295 Matters under FEBRUARY 25, 1981
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MATTERS UNDER RULE 377

(i) NEED FOR REMUNERATIVE PRICES FOR
POTATO-GROWERS or U.P.
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(ii) SHORTAGE OF EDIBLE OILS AND
VANASPATI

DR. VASANT KUMAR PANDIT
(Rajgarh): During recent months,
there has been a steep price rise of oil-
seeds, groundnut and edible oils as well
as vanaspati. The general crisis that
has been affecting the country’s eco-
nomy since 1980 has now touched yet
another essential article of the com-
mon consumer viz. vanaspati and edi-
ble oils. Nowhere, not even through
the public distribution system, edible
oil and vanaspati are available at the
fixed price. The vanaspati manufac-
turers are taking advantage of the
recent price rise of cil-seeds o#nd edi-
ble oils, There is a planned moved
to create shortage of vanaspati and
edible oils. The merchants complain
that vanaspati is not readily available
at the Government exfactory fixed
price of Rs. 192 per tin.

In the absence of firm steps by the
Government to hold the price line we
find the manufacturers, traders, anti-
social elements, hoarders, smugglers
and blackmarketeers in these essential
daily items of the common man.

The entire policy and the plan of
the Government has failed. There
has been no appreciable rige in the
acreage under oil-seeds, availability of



