347 Matters under

(ii) Need for setting up third gas-
based fertiliser plant in Cuja-
rat.

SH‘RI AHMED MOHAMMED PA-
TEL (Broach): Sir, the Satischandran
Cqmmxttee has recommended 10 Ferti-
liser Plants based on Bombay High
gas in the counitry. And so, ‘Govern-
ment of Gujarat should be allowed to
set up a third gas-based fertilizer plant
in the gtate to save valuable foreign
éxchange which is now being spent cn
the import of nitrogenous fertlilizers,

(Mr. Deputy-Speaker in the Chair,
1213 hrs

With the experience of seitng up
*wo major fertilizer plants and the
ready availability of infrastructure,
Gujarat ig in a position to set up third
gas based fertilizer plant in {he short-
est possible time.

Since this project is proposed as an
expansion of the existing facility at
Gujarat Narmada Valley Fertilizers
at Bharuch_there will be a gaving of
about Rs. 54 crores at current prices in
the capital cost on account of infra-
structure and associated facilities.
Besides, there will be 3 further saving
of about at least Rs. 40 crores by way
of interes; charges as the expansion
would be completed 12 months ear-
lier.

It is learnt that the Gujarat State
" Fertilizers Company are in a position
to make gvailable an amount of about
Rs. 120-30 crores for the project, there-
by considerably reducing the financial
burden on the public exchequer,

The project is expected to save
foreign exchange by way of reduced
imports pf nitrogenous fertilizers to
the extent of about Rs. 1,000 crores in
the course of about seven years.
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It ig understood that Gujarat gov-
ernment hag submitted a detailed
mémorandum &g the Governent of
India in this regard, An early clear-
ance of the project will greatly boost -
the country’s efforts in increasing our
fertilizer production.’

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Shri
Harish Rawat.

(ili) Need to give priority to
Hydro Electric Power with

lJar reference to hydro-power

potentia) of Pithoragarh in U.P.
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