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ils expansion, because in future the
sea is going to be very important,
and the navy will have to play a
major role not only in defending our
maritime and our trade routes. In
the coming decades, battles will be
fought to exploit the resources of the
sea. You must have seen that the
Super Powers are vying with each
other and occupying the vast open
sea. Therefore, the Government of
India has to pay more attention to the
navy.

With these words I commend the
Budget and associate myself with all
the provisions that have been made,
whether it is with regard to replace-
ment and modernisation of our equip.
ment or facilities that have been ex-
tended to the armed forces.

13.12 hrs.

CALLING ATTENTION TO MATTER
OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

OUT COME OF RECENT TALKS HELD IN
New DELHI BETWEEN THE FOREIGN
MINISTERS OF PAKISTAN AND INDIA.
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THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS (SHRI P. V. NARASIM-
HA RAO): Mr. Speaker, Sir, as the
House is aware, the Foreign Minister
of Pakistan, Hig Excellency Mr. Agha
Shahi paid an official visit to India
from July 15 to 17, 1980. We attached
considerable importance to this visit
coming as it did at a time when the
situation in our region has been a
cause of concern to all of us. 1In
fact, ever since thig Government
came to office we have had a continu-
ing dialogue with Pakistan on our

avolving bilateral relations as well
as the general situation in this part
of the world. The House will recall
that our Foreign Secretary visited
Islamabad in eary February, within
a month of this Government assum-
ing office. The process was continued
with a visit, in April, of our former
Foreign Minister Sardar Swaran Singh
to Pakistan as a Special Emissary of
the Prime Minister, The Prime
Minister also had an opportunity of
meeting the President of [Pakistan
when both of them were in Salisbury
to attend the independence celebra-
tions of Zimbabwe. These high level
exchanges have been useful in giving
cach a clearer understanding of the
others views and perceptions. In
this context, the visit of Mr. Agha
Shahi was both timely and welcome,

Mr. Speaker, Sir, it was only
natunal that the situation in our
region in general and in Afghanistan
in particular figured prominently i1n
the discussions that I had wiwnh my
Pakistani colleague. As the House
is aware, this Government has right
from the beginning consistently em-
rhasised tha; the difficult situation in
Afghanistan could be resolved only
through political means. Our effort
has been to defuse tensions so that
great power confrontation can be
kept out of our region. It wag a
matter of satisfaction to us to hear
from the Foreign Minister of Pakis-
tan that he too was in faveur of a
political settiement. In our wide-
ranging consultations over the last
several months we have discovered
a growing consensug towards seeking
a negotiated political settlement of the
situation in Afghanistan. We conti-
nue to hope that the efforts in this
direction would lead to the emergence
of the contours of a political solution
that would take into consideration the
genuine interests and concerns of ail
parties concerned, notably the peogle
of Afghaistan. What is of the utmost
importance is to begin the procesg of
gonsultations amongst the countries
most directly involved. While :har-
ing this Mr. Agha Shahi expressed
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the constraint viz that according to
him, in terms of the resolutions of the
Islamic Foreign Ministers Confer-
ence of May 1980 the three-man
Standing Committee sey up by the
Conference could not initiate any
dialogue in a manner that would
amount to a recognition of the present
Government of Afghanistan. We rei-
terated our views on the urgent need
for the dialogue. There was a detailed
discussion on this and other gspectg of
a possible process of negotiations.

In my discussion with Mr, Agha
Shahi I reiterated the firm commit-
ment of the Government of India to
the Simlg Agreement which provided
the framework fOor ndrfhalisation of
relations between our two countries.
It has been this Government's endea-
vour to further the Simla process and
to create a climate of confidence. We
have taken many steps to translate the
principles 1laid down in the Simla
Agreement into action, but some still
remain to be taken. I expressed our
desire that further moveéiffent in this
direction should be accelerated and
hoped that the Government of Pakis-
tan would reciprocate this desire. In
this context we would like to see more
cultural exchanges between the two
countries and the facilitating of great-
er people to people contacts. In addi-
tion, I drew Mr. Agha Shahi’s atten-
tion to the opportunities of economic
collaboration between our twg count-
ries that are waiting to be explored
and called for strengthening of trade
links. I am glad to say, Sir, that Mr.
Agha Shahi’s response on these as-
pects of normalisation of relations
between the two countries was posi-
tive. I was assured by Mr. Agha
Shahi that there were no political
inhibitions in regard io the expansion
of Indo-Pakistan trade. The dialogue
on trade relations is to confinue
shortly; talks are zlso likely to be held
to finalise grrangements which would
enable touristgs from each country to
vigit the other. There is now a dis-
tinct possibility of more places of pil-
grimage in each country being thrown
open for visits by people of the other

1467 L.S.—9.

and alsp of an improvement in the
facilities for travel between the two
countries. The need tq increage ex-
changeg in the cultural fields was also
acknowledged on both sides. Posel-
bilities of exchange in the negr future,
of Indian and Pakistani prisoners, pre.
sently under detention gn both gides,
are alsp improving. I am confident
that the people of our two countries
would heartily welcome the restora-
tion of normalcy in our relations and
establisment of an environment of
peace and friendship.

During his stay in Delhi, Mr, Agha
Shahi called on the Prime Minister
twice. On the first occasion, he con-
veyed condolences on behalf of Presi-
dent Zia-ul Haq and the people of
Pakistan, on her recent bereavement.
During his second call, there were dis-
cussions on several international and
regional issues as well ag on matters
of bilateral interest and it was agreed,
intér qlia, that all possible steps
should be taken to facilities further
implementation of the provisiong of the
Simly Agreement.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, the
Foreign Minister of Pakistan in his
banquet speech made 5 reference to
the proposal of his ‘Government to
hold talks at the level of military
commanders on mutual reduction of
force levels. This question had been
discussed in great detail during the
visit to Pakistan of Sardar Swaran
Singh last April and our views, which
were conveyed tg the Government of
Pakistan then were reiterated by me
in our present talks. 1 impresseq on
Mr. Agha Shahi once again that no
question of this pature could at all
arise unless and until, according to
the common satisfaction of both count-
ries, the requisite amount of trust and
confidence have been created between
them. Moreover, it would neither be
realistic nor feasible to make it a
purely mililary exercise, but must re-
flect a shared political perception and
understanding of each country’s secu-
rity needs by the gther. Exercises of
this nature undertaken elsewhepe in
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recent years corroborate this conclu-
sion.

As regards KXKashmir, the Foreign
Minister of Pakistan referred to it in
his banquet speech in the following
terms:—

“We are firmly committed to the
full implementation of the Simla
Agreement in all its provisions and
are confident that the process
would be carried to 1ts logical con-
clusion with a just and amicable
settlement on Jammu and Kashmir
which will usher in a new era Of
harmonious relations and fruitful
cooperation in a wide fleld.”

It was pointed out during our talks
that references to Kashmir in interna-
tional fora by Pakistan, even though
they state that it is in accordance with
their understanding of the Simla
Agreement, do not help to create
better atmosphere,

It is in the above overall context,
Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, that one
should assess the outcome of these
talks. The talks did bring out the
differences in perception known to
exist between the twp countries.
Nevertheless, on several matters of
common interest as well as of regional
importance, the area of agreement
was also not inconsiderable. In
any event the frank exchange of views
was mutually beneficial. The talks
were conducted in an atmosphere of
utmost cordiality. Therefore, to des-
cribe the outcome of our talks as &
failure or a breakdown, I submit,
would not be correct. We lock for-
ward, with cautioug optimism to
progressive improvement of our re-
lations.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, it is the
Government of India’s conviction that
a harmonious relationship between
India and Pakistan ig important for
the peace and well-being of South
Asia. Towards this end, we intend to
continue our dialogue with the Gov-
ernment of Pakistan and I have gladly

accepted the invitation extended by
Mr. Agha Shahi to visit Pakistan at a
mutually convenient date. We have
also agreed that, before my visit, the
Foreign Secretary of Pakistan would
visit India for the next round of regu-
lar official level consultations.
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MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Our Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister did not discuss
the budget proposals of Pakistan, He
never discussed it.
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MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Please pul
your questions to the Minister. They
will try to divert your attention.

o TAEAR qrEdt:  AgT AqA &I
§TUS &, g IWIEAIET Al FY A AGT
™ @R

MR, DEPUTY-SPEAKER: You cap
put only one question.
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MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Mr. P. M.
Sayeed. Not here. He told me that hf—'
would not be here. Mr. Arjun Sethi.
Please be short.

SHRI ARJUN SETHI (Bhadrak):
Sir, I fully appreciate the continued
efforts made bilaterally by our Gov-
ernment to improve the relationship
between India and Pakistan.

But, Sir, if you examine this efifort
made by our Government during these
years, you will find that no reciprocity
has been shown by the Pakistan Gov-
ernment.

13.44 hrs.

[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair]

I must say that during all these years,
we have been relying very much on
Pakistan Government. It is mentioned
in the Statement made by the hon.
Minister. He has also stated while
Teplying to a question that the Foreign
Minister of Pakistan, Shri Agha Shahi,
has totally denied that they are pre-
paring or are making bombs.

In this context, I would like tc iake
the time of the House to point out only
a few lines about what has been men-
tioned by an American Congressman
who toured both India as well as
Pakistan as the leader of the American
Delegation. He ig Mr. Lister Wolif. He
has mentioned in his statement. It ap-

peared in the press also. He said that

there was not a shadow of doubt that
Pakistan is making or is going in for
an atom bomb. Not only that. He
further added that Pakistan is almost
going in for a factory for producing
atomic weapons. That has been report-
ed in the paper. It has been told to
the press not by anybody but by &
Senior Congressman from the Am-
erica, Mr. Lister Woolf.

Sir, in this context I would like to
say that our government has left no
stone unturned to solve the problems
confronting these two countries bilater-
ally and in a peaceful manner but
what we have seen and what has been
said by the hon’ble Minister in his
statement the Foreign Minister, Mr.
Agha Shahi has repeatedly stressed the
problem of Kashmir as well as our
defence preparedness, I would like to
know whether this is the spirit cf the
Simla Agreement to talk of our defence
preparedness while ignoring their own
preparedness to defend their country.
Similarly, I would like to know whether
the Foreign Minister of Pakistan has
attempted to speak on behalf of the
small nations and their anxiety abecut
our defence preparedness. If so, what is
the reaction of the hon'ble Minister?

Sir, it is also mentioned that they
discussed the problem of exchange of
prisoners between the two countriess
May I know what specific steps or
specific time they have fixed in orde1r”
to solve this problem at an egrly date?
The hon’ble Minister has also referrec
to the Afghan issue and Mr. Agha
Shahi hag spoken as a leader of the
Islamic countries or conference that
unless ihese countries are willing for
a bilatera) discussion with Afghanistan
nothing can be possible. May I know
whether this taik of Mr. Agha Shahi
is in consonance with the spirit of
bilateralism?

SHRI P. V. NARASIMHA RAO: Sir,
I have very clearly stated on whicly
points there was some progress bilater-
ally. So, in the light of what I have
said it is not correct {o say that there
was no reciprocity whatsoever from the
Pakistan side. I submit that there was
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and that is why I have struck a hope-
ful note in se¢ far as some bilateral
matters are concerned but jt remains
to be seen how quickly, and to what
extent we put these decisions into
action.

Then, Sir, I have reported only about
the talks which took place between Mr.
Agha Shahi and myself and Mr. Agha
Shahi and our Prime Minister. I had
no occasion te bring in what a third
person said—whether it is a Congress-
man from America or leader from
Timbuktu. It is difficult to bring in
matters like that. Therefore, I have
confined my attention to the talks that
took place. So, I cannot say anything
and cemment on anything said else-
where as the hon’ble Member has said.
I only said what Mr. Agha Shahi told
me. That is what I have reported.
I have not gone into the whole ques-
tion of what we have to think about
what he said to us. That is entirely
a different matter, Sir. Then, about
the Simla spirit, I feel that whatever
is possible to be decided amicably, to

be settled amicably, comes under
that Simla spirit, because, Simla
agreement is not specific only, but it

is also general—about the spirit which
is mentioned in the Agreement, ac-
cording to which, the relations bet-
ween the two countries have to be
normalised. This is of a very general
nature. And if on one or two issues
we cannct see eye to eye, we cannot
say that the Simla agreement has
brdken down on those issues. We

shall have to talk again and again;
that is the real spirit of the Simla
agreement. About my views on Mr.

Agha Shahi’s comment, regarding a
big country like India’ I did not real-
ly consider it necessary to question
him on the peint because we cannot
do anytlhing in respect of those fears.
If India is big, it is not possible for
India to oblige anybody by becoming
small. That is something which no-
body can help and therefore we have
to take it as a part cf life.

About the exchange of prisoners, as
I have mentioned in my answer to a

DG. (Genercl), 270
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question only yesterday, which did
not come up for oral answer, but
which is contained in the Written
Answers given, an AIDE MEMORIE
was presented to us just a cocuple of
days before Mr. Agha Shahi’s visit, in
which certain numbers 240 or 250 or
300 were given to us. I don't remem-
ber the exact flgure. we are examin-
ing this. In return for these prisoners,
an offer was made that we should ex-
change some prisoners, 150 or 160,
who are detained in our jails here.
This is a matter which will be looked
into. There is no need for us to
take long over this. I think it will
be sorted out as quickly as possible.

Regarding Afghanistan, as I have al-
ready saill, we expressed our opinion.
We tried to understand each other’s
opinicn and that is where the matter
rests,
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