ca‘ - ‘Matters under
[Smt. Guibrinder Kaur]

the mmmdtn: areas and draw up
both short-term and long-term plans
for itg early solution,

(if) DRINKING WATER SUPPLY IN MADRAS

SHR1I K. MAYATHEVAR (Dindi-
gul): Sir, the problem of augmenting
drinking water supply in the cosmo-

politan City of Madras is a matter of |

all.India importance and requires the
attention of the Central Government
for evolving a practical and viable
scheme for its solution.

In this context it may be mentioned
that the Veeranam Scheme was pre-
pared at an estimateq cost of Rs. 28
crores, out of which Rs. 11 crores have
already been spent,

It is, however, understood that in-
stead of implementing this economical
and practica)] scheme which would
have brought the much-desired relief
to the City of Madras, the authorities
have prepared a highly inflated Katta-
lai Scheme at an estimated cost of
Rs. 459 crores. Apart from the colos-
sal financial implication, this would
affect the agricultural production in
the State, as it would take
away valuable land. That is the rea-
son ‘why it has been opposed by the
farmers of all gections.

I therefore call wupon the Central
Government {0 take interest in the
problem’ of augmenting drinking water
supply in Madrag City and help the
State Government to evolve and im-
plement a practical and viable scheme
in this regard.

(iii) MEASURES TO CREATE MORE EMPLOY-
MENT OPPORTUNITIES IN WEST BENGAL

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE
(Jadavpur): Sir, the problem of the
unemployed in the State of West Ben-
gal is sp acute that all the develop-
mental measures sponsored by the
State Government wil] remain unim-
plementeq unless the Central Govern-
ment' comes forward to step up their
investment in the State for the esta-
blishment of new industrial unitg 1n
the Central Sector. Therefore,
peopleof West Benga] are qiuung
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- for the last few years mﬁ
tral Investment in West Bengal: And;
for that purpose, I urge that the Cen-
tral Government should set up a Ma~

a Ship~

jor Ship Repair 'Complék,

Haldia, establish a coastal-based Steelk
Plant at Haldia, expand the steel.mak-
ing capacity of the Durgapur’ Steel!
Plant, Alloy Steel Plant, Indian' Iron
and Stee] Company; and establish new
unitg in West Bengal by Bharat Elec-
tronics Litd., the Central Chemical gnd
Pharmaceutical units; and the Circular
Railway in Caleutta. -From a perusal
of the Sixth Five-year Plan (1980—85)
document of the Planning Commission
which has been recently discussed at.
the meeting of the National Develop-
ment Council held in New Delhi, it
transpires that despite repeated re-
quests, the demandg of the State of
West Bengal have not received due
consideration.

For the last 14 years, except the
Metro Railway, there were no major
Central investment in West Bengal
Moreover, whatever Head Offices of
the Central Government were there,
uncalled for moves to shift Heaq Offi-
ces from West Bengal are going on.
May I ask the Government why the
whole Eastern Region is neglected by
not giving proper attention to the
problem? The highest number of edu-
cated unemployed is in West Bengal
But, what is the Central Government
doing? Instead of solving the problems
they are putfing hurdles and inter-
fering in the State matters—whether
it is on the Food-for-work programme,
or in the educational institutions.

Under these circumstances, I urge
upon the Government to sanction
project considering the huge un

-ployment situation in the State of West

Bengal.
(iv) REPORTED FALLING OF TREES IN

DEvLsx
DR. VASANT KUMAR PANDIT
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matter of public interest to tlb :

of this august House m&m-

h). Itgiahtohrin;



