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ANNOUNCEMENT RE: PRESEN-
TATION OF THE GENERAL
BUDGET

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER : I
would like to inform the House that
as is customary, the House would
adjourn for half-an-hour at 4.3¢ p.m.
today to re-assemble at 5 p.m. for the
presentation of the General Budget.

STATEMENT RE: PRESS '
BRILFING AFTER BUDGET

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE
(SHR1PRANAB MUKHER]JEL) :
Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, On
February 25, 1982 while dealing
with a question of privilege regarding
a statement made by the Chairnian,
Railway Board, in the course oi' a
press conference, Mr. Speaker had
been plea.ed to observe that “‘if a
press confcrence is to be held after
the presentation ol the budget in
Parliament, it would obviously be
more appropriate for the Minister
concerned to hold it himself, where
top functionaries could be present,
as necessary,”

Iiy this connection, I would like to
submit that after the general budget
is presented in Parliament it has
been the custom for the Secretaries
in the Ministry of Finance to hold a
press bricfing t ) explain the technical
and other aspects of the budget for
the information of the public. In
these briefings, the Secretariesdo not
makc any statements inconsistent with
the budget. In view of this, I shall
he grateful if you would agree to the
Secretaries in the Ministry « f Finance
holding the press briefing regarding
the budget as has been the case



