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is situated the National Library, Zoological
Garden etc. It has also assured the Univer:
sity all possible help in the matter. The
University has drawn a master plan for
the new dampus, the cost of which has been
estimated at Rs. 30 crores, approximately.
In late 1981, the University has appealed to
the UGC and also to the Central Govern-
ment, through UGC, to allocate the Univer-
sity Rs. 15 crores in the Sixth Plan, Tho-
ugh the Sixth Plan has already passed the
better part of its life, the help to Univer-
s'ity has not come forth yet. T appeal to the
Government to consider this initial grant to
the Caicutta University as quickly as possi-
ble, and stand by this
onal importance in its endeavour to improve
and advance the system of higher cducation
in this country.

University of nati-

| (vil) Need for abolition of Public Schools
System,
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(viii) Demand for declaration of Ramanavami
as 2 Gazetted Holiday.
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(ix) Demand for Adequate .Powcr Suppl
to Steel Plants PPy

*SHRI CHINTAMANI JENA (BALA-
SORE) : The imposition of power cut by
the concerned State Electricity Board and
Corporation has seriously hindered the
production of steel plants. The Bokaro,
Durgapur and Burnpur steel plants are
served by the Damodar Valley Corporation,
Rourkela and Bhilai steel plants draw
power from the Orissa and M.P. State Ele-
ctricity Boards respectively.

The DVC has restricted power supply to
Bokaro, Durgapur and  Buranpur stec]
plants. The OSEB and MPOSES have impo-
sed power cut, which has adversely affec-
ted Rourkela and Bhilai steel plants. The
inadequate power supply has consequently
resulted in substantial reduction in the out-
put of these steel plants. The loss is of the
order of 3,64,000 tonnes of saleable steel
during 1982.

Unless immed iate measures are taken to
supply adequate power to the stee] plants,
there will be acute paucity of saleable steel
in the country. The decline in the produc-
tion of steel will compel the government to
import steel for meeting the steel require-
ment, thereby country will loss valuable
scarce foreign exchange resources.

Till the steel plants install captive power
plant, the DVC, the OSEB, the MPSEB,
must be directed by the Central Electricity
Authority to supply the required power to
these steel plants so that the nation build-
ing activities do not come to a grinding
halt.

12.30 hrs.

DEMANDS FOR GRANTS, 1983-84
CONTD. MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: We shall now
take up further discussionand voting on the

"+ * The original speech was delivered in
Orissa,
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Demands for Grants under the contrgl of
the Ministry of Agriculture.

*Shri Zainal Abedin may now resume his
speech. He has to conclude his speech in
another five minutes.

SHRI ZATNAL ABEDIN (JANGIPUR) ;
Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, on the last day,
in the earlier part of my speech, I tried to
show that during the past several years
large areas of additio.al land has come
uader irrigation, thc use of better seeds
and fertilisers have also gone up. But in
spite of all that, in the ficld of production
of foodgrains or in the field of cash crops’
production i.e. in one word in the entire
fie'd of agricultural production the posi=
tion has remained stagnant over many
years. We have failed to achieve the
production targets and not only that, we
have not been able to increase the per
capita availability of food grains, pulses,
egeg, milk, pontry meat, fish etc. over the
fifties or the sixties level. Rather in many
cases it has gone below that level.

I also tried to show that as a result of
the agricultural policy and the production
strategy followed by the Government, a
relative imbalance in the production of
various types of agricultural products have
cropped up, regional disparities have
increased, and due to the concentration of
land and other rural assets in the hands of
a few people, the disparities in income
among various sections of the cultivators
have also tremendously increased. These
developmental imbalances are giving rise to
various tvpes of political crisis which is
manifested in secessionist movements and in
various other ways. I also tried to say that
on account of extreme poverty the small
and marginal farmers, the sharecroppers
etc., are unable to use nutrients in their
fields and this is one of the main reasons
for the stagnant situation in our agricultu-
ral production. Thereforc, if we want to
revive our agricultural economy, if we want
to raise our agricultural production, then

*The Original speech was dclivered in
Bengali.



