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(xvli) Exorbitant escalation of rents deman-
ded by Bombay Port Trust.

SHRI RATANSINGH RAJDA (Bom-
bay South) : Bombay Port Trust is the
biggest landlord owning 1800 acres of land
in the City of Bombay. Several principal
commodity markets such as grain, timber,
iron, steel, charcoal, coal, tiles, cotton, sand-
lime exist on these lands since generations on
monthly tenancy or 15 monthly leases, the
rent whercof was revised periodically aggre-
gating about ten times the original rent.

Recently, B.P.T. has demanded escalation
of rent amounting to 1000 to 1200 per cent.
This exorbitant demand has greatly perturbed
and jolted the tenants.

Itis worth nothing that government or
semi-government departments like Food Cor-
poration, Indian Oil, Defence and Bombay
Municipal Corporation have refused to
accept such excessive increasement of rent.

If this highly exorbitant rent is imposed
taking advantage ©f non-application of the
Rent Act, to B.P.T. lands, the entire trade
infrastructure, the backbone of commercial
activities in Bombay will come to standstill
and thousands of people would be thrown
out of jobs.

This exorbitant increment of rent to 1000
to 1200 per cent is not only unjust but it is
reckless, arbitrary, atrocious and monstrous
also unheard of in any civilised society. Cen-
tral Government must behave as an ideal
landlord, if they exploit the helplessness of
common man what remedy lies for common
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citizens. Let us not push the citizens with
ther their backs to the wall. It is high time

t!:le Central Government reconsider the deci-
sion regarding ill-adise dvincrement of rent.

(xvili) Need for development of areas under
Machhlishahr Constitueney of Uttar Pradesh.
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