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(iv) NEED FOR STOPPING WORK ON
PROPOSED CANAL AT VEDARANYAM IN
TAMIL NADU TO SAVE SMALL PRODUCTS
WORKERS IN SALT INDUSTRY.

*SHRI THAZHAI M. KARUNANITHI
(Nagapattinam) : Sir, in Dandi, Mahatma
Gandhi conducted Salt Satyagraha, and at
the same time, in Vedaranyam in Tamil
Nadu, Rajaji led the Salt Satyagraha and
laid the foundation-stone for India's free-
dom. According to Gandhi-Irwin Agree-
ment in 1931, out of the total production
of salt in Vedaranyam, per cent is ac-
counted for by the small scale producers.
10,000 workers have got permanent jobs
and 25,000 male and female workers are
having part-time employment, here.

Now, there is a danger for the livelihood
of these small producers and workers in
salt industry by the proposal to have 100
ft. wide canal here. Due to this canal,
1700 acre wide salt pans would be affected
adversely. Vedaranyam is a dry area
depending upon rain. The basic industry
is salt and tobacco. As tobacco could not
get a remunerative price from 1977, the
production of tobacco has come to a grind-
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ing halt, The people are solely depen-
dent on salt industry. While this 100 ft,
canal is going to benefit 87 licensees pro-
ducing salt in 264 acres, thousands of
workers producing salt on 1700 acres
would be adversely affected. The Central
Salt Board shouid immediately intervene
and stop the work worthwith and the In-
dustry Ministry should issue such a direc-
tive to the Central Salt Board as to save
the historically important Vedaranyam.

(v) NEED TO ENSURE FREE AND UNFET-
TERED ‘PADYATRA' BY FOLLOWERS OF
VARIOUS RELIGIONS.
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*The original speech was delivered in Tamil,
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