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MR. CHAIRMAN : The guestion is :

“That the amendments made by
Rajya Sabha in the Bill be agrecd
‘o.l'

The Motion was adopted.

SUPPLEMENTARY DEMANDS
POR GRANTS  (GENERAL),
1986-87——Contd.

[English)

MR, CHAIRMAN : The House will
now teke up further discussion and voting
on the Supplementary Demards for
Grants in respect of the Budget {General)
for 1986-87.

Now Dr. Rajhans,

[ Tramslation)

DR GS RAJHANS (Jhanjharpur) :
Mr. Chairman, Sir, there are certain points
in the Demands for Grants, which require
detailed discussion, The point is that
despite presentation of the annual Budget,
supplementary demands are brought as a
regular feature. There 8re many demands
which could have been considered by the
Government and included in the Budget
but jt was not done and as a result,
supplementfary demands have to be brought
before the House.

I would like to touch two ot three
more aspects of the supplementary demands.
You have made a provision of Rs, 1228
erores for the public sector,

[Bnglish]

MR. CHAIRMAN : You stop here ;
you can continue next time. The House
stands adjourned for lunch to meet at 2
P.M.

13.01 hre.

The Lok Sabha then adjourned for
fumch till Fourteen of the Clock.

The Lok Sabha re-assembled after
Lunch at seven minutes past Fourteen of the
Clock.

[SHRI ZAINUL BASHER fa rthe Chair]

STATEMENT  RE: DISTRIBU.
TION OF OBJECTIONAKLE
MAPS BY PAKISTANI PAVILION
AT INDIA INTERNATIONAL
TRADE FAIR, 1986

[English]

-

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
(SHRI K. NATWAR SINGH) : Sir, gt
the 7th India Interpatiora) Trade Fajr
Pakigtan has been distributing a tourls:
ﬁuidc as well as brochure entitfed
Pakistan—Northern Areas” which
contain maps showing Jammu & Kashmir
I an Unacceptabie manner,

As soon as this came to the notice of
Government, the Minister jn the Pakistan
Embassv was summoned to the Ministry
of Exterra] Affairs on 19 November, 1986
and a protest was lodged. Tt was pointed
out that the distribution of such objection-
able materia) violated Indian law and was
in contravention of accepted diplomatic
Practice. In  conveying Governnent’s
displeasure over this incident, it was made
clear to the Pakistani official that the

objectionable material be immediately
withdrawn.

The Ministry of Exterpal Affairs was
assured that the maps haq been withdrawn,

Instructions bave also been issued to
the concerned authorities to ensure that,
if any effort is made again to distribute
such material, action under the relevant
provisions of the law will be instituted,

A e ———

14,09 hrs.

DISCUSSION ON THE STATE.
MENT MADE BY pRIME |

MINISTER RE : SHCON
CONFERENCE  OF o

SOUTH
ASTAN ASSOCIATION FOR
REGIONAL COOPERATION
(SAARQ)
(English]
SHR] DINESH GOSWAM]

(Guwahati) : I take it g¢ & privilege for
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having this opportunity to raise a discus.
gion on the statement made by the Prime

Minister in this House on 19th November,
1986 regarding the Second Summit of the
South Asian Association fer Regional
Cooperation (SAARC) bheld in Bangalore
on the 16th and 17th November, 1986.

The bon. Prime Minister in his brief
statement has described the Second Summit
as an important step in the evloution of
the world’s largest and the most 1ecent
regional association, He bas also
conveyed t0 us as well as to the people of
the other countries that the Summit re-
affirmed the faith of the countries in
promoting the common good of the people
of this region through cooperative solutions
to shared problems. The Prime Minister
has also assured that after taking over as
the Chairman of this Summit, he shall
endeavour to consolidate the gains while
giving new dimensions to interaction and
enriching o1r cooperation with new coutent.

One has reason to feel happy at the
outcome of this Summit though I will not
take up such a position that we should
have too elated feeling that we have crossed
a milestone or a leap forward. We must
realise that the Summit was held in an
atmosphere of mutual mistrust and
suspicion and not much advancement has
been achieved in the ground level in spite
of the fact that various committees and the
Foreign Secretaries identified a wide
grounds of cooperation. We must also
remember that India’s proposal to include
in the area of cooperation trade, industry,
energy and money, did not find favour with
the smaller npations that attended the
Summit. It may be because these nations
still harbour some suspicion about the size
and the shape of India. They fear that if
this cooperation is extended, them these coun-
tries may be swamped by the volume of
gndian export and business. We also
ghould remember that the Summit could
pot come to &n agreed defimition of
terrorism and the matter was left in a
very vague state. We also must remember
that though tho purview of the SAARC
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does not encompass bilateral issues for
discussion or contentious {issues are not
expected to be taken up at the SAARC
conference, yet President Javewardene in
his remarks made rather strong criticism
to put it mildly against Indiz on the Sri
Lanka issue. I am happy that the Prime
Minister did not hit back because I believe
that by hitting back or by making strong
comments against one another he might
have scored debating points but it could
have affect the very atmosphere of the
SAARC because SAARC, at the present
moment, is in its infancy. But in spite of
all these limitations, one must remember
that when this Summit was held, there
was lot of scepticism on the ground that
because of the recent acquisition of arms
by Pakistan, the news of Pakistan going
nuclear, because of the ethnic question of
Sri Lanka, this Summit may prove to be
an anti-climax and no result might be
achieved. But that has proved to be
wroog and some positive results have
definitely been achieved and we should
hail it. We should remember that SAARC
is still in its infancy. It was only in 1980
that the President of Bangladesh, Jia-ur-
Rahman mooted this idea. At the inijtial
stage it did not find favour, or to put it in
oter words, the attitude of most of the na-
tions was indifferent but later on in between
1982-83, in fact, from 1981 itself, SAARC
or Regional Cooperation of South Asia
became a dominant feature of diplomacy
of this region and there was number of
conferences and meetings of different
Secretaries and also experts to review the
arcas in which cooperation can be achjeve,
We have two Summits up-till now, We
should also remember now that there are
large number of obstacles for cooperations
in this region and if we do not take into
account these obstacies and make
concerted attempt to overcome these
obstacles, SAARC will not be able to
become & reality in the sense or in the
mander in which we want it to be a reality
What are these obstacles? I will try to
put six items which I consider are obstacies
for regional cooperation in this region.
The first one ks the inhospitable political
climate which bas arisen from inter-
regional disputes, from conflicting response
to geo-political changes, from divergent
political  foreign policles of different
sountri¢s in this region and also for



807 Suppl. D.G. (Gen.),

[Shri Dinesh Goswamil

mechanisation of the imperialist powers.
We know that when the second Summit
has been held, the relationship between
India and Pakistan is rather at an unhappy
stage. We have scen for  ourselves
Weinburger’s visit and the aftermath~the
acquisition of AWACS—though it has been
denied by the Pakistan Prime Minister.
Buat the denial we have found difficult to
accept and this has created a changed
situation in geo-political atmosphere of
this region.

Indo  Srilanka relationship is
also not at a very happy stage because of
ethnic question. There is no end of the
tunne! yet in sight of the ethnic problem of
Srilanka. There is a tirade in Bangladesh
by a seciion of populetion in India and
perception of India and Pakistan on the
entire Indian sub-continent to-day widely
varies. Co-operation is possible only when
there is mutual trust and confidence.
Co-~operation in the truc sense of the term
is not possible if there is mutual mistrust
and lack of confidence. That is why the
lack of confidence and trust between
different countries of this Region is one of
the causes as to why this comes as an
obstacle for the realisation of dream of
froitful cooperation in this region.

The second obstacle that we face in
real formulation of regional co-operation
is different stages of development of the
seven countries which constitute SAARC,
India has the strongest industrial base to-
day and it can really compete on the
industrial infrastructure even with a
developed country. Pakistan has some
industrial base. But the rest of the
industrial countries have no industrial base.
They are mainly dependent on agriculture,
snd agricolture also of the primitive type,
So far as the raw materials are concerned,
India Posscsses about 100% of many
minerals of his region of some of the most
important raw materials necessary for
industrial infra-structure. India commands
100% of minerals like uranium, iron ore,
bauzite, copper, gold. 1 can go to a
pomber of {tems. But these minerals are
pnot found in most of the other six
gountries, India commands 99 % of crude
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petroleum, megnesium, salt and some
other valuable commodities. These
different stages of development and
lack of raw materials also causes
some difficolty of the emotional

integration of the pations that copstitute
SAARC. The differerce in size is slso a
factor which is an obstacle, India occupies
3/4th of the total size of SAARC.
Populationwise, we also occupy an impore
tant  position, Because of our size,
because of our strength, it is quite patural
that smaller nations harbour some suspicle
on towards us. We cannot ignore that
fact. In fact in the first summit of
SAARC President Jayewardene expressed
that=*“India because of its size, because
of its leadership in non-aligned movement
must play the role of the un-official leader
in this organisation ” But Zia-ul-Hag,
President, made a statement in the
following way—'‘India must take its
measures to piay this part as the central
figure and he expressed—but there is o
big or small Nation. We are all equg)
independent  Btates. India must alsp
realige, it is the smaller States that bave
the greater go.”

It is because of our size, because of
our strength because of our domipant
Population figure that the smaller States
harbour some suspicion and probably it is
quite natural and this is one of the factors
which we must take into account and [
believe as a Chair Person of the SAARC
now Shri Rajiv Gandhi has a greater
responsibility to see that this suspicion
which is there in the smaller nations is
removed. Unless this suspicion can be
done away with, SAARC eannot become
a fruitful organisation.

The fourth factor is the divergence of
social and political philosophy, Oyt of
the seven nations, we have got two
democracies one Parliamentary type in
India, the presidentiai type in Srilanka,
There are two monarchies in Bhutan and
Nepal, two military dictatorships, in
Pakistan and Bangl:desh, where an internal
struggle is going on. The people there
want to assert democratic rights and ig
fact the internsl struggle itself has caused
$ome sirain between India ang Pakistan apg
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‘Bungladesh, There s an ‘accusation by 8
:pection of the population that we bave
--enéouraged irternal forces, though we have
‘not. I Maldive we have presidential type.
*Ihese various kinds of political and social
" philosonhy that these countrics to-day
" profess also comes as an obstacle for
' regional co-operation in this region.

Sir, the other most important thing
which comes in the way of regional
cooperation is the information gap. Today
we know much more about Soviet Russia
probably, we know much more about
America, we know much more about the
United Kingdom, but we koow very little
about these neighbouring countries. There
is no information forthcoming from one
country to another. In fact, a lot of
disinformation flows because the imperia-
list powers, the colonial powers, feed the
people with such informations that it
creates a gap between pecople of one
country and another country. Added to it,
‘1 think that the China-America Axis will
gee that the SAARC cannot be an
effective organisation.

But in spite of these drawbacks, in
spite of these obstacles about which we
must be very cautious so that we can
overcome these obstacles, there are
prospects of regional cooperation and the
regions of prospects also I will try to
pame. Some of there | believe that the
- greatest prospect which can make SAARC
is objective reality is th€ negalive prospect
~that this region is the poorest region in
the world, We tend to forget that this is
the region which has the larges: concentra-
tion of poverty 1n the world. It accounts
for tnree quariers of the woild poor. Ia
terms of per capita 8ross National Product,
the seven couniries of SAARC occupy
- the boitom pesition of the 128 couantries,
* The per capita Gross National Product of
Bangladesh is 126, Ncpal is 124, India is
' 114, 51 Lanka 13 113 and Pakistan is 107,
1 do not bave uafortunately the figure of
" Maldives, but about Bbutan the BExiernal
* Affairs Muaster can  supply this agure,
* Toe growih of population 18 maximum ig
" thys region. We nave got a growih of
“‘popolauion in these seven countries of 2.2
‘Pet weat dunod £970-77 compared to 1.7
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per cent of the world. And the result has
been that 20 per cent of this world popu-
lation today occupies this land mass which
is only 3.31 per cent of the entire world.
Twenty per cont of the world population
today lives in 3.31 per cent of the area
of the world and one can easily imagine
that the concentration of poverty may take
place when so many people live in such
a smoller area. There is less than 1 per
cent of world’s resources in minerals
concentrated in this region. We often feel
that we are very rich, but if you take the
seven countries together, out of the entire
world’s riches in minerals, we have less
than one per cent and only that is concen-
trated in India, The rest of the other
countries have very little mineral wealth.
But this poverty can be a cementing force
for regional cooperation because one must
realise that unless we come together and
try to help each other to alleviate poverty,
this region is bound to become more and
more poorer. But in spite of all this I

feel we have tremendous untapped resour.
ces in two regions—the Himalayan
region which has never been explored, and
the sca-bed or the ocean-bed of the Indian
Ocean. I believe, if through cooperation
we can tap these resources in these two
regions, well we can alleviate the poverty,
But no single couatry without the coope-
ration of the other countrics can tap
either the resources in the Himalayas or in
the Indian Ocean, and this is one of the
factors which can cement the bond of
friendship of these seven countries,

Sir, we have got a common culture, a
common heritage and tradition. We have
got a strong bond of friendships at the
popular level, plus we have shared bistory
for very loag. Uafoctunately some of as
have fallen apart becauss of the divide-and-
rule policy of the imperiilist country
powers. The geograpby is also an impore
taot factor beciuse i1t has beea said by
many political pandits that in the 21st
century the theatre of the 1aternational
diplomacy will be in the Indian Ocean aod
if we want to play a dominant role lo see
that the Indiaa pation ultunaiely does 0ot
become the theatre or the hoibed of &
auclear arms rage thercby tarcateaiag the
peace of the subdb-continéni, W3 must all
come togetuer. These are soms ol thg
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features, which I fee!, can really cement
the bonds of friendship of these 7
countries, Time has come today, .when
the developing countries instead of looking
outwards must look inwards and coopera-
tion with one another. The developing
countries have robbed our resources by
centuries of colonial rule over us, They
bave taken all raw materials ; they have
accumulated wealth in their own countries,
But they are not today prepared to make
their contributions for the growth of the
developing countries. There is a commit-
ment of the developed countries for
assistance of 0.7% of gross national
product to the developing nations. But
that has been given a good-bye. Todayv
the combined assistance is only 0.39%
and that is also based on the political
perception of the developed countries. If
the developed countries feel that a
particular developing country by economic
assistance can bz brought on their domain,
they help. Otherwise, they do not. The
threat of neo colonialism hangs over all the

developing countries, particularly these 7
countries, It must also be realised that
cooperation amongst the 7 couatries will
be beneficial to all concerned and, there-
fore, 1 feel that though they are perceptable
obstacles for creation of regional coopera-
tion in this area, amongst the 7 countries,
there are positive features, which, if
cultivated, can rcally give a new dimension
to SAARC. I believe. to a great extent,
whether the South Asian Regioaal Coope-
ration will succeed or not will depend on
the relationship between India and Pakis'aa,
These are the two most important patioas
of SAARC. If mutual mistrust, hostility
and suspicton persist betwceen India and
Pakistan, then SAAKC will never be able
to play the role that we expect it to play.
And I believe that the platform of SAARC
can provide ao opportunity for us to
remove this misuaderstanding, Today,
unfortunately, the relationship between
India aad Pakistan is probably at the rock
bottom., We are suspicious of Pakisian’s
intent because Pakistan is getting arms
help from United States beyond its
legitimate requircments. We have been
subjected by Pakistan to three wars up ull
now, after independence and We have
rcason to feel suspicious. At the same
\je, there are people in Pakistan, who
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really want Indo-Pakittan relationship to be
good. Sometimes they are suspicious of
us because of our size and strength. These
suspicious have to be removed at all ecosts,
if we want to progress and develop. We
cannot but forget that from the Second
world War, up till now, major 130 wars
have taken place in the developing
coun:fies and most of them have been
engraered in the imperialist powers. They
have got two reasons for it. One is that

when a war takes place between two
developing countries, their military
industrial complex can go on pumping arms
to this region and thereby they get mopey
from this region. The second reason is
that wheo there is an arms race, then the
developing countries cannot spend their
resources for the purpose of development.
They are to spend their resources for non-
development purposes with the result that
dis-contentment grows in this region. I
believe that the threat of dis-contentment
of a develop:ng country is equal to that
of threat of an atom bomb. I do noi
know, because of the recent development
in the sub-continent, because of the
pumping arms to Pakistan, our expenditure
in Defence is likely to go up. Can we
afford it? Can Pakistan afford it ? In
fact, one figure shows that in 1978, the
Dcfence budget of the region of the 7
countries was 4 billion dollars, which was
3% of their total GNP. Within three
yeats, in 1981, the Defence budget of
these poor 7 countries have gone up to the
extent of 7 biliion dollars, which is a rise
from 3% to 4.5% of their GNP. I think,
it is time that we must appeal to the good
sonse of the people of this region that we
must today change the priorities and this
expendilure must come for those sectors
which benefit the people of in these
countries rather than for a non-develop.
mental purpose.

I am worried that if we go on spending
more, the millions of unemployed youth
in this coun'ry will have no future. They
will either become indifferent or they will
become volatile and a volatile and
indifferent younger Reneration poses an
cqual threat to then unity and integrity
of this country. If Pakistan goes on
acquiring arms, it is not possible for us to
remain sileat., We shall have to spend
for our defence purposes. But at what
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cost 7 SAARC can be a platform where
all theae leaders can have an opeon dis-
cussion and can really do something to
reverse the process ofthe militarisation of
this region. If we want that this coopera-
tion shot:ld really succeed, it should not
be a body of mere platitudes but it must
be action-oriented. Uptil now, there has
bsen n> action-oriented programme from
this body, may be because there s
no permanent secretariat may be
because it is at the stage of
infancy. But the Boreign Ministers
Cooference earlier, on more than one
occasion, identified areas and appointed
coordinating countries. If T am nnt wrong,
Bangladesh has been appointed as the
coordinating couantry for agriculture, Sri
Lanka has been appoin‘ed as the coor-
dinating count y  for rural developmen:.
Pakiitan for te's-communication, India for
meteocrolozy, Nepal for Health and Popa-
lation, Maldives for Transport, Iian for
Postal Services and liter oo Pakistan has
been put for Scieace and Techaolo.y.
Technical Committee’s report has been
submitted. But we have our experience
both in the country or outside or even on
international forums that many times this
report gather dust. If thcse reports gather
dust, and if no action is taken at this Con-
fereace, merely the H:ads of the States
and the Foreign Ministcrs meeting once a
year and usiog very high-sounding words,
will not help. Some action programme
must be taken.

The Foreign Ministers also decided to
eschange data. As I said earlier, tte
lack of information in this region is the
worst thing or the most detrimental
fissure for cffective cooperation in this
region and I would like the bon, External
Affairs Minister while replying 10 this
" debate to enlighten us whether these data
have been exchanged. Tae wnon. Minister
should give some information regarding
this to this Parliament.

There is tremeadous scope for coopera-
tion. There is scope for cooperation for
ccology and material resources, scope for
cooperation ; ocean and mountain and
waler resources, scope for cooperation on
" information, scope for cooperation on

SDAIRY TosQUICOs, :
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May I point out that even as early as
in 1935, at the Bandung Couference, it
was decided that the countries of Asia
should cooperate in the matter of develop-
ment of energy resources but thia remain
and let not what happened in Baadudg be
repeated here in SAARC.

There is scope for cooperation In trade
acd industrialisation and scope for sports
and Culture.

Another arca where there is scope for
cooperation is in meeting the threat of
increasing nuclearisation of Indian Ocean
by the imperialist powers.

W e must also learn lessons from ASEAN.
I am not in favour of the idea that we
should try to hasten up the process. The
ASEAN countries went slow in the first
year but pow it is a strong body and
countries though primarily meant for
economic cooperation, their economic
cooperation has led to political coopera-
tion also.

The European Economic Community
isa body primarily for the purpose of
economic cooperation but today we have
seen that EEC takes up a unified stand on
political matters because where there is
economic cooperation, it leads to poiitical
cooperation and political understanding
and 1 belicve tbat SAARC can play a very
important role in the political fieid also.

In this context, I can point out to a
statement made by the Foreign Affairs
Minister of Singapore while addressing the
Asians a few years back : He said +—

‘““Asia’s greatest influeace in for-
mative yecars lay in the oppoit-
unity in providing for greater
inter-action between the political
leaders and officials of the five
Member countries.

It opened chapnels of commuai-
cation betwecn the Member States
which served to provide a better
understanding of their respective
foreign policy positions, assisted
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in the mee'ing of counflicts bet-
ween Member States and increased
the opporturities for private dis-
cussion betwoen opinjon-makers
io the ASEAN Member States’’.

We must learn the lesions from ASEAN,
i believe that India has & very difficult
responsibility as the Chair-Person, I
believe that Shri Rajiv Gandhi has a much
dificult role to play as Chair-Person of
SAARC than even as the Chair-Person of
NAM because Iodia cannot take a high-
profile attitude or cannot take a high-
voitage approach. As one of the political
commentator has said, if Iadia tries to go
faster, these smaller nations may feel that
we are doing with ulterior motives. If
we do not do anything, then we foil to
play the historic role. If we become too
enterprising, the other npations will feel
that we have taken a big brother chauvini-
stic attitude. Therefore, Shri Rajiv Gandhi
has a difficult role of maintaining a
balance, The entiie country is benind him.
The whole Parhament will give him
strength io maintainiog this balance.

Sir, we arc loaded today with expec-
tancy and suspicion. I believe that in
spite of the limuations of success, the
Sccond Summit bas achieved two results,
Fustly, \here was a possipulity, bacause as
I have said eariier of the peculiar geo-
political situation prevailiog oow, that the
Second Summit could bave ended 1o
failure or anti-chmax, The tact tbat it
did oot happen, the faci that it couid
gooetale 4 note  of coalidence, the
fact thal in spite of the fact tbat thers
was persistence of diffecence of opinion
among ‘he lcaders mceting sberc, there
wefe veIy many common giounds which
they could covér, aan indicative of success
of the Sacond Summu. Aad tbe second
Buccess whicn I consider  as primacy
impoitance s that toddy afier \his Summit,
‘Bouth Asia bas cmeiged wilh a regioaal
ndentity which it lacked 80 loag. Taoere
Was DO regloval identuy of Soutn Asia.
Thete Bre regional  ideatsiics of otber
. regions.. Kouuy, we candalk 1o ferms of
a reglond: idenlily ©f Svulh Asia, Toe
-+third Unog thal bas emeosged 48 tnat it has
- beve decided 0 have & Secrotanat and
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the honour of holding the first position of
the Secretary-General bad rightly gons
to Mr. Abul Hasan of Bangladesh because
the idea of SAARC wais mooted by
Bangladesh. Therefore, we welcome this
proposal,

Sir, before I conclude, I would like to
conclude with a couplet of Tagore. But
unfortunately I do not remember it fully.
Therefore, there may be some mistakes. I
hope my colleagues Mrs. Geeta Mukherjeo
and others will correct me. 1 quote :

Bahu Path ghure

Bahu byay Kare

Dekhite giyeehi Parbalmala
Dekhite giyechi Sindhu

Dekha hay nai Sakhsyu metiya

Ghar hate Sudhu Dui Pa pheliya
Ekti dhaner sisir oper

Ekti sisir bindhu'

The idea was—I cannot really convey
his feelings because of language and words
will fail me—spending a Iot of money on
taking very hard labour, we go to see the
distant seas and mountains. But we never
care to take two steps forward and see the
beauty of a dew drop on the tip of all
corn of a paddy. The entire diplomacy
of our pation was that we looked far
beyond. But we never looked to ‘bur
veighbours. This is a failure of our dip-
lomacy. We never looked nearby. We
thiok in terms of cementing the bonds of
friendship with countries far beyond. That
should be dome. Aad oo initiative,
diplomatic iniuauve was taken so Jar as
our acighbours are concerned. I baljéve
that the greatest achievement of SAARC
is that the 7 counirics bave come today
for cooperation amongst themselves and
not to look much beyond bu to sireng-
then their boads of friendship 1o raise the
standard of [iving of the people of'fhon
1 oclieve that SAARC coovoys
this message to the ecmure Popuiation of
lhe:: 7 countries. I wish ihis Cunfereace
4
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1 am thankful for giving me this opport-
uaity to Initiate this discussion.

SHRI G.G. SWELL (Shilloag) *® Mr.
Chairman, Sir, I could not more agree
with wy friend, Mr. Dinesh Goswami,
wheo he rays that, having regard to the
backpround, the deterioration in the
sesurity climate in this region aad, there-
fere, low expectations and even a8 cynical
attityde, the Summit in Bangalore was a
great and 8 positive Suceess. And I take
this opportunity of congratulating first the
Prime Minister who is also the current
Chairman of SAARC now for the splendid
maoner in which he guided the discussions
and the proceedings of the Summit and the
fresh ideas that he brought forward in his
personal discussions with the Heads of
State and Government that attended the

§ummlt.

I thiok I should also congratulate our
new Foreign Minister who was csught ina
maelstrom of diplomatic activity soon after
his induction into his new responsibility. I
think today is the first occasion when he
is engaged as Foreign Minister in a major
discossion in this House. 1 wish him
guccess and op my part 1 would say that
we will give him all the support and the
cooperation that we can in the discharge of
his responsibility.

Sir, the tension in this region, the
deterioration in the “security situation
fp this region as I said was highlighted
gecently by the decision of the United
States of America t> induct deadly and
sophisticated arms into the region by the
gifc of AWACS aircraft, MI1 Abram’s
‘taok and F-16 C aircraft to Pakistao., The
‘fnduction of thase deadly and tophisticated
§rms are going to change drastically the
spourity situation in South Asia and are
foreing us Willynilly to embark oa some

‘-kl.lpd of an armament race with Pakistan,
'The United States of America bas dooe
this to subserve her own geo-political
ifeategic intereats, not for the love of the
goople of Pakistan, It s qlgar thet the

3
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democratic urgings of the people of
Pakistan find no response from the rulers
of the United States of America, There is
no love for the people of this region, there
is no consideration for the peace; welfare
and prosperity of the p-ople in this region.
Then there are the unfortunate develop-
m ents over the question of the Tamils of
8ri Laoka, The question bas unfartunately
remained unresolved despite the best
efforts of our Prime Minister, despite the
best efforts of the President of Sri Lanka.

Having regard to this climate SAARC
is the best thing that has happened to this
region. We have to meet this challenge
collectively as member opations of this
region, How do wedo it ? It is in this
context that I would like to put SAARC in
proper perspective. There has to bea
platform where the Heads of Governments,
Govercments of Jdifferent States in this
region must meet. There has to be an
institution and orgamisation whereby the
people and the Governments of this region
feel that they have another future before
them and that future is the fature of pesce
and mutual prosperity, through coopera-
tion, It is this opportunity that SAARC
has given to us.

Sir, before I go on, I would like to
take this opportunity to pay my compli-
ments to one of our neighbours, Bangladesh.
It was first ihe idea of Bangladesh, it was
fisrt the idea of the late President
of Bangladesh that brought about the con-
eept of SAARC. I would lke to under-
line this,

'Mr. Gogwamj in his speech has warned
that India has to tread warily. Because
India is a large country, she has an inbuilt
disadvantage, But she bhas advantages
too—Mr. Goswami has recounted them-—
material resources, bhumao  resources,
industrial resources. But in the context
of our relations with our neighbours, which

‘unfortunately are small in comparison to

us~—we cannot help that—it is a dis-
advantage,
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Somebodv has spoken of the small
nations’ syndrome, It is very natural.
Bven in a family the big brothers’
syndrome 8&nd the younger brothers’
syndrome are there. We have that inbuilt
complex. Therefore, I could not more
agree with him that we have got to tread
very very cautiously.

When an idea came from asmall nation
like Bangladesh, a correct idea—it is not
our idea, it is their idea—we accepted it.
We did not only accept it, but we did and
will do everything possible to make that
fdea a success. I think this is another
highiight of the SAARC summit in
Bangalore that has been underlined. We
did not, throw our weight around. We did
not try to force a decision, but it was all by
consensus,

Sir, less than a year ago the first
summit met in Dhaka, in December 1985.
Banga'ore bas landmarked significant process.
We have been able to translate SAARC into
an organisation. We have been able to
reach a decisioa to set up a permanent
secretariat in Kathmandu. We have been
able unanimously to select the Secretary-
General of the Organisation but more than
that I would point out that we have been
able to reach consensus and decision on the
question of sharing the costs of the Secre-
tariat by which, as you may bave read in
the newspapers. India will bear 32.75 per
cent of the running cost, The capital cost
is to be borne by the host country, that is,
Nepal, but for the running expenditure
India will bear 32.75 per cent; Pakistan 25
per cent; Bangladesh, Nepal and Sri Lanka
11 per cent cach and Bhutan and Maldives
S per cent each.

These are hard questions and hard
negotiations for each pation to commit
itself to a specific expenditure in order to
service an organisation. It is not an ‘easy
decision to resch., If the Heads of
Government and Stat®¢ in Bangalore have
been able to reach this decision by a
comsensus and willingly, I think, it bas been
8 significant achievement.
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Over and sbove that, as you know;
certain areas of cooperation bave been
identiled. Some we have been able to
agree on and others are yet to be agreed
upon. We have been able to agree on the
setting up of certein institutes like the
regional meteorological institute and the
regional agricuitural information instiwute
which will be to the advantage of every-
body. We lave been able not only to
agroee on the setting up of these institutes
but we bave been able to agree on bow to
meet the cost of these institutes. These
are hard questions and hard decisions which
were not possible unless the leaders who
wet in the Summit in Bangalore were
sincere and determined.

This is what we see as the beginning of
South Asisn consciousness. The leaders
who had met would not have done all that
urless they were aware that there was need
for such a thing as South Asjan conscious-
ness which must assert itself. This is
where we speak of the SAARC climate.
How are you going to meet the blandish-
ments, the tensions and the divisions caused
by the strategic interests of the super-
powers in this area ? There is no other
way except through the assertion of the
South Asian consciousness which arises from
the realisation that the interest of all these
countries lies in uniting and cooperating.
This to me is the most significant thing of
SAARC and of the Summit in Bangalore,

Hereagain, I thiok, I must pay my
compliments to the Prime Minister. The
things that were arrived at by con:ensus in
the SAARC Summit are known, They are
there. It is only for us to uoderstand the
true significance of that, Byt there has to
be a vision and there have B0t to be steps
towards that vision. I am happy to be
told that consensus on certain steps towards
that vision were also reached in the infor-
!::al consultation among the Heads of States
in the cool relaxed atmosphere of Nandi
hills. What are those ? They bave been
listed. Number one is evolution of a South
Asian Broadcasting pProgramme, the network
of radio aod TV programme to Project
upity—uoity of culcure, unity of bistory—
of the South Aslan States, the projection of
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a new Sonth Asian realization, and new
South Asian conscicusness. We are going
to see how it will be worked out. But the
fact that the Governments have agreed to
It is a sigoificant step.

The next thing is the promotion of
eontact between people and peovrle. Here,
again I cannot do more but agree with my
friend, Shri Dinesh Goswami, when he says
that so long we have been so colonial in
our outlook that London or New York are
nearer to us than Islamabad or C»lombo or
Dhaka. It is time that we look to each
other much closer. How do we do that?
We do that through the promotion of people
to people contact, through tourism which
has been agreed to is not just a vague thing
that we are going to promote tourism. The
SAARC Summit has reached another deci-
sion for a limited convertability of national
currencies for tourists. Persons coming
from Dhaka to West Bengal do not have to
bother to go to the banks for exchange
hard currencies, they can come (O the
border, there would be banks and they can
exchange their gakkas for rupees and come
here. So also from Pakistan. This is a
new thing. -

The third thing is the setting up of a
documentation centre not on political or
divisive subjects. There has been so much
of development of science and technology in
various areas, in medicine, in physics,
nuclear phpsics etc. There has to be an
exchange as to what has been donein
different countries of this region. Bach
couatry must banefit from what the other
country has done and this can be done only
through access to books nnd documents on
thesc subjects,

MR. CHAIRMAN : Pleass conclude
now.

SHRI G.G. SWELL : I hope that the
discussion has to focuss on the importance
of SAARC; time is not that much relevant,
If you want me to sit down, I will, but the
SAARC question will never be discussed and
understood in this way. There are not

KARTIKA 29; 1908 (SAK4)

-

1986-87 322

many speakers. I will take just another

five minutes,

In the documentation centre, the books
and documents on technical and scientifio
subjects will be readily available to scholars,
to researchers of different countries. Then
there should be fellowships exchange of
scholars between these countries,

The last thing, which, I think, is a very
important thing, is the setting up of an
organized volunteers programme There
has to be contact between young people of
India and young people of Pakistan. Of
course, we have to be careful so that we do
not get into difficulties and controversies.

15.00 hrs.

But there are areas where we can work
together. Young peo>le of India going to
Pakistan to participate in agriculture and
forest extension programmes in Pakistan
and people from Pakistan coming to India,
that is the way how things are to be done.
And the new Secretariat which has been
set up in Kathmandu will process these
things. In every organisation, there have
got to be rules of procedure, how you
convene 3 meeting, how you conduct a
meeting, how you process the documents
and so on. The leaders in Bangalore
Sammit have been able to reach an agree-
ment o0 this also.

Sir, we do not expect SAARC to
become a mature personality within a year,
It bas taken ASEAN years and years. The
idea of one United Burope has been there
in history for the last 200 years or even
1,000 years. What did Emperor Charle-
magoe try to do ? His dream was t0 have
a United Europe. What did Napolean
Bonaparte try to achieve by his conquests ?
He wanted a United Europe under s
different historical perspective. And what
is the Buropean Economic Community
trying to do? But to try to achieve that
historical objective, it has taken years and
decades. We eannot expect that SAARC
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will all its in built limitations, the fall out
.of the colonial past will be able to reach
maturity in a year’s time. Obviously, it
has not been able to reach agreement on a
definition of terrorism. But strong conde-
mnation of terrorism is there in no un-
certain words. But for the matter of that,
where, in which international organisation,
have we been able to reach a definition on
terrorism ? The United Nations has
struggled with it for years and has not been
able to do it. What is terrorism ? How
do we distinguish terrorists from freedom
fighters and liberation fighters 7 When in a
particular State, under a heinous kind of a
system by which people have to run away
for their lives, do you think that you will
accept the situation like that and not fight
back ? But we belicve that it would be
possible for SAARC even here to reach
some understandiog.

Well, I am coming to my last point.
Yes, there are other subjects which are
important, which the SAARC Summit for
good reasons, bhas left out of purview.
Matters such as of trade, commerce,
Industry, energy, money, finance—these are
fmportant of course. A country like
Bangladesh is not so  well endowed natu-
rally and has very little to export. But
Bangladesh has plenty of gas. Bangladesh
gas ie, at the moment, a waste to the people
of Bangladesh, That gas from Bangladesh
could easily be pumped through pipelines
to the factories and industries in Calcutta,
if there is understending in a thing like
that. Why should Pakistan go ali the way
to Kenya to buy tea ? Why should it not
buy Iodian tea? Will not Indian tea
reach them quicker and cheaper ?  Why
should Bangladesh go to Australia and
China to buy coal? From my parts of
India, it takes ooly two hours for the caal
to reach Bangladesh.

These are all hard facts. But it is casy
to speak about them theoretically. To
implement these things, which are impor-
tant for al) of us, there needs to be a
climate, @ climate ol trust. And especially
for us Indis, a8 large countryy it is mecessary
for us to make all these countries foel free
ppd have no fear about their future but
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everything to gain by working together with
us. So long, somebody has said these
small countries have been talking to India;
they cannot have but to talk to us because
we are a geographical reality. But in
SAARC, they do not talk to us; they talk
along with us and they talk with each other.
Let this climate increase; let this conscious-
ness increase and this is in the interest of
everybody.

Lastly, I hope that in the next Summit,
it would be possible for the President of
Pakistan Genl. Zia-ul-Haq to attend the
Summit, He attended the Summit in
Dhaka and for, some reasons, we do not
know, he was not able to attend the
Summit in Banga'ore. BBut, we know the
power structui® in Pakistan. It is pot the
Prime Minister, but the Preasident who takes
all the decisions and ' therefore we would ~
appeal to him to take his place in the next
Summit.

I take this opportunity of appealing to
the President of Pakistan to lend bis band
in  order to make >AARC a going
concern.

SHRI B.B. RAMAIAH (Bhadrachalam) :
Mr. Chairman, Sir, 1 wish to 2ssociate
myself and our Party in the House in
congratulating the Prime Minister on the
leadership, this country has provided to the
recent SAARC Summit Conference in
Bangalore. 1 also wish to congratulate
bim on his assumption of the Chairmanship
of the organisation. It 1s pot a ceremonial
position. It imposes a heavy responsibi-
lity. 1t Is to be hoped that he will be able
to discharge it. He has very rightly point-

" ed out that the task ahead of SAARC is to

consolidate the gains. In this connection,
we South-Asian countries learm from the
experience of the Europcan Common
Market, that is EEC and ASEAN,

Qualitatively, those organisations are
different from SAARC which aiso is
different from COMECON which s
European Common Market of the East
Buropean countries., This is a modest
begioning which is 8 wise approach. It is
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better to start cautiously and then build
step by step rather than attempt an ambi-
tious Common Market and then fail.

I wish to congratulate the leaders of
SAARC on their modest approach. It is
also a 8ood thing that Indis has been taking
8 low key posture in this Association. We
are the elder brother and not the big
brother. Because of that we have to pay
the price of denying ourselves what is due
to us by taking the smaller neighbouring
countries like Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal,
Sri Lanka and Bhutan, among others, along
with us.

As our friends have mentioned earlier,
whatever responsible work that this organi-
gation has taken, it only builds the
strength of the area and it can be shared
amongst themselves. That is not much
gain for us, but it is a long term gain. So,
we must reduce our expenditure on
defence. As you can see, after the first
Conference in Dhaka, we forgot, the
mutual trust and confidence. Within few
weeks or within few months, we bhave spent
huge amount of money on defence.

Even today, Pakistan is spending a
tremendous amount of money on defence.
They may say that it is coly meant for
Afghauvistan. But, we cannot say, what
exactly are the rcasons behind it. We
should be conscious, but at the same time,
we have to build up our relationship with
our neighbouring countries as far as
possible, for the long term benefits to our

country.

As 1 have said earlier, the EECisa
morc complex association, It 15 also beset
with oroblems n working the common
market, a'thoagh most of its members are
developed industrialised countries. We are
all developing countries. Our problems are
different and so cooperation among our-
selves should begin with subjects like
agriculture, forestry, meteorology and
disaster management,

Until recently, India and Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka constituted a single

RARTIKA 29, 1908°(S4K4)

1986.87 326

sub-continental entity. A cyclone which
lashes Bangladesh, also aftects West
Bengal, Orissa and even the nothern parts
of our State viz. Andhra Pradesh. Drought
in Sind will similarly affect Rajasthan and
other parts of northern India. Floods in
the rivers of the sub.continent or earth-
quakes and other natural calamities do not
know political boundaries. It is, thetefore,
both necessary and wise for us to pull
together in facing these problems and is
pooling our resources, for the benefit of
all our peoples.

As I mentioned earlier, the maln
object is mutual benefit for all our
countries, and also to associate oursslves
with  other neighbours. Though our
system is entirely different from what the
Asian countries have got, they are far
ahead of us. But though we are late, I
hope we will be able to maintain good
relations, understanding, and tbat we will
be able slowly to build up good relations
in all respects, including business and
industry.

Socially also, the peoples of our
different countries are at the same stage of
development. So, uplift of women aor
promo tion of child care are common tasks
for all our countries. With the spread of
technology, it is possible for us to use satel-
lites for forecasting weather, so that we
can prepare ourselves for cyclones, floods
and droughts. Such kpnowledge and infra-
struciure for acquiring that knowledge, can
be shared by all of us, for our mutual good.
We, in India, have accomplished green
revolution in wheat in Punjab. The r,ce
output in our Godavari snd Krishna delta
arcas has ajso been increased by the use of
modern methods of agriculture. We can
share these benefits with our neighbouring
countries like Pakistan and Bangladesh, Ip
1978-79, there was an cffort to piomote
cooperation between India and Pakistan in
agriculture. We had supplied hybrid seeds
for foodgrain cultivation in Pakistan, og
the advice of FAO, But, instead of the
gesture leading to good relations, there
was bad blood. Pakistanis alleged that the
seed supplied by India was rotten, while
India deniecd the charge. The media i
our two couatries built on the ditferonces,
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and relations were strained. They remain-
ed strained uatil the end of 1984. Our
Prime Minister has been trving to improve
relations with all our asighhyars, including
Pakistan, Bingladesh and Sri Lanka.
Nepal has been brought into the Ganga

{Waters Dispute, a3 desired by Baagladesh,
India has been playing a constructive role
in helping to find a solution for the ethnic
problem in Sri Lanka.

We all know what has happened there
during the last two vears. Inspite of the
fact that our Prime Minister, and the
President of Sri Lanka have met so many
times, the problem has still not been
solved. Unless there is a strong desire,
cooperation and will, this problem cannot
be solved. With the recent approach of
SAARC countries towards each other, there
will probably be somec improvement in
these matters.

With Pakistan, it is hoped to resume
negotiations for improvement of relations
and having cooperation. In this connec-
tion, I wish to remind the Prime Minister
about the vested intcrest which the
bureaucracies in both our countries have,
in keeping the relations strained. A
notable exampl: was the statement of Mr.
Natwar Singh last week, that there would

be no negotiations at all with Pakistan on
the nuclear #nd other issues Now, at
Bangalore, it was decided that the talks
would be resumed. It was also said that the
Prime Minister might undertake his cont-
emplated visit to Pakistan. I urge him to
pursue the path of peace with Pakistan, and
wish him all success.

Without improvement of bilateral
relations, and removal of mutual distrust
among our countries, we cannot build a
sound struciure for SAARC. The founda-
tions of SAARC lie in the bilateral rela-
tions among our countries. We should
not allow our disputes to go out of hand.
We shoutd try to have them settled peace-
fully and bilaterally. We should create
public opinion in Pakistan, Bangladesh and
cisewhere, 80 that Governments in those
gountries follow a similar policy.
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Finally. most of the member countries
of SAARC do not have a representative
democratic system. Pukistan and Bangla-
desh are still in transition from military
dictatorship. Bhutan and Nepal are
monarchies. The democratic system in
Srilanka is vitiated by ethnic confiict and
the denial of human rights to the Tamils.
India has a federal parliamentary democ-
racy. While we would like to see these
countries also evolve toward the democratic
syitem, we should not do anything which
will give the impression of imposition of
our system on these peoples.

As we bhave started in these recent
negotiations and as earlier speakers have
mentioned the radio and TV system should
be able to give us much cooperation and
understanding and also give us better rela-
tions with one another.

The tourism which we are talking about,
we should also be taken as ap active part in
it and on the basis of that we should also go
with the mutual visa system or even elimi-
pating visa system what the common market
countries have got; and the mutual import-
export system th.t we have followed in
other couatries that is, they are following
import and export licensing system should
also be relixed so that business relationship
and cooperation and culture, sports and all
other activitivs should go simultaneously
in the long rua so that we can build up
excelleat relations to make this SAARC a
wonderful organisation, if not today, in
years to come ahead.

I, once again, congratulate the Prioe
Muinister to take up this SAARC effort and

successfully implement these tasks in the

larger interest of our country.

SHRI R.S. SPARROW (Jullundur) :
Hon’ble Mr. Chairman, the promotion of
SAARC is indesd a move ip the right
direction, indeed a fertile idea, on way to
maturity.

From every angle it is expected to
work for the good of the peoples of South
Asiap countgies.
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Before I Summit my few observations-
cum-recommendations in that regard, I
first beartily congratulate the hon. Prime
Minister and the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs to havin® taken an effective initia-
tive to propel to advantage the spirit of
cooperation amongst the peoplzs of South
Asia. Alot of ground work has been
covered in that regard and that has been
done most satisfactorfly, As a result of
cogent contribution made by our Prime
Minister and the Minist.y of Foreign Affairs,
various regional institutions, rescarch
centres mapagement cenfres, such as trans-
port management centres, Standing Com-
mittees of the Secretaries and so on have
been established along with other mutually
conducive measures which have been
adopted. On the whioe, internationally
speaking, it is a (remendous success, and if
I may say so, first time in the history of
South Asia, it is oot a mvan achicvement
at all.

From ages past, the culiure and back-
ground of South Asian Nations has histori-
cally been intimately common and intert-
wined as a onc whole. Their common ties
say, from Nepal down to South, East and
West have their tentacles spread all over
as being from one stock, amongst crores of
peoples.

Just imagine, as an example that the
National Emblem of Indonesia, the largest
Mohammedan country in the world and
lying contiguous to Andaman/Nicodar
Islands of India is GARUD, associated so
closely also with the epic of RAMAYAN,
This one whole tentacle of South Asian
people has a big significance and you will
see the result as we go on inthis open wide
world.

Sir, industrially, scientifically, cosmosi-
cally, commercially and ia all round econo-
mic and production fleld, we South Asians
beiween us can hold our own. To my
mind there is no doub: on that account.
Why do we have to cross all the scven seas
to work out the evenness of our economic
and other fields’ progress ?

What is it that wny of our regional
group of South Asian couatries cannot
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provide one another : Qualitative mans
power ? Labour in all .fie'ds ? Commer-
cial acqumanship of all types ? Scientific
progress, making percon 'lities ard persons,
professors. doctors, technicians and cosmic
experts with all underttanding stretching
right up to pultars. quasars, manholes, ard
what not, and blackholes and what not ?
Where is the thortage and where is the
diffi_ulty to handle all these problems
efficaciously amongst our South Asjan group
of countries ? It is for us to perceive in a
cogent manner,

Sir, we should respect cach other’
independence; of all countr.esin this region
as equal partners irrespective of the size,
potentialities or manpower. We should
have a very clear and clean understanding
amongst ourselves, and it should be our
aim to evean work out an understanding to
have a common geo-strategic, geo-offensive/
defensive understanding, as an international
block,

Besides that, if there could be, if you
look around, a NATO, if there could be a
CENTO, there could also be, if 1| may say,
80, a Warsaw Pict block and other so many
blocs, why should not there be a SAARC
bloc ? It will, in fact, carry the key to
keeping the world nations power balance
even. 1l will really act as a strong deter-
rent against the possibility of any kind of
nuclear holocaust to doom the world, geo-
strategically, geo-militarily; if you probe
deep into this mutual understanding there
is deep mcaniog in it.

Mao is an animal ino many respects.
Sorry. And be goes at each other’s threat
for one reason or the other.

AN HON. MEMBER : Ratioual

animal.

SHRI R.S. SPARROW : Since time
immemorial from stone-age to tms day it
is s0. SO0, you have to create condittons
to keep a 8ood grip on the modern day
typec of weaponry, modern day type of shall
I say a very clever, some (imes eved pervel-
ted brainepower aiso0 in these things, and
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we South Asians, from heritage poiot of
view, from the point of view of our old
culture and knowledge—cumulative—
people learn from you. Not that you had
to go too far to learn from them. Who
invented zero ? Who invented algebra ?
Who invented even, shall I say your system
of cleanliness in your own areas where you
live ?

Therefore, this clicking of beautiful
brains of South Asia should not be taken
lightly and 1 caution people all around
outside. ‘‘Do not try to be nastry clever
with us, We can do our own business.
We can hold our own manfully and people
bave tried their hands on us time and again,
they are pumpiog and blasting in one way
or the other. They are using some people
as Ssurrogates, nations as surrogates to
achieve their own end,

So, we can stand squarely on our two
broad stout legs. in South Agia, Millions
of uy, we are the strongest people in the
world, actually, potentially. We should
pot have any misunderstanding. Unless
you call a spade a spade on one takes any
notice of you. I am very glad in that
regard that our hon. Prime Minister with
his wide vision and boosted and backed up
by the External Affairs Monister and his
own team, bas done somethiig wonderful,
which has never been done befote. 1 am
very proud that as chance has it, having
get the ball rolling, you still have got the
command with India. You are now the
President of SAARC, which gives you an
extra little opening. shall I say, to put the
whole thing to full advantage. This is the
setting.

So many things have been said previou-
sly, which, it will not be fair forme to keep
on repeating for the sake of lecture. I do
pot believe in that, This is done very well
by anybody who spoke from that side and
this side. Various facts of the problems
bave been recapitulated innovatingly and
otherwise.

Fioally, I have nothing else to say more
thaa this that from every point of view,

Novmﬁatl 20, 1986

198687 333

South Asia can stand on jts own legs. I
urge upon my External Affairs Minister who
is workiog under the aegis of the hon.
Prime Minister, to probe it further forward,
with vigour verve and with your conscious-
ness as you own the whole of South Asia
as one of the tentacles. You sre mot
going to be, as I said, big power or small
power in Asia. They are brothers unto us.
And rope in others also If Afghanistan
has not come, tell it, kindly come in; this
is the right time. Now is the time. Tell
Burma, come along now; this is not the
time to waste Bven rope in Indonesia and
Bali. Why should we be encircled all
round every time to pay rome kind of a
price on our heads 7.

With these words I thank you very much
for sllowing me to speak.

SHRI SAIFUDDIN CHOWDHARY
(Katwa) ;: While taking par in this discus-
sion under rule 193, I cannot restrain
myself from referring to the siatement of
the Prime Minister. The v ry first of this
statement says :

“Inauguiated op the auspicious
occasion of Kartik Purnima and
of the birth anniverseries of the
prophet Mohammad and Guru
Nanak Devji. The Summit
reaffirmed .. *

I oppreciate his referring to Kartik
Purnima very much. He has the ability to
make to the right kind of referrence.

In this statement, some general re-
ference is there about the Second Summit
and the outcome of it. Tt is for the
Foreign Minister, here in this House, to
tell us in concrete terms the outcome and
the decisions that bave gome out from the
Summit,
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Now, before me, hon. Members have
said so many things. [ also very much
appreciate the need for closer cooperation
of the countries of South Asia, those who
have formed this organisation, SAARC. It
will be really a good thing if this Associa-
tion can really help in promoting the good
contacts among peoples of these countries.
That is very much needed. There are so
many jrritants in our relations. But they
are not making of the people. They are

the making of the vested interests, those
who are living in these countries and also

residing abroad.

The other Members have spoken about
the e~o~omic coopsration, cultural exchan-
ges, different projects to be undertaken, on
the areas of education, child welfare,
women development and all that, But
with that a common perception is requred
about our identity. We have to identify
why in the past we fell apart, who instiga-
ted animosi'y in this region and why des-
pite all our best efforts, we could not come
together., Who they are ? That is very
important. Now the Prime Minisier says
that bilateral issues are not to be taken
up in this forum. That is very good. The
point ss that cartain irritants are there in
our bilatcral relations which may endanger
this very concept also. So, we cannot be
oblivious to this. While T want that our
relations become more closer, they get
cemented more, buat if we keep our eyes
shut on that, Mr. Mushran Ji, then it will
be a real problem. '

AN HON. MEMBER
J?

Why Mushran

SHRI SAIFUDDIN CHOWDHARY :
He was looking at me. On this, Sir, the
other day on the AIR and television we
heird that Prime Minister Junejo has said
that AWACS are not coming to Pakistan,
but today one news 1is there that the
Ambassador of USA in Pakistan has said
that they arc going to get these. What is
trwe ? '
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[Mladon]

SHRI AJAY MUSHRAN (Jabalpur) :
Where did you read this ?

SHRI SAIFUDDIN CHOWDHARY :
Do you not go to library ?

[English]

So, these are the things. We are
serious about it. When SAARC was for-
med, we initially thought that we are
going to cinch these irritant issues, but

- now we find that Natwar Singh Ji—I have

great respect for him=—has said that in
Baogalore what was to be discussed was
non-controve sial issues and non-political
issues. Well, it is very good that we
should be cautious not to> take up such
issues which may harm the development of
SAARC, but I must say that we should
have the courage to add to the non-contro-
versial ' jtems certain other things. What
are those ?. . .(Interrupiion).

AN HON. MEMBER : He is talking
great sense,

SHRI P. KOLANDAIVELU (Gobechettf
palayam : Always he talks with great
sepnse.

SHRI SAIFUDDIN CHOWDHARY :
Apart from all this, the convenors havs
been appointed and all that we have heard
—scienoe and technology, cooperation,
culture, education. That is there very much.
If you can explore certain areas that is very
important and we have to do it. We have
no objection to that. But whether we
can add certain other items to those non-
controversial items ? I belicue we have
to take that initiative, Can’. we say from
SAARC that none of these countries will
allow its territory to any foreign country
to establish- a base ? India would not
allow, Pakistan would not allow, Maldives
would not allow. This is one important
thing and everyone should agree on that.
If we think that that will create disruption,
then it is no use of baving SAARC no talk,
nothing.
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‘Apother thing we can demand is this
that the concept of Indian Ocean as zope
of peace is 8 long-pending demend. It
was initlated in Deceriber 1981 in the 26th
Setsion of UN. General Assembly, Then
after that the direction wes to hold an
international conference in Colombo, What
bappened to that 7 1t secms t.ha.t every-
dody has forgot'en that. Can't SAARC
take up this issue 7. . (Interruptions).

DR G.S. RAJHANS : You are speak.
ing in China's words that China has
advocated this policy of zone of peace.

SHRI SAIFUDDIN CHOWDHARY :
I am talking about Indian Ocean as zone of
peace. On Nepal [ have certain things to
say, I do not support that zone of peace
concept. Bat this we can take upasa
zone of peace. If Colombo cannut host it,
somebody else can host {t, There is no
objection to that,

Another thing which is non-controversial
we can demand from SAARC and that this
is to the bepefit of this region, to the
benefit of the people of this region to live
in peace. What is that? To demand of the
members of the Security Council to give
an undertaking not to interfere in the affairs
of th's region, Are SAARC Members ready
to demand that declaration ?

Nobody should interfere—neither USA,
nor USSR, nor anybody. But they are
not going to say. Who will say ? On
this point the goodwill and real intention
will be expressed.

I do not want to speak on other points
or other aspects, These are important
aspects. A good sound basis can be fousd
for real co-operation in this region=—that

. it will be free from any threat, dabger and
~ obstruction in future,

SHRI SHARAD DIGHE (Bombay
North Central) : General espectation in
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the beginning was at a low leve] gs far as
SBAARC meel was concerped because of
the shadow cast py bilsteral disputes
patticulerly betwsen India and Pakistap
and also ethnic disputes in Srilanka, It
was held that no substantial beadway
could be made at such a meet, But it is
gratifying to note that these expectations
bad totally belied—and the resylts achicved
were weighty, substantive apd impressive,
The Bangalore summit of SAARC has hel.
Ped in consolidating the gains of regjonal
co-operation. In gome Conferences of
regional nature we do not expect at times
very spectacular achievements, But with
patience we have to make pregress slowly
and achieve one by one more and more
itemy' of co-operation. The results of

this meet cin be divided into two cate-
gories, The first js the establishment of
institational machinery and some procedursl
conventions  which have been agreed
upon. Already reference has been mades
to the establishment of the Secretariat at
Kathmancu to the establishment of the Secre-
tary General Mr. Abdul Osman of Bangladesh
Apart from this there has also been an
agreement regarding sharing of costs and
the most important is formulation for pro-
gramming costs and the costs of regional
Institutions have also been agreed upon. |
may go further and add that uniform
guldelines for convening Mmeetings, etc,,
have also been formulated, These are pot
small gains though after they have been
achieved bey appear not significant. Ip such
[eg?unl[ formulations it {s every difficult to
agree upon the place of the Secretariat,
the procedure of the meetings, the funds
sharing. But we must congratulate alj the
concerned snd especially the Prime Mibister
of India who has taken lead jn all thess
things and got this agreement made on

these fssues which bave been otherwise
controvercis! also,

Apart from this procedura) part thore
are several other decisions which have been
made, which demonstrate that SAARC isa
dynamic concept. Therefore, the organisers
deserve the congratulations og this point
also,

{t point was rafsed just now by the
oarlier spesker that we should find gyt
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-new and new areas for cooperation. He
had suggested some of them, but I may
point out that already in this meet itself
nearly 8 or 9 subjects have been found
out which may be termed as the extension
of the SAARC cooperation. In the first
place T may refer to the establishment of
Technical Committee for Drug Trafficking,
In this connection we must remember that
this was a matter of controversy be’ween
pakistan and India. In fact a press state-
ment has appeared of our Prime Minister
that drugs had become an importapt India-
Pakistan issue. So, from this point of
view we must say that it is a great achieve-
ment that all have agreed to the establish-
ment of the Committee for Drug Traffick-
ing. Not only that it has been established,
but it has been decided that it is to be
headed by Pakistan,

PROF. N.G RANGA (Guntur) ;: Send
a thief to catch a thief!

SHRI SHARAD DIGHE : So, from
this point of view this programme is a
great achievement.

There have besn several other agree-
ments which have been made extending the
term of reference of agricultural committee
to forestry, then exchange of experience,
methods of planning and implementation.
Io this respect the planners are to mcet
and discuss all these things from time to
time. The experience of collection of
revenue by India also has been a matter
of query by other countries, 1 am told,
And therefore, that will also be taken note
of and discussed. Of course, there may
be no planned harmonisation but our
experience and methods of planniog and
implementation will be utilised in this
Commit:ee.

Then, identification of a number of
priority objectives of SAARC countries on
International economic issues has also been
done in this meet and therefore, from this
point of view it Is a great success. The
success of this SAARC cannot be merely
asscssed frem the Bangalore Declaration
itself, but we must take also into consi-
deration the informal mectings of the
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Nandi Hills of the Heads of these countries
where several decisions have been taken,
which perhaps could not have been taken
jo the formal meetings.

This occasion was utilised for the
bilateral talks also. As has been said
that in such conferences always opport.
unities are taken to sort out the bilateral
issues and aswe read, there have been
also bilateral talks between India and
Pakistan and bilateral talks between India
and Sri Lanka also, and some b cakthrough
has taken place as far as India-Pakistan
bilateral relations are concerned, as is
reported. So, these are also te be taken
as success of this Conference.

There have been several other points
which have been decided to which the
earlier speakers made a reference—radio
and television and tourism. About tourism
a very important point that has been
decided is the facility for limited converti-
bility of national currencies for tourists
from SAARC countries. It would very
much help us as far as tourlsm is conger-
ned, but the most important point s that
this will lead to the concrete steps for
people-to-people contacts and that is very
important as far as such regional con-
ferences are comcerned. Ther efore, the
other points, namely, programmes for
cxchange of scholarsbips, early institution
of SAARC’s scholarships, fellowships and
Chairs in different universities would also
result in people-to-people contacts. Then,
a documentation centre has alsg been
decided, as far as this is concerned, So,
iovolvement of youths of each country is
proposed with the development programme
of the other country under which organised
volunteers of one countfy wold work in
the other country in the fields of agriculture
and foresiry expansion work. This will
also make peole-to-people contact and
involvement of the people, especially youths
of these countries.

Now, as I said, SAARC has been on

the right track, avoiding bilatera)
problems and emphasising the need
to take decisions unanimously. No

doubt., the definition of terrorism might
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pot have been agresd upon or might not
have been successfully agreed uvpon, But
at least, there is an Unequivocal condemna-
. tion of terrorism as far as this summit is
concerned. Therefore, I have got great
hope that in due course of time, there will
be an agreement on the definition of terro-
gism also. It is not wise, in such conferences,
to force an issue and ‘ake pride in a
demonstrable way but with fragile results,
Therefore, paticnce and perseverance are
pecessary from this point of view,

Now, the Secrctariat has been esta.
blished. I would only say that care should
be tzken to see not to evolve this Secretariat
jtself as a typical international bureaucracy.
We should take ‘care to sec that it really
follows up the programmes aod the
decisions of SAARC and the different
Commiltees thereof that are going to work.
It was, of course, significant that Zia wa»
absent in this summit. I would like to
kpow from the hon. Minister also, whether
there is any political sigoificance attached
to the absence of the President of Pakistan
in this summit and sending merely the
Prime Minister of that country. It is be-
cause in the earlier occasion, he was bhim-
self present at Dacca, I would like the
hon. External Affairs Minister to thiow
some light on this point.

With these words, I congratulate our
Prime Minister on taking 8 fead and baving
decome the Chairman of the SAARC
this year. 1 am sure that this
Association will make a great head-way
and whatever issues of cooperation which
are being decided in all those fields, this
region will make a great progress,

SHRI V.5. KRISHNA 1YER (Bangalore
South) : Mr. Chairman, Sir, I deem it a
proud privilege to speak on the subject
because the Seeond Sutpmii of South
Asian Association for Regional Co-apora-
tion was held in Bangalore, which is my

sonstituency.

i i ition of
gir, keeping with the trad
lamat’aka, the culture of Karnataka, the
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Bangslorians did accord a very warms
reception to our leaders. The Government
of Karnataka and the Bangalore City
Corporation worked day and night to make
the event a great success, The SAARC
Summit is really & historic event. Sir, I
bad the fortume of witnessing both the
opening session and the concluding session.
I heard with rapt attention the speeches of
all the leaders, I say with confidence thap
the leaders were very sincere in their
desire to strengthen the SAARC organisation
and also they re-affirmed their faith in
promoting common good of our people
through  cooperative  solutions to the
problems, which they have agreed to
hear. *

The Preamble of the SAARC Chapter
adopted at Dacca Summit clearly said that
political and bilateral issues should be
kept out and will not be allowed to
endanger the spirit of cooperation, At
the conference, they had not discussed the
bilateral issucs. But cutside the confe-
rence, they did discuss the bilateral issues,
Our country is now anxious to know what
transpired between the visiting leaders and
our Prime Minister. We are also anxious
to know the outcome although our Prime
Mipister in his Press Conference very
briefly stated that he had discussions with
Sri  Laokan President Shri Jayewardene

and also with the Prime Minjster of
Pakistan,

So far as his discussions with the
Prime Minister of Pakistan are concerned.
the Prime Minister of Pakistan has stated
that Pakistan has not cxploded nuclear
bomb. The Pakistan Prime Minister has
also stated that ““USA is not supplying us
AWACS planes”. Our Prime Minisor
sald that India s not convinced about it.

Another burning problem which pag
agitated the minds of the people of India
i3 the ethnic problem in Srj Lanka. That
problem was also discussed for hours
togetber. Our Prime Minister bad to Jeave
at 2,30 PM the other day bat he prolonged
his discussions for four bours at a stretch
because bhe was very keen that a solution
Is found to this problem because genocide
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is carried on in Sri Lanka., They want to
find a solution soon. OQur Prime Minister
has not given us the details.
that at this junction it will not be in the
interest of both the countries to divuige
aaything. That is all right. We trust it,

This House and (he whole country is
very anxious to know the outcome of the
bilateral talks between the varioos leaders
and the Prime Minister had.

Our Prime Mirister promised to make
a statement next week. 1 wish by the
time we diicussed this important subject,
we had known the dciails.

The Preamble of SAARC Charter also
Bo®s on to declare that they will be guided
by respect for the principles of sovereignty,
equality, territorial integrity, national
independence, non-use of force and non-
intcrference in the internal affairs of other
States and peaceful settlement of issues.

The SAARC nations are in one way
of the other bound by commonalities.
They have a common gengraphy, a common
culture, a common temperament and
commo: heritage,

Under the dynamic leadership  of
Bangladesh, SAARC has grown as a
bealthy child and now it is tha turn of
India to develop this child,

I am sure we cannot put the entire
responsibility oo our Prime Minister
bimself. The whole nation is behind the
Prime Minister in sirengthening  this
or@avisation. We have got a very able
Exteroal Affairs Minister- We have three
able External Affairs Ministers ‘Trimur-
thies.” I am sure they would share the
responsibility because people expect a lot
from SAARC.

The very fact that the seven leaders
have met in the SAARC Conference is a
step forward. We cannot take mecely
Pious decisions.

KARTIKA 39, 1908 (S4K4)
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satisfied. They want concrete action.
People are watching how this organisation
works.

We are all very happy to see that a
permanent Secretariat will be established
i Kathmaodu in January. When the
Sccretariat is established, it is natural to
cxp. ¢t that the implementation of declsions
arrived at the Summit Conference will be
looked into,

Many of the Mombers bave referred
to the various areas of cooperation on a
number of subjects. They have agreed to
share the benefits each orher.

One important thing on which they
have jointly resolved is to fight against the
evils of drug-trafficking and terrorism.
That is very important, so far as our
country is concerned. They decided to
promote people to people contact at all
levels.

SAARC leaders had two more possible
items of cooperation at the Nandi Hills,
Nandi provides a very good climate. The
two items are cooperation for strengthen-
ing popular participation and inter-action,
These include 1adio "and television
programmes, tourism, eichange of scholars,
a Regional Documentation Centre and
organised volunteer exchange programme
for work in Agriculture and Forestry.

DR. V. VENKATESH (Kolar):
Nandi Hills are in my district, Kolar,

SHRI V.S. KRISHNA IYER : If ttere
was some more time, they would have
solved many more problems at the Nandl
Hilis.

(Iaterruptions)

whole world is
wulching as to how this Bargalore
Declaration will be implemented. The
implementation programme is in the bapds

Now, the
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of the Ministers and the Secrataries
concerned. At fiest, we were disappointed,
in the morning, when the Prime Minister
addressed the Press Conference and
thought that bilateral talks between India
and Pakistan have failed. Bat, fortuna-
tely thanks to the guidence by the Prime
Minister, the hon. Minister for Bxternal
Affairs has pursued it. Mr. Natwar Singh
and others could do their tasks with their
counterparts, Itis really a very happy
augury (o note that normalisstion process
will begin from the next round at Islame-
bad. The Foreign Secretaries will be
mecting. That is very essential. Many
members have referred to solving bilateral
issues and they said that the bilateral
jssues cannot be solved in meeting only
once in a year. The Officials can moet
oncein a month to discuss about the
mutual cooperation. But these burniog
problems, particularly the issue between
Pakistan and India canpot wait any longer.
It cannot wait for an another summit, I
am sure they will do something. Being in
Bangalore, [ saw with my own eyes how
the Foreign Secretaries and the Foreign
Ministers were burning tbeir midnight oil
to prepare the ground for the summit
conference. That is why the concluding
Session was able to conclude within an
hour. The officials worked day and night,

The Prime Minister in his speech has
quoted Kautilya as saying that we must
have good neighbourly relations, Even as
individuals we fcel that we must have good
neighbours, Whenever we go in for a
house, we ask as to who are all our
neighbours. It is necessary that we should
develop good relationships with our neigh-
bour,

One thing the world must koow.
Though we are a big country and though
we have got our own resources, India has

paver shown the big-brother attitude
towards aoy country. It condygted itself
with dignity. Though SAARC is a non-

political Organisation and no reference
should be made to the political side of it,
two of the leaders did make references to
{he Summit of the bilateral Issues. The
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Pakistani Prime Minister referred to the
movement of troops in the border. The
Sri Lankan President, in his extempore
portion of his speech, referred to the
ethoic problem in Sri Lanka But our
Prime Minister did not react. Because it
has been very clearly stated that political
issues will not be discussed. Though in the
SAARC Conference it was not discussed, it
Is necessary that political issues also must
be solved sooner or later. I would like to
make one last point.  Aonother disappoint-
ment that was in store for us was the area
of cooperation was not extended. India
was very keen that trade and industry etc.
should be included. It would have bene-
fited other countries too. But somebow
the other countries have mis-trust in us and
they did not agree to it. In the SAARC
the convention is that unless the decision
is upanimouly acceptable, it will not be
adopted. We hope that at the next
Summit, the area will be further extended.
This SAARC spirit and the Bangalore
Declaration will serve as a star for world
peace and stability, For this region,
nearlv 100 crores of people live. With
these words I wish success not only to the
Conference which has just been concluded
but also to the SAARC Secretariat and
SAARC officials,

[ Transiation)

SHRI SHRIPATI MISARA (Mashhli-
shahr) : Mr. Chairman Sir, the first summit
copference of the SAARC was held in
Dhaka in wbich the bheads of States or the
Prime Ministers of al) the seven countries
participated. The second conference was
held i Bangalore but the Head of the
State of the Pakistan, which is the second
largest country member of the SAARC
(first being India) did not attend it, The
Prime Minister of that country participated
in this SAARC conference, Undoubtedly,
this would have no importance in an
ardinary situation but kecping in view the
relations prevailing between India and
Pakistan the hon, Miunister, as Shri Dighe
has said, must clarify the position. 1 da
pnot know what the hon. Minister will say.
But be is a learncd person and can throw
some light on this issue to remove our
doubts, But stall - the common mau wiil
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have a lingering doubt as to why particl-
pate the Head of the State of that country
did not. Many issues like thes setting up

of a permanent secretariat, the procedure

to the adopted ‘etc, were setting in
Bangalore, 1 do not want to repeat what
has already been said as it will serve no
purpose. [ want to thank our Prime
Minister and the other Heads of State and
the Prime Ministers who participated in
this conference, Th:y decided many
issues. Those issues may not suit some
peopls. When the hon. Member Shri
Saifuddin Chaudhary was speaking, I felt
that he was not touching the real issue.
We waat to have good relations and to
achieve this we are making efforts in
various directions. We are trying to have
exchange programmes on  agriculture,
forestry and some other ficlds. At the
same time, we have a fecling that if we
touch some controversial issues they may
hamper the progress of this conference.
All right, touch such 1{ssues at the time
you think fit. But until personal, political
and national relations aro discuesed
frankly and the sore points are removed,
you will not be able to find real solution
of the problem,

SHRI NARAYAN CHOUBEY : What
are the sore points ?

SHRI SHRIPATI MISHRA : Shri
Choubeyvji, please excuse me. I may tell
him that he beloags to a party which may
not be perturbed even if India is attacked.
You may be remembering that at the time
of the war with China, he was not concer-
ned at all. May I tell you what pinches
you.

SHRI =~ NARAYAN  CHOUBEY
(Midnapore) : Please do, even by abusing.

SHRI SHRIPATI MISHRA : Bvery
day, discussion 1akes place here. Although
I have not participated in any of the
discussions but every time I hear thet some

foreign hand is behind this terrorism.
Some foreign power is training the
terrorists and sending them here. Who is

this forcign power ? Sometimes we even
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name it and say that we have proof of its
involvement. It has become the biggest
problem for our country. When we have
talks with that power on varlous issues,
wby then do we hesitate to raise this
point ? We must dircuss this issue also.
Only then will we be able to know their
intentions. If they are not prepared to
talk on this issue then it will make their
intentions clear. The Charter of SAARC
expressly says that no country shall
interfere in the sovereignty, rights and
internal affairs of another country. You
have included all the principles of the
Panch Bheel in this charter and in spite of
this, if any country is not willing to sort
out the irritants and does not respond
satisfactorily then, certainly, its intentions
cannot be bonafied and when the intentions
are malafied, how can we sit together and
settle the issuve, e

Secondly, about the problem of Assam,
it was decided during Prime Ministership
of late Shrimati Indira QGandhi that a
barbed wire fence would be erected along
the border to check the infiltration from
Bangladesh. There was no controversy over
it because the fence was to be raised on
our side of the border. But still the issue
is hanging fire. What is wrong in it?
Why do they want to prevent us from
doing so ? There is no controversy about
it. And, if the other party considers it
wrong, and at the same time, is not ready
to resolve the issue in a practical munner,
then it certainly means that they do oot
want to resolve the issue amicabby These
are the two things I had to tell you,

The third problem is the ethnic
problem of Sri Lanka, The steps and
efforts of our Hon. Minister to solve this
problem are praiseworthy, but while efforts
are on, their armed forces attack Tamils
and kill many people. There must be
some negotiation with them to resolve this
problem. I do aot want you to take a
decision. But these issues should be
discussed frankly as SAARC countries are
considered to be a family. The  SAARG
countries should sit like a family aad
discues their p:oblems without any hesita.
tion. BEveryone should listen to those
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problems. If someone does not speak
frankly and does mot want to accuse
someone openly, then, let them not do so.
But all these issues and intentions must be
made clear to this family of SAARC. You
have taken a major step—people to people
contact=—and when this contact is achieved,
the masses of the respective eountries will
force their rules to adopt the right
approach. You have taken some decisions
about the mass media and certain other
matters. I want you to stress on the
implementation aspect of the proposals of
setting up of the communication system
and people to people contact,

On economic front, I am not very
optimistic that much can be achieved by
mutual exchanges. But whatever be the
results, they will be for the good. I want
to say that you must expand the means of
communication. The news to be exchan-

ged among the member countries must be

authentic, otherwise, the outside forces
having very powerful news agencies will
distort the news and try to spoil our
relations. We must epsure that only
authentic news is exchanged. In order to
achieve the pcople to people contact, you
have devised some exchange programmes
involving students, professors, technicians,
etc., and I think it will help them in
gnderstanding each other. This will biing
some qualitative chenges in the thinking
of the people. They will try to set
priorities to achieve goodwil! and friend.
ship among these countrice,

Inthe end, I want to invite your
attention to two things. I would like our
hon. Foreign Minister to pooder over the
point which General Sahib has just
reminded. Burma and Afghanistan are at
least two such countries and it is a
historical fact that they had age old ties
with this continent and there had been
close contact between the people of those
countries and the rest of the continent
(Interruptions). . . . . . Thailand also comes
in this category. So, efforts should be
made to isclude at least such countries in
this family and forum, It will widen the
buse, ©¢Epsnd commerce and trade and
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give strength to this movement. I am
using the word ‘strength’ because it is the
age of ‘materialism’ and strength and
materialism are understood better thig
any thing else. Our Prime Minister on
his return from vlsit to Australia and New
Zealand had said that countries like
Burma, Thailand and Afghanistan which
even today follow certain Indian traditions
and culture shovld be included in this
movement to widen its base. This will
give strength to the movement itself and
to its voice in the international forums. I
do not advocate creation of any power
bloc or military power. It is not rcquired,
but some arrangements must be made to
voice forcefully the principles of Panch
Sheel propounded by Pandit Jawabar Laj
Nehru, the great leader of India in this
group so that the voice may reach the
member countries. With these words, I
thank_ you for giving me time to express
my views,

[English]

SHRI P. KOLANDAIVELU (Gobichet-
tipalayam) : Mr. Chairman, Sir, so far as
SAARC Summit is concerned at the outset
we have to convey our compliments to the
hoo. Prime Minister whe has been selected
as the Chairperson of SAARC and who hag
taken much pains in order to scttle the
Sri Lankan issue at Bangalore itself.
Bangalore was the right place to hold
SAARC Summit as South is always a zone
of peace. Sir, on account of convening of
the Summit at Bangalore it got a face-lifs
as Rs. 3.4 crores were spent for this
purpose. I request the hon. Minister of
External Affairs that such Conferences can
be convened in Madras also so that
Madras may also get a face-lift by spending
Rs. 3-4 crores.

SHRI NARAYAN CHOUBEY': Why
not Calcutta, Sir ?

PROF. N.G. RANGA : No.
pollution,

There i

SHRI NARAYAN CHOUBEY : It is
very much growing. It is not limping,
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SHRI P. KOLANDAIVELU : The
SAARC summit is & step in the right
direction. Definitely. the SAARC confefe-
nce at Bangalore is 8 substantial improve.
meat over the conference at Dhaka which
was held last year. The declaration bas
also paved the way for consiructive efforts
in the nine areas identified in 1985 for an
jotegrated programme Of action, 1 request
the Government to sce that the implemen-
tation is done in letter and spirit,

We bave seen so many conferences and
after the conferences are over, they have
been taking 5o mapy steps, but the steps
taken are mostly inconclusive or they are
ot at all useful to the people at large.
But I hope that the decisions taken in this
conference will be implemented in letter
and spirit, aod we will be able to use
them for the child and woman walfare.

In the conference at Dhaka in the year
1983 it was also decided tiat the bilateral
jssues cannot be raised in this conference,
but unfortunately, the Sri Lankaa Presi-
dent, Shri Jayewardane, contrary to this
convention, raised the problem of Sri
Lapken Tamils and criticised the policy
and programmes of the §ri Lankan Temils.
ft {s & fact that his Government  has
killed nearly ten thousand Tamilians so far
and displaced nesrly four and a half Jakh
Tamilians from Sti Lanka and has also put
4500 Tamilians inside the jails. A pomber
of Tamil villages bave also been destroyed.
After all this, he speaks in the SAARC
summit as if he §s a Budba or & Gandbi.
He also speaks about ahimsa and pon.
violence, It is just like ** uccessfuly
quoting the sermons of the Bible in the
presence of Christ in the church. Actuslly,
Shri Jayewardane before Jeaving Sri Lanka
for Bangalore virtually declared a war.
He also stated in Sti Lanka to the press
that this was the last chance he was
giving to the Tamil militants. If they were
pot coming forward to the bpegotiating
table, he would declare a  war. What
does it mean ? He is purehasing gun-
boats, he is also purchasing warplanes and
arms from Pakistan, China, USA eand
other countries. The entire Tamil mace in
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Sri Laoka is actually facing annihilation
and liquidation at the hands of Sri Lankan
Goverement,

I appreciate and I congratulate our
hon. Prime Minister who has actually taken
so much of psins in order to settle the
issue. In fact, marathon talks were going
on between our hon. Prime Minister
and the Sri Lankan President, Shri,
Jayewardane for four hours, for five
hours, but wo do not know what bas
been the outcome of the talks so far.
Aoyhow, we are under the impression
thet our Prime Minister will come
forward to settle the issue. If the issue is
pot settled during the period of our hon.
Prime Minister, I think, there cannot be
any solution for the Tamils in Sri Lanka,
This is the right time and our bon. Prime
wmipister is taking sincere steps and we
appreciate it,

At the Same time, our hon. Prime
Minister gave a statemont yesterday, but
unfortunately, he has not mentioned even
a single word about the Sri Lankan
problem. [ request him to come forward
with a statement. At Jeast the External
Affairs Minister who is going to reply to
this debate may mention something with
regard to this problem and what actually
happeped in Bangalors between Shri
Jayewardane acd our hon. Prime Minister,
As regards violation of human rights, it
does not find a place in the Statement,
The genocide that is taking place in Sri
Lanka aiso does not find a place in the
Statement. All these things should have
beep mentioned in the statement,

All those leaders who came to attend
the Bangalore Summit, made a piedge to
mecet the needs of the children. This is
an immensely important matter and that is
why they have made a mention about it in
the meeting. o this context, they called
for an eorly conclusion and adoption of
the United Nations Convention on the
Rights of the Child. They subscribed fo
the goals of ubiversal immunisation by
1990, wuniversal primary  education
matornal sod child autrition and so on.
These are very important areas. We !uv;
to see that we meet children’s requirements
felly so that they can bave proper mentg|
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and physical development. This is very
pecessary because childten are the future
of our country. In this connection, I
would like to stress ome point. If we
really want our children to grow with good
health and have free education, we should
give them free nutritions meals. This
Nutritious Meal Scheme is being ‘mple-
mented in Tamil Nadu and our hon.
Prime Mini ter has to come forward to
have this scheme. I suggest that this
Nutritions Meal Scheme should be imple-
mented immediately in almost all the
States,

PROPR. P.J. KURIEN (Idukki) : I do
pot want to repeat the points that.have
already been mentioned by my friends.
Sir, SAARC is still in an infantile stage,
But within a short span cof time, itis
proved that SAARC can be a very useful
forum for mutual cooperation among the
States of South Asia. The success, within
this small period, is certainly due _to the
statesmanship of our Prime Minister.
Much of the credit for the success qf
SAARC as slso the success of the Summit
in Bangalore goes to our Prime Minister,

This success is in spite of the fact that
there are a number of irritants among the
States of SAARC. There are differences
of opinion between India and Pak.istan;
there arc differences between India and
gei Lanka, As has already been st.at:fl,
our basic difference with Pakistan lies in
the fact that that nation is trying to be-
come a nuclear power. They haye already
manufactured a nuclear bomb or ght_zy are
about to make it. Again, sophlsnm?ccd
arms are being induced into that region,
which poses a threat to our security.
“Pakistan is also encouraging tcrr_orism_ at_ld
js playing in the hands of :mpcrmh?t
Powers to destablise our country. Sim_;-
jarly, witb Sri Lenka also, we have certain
problems. As my hon. (riend Sri Kola_m-
daivelu has rightly said, T‘amlls. are being
datchered and & genmocide is taking

be
\ace, in that country. But, whilc ¢
:onoctlde is taking place, Mr. Jaye-
wardane came here (o Bangalore

hete he preached a sermod of peace. It
;uuc. he preashed dhimsa. But we shoyld
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tee that ia spite of these irritants, these
countries of the South Asis were ‘able to
come together around a table on one plate
form. Is {t oot a success? Is it pot a

~ success that Jayewardane was made to

preach Ahimsg in Bangalore ? This is our
success,

SHRI P, KXOLANDAIVELU :
killing so many people there ?

After

PROF. P.J. KURIEN : Let me please
finish. I am cominn to it. To that extent
it is a success. One Hon’ble Member
asked when these irritants are there, what
are you going to do with SAARC ? Sir,
when individuals or countries come
together, if we are sincere about friendship
first we should identify the areas of coopers-
tion. We should find out, in what gl
fields, we can co-operate and we should
work in those fields. Those areas of
unity or areas of co-operation should be
used ms a footing, in order to solve the
problems which are in front of vs. There-
fore, these seven countries of Sourh-Asia
coming together and identifying the areas
of unity, identifying the fields wh?re they

can co-operate in itself s a success and a
step forward in solving the peoblems ahed
of us, i.e.,, the problems confronting our
country and Pskistan and the problems
confronting our country and Sri Lanka and
also other problems. Therefore, in that
context, it is a success. We should know
that this we have achieved within a short
spat of time. How can you expect big
result within such a short span of time 9
Ifa tres i» planted, to get fruits it will
take some time. It has to grow. You
cannot get results from a small sappling.
So it is orly a sappling, It has to grow.
If it bas to grow, we should be prepared
to nurture it with an intention that it should -
Srow. That is what India is doing, Tt is,
Bangladesh which has injtiated or came for-

ward with an idea of the regional co-
operation. But we are trying our best to
purtureit. Our Prime Minister has said
while he is the Chairman of the SAARC,
he will try to broaden the areas of
cooperation and will try to see that
SAARC is a reality in solving of any
probjem of this ayea.



383 Suppl. D.G. (Gen)

.Asaln in the Prime Minister’s speech,
it has deen said, I quote :

“The basle thrust of our affair is

to promote people to people
contacts at all levels,””

Sir, this js the most important point.

If we look at the history we find that the

cultural traditon of the people of this
area is the same. We were sharing the
common history, due to, of course, historic
_reasons. Therefore, in addition to a
Government to Government co-operation,
the thrust is to be given to peopleto
people co-operation. I am happy here to
say, the arcas which were identified, are the
areas of co-operation which will promote
people to people co-operation, That will
lead to emergence of cultural personality,
which was already there, but which is
dorm-nt for the time heing. So, it is our
duty, as the Central Member of the SAARC
or as the leader of the SAARC or the
Chairman of the SAARC to see that this
Common cultural personality emerges
among the countries of the SAARC. That
excellent personality will be a catalyst in
solving the problems which are confronting
us. Therefore, this jdentification cultural
personality is one of the most important
aims of the SAARC and it should achieve
it. Iam very happy that the SAARC s
moving in that direction and our Prime
Minister is giving a lead in that direction.

Sir, South Asia has its own regional
identity. My hon. friend here said that
we can add some more countries to this
group. Yes, Thailand and Burma can bs
included in this group. What is our cul-
taral bond with them? When, I visited
Thailand, I found that when I said, I come
from ladia, they spoke of India as the
great country of Buddha  Cultural bond is
already there with these countries but we
pever tried to discover that bond. These
countries also ocan join with us. So,a
tegional South Asian identity of culture,
tradition and Common bistory can be
developed. If that is developed, I am sure
it will be one of the political Powers in the

region.

True; we have no political intentions.
The hon. Prime Minister has #8id ; SAARC
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is not a political forum. Bven if it is not
such a forum, the voice of SAARC will be
listened to by the Big Powers, If that is

 to be achieved, SAARC should emerge as

one as @ unifying factor, unifying force in
every field. .

1 am happy that this regional identity
has been discovered. It is not something
new. It was a'ready there. We were not
able to discover it. Now that we have
discavered it, it is our duty to see that this
regional identity is maintained. Other
countries which are a kin to our culture
should also be brought info that forum,

True, SAARC is rot able to solve some
of the problems in the region. About
terrorism SAARC was not able to agree on
a definition, , But it has been agreed that
terrorism should be fought out, That much
of an agreement is there.

I am sure that whoatever we have
achieved. is something commendable ; on
this footing if we go ahead. we will surely
solve our other problems also. I am
sure that our Prime Minister is Biving a
lead in that direction, I wish him
success ; the entire people of the
country is with him, and wish him success.
Let us all hope that SAARC might
lead to a solution of all the bilatera]
problems of this region.

With these words, I conclude.

SHRI NARAYAN CHOUBEY (Midna-
pore) : I welcome the declaration of the
recent SAARC mee'ing held at Bangalore.
But we must be realistic. There should
not be too much of an elation ; neither
should there be an absolute frustration,

This is the yoﬁngest grouping i
world. Also, the population lh:t u:h:l::-
countries cover is the largest in number
compared to all other 8roupings in lh.-:
world.  There have been other groupin
like ASEAN, Gulf countries, and als:
?ther groupings. But these eroupings had
ispiration from some other countries
from mperialist countries Jike USA :n&
from NATO. Here there is the diﬂ‘e;enc
between these groupings. sy our groupin ;
¢alled SAARC. That SAARC has cm:;
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foto being, is ltself a big achievement,
Previously, Bavgladeshand even Sri Laoka
wanted to join ASBAN. Pakistan wanted
to join the West Asian Group; but after
a - realistio survey, realism prevailed on
them, The very situation obtaining in this
area demanded that we the peoplo of
South Asia combined, and stood combinedly
{n whatever manner possible, and in whate-
ver circumstances.

Sometimes we have had differences, no
doubt ; but the differences should be left
aside, and the arcas of uoity roust come

forward.

This declaration by SAARC has given
yery positive results. I would speak of
many things, but the first thing I will speak
. about is this: it is for the first time tha} 8
South Asian Broadcasting System is going
to come up. It will bave a very rood
impact In Soutb Asian nations, amopgst
whom there are so many differences.

Weo are going to develop tourism—
people to people contacts. If the people
from Bangaladesh, Yyoung people from
Bangladesh come to Calcutta and People
from Calcutta go to Dacca, Islamabad
people come to Delhi and Delhi people go
to Islamabad, definitely, the question of
hatred will be coming down ; they wy’ll be
learning from each other more, will b-e
understandidg from cach other more ; it is
a very big step, if we can really implement

these things.

Similarly, voluntary programmes for
youths, if our youchs g0 10 pannladesh for
making irrigation projects if youths from
Pakistan come to Delhi to solve tpe prob-
lem of drought, to serve us, d efinitely, we
will be developing a common culture ; that
thing too is very good.

As haa been stated, som® welfare
measures are going to be adoptgd. Univer-
sal ohild welfare programme will be‘ there
by which you are going to immunise al)

_ehildren by 1990 ; uoiversal primary
sducation ; provision for “safe drinking
water by 2000 AD, They are all laydable
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things, Nobody is there in India who
would not support these things.

We are to take a very correct and
realistic assessment regarding the groupings ;
their socio-economic conditions obtaining
in these countries, in various countrics are
not the same. In India, we have demo-
cracy. In Pakistan, Nepal and Bhutan
they are theocratic States, Some say that
their religion is Hindvism ; some say Islam
is their culture. There is military dicta-
torship in Pakistan ; in Bangladesh, there
is military dictatorship posing that they are
democrats. We have got our own demo-
cracy. Let differvnt types of countries
have been able to come together and sit
together and take some decisions, which
although they are not so full as the need
requires, even then it is 8 very big advanc,

The Bangalore declaration reads as
follows :

The leaders reaffirmed that the
principal goal of SAARC was to
promote the welfare of the peo-
ple of South Asja, to improve
their quality of life, to accelerate
economic growth, social proe
grammes and cultural develop.
ment in the region end 1o provide
all individuals the opportunity to
live in dignity and to realise their
full potential.”

It is a very laudable announcement.
So, far, it is all right, We capnot differ
with it. But then we must look to the
reality ; how far we can really do in the
obtaining situatinns as  th:y are pow.
Bxcept Nepal and Bhutan, there even
today monarchy is ruling at the fag end of

the 20th century even when bourgeois

system, capitalist system ‘s coming down :
and socialism is coming up. In Nepal and
Bhatan, we get Kings with absolute power ;
and io the rest of these counties, while
poverty is the main problem, as hss been
stated, we want to live in dignity, all these
arc colonies of erstwhile British Imperig.
lism, India, Bangladesh, Pakistan and
Srilanka are members of the ex-colonjes,
and we are poor ; we ars developing
nations ; we are pot a developed nati (p
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because of that. . Mr., Goswam{ has stated
that the poorest of the poor live in those
areas ; it is not because of our fault ; it is
because imperialist countries looted thcse
countries and suck our blood. Evea now,
imperialists bave their own designs for this
gone ; they want (o subvert and destroy
our ecoonomy in this zone; it is well-
known to us what they s8re doing. It has
been stated very clearly and categorically
in this declaration. It reads as follows :

“The heads of state or govern-
meat were deeply concerned that
the world e:onomy continued to
be in the throes of crisis, with
particularly harsh and severe
consequences for the ecopomies
and dev-lopment prospects and
aspirations of the developing
countries.”

Very correct. It further reads reads
as follows *

“These negative factors include :
Depresscd  commod:ty prices,
rising proiectionism, glubal rece:-
gion, lowe: export earnings, net
outflow of financi¢l resource from
developing countries and an
aggravated debt crisis.”

We arz all victims of these things'
fet it be it Pakistun, be it Bangladesh, be

it Ceyland and be it lodia. These thing

still continue.

And then, dcestabilising internally by
usiag all sorts of ethoic aad social coont-
radictions ! Lt 1s quite wetk known, What
ijs bewng dooe by Pakistao? What is
Pakisian doing 1o Punjab ?  How, they are
helping ? And eveo Baogladesh, a small
couatry, they are 8iviag iraining o TVNs,
to come and attack Tripara. It is happen-
tog. We are surroundzd, The entire area
is surcoanded. We nave got mulitary beses
in Pakistan, in Sri Lanka, and even in
Bautaa and Nepal. Nepal is at loast
looking towards Noitd, oot towards us, (kat
is Quite obyious, 30 Wdat 18 bappeaing ?

RAKTIKA 39, 1908 (SAKA)

1986-89 358

India wanted that these things like
trade, commerce, industry, power and
others have to be part of discussion and
decision. It was not agreed to. I am
sorry. But then, actually, without these
things you cannot advance. We want
SAARC to be an instrument of struggle for
péw economic order and South-South
cooperation should start here. We, the
people of this region, should meet, know
our problems, and help each other. I hope
this will low. It has not yet come. I do
not regret. Because, SAARC was born al
Dacca, only one year ago; it is an infanmt.
It is only born. So, at that time all these
things were not done. Whetever has besn

‘done here they were not done at that time.

All these things, trade, commerce, industry,
power, they could not be included becauss
of objections from some countries. In
Dacca other countries objected to whatever
has now accepted in Bangalore. So from
Dacca to Bangalore is an advancement.

What has happseed in langalore, we
should recognise and under the Chairman-
ship of our country, and our Prime
Minister Rajiv. Gundht we will achieve
more victories in the economic and social
froats und convert SAARC graduaily into
what it 15 not today, but 1t should gradually
bo an mstrument for South-South coopera-
tion and an insirument for new economie
order without which these counlries, all
thesec countries not only India, caopot
develop. 1 have full bope that through
SAARC we will achieve more and more
advancement.

[ Translation)

SHRI RAJ KUMAR RAI (Ghosi) :
Mr. Cnairman, Sic, the Mecmbers who spoke
before me, discussed 10 detaii how the
SAARC came into existence in Dnaka, how
its second conference was held in Baogalore
on }3:h, 16tn aud how our Prime
Minister ways clecied its chaumaa, Now
It will have a parmaacat secretariat in
Nepai, where we would be abis 10 see all
its activities. [he seven countries which
are its members, have common problems
aod there is no doudt tnac all these are
developing: couniries "and  are  ficiog
problems like illueracy, food, shgiicr, etg,

*
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1 do not think there is any need to tell that
Pakistan, Bangaladesh and we bad been
one country upto 1947 and rest of the
%puntries were at one time British colonies,
{1is good that we bave started our cfforts
from Bangalore in the direction of remov-
ing ignorance and illiteracy and forging
towards progress. Shri Rajiv has regarded
the movement being at informative stage.
Nobody has any - doubt regarding the
ability, intelligence and competence of our
Miaister for external affairs. We bave
been watching all the developments. I
would like to raise two or three issues
here. We all agiee that Burma, Afghanis-
tan and Indonesia should be included in it.
We cannot solve our problems by creatiog
small blocks, The aims, for which we
have formed the SAARC, requires the
participation of these countries. The areas
of development mentioned in the charter
need everybody’s cooperation,  without
which neither can we bring peace to this
sub-continent nor will we be able to make
progress and avoid unnecessary wars.

I hope that our learned hon. Minister
would throw some light on the points raised
by the mcmbers, who spoke before me. I
do not want to take up those issues which
may harm us. lo his statement the Prime
Minister had stated here yesierday that
this was vot a forum for bilateral discus.
sions. 5o far as 1 can understand his
inteotion is that issucs pertaintng to apy
two of ihe member couniries would not be
raised and diecussed there. We would not

" discuss 10 tlis foruwn our dispute with
Pakistan or what i1s bappening to our Tamil
brothers in Sri Lauka, I would submit that
if we reaily want to make progress, we
shall have to resolve our differcnces,
Uniess we do it and discuss these things
openly with oue-another, no solution is
possibie. Af Pcesident Zia has mot come,
it 18 their busiaess, their Pritoe Minister
had come. We shall bave 10 ask Pakistan
wby they are encouragiog the elemenis
who are raising slogans of Khalistan in
india; what wrong have we done to them.
Do they suspect that the Mukti  Vahini in
Baogladcsh were ours 7 First, we shall
have to make introspection. 1f we clarify
our position, we would seek the same from

e also. We can ask them from where

it
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the Khalistania are .getting armes and
ammunitions, how trained military personnel ‘
are inflltirating into our country, how drugs
are being smuggled and how long will it
go on? If Pakistan is doing anything
against our interests, do you think that
covering such things would solve our
disputes 7 While sitting in the SAARC, if

‘we say that we do not want to bhave bila-

teral talks with President Jayewsardane, do
you think that we would be' able to sort
out our differences with Sri Lanka? We
can say this much that we shall not inter-
fere in the sovercign'y of amy other
country and it is good not to interfere in
the internal matters of other coubtries,
This is our policy also, We shall also not
like any other country’s interference in our
internal matters but when our Tamil
brothers are being killed and the ethnlc
problem is assuming serious proportions,
we must have bilateral talks, Today, we are
7 or 10 countrics sitting together, tomerow
it mey be 12 or i4 because we have one
cullure, one religion, we have geographical

and historical links. Apy of us can bave
problems. If we do not clear our sides
on such platforms, do not try to understand
each otber’s view points, do not sort out
our differences, how will we be able to
solve our problems. So far as cultural
relations and religions are concerned, they
do not belp and you have a long experience
of it. Despite our being Hindu nations
why our relations with Nepal are not
improving. China, Japan, Bangkok and
Indonesia are the followers of Buddhism
but does it play any role in their mutual
relations 7 It 18 the nation which matters,
Somebody said that We should not form
any power bloc. But when CENTO,
SEATO ard NATO can be formed and
then the Federation of Gulf couniries oan
be constituted, then, Sir, why capnot we
bave bilateral talks ? Sir, need be, we shall
have to create an organisation which wijl
help us in resolving our minor disputes.
Nobody has forgotten Diego Garcia, and
Glgit is another cxample before us, If
you do not have talks on all these matters,
how these disputes will be resolved.

Therefore, I am of the opinion snd
want to makec a request through you that
the experienced and able Minister for
Bxternal Affairs must sece that aa open
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discussion takes place on these issues and
that South Asisn countries constitute power-
ful bloe to make the rest of the world
uoderstand tbat our culture {8 one, our
bhistory is one and we are geographically
linked and therefore, our development will
take place together.

 With these words, I cooclude,

(Eaglish)

SHRI N.V.N, SOMU (Madras North) :
Mr, Chairman, Sir, at the outset I want to
congratulate because India has been elected
as the Chair Person of the SAARC. After
NAM, Iodia has been elected to SAARC,
I am happy that India is respected by the
outside countries,

Regional cooperation is the motto of
SAARC which should also be apprecia'ed.
This is 'caily a good motto. The member-
countries of SAARC owe huvge money as
foreiga loans. India owes a foreign debt
of U.S. $ 20,464 million, Pakistan owes a
foreign debt of § 10,600 millioa, Baogla-
desh owes a foreign debt of $ 4,470
million, and Sri Lanka owes a foreign debt
of § 2,828 million. India is al.0 heding
in foreign debt We do not krow how we
are going to come out of this economic

slavery.

With regard to Sri Lanka, the Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi is reported to hava
said that the Sri Lanka’s proposal is good.
What does it imply 7 The scope of settle-
ment is limited. The Tamils have to
consider only those guidelines now given by
Mr. Jayewardene,

Bangladesh was the outgoing Chairman
of SAARC. When did Bangladesh came
into existence ? Formerly it was under

~Pakistan’s rule. There was a genocide in
East Pakistan, Iodia took a military
action and Baogladesh was born, Now ¢he
Banglanesh President is sitting side by side
with the Pakistan’s Prime Minister because
of Iodia’s military action. But &s far as
Tamils are concerned, our Indian Govern-
ment is preaching oaly political solution in
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Sri Lanka, In recent months, 52 villages
in Trinkomalee district have been totally
destroyed. The negotiations are going on.
Our Prime Minister Sh:i Rajiv Gandbi is
not able to prevail vpon Sbri Jayewardene
to stop the killings of Tamils. They are
still going on. Shri Jayewardene, before
coming to the SAARC conference, declared
that this is the last chance they &re giving
to the Tamil militants. Unless they accept
these proposals, there will be war,

Shri Jayewardene’s government has
openly declared war and is preaching
ahimsa, My friend Kolandaivelu seig
**preaches Bivle, but I want to say that.** is
preaching philosophy. So far, ten thousand
innocent Tamils bave been kiiled, 4,50,000
Tamils have been displaced, 4,500 Tamils
are stili 10 prison, 300 viliages have been
destroyed, 100 workshops peionging 10 the
Tamils bhave beca dewnolished, [ am
addressing this august House, Sir, I do not
koow how miny famls bave becn killed
today, how mavy 1nnocent Tamil women
bhave becn raped ioday. But Mr. Jayewar-

dene is preaching ahimsa at our ceast, in
Qur counlry. Keu-caipet recepuiob  was
accorded 10 Mi.Jayewaruvene whose govern.
meot 18 8ull kuling our Tamuds in Sri
Lanka. 1 want 10 cmphasise on the
Goveromeat that they may come to any
agreement with Mr. Jayewardene, whether
political or otheiwise, but 1 request the
Goveroment, torouga the BExteins: Affairs
Mioister, that our Prime Muinister should
prevail upon Picmdent Jayewsrdene 10 slop
the kiljugs a1 least uaw—at least now
me4ls Wuca the acgoudtions ar: ai 8 high
pitche.

SHRI VIJAY N, PATIL (Erandol) ;
History is 00 r1ecord tnat South Asia was
and cradie ol civilisauon., But because
of inbguiing belween Kingdowms, the
Briushers, Portuguese and Duten and
Olbers ruied Souih As.a for countres and
alfier tbat the countrics wiibin thi> region
8Ot indipeudcuce snd siarted developing
on their own with aifferent types of
Sovernments~presigentiul, democratie and
kingaoms like King ot Bouran,

**Expunged as ordercd by the Chais,
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: One of my friends said that in
Baogalore the President of Pakistan did
not come. That does not matter so far
as they agree 10 become partner in
SAARC.

The points taken for co-operation in
‘Bangalore dclaration -are very important,
specially the child care and women uplift-
men, At the same time because of
geographical vicinity, there are many impor-
tant areas where there can  be coe-opera-
tion—economic, social and cultural,
Specially in the field of communication our
satellite can be wuscful to all the SAARC
countries, We find that theie are many
misunderstandiogs, misgivings, when
different countries have to come together
for communication facilities. One of the
examples I have scen—a cable under the
sea was to be laid between Kuwait and

India. There was cootroversy whether it
should come via Karachi or directly to
Bombay. With SAARC establishment of
co-operation such type of controversies can
be sorted out. There are natural resources
which can be shared by these countries only
with common expenditure and at the same
time less expendiure. For example, rivers
like Tista have g:cat potential for bydro-
electric power, That power can be given
to Bangladesh, to Nepal and it can be
utilised 10 our country.

We see incresss of terrorism, drug
trafficking in different
conirol this, if proper co-operation s
achieved through this forum, there will be
much more advantage to our sub-continent
and respect for international law.

We are thinkiog of economic co-opera-
tion ia SAARC, We coongratulate Ra)ivji
and Presideat of Bangladesh for mooting
this idea and bringiog it iato practice. This
should bave been done long before as was
done by the developing countries in case
of Buropean Economic Communtty, Duriag
theso days even developed countries are
facing global recession—ilower ecxport
carnings and spectaly in this region we
nuve aggrava.ed debt crivis, Under these
¢.uvuinstances when e seven coubdiries
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will think of economic co-o.pernlio;. there
will be pressures and pulls from the develap-
ed countries from different international
forums which bave advanced loans to these.
countries and in this atmospbhere it will be
difficult task for SAARC to achieve thls
economic co-operation and to establish
particular . concessions among the
countries,

17,00 hre.

Even then we hope that with the good
offices of our young Prime Minister and
gsood intentions of different Heads of Siates
of these countries we will be able to make
rapid progress.

Sir, even in the field of technology we
can think of horizental transfer of techno-
logics among these countries and develop-
ment through such transfers of technolo-
Bies,

There was a mention that we should
increasc the oumber of members, and
Afghanistan can join, Burma cub join. But
to start with, injtially we have to sce how
the experiment of (hese seven couniries
constituting the SAARC works. Even
Indonesia can join. Some tme back, in
the Speaker’s Delegation I had the oppore
ionity to visit Indonesia and there the
Members of Parliament c¢v.nced great
interest in  this SAARC. At that ume
this SAARQG was just a deciaiation and it
Was not an established forum at that tume,
But if we obseive, lLke Afghanistan,
Indonesia also 18 our necighbour. From
our Andaman and Nicobar lslands, the
Sumatra Islands are oauly 90 kiiomcires
away. So, we can think of admiliiuy (bem
in tue SAARC and request thcse couutries
also (o become members, as for cxample,
countries like Ybailand, Burma, Ioauucs.8
aond Afgbanistau, Wuh the dyuamic leadei=
ship of -our Prime Minister, as & Chair-
person of this SAARC, we hope that Lhere
will be rapid progiess 1biough S>AARC 10
80cial, econvmic and cuitural uphitwumens of
thesc couniries, sua as Mr, Dinesh
Goswam ) bas suid, wo 00 DO wull L0 be &
big Biother or & dowiueul painer ig
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SAARC, but we waat to be an equal
partner in the SAARC, and Sir, let us hope
that this forom will work as good as the
Buropéan Economic Community and in this
region there will be people-to-people
cooperation and peace and amily among
the nationms.

[ Translation}

DR. GS. RAJHANS (Jhanjharpur):
Mr. Chairman, Sir, I do not want to repeat
the points which have already been men.
tioned. T just want to stress two or three
points only.

The second SAARC conference held in
Bangalore was a good conference and I
think it is the most pleasant development
of 1986. It has been the most successful
conference. The way the Prime Minister
conducted the conference was a big achieve
ment, Although it was said in the forum
of the SAARC that there would not be any
talk on bilateral relations yet some people
raised these points and our Hon. Prime
Minister, Shri Rajiv Gandhi listened to
them patient'ly and did not express any
reaction, This is not a small thing in
itself, *

Those who have read the press reports
from Bangalore must have come to know
that our new Minister for Bxternal Affairs,
Shri Narayan Datt Tiwsri d/d much work
behind the scenes. He even did oot sleep
for a whole night, He tried his best to
parrow down the area of differences by
holding talks with all concerned. I
congratulate Shri Tiwari on behalf of the
House for his most valuable contribation in
makiog the second SAARC meeting a

success,

Sir, T want to go into the background
of SAARC and would take a minute’s
time. Pandit Jawahar Lal Nebru had said
8 number of times in this House that be
felt vety sorcy when the people of the
peighbouring countries, the people of Asia
met each other like strangers and that much
osuld be done to bring them together s0
that the countries of Asia were able to
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raise their issues with one voice. He has
also written in his famous book ‘Glimpses
of the World History” that when people
from here go abroad, they talk with their
fellowmen in foreign langusge as if they do
not know each other. He had such a great
feeling for the unity of the Asian countijes
that he organised the famous Asian Conp-
ference here in March, 1947 and stressed
the unity of Asian countries, He said that
we all had beca the victims of colonizlism
and that time had come to unite. This
spirit of his gave hirth to Panchsheel and
then to non-Alignment Movement, He
strove and worked the whole of his life for
the unity of the Asian countries,

~About the conception of the SAARC, as
has already been stated, the erstwhile
President of Bangladesh Shri Zia-ur-Rehman
bad put idea before Shrimati Indira Gandhi
and she had readily accepted it Then a
series of meetings of Foreign Secratariey
and Foreign Ministers were held. Only in
1985 the Conference could be held in
Dhaka. The people who bad watched the
Dhaka Conference on T.V. woyld recal] that
the atmosphere was such as if the whole of
the South Asia bad united, The South
A‘sian countries are ready lo forget the old
differences, Shri Jayewardene had suggest.
ed to Shri Rajiv Gandhi to give it g written
shape and they were behind him, When
Bangladesh was hit by a cyclone Shri Rajiv
and Jayewardene visited Baogladesh, The
President of ' Bangladesh also visited India
though for a brief period and talks for
1fade agreements were inftiated, Negotia-
tions wero started for  increasing mutyal
trade and not attacking nuclear establish-
meots of one another, On the one hand;
Pakim'm was saying such things and on tbe'
otper It was secretly helping the terrorists
and making of nuclear bomb, I believe
that there are immense potentialities in tha
SAARC. The Prime ‘Minister had stressed
there and also said later in his press  con.
ference that we wanted 1o forge economic
relations among the SAARC countries,

The total populatio
countries is one billion, r:atolru. t:;’eeﬂ:lf;;;
world population. Such is the potentialit
of these nations.  If they co-operate 'it:
one another, march (ogether, they cag do
RrY  many riveps jp
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Nepal. If Iandia and Nepal co-operate
with each other in this ares, they can
penerate enough electricity to industrialise
Nepa! snd the whole of India. If there is
co-operation between India and Bangladesh
in the matter of jute, we can very well
compete in the international market.
Both the countries are jute competitors and
jute growers of both the countries are
suffering.

If there {s c¢o-operation betwcen Sri
Lanka and India, we cannot be loser in
matter of tea. Whbat I mean to say is
that there is tremendous potentiality of
economic co-operation.

Several Members have said that we
should not believe Shri  Jayewardene’s
statement. You might have heerd the
speech of Jayewardene on the te'evision,
though T do not support the genocid: being
perpetrated by Jayewardene ; it should
rather be opposed. But Jayewardene had
said that during freedom <truggle he
participated in the strugele hand in hand
with Nehruji and during his visit to India
be used to stay in Anard Bhawan. He
further said that when slogans of ‘Do and
.Die’ were being raised, he was setting
behind Nehruji. Jayewardene might be
wropng. But please give some time to the
people to pooder over it and to sit togefher,
It is never too 'ate to mend. If cultural
relations are promoted and the range of
T.V. and radio are inCreased, the people
of that area will see it and will feel that
they are really one. You might have seen
that in America the public opipion forced
President Reagan to impose econmomic
sanctions against South Africa. If cultural
relations are promoted in this area and the
range of T.V. and radio programme is
expanded, the new generation in Pekistan
can force the rulers of that country to
cooperate with India. In the end, I
congratulate Shri Rejiv on bebalf eof the
whole country for providing leadership to
the people in the second SAARC confere-
noe and making the Conference a success.

[ Bnglish]

THBE MINISTER OF EXTBRNAL
AFFAIRS (SHRI NARAYAN DATT
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TIWARID : Mr. Chairman, we have fust
listened to a momentous. and historic
discussion which will find a definite and
important place not only in the annals of
this House but alio in the archives of the
SAARC and its manifold institutions in the
future, '

This momentous discussion, even
though of short duration, bhas reflected a
rare consensus of views cutting across party
lines truly representing the voice and the
wishes of the Indian people, a8 a measure
of renaissance of the South-Asign
consciousness.

I must congratulate Shri Dinesh
Goswami, a veteran parliementarian, for
having made a quintessential representation
articulating the spirit of SAARC. [
think the arguments that he marshalled,
the facts that he doled out and the various
substantive points mentioned by him will
stand out as arguments of abiding value to
support the resurgence of the SAARC
spirit in South Asia. I congratulate him
for his presentation, for the incisiveness of
his arguments and I was thinking that be
was a SAARC spokesman or SAARC
Foreign Minister speaking. '

I would like also to congratulate our
esteemed colleague Shri G.G. Swell for his
passionate cloquence stressing the necessity
of SAARC as an institution. I quote Shri
G.G. Swell whep he said :—

“In spite of the environment, -

SAARC is the best thing that
could have happened to this
region,”

We all cannot but agree with him.

Sbri B.B. Ramaiah, coming from
Aodhra  Pradesh, representing Telugu
Desam, cautioned us——I think he was
very correct—-—he #ajid :— '

“Let us build step by step. Lot
us have a modest, low key appro-
;‘ch. I.;[.m India behave, . not as
® brother but as apn
o elder
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[ thiok bis advice is very appropriate.
That should be the attitode of India and
(he great Parlisment of Indfa. And he
reminded us that we bave had the same
cyclones, the same floods, the same
drought sitoations, even the same earth-
q:akes, Nature, geography, the geo-political
sitostion—all lead to the necessity of
South Asia coming together as much 88 it
can.

shri R.S. Sparrow our well known
;¢teran, of course, wanted this SAARC idea
to expand to include Thailand, Indonesia
and he referred to the Garuda the
{ndonesian symbol. He was supported
ably by Shri Shripati Mishea who spoke in
chaste Hindi about the basic SAARC theme
and the importance of people to people
contact. That the people to people
contact is very jmportant to generate the
SAARC coniclousness,

Even Shri Saifuddin Chowdhary did not
strike & discordant note and he spoke of
pon-controversialising the issues. 1 think
this is very spproptiate phrase rarely used
in this House, he said let us non-coniro-
versialise the fssue, [ think ft is & rare
ph-ate end for SAARC there are coniroe
versial issues. There are controversial
and contentjous issues but these should be
pon-controversialised. [ thiock we can
agree with him for non-controversialsing
the issues, not oamly of SAARC but on

many other matters also.

Mr. Sharad Dighe conceived of SAARC
as a dynamic concept. Let us aim bigh.
Let us not have a small aim, Shrl V8.
Krishoa Iyer considered this to be 2
pistoric event and he mentioned the
support that the State Government of
Karpataka and the people of Karnataka
aud Bangalore gave (0 the sucscessful
conclusion of this event, the Sommit, [
join bim and I may tell this Houae that
the Government of Karnataka the City
Corporation of Bangalore and the peopls,
the broad section of political and socis!

opioion in Karpataka tried to do their best.

They tried Dight and day to make this
Symmit 8 success. 1 most put on record of
this House that the whole enviropment
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there at Bangalore was enchanting=—-—the
illuminations, the broad smile in the faces
of the poorest among the poor, the
cheering faces. They a!l expected some-
thing to come out of this tummit. I
thiok this Bangalore spirit will certainly
pervade the Bangalore Declaration of
the SAARC.

Bven Mr, Somun, even though he was
very eloguent in describing the plight of
the Sri Laokan Tamils, he al<o, I thiak,
indirectly supported the SAARC spirit,
Mr. V.N. Patil advanced the argument for a
horizontal trapsfer of technology among
SAARC Nations. Dr. Rajhang declared
SAARC to be the happiest event of the year
1986.

SHRI BASUDEB ACHARIA
(Bankurs) ;: Sir, Mr. Kolandaivelo bas not
been mentioned. . . .

SHRI NARAYAN DATT TIWARI 1
am coming to Mr. Kolandaiveln. I am
coming to what he said. He said that the
spirit of (he South, the spirit of peace (hat
pervades in the South was reflecled at the
SAEAHC Bummit. I wounld say that the
spirit of peace which we find in South
India should also prevail in South Asia.
He mentioned that we should have the
pext Summit in Madras. I hope he would
maintaio the same hospitable climate as we
find in Bangalore %0 that we could think
to hold the next Summit in Madras, 1
would certainly commend his case to the
SAARC Secretariat and the SAARC
Heads. While saying all this, ] would say
that we have yet to do & lot. Ifully agree
with the hon, Members when they said that
2 good beginning has been made but we
have to move cautiously, step by step.
But it does not mean that there will be 5o
obstacles. Mr. Goswami menticned eight
obstacles. Out of these be detailed six
obstacles. 1 may say that SAARC js not
based on the commonality of political
perception, sbaring of e common atrategic
perception. We have talked about the
ASEAN, The ASEAN bas now developed
& distinct political personality regarding
cortain issues, The European Common
Market bas dewsloped a0 economic

personality. It is trying to develop §
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political personality, though it has mn
Buropesn Parliament, It has failed yet to
have a distinot politica) per sonality.

I am reminded of what was dircussad in
the famous Davor Symposium whereln
Prime Minister Papandreou said that even
‘the Buropesn Economic 'Community had
only a common agricultural policy. They
bad yet to evolve 8 common trade and
~ iodustrial policy. They were not even
united regarding Textile quotas. There
are two or three countries even within the
Buropean Bconomic Community which do
not recognise textile quotas. There are
problems. There are regional groupings
we find in Africa. We have COMECON
countries a'so. They have an ideal system
of production-cnoperation. They have a
planning system which is dovetailed;
their five-year plans are dovetailed in
the flelds of production-cooperation
COMEBCON is thus another regiooal
groupings a successful, grouplog which
can be an ideal for us to consider. There
are many regional groupings, Let us make
a beginning. In my own presentation
before the Council of Ministers, I myself

pleaded for more integration of our policies
in the fleld of economic development and
trade. 1 may tell the hon, Members that
many countries like Bhutan, Bangladesh
and Sri Lanka came out strongly in favour
of a position that trade and industry should
be included in our future deliberations, We
sbhould institutionalise arrangements
regarding this. [ am persobally very
hopeful that, in future, definite perspectives
will evolve which would lead us to have a
more copjoint combination in the field of
trade end commerce also. A good
begioning has been made for evolving
common policies in the field of internatio-
nal economic issues as mentioned in the
Bangalore declaration and as mentioned by
the Prime Minister himself. We have hdd
a8 Ministerial m:eting of SAARC countries
in Islamabad in early April this year. It
adopted a declaration reflecting our
common  position on international
economic issues. We have now decided
that in 1987 we shall have another
Conference at the Ministerial level to decide
on our common approach to world econo-
mic issues, towards the coming UNCTAD
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meeting and also towards the NEW
ROUND of Trade Negotistions that we
are going to havé regarding services and
other matters which were discussed apd
decided upon in Punte del este. The
South Asian countries coming together to
evolve a common policy regarding interps-
tional economic issues is g major step
forward and we think that, by and by, we
will errive at a stage where we will be able
to evolve a common front jn industry, in
fssues regarding industrial development,
Joint ventures and all other related matters.

Our perception SAARC and was
reflected by the Prime Minister in the
Dacca Summit statement, He said the
model we have evolved is a model which
is an accord with our realities, ous
compulsions and our genius. We have aot
sought to melt our bilateral relations inte
8 common regional identity but rather to
fit South Asian cooperation Into our
respective foreign policies as un additional
dimension. We have evolved modalities
which do nat allow bilateral strains and
stresses to impinge on regional cooperation,
There are bilateral differences, there are
serious Dbilateral matters which need
solutions, which look sometimes defying
solutions, but we are discussing them,
Bven at the time of the SAARC Summit
forum we have had bilatera) discussions
with Sri Lanka on the Sri Lanka question,
on what is happening in Sri Lanka, with
Pakistan and with other countries. The
Prime Minis!er in his statement has referred
to those discussions and I propose (0
come forward with apother statement,
About Sri Lanks, the distinguished Poreign
Mioister of Sri Lanka was here 1j]) last
night, he left yesterday night, late at Dight,
and my colleague, Mr. Natwar Singh, bad
been in constant discussion with him for
the last three days. So, things are being
tried in a democratic way snod we Jre
aware that there are tremendous difficulties
to be surmounted before we can reach s
solution, and it reqoires the goodwill. . , ,

SHRI P, KOLANDAIVELU : Any
progress made in the talks ?

SHRI NARAYAN DATT TIWARI :
Of course, there has been' progress. Ag
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mentioned by the distinguished Chief
Minister of Tamil Nadu himseif, who - was
good enough to come to Bangalore (o talk
over the matter at the iavitiation of the
Prime Minister, there has been definite
progress, but that progress has to be
maiotained, bas yet to culminate In

peace. . . .

SHRI N.V.N. SOMU : Why don’t you
prevail upon Mr. Jayewardens (o stop
killing of the Tamils at 1east now——at lcast
now ?

SHRI NARAYAN DATT TIWARI:
That bas been our effort—~to prevail upon
Mr. Jayewardene. That  has been our
effort all 'hese months and years, That
js what our Prime Minister has been doing,
I hope Mr. Somu will have a word of
appreciation for what our Prime Minister
has been doing in this regard,

I hope you have it. Thaok you, I

hope it will contioue.

SHRI N.V.N. SOMU : Pcrbaps even
today somebody might have been killed,
some woman might have been raped. Why
doesn’t the Government prevail upon the
Governmeat of Jay swardeae to stop this ?

SHRI NARAYAN DATT TIWARI: I
agres that many cvil things are happening
which should be stopped.

We must recogaise that in all regional
economic groupings there are methods to
rationalise benefits in order to see that the
least developed partners g3io as much as
the more developed partners. Here also
we have Maldives aud Bhutan, Among the
least developed countries of the world,
they have their own problems. Wo cangot
ask them to cootribute them the same
- amount as India or Pakistan. There are
difficulties regarding formulae fixing con-

tribution also.

So, extensive deliberations on costs that
bave to be apportioned to different countries
have been held. The Heads of States and
Goverdments have directed us, the Rorega
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Micisters to go into these ‘questions agajn.
At Nandi Hills I had the privelege of
listening to the Summit leaders, their dis-
cussions I can take the House into com-
fidence and inform the House that the four
hour discussion that was he!d in Nandi
Hills was rather high level a personal dige

cussion. It was a heart-to-heart chat and
discussion on many matters of common
interest,

Later, of course, discussions on bilas
teral issues were also held at Banglore, I
think, the discussions that were held at
Nandi Hills would go out in the annals of
SAARC as one of the most fruitful and
constructive discussions which will consolj=
date the SAARC congregation in the future,
What did our leaders discuss at Nandi
Hills ?

AN HON. MBMBER ' Where Mzhatms
Gandbi and Jawaharlal Nehru had dis-
cussions,

SHRI NARAYAN CHOUBEY : But
they did not kill monkeys there.

SHRI NARAYAN DATT TIWARI:
They were not there. We had no informg-
tion of apy monkey killed. (Interruptions)
Well, Shri Ramakrishna Hegde, the Chjaf
Minister of Karnataka has given a state.
ment in this regard and contradicted the
news, We must accept Mr, Hegde’s
version.

Today we bhave elevan technical come
mittees functioning regarding SAARC
matters. A technical committee on agrie
culture: a techmical commitee om rural
developmzut, health and population, posta)
services, meteorology, t sle-communicatiogs,
transport, scientific and technical cooperae
tion, sporis, arts and culture, women and
development and *he latest committee that
has been set up at Bangalore is on pre.
vention of drug traffickiog aud drug abuse,
Within the framework of these technica]
committees, as mentioned by Mr. Goswami
and Mr. Sweil, already we are establishing
the SAARC Meteorological Ressarch Centrg
in India and the SAARC Agricultara)
Research Centre, In Bangladesh. Regarding
the  Meteorological Resesrch  Cenige
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the formula on sharing the recurring
costs are Dbeing now discasaed and
the technical committee is golng to
submit its detailed recommendation on
salary structure for the SMRC., This will
be done by February 1987.

Regarding the SAARC  Agricultural
Rescarch Centre in Bangladesh, the
Bangladesh Government has submitted a
detailed paper projecting the budgetary
requirement for this centre.

There is a propossl for establishing &
Sofiware Centre for Tele Communications.
"The parametres of this centre would be
finalised in a seminar cum conference on
Sofiware Maintenance.

Nepal has proposed that a Regional
Tuberculosis Centre should be established
in Nepal. A paper is being prepared by
Nepal so that the mext expert committee
can discuss in detail the ptogress rcgarding
the establishment of this centre.

For the Institute of Transport Techno-

logy and Training JTodia Is going
to prepare an inception paper
and a feasibility study. Iodia again

would be preparing a project report for
the establishment of Regiona! Centre for
Postal Research and Development. It
is not that we have to set-up entirely new
centres or buildings for the purpose, We
could also =adopt esxisticg institution or
laboratories for the purpose so as to cut
costs, Then P.akistan has off.red to coordi-
pate the SAARC shippers’ conference.
Again India would be prepuring two otber
papers for the establishment of a ceotre for
the amelioration of problem soils and a
regional institute for appropriate rural
technology. This regional institute work-
shop will be beld in India in February,
1987.

1 have given the list of all these
institutes to drive home the point that the
Heads of State have mandated that all
technical committees should meet before

May, 1987 and Boalise their reports on
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" these Centres, they have directed the

Foreign Ministers to meet in the Coundl!
of Ministers by May, 1987 so that we can
report to the Heads of Goveraments at the
Kathmandu summit. So this new dynsmis
dispensation has been ordained so that
these regional iostitutes may come up
quickly and early.

Now regarding terrorism, there has
been a suggestion that the Conference
could not agree on anything. This is not
the position, Perbaps the House will
rqmember that at Dhaka a Study Group
was set-up to examine the problem of ter-
rorism as it affects the security and stabi-
lity of the region and to submit recoms
wendations as to how best the member
countries could cooperate among them-
sclves to solve the problem. This was
the decision takcn at Dhaka summit, This
Study Group met in Dhaka from 12th to
14th June, 1986 and it made ten recom-
mendations regarding condempation of
terrorism ; mecmber countries becoming
parties to the existing international con-
ventions cn the subject each member-
country refraining from organising, assistre
ing or participating in acts of clvil strife or
terrorist acts in another country or
acquiescing in this and measures at the
national level to eliminate terrorism
membear-countries to support the recom-
mendations of the U.N, Ad hoc Committee
on international terrorism sdopted in 1979
Session of General Assembly; member.
countries to set-up am appropriate
mechanism for the identification of offences
which are regarded as terroristic and which
for the purposes of exitradition are notto
be regarded 8s political cooperation
among the security agencies of member-
countries iocluding exchange amd sharing
of intelligence ; cooperation be given for
establishing the mechanism for closer
cooperation and coordination among
member countries ; cooperation by way of
exchange of experts in the field of training,
etc. and ecfforts to ecnsure that media
cxcrcises voluntary restraint 4o reporting on
the acts of terrorism.

These were the recommendstions of
the Study Group. An Expert Group met
in Dhaka on 20-21 September, 1986 to
suggest specific measuros for the imple.



377 Suppl. D 6. (Gen.)

mentation of the recommendations by the
Stody Group. The experts group recom-
mended that a declaration should be issued
at the appropriate level unequivocally con-
demning all acts of terrorism and deploring
its impact. This bas been done as a part
of the Bangalore declaration, The eleventh
para of Baogalore declsration makes all
these formulations and makes the neCessary
declaratory statement, Recommendations
I, 1V, VII, VIII, IX and X can best be
implemented by efforts at the national
lovel. The experts recommended that all
governmeats should implement these recom®
mendations at their respective national
levels.

SHRI BRAJAMOHAN MOHANTY
(Puri) : Did they attempt to define what
terrorism is ?

SHRI NARAYAN DATT TIWARI:
That is what I am coming to.

SHRI AMAL DATTA (Diamond
Harbour) : They could not define it. That
is the problem:

SHRI NARAYAN DATT TIWARI:®

" At the Bangalore Summit a para his been

included in the declaration in which Heads

of State or Goveroment agreed that

cooperation among SAARC countries was

vital if terrorism was to be prevented and
eliminated from the region.

They unequivocally condemned all acts,
methods and practice of terrocism a9y cri-
minal and deplo:ed their impact on life and
property. They recogaised the importance
of the principle laid down in UN Resolu-
tion 2625 which required each Member
State to refrain from organiting, instigat”
ing, assisting or participating in acis of
civil strife or terrorist acts in another
State or acquiescing in organized activities

within its territory directed t(owards the

commission of such acts., This bas been
lncorporated in the Bangalore declaration,

At the Dhaka meeting of the Council
of Ministors, Sri Laoka supported by some
other Member-countries expreised dissatis-
faction a: the tack of projress ia ¢ne
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implementation of the recommendations of
the Stady Group, particularly recommenda-
tion No. VI. Recommendation VI is ¢

““Member-countries should consider
the setting up of an appropriate
mechanism for the identification
of offences which may be regar.
ded as terroristic and which for
the purposes of extradition are
not (o be regarded as political,”

As a result, the Council of Ministers
agreed to set up a group of experts. In
Bangalore, the process was taken a step
further by (a) reconvening the group of
experts and asking it to complete its work
before the next meeting of the Council of
Ministers add (b) including in the Declara.
tion issued by the Heads of State or
Government a separate paragraph on
terrorism.

This mcans that the group of experts
mecting will be convened by the SAARC
Secretariat and the work will have to be
completed before the next meeting of the
Council of Ministers to be held in May,
1987 in Delhi. We have decided upon
the venue to be in Delhi. I think, this
measure of conseasus that has been achie-
ved is workab!e and we will try hard that
an overall coosensus i8 achieved in this
regard.

Again, a firm date has been decided

upon to open the SAARC Secretariat in

Kattkmandu. Tne Secretariat will start
functioning on the 16ih Jaouary, 1987.
Nepal has iavited all the Foreiga Ministers
and ioternal Council of Ministers meeting
might also be held informally there.
From the 16th Jaouvary, 1987 SAARC
Secretariat would bscome functional,
Iaitially, there would be four Direciors
apart from the Secretary-General from
Bangladesh. Bangladesb has nominated a
seaior diplomat, Shri Abul Absan as the
He is
a veteran and well koown diplomat,
Baogladesh will be providing the Secretary.
General not just as the Initiator of
SAARC, but aipnabetically also Bangladesh
comes first. Therefore, Baogladecsn wil)
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provide the Brst.Secretary-General, and
there would be four Directors from India,
Pakistan, Nepal snd Sri Lanka. In all,
there would be five people. We hope that
the SAARC Secretariat will thus become
functional and this will lead to & further
institutionalization and consolidation of
SAARC activities once we have the
beadquarters,

The only other point raised was
regarding the absence of Gen. Zia-ul-Haq
from the summit, This meetiog was a
mesting of the Heads of State or the
Government of the SAARC countries, It
is upo each membzr covatry to decide
who will represent it, its Head of the State,
or Head of the Government. Pakistan
decided to be represented by the Head of
the Government i.e. the Prime Minister,
Mr. Junejo and We have no doubt that Mr.
Junejo effectively representsd Pakistan and
fooked very ' sincere and spoke with
confidence. I hope whatever assurances
he has given on bohalf of Pakistan will be

honoured.

SHRI NARAYAN CHOUBREY : The
map at their pavillion in the Trade Fair
was issued by them after the SAARC
meeting.

SHRI NARAYAN DATT TIWARI:
That 13sue has been closed, because they
have withdrawn those maps.

As I said, Mr. Junejo spoke with
confidence. As Prime Minister mentioned
in bis press conference, he is the elected
Prime Minister of Pakistan,

(Interruptions)

PROF. N.G, RANGA : Has any effort
boen made to invite Burma and Thailaad ?

E
SHRI NARAYAN DATT TIWAR I : I
may assure the vetersn member that we
will give duc weight to his suggesion. It
is certainly very difficult because you have
to anow the surrent policy of Burma. Aund
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1 ecapnot comment onit. We all have to
think about this in the SAARC. It will
take some time before I think it will be
possible for Burma, Thailend and Indonesia
to thiok on these lines. We all together
can think of discussing questions of mutual
interest with ASEAN because they have &
s'rong association we bhSve to avoid
unnecessary misunderstanding. But we
hope that ultimately this wish of the
Indian people as reflected in our Lok
Sabha will certainly reach their ears and
they will certainly consider this. Indone-
sia, Thailand and other South Bast Asian
countries also may either to consider this
ardent with of our people. I hope they
will begin thinking on these lines. Once
we took a giant step forward in consolida.
ting and arriving at 8 consensus in South
Asia, 1 am sure that they will also be
considering this in nof too distant a
future.

Sir, this has been a momentous debate
and 1 am sure that the voice of the Indian
people as reflected in these deliberations
of the Lok Sabha will not only reverberate
throughout India strengtheaing the desire
of our Indian people to live in peace and
progress, but this voice wilf I:0 transcend
tle frontiers of India and reach every men,
woman and every citizen throughout South
Asia, so that we can live In peace, amity,
and with a sente of good neighbourliness
and we could all march together for
considgeration of our freedom avd Prosperi-
ty and progress, Let us hope that dream
of one billion people marching towards
that goal will come true,

SUPPLEMENTARY DEMANDS
FOR GRANTS (GENERAL),
"~ 1986-87=-Contd,

[Buglish]

MR, CHAIRMAN : Now, let us take
item No. 9, Supplementary Demands for
Grants (General). Dr. Rajhans was oo his



