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(vi) NEED TO ERADICATE PARTHENIUM
WEED IN THE COUNTRY

SHRI T. R. SHAMANNA (Bangalore
South): Parthenium is a pernicious
weed. In recent days its menace is
spreading wuncontrolled in different
parts of the country. In Karnataka
thousands of hectaregs of valuable
agricultural land (more than 50,000
hectares) is covered by this weed
causing damage to food crops., Experts
are of the opinion that this weed is a
health hazard to human and domestic
animals also.

It is said that the weed got into
India with imported grains about 20
to 25 years back. The weed is ram-
pant in uncultivated lands and is now
making its ugly appearance in culti-
vated lands in a large measure. It
flowers profusely and lakhs of seeds
are distributed, This pest weed
deprives plant nutricnts and moisture
available to cultivated crops causing
loss of several thousand quintals of
grains.

It ijs very necessary that this mons-
trous pest plant is to be removed.
Rainy season is the best period to
eradicate this plant. If it ig allowed
to grow and spread, this weed will
rise in an unimaginable proportion
and magnitude polluting the whole
environment.

The plant will have to be removed
with its roots and burnt before it
diffuses. A plant is capable of sending
to atmosphere 15,000 to 20,000 seeds.

Chemical control, chemical method
weed control may be necessary where



