afraid. I do
think, this way of thinking and talk-
ing shows the extremely limited out-
look of the hon. Members who spoke
these. And, that is my difficulty. We
stick to something not seeing  the
consequences that flow
seeing that things have happened and
we remain stuck to certain opinions
that we formed probably wrongly to
begin with and so wa confirm our-
selves in wrongness. It is unfortu-
nate, because we live at a time when
great speed of thought is necessary,
great speed of action is necessary,
great appreciation of changes made in
the world reactions. I 4o not pretend
to say—how can I—that my Govern-
ment or I do not make mistakes. We
make any number of mistakes, but I
do venture to say that, partly, not
because of any special virtne in us
but because we are responsible, we
are in positions of responsibility we
have to react to events, we have to
watch them carefully and try to do
the best that lies in our power.

1 have often repeated and I repeat
again to this House, that we have to
realise that we live in an extra-
ovdinary age, an extra-ordinary age
Ws the sense of changes. Well, the
world has always been changing and
no particular generation has been able
tn stop the process of change. But,
a4 times the changes are much swifter,
much faster, a process started not to-
day but some two hundred vears ago.
which is called the industrial revolu-
tion.

That too was a successor pf other
<hangos in the mind, but that brought

from it, not.
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about great changes, and that has con-
tinueq at an ever faster pace. And
we, after our independsnce came to
the conclusion that it was quite essen-
tial for us to catch up with these
changes—not every change, some
changes may be bad in the world, but
the basic change I am saying—and
industrialise our country. There was
no other way to meet the problems
that confronted us—economic pro-
blems, social problems and, if yom
like, military problems. Well, there
is no strength in the nation unless it
is industrialised, unless it takes ade
vantage of modern science and techno-
logy.

That was the basic thing. We have
to get out of our ruts. And, of alt
pecple—I do not say of all people, I
do not know of all people. but, broad-
ly speaking, almost of ali peopie -we
in India who have many wvirtues have
alsp one drawback or failing, and that
is we stick to certain ruts of ideas.

Shri Ranga: And dogmas also.

Shri Jawaharlal Nehrn: The result
is that somsiimes, rather often we be-
come left in history. We know our
own history and how we have been
left in this changing world and others
have advanced beyond us, in spite of
the fact that the heritage we had was
magnificient, very great. We mixed
up that heritage, which was very great,
with all manner of things, cobwebs
and other things, which are attached
to that heritage, So, while we almos§
forgot the rea]l heritage, we stuck to
those additiong to it.

Now, we have to realise that we
have to consider every problem in the
context of today, not g‘) on repeating
parrot-like something that may sound
very good but which has no relation
to the facts of today. We have to live
in the modern world, we have to face
the modern problems in the modern
way, keeping our ancient heritage bud
in the modern way. Of course, no-
body here would suggest that we
ghould go to the frontier and fight the
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Chinese with bows and arrows; obvi-
ously not. Yet, there are such minds
which think along the lines of bows
and arrows in the modern world and
do not get out of it. Come people,
who are disgusted with things as they
are today, want to change them, But
how to change them? They want to
retuin ty some medieval period in
hisiory or still more ancient period as
if that is possible. Nobody can go
back to history., Ome can learn from
the past; one cannot repeat the past.

So, we live today at 3 moment of
extraordinary changes and one would
have thought that the great and terri-
ble experiences that all of us have
had in the last two months because of
the Chinese aggression and invasion
would have shaken us up. Some hon.
Members accuse our Government of
complacency. Well, I am po good
judge of it. I cannot speak for this
government or for myself, but one
thing on which we are certain is that
we are not complacent; that is my
view, We may make mistakes, any
number of them, but how can anyone
who has to shoulder responsibilities
and take great decisions at a moment
of crisis be complacent? He may
make mistakes, he may take wrong
decisions, but he cannot be complacent.
It szems to me that complacency con-
sists ip repeating the same thing re-
gardless of events, regardless of fac-
tors, regardlesy of the context in
which we do it. That is the grievance
I have, to some extent, when those
matters are considered in that un-
changed way. It really amazes me—
to talk about the Colombo proposals,
to hear hon. Members wax eloquent
about a thing which is over and done
with.

Shri Ranga: Are they dead? Let us
be clear about it. What is the good
of saying it over and over again?

Mr. Speaker: Order, order.

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: They are
not dead.

Shri Ranga: There you are.
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Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: And ihey
cannot die.

Shri Range: Ag long ag we live.

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: In spite of
the hon. Member's speeches or dis-
likes, things have happened. Since
then, we have accepted them, and we
have accepied them because a great
majority of this House approved of
them. A great majority of this House
approved of them because a great
majority of this House have previously
approved of another proposal that we
have made about the 8th September
position, and it follows naturally, If
some hon, Members are left gut in the
cold and cannot keep pace with otherg
it is not my fault.

Shri Range: November 14th is still
alive, The resolution that we passcd
on that day was a unanimous resoli-
tion. It is not to be upset.

Mr. Speaker: Order, order. The
discussiop, lasted five days. Members
of all parties have said what they
wanted  They have criticised the
Government and said that they do not
approve of the policies of the Govern-
ment. Now the reply ig coming. Let
us hear it.

Shri Range: We will always refer
to their mistakes.

Mr. Speaker: Order, order. He will
have patience,

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: I am sorry
the hon, Member, whom I respect
greatly, although I completely and
absolutely disagree with his mental
thinking, is somewhat I unfortunately
lost in the backwoods and he cannot
even see the clear light of the sum,

Shri Ranga: The only thing is that
I am not an ostrich. I know where the
ostrich is.

Mr. Speaker: Order, order.

Shri Hem Barua (Gauhati): The
hon. Prime Minister has invited that.

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: I will there-
fore venture to say that I hope and
wish to deal with a few points raised
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by hon. Members, but I want to carry
this argument g little further because
we must have clear thinking, above
all at this moment of crisis,

We have had this tremendous ex-
perience, an experience which shakes
up a nation and which did shake us
up, It has shaken us up angd let us at
least profit by it by remaining
wide awake. I do not mean to
deny that we, as a Government,
or if 1 may say sp with al] res-
pect, this Parliament or the people as
a whole have been rather out of touch
someimes with reality in the past. I
ventured to say so throe days aftor
the Chinese massive invasion in a
broadcast that I delivered. But,
nevertheless, we have tp think what
the problem is, in what context it is
specially when we talk about militavy
matters. It is obvious that no victo-
rieg on the Dbattlefield are won by
speeches there or here. Other things
have to be prepared for victories in
the normal course,

Obiviously, the twp major things
before us are this Chinese invasion
and, in a sense comnected with it and
with our thinking, the economic deve-
lopment of the country. Economic
development ig intimately connected
with it because nothing else can
strengthen us. Hon Members may
think that help from other countries
will strengthen us, That is correct
but only in a measure. It is correct
that it does strengthen us, but even
1o use that help we have to have eco-
nomic development; and, anyhow, one
cannot live in the hopes of continuous
streams of help coming to us year after
year and decade after decade. At
some time or other we have to build
our own strength., with the help of
otherg ag we are doing, but neverthe-
less it must be our strength. That
strength consists in advancement in
science and technology which should
be applied to all our processes, agri-
cultural, industrial etc, That is a basic
thing. The two are connected—all
elze are either parts of this or are of
secondary importance—that is, firstly,
the immediate issue of the Chinese

FEBRUARY 27, 1963

Address by the 1314
President

aggression and how to meet it or repel
it and, secondly, development in the
country.

We have had this question of deve-
lopment before us ever since we be-
came independent. Everybody has it
Every country has it. Yet, there ig a
difference, There are many countries
round-about us here in Asia or Africa
who talk about development and seek
help from other developed countries
but who have no consciously regulated
view of development, Consciously
regulated view means roughly a plan-
ned appreoach to it. The planning may
be slightly wrong or right, but a
planned approach means & logical,
reasonable approach, an  approach
to which, unfortunately, the ledn-
ed Acharya opposite me does not
agree. That ig just it. I am glad that
we had agreement about this matter
at least. But that is the whole basie
of my argument, that is, that the one
thing that is absolutely essential in
and developing country now—it is ad-
mitted by almost every intelligent
person in this country or maybe in
other countries—is that planned ap-
proach is essential, The nature of the
planning may slightly differ here and
there, but the major facts of planning
are the same.

When we plan we may consult
others, We consult experts from Ame-
rica, from England, from Russia and
from countries that are capitalist, soei
list or communist we consult them.
Apart from certain basic differences,
nevertheless, when we come to later
things to be done, it is quite extra-
ordinary how they agree, because once
they get out of their ideological diffe-
rences and conflicts, they have to consi-
der it from the scientific point of
view of a planned approach. It will
surprise hon. Members, we have had
all manner of persons coming from
dozens of countries in the world, emi-
nent technicians, eminent statisticians
and the like, some of them professors
in communist countries, in Poland,
ete., some of them professors in Ame-
rican Universities and others. And
vet, when they have sat down together
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with us, they have, broadly, generally
speaking, made the same obseervations
and pointed out the same mistakes
that we have committed. Because,
today, we are slightly, not wholly, get-
ting out of that old habit from which
the world has suffered and from which
some hon, Members opposite suffer
greatly, of thinking that the world is
confined to communists and anti-com-
munistg and nothing else. The fact is
that the world today ig a scientific
world. There is no such thing—I hope
even Prof. Ranga will agree—as com=
munist or capitalist chemistry or a
communist or capitalist gun or mor-
tar. There is no such thing. It is a
product of science and technology.

Shri Ranga: There is the Lysenko
system,

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: Today, al-
most all the things that we use in the
worlg from day to day are products
of science and technology which is
the same whether the approach is
eommunist or capitalist. There is dif-
ference, of course, in other matters
beiween communism and capitalism.
Basically, the thing is, the world we
Live in is a scientific world, resulting
in technology and all that. Because
it is a scientific world, any approach
that you make must be hased on
science. Otherwise, you lose yourself
in the quagmire of illogic and lack of
reason. Every country that ig consi-
dered a strong country today is, nor-
mally speaking, a prosperous country,
a developed country. That is, a deve-
loped country is both g prosperous
eountry and a strong country, rela-
tively strong country from the point
of view of military affairs. You can-
not be strong unless you are techno-
Jogically, industrially, scientifically
developed. Some may be more strong
than others, That is a different mat-
ter. That is the basis of it That
development has to take place. It
cannot be imposed upon one. You
cannot give a gun to me and make
me developed. T may use the gun and
do some damage with it. But, until I
g0 through the process of manufactur-
ing the gun, and lots of people do that,
8 gun is not sq useful ag it might
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otherwise be, That we have &

develop. That s the whole essence

even from the military point of view

of our Five Year Plans and the like.

Behind military strength lies a
developing nation, lies developing
science and technology. That is why
the very month or 2 or 3 months after
we became independent, we laid stress
on the development of science and
started a fine magnificent series of
national laboratories, national institu-
tes which cover the country today and
which have put India in a fairly ad-
vanced position in the ranks of scienti-
fic and progressive countries. That
is the bagis. Technology comes from
that You have got technological
institutes. It is not putting up a mill
here or a mill there. That is not in-
dustrialism. That may result in the
man who owns it making a lot of
money. That is a different matter.
That is not industrialism We have to
develop a mentality among our hund-
reds of millions of people which comes
from industrialism, a mentality where-
by they will use Better ploughs and
the rest. We have to have specially
trained people in wvast numbers.
Therefore, it may sound rather odd, te
fight the Chinese, we have to encour-
age this process as much as possible.
As 1 have ventured to say previously,
this Chinese menace ig not a thing of
today or tomorrow or the day after.
It is a long-term thing, because I
should like hon. Members to remember
that this is, historically speaking, a
tremendous development; this conflict
of China and India is a very big thing
for India and for Asia and for the
world even. 1 should like it to be
seen in that perspective and we should
be prepared for that perspective. That
does not mean that we think of what
is going to happen five or ten years
later and forget our duty today. It is
a continuing duty—That is what T am
trying to point out,—from today om-
wards, and, therefore, we must not
think of finding some sudden enlution
of it by some magic wand or =ome
magic help that we may receive to
put an end to it. We want all the
“~'n we can and we shall try to get
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it, and we are irying to get it; there
is no argument about it. But the fact
remains that real strength can only

come from inner growth, and we must
keep that in mind,

‘Therefore, this war situation that we
have to face is intimately allied to
the other problem, that is, of develon-
ment in the country, The President
has been pleased to point out that
these are the two major problems; and
development, of course, is necessary
anyhow, war or no war. We want a
prosperous country, but because of
thig war situation that becomes doub-
ly important. Some people, without
thinking, without clearly thinking,
seem to think that because there is a
war situation, therefore, we must al-
low the developmental part to be put
on the background. They are utterly
absolutely wrong, for, that is the real
fundamental way of strengthing
yourself tp meet the situation.

Shri Ranga: Nobody has said that.
It is only your socialist plap that we
object to. You do not want to give
up your dogmas even in thig crisis.

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: I have of-
ten felt inclined that there are many
institutions in Delhi or some institu-
tions for the Members of the Opposi-
tion to go to and learn what the
modern world is, (Interruptions)

Shri Hem Barua: On a point of
order (Interruptions)

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath (Hosh-
angabad): He is the Leader of {he
House, and if he will lead the way,
we shall follow him. He is the leader
of the biggest party. Let him show
the way and we shall follow him.

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: I have al-
ways considered myself a student, and
I still consider myself a student.

Bhri Hari Vishnu Kamath: We are
with you in that,

Bhri Ranga: He does not realise his
mastake Has goas on repeating 1t. He
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seems to think that he alone jg the
sanest person

Shri Hem Barma: If he thinks him-
self a student then we would like to
go with him, to these institutions.
Why should he isolate us® (Interrup-
tions)

Mr. Speaker: There are lessons to be
learnt here, and let us all try to learn
them,

Shri Hem Barua: Does he mean
institutions like the Udyog Bhavan
and the Vigyan Bahavan? :

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: Without

his company it would be uninterest-
ing.

Shri Ranga: I suppose that even
there he would be the leader.

Shri Nath Pai: Today's performance
is more than that of a professor tuo &
student.

Shri Priya Gupta: Better a lecturer
than a student.

Shri Hem Barua: Does he mean the
Udyog Bhabhan and the Vigyan Bha-
van?

Mr. Speaker: Order, order,
that is being repeated.

Again

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: A grave
crisis has overtaken us. That is evi=-
dent. The question that arises, a very
important question, is whether the
basic policies that we have pursued
have weakened us to face this crisis
or strengthened us, I am not referring
to all manner of mistakes we may have
made or weakenesses that Government
or the administration may have shown
I am talking about the basic policies
that we have pursued because if they
are wrong, if they have weakened us,
then obviously we should change them,
and change them considerably.

Now, what are these basic policies?
In the domestic field, we have follow-
ed a course, as | have, said, of planned
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development. I have already referred
to it and I would beg to say that that
planned development has had an objec-
tive before it, as stated right in the
preamble of our Constitution, of pro-
moting justice, social, economic and
palitical.

Shri Priya Gupta (Katihar): And
ocumulatively falling national income?

Mr. Speaker: Can he not contain
himself?

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: It is extra-
ardinary how the truth of my words
is evidenced so frequently by what
hon. Members opposite say.

Shri Hari Vishny Eamath: He is

the Leader of the House. He looks
happy.
Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: If wou

analyse social justice, it means justice
for all, equal opportunity for all
thereby releasing the pent-up ener-
gies of a whole people so that they
may take their place ag equals with
others. Social justice has no place at
all in it for feudalism and relics of
feudalism. It has no place for many
other things that we have to put up
with today, the great discrepancies in
people’s conditions and opportunities.
But anyhow, I am for the moment not
talking about what we have failed in
achieving, but rather about our poli-
cies. Our policy of social justice in-
evitably leads to some structure which
should be called socialism.

Shri Ranga: No, Sir.

Shri Surendranath Dwivedy (Ken-
drapara): It is a lone voice in the
country.

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: I am not,
again, speaking of socialism as some
fixed, dogmatic, doctrinaire system,
but, broadly speaking, of what flows
drom that concept. Therefore, our
objective has been socialism or a
socialist structure of society leading
to equal opportunities for all, and =a
measure of affluence for all, 8 measure
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of prosperity for all. Any sensitive
man will feel it is scandaious—we
may not act up to it—that some of us
should be rich and prosperous and
others should starve or should lead
miserable lives. Any social system
which permits that or which encour-
ages that is definitely bad. There is
no good looking back to the medieval
times or to more ancient times to
justify it by some saying or evidence.

Therefore, in the domestic field, our
policy has been, first, of course, better-
ing the lot of our people—a welfare
state—but aiming at social justice and
socialism so as to give equal oppor-
tunities to all. Apart from the justice
of it, the rightness of it, there is no
other way, because once you give
people political democracy, their
minds begin to wake up. They do not
submit to much that they submitted
to previously. They make demands.
So social problems arise. They make
demands which we cannot fulfil, un-
less we change the social structure to
some extent,

These have been our planned ap-
proaches towards socialism, It is true
that we have attached great import-
ance to democracy. But that very
concept of democracy which we have
adhered to or which we will adhere
to tell us that democracy is not com-
plete by merely remaining a political
democracy. It has to become an eco-
nomic democracy; only then demo-
cracy is complete. Therefore, again
we come back to the idea] of
a socialist structure of society.
Ang this can only be achiev-
ed in the modern world or in any
world with the help of science and
technology. 1 do not call it socialism
for everybody to be poor and starving,
everybody to have the same lack of
opportunity. ‘That is not socialism or
advance. Therefore, the only way to
achieve this is through science and
technology and to direct the products
of science and technology into right
channe's so as to benefit the large
mass of the people. Therefore, 1 sub-
mit that the policy that we have pur-
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sued of a planned approach to this
end, to this desired end, is right in
the domestic field,

The foreign field, however much we
may discuss it from time to time, is
after all secondary to the domestic
fleld. It becomes primary suddenly
when there is an attack or aggression
on us, or when something happens to
work us up—that is a different mat-
ter—but generally, the domestic field
governs the foreign field. If we are
prosperous in this country, if we are
strong, our voice is heard everywhere.
If we are failures in our own country,
nobody listens to us. Therefore, ulti-
mately it is the domestic field that
ecounts. But domestic policy and
foreign po'icy are more or lessg tied
up. It is absured to have a domestic
policy which differs completely from
the ends of the foreign policy.

In foreign policy we have ventured
to lay stress, considerable stress, on
peace, peace in the world. I would
submit that that was right, and that
is right. That does not become wrong
because the Chinese Government be-
lieves in war. The Chinese Govern-
ment believes in many things which
are utterly wrong. They have stray-
ed away from every canon of inter-
national behaviour, from their owm
bigh civilization which they have
pushed away. Therefore, we stood for
peace and for co-operation with all
nations. That simply means that we
cannot co-operate with somebody who
will not co-operate with us, but we
are prepared to co-operate, to be
friends with other countries T 1
may respectfu'ly say so, some paople,
quite a number of people, have said
something to the effect that we are
isolated in the world. What that
means I do not know. I know some-
thing of the world, too, and 1 think
the position is quite the reverse. There
is hardly a country which is so much
honoured as India anywhere. I do
mot mean to gay that we are not criti-
c1sed—we are criticised, and there is
much to criticise in this country as
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in any other country—but we are
honoured, and we are honoured prima-
cipally and chiefly, apart from our an~-
cient heritage, because of the memory
of Gandhiji, and secondly because, to
a small extent, I do not say more tham
a small extent, we have endeavour-
ed, according to our dim lights, te
follow that—not completely, of course,
I admit that; we cannot, in the cir-
cumstances. But they have seen that
we have put noble ideal before our-
selves and we work up to them.

We have adhered to the democratic
method and vet tried to do things
which no democracy, working through
democratic methods, has tried to do
yet. It is a new, novel example im
the world's history that India hag
been trying to do—i.e., build herself
up by planned economy, planned ap-
proaches, and yet retain the democra-
tic method.

So, we are by no means friendless
in the world We have plenty of
friends, but though we may have
many friends, each country decides it@
foreign policy not on high principle,
but on material interests. That is
what we see round about India, im
the countries surrounding wus, how
their policies have changed, often unm-
fortunately very wrongly changed,
not because of any principle. In fact,
the thing that is obvious is that the
changes that have taken place are.
whol'y without principle, But one
cannot measure one's own policies by
the failures of others to adhere to any
principle. As a result of the policy
pursued in regard to other countries,
it was inevitable, both because of our
background and practical considera~
tions of today, that we should have =
policy of non-alignment which is
largely accepted by this House, 1 be-
lieve and even by many hon Mem-
bers on the opposite gide. I would ex-
plain again non-alignment, Simply,
put in a different language, it is free-
dom of action. Non-alignment is no#
anything else but a measure of inde-
pendence and freedom of action and
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complete friendship with other coun-
tries. It does seem to me essentially
right. It is odd that when we started
talking about this policy of non-align-
ment many Years ago, we were among
the very few countries mentioning it.
Gradually in the course of these ten
aor a dozen years a large number of
countries have adopted it—chiefly the
newly independent countries. Because
it seemed to them the right attitude
for a newly independent country to
adopt and it came naturally to them.
But what is more important is this
The people and the countries that
looked rather askance at this policy
of ours to begin with gradually be-
gan to appreciate it and we had arriv-
ed at a stage when a'most everybody,
every country that counts appreciates
that policy. I do not mean to say
that they appreciate it so far as they
are concerned; they may be members
of power blocs. But situated as we
are, they appreciated it The only
extra-ordinary thing is that some peo-
ple, some hon. Members, like in other
matters, still disagree with us. They
disagree with the whole world and
they will continue in the rut of
thought into which they have got by
some peculiar process reasoning or
lack of reasoning.

Shri Ranga: We remain in isolation
and we do not recognise it today.

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: These are
the two major domestic policies that
we have pursued and I venture to say
that they were right and they are
right and they will continue to be
right in the changing world. Take
mon-alignment The mere fact that it
gives us freedom of action does not tie
us and we can adopt to a changing
world. Now, here is a country, our
neighbour country, Pakistan which,
inspite of being very much aligned is
wandering about all over the p'ace
without any principle or any adher-
ence to anything worthwhile, It was
axtra-ordinary.

Shri Rangn: Has India fresdom of
dhoice?

PHALGUNA 8, 1884 (SAKA)

Address by the 1324
President
Shri Tyagi: My hon. friend wants

to be aligned bothways ... (Inter-
ruptions.)
Shri Ranga: Yes. She is playing

with two; there is no bigamy there.

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: So, I de
venture to say that the policies we
have pursued in both these important
fields are right. Events have shown
them to be right. They are right im
principle, theoretically but practical-
ly they have been shown to be right
and therefore, we must adhere to
them, both in the domestic and in the
foreign field.

Opinions may differ as to the pre-
gress made by us in those policies, [
venture to say that in both these, pro-
gress has been considerable. In the
domestic field no doubt many of us
would have liked to have gone faster.
But we have to work. It is not mere~
ly a question of Government's func-
tioning or this Parliament functioning
and fine speeches being made and re-
solutions passed. It is after all de-
pendent on the mass of the people
working, mass of the people wunder-
standing the position and working im
that direction. Of course, we this
Parliament and the Government have
to give a lead and help the process
But essentially we have to set the
whole nation working, whether it is
for war or peace or for both. I think
that it is easy to say that we have not
succeeded in many things, that we
have not progressed as we ought
to have progressed. But never-
theless, the progress that we have
made in these last dozen years has
been quite remarkable. It would have
brer, remarkable even if we had
made no such progress, compared to—
(Interruption),

Shri Harl Vishnu Kamath: He iw
speaking in paradoxes.

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: I shall ex-
plain myself. The mere fact of our
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" [Shri Jawaharlal Nehru]

continuing as a democratic entity,
functioning as a democratic entity, in
spite of all the storms and stresses
that we have gone through, is itself
remarkable, 1f, in addition to that,
we measure the progress of any
eountry roundabout us, in Asia or
Africa, one might see the difference.
*We have had democratic structures
‘being replaced by coup d'etats or re-
~volutionary violence into autocracies,
into authoritarianism, into something
that we consider very undesirable.
This is happening, has happened all
over, So, this comparison itself brings
to light what we have achieved.

If we agree to these basic principles
and policies, what we have to do to-
day is to examine not the principles,
because they are proved to be right,
but the implementation of those prin-
eiples; it is in the implementation that
we have often failed, and the imple-
mentation requires a great deal of
eapacity to work for millions of
people as well as the capacity
to leag hundreds of thousands
Tt is 3 difficult business. We have
%0 create, if we want to develop
industrially, a strong industrial base;
4hat is, not merely odd factories here
and there, but a strong, logically-orga=-
miged industrial base out of which
wother things come. We have built a
good part of the base, not comp'ete by
any means, but we are on the way to
fts completion; probably in another
gix, seven or eight years we would
have made enough progress to stand
to a large extent on our own feet
*That is the theory behind it, and in-
evitablv that would have made us
even from the point of view of mili-
dary necessities more or less indepen-
dent; not entirely but more or less. 1
mention this merely to say that there
i=s no gquestion of being prepared for
war except by going through this pro-
eess, The other process is getting a
Jarge number of weapons of war from
other countries, buying them or get-
4ing them without payment or on easy
payment system. When a crisis occurs
<ne does that and we are doing it
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today. But it is not strength. We
must realise that even ammunition
required for these weapons is a crush-
ing burden, continually to get ammu-
nition, unless you manufacture them
here. So we have essentially to
build up our industrial machine which
becomes, when the need arises, a
war machine. And meanwhile we
have to rely for whatever things we
need on what we can get from out=
side. That i= what we are trying to
do.

There is one thing I would like to
say about the response of our people
to the Chinese invasion. We have all
described it as a wonderful and spon-
taneous response, But what lies be-
hind it? Why did they respond in
that way? You may say, it is because
of the love of the country. That is
true; but, even that means that they
have got the concept of the country.
Why should people near Cape Como-
rin respond with great fervour to this
invasion in the far north-east of
Irdia? It is because they have got that
concept of India in their minds. It
is a very fine thing; you must realise
it. Further, it is because the chal-
lenge is made to the India of today;
that is to say, however much they
may criticise the India of today and
the Government of today, they appre-
ciate what has happened to India in
the last 10 or 12 years, which they
are not prepared to lose. It means
that. Otherwise, there are only a few
intellectuals who get warmed up by
some theory. But the common people
visualise these things as not merely
theoretical, but practical things and
they responded in this magnificent
way, because, if I may say so, they
appreciated what had been done im
India since independence and they
did not want to lose it.

Shri Hem Barua (Gauhati): It is
all self-praise.

Shri Ranga: In spite of you, they
have united,
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Shri Nath Pai (Rajapur): You are
demeaning that magnificent response
by claiming partisan credit for it.

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: It is not
a party affair at all.

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: 1 did not
venture to say it is a party affair.

Shri Nath Pai: You are giving it
that colour.

Shri Ranga: Before we became free,
when we were getting united, there
was no Jawaharlal Nehru as Prime
Minister. He was only one of the
fighters for freedom. We all rallied
round you as well as Mahatma Gandhi.
But now you are only a Prime Minis-
ter and we know the result,

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: He is
still a fighter, I hope. (Interruption).

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: We have
to face a military problem. But if we
consider it as a purely military pro-
blem, we shall make a grave mistake.
It is a political problems also in the
larger context and therefore, from
both these points of view, military and
political, we have to prepare our peo-
ple and make them a nation armed
militarily and with clear ideas poli-
ticallv, Lack of political apprecia-
tion of the world we live in and of
our country will weaken the military
effort. Our people must feel that we
and they are labouring for a better
future for them, where every Indian
can have a chance and we have rid
ourselves of our terrible poverty. A
socialistic ideal is essential to create
that feeling among our people, apart
from its desirability otherwise. We
have made progress, but even now
there are reactionary elements in the
country, which confuse the issue and
make it more difficult to progress,

Hon. Members have asked, what are
we doing now about all this? I can-
oot easily go into the lists of what
we are doing in the military field,
what we are trying to build ourselves,
what factories we are putting up,
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what we are trying to get from others,
ete, partly because it would not be a
right thing for me to do so and partly
because I do not know what ultimate-
Iy we will get. We are getting many
things. There are many other things
we want, and we are trying our best
to get them. The main things that
we want are machines to build things
ourselves—aircraft, training for spe-
cial aircraft, etc. All those things we
want.

I need not say much about the ques-
tion of air umbrella. The other day
1 made a statement, So, I think it
should have made the position quite
clear. As it was thought—this busi-
ness of air umbrella—it seemed to me
quite a wrong thing, because it really
meant , if you analyse it in that way,
that we do not build anything import-
ant ourselves, anything worthwhile
ourselves and we rely on others to do
that job for us. That is a bad thing
both psychologically and actually, be-
cause at the end of the period, what--
ever they might have done, we re-
main as weak as we were., Secondly,
this impression in our people that
other people are going to do our job
is a bad impression. It weakens them
and creates a mentality which might
be called the Maginot-line mentality—
something like a protecting cover,
they are standing like chowkidars with
lathis ahead, we are free of thieves
or scoundrels coming in and we can
live happily. It is not a right menta-
lity to create, in any country, in the
people. Psychologically it is bad. But,
as I have said enough, we are trying
our utmost to get the assistance of
other friendly countries to give us
what we require, whether it i; in the
air or in the field.

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: May I
submit that the word “umbrella” it-
self with some of its former politieal
associations is an unhappy word?

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: I agree
with the hon. Member completely in
this matter,

Bhri Ranga: The word “umbrella™
has gone and “armada” bas come,
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Shri Jawabarlal Nehru: The hon
Member opposite, I think, in his
speech asked me, what he calls, some
particular questions for which he
wanted clear answers I do not know
how far I can give clear answers
%0 all his gquestions at present
moment. He asked me: “Are we
@t war with China or not?.
Well, obviously, in the techni-
eal sense we are not. That is obvi-
sus. But behind that technical sense
ke many other things. That is a diffe-
rent matter, and I might say that we
have entered into a period of conflict
with China which is going to be a
lengthy period which may occasional-
ly sometimes be actual war and at
other times not a war. But the con-
flict continues and we live on the
brink of it all the time  Therefore,
we have to be prepared for it all the
time—I do not know if that is an ade-
quate answer—and, we can never be
sure of what developments may take
place in the near future.

Shri Priya Gupta: Are we prepar-
ing for a war or for a conflict?

Bhri Ranga: We are living in an
emergency.

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: Whether it
# war or conflict the preparation is
the same.

Bhri Priya Gupta: 1 gee.

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: The pre-
paration is identical and, if I may add,
if it is negotiation, even then the pre-
paration is the same, because no nego-
tiation can take place, it has no value,
unless it has the strength behind it.

Bhri Priva Gupta: In respect of war
it is the same?

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: At the pre-
sent moment, so far as the present
position in these border areas is con-
eerned, we consider ourselves com-
pletely free to do what we like, to
send our forces where we like, but we
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do consider ourselves bound down to
some extent by the so-called Colombo
proposals—that is, having accepted
them we do not want to go beyond
them—not that the question arises at
all ...

Shri Ranga: That means they are
not dead,

Shri Hem Barma: But there was &
gap between the Chinese cease-fire
and the Colombo proposals. What did
you do during that gap?

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: I may ven-
ture to say that we consider ourselves
completely free to go into and imple-
ment the Colombo proposals as accept~
ed by us. That is not quite the same
as the Chinese view of the Colombo
proposals. Anyhow, these questions
do not actually arise at the present
moment. As I am telling you, our
army is free to do so. They have to
decide when to go where to go and
how to go. That is for them to decide.

Shri Nath Pai: That is not very
convincing, Basically, it is a political
decision. You are avoiding your res-
ponsibilities, Basically, the decision
is political. If you do not like to face
it, that is different. We cannot accepd
the position that it is a military deci-
sion. We fail to understand how to
move to the border is a military deci-
sion,

17 hrs.

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: The
Defence Minister has not a free hand,
1 believe,

Shri Jawaharial Nehru: The politi-
cal decision has been made by us; I am
talking of the present moment; day
after tomorrow it may be different.
That is to say, in terms of the Colombo
proposals we can send our troops or
our forces anywhere. That is the
political decision Whether in those
terms the army sends them immediat-
ly, tomorrow or the day after is a
military decision.
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Shri Nath Pai: That is implemen-
tation.

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: Its imple-
mentation is up to the army.

Shri Ranga: May we seek a clari-
fication? He said that it is up to the
Army. Army is also a department of
this Government and there is a Cabi-
met Minister in charge of that. Are
we to understand that the army and
the Cabinet Minister are free to take
any decision and then go ahead? What
did the Prime Minister say when he
went to Ceylon?=—*1 have asked our
troops to march”. Was it a military
decision, or political decision, or the
Prime Minister’s decision?

Shri Tyagi: Should we inform the
enemy what we are going to do?

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: Hon. Mem-
bers will appreciate the little fact that
something has happened since the
middle of September.

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: Very
much,

Shri Jawaharlal Nebru. What I ssid
then was not my decision alone; it
was the viewpoint of the military peo-
ple too. They wanteg to do it. Other-
wise, I would not have dared to say
anything like that. It iz obvious.

Sbri Harj Vishrn Kamath: The then
Defence Minister also.

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: Now, for
instance, there are two places, Thagla
Ridge area and Longju which, under
the Colombo proposals, as accepted by
us, were sought to be left out of the
other proposals and were to be dis-
cussed by us, that is by our emissaries,
with the Chinese Government in the
course of implementatior. Now, be-
cause of that, for the present we are
not sending anv of our armed forces
%0 the Thagla Ridge area and Longju.
Apart from that in the whaole of NEFA
we can g0 anywhere, we can send our
armed forces anywhere, subiect only
to the decision of our military people
as to when to send, what tn send and
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how to send. In the same way, in
Ladakh too, we are free to send our
forces where we like withir the limits
of our agreement, according to  the
Colombo proposals.

Shri Hari Vishnu Xamath: What
agreement? There is no agreement.

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: Within the
limits of our acceptance cf the Colo-
mbo proposals; I am talking of the
present—a  different situalion may
arise tomorrow—I am talking of the
position as it is now. -

Shri Hari Vishna Kamath. Sir, on a
point of clarification. The Prime
Minister himself says that the Chinese
have not accepted the Cclombo pro-
posals. So, we are not bound by
them when they have no! agreed te
them,

Shri Jawaharla] Nehru. They have
not accepted them. As a matter of
fact that need not come in our way
at all, because we have not imple-
mented that part too. 3Because, prac-
tically speaking, there are difficulties.

Shri Hem Barua: It depends upon
the acceptance by the Chinese sisn,
for its implementation.

Bhri Ranga: Drop the werd “agree-
ment” then.

S8hri Jawaharlal Nehru: I am sorry,
there is no “agreement” in that sense,
What I have said in regard to ihe
Colombo proposals is that it is mnn
doubt a limit which we have not re-
ached yet, which our army has not
reacheq yet. That is what T said.
This is a matter which i< a continual-
ly changing matter. It will depend
upon what the position is. It is an
obvious thing for me *o say that here
it is not a question of advancing,
waving a flag: It is a question of
advancing with strength enemgh %o
face any odds and the Armv has ‘o
think of that. We ecannot tell them
to go here or to go thers. They have
to decide whether they can go there.
They can go within a certain range.
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[Shri Jawaharlal Nehru]

I would repeat one thinz. When-
ever we think of war a large number
of amateur strategists arise who are
constantly advising us as to what te
do and how to carry on a war or our
preparation for a war. Al of g
have some views about it. but if it
really comes to any warlike cpera-
tions, one has necessarily to dopend
upon the experts who ate there to
advise us ang who have to carry it
out,

Broadly, T would reming this House,
although we are taking every step to
brepare ourselves, even so, we do
not rule out any possibie settlement
by negotiation. It may be unlikely-—
probably, it is—but +n rule it out
would be wrong. That has not been
our practice at any time. I have pre-
viously referred to a refecence of this
matter to the Internatinnal Court of
Justice at the Hague or even to g pro-
per arbitration by a number of coun-
tries. It may be unlikely that China
accepts it. That is a different matter,
but I think it is a right course for us
—right in itself and right from the
point of view that the world is appre-
ciating it.

Dr, M. 8. Aney: [ hope, vou will do
that after consulting this House.

8hri Jawaharlal Nehru: Obviousl:v.‘

i cannot commit the eouniry to such
a step without coming to this House,
but T have already stateq it in my
letters tp the Chinese Prime Minister
about two months ago or a month ago
—1I forget when— and made this sug-
=ostion.  Suppose—it iz an unlikely
supposition, but suppose—he accepts
1hem; then it becomes ratner awkward
for me to back out of that

Shri Nath Pai: Accept what?

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: The refer-
ence to the Hague Court or something
like that.

Shri Nath Pai: He dare not.

Shri Hem Barua: He has made that
olear.
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Shri Nath Paj:

. ! He dare not face an
International

tribunal; rest assured,

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: Then, may I
refer to some other matters? Some
people have suggested thut we should
put an end to the state of Eemergency.
At the same time thev have also e~
ticized the Governmeant and the admi-
nistration for not keeping up the
mind of emergency, if 1 may say so,
among the people. Is it not obvious,
apart from other reasons. that f we
Put an end to the state of emergency,

everybody will lose all thought of an
emergency?

Shri Ranga: No, Sir; they have a
greater sense of patriotism,

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: I must con-
fess that what is obvious 1o me finds
difficulty in appreciating by Profossor
Ranga. But one thing is cericin—I do
not say that that is the sole test of
that—that once we dig that the whole
country will feel that the danger is
past or that something has happened
and they need not be tau! and ready
for any crisis. That is one reasord
The fact is—i want this House to ap-
preciate it—=xhat the danger is not
past. I do pot know what may hap-
pen in the mext two, three or four
weeks in the month of Mar~h or April;
T have no notion at all. I know that
we have been preparing for every-
thing and we have to go on streng-
thening ourselves. This process of
strengthening will go on net only for
a few weeks or few months but, may-
be, for a year or two. That .s so. Be-
cause, we want to be preparcd for
every contingency. To imagine that
there is no  possibility of any new
crisis suddenly arising, will be com-
pletely wrong for us.

Shri Ranga: Should you keep it on
taking away civil liberties, ang Siving
all the freedom to the Congreels parly
to earry on as they pleasa all over
the country, treating the rest of us
who differ from them as traitors? )
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Mr, Speaker: Order, order; it is not
a speech.

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: So. far as
Defence of India Rules are concerned,
there have been some arresiz and some
objection has been taken to preven-
tive detention, ete. Nearly all these
arrests have taken place at the inst-
ance of the State Governments, cer-
tainly with the general avprovai of
the Government of India, not indi-
vidual approval of individuals. But,
the fact that they took some such
action. . . .

Shri Vasudevan Nair: Are we to
understand that the Cenira! Govern-
ment did not send any directive to the
State Governments?

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: I just ven-
tured to say with the general approval
of the Government of Indie, not in
regard 1o any individuals. Whaere they
considered any persons dangerous
from the point of view of war effort,
ete., they might take actian: that is
our general direction to them. But,
the choice lay with them how to do
jt. Since then, we have rcpeatedly
asked them to re-examine tliese cases
and where they did not consider it
necessary, to release them. In fact,
about 200 or so persons, who were
originally arrested, have been releas-
ed. This process of re-examination is
continuously going on.

About Kashmir, T wouid iike to say
a word, though not much. Because, I
feel, having decided to ‘alk with the
Pakistan Government, it will not be
proper for me to discuss this matter
in the House or in public although I
must say, the recent new develop-
ment, which has induced the Foreign
Minister of Pakistan to go to Peking
tp sign a treaty with therm sbout their
border. . . .

Shri Harl Vishnu Kamath: Our bor-
der.

Shri Nath Pal: Which is their bor-
der? We claim Kashmir as part of
India
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Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: They
have usurped our border

Shri Jawaharla] Nehru: Yzs. . . .has
come as a shock. It nas come as a
shock not only because of the basic
facis of the situation. But thz ex-
traordinary thing is  the timing of
these events, The House wil! remems-
ber that when first my colleague Shri
Swaran Singh went to Rawalpindi for
the fir:t series of talks, the day before
the talks were going to hegin, an an-
nouncement was made that an agree-
ment in principle had been arrived at
between China and Pakistan about the
border. It was an extracrdinary
timing: just the day before. Now
again, when he is going in a short
time, they go. The least that it shows
is. . ..

Shri U. M. Trivedi: We knew all the
while that they were beinz invited.
Peking was inviting. M&hammed Al
was invited. This gentleman  was
invited.

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: Neverthe-
less, the timing is significant. I think
one is justified in thinking that this
timing cannot be fortuitous or acci-
dental. It is deliberate. Therefere,
it does not indicate any strong desire
eon the Pakistan Government’s part to
arrive at any agreement. That is a
matter. We gave some consideration
to this as to whether we should con-
tinue these talks in spitc of this visit
of Pakistan Foreign Minister to Pek-
ing at this moment. We camme to the
conclusion that we should adhere to
our previous resolve and not  back
out of these talks because of  this,
although, mnaturally, the talks will be
affected by it. So. probably, 1 sav
probably, T do not know what might
hapoen in the next wesk or 10 or 12
days, probably, subject to that, I shall
request Shri Swaran Singh again to
journey to Calcutta to conlinue these
talks.

Shrl Hem Barua: This is going to
be the last

Shri U. M, Trivedi: We should re-
orientate our policy.
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Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: Bzcause,
one has to balance various considera-
tions. We thought that it would ot
be desirable for us to break on this
issue, Hon. Members here know all
the background. But, for the world
at large, the fact that will stang out
15 that we have broken these talks,
not that they have gone to Peking.
That will be very much before them.

Then, there are one or two other
matters that I should like to refer to.
One is that many Membe:s have refez-
red to corruption and maladministra-
tion. It is a favourite subject and a
right subject to refer to, though per-
haps, very often, the reference gives
an exaggerated picture. Anyhow, it
is a vitally important thing on which
there cannot be any two opinions.
And I can assure the House that we
have been doing our utmust, and I do
not know if*Members see these things
or these papers get enough publicity,
but every month, I think, I receive a
long list of persons in the Govern-
ment service, who, after due inquiry,
have been either proceeded with in
the law courts or departmentally and
punished.

Recently, there was the Vivian Bose
Enquiry Report, which I hope, every
Member has got now, for, it is a dscu-
ment worth reading, not only because
of the particular things mentioned in
it, but even more so because of the
Lackground in which such things can
happen. It is true that the back-
ground is somewhat different now,
because many of these things hap-
pened in the early days of our Inde-
pendence, when some aew lawis t_hat
we have passed were not functioning.
Nevertheless, it is important to con-
sider what action shouid be taken not
only to punish the guiity but to pre-
vent such things from happening
again as far as possible.

May I mention also another mat-
ter? Some Members drew my atten-
don to. ...

8hri Harl Vishnu Eﬂmt!t: win
Parliament have an opportunity of
discussing that report?
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Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: Undoubted-
ly, but we have not put it up. . ..

Shri Ha.n Vishnpu KEamath: An
opportunity of discussing it early?

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru. Discussing it
early? That is difficult, because tue
Finance Bill will take up mnst of the
time. But there is anotlier thing. We
have referred that report to some
eminent lawyers and asked them not
only to go into the individual cases-—
that, of course, is a matter of detail-
ed examination—but we have also usk-
ed their advice as to wha* clse we
can do apart from proc2eding indivi-
dually. So, I think that we should
wait for their report and then bring
it up before the House.

There is another mattar that I
should like to refer to, Some hecn.
Members have drawn my a‘‘ention to
some reports in the Calculti news-
papers, apparently about some pagers,
account-books and other things being
attached by the police, and it i: said
that in these account-books occurred
the names of some Ministers, Central
Ministers, State Ministers ete. 1 heard
of this for the first time two days
ago—or perhaps three days ago, I am
not sure; immediately, I enquirea and
I wanted to know someting more
about it, and I have asked #nr 3 report
about this, so that we might find
out what it is and we shall, after
finding it out take necessary action

About the National Defznce Fund,
various people have drawna attention
to the fact......

Shri Priva Gupta: In regard to the
anti-corruption drive, let there be a
forum for the Ministers alsg to be
tried in case of complaint. That is
my submission. The Home Minister
has said that Ministers ars not Gov-
ernment servants as such, and so,
there must be some forum to look
into complaints of corruption against
the Ministers,
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Bhri Jawaharlal Nehru: I cannot
talk about forums.

Mr, Speaker: Not the public forum.

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: About the
National Defence Fund, some charge
is made that coercion and compulsion
is being exercised in these collections.

Bhri Priya Gupta: What about my
8ubmission?

8hri Jawaharlal Nehru: If that is
80, I am very much distressed, be-
cause we have made it very clear,
repeatedly clear, publicly clear as
well as privately clear, that there
must be not an atom of compulsion
or pressure exercised. For, it spoils
something that has been magnificent
The way the public have contributed
to this Fund has been truly very
heartening, and to have that record
epoiled by an odd case of compulsion
etc, is not good, I can assure the
House that the Finance Minister, I
and others have tried our utmost, and
we will go on trying, to prevent that.

Ome or two words more, about gold
policy. I would not say much about
it. I take it that almost all, if not
all—I dare not say ‘all’ lest Acharya
Ranga might....

Bhri Nath Pai: No, no. It is Com-
rade Dange who has opposed that—
your progressive friend. (Interrup-
Hons),

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: He has not
tbeard the end of my sentence. What
I was saying was .this, that so far as
the general policy underlying it is
concerned, 1 hope that if not all,
nearly all persons, all Members, will
agree to the implementation of it
There may be difference of opinion
and some suggestions made. That is
& matter which should continuously
be under the consideration of the
Finance Minister. But I am not going
into that matter because I under-
stand there is golng to be a full
debate on it very soon....
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Shri Hari Vishnuo Kamath: Monday
next.

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru:....on the
5th, The matter might be discussed
then.

There is just one other thing—I
hzve taken so much time of the
House—a proposal made by some hon.
Members about NEFA, Nagaland,
Tripura and Manipur, all being made
into a homogeneous province with
Assam. 1 think that on paper it would
sound very nice but it would create
great difficulties and will not be liked
by the people concerned. That is a
very important consideration. We
cannot take a step today which goes
against the will of the people com-
rerned there,

Another criticism has been made
about NEFA being treated as a kind
of reserved area where people are
not allowed to go easily. To some
extent, that it true. That has been
so. But the House will remember
that NEFA has been the special res-
ponsibility of the Government of
India in the External Affairs Minis-
try, with the result that it has had
more attention paid to it than most
other areas. It is not a question of
keeping it apart from India, but cer-
tain changes should take place in 2
manner that they may fit in instead
of creating difficulties and irritation
among the people who live there, We
have to go on with the process of
integration, but without gaining the
goodwill of the people, the integration
would be superficial. Therefore, for
the moment—specially at this stage
from the point of view of border
troubles—it will not be desirable to
make any major change in the consti-
tutional arrangements there.

Shri Hem Barna: How do you pfro-
pose to bring about a comprehensive
Indian mind so far as these people
are concerned?

Shri Harl Vishmn Eamath: It is
coming slowly.
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Shri  Jawaharlal Nehru: They
won't get a comprehensive Indian
mind if they get the idea that the
average Indian goes there to exploit
them.

Shri Hem Barua: I know that. That
must be stopped, from whatever
source it comes. But the policy of
segregation, with the rest of the
Indians not being allowed to go into
that place, must not be persisted in.

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: The
Chinese are exploiting them all right.

Shri Hem Barua: Op the other side
of the line, the Chinese are coming
in and going out, and fraternising
with the people there.

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: What I
ventureq to say was that the process
should go on, as the hon. Member
suggests. It has to be gradual to fit
in. If you upset them, it is difficult
to soothe them down again.

1 am sorry I have taken so much
time, May I now say a few words
about prices? Much has been said
about prices. Oddly enough, some
Members have complained of rising
prices and some have complained of
declining prices.

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: There
has been a debate already.

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: 1 know.
The fact that Members have com-
plained of two entirely opposite tend-
encies indicates that prices have, on
the whole, been stable.

Shri Hem Barua: That is the easier
solution!

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: One must
judge of wholesale prices, and whole-
sale prices have, on the whole, been
stable. In fact, there was a slight
declining tendency up to December.
Bince then, there has been some rise,
but of a marginal character only. As
for retail prices, it is very difficult
to have even very correct information
about the whole of India, but we are
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trying to get as much information as
possible. But on the whole even re-
tail prices have not changed very
much. Nor has there been any
market fluctuation in the price of
manufactured articles. In regard to
cloth, the supply position js good, and
prices have been at a relatively satis-
factory level. The faect remains that
the question of prices is a very im-
portant one and I believe is wery
much in the mind of the Planning
Commission and other Ministries that
deal with it,

Thank youw

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: By
your leave, may I put one question,
arising out of this?

Mr. Speaker: No questions now.

Am [ required to put any particu-
lar amendment separately?

Shri Surendranath Dwivedy: The
first part of my amendment covers
what Shri Ranga’s amendment con-
tains. You may therefore put Nos 7
and 8 together.

Shri U, M. Trivedi: I would like
my amendment, No, 6, to be put se-
parately.

Mr. Speaker: Then 1 put amend-
ment “Ths. 1, 2, 3, 4,5 and 9 to the
House.

(The amendment: were put and nega
tived),

Mr. Speaker: The question is:

That at the end of the motion, the
following be added, namely:—
“but regret—

(a) that in spite of continued
occupation of India'sterri-
tory by the Chinese com-
munists and the mneed of
emergent action to combat
it, the emphasis laid in the
Address on peaceful
methods is calculated to un-
dermine the morale of the
people and to rob the natio-

o nal crisis of its content of
urgency and the proclama-



