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limits. You are an hon. Member:
of the House. It does not bchave
you.

(Interruptlions) **

SHRI ANEELALOHITHADA-
SAN NADAR (Trivandrum): I want
to know if you have seen this,

MR. SPEAKER : I would hwl:lo
you to give me in writing. I wil¥
find out the facts and then talk to
you.

SHRT A. NEFTALOHITHA-
DASAN NADAR : We will give in

MR. SPEAKER : You are al-
ways weleome. ~ ., - 1 - -

.
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I have said so many times. You
write to me.
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How can you say without ascer-
training the facts? There are so many
things in the newspapers—hundreds
of items. '

b

(Interruptions) **
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MR. SPEAKER : You shauld
always try ta be very calm and quite,
and follow the rules. That should be
the way of doipg things. This laoks
very bad. s

A

. Shri Kodiyan.

e L] . W= -;r
12'11 hrs.
CALLING ATTENTION TO

MATTER OF URGENT PUB- .
LIC IMPORTANCE

RISE IN PRICES OF ESSENTIAL
GOMMODITIES :

SHRI P. K. KODIYAN (Adoer) .
I call the attention of the Minister
of Civil Supplies to the following
matter of urgent public importance
and request that he may makée a
statement thereon:

“Rise in prices of essential commo-
dities.”

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN
THE MINISTRY OF CIVIL.
SUPPLIES (SHRI. AMO-
HAN MOHANTY) : Sir, Govern~
ment is concerned about the rising
trend in the prices of some of the es-
sential commodities since March,
1979. However, there has been some
moderation in  the rate of inflation
during the past few months.

The rate of .inflation _has come

| down from 22.79% in January, 1 98o-

to 7.2% in October,” 1981. - The
wholesale price index in  Septem=
ber, 1981 declined by 19, over the,
preceding month. There was a
urther fall of 0.3% in October,
1981. The prices of some essential
commodities Jike sugar, gur, edible
oils, pulsesand potatoes have shown
a declining __l.:{en,t‘l'._

A

**Notrecorded.
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With @ view to dealing with a
difficult situation effectively Go-
vernment took a number of measures
relating to the management of sup-
ply and demand for essential com-
modities. The policies adopted
emphasised - increase in preduction,
strengthening of the public distri-
bution 8ystem, import of essential
commodities in short supply and
appropriate monetary and fiscal
measures. The State Governments
are enforcing the provisions of the
Essential Commodities Act and
similar other - legislations to curb
the malpractices indulged in by anti-
social elements. .

In the contest of a continuing
worldwide - inflationary trend, a de-
cline in the rate of inflation in our
country indicates the effectivencss
of the policies adopted by Govern-
ment. : o

I assure hon’ble members that
Government attaches considerable
importance to the availability of
essential commodities at reasonable
prices and would seek the coopera-
tion of Hon’ble members in the wusk
of fair distribution and checking of
malpractices. Further measures as
and when felt necessary would be
taken by Government.

SHRI P. K. KODIYAN : The
hon. Minister has claimed in the
statement that the rate of inflation
has come down and he has given

, some figures. I do not want to enter
into an argument with the hon.
Minister with regard to the inflatio-
nary rate. But I only want to point
out that this kind of point to point
comparison of wholesale price in-
dex and then coming to a conc usion
that inflationary rate has come down
so much, is, in fact, an attempt to
cover up the reality of the situation.

12.14 Irs.
[Mz, DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair]
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The rate of inflation  wan a'ready
high in the previous year. [t came
to more than go.2 percentin ryfo.
I am talking about the average rate

: of increase in the inflation because
a common man purchases things
throughout the whole year. Some-
times, the price will be low and some-
times high. Therefore, in order to
get a correct picture of the infla-
tionary rate, one has to take into
account the average rate of annual
increase in the inflation. If you exa-
mine this on the basis of an average
rate of increase, then you will see
“that there has been an increase of
about 15 percentinthe current year
1981. This has been super-inmogc(f
on the average increase of 20,2 per
centregistered in 1980. I do not deny
that there has been a decline in the
inflationary rate, but this decline
has not been substantial. Whatever
be the superficial decline in the in.
flationary rate, these are related to
the wholesale price index. But, yo
far as the common man is concerned,

. he has to buy from the retail shops in
the market, where this so-called dec-
line in the whelesale price index is

not at all reflected,

When the ruling party c¢ontested
the elections in 1980, the retail price
of essential commodities was taken
a’ a major issue in order to attract
the support of the voters. I have
here with me a poster, which was
then circulated by the ruling party,
which pointed out that, while the
price of onion in 1977 was Rs. 1.50
per kg, in December 1979 it rose to
Rs. 5 per kg. The prices of various
other essential items are also mention-
ed there. But what is the position
of onion in November 1981 ? While
in 1979 ithad gone up to only Rs. 5
per kg, now it is Rs. 6 or even more
than that. Only the other day, one
hon. Member of the other House
came to the House with a garland of
onions to register his protest.

It was stated that in Delhi the Go-
vernment had taken steps to distri
bute onion at the rate of Rs. 2
per kg through the fair price lhoi.

6
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THE MINISTER OF AGRI-
CULTURE AND RURAL RE-
CONSTRUCTICN AND IRRIGA-
TION AND CIVIL SUPPLIES
(RAO BIRENDRA SINGH) :
Rs. 1.50 per kg.

SHRI P. K. KODIYAN : But
it is not available at that price.
‘When my people went to the Super
Bazar to buy onion, it was not
available at all, So, we had to
purchase it from the open market,
where the price is more than Rs. 5

per kg.

I may say for the information of
the hon. Members that the price of
not only onion, but other essential
items also, have gone up considerably.
I give you below the comparison :

NOVEMBER '26, 1981

Commodity Ruling price
January Novem-
1980 ber 1981
Rs. Rs.
Rice (superior
variety) 5.75 6.75
Dhal . 4.75 6.50
Vanaspati . 9.15 14.25
Postman (refined
groundnut oil)
4 kg. "~ +  53.50 00.02
Cooking gas + 40.00 50.55

Kerosene (perlitre) 1,54 1.82
Soap . 1.40 2.20

So, when the hon, Minister comes
with figures of the inflationary
rate coming down and even describ-
ing it as an achievement, some people
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even claim it to be a miraculous
thing that when the entire world
is suffering on account of this infla-
tionary spiral, our country is able to
bring down the inflationary rate so
much that it has become a one-digit
figures, In other words, it has been
able to bring it down to one digit
figure. It is, of course, a miraculous
achievement according to them. But
so far as the common people in this
country are concerned, they continue
to suffer from high pricesand scarcity
of essential commodities. What 1s
your reply to this ? I think it was
during the last Session the hon.
FinanceMinistersaid that even though
there has been a deciine in the
wholesale price index, it may not
immediately get reflected at the retail
level, That is a fact, it may take
some months or even 8 months to
1omonths. Suppose, after 10 months
this gets reflected in the retail prices
and the retail prices are reduced,
Suppose for arguments sake we agree
that prices are reduced after 10
months. During this period of 10
months what shculd the people do?
Should they be eating the figures
supplied by the Minister and seeing
how the inflation is coming down
from two digits to one digit, a mira-
culous achievement in the context ot
the world situation of high inflation ?
Sir, this is not a question of mere
political propaganda. It is & question
ofjustliving,and aright to live. And
with whatever means are available,
so far as the common man is con-
cerned, he has the right to live
at least with two square meals a
day. The Government has utterly .
failed to provide this, I should say.
Why ? Because they have deliberately
abstained themselves from their res-
ponsibility of making available to the
people of this country the essential
commodities of life at controlled
prices, at reasonable prices, by taking
measures which would enable the
Government to have full control
over the production and distribution
of essential commodities. It is here
that the Government has failed, and
faile miserably. Though in the
Statement the hon. Minister talks
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about the public distribution system
and strengthening of that system etc.
etc., as a matter of fact I should
tell you that there is no such public
distribution system in this country.
Public distribution system does not
mean the number of fair price shops
opened. The Ministers have always
been telling us, and especially the
Finance Minister has been telling,
that the number of fair price shops
have been going on increasing. Now
the latest figure given is 2,97,000
fair price shops. First of all, these
2,97,000 fair price shops in a vast
country like ours are not enough to
take care of the entire population.
Apartfrom that, whatis the guarantee
that these fair price shops are supplied
with essential commodities even in
Delhi under the very nose of the
Ministers of Civil Supply and Agri-
culture ? When we go to the fair
price shops, many things are not
available in Delhi. There is a report
which appeared in  Yesterday’s
Times of India. It says that Delhi
Administration is considering to reduce
the quantity of items like wheat and
sugar supplied through the fair price
shops in Delhi. In the last few
months also the supply has been less
than the actual reguirement in so
far as wheat and sugar are concerned.
I do not know the real position,
If in the capital city of India i.e.
Delhi we are not in a position to
obtain the essential commodities
through the fair price shops, then
what would be the situation in the
country sidc of Indiain the larger part
of which there are no fair price
shops*at all ? This is an attitude of
complacency.

In the statement made by the
Minister it has been stated :

»The state Governments are
enforcing the provisions of
the Essential Commodities
Act and similar other le-
legislations to curb the
malpractices indulged in
by anti-social elements,”’

Commodities (C.A.)

Will the hon. Minister tell this House,
since this party came to power how
many anti-socialelements who indul-
ged in malpractices, who made
money out of the miseries of the
people have been proceeded against?
Howmany cases have beenregistered ?
How many people have been put
to jail under the Essential Commaodi-
ties Act and similar legislation ?

I wish to emphasise the point
again of public distribution system.
The main defect in the public
distribution system existing to-day
is that the production of essential
commodities has been leftin the hands
of the private sector. For example
the production of food grains, edible
oil and such other items is in the
private sector.

On other essential commodities
too Government have no control,
Unless the  Government come;
forward to take over the wholesale
trade in foodgrains, take over the
factories that produce soap and othe
essential commoditics or unless the
Government itself comes forward to
start industries to produce essential
items in the public sector and to
build a net work of effective public
distribution system to be supervised
by the representatives of the consu-
mers and officials together, there is
not going to be a public distribution
system at all.

In the end I would like to bring
this to the notice of the hon. Finance
Minister who is alsc here.

Now, as a result of massive
borrowing from the IMF, the
Government will have to take a
number of steps. The discussion on
that issuc is coming in the
House. So, I will not go into the
details. I want to mention one thing
here. In the Sri Lanka Parliament,
the Finance Minister of Sri Lanka
had mentioned aboui India’s Agree-
ment with the IMF. There was a
discussion in the Sri Lanka Parlia-
ment about the Agreement between
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Sri Lanka and IMF. This is the
newapaper report which I quote :

“When ex-Prime  Minister,
Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike’s
son, Mr. Anura Bandaranaike of
the Opposition Freedom Party
pointed out that according to
Indian newspapers both the Prime
Minister, Mrs. Indica Gandhi
and Finance Minister, Mr. Ven-
kataraman had said that no
conditions.derogatory to the coun-
try’s self-respect or sovercignty
had been accepted, Mr. Ronnie De
Mel, the Finance Minister of Sri
Lanka said, ““don’t talk nomsense
of what youdo not understand”
and he went on to read what, he
said, “were conditionsimposed on
India by IMF.” These, he said,
included adoption of realistic
exchange rate in order to improve
the balance of payment position,
increase in taxation, increasing
prices of public sector goods and
services, cutting down sub-
sidies. . ..”

When the Government of India is
forced to take these steps, the result
will be further taxation and further
increase in prices. Therefore, I find
a very bleak future s5 far as the
price level is concerned and so far
71 +1 mon man’s life if con-
cerned.

In the end, I want to put some
specific questions. I want to know
whether the Government have any
proposal to strengthen the public
distribution' <vstem and, if so, in
what manner and whether the
Government are considering to take
measures which would: enable it to
have real contiol over the production
of essential commodities. Another
question which he is anticipating is
about the take-over of wholesale
trade in foodgrains, etc. Lastly,
Iwanttsy know whether inthe village
areas, the rural poor, the poorest of
the poor;, who are living below the
poverty line, agricultural workers,

NOVEMBER '26, 1961

of Essential 33
Commodities (C.A.)
share-croppers, rural artisans, etc.
who are m::‘s some sort of relief

E:c ““fo

through od for work™ pro-
gramme, whether thia amme
which was running satisfactorily in

many States, particularly, in West
Bengal will be re-started.

SHRIRAO BIRENDRA SINGH :
My friend Mr. Kodiyan has raised
certain issues with which I agree.

I agree when he says that reduc-
tion in the rate of inflation point to’
point does not give a real indication
about inflation being controlled
wholly.

I also agree that wholesale price
index does not prove that the com-
mon man, the consumer, has really
benefitted from this reduction in the
wholesale price index.

But I regret that he has failed
to appreciate the fact that Govern-
ment have been able to control the
fast rising rate of inflation during the
past. It has come down steadily.
Some figures have been given by my
friend in the statement.

Hon. Members also would per-
haps be knowing that in January,
1980, the rate of inflation was 22.7%,
as alrcady stated. It come down to
15.6% in January, 198r, only a
year after this Government had taken
over and afterwards, it has been
going down further, continuously,
since, May, 1981. It has reached
7.2% in October, 1981, That is
a significant achievement _if the
Hon. Membhzr could only apply his
mind and appreciate our efforts.
Even in the prices of some essential
commodities like rice, coarse-
grains, pulses, edible oils, sugar,
khandsari, gur etc., there has been
appreciable fall in prices during the
last ten weeks.

SHRI P. K. KODIYAN : Let
us go and see in the market.
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SHRI RAO BIRENDRA

SINGH : I will go to fhe market
with you.

SHRI SUNIL MAITRA :
{Calcutta North Easst) : Where do
you buy ?

MR.DEPUTY SPEAKER : You
«oncentrate on the reply. The
Minister is replying to Shri Kodi-
yan.

SHRI RAO BIRENDRA
SINGH : The Government have
announced during last session that
an essential commodity [ike sugar,
which is very sensitive, would be
sold at around Rs. 6.50 per Kg.
during the fcstiva} season this year—-
we have said so0 in advance—as
compared to over Rs. 1o/~ last
Diwali.

SHRI SUNIL MAITRA : The
“prices of all essential commadities
have gone up.

SHRI RAO  BIRENDRA
SINGH : Kindly support.me in my
statement that all over the country,
sugar was sold at less than Rs. 6. 50
that was announced by us during
the festive season, Dussehra and

- Diwali.

There was a steep drop, a crash,
in the prices of edible oils, during
the festival season. Hon Members
know how the prices of groundnut
oil, rapesced, mustard oil and
‘Vanaspati also, came down, We
have been able to control the price
of Vanaspati also. In Delhi, it has
been selling ex-factory at Rs. 192/-,
the rate that is fixed and, over and
above that, there has been no diffi-
culty in people getting it at around
Rs. 210 or Rs. 209/- per tin  of
16 1/2 Kg.

SHRI SUNIL MAITRA : What
was the price in Janyary, 19807

SHRI
SINGH

RAO BIRENDRA
In January, 1980, we
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had just come to power. We have
been trying to rectify and control
the mess that you had created.

SHRI NARAYAN CHOUBEY :
(Midnapore) What was the rate ?
What was the price then ?

RAO BIRENDRA SINGH :
The hon. Member has araised the
question of the public distribution
system notbeingeffective. This large
number of fair price shops that we
have set up, to him, means nothing.
About 63,000 new fair price shops

. haye been opened since this Govern-

. commadities. .

enttookover,inless than two years’
time. Out of these 2,98,000 shops,
nearly 2,40,000 are in rural areas ;
89 per cent of these fair price shops
are in rural areas and only 20 per
cent are_in urban areas, only 59,000
shops. Therefore, if any one says
that the whole country js not being
looked after, it is only the cities that
are paid attention to, it is absolutely
wrong and misleading,.

Foodgrain is one essential com-
modity which is needed by everybedy;
nobody can live_without foodgrains.
We are distributing a million tonnes
everymonth for theentire population
of the country. This is not a small
matter to be able to issue one million
tonnes of foodgraing and to distribute
them fromlday to day. Similar is
the case with several other essential
(Interruptions) You

" will go on criticising because this is

your duty.

Another essential commodity js

-edible oil. In the year 1977-78,

v

the public distribution of imported
edible oil was only 52,000 tonnes. In
the year 1978-79—I am talking about
the oil year, November to October—
during the Janata regime or whatever

. it was, the dissribution of imported

edible oil fcr public was 93,000 tonnes,

-and as soom as we came to power,

in the year 1979-80, upto the ead of
October, 1980, after we had been
in prwer for only ten months, the
public distribution of imported edible
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oil at a very low price of Rs. 8.30
or so per Kg. rose upto 3.5 lakh
tonnes; and in the year 1980-81, it has
risen to 4,13,000 tonnes. Itis more
than four times of what they were
distributing in this essential com-
moc ity, namely, imported edible oil,
‘and yet they dare say that nothing
+ has been done for the consumer ;

SHRI SUNIL MAITRA : Prices
are going up.

RAO BIRENDRA SINGH
Prices are not going up. Itis being
sold at the same price at which
you were selling it.

~ SHRI SUNIL MAITRA : Your
figures show that the prices are
going up. (Interruptions).

RAO BIRENDRA SINGH :1I
do not know which market you go
to. There are several markets in
Delhi. There are several prohibited
areas too.

MR.DEPUTY-SPEAKER. : Mr.
Birendra Singh, You are only a
wholesaler as far as edible oil is
concerned. The distributor is the
State Government.  (Interruptions).

RAO BIRENDRA SINGH :
That is true. In the case of edible
oil, we have been successful in keeping
the price at a certain level. But
you have raised one very important
issue, Sir ; I am thankful to you.
‘We issue foodgrains from our Central
stocks at a low price. It is heavily
subsidised. The Finance Minister is
meeting a subsidy cost of anything
from Rs. 500 to Rs. Boo crores on
distribution of foodgrains only. The
distribution cost comes to slightly
less than Rs, 400 crores. But, Sir,
I agree that we have not yet been able
to persuade all the States not to earn
revenue out of this public distribution
system for which the Central Govern-
ment is paying such a huge subsidy.

hey are charging much more and wo
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feel perhaps the State Governments
could do away with the tax that they
charge even on the issue of foodgrains
from FCI depots to the retailers.
That could reduce the price to the
consumers. :

Sir, everytime we talk about
raising the remunerative price offood-
grains to farmers, there is an out-

from some sections of the
House that the consumer will be
killed and that the farmer should
not be paid more. But, on the
otherhand, theydonotrealise that the
benefit of this huge subsidy from the
Central Government is not reaching
the consumer. Some States are
charging the consumer much more
than what they should—over and
above the issue prices of the Central
Government.. ...

SHRI VIRDHI CHANDER
JAIN (Barmer) : Which are the
States?

MR.DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Rao
Birendra Singh, You may furnish
some figures—at what prices you
are supplying and at what prices
the State Governments are selling.

RAO BIRENDRA SINGH
But now we are trying to streamline
the whole system. We are trying
that the States should not earn
revenues out of this at the cost of the
consumer. This is one thing we are
seriously looking into. 1 am giving
serious attention to th's. These are
matters about which we are really
concerned. We share the concern
of the Members that the consumer
should get essential commodities
like edible oils, foodgrains, sugar and
other thingsatareasonablerate. The
Central Government is paying huge
sums as subsidy but the need is that
whatever is available should be fairly
and equitably distributed all over the
country and for this distribution
the State Governmentsare responsible.
We lay down the policy and we keep
an eye on what they do. We try
to take action wherever we find
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malpractices of a large order. But
we also need the support of hon.
Members from the other side of the
House. Wherever they can point
out that things can be improved, we
shall be very glad and we shall be
thankful for theirgyadvice. This is
the ach evement... -

SHRI P. K. KODIYAN :1
put a definite question on further
strengthening of the public distribu-
tion system and to have control over
the production.

RAO BIRENDRA SINGH :
As has been stated, the relief will
come only through increased produc-
tion. We. are paying full attention
to it. You know in the matter of
agriculture our efforts are admired
by the entire world. What happened
when the Prime Minister went to
Melbourne and Cancun ? All the
countries are interested in knowing
how she was able to achieve the
breakthrough not only in feeding this
vast population but also in being
able to export substantial quantities
of foodgrains to needy countries, and
even are exporting on an average 5
lakhs tonnes ofrice annually and if the
Opposition wants to close its eyes to
what this Governmenthas achieved...

SHRI KRISHNA CHANDRA
HALDER (Durgapur) : At the
cost of the Indian people you are
exporting wheat and other things.

RAO BIRENDRA SINGH: We
are strengthening the public dis-
tribution system and we want every
nook and corner of the country to
be covered under the public dis-
tribution system. We want to
make the fullest use of all the Jlaws
that this Parliament has passed
recently. You have helped us and
you have supported the Essential

Commadities (C.A.)

Commodities Amendment  Bill
which we brought and which was
passed with the help of the entire
House and all sections of the House.
That was only with a view to curb
malpractices. We shall take strin-
gent action against people indulg-:
ing in hoarding and black marketing
and other things. You should
realise that the system to be made
perfect needs some time and co-
operation and help from both sides
of the House,

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER:
Shri R. P. Das. You put questions
only. Otherwise it will take a long
time. All the points raised by
Shri Kodiyan may be left out and
only new questions can be put by
you. You can also corner the
Minister. I seek your cooperation.

SHRIR. P. DAS (Krishnagar):
Mr. Deputy-Speaker,  Sir, the
Minister has raised many points
on a very limited question. All
these Jead to a regular debate,
On such an occasion, I would like
to confine to a limited sphere.
Nevertheless; the Minister will
be replied to as and when an ap--

-

propriate time arrives.

Now I shall take up the state-
ment laid on the rable of the house
in which it is said that Governe~
ment is concerned about the rise in
prices of all essential commodities.
But, Sir, you will find that inspite
of its being much concerned about
the rise in prices of spiralling of
prices, the common people, the
people who live in the villages, do
not derive any benefit from such
high sofmciﬁ]g words of the Govern-
ment. In the second a h, it
has further stated thatp?}:egx(:}agvc’m-
ment has been able to contain the
price or it has at least been able to
bring down the rate of inflation
from 27% to 7% in September
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1981. The Government also ¢laims
that the wholesale pricé has declined
' considerably as compared to the
preceding month. But, that has
" not been reflected in the consumer
" price. Sir, the all-India Consumers
Ptice has been increasing eversince.
You will find, that when the Janata
Party came to power in March 1977,
" it was 321, but in January 1980,
it rose to 371. There was a fifty-
points rise in the regime of the
Janata Government. But, within
‘these 21 months after coming into
wer of Cong-I Government, it
' R:s rise 1t to'456 points —thé increase
bBeing 85 points so far. So, why
should the Government say that it
Has been able to do something at
least for the common people? It
has not been able to do anything
for those who live in th¢ villages,
the weaker sections of the society.
‘Government exist for the benefit
-of these people of this country.

So, Sir, the Government should
not take shelter behind the wholesale
price index figure. The decline in
rate of inflation has got nothing to

-do with the consumers price. There-
fore, Sir, the government has lost

" credibility. Sir, at the end of the
statement, the Minister further tried
to convince this House that the
Membershave to play an important
role in bringing down the prices
of the Commoditjes. But | think
an individual Member or Members
have nothing to do with the spiral-
ling of prices which phenomenon
is beyond the control of an indi-
vidual. Now I have of course two
or three questions to pur. My
first question is:

Whether the Government
would revive the food for work
programme again which played
a very significant role in pro-
viding relief to the lower strata
+of thesociety of this country?
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As you know, Sir the food for work

-programme had played an impor-

tant role during an imprecedented
flobds in West Bengal in 1978.
There was no scarcity of foodgrains
in West Bengal in 1978. At that
time foodgrains were supplied in
enough quantities through the food-
for work programme to the flood
affected people. That helped keep
the prices at a low level, For the
time being there was no price rise
in West Bengal. Therefore, I would
like to know whether Government
would again revive the food-for-
work programme.

Secondly, Sir, we have been
told at the moment there are 2.96
lakh fair price shops all over the
country. But this number is much
below thé required number. It is
noteven halfand, as such, the entire
country is not being covered. This
system has to be strengthened fur-
ther. During 1980-81 through these
fair price shops Government was
able to supply not more than 14
million tonnes of focdgrains which
was almost one-tenth of the total
consumption in the country. So,
this system as it is has not been
working very effectively and effi-
ciently. Therefore, the Government
have to supply more foodgrains an
other essential commodities through
these fair price shops all over the
country so that these can be avail-
able to all people.

Last but not the least, I would
like to stress upon the point regard-
ing internal procurement  of
essential items particularly  food-
grains which cannot be a total
success unless the whole-sale trade
in foodgrains is taken over by the
Government. When the govern-
ment are coming out with this
proposal, I would like to  know,

.with this Sir, I conclude.

RAO BIRENDRA SINGH: Sir,
I have already cxplained that when
we talk about difference in' the rate
of inflation between months in the’
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previous year and months this year
we do not ¢laim that we have abso-
lutely checked infllation or suffi-
ciently brought down the prices.
‘We only mean to say that the rate
of inflation has been retarded. It
is not rising so fast now and that is
also a very big success in the present
day when rising prices are an in-
ternational phenomenon.

Sir,hehas mentioned about food-
for-work programme. I do not know
that
it should be revived. It was never
stopped. It has continued. Omly
mame has been changed. We call
it now National Rural Employ-
ment Programme and now it is not
only foodgrains but there is also cash
<omponent for purchase of material
to create durable assets for the rural
community. Even this year, if I am
notwrong because [amspeaking from
‘memory, we have provided Rs. 360
«rores for this National Rural Em-
ployment Programme.

But now itis on a 50:50 matching
basis between the Central Govern-
ment and the State Governments,
so that,.there is no wastageand the
States foel their responsibility.

23 hrs.

Now, we have also provided that
ene K.G. of foodgrain will also
be supplied. to the worker. I  app-
reciate the point meade by thehon.
Member, who rightly pointed out
that the distribution of food under
this programme helps to check the
prices of foodgrains, makes for better
supply of this commodity in the in-
terior areas of the country and also
reduces the pressure on the market.
‘With that end in view, we have also
maintained one focdgrains  com-
ponent under this programme.

SHRI R.P. DAS: You have sup-
plied only 12,000 tonnes of foodgrains
this year to West Bengal Govern-
ment for Food-for-work programme;
their demand was 40,000 tonnes of
foadgrains.

AGRAHAYANA 5, 1003 (SAKA)
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RAO BIRENDRA SINGH: I
am not going to enter into agru-
ments. You always talkabout West
Bengal. I still maintain and [ want
to point out that West Bengal
Government is the most-favoured
Government by the Central Govern-
ment in the matter of supply of
foodgrains. They get more than 3
lakh tonne offoodgrainseverymonth.
We allot this to West Bengal Govern-
ment; this is more than that of any
other State in the country, And
yet, they always have a grievance !
In Food-for«work programmeal so
they are getting their share; in fact,
more than full share.

Then, the hon. Member talked
aboutthe Central Government taking
full responsibility for feeding theentire
population completely. That will
mean taking over the foodgrain trade
in the hands of the Central Govern-
ment. We have time and again
clarified this issue. We have " said
that it is not possible to completely
eliminateprivate trade in this country.
It is not possible for any Govern-
ment to take the responsibility for
feeding the entire population, for
maintaining huge stocks of foodgrains,
for feeding the whole population of
700 millions, to procure these food-
grains, to kcep the stock of them,
to move them into all the interior
areas, all the destinations. And if
they were so keen about it, why did
they not press it when the Janata
Government was in power for nearly
3 years ? I don’t know. You should
have done it. Probably we would
have learnt from you. You never
talked about it when the other
Government was in power. You
kept quiet. You did notdo anything.
We have been steadily increasing the
quantity of foodgrains distributed
through the public distribution
system at subsidised rates. During
the Janata regime it used to be 10
or 11 million tonne. Now after this
Government came into power, and
particularly, to look after the
population during the drought sea-
sons, we have incrcased it to 15
million tonnes. This is 50 per cent
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more than what was being issued
by the Janata Government. Itis
ata much higherscale than whatwas
issued by the Janata Government.
Ithink Ihaveanswered all the points.
The system has been sucessful; it
it working satisfactorily; wherever
there is possibility of improvement,
we are trying our best to improve it
and streamlins it, to make it more
efficient.

. AN HON. MEMBER : It is
already One O’ clock, Please
adjoun the Hovse for lunch.

(Interrugtion)

MR.DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Order
please. 1 am not going to adjourn
the House ;already we have taken one
hour for this Mr Narayant Choubey.
Plaese be brief. :

SHRI NARAYAN CHOUBEY:
Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, my sub-
"mission is this. Noamount of jugglery
of words or figures or statistics will
help here. You can set aside the
basic facts that prices of essential
commodities are rising and rising.
Same price of some commodity may,
for some time, fall. But that is no
credit for you. You have claimed that
the price of onion has come down to
Rs. 1.50 per Kg. It is sold only in
10 centres in New Delhi. ITamstaying
in Vithalbhai Pate' House. I enquired
from the man who is selling onion
near Vithalbhai Patel House. He
told me that the price of onion was
Ra. 3:50 per Kg. So, it is nol proper to
say that the price of onion has come
down. But are you not responsible
to bring dawn the prices of essential
commodities ? There is one proverb
in Bengali.

72 TR WX G i) o o

The crow dies due to storm, but the
credit goes to the Fakir. Sometimes
Pprices of some commaodties comedown,
for that you cannot take the credit.
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Some time back the price of petato
had came. down, but it is not due
to your Government’s policy. It is
due to growers who have produced
more potatoes.

RAO BIRENDRA SINGH:
That was due to your effort.

SHRI NARAYAN CHOUBEY:
If you are so powerful, as has been
stated, you cl]:a]!angc these figures.
Now, in the market good rice is sold
at Rs. 6.75 per Kg. Dal is sold at
Rs.6.50 per Kg. You bring the price
of rice down. Venaspati is sold at
Rs. 14.25, edible oil is sold at Rs.
19.55 per Kg., Gas is sold at Rs.
50.75 percylinder, Soap is sold
at Rs. 2.20 per cake, Sugar
at Rs. 6.50 per Kg. Kerosene oil
is sold at Rs. 1.80 per litre. You
bring down the prices of these ess-
ential commodities, if you are so
powerful. But you are not powerful
to do that.

RAO BIRENDRA SINGH: I
am not claiming that I am powerful.

SHRI NARAYAN CHOUBEY:
The policy which you are following
has led to praice rise. During the
budget session we had wrned you
that the country will face severe
crisis and that there shall be price
rise due to your economic policies.
You did not pay heed to our advice.
The entire capitalist world is facing
inflation and you are claiming that
you have been able to control that.
But whether you controlled inflation
or not yes, you have controlied
inflation—how does it help us help
the common man in our country ?
How does it help the people in towns,
and villages ?

One of the reasons why prices
have risen is the policy adopted by
the Government. Now, raijlway fares
and freight fares were raised by you
twice during this year. Price of coal
has gone up, price of petroleum pro-
ducts has gone up, prices of steel and
cement have gone up. Have you
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taken steps to bring down the prices.
of these commodities ? Where will
all these lead up to ? These com-
modities are all produced in  public
sector undertakings. You say that the
I.M.F. loan will bring down the rate
ofinflation. The termsand conditions
of the I.M.F. loan are detrimental
to the interests of the nation. Yousay
that the whole=sale prices have come
down. No doubt. But in the case of
retail prices you have yourself
accepted that the position is not so.
What is the use of keeping a cow
if she d»2s nat give milk and
give birth to calves ? There is a
proverb in Sanskrit.

Py emar fwrd fa=r ar ar F
A A g

AN HON. MEMBER : They are
keeping cows for dung only.

SHRI NARAYAN CHOUBEY:
You have vyourself accepted that
increased production is one of the
viays to bring down and control
prices. What have you got to say
in the case of sugar? Although
there is an increase in production of
sugar compared to last year, and
prices have come down in the open
market, vou in the Government sector
have raised the price of sugar by Rs.
15 per quintal, Though the produc-
tion has increased, how is it that you
are yourself raising the price ?

There is another area where you
have failed.- when the potato
growers bring their produce in the
market, tke prices go down but you
do not procure potatoes; when the
onion growers demand that fair
price should be given to them, you
fall upon them, you pounce upon
them and even kill them, but you do
not give them proper remunrative
pricc. However, when these com-
modities reach the hands of the
traders and hoarders, the prices
up, but you do not come heawg;
on them. In such a situation, how
can you control the prices? Yoy
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hae recently failed in Punjab and
Haryana to procure rice. As about
wheat. . ..

RAO BIRENDRA'SINGH: They
are doing very well; very good pro-
curement is going on.

SHRI NARAYAN CHAUBEY:
you have failed in procurement in
the last year.

RAO BIRENDRA SINGH: You
should give credit where it is due.
Punjab and Haryana are feeding
the country.

SHRI NARAYAN CHOUBEY:
They should feed the county better.

While in Haryana and Punjab,
you have not given the farmers Res.
1.50 per quintal rise in prices, you
are importing American wheat at
the rate of Rs. 200 per quintal.
This is your policy?

There is another point. How can
the prices come down? You are
giving political support to such persons
who are responsible for rise in prices
of certain commodities.  Antulay
case is te recent case in point. - You
know, how people were compelled
to pay more in order to procure
cement. Ygu are giving political
support to such people. You will
allow such a man to be the Chief
Minister of a State. Even Mr Rajiv
Gandhi had to speak something about
that. We do not believe you when
you say that you will bring down the
prices.

From our own experience, we know
that in the rural Bengal and in such
places of West Beagal where there
is modified rationing, wheat and
other things are rare commodities,
Further, i3 Tripura not a part of
India? Or is it that since it is ruled
by the left, you regard it as ‘Paraiya’?
Why don’t you supply rice, wheat and
edible oils there? You speak of
national integration and you have
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have taken up the responsibility cf
feeding the entire nation.- Tripura
is also a part of India, but you
have failed to supply these things to
that part of India.

You have stated that you are
supplying these items through fair
price and other shops on subsidy.
You have get to pay subsidy and you
are paying huge amount for that
——400 to 500 crores annually. I
would jke to know if you are going
to continue with this subsidy. I
would be glad if your answer is in the
affiirmative. One of the condi-
tions of loap from the Interpational
Monetary Fund is that you have to
stop this subsidy. I would like to
know if you are going to continue the
subsidy so that the people can get
their rations from the fair price shopPs
at the controlled prices.

You have answered the question
that you are not doing to take over
the wholeszle trade of food etc.
But how can you control the price
without taking over the wholesal
trade? Sugar will be in my godown
and you fix the price and we abide by
that? So, naturally there is no other
go. If you want to control the prices
you have to enter the market. And
once you ventured to enter in the
Eear 1970-71, but perhaps you had

een given a good rebuff. But I
don’t know whether you are going
to take over the wholesale trade of
food or net, including that of sugar,
and also to spread the public distri-
bution system in a fair manner. I
don’t disagree, you have given us
many shocks. But then Sir,

Wit I Ity w2 o ar—
—~the hen gives

sound, but never lays eggs. 1 &‘clm':
know your Haryana; I don’t know
your Purjab; but you g to Bihar,
you go to Orissa, you go to West
Bengal—In West Bengal you will
find something sometiraes,” Sir, —
bat you go to Bihar or you go to
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Orissa in the villges you will find
nothing. Shops are there. BSo,
kindly ensure that

ot $7 FIIQ ITHIY W TH 3

Another point I want to know Sir.
What measures are you going to
adopt to give remuncrative prices %o
the peasants and how do you want
to have your procurement; and how
do you implement them? Without
that you cannot do anything. And
again what are you going to do to
supply diesel, fertilisers, pesticides.
to the farmers throughout the season
at controlled prices? They suffered
a lot. They suffered from two
sides. .

My last question is: when ever you
speak of take-over of wholsale trade,
whenever you speak of nationalisa-
tion, lots of questions arise.

Corruption ; bureaucratic methods,
this thing and that thing comes in.
It is ratural, they come there. So,
raturally wehenever there is demand
that you may take-over these things
we ask are you going to do to end
bureaucratic red-tape in h ublic
distribution system? And whether
you are able to form all-Party com-
mittees for checking up inall sectors
of distribution system? These are
my questions.

RAO BIRENDRA SINGH: Sir,
the Hon. Member has not been
able to get over his obsession with
onions, although it was made abund-
antly clear earlier and many of the
Hon. Members who spoke, agreed
that prices of onions had come down:
In the first week of November, there
was a sudden spurt in the price of
onions in the market. That was
on account of short supply and noth-
ing else; Becuase suddenly the stocks
which NAFED was holding in Delhi
were finithed and it took some time
for procuring onions from other parts
of the country. But compared to'
the price of ‘onions in 1979
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December, even during this period,
the prices did not go so high. The
wholesale price index for onions
in December 1979 was 750 and at a
point when the prices of onions were
the highest in Delhi in the beginning
?f this month, the wholesale price
index went up to 640. But within
a few days it came down to 488.
That is the figure for 14th November,
1981. We rushed supplies of onions
from Nasik, from Rajasthan areas,
Alwar district and other places and
we dumped Delhi market with onions.
Even now, if there is 2ny difficulty,
and if the hon. Member is not satis«
fied with the announcement of Delhi

Administration that onions will be -

sold at ten points in Delhi covering
the entire area at Re. 1" 50, I am
prepared to assure the hon. Member
than wherever he wants, I shall
arrange to send 2 truck load of onions
every day at Re. 1" so—wherever he
might be having difficulty. There is
no difficulty anywhere else. He was
talking about Delhi; and the diffi-
culties of the people in Delhi, (in«
terruptions),  If  you want to have
truck loadsin South Avenue or North
Avenue.  (interruptions) That means-
the position is comfortable.

Another point which the hon:
Member raised was about the de-
cline in prices at the retail level not
having taken place. But whole:
sale prices do dffert pricesat the-re-
tail level; and there has been a dec-
line in wholesale prices of several
essential’ commodities.” If the hon:
Member 15 interested I will give
some figures in respect of essential
commodities. S

.During the last ten weeks ending
7th Noventber, wholesi.le priee in-
dexofrice camedown by 3" 19, gram
by 3' 2%, moong dal by 5 7%, fish
by 20%, and potatoes by ro’ 394,
And the indéx for groundaut oil
declined by 7.4% and for mustard
oillby 4 4. -

o yeerar W S 4 WT T
)’ IENT AT 3 T AX A M7 W
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Retail prices in the market differ
from market to market. If yougo to.
a posh market like Khan Market,
you will get things at a much higher
price. Ifyougc to Super Bazar, you
will get at a cheaper . price. There
might he some markets, whieh might
be selling even cheaper than Super
Bazar, It also depends upon the
quality of goods that you buy. Onions.
ofa better quality maybe higher in
price, and so is the case with dal.
Medium quality would certain be
cheaper, and inferior quality will
be much more cheap. It isvery diffi-
cult to quote any figures about re-
tail prices, That is noc possible. We
can give retail prices from market to
market, from mohalla to mohalla, shop.
to shop and patri to patri.

SHRI CHANDRAJIT YADAV:
(Azamgarh): Why does it happen
that prices differ from mohalla to
mohalla? .

RAO BIRENDRA SINGH :
It depends on various factors. Mr.
Yadav, you know this very well,
You also sell your foodgrains at a
different price. I sell them at a
different price. One shop-keeper
will sell at one price, and the other
at another, The rent of the shops
also differs. The consumers’ capa-
city to pay also differs, There are
some fashionable people like your-
self who will not compare priccs
with other shops, and will pay any
price asked for.
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The hon. Member objected to a
slight increase in the price of levy
sugar, i.e. by 15 paise per Kg,

He knows very well that conversion
charges increase on account of va-
rious factors. The price of levy sugar
is still much lower than the price of
sugar in the free market. Whatever
additional price has been given to
the factories, it is on account of our
desire to have better prices paid to
the farmers, to the cane growers
by the factories, Unless we give the
factories enough margin, they would
not be able to pay farmers well.
The production of sugar has in-
creased because of the hard work
of the farmers. You will agree with
that. We have to ensure that sugar
canc cultivatior. doesnot go down
asitdid two or three years back on
account of the wrong policy of that
different Government which was in
power ut that time,

‘We want to ensure that production
is stabilised, production of sugar
continues to increase and farmers
continue., to get remunerative
prices for their produce. We have
not discriminated against Tripura
or any other State for that matter.
If we are looking after West Bengal
'so well, thereis no reason why we
shouldnotlook after Tripura equally
well. But there might he at times
:some difficultics about movement,

We are looking after them well,

When we receive report from them
that their stock has declined, dimi.
nished, we always rush foodgrains
to Tripura or any other part ofthe
-country. I can assure the hon. mem-
bers that we shall see that foodgrzins

arckeptinsupplyto Tripura, accor-
«ing to the need of the State,

The subsidy on some items for the
"benefit of consumers and producers
has to continuz. It is very difficult
tosay now thatit will stop orthat it
willnever stop, butth <Qolicy of the
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Government has been announced
earlier. The hon. members know
very well that we want to reduce the
quantum of subsidy by and by, but
it is not po.sible at this time to say
how long it will continue. So far as
my personal opinion goes, we will
not be able todo away with subsidy
altogether in the interest of consu-
mers and producers,

Diesel, kersosene and all . essen-
tial commodities like that are essen-
tial inputs for farmers in agricul-
ture, We haveseen to itthat thereis
enough supplv in all the States and
there is no comyplaint. Kerosene is
being allocated by the Government
of India, Diesel is also available
easily atthe prices fixed and there
is no diffic Ity in that behall.

it e fag weae ¢ (wiEEr ) ¢
AR WL, FIANA wA A AW
® M B WIEST § AISE FEAT AEA
g & I wiFE F AU 9 ggar
seT gg oAT Frgar g fF @ A
Fi T CE ATATH FeGH 7 DA
) I@ AT ACH Q7 Fi7rox
3¢ ardE #it F¢ 90 faw arde #
S=ar arEt A wraT BT °v W AF W7
3 ®rErar ? 99 gwg W fEw
T of, F@r I W0 aF ;Y )
AT F AT AT P 447 I
F frrg F1€ garg FON WK 39 § o
ax @wa fm 7 ¥F X fame ww
#aw & A WA Ty

aiw€l A @ agl feqfa @ v far
qTATY qIRT AT TE q, X H ad)
79, qor fFaar o & ? ot A
3 el a% g, Pl A FEr s v
% 6% & N saa & a1 A
IR §T, AT A argd A D J
g7 g ¥4 fa wren fAemd @
¥ wiwd Af w@ar g W HNEA
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frea 2, ad 400 ¥97 fFew
& ox feesy @ &1 500 w07 e
glear 9z @rg ..

U% WA BNET ;600 TOX
frea faa wr &1

=t o feg www g
w WA az@ g e E % 600
iy feea 2 1 an ey, sars
# fraaraer €T 8, vg Tor A
F Af 9gF W B AR oY
wre ody Jifa ey =fge fag 3
IuTRE ®1 A qur fom aF 1 9mar
et ®HK A @ A aEmI AT &Y
§ g €Y, Twar @ s € aw
AT AT WPW Y@ F( ar7aT ITEY |
feediequa § @ we@wIT AWK
frame 71 v 77 & g av@
aeA<y I arcT snfgg )

e drew feg : amdfEw
AT AN HETATE, A 0 A I
adf #7at fr A fawr & amd
go qafwi § ared € Fad
¥ amsfefar i &1 =8 %1 Qaw
% fae g g ffowr 7@ g
fau ¥ =T fmr ar fae g =T
#r agiwr Tifgg . am ok grd
ffags @1 g e aafmigediak
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AT AT AT €A B 47 A ¥ fag
qer sara AT

AWT AN A F—THET gHA 3
M wf gr-Zowd g fwar ar, 9%
&Y agt grIa H aw A & adl and avar
fo & ;v a7 wwar g | Saver A
AWM g g H¥, AWA A TA DT
gieaT gd g 2, @MW F A, ., .

it s fag w@q : Arq gaTL
LT W |

T arer Ty ¢ & wagFAar
g--fredt wEfiiAegaa & awadd #i
W T F4, IAF faurd 747 F) a7
g, fedt ardil & faars masq & &
qo1xF Are z@ar 5 wgi 3 dar g
faar ar, sgr wwEz g, Fgifw
THo Ao ATEo & TMAT F 3% w14
fraar 2, 33 8T 93 ;i =adn
AT d7 AT HrN AT Y ...

ol d TR WA (%) : oagl
2oz fRzmarg«ff samrmaw ar
21 B0 Fro Ao F AT i HEE
FATAZT & FHA T T & A< A
1t 8 fra w2 dg ez aredt st
g, 3adg dav s faramrg
g ¥ S SlETAr gar-—¥g an
FOAH g |

e Aitx fag %o Hiemrfe
A Tz nadiz w7 udFEr IeEr E,
AT TE 4R A A IITAT AR,
I3 ®( aFzdrar =fge 1 @ @oET
F1 g2 T4 # AN A A% B

sft ataa I g :oga fugr
fam woy & agt &1 IR A 34
TYAHIIr AFXE, AwATu §F ag
qY wrigrgr  add v ¥ 0

Commeodies (C.A)
T W few ;o Sw A A wnd-
argr AdT g 71 UH @Rty |

At dem owoarw : fwg ¥
AT, F/ATT § %Gl ! quraa &
Fgr ? ' .

T s feg: focam agm
fan 9w GE7

st e o wmwm ;o fady
weeTr< & faar® € oawa faar?

wa svex feg : 7 & A v
gl ar f& a1g avare 3 wwa y@ @
g1 s wm w0 weare g gy
T A1 A3 ARIE |

WT TW AW ;T A AT O
AF € |

T Fier Tag ¢ #Fwar wr oEw
IaY Y A1Y AT AT § fSad Ay
aradfast Arv ATAT=TRA & | wArd
saram  ag  ®ifowr g fF Fvd v
3 oam @I, WEE W< R AT
w% fug, fadt sugaveny @ S
g frdr g awdiond o ferg-
TATA & AA-RAn  fRERT ¥ Fnar ar
wh g &1 T awH @A NedAr
oART WAt R E, WrEfed & grAIW
Fiaaarc BE | gara g fu 5 ge
£ vy T« & F7 8T W@, AH
I, W W< gatr Sig W IA &
Y SYEr E I | ST A% Th ¥
AT T 3% FC A< LA ¥ AT fe
®r TATN FE AT 4@ ¥, Iu X
ACEH AT AT A E

Mt woem fg wmag @ 7 @
q¥A qEAT WM 1 AEErd d
ox A & o ey # wmom w0 Sl
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@A A4 fpararegr g 1 & wd
AZRA AV AMAAT HIZaT & AT Feare
#r dar ¥ Afad?

TR AGT fag : g T gd B
ga 72 fpaefrag A3 E A A
ThAr & ag aFar g fe feddt 3 il
T ogra T 3 fearaa g, =AY oY
var fra <@ & g¢ we< & qFEA
? ofr g WY s fud @ A
arga W1 9w WA @r g ag
frdy <fig #1 &Fr aF 21 ;AR
2761 ag Ad miar fa 9wwa ¥ sarer
T @ 91 < @ oW IQ § %
R N Fwrargar 2, 9 g4 N 3
AT 9TdT B A 97 9y faa <@g
g, sAawErafl ®eE

SHRI HANNAN MOLLAH
(Uluberia) : The Government and
their sweet-worded Finance Minister
are trying to betool the people of
this country by supplying poison
through the sugar-coated price po-
licy. The people of our country
are suffering because of their cons-

iracy agaimst’ our economy. The

on. .Minister explained the poli-
cies or tried to answer our questions,
but none of his answers is satisfac-
tory.-They have admitted that they
have failed to check the increase in
consumer prices; they have confess-
‘ed that they have failed tc bring
down the prices to the level of the
Janata regime

RAO BIRENDRA SINGH : We
never agreed. . .

' SHRI HANNAN MOLLAH:
You said you are trying to do it.

RAO BIRENDRA  SINGH: We
have been successful.

SHRI HANNAN MOLLAH :

ou are¢ not able to bring it down
to- that lével.® :

NOVEMBER '26, 1981

of Essemtial -  “g6o
Commodies (C.A)

RAO'- BIRENDRA SINGH :
Perhaps not to your level, the level
you wish for,

SHRI HANNAN MOLLAH :
Government always try to take
shelter under the wholesale prices.
The Minister tried to convince us
that it is difficult to fird out the
prices. 'The consumer price is pub-
lished in the labour journal after
collecting data throughout the
country. Itis prepared by the Go-
vernment. So, there is no difficulty
in getting it. Itis true thatthe price
is mcreasing day by day. Thevare
only sugar-coating it with statc-

‘ments like this. But theyshould rea-

lise that the people will not be satis-
fied with these statements. They
know what is happening. 1 do not
want to deal with other things. We
know what is happening behind
them. They want to satisfy their
lords, both inside and outside the
country, That is the reason behind
this growing price rise.

In the context of this discussion,
in the context of the present state of
our economy, I want to ask some
questicns. Isit afact thatin the years
1981 to 1983, in these three years, the
Government of India has committ-
ed to IMF that additional resource
mohilisation on fertilizer will be

Rs. 800 crores. ... :

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER:
Howwill hereply toit The Finance,
Minister has to reply to it.

SHRI HANNAN MOLLAH :...
on petroleum Rs. 340 crores, rail
ways Rs. 6 0, crores and coal Rs.
goo crores. Lethim deny it.

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER:
He must puta question concerning
the subject.: .

SHRI HANNAN MOLLAH :
In the name of additional resource
mobilisation, have they committ-
ed themselves to the IMF. If so,
isitnota fact that such a massive so-
called additidnal resource mobilisa-
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tion will add fire to inflation, turn-
ing it into a conflagration, Isit not
a fact that, as a consequence, the
prices of all essential commodities
will rise at a tremendous pace. If
s0, what measures do the Govern-
ment propose to take to tackle such
a potentially grave situation

RAO-BIRENDRA SINGH : Sir,
I have explained in considerable
detail to what extent we have been
successful in checking inflation. I
do not agree with the hon. Member
that we have not heen able to control
prices to a considerable extent. We
have done it. Even retail prices have
come down, they have declined.
And it was proved just now. There
was so much noise about onions, but
but when I offered tosenda truckload
of onions to any destination in Delhi
indicated by the non. Members,
the refused to accept onions at Rs.
1.50, and yet they arc still harping
on the same thing. (Interruptions).

As regards IMF loan and its
implications, my e¢steemed friend,
the Finance Minister, has already
explained things in detail in both
the Houses and I do not think I can
g2 into those questions. But there
18 nothing specific which needs to
be replied and which the hon., Mem-
ber wanted.

1347 hrs.

The Lok Sabha adjourned for Lunch
till fifty minutes past Fourleen of the
Clock.

The Lok Sabha rg-as.rtmbfed aﬂfr
Lunch at fifty four minules past
Fourteen  of the Clock.

[MRr. Deputy SPEAKER in the
Chair). :

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER
Shrimati Sheila Kaul may move
Motion for Election to Committee.
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SHRI MANI RAM BAGRI :
I am on a point of order,

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Let
her move this Motion,

e —

ELECTION TO COMMITTEE

GOUNGCIL OF INDIAN INSTITUTE OF
SCIENCE, BANGALORE

- THE MINISTER OF STATE
IN THE MINISTRY OF EDUCA-
TION AND SOCIAL WELFARE
(SHRIMATI SHEILA KAUL) :

I beg to move :

“That in pursuante of sub-
clause (e) of clause g{1}) -of
the scheme for the Adminis.
tratmn and Management of

lE:ro}'n::rtnvcs and funds
of t Indian Institute of
Science, Bangalore, rcad with
regulations 3.1 and 3.r1.1
of the Regulations of. the
institute, the members of
this House do proceed to
elect, in such manner as
the Speaker may direct,
two members from among
themselves to serve as mem-
bers of the Council of the
Indian Institute of Science,
Bangalore, for the next term
commencing from the 1st
January, 1982.”

MR.DEPUTY-SPEAKER : The
question is :

“That in pursuance of sub-
clause (e) of clause 9(1) of
the scheme for the Adminis-
tration and Management of
the properties and funds of
the Indian Institute’ of
Science, Bangalore, read with
regulations 3.1 and 3.1.1 of
the Regulations of the Insti-
tute, the members of this
House do proceed to clect, in
such manner as the Speaker



