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CALLING ATTENTION TO MAITER OF .
URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

REPORTED DISTRESS SALE BY FAR-
MERS OF COARSE GRAINS LIKE
JOWAR, BAJRA AND MAIZE DUE

TO FALL IN PRICES

ol T T qEiAY (FIAT7) : qAE
TEIET, § HIOF FIFTH SGEFTAIT AF
wzes & farafafga fae7 &1 s &g
Yt amfes gfa 741 51 saF fr=iar g
oY migAr @17 & 39 @ ¥ oF
F§a57 2 ¢

CFISTT H STA1T, A1ATN 1T FEFT Y
wiE NS F gFf@d gEal 7, A7 qGIEHT
gro fauifa weai 7 aza &7 2, fawuaz
17 & ®0 fEa@Al gro 3% ®AgE
fasr f&3 sng & gararr =7 g3 @
#§ g T F A% FIATIET |

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF FOOD AND CIVIL SUP-
PLIES (SHR] BEHAGWAT JHA AZAD) :
Government of India have announced the
support price of Kharif coarsegrains, viz.
jowar, bajra and maize of fair average
quality at Rs. 124/- per quintal for 1983-84
marketing season.

2. As the price of bajra was reported to
be ruling below support price in some
States, the Government of India have
decided that during the current kharif
marketing season, price support opera-
tions for bajra would be undertaken
by the Food Corporation of India or
the State Governments agencies acting
as agents of the F.C.I. These agents
will purchase bajra according to the
specifications already intimated to the
State Governments. The F.C.I. has
accordingly been advised to enter the
markets of Haryana, Gujarat and
Rajasthan for purchase of bajra as the

price of bajara was reported to have
come down below support price in
those States. The F.C.I. has also been
advised to keep in readiness for entering
the markeis of any State where the
prices of bajra fali below the support
price level.

3. The F.C.1 has alrcady entered the
markets in  Gujarat, Haryana, and
Rajasthan, for the purchase of bajra.

According to reports available, the
wholsale prices of bajra in the impor-
tant centres in these States, excepting

Harvana, are now ruling higher than the
support price fixed. In Haryana, it
is reported that most of the grain
comming to the market is below
specifications.

4. The F.C.1. has reported purchase of the
following quantities of bajra :

Haryvana — 93 tonnes.

Rajasthan — 6 tonnes.

5. No decision has been taken by the
Government of India to purchase jowar,
maize, or other coarsegrains, in price
support operations as normally these
grans are locally consumed and when-
ever necessary, State Governments take
up purchase operations. It is open to
the individual State Governments to
undertaken such purchases where it
becomes necessary in the interest of the
farmers and distribute the grains throush
the public distribution system at prices
to be fixed by them. This decision
has been taken keeping in view the
short shelf life of the coarse grains
and consuming habits of the producing
arcas. The maize and jowar prices of
fair average qualily are ruling higher
than the support price fixed by the
important mandis of most of the States.

(Interruptions)*

MR. SPEAKER : Nothing goes on
record except what Mr. Paranjpe says.

* Not recorded.
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it v QWG . AAAT AT
HEIEA, HAY AR 7 HIA AFqeq H TH
T &t edrwre frar & f7 o frafea
qeq &, GUGA WeA §, I9Q ¥ &AQ
qT fHR1T ATAT WIZT HATH A1AT § q99
¥ fa gazT @I Tgre | W IFA
Frr g1 & fF ardr swaeqr &7 & %
2, arq 7z frars & f6 aovr7 &9 a@q
FIFAFT FIfwwr FIA &, IR
framt & wor 7 aq@ FEr 2, 90q
TAFT FGAT AT FAT § AHA-HHATT
FTHATE AT AN HAF AT H
fE|1A 9TAT JET HATSH qHGTA  HE@ H
FANTITLATR & | AR FJIAIT
UG T 80 7 105 #97 # #94 #
fas 7gr &, 537 100 & 115 &7 &
a9, gFT 100 T 110 %07 & Arg H
fags @ & 1

qH A% 2 - SAFar qEf F orAw A
vF faorg faar g1, fagra F @&y
fEaraY &1 war€ # a7 fAva feaar ar
f& g nta & gvwrdr mEm g@r &6
frar F1 s s AT ¥ FH A
97 faFar awr s@ar & fFEE &1
afaxre 1gm f& ag a1 g9 39
AIFITAQINE g & qqr FEAT
faaq w07 &7 w&Lq 21, FF & w7
¥ 7zt & ¥ 7% | 97 JMT qTA AT
soar ad feaa gasr awe & 49
a¥Mm 1 T wwrT F1 fagram wEarn
qiEft & wEa & fEEm #r o oweErd
# fax garar qr afz z9 gwrz F1 FT
19 A FIF &1 9% FWITT HEH H oIy
aFar 41, FMifx 37 & feam w1 aieafas
&7 & wga fawdt, afvq agt @t faaga
fasfia am g1 w@r &1 f&ama #1 z2¢
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o gz gt 97 gdEA| e 2,
T &z & aAi § FwA arf §, 9 wagd
FHgigaAdAT® TW FA FY
g faorsit & Zrwl ® o #1E F97 Ag
ard §, 3HAT g7 HA &7 FIHA AT AR
faaT 24T 9% 7@T &, g IW & @
garfer argAt & ay frer s o1 @
g

qg wim s aza & % arv IE B
f& fF. AT & o9 1 =9IT G FT
fear 1 ama, Fgaa §17 qATE
A1 FT IF &1 90 a0 fFar o @
SFIT FT AT a1 wgt 9T aga v &
afwa sr=or famge seer @ar @
FRTL! ATHIT TH 4@ 1 90~ &L &
f fazvit faamat &1 gud e 3917 2w
faa wrtz, #=ifF wraz 37 &1 M TAWHIT
¢, afea s Frt AW qrAr AW AT
feam, e Ay aEAFTATE AT IW 9T
o7 Agt fagr srar | agt 97 T wIH
#1 q1a qga & AA 8, AfEw qEd
atw fazeri & srarr srrana far 1 @
=1t aral | feaar g2r =T 2 H
q1ear g & =8 A qv gEror WA
faare 3 YT sad g faoat w1 729 )
a1 garr fdaa aga g aw ¥ famw
wgrawmd atws ag sg9 € &
Foaai Az aw ¥ Ffw gmrza A7
fegzar sr o€ &1 9 aadr g 41
ag gz 1 ¢ | fama 1 amw aga
ST AT & YT AT W I A+ fAmar
¢ ag aga &% fawar 8, fawe feam
H1T §13 fW-H1F F1 4G A1 W@ Q)
afz tar & |7ar <@ ar €@ W FX
qEiare & aga # o1 ACH AT W F
fad aga sa@® g el
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12,35 hrs.

(MR, DEPUTY-SPEAKER
chair).

in the

gTEqH WIZW, gH A @AY
Fey wga # fw w1990 aw  gArr
W & geqrga & @ &g JrQAT AT
gasl fa3wi & 41 F3¥ qOAT 9ITAT |
¥ Fzar az ¢ (& ag fEaa a1 qg@m
FT TZ1 ¢, 39 F1 Iqrzq g * fang
wHwage fagar aifze @ 39% fa7 ¥
arfa® sgrar (wa4r Tifge 1 & qar
gian 3, a7 a1 ug &7 WA F gEd §
79T a8 A9 g4 A g 1@ A s
gaer 71¢ fadrg srET A{Y g

wa & fearai 1 ara sar g, a
# ofr€FIT qTEAS ®H'AT KT AT WY
®TAr wgar ) 39 & fegAi & wfafafa
st Ttz faz off & O Fwa () F
gzea § 1 Far gAY At 47 77 aqwA fe
feadr 1@t # I agAT fedee
fagari | fFaal & ufafafa & =1 &
A% 9T ara gt §, ITHT IF FAAA
# wremar 78 & SrAr ST WS AW
faet w7 za g1 favim s 33 §, 1 f&
feara faast Gar & 1 & sigar & 747
ot @ A% wegA I, AV ¥ yAqrg fw
feadt fegz way woatz fag  F
famaré )

A ATz w@ g & T aw
U® B 97 WEP 9% ATIH ¥ AEAr g,
gW 92w &1 g AgY. awrr Fr @@ @
a8l w7y afew faaf v ar oy & &)
gratg Y aga ¥ faami A dz Iy £
&9 ag 29 (s g59 7 6 0T & faw &%
T FT 0% AT aNqT 90g gare axtay
grfadr & afraz »rgn § alx 3Ia%
FIL07 HETYIT TG 94181 43 W@ § |
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feaal #1 awgdt graa & aodr qarAL
W FF ¥ FF G TCIIAT T G
&t Afzag a0 O F, SARY ML gEN
faar sra, ar ga & fearml & 39 T
fadrft | & g fe Wt off g7 avaew
# o famz agt @

qFATE &1 AN A AT A AAY
g1 |z gArR W & gadl " gy af @
fx &1z #) qua eq 2w ¥ ags wz @
2\ 9% ®arw F Aqra F1 @2 FT afwar
# g7 F 59 @99 @z 1 gk fggeE
¥ gnT g & $189 F9 g, a1
femm g9 #1 &da T sA@ wEA
931 FIAN AGAT GGG ATH IAST A
arfa® s war g, ag qar /g g fF ag &=
FqaT TF | A1 F A AiFE T 91 @
2 HgmfF v gw ov wik w@
gifgg 1 & ag am@ar [gar g &
usedE # feaar wfeat § faga @ezw
THoHT0x1E @z & fag =g fed &
A fFrad s T W@ E | FIT WM A
Tq qg & af¥e WMo ar §9 gA@
Straq ff oY onT w1 aqar a1 w@r 8,
ag § 1T § AT arcafasar go AT
21 ZE YW F HIT Heg wAw § A
aiwg Far 7 2fey fe agi fead ¥z
Fm % @& ag fasg aga i @
& (uHT grasg 912 fegEl @ 3 Al
AFTE X oA FiHE AN §, IT F
1A 9T M9 & F§ Arfq A, ar
gg aga ag FAW  fewml & @e
g

& 4@ ot 7 g fAdga swm fe
g7 |1 aral 9 fawrw $1 F  sfaasa
femAl Y Tge og'wry ® fag waw
B 1T

TaA §g FC & Al @ W
FE@E
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HY WraA W1 wrwre c GgaE &7
@z § F199 ¥97 ag ST gee =E
Afq qa1 2, 27 q9H WAl FT IJAT
I 9% & g9 Ff faar o1 gwar |
AN T A A WIS E | OF AT
7z & {5 wwenw & frat wfsn g
¢ o agt 9 fog ®1wg qv &z & o
@ g Al Fwa agr & @i #oFAn
21

Trweqia & adt aw 13 wfEar v%o
g0 an€ grar &=t 91 7 F, 11 wfEar
FT NTAAZ FT UAGT A ;A § T
TREGTT €2 AEISHET FIIQWA A
12 5fear @t & 1 58 @ & FA 36
sfear |ret o1 947 § AT qAT IwG
g€, av ¢@ ¥ sfaw st &

(smme)

MR, DEPUTY-SPEAKER : How can
he reply? You cannot ask a question like

this,

St 0T QNG FT qF YALAA
# fraar T «zf w2t afear &y af

g7

of WIMEA W ARG JAT AT 3o
wizar @t af & | 51T AT AT
gt ar stz &rar Arer

Wgl aF FIRA KT g@W F |
gHIR TIF 15-11-83 F1 g9a1 1| Ja%
FFIMT YA ¥ 12 &1 Fwa 130
wqq, TOF F1F19F 130 ¥ FR 9997
T AT FIHG 134 TGN R 1 WA
qFHodloATEe F FrATT # @adAT e
far a1 @7 gfeqi & aq? gzm 124
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Wy § sgiar 19§ 4f | g@fey ge=ar
Fr amm @ v owodlcando # Frony A

217 & i feeg qw adf & @ & o
fEami &1 a2 gy ¥ Afas Foa fag
W

SHRI KRISHNA KUMAR GOYAL
(KOt} 2 vosions™

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : What Shri
Chitta Basu says will only go on record.

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAIJPAYEE
(New Delhi) : Will your remark also go
out of record ?

MR, DEPUTY-SPEAKER : You can
order it,

SHRI CHITTA BASU (Barasat) : Sir,
you might have heard an observation of the
hon. Minister while he was replying to the
question asked by the previous Speaker,
He just swept away _the question by saying
that he is prepared only to answer the ques-
tion which is related to the price of bajra,
maize and the quantity of those coarse food-
grains which he proposes to purchase.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : That is the
subject matter of the discussion on the Calling
Attention.

SHRI CHITTA BASU : He cannot
divide the economics of a country in water-
tight compartments. That is your difficulty
and I think that difficulty should not be
mentioned by him also. Asa matter of
fact, if you allow me to say, this problem of
the price of bajra, maize or any other agricul-
tural produce is very much connected with
the entire price policy of the Government and
it cannot be taken up separately. 1 am not
entering into that very wide subject at the
present moment because I know the subject
and on many occasions I have put across my
point of view. But what is relevant today is
that every paradoxical situation is there.
On the one side there is Steep fall in the

**Not recorded
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prices of agricultural produce and on the
other hand, there is a steep rise in the price of
essential commodities, particularly the food-
grains. In the morning, you might have
noticed the anxiety, anguish and the concern
of the entire House. Of course, I cannot
say the entire House, these people are very
complacent, but the concern was expressed
by this side of the House about the growing
price rise of the essential commodities, parti-
cularly, the foodgrains.

Therefore, this is the paradox, The
paradox i1s that there is fall in the prices of
agricultural produce and simultaneous rise in
the price of the foodgrains for the consumers.
Therefore, these two subjects cannot be trea-
ted separately. As a matter of fact, my first
charge against the Government is that the
Government has betrayed so long a dismal
lack of an integrated policy instrument in the
matter of meeting the situation. This subject
includes three issues, namely, the support
price, the remunerative price and supply of
foodgrains to the consumers at reasonable
price through public distribution system.
These three are inter-linked, indiscornibly
interlinked, you cannot separate one from
another, Anyway, he has already said that
he is not prepared to answer these questions
...(Interruptions). He will have to reply if
he wants to convince us, If he does not
care for the House, that is a different matter.
But if he has got an iota of respect for this
House, then he will have to answer it. Of
course, he can go scotfree, becuase he has got
the majority.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : You can
quote all the thres prices obtaining in West
Bengal and Kerala and ask whether itis a
fact or not,

SHRI CHITTA BASU : I am really
grateful to you for you have allowed me to
raise the queston of the price situation in
West Beugal. I think you know it that the
West Bengal Government have been deman-
ding 4.5 lakh tonnes of foodgrains cach
month to meet the requirements of the public
distribution system. Yet this Minister, I
would rather say this Government—because,
1 have nothing personal against him—this
Government has never been able to make
available more than 2.5 lakh tonnes. Would
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you accuse the Government of West Bengal
for not supplying the minimum ration to the
citizens ?  Similarly, I  under-stand the
Kerala Government wanted 2 lakh tonnes of
foodgrains —it is your Government; the
demand was made by Shri Kurunakaran,
your colleague—but, instead of grating that
quota, you reduced the existing quota and
scale of supply. So, if the price rises in
Trivandrum or in Calcutta, is Shri Jyoti Basu
or the left Government responsible
for it 7

(Iterruptions)

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Only Shri
Chitta Basu's speech will be recorded.

SHRI CHITTA BASU : So, these pro-
blems are inter-linked. In the Present case,
there has been a bumper crop of bajra this
year due t» good monsoon. But, instead of
it being a blessing for the peasant, the good
monsoon has been a bane., The bumper
crop of bajra in Haryana, Rajasthan and
Madhya Pradesh has resulted in a steep fall
in price in the market, What action has the
Government taken ? It has asked the FCI
to purchase bajra from the growers. But
look at the purchases made by FCL In
Haryana they have so far purchased 93
tonnes. In Rajasthan the problem is very
very complex and very typical, Shri
Vajpayee has already mentioned what is the
ruling price of bajra in several places in
Rajasthan. . Here the total purchase of bajra
by the FCI is six tonnes,

Sir, this is the function and performance
of the FCI, and of this the Government is
proud and it boasts and feels that their
policy is the pro-peasant policy, they are
very much for the interests of the peasants
and they want to protect their interests, But
does this prove ? Even a municipality can
purchase six tonnes of bajra, or even some-
body aclerk can purchase six tonnes of
bajra. And you are proud of your FCI
that it gives the record that you are able to
purchase only six tonnes of bajra from
Rajusthan when the situation is very very ,
critical.

Again, in this Government order there
are certain loop-holes, gaps, working against
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the interests of the peasans, They say: “It
is reported that most of the grain coming to
the market is below specification.” That is,
you have fixed up the support price at Rs,
124 without taking into account the cost of
cultivation.

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERIJEE
{Jadavpur) : You pay some money...

(Interruptions)

SHRI CHITTA BASU : I am coming to
that. If you know it, you say.

Sir, first of all you have determined the
support at Rs, 124 per quintal. Did you
take into account the cost of production ?
(Interruptions).  In that case, you, the
former peasant leader, say that it is not neces-
sary to determine anything in the case of
fixing the support price. This is a wrong
idea, a wrong theory. Their position is,
you should know, that in the matter of cal-
culating the support price the cost of cultiva-
tion is not to be taken into account. It is
merely a mercy that the Government is doing
by purchasing. Therefore, the support price
is invariably, according to the Government
policy, much below the remunerative price.
Point No.1 is, you cheat the peasant,
exploit them. ([Insterruptions). Sir, don’t
disturb me,

(Interruptions)

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : He is going
to put the question.

SHRI CHITTA BASU :I am putting
the question.

MR, DEPUTY-SPEAKER : I rang the
bell to inform you that you have prepared
sufficient background. Put your question
now,

SHRI CHITTA BASU : Now I put
my question, May I know whether the Govern-
ment is prepared to change this verv basic
policy of determining the support price by
taking into account the cost of production,
reasonable margin and the risk allowance ?
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Secondly, may I know whether the Govern-
ment has provided adequate funds to the
Food Corporation of India to launch a
massive purchase operation in the villages ?
May I also know whether the Government is
prepared to open purchasing centres for
every 2000 population so that in the easily
accessible areas the peasants can sell their
produce at the Government or the FCI
purchasing centres ?

Secondly, I have raised the question as
to how the Government’s policy: is anti-
peasant, Take for example, sugarcane. They
have not been able even to fix the price.
(Interruptions). Atal Bihariji, you should
also know that they have fixed the price for
the last year. But the arrears have not yet
been paid to the sugar-cane growers. What
is the good of fixing another amount if you
cannot pay the legitimate arrears ? It is not a
commissioned rate of money ; the peasants
have shed their blood, they have produced
on the basis of their toil and moil, and your
Government company has purchased it and
you don’t pay the arrears. Again the support
price for the jute and the support price for
the cotton are determined in a way that the
entire question of cost of production is not
taken into account.

This is their policy. Their policy is to
fleece the growers. By fleecing the growers,
they want to fatten the monopolists who use
the agricultural produce as their input for
manufacture. Their policy, is the deprive the
vast masses of our country of the right to
have foodgrains at cheaper - and reasonable
rate.

This is the threepronged attack of the
Government, to fleece the growers, to fatten
the monopplists and to deny the people of
the right to have foodgrains at cheaper and
reasonable rate. Therefore, I want to
know  whether the Government, having
regard to these failures of their
policy, having regard to the fundamental
lacunae of their policy, will revise the policy |
on the basis of r1ake-over of wholesale trade i

i

in foodgrains and provide adepuate subsidy
so that the foodgrains supplied through the |
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public distibution system can be made
avaiable at cheaper and reasonable rate.
He may ask: Wherefrom to get funds ? In
the Budget for the year 1983-84 Rs 800 crores
have been budgeted for food subsidy. Is it
not a fact that the Government spent Rs,
1700 crores for the Asiad games 7 If they
can spend Rs 1700 crores for the Asiad
games, is it impossible for the Government
to raise the food subsidy by another Rs 500
crores ?

The three-pronged policy of the Govern-
ment should be to protect the interests of
the growers to supply the foodgrains at
cheaper and reasouable prices to the consu-
mers and, in order to achieve that, the
Government must have physical control over
the stocks and for that, is necessary to take
over the whole trade in foodgrains. Is the
Government prepared to change their policy
on the basis of this pro-people policy ?

SHRI BHAGWAT JHA AZAD : Mr.
Deputy-Speaker, Sir, I appreciate the hon.
Member's move to re-state the policy of his
party on this Calling Attention which says:

“‘to call the attention of Minister of
Food and Civil Supplies to the
reported distress sale by farmeres
of coarse grains like Jowar, Bajra
and Maize due to fall in the
prices prevailing in the market
whieh are much below the price
fixed by the Government and the
action taken by Government in the
matter,”

Am I showing disrespect to the House
if 1 do not reply to what all the hon, Mem-
ber has spoken ? I have been in this House
since the House has been constituted in the
country-Except missing one term, I have
been here all the time. I fully respect and
know the Rules of Procedure of the House.
Therefore, Shri Chitta Basu should not hit
below the belt by saying, if I do not reply
to him as to what the West Bengal Govern-
ments allotment is what the Kerala's allot-
ment, is then I will be showing disrespect to
the House. (Interruptions) Either you speak
or I speak. Either you hear me or I hear
you. If I am not saying about cotton price,
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about jute price and about sugar price, am 1
showing disres pect to the House ?

The hon, Member has got a right to
roam around the whole economic policy,
the price policy, the food policy and so on.
I have not got that liberty. Therefore, kindly
never say that I am showing disrespect to
the House if I cannot speak about cotton
or jute or sugar, if I am not speaking about
the entire price structure in the country, if I
am not saying about the take-over of whole-
sale trade in foodgrains which has been
discussed many times in the House. How am
I to reply to all these questions ? If I do not
reply to all that on a Calling Attention which
is about the distress also of Jowar, Bajra
and Maize I am told that I show disrespect
to the House. Please do not hit below the
belt, This is not a parliamentary method :
this is an unparliamentary mothod.

SHRI CHITTA BASU : What is
unparliamontary ? Don’t you know your
Government's policy ? He is not only the
Food Minister but he represents the Govern-
ment. Is it not Parliamentary ?

He is in the present Government. He
happens to be a Member of the Government
and he is supposed to know the Government
policy and to explain the Government
policies to this House,

13.00 hrs.

SHRI BHAGWAT JHA AZAD : The
Hon. Member should know that a Call
Attention is meant for Government’s policy
on food mannagement or anything. If this is
what the Hon. Member's knowledge is, what
can | do about it ?

SHRI CHITTA BASU : Listem to me.

MR. DEPUTY-SPAAKER : You

please reply to the relevant points that he
has raised with regard te Call Attention,

SHRI BHAGWAT JHA AZAD : I
will reply to that only, T will reply about
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that part of the quesstion which is about
Call Attention.

SHRI CHITTA BASU:I am on a
point of order. Is not a Member entitled to
raise certain  questions which appear in
the siatement ? Please say whether a Mem-
ber is entitled to seek clarification on an
issue or not,

SHRI BHAGWAT JHA AZAD : I am
also on a point of order.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : You have
raised these things, and he has said that it
does not pertain to Call Attention. There is
no dispute about that. Please do not get
diverted, You plaese reply to that matter.

SHRI CHITTA BASU : What is that ?
I want your ruling, He canot hit me below
the belt.

SHRI BHAGWAT JHA AZAD : You
have done that,

SHRI CHITTA BASU : You have done
that. You have mentioned in this statement
that the Government proposes to purchase
the foodgrains jowar in order to distribute
through public distribution system. He has
brought in the question of public distribution
system,

(Interruptions)

SHRI CHITTA BASU : 1 am per-
fectly within my right to raise all these ques-
tions. It is for him either to answer or not
to answer but he cannot hit me below the
belt.

MR, DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Pleases
sit down. The rules are very severe, You
should only put a question. When a  discus-
sion takes place, all these things arise.

SHRI CHITTA BASU : Iam very
much within the limits. I never crose my
limits.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : You are
very knowledgeable and senior Member of
the House, I need not tell you the rules,
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SHRI CHITTA BASU : You should
know you need not tell that, I know the
rules, I have not gone beyond the purview of
the rules.

(/nterruptions)

SHRI CHITTA BASU : You may say
“‘I do not answer". But he cannot say that
“I cannot answer”™ It is our right to defend
our rights. He connot say that I have con-
ducted in an unparliamentary way.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Everybody
has got freedom of speech here. You can
speak. There is no harm:

SHRI CHITTA BASU : He connot
say that I have conducted in an unparlia-
mentary way. That he must withdraw. He
cannot say that I have made any unparlia-
mentary remark.

(Interruptions)

SHRI BHAGWAT JHA AZAD : I had
said that I if 1 do not speak about cotton,
sugar and jute, it is not a disrespect to the
the House. I had only said that the Hon.
Member can speak anything I have only said
that my friend Shri Chitta Basu had hit
below the belt.

(Interruptions)

SHRI BHAGWAAT JHA AZAD : It is
unparliamentary, 1 will show how, Let me
speak now.

SHRI CHITTA BASU : Have I not the
right to ask ?

SHRI BHAGWAT JHA AZAD : I know
my words, To tell a Minister that if he does
not reply on a call attention about the coarse
grains, about cotton, sugar and other things,
he shows disrespect to the House, is a very
serious charge and I regard it as unparlia-

mentary. What is wrong about it ?

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER ¢ Now you
are getting diverted, The subject is lost.
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SHRI CHITTA BASU: Heis within
his right to answer my question on jute. Am
I not entitled to know what is the price of
bajra in the public distribution system ?

SHRI RAM JETHMALANI (Bombay
North-West) : Concentrate on something
above the belt.

SHRI BHAGWAT JHA AZAD : 1 agree
to that suggestion,

The Hon, Member, so far as this call
attention is concered, has talked about the
cost of production of bajra and price, There-
fore, what I am going to say is when  Agri-
culture Price Commission recommends a
support price, it takes into consideration
the cost of production plus remuneration for
the farmer. And we have fixed the price of
coarse graings to the recommedation of the
Agricultural Prices Commission. Therelore,
any support price announced by the Govern-
ment for any foodgrains consists of cost of
production plus remuneration for the farmer
In this case, the support price of Rs. 124
for coarse grains also includes that.

The hon. Member has asked about
sufficient funds. In such a purchase, in such
procurement operations, the Reserve Bank
provides the credit at a concessional rate,
and the FCI hgas got full funds to purchase
as much as is n gcessary.

The hon. Member has said, by quoting
90 tonnes and 6 tonnes in Rajasthan what
an operation by the Government; it is only
deceiving the farmers. The fact should be
understood in the proper perspective. Why
did we enter the market for bajra procure-
ment operation? Because it was reported
by the State Governments and we knew that
the price was beluw the support price, that
is, Rs. 124, The moment Government
ntered into the market, what is the position
©hat 1 have already quoted in my reply to
tthe first question; I have quoted that the
price in Rajasthan today, that means as on
15-11-1983, is Rs. 135 Rs. 130 and Rs. 134,
Therefore, when the price is above the
support price—our centres are already opened
in Rajasthan; I have said that already, FCI
13, RAJFED 11, State warchousing Corpo-
ration 12 and a few more will be opened-
there is no need for any purchase.
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Another question was about specifica-
tions. It was to be understood in the pro-
per perspective. What all purchases are
made are not stocked, are not dumped ,any-
where, but they are sent to the consumers,
The rice I purchase in Punjab and Haryana
is sent to Kerala, West Bengal and different
parts of the country. That means, the FCI
has to purchase fair average quality and that
is determined not only by us but also by
the Health under the Prevention of Food
Adulteration Act and other things. In
Haryana today the fair average quality, after
FCI's entering into the market, is not availa-
ble to us; the farmers are selling their fair
average quality above the support price and
itis taken by others. Therefore, when we
say 90 tonnes and 6 tonnes, it is not that we
have only opened centres not purchased,
We have the centres, staff and money ready.
Our interest is that the farmers should get
a price above support price, and they are
getting that. Wherever they are not getting
that, even for States like Maharashtra, we
have given instructions to the FCIto be
ready if the price goes down in these States.
I have already cleared this.

I am sorry if the hon. Member feels
offended by my remarks. I thought. as he was
telling me, he would also take my remark in
that attitude, But 1 have now understood
that the tolerance of the hon. Member for
my remark is not there; I would not speak
henceforth. When he came to me and
talked, I thought we were very good friends
from the old days, but now I feel that since
I have become a Minister, I am losing my
friends. It is allright. But I only say this;
how can I reply on this. Let Mr, Vajpayee,
an old Parliamentarian, say this. How can
I reply about cotton, about jute and about
sugar?

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE
About sugar, you can. How can you consume
bajra without sugar?

SHRI BHAGWAT JHA AZAD : 1
would like to wind up by saying that, so far
as other coarse grains like maize are con-
cerned, in all important markets in the
country, their price is above the support
price. Only in the case of bajra, we were
reported, and we have made all preparation;
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we have sufficient funds and we have opened
centres, and our only purposc isnot to
allow the price to go bclow Rs. 124; that, we
are looking after.

SHRI CHITTA BASU : [ can assure
him that I do not what to lose his friend-
ship,

THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMEN-
TARY AFFAIRS, SPORTS AND WORKS
AND HOUSING (SHRIBUTA SINGH) :
Sir, I have a submission to make. Since it
is taking long, since the Call-Attcntion is
running in the Tunch-hour, I request the hon.
House to dispense with the lunch break, so
tf «t we can complete this.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Dr. Yasant
Kumar Pandit,

SHRI A.K, BALAN (Ottapalaw) : Sir,
what is your reaction to the Minister’s
request ?

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : We agree
The lunch hour is depensed with.

SHRI A.K. Balan : We do not have
lunch to-day only, but the people of Kerala
do not have lunch daily. The public distri-
bution system in Kerala has crumbled
down.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : You have

made sufficient representation. Why can't
you meet the Minister ?
SHRI A. K. BALAN Supply of

essential commodities through fair price
shops has crumbled down in Kerala. This
is one of the 20 points programme.

MR, DUPUTY-SPEAKER : I am also
interested in your getting rice. I also recom-
mend your case. Please meet the Minister.

- The calling attention is on that. Dr. Vasant
Kumar Pandit is on his legs. Am I to teach
you the rules?,.., Mr, Nadar, you aie a
leader of the Party. Please sit down.

SHRI A. NEELALOHITHADASAN
NADAR (Trivandrum) : That is why I am
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asking. 1 feel my responsibility to the
people. People of Kerala are starving. I

am raising this question.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Please sit
down. Dr. Vasant Kumar Pandit. Heis
going to ask all your questions.

DR, YASANT KUMAR PANDIT
(Rajgarh): I stand to support the views
expressed by my two colleagues earlier.
Those points I will not repeat.

The statement laid by the Minister
over-simplifies the whole position and tries
to play down the fact that in some States
coarse grains were sold under distress. Year
after year we find this phenomenon. When
the harvest is good, the farmer suffers and
the smaller farmer suffers the most. While
replying to my colleague, Mr. Chitta Basu,
the hon. Minister said that the moment they
entered the market the price shot up to
Rs. 134, 130 and 135......

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Now they
are taking a delegation to you,

SHRI BHAGWAT JHA AZAD : What
should 1 do, Sir ? Should I meet them or
should I hear and reply to the hon. Member?

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : After this
is over, you can talk to him, He has to reply.

DR. VASANT ' KUMAR PANDIT ¢
The moment the FCI enteted the market,
the prices went up to Rs. 134 Rs. 130 and
Rs. 135. My question to the hon. Minister
would, therefore, be : why did the situation
go out of your hand earlier? Why is the small
farmer year after year forced to go in for
distress sale and suffer ? Let us go to the
basic question behind this. Those who have
been elected from the rural sector have suffii-
cient experience. A sort of cartol, a Sort
of vicious circle is operating at the purchasing
level. One of the most important points on
which the poor farmer's produce is rejected
is the bogey of the quality,

In a situatiun like this, when a crisis
arises and, when there is a good harvest, I
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would like the Government to be Ienient so
far as the quality, part of it is cancerned the
point here is that the purchasing Centre is
far away from the producing fields, A
farmer has to come from 10 to 15 K.M. in
his bullock, cart and to unload the grains in
the mandi and wait for days for the weigh-
ment  and.sometimes, for his payment.
Although the hon. Minister has assured us
that the F.C,I. has got a large amount of
funds at their disposal, the channelising of
the funds to lower level is very much found
wanting, Even the State Agencies which are
operating as the procurement agents do not
pay the farmers in time and they make them
to come again and again. In this kind of a
peculiar situation, the poor farmer is forced
to scll their produce. The big traders are
hand in glove with the F.C.I, staff and force
the poor farmers 1o sell their produce at a
much lower rate than even the support price.
There were numerous complaints about this,
I would like the hon. Minister to apply his
mind and find out the black sheeps of the
F,C.I, which are operating at the collecting
centres in  collaboration with the
traders.

The Warchousing Corporation has taken
up an ambitious programme but that has
failed to give results. 1 would take this
opportunity of requesting the Government
that from now on and, in future, they should
have a network of the silos constructed and
also godowns sothat whatever grains are
collected in may be kept in the silos, The
small farmers are week holding power and
the big farmers take advantage of them and,
even the collecting againts take advantage of
them, There should be networks of godowns
and silos that have be constructed in the
rural centres. When a siwation like this
arises in futare, the grains can be stored
there. There are now several mandis. My
experience 18 that they ask the small farmers
to wait for long and they have no holding
power per the money power to stay in the
Mandi for days together, [ would expect the
Minister to tell me whether the godown
facilities or the holding facilities of the F.C.I.
at various rural centres are sufficient enough
not to warrant a situation like this. Mention
has been mide about Ha yana, Rajasthan
and other places, May [ also draw the atten-
tion of the hon. Minister that the situation

NOVEMBER 17, 1983

Sfarmers due to fall in 324
prices (CA)

is not far better even in Madhya Pradesh ?
I do not know whether he has the reports
from other adjoining States. Of course, in
Madhya Pradesh, particularly, in those areas
where there have been good harvests of
jowar and bajra, why such an endemic situa-
tion should arise with regard to the distress
sale ? I would, suggest to the Government
that the Civil Supplies Department should
work in close coordination with the Agricul-
ture Department particularly when there is
now a lacuna in our food policy—in the
agricultural  policy — on the cropping
pattern.

There is nothing like crop patterning in
the whole country. The farmers would be
easily convinced to change the crop pattern
so that a situation of this kind of glut and
distress sale would not arise.

Sir, the statement over-simplified the
whole situation and the Minister further
simplified it by saying that the moment they
entered the market the prices shot up. But
there is no fool-proof method. Why the
Government could not enter the market
earlier. Why did they allow the situation to
result in distress sales? Therefore, I would
request the hon Minister to make a reply
to my submissions about founding of the
centres, the number of collecting centres,
some fool-proof method whereby corruption
al that end is ended and also the godown
facilities to be built up in future to save
such a situation to happen.

SHRI BHAGWAT JHA AZAD : Sir,
I am sorry if [ carried that impression to
the hon, Member that I have simplified the
entire situation. It is not so. Government
is anxious to pay the farmer the remunera-
tive price-cost of production plus some
remuneration and it is with this view that
Ministry of Agriculture from time to time
announces the support prices. When we
announce the support prices it is expected
that the farmers will not have to sell below
that price. The moment it happens we
immediately come into the piciure. We have
not allowed the situation slip out of the
hands, When we announce the support
prices of a lerge number of commodities we
keep a watch and monitor the prices and
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the moment we find that in some grain the
price is going below the support price the
support price we come in the market, We
have fixed the support prices of coarse grains,
namely, Bajra, Jowar and Maize. The
moment it came to our notice that in the
case of Bajra in some mandis of some States
the price is going below the support price we
entered the market. Therefore, I would like
to say that we have not at all the intention
that we should over-simplify. Rather our
intention is to help the farmer.

The hon. Member has made a point
about quality that in some cases Government
should not be very about the quality, Sir,
it is true sometimes on account of unseasonal
rains the kernel of the grain is not destroyed
but itis dis-coloured. In such cases we
have relaxed the specification in Haryana,
Punjab and other growing centres but | have
also to take into account the interest of the
consumer to whom it should be acceptable.
Therefore, the hon Member’s suggestion
is right that when unusual thing happens and
we have done it in the past but it cannot be
a general rule for all times. In that case
for those for whom you are procuring you
are depriving them of the good quality or at
least fair average quality.

Then, the hon. Member has raised a
question about weighment and payment, It
is true that when the farmers bring their
grains to the mandis, they must give them
in proper weight and there was some diffi-
culty in that. When I took up the charge,
I noticed the difficulty in the market of
Punjab and I have set the thing right. I took
up the matter and as. ed the FCI about it
1 have put a task-force there, I have said,
before we have the procurement season, let
us be ready with all these things. And we are
doing it. If some difficulty comes up and
if it is brought to our notice, we immediately
take corrective action. And I would like to
say that it is a must that weight must be
correct. The payment also must be full
We always take that into consideration,
Whenever we have any complaint, we look
into it immediately,. The hon. Member also
raised the point that when you make pro-
curement and then suddenly if an occasion
arises, in that case, you must also be ready
with the godowns for proper storage. As
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you know, the Warehousing Corporation
started ina very small beginning. Now
FCI has got its own godowns ; Central
Warehousing Corporation has got its own
godowns. And also apart from that we
have to take on hire. It is not possible for
us within the short period that the FCI is
operating to have all full-scale arrangements
to do everything. We have to keep the
imported grains as well. We are doing our
best to have the maximum coverage under
godown and silo so that the grain which we
procure will be properly stored for public
distribution,

Then the hon. Member said about
Madhya Pradesh. There, Bajra is not very
much in production. Maize crop is there.
And in Madhya Pradesh, the Maize crop
price at present is around Rs, 150 per quintal.
It is above the support price. So also in
the case of Jowar, in Madhya Pradesh. we
have got Rs, 133 and Rs. 134. Therefore
in Madhya Pradesh, in respect of these two
coarse grains that are there, at present we
have not the occasion to enter the market
because the price that is prevailing there is
above the support price.

Sir, I hope that I have covered all the
points raised by the hon, Member. Apart
from the question which he has raised, he
has also given some right suggestions like
godowns and silos, to which I feel great
pleasure to give my reply and in the end I
will do my best.

St gra wm  (wERrEn) o IIreTE
qgizg, fram 1 qra oy adft F@ §,
afea azfeendr 1 ara az § fr fafaes
wid YT a% o7, fFara &7 grew g
¥ sarar gUE grar 947 af A7 fram
®1 AAIA FFAT 97 :

g ATUTAT &1 FUAN ¥ A w7,
TAT ZATIT A9 F1€ ST A 9T |

ot oo wareg A war @ fF framw
Y 399 &7 A foRg FF 99 39 oY
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FREFTM sgA @ AT § | & ¥§
ara &1 foas gl Far sgar a1, §fF
arq & faw fear § cafad fos w7 @
“§ 1 & ag wgaAr wigar g-A 0w fawew
|1 G714 AT U1 FT Afod--qq €37
1970 #HfTT wT wifay st AfaF 1970
# iig & az¥ * fraar @z s@ar a1 A%
sw feaar =g srar g 1 341 fgarw &
TE & arw agn fey ) feem w1 g1
q2ETT & 1w g4t fgaw § agr ffad
g F1E wTwA a1 Q@IS FY qr@ A
g § | frEra &1 ol aF ATANE &N
famga adY far 7@ §, a9 #71 a9 Aifa
& aq &, ¥fFT a9 @ ¥ g AE FT
aF3, wifF 7g gad fafaedt &1 &=

21 fT oft o @ & AT F §@ TA
2 g% ar J=Sr F1T ¢ |

¥19 7 F71 fF 7@ FEHECHr qan
ant fr ae A1 Frag fae @ § At
gHA eI f AT 9 FTH TR
FTATH-ATTHI TFAFTAT FT qaT FAT AT
feg @18 7 qar |7 47 GF gar S
wa #rawita Fzd fagrdr arwadr S
T UNEATA F AT q©T TAT A A
fag wraraa & foes adw w3 @x
fag oY & Fradla #11 gaT E A
UFEqIA F 1% fAfqeer & 97 97
ggiv fae® #gT F1ar0 31 F E-
gEATE W A | F1 AW gIATH HT T
Hga ¥ a@Hd § A% 997 | AT IF
¥ qg o za &1 wrf gfamr arf or )
fapay sfzut g 9§ § 7 AD SrAwrd
‘gzt fegmwdtial 9 @dE 1 3
wfeai g&t § | 31 TifE 1 & gEarw
g€ @ 31 ardE a9 WdE & AN

W AT T HFE W qIT F 8 9EH
gfa@r &1 qF1 o, &7 ag aqsy |

rawgr g fe uawgE # 36
wifent @vet § 1 & 7 qror ) gag S A
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fag waras & ara & s i qamr
fe fash 26 wifeat qat & | &7z 36
d7zd w19 & WA §, aY wgi sgt @ §
ag AT FATLY | Troeqra # 27 foadr § o
19 A 36 dfeat @1t § | oF fax # A0
|l Al st AR Agt w1 0F 0w foAr

ggagTi & g S am iy #

&€ 11 | A8 9T 150-150 fFarsizT wr
FIEAT AT §TH  {S! AT 9LAT § | AT
FAAER S0 7 100 feaysdize &1
FIEHT AT FIATIIAT § | HT IFT
e fRamm o et @ WL ®T HaAr
T187q & rgar e O JAAE Arav
feara &, 7z 39 9T A& &1 %A1 Ha
®TT Ag fEuq o «/romn, @ IS
gaar fETrar a1 qg o fws 3@ &1 Fqa)
NEFF ITA & Tw Fo W A
fagar |

UF ®I9F YL UL FATAIET &Y
T |1 &Y ) g 0F qgT q@ @ g,
frad feai ®taga geamgr @ g
¥ 17 g9 faifad dw & ar @
o sfantargiarg 5 4 &
HIT & Irz QFodToATE &1 T AT
sif s wfemagFgar g f& ag a
7Tk 1T cqH qAHE Fv@ Ag
8 | 9% 7 &% W 9T IR A7 A
8 91T 5T 124 w7 & fgaa & qodio
arfo AT W1 Fa1 ¥W fFem #
aafaT &1 a9 gT &4 7

¥ & g g K19 ¥ 9z q1q v %
93 Hizd z7 A9 7 gfenor *  Fdar
A\ 5 @izt @7 TaedF & adaEr ) g7

uwEqra # 36 wieat § 1 €9 a@ ﬂ%

Hizd za ow H& w1 fgear sar
w1 fearm gfgal # afesr Iasr smg
7, o €FAr Y FgA @A 0 AR
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Fgar azg § fF g ge av sed wfear
@ vE § AT owwr i aiwE A
et &Y wraar ag'arar wizy &,
&0 7 &7 s91F afaq qv wfear @ifay
arfF & $1s g7 8 F19 &7 9% 0 HT A
fradt qz v @\ wg fzar f& 36 wfean
et & | T 21§27 9T T A A

g

foe w17 7 F71 8 f Ao |dEar
a® 77 farr 2 A wwi ShrsAn &
ey 41 9%T a2t 927 | 1 7AF A0
Al y@gzATE FIA gzl ! AH 1 A
oY 7Y fag wAaT A w70 fw 100 #7F
11> a7 F geafq =g a5t sr 7417
fas 781 & 1 gT%1 o1 arq 2fET A7 78
Ferfeen &1 &fz ¥ fag fr q&
geam 74T T | *t(smagra)c #
qidifeasw a7 arm 2@ &7 w@ig, & 1
7g w1 ¢ fr fgaat & fea & fag am
gu Fifan ;. za & gaar & ag &zA7
arzgat g f5 sfasms & vroemma & 4 are
& AZ Tg T 9T AT 2 WIT X 4
AT F 420 HFTALFr | I AT ATAN
# g4 & gradT #71gE g miye WAl
Az, naaAz a1 arHirifea HrargEm
F1 &91 37 & fav qv gaarw F1 a7z
qZF 18 2| zAfAT  arwdr AT g7
AR waf wzr %70 & fao feezg @
FIATqEAI § 1 FW [ & HFIT  IAAT
Frar difqo f& v & o1 §vEIr q%
garar A vErdr wfzz senoifea
grmzdia §, 37 & aigAr gaadr faor
famramn g FIAFA@ AL Al
g%t faar st &9t feaarge, aife ¥
qgAz WAL T & AYA X A G4
Fewr<r uufaat ¥ =1 s w9t gzamE,
arfd & F9AT AT X AF o

IHE W19 F A4 UF JA(A AT
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FEAT H1T qg g@Ar A =g fE o s
T aEIoi\y o A&, qfew St A FEv
f& w1 oo 3o MTEA A T A
2 wvr ganT g fF g7 ewtw Afaw g
HIT UF ATIFA 997 arfae a3
LAY ST a7 /&, a1 7 o HET
T T AT A AE, W g9y
9RIFT7, &, IAFY ST AT A AGIE WG
239TT AT 2, IAFT T T FH A7-91918
qa1 gHifanaar frama &1 Z6¢ 39 &1
TIgYH F1 &7 H S0 FT F Alfw
T SEIAT AT qZ (77 FT X | I HT
ATAT FET KT WA FIAT E AT FIE
@iled § 40 §o §I7 aAr g, a1 90T
IT F1 q19-9rn € 2w foe S0, ar 92
IAET Q71 F7 qFAT & A7 q13 T H=B
qq1E Wiz 97 fgas aw, 1 qEmw -F
fawra &+ 37 %1 fFEwgr ar aFar
FH Y FF IAAr AT Farea {5 #Y W
gara faa & zasr g 73§ ar
AgT 7

THE FAAT U (g@FwA A7 A7 @I
¢ 1 gfmmr &1 77 AT Ggat & AW
gfrmon & 3% & s o1 war g fa
agt arwd w9 21 7€ § 1 Azl Fiwa FW
g & may azT Fraw gg 2 fw fefe-
FZq H J7 9971 g1 21 3w 7 AL 99
AT FITI AT FE FEATAT § TF TS, AET
¥ qro&r gaFr wrEwEE wrdr frEmEr
feed| wfgvAs 417 7T T ag @AW
g g fw fadr § argT 7 ror A0 AT
aFdr | TaET F1E e SrfgwAd 7@
2| UF aFT 4T 9T G77 GE UF A7 97
T AT I wIT K7 fAW AF AZFA F
frar & 1 vw fodr & zav fas # oy &
AT AZI 21 FH G FA g A
F1 &1 719 a5 Friae famg fe fEami
&1 1T ITAEFAT AT KT FOTAT 2T
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# ag ot AT W & oameA
gfoamor, qererE, st s_w A wET-
w3w # fpaer dfeat @it § sl & @
yadz s @ Ear A FT @ F 7
(sawiw) |

IIreTer wEvEa, Hy FwwaA AV
A A FE A ¥ arfar HFHoF A
1 FEgArAEar g | fFam & M A
fedet & Y w7 gAral 9T &AW
fifso AT 7g 792y & srody Afa
Lol

sl WITEA Wl Wi wEAE
gzEg A femm 1 919 F7 FT F  FOAT
T[T ST AT FT FIT @ Hr Fr ARG
ara wEr & fF femm &7 a@ ag o
F@A AR fFAm A @ ew W FQ
) % AT 2 F ag a9 7 ® TR
g ANrgaFgadag sw@ W E
FERT & fau fFam &1 o7 9A &
gaa qqre gigw &1 fAor faar ag
fara, w@ 19 & 71§ W1 FIER WIS
g, 39% qga Y g1, I3qF qIE A T |
ar=t fFam #1 A fFra feadr 2, a7
FrAa IF FrAq § wfus faadr ¢ o 37
gga faadr 47

ag AT qgr w0 fF fFam 1 4
ATX AT FIAT H ITRT FEE AR
SITFAT, TITZH A1 KIHT &1 AT HTEAT
wifgy | e faq odrwenT sefaw
FHIAT FIAT 77 FIAT § AT ag  F9q
qT FT A9 T ARCH ATAT H1 ANC A
AT § | TAF AN H @ FT @ TE
wrzfgsrwr frota &ar &1 97 grgfas &
FET H1H TSHAT A ATAT §, TAYLH

NOVEMBER 17, 1983

farmers due 1o fall in 332
prices (CA)

F g off AT @ A IF 9T UAIA
ATY AT EY, Ag WY HraT g1 HIEHIC
JIITIOF:  UHIHedY WIsfaw AT
#1 fawrfooy &1 efrF7 @@ 2 AR
FEl & AAIT FW FET T THET
7 7z @ fra e @, W)
|ATAA, g1, AIG TE &1, G AT, ARG
AT EY, T AT &1 FIAG W7 A
agdt & ¥ F1eE A% NAwA F fgEry
qZH A0 Y E | AE WIEH I AE
FT ITEE |

ama Fgr f& vaEqrA 7 gua 36
wfeat @t &, afFs adar 3w @
fagees | staq stwet a1 W @A™
FEUAT & | 417 ag A FgAr AT & %
T T & yra<i 7 qgt 4@ gEA
Friag M ga faar ) afer &
HIHT FEAT ATEAT § (F gwat UAeqE
¥ geg wAT A7 gfegor & ger WA
F feg &v o ot @Y gi frare &Y, gEA
27-28 sraza &1 faopr faar e qw.a.
A1, THET WAL FIAT | FAE FT
TF TG 4T & gEIY X g AFE AT,
AT &, arwer g, 78 fawa ar f&
ST AIFMT AT usfaar & «fad
AR @03 | 9gr Ao & 9o oA
# AT |ATEAT § T SATT F qvA H
YTTFT ST AT 2, IAET AT agr Sarw
g arae & graew 7 gaq fam e
gAFA SATT AT AS & qvaqeq § o7
#Y oq¥ TTTHE § Fgr ITHT 0B ATTHT
eI ATHITT FIAT AT §-

‘““No decision has been taken by the
Government of India to purchase
Jowar and Maize or other coarse

grains in price support operations .
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as normally these grains are locally
consumed and whenever necessary
State Governments take up
purchase operations, It is open
to the individual States to under-
take such purchases where it
becomes necessary in the interest
of the farmers and distribute the
grains  through the  public
distribution system.”

A1T F7A & fF T s9TF 9T qOL
aifen | FgaT g & AfFw FT A
FIEE A% o0 fHaar sroar o7 ag
I FoqHT F ®T H qoFr fFw oW
9T fremit | zmd araez sttt gw
qravasar gaAg § agt aF q@ )
98 T A1a F1 qqar @ fwgw @ am
F WTg-9Tg AT AT EAfaaT & gra
s=r< fFar & fF e & ow. A7 A4r€.
FIFTT @i & fquw sraar & oA
AT F A1 H w1 5 agt 97 6 2w
FAT @A T | qgt 9T FrAvEFAT #r
zadr 4¢ | gt 9T qrere w7 qfaw 2
zafaT sravasar & a8 98 A gw A
argd 2 faar strg oft srravawar 7 9%

gfamr & ark & sy Fgr &
HAT UL FATFAST FT a1 1 AT 2 )
HAT AHT AL FL4 AT FT FT AT A
Fgd fa srs@r s FEf fasar, IaFr
Farfadt GaT Al g Ffge | -
fauw &7 $a% ualy it & 9 &
A 780 o a%d &1 gt it S
gfeq ot 77 @ 4 fF gww awg 9T gw

KARTIKA 26, 1905 (SAKA)

Sfarmers due to fall in 334
prices (CA)

T & AFT T 99 | 0 3o fearf A
arr wifgy | wa gw dmd & fF IWT
F1 4T T AT B AT AfFT HTW
FT JFAT ATAF I@E AZT AT @
Zw gmwr it @i Ay ¥ e fag
ZHAT wAAT F1 qEAAT 9TAr g fF gEEr
FITTFT I FS 3T AE 8 WiEA qTW
qr fasga StF | darE, TR AR
gfaamr & =& a7g #F a7 & [ §

a1 garT faar 3 & fee &
TEAT @Az Arfww, qA AT gme
AferT | a8 SrTH AN T ATTIF F T57
A FT qFA | T AT IAT WA qH
B AT FTd & | A1 gHrE wroa faar
¢ 7z sswr & | e & gefadw & fag
qg 59T & AT g FIW ST TIFI G
Frargifza ar ser feet @rew & e
FTAFAT E |

A9 QBT & fF qd aw q oam
9z T famr g1 w1 g a@mEF ggw
T ATET T OF AT 910 F oaEy
gaar & fag gamr srgar g f& gaw
9Ed @1 LHTT AT IFA AT ST 0F g
qr AT AT AT oF A g I fEar
I JLHIT A qfeqT AT & A1 I
q@it fF Far ara & ) At @ fefegae
qrESr AT AL AT AGTE 0 AT wHAT
2w oz Al & fAe oF o &

st @I WA AT qaadrE ¥

qfeT )



] Distress sale of
Soodgrains by

SHRI RAM JETHMALANI (Bom-
bay North West) : Mr, Deputy Speaker,
Sir, I do not wish to accuse the hon.
Minister of either hitting below the belt,
or adopting any unparliamentary me-
thods : nor do 1 accuse him of any
particular kind of interference or con-
tempt for Members of the Opposition
who have raised this Calling Attention.
But one cannot escape the feeling that
when Memboars of the Oposition draw the
attention of the Housez and the Minister
to & matter of such great public impor-
tance as the existence of widespread dis-
tress sales, and when five Membears put
their signatures upon a motion for Cal-
ling Attention in which they slowly say
that there arc distress sales going about
in the whole country, on: would have
expected much greater attention and
much greater courtesy from th: hon.
Minister.

SHRI NATHU RAM MIRDHA
(Nagpur) : I also agrec with this,

SHRI RAM JETHMALANI : I re-
ally must say that the statement which
the hon. Minister has furnished to the
House does not reveal what it ought to
reveal. It keeps back information which
ought to be in his possession but which,
for some reasons best known to him, he
is not able to furnish to th: House, o1
is not willing to submit to the House.

What is remarkable is some of the
tongue in check statements which arc
bzing capable of supported by facts,
figures and evidence ; but again facts,
figures and evidence are being sedulously
kept back. The first problem which had
been raised ina very poignant form by
Mr. Chitta Basu is about the suppoil
price which has been fixed at Rs. 124 per
quintal. Now, the Minister is able to
assurc us whether this support price
includes cost of production plus soma-
thing more. But the real point of our
complaint and the grievance of the kisan
is this. The question is not whether
the kisan is getting cost of production
plus somzthing more ; the real question
is the kisan getting a fair share of the
national cake, which is not ? Is it or
is it not true that the overall economic
. resources of the States are an inhibiting
and controlling factor in th: fixation of

— - T pm——
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support price ? Now, if the overall
economic resources of the States are an
inhibiting factor, then is it or is it not a
. very serious criticism which the Minister
must answer ? ls your priority in this
matter right ? I charge that your charge
is totally perverse.  Arce you concerned
more with the maintenance of the hearth
and home of the farmers or are you con-
cerned more with the maintenance of
Five-Star hotels in the various citids of
India 7 Are you concernad more with
the flowing stream or the water resources
of the farmers or are you concerned
more with fountains and swimming pools
in the Capital ? If your economic aid
available to the States was higher and
was made higher by avoiding this cons-
picuous and avoidable expenditure on
other useless items, will you or will you
not be able to improve the fate of the
farmers much better and raise the sup-
ports price of th: commoditics which he
produces ?

In the wholc policy statement 1 find
one instrument which T call an  instru-
ment of deception, but is is certainly a
snag or a loophole—this co-called price
fixation for fair average quality. In
other words, whenever you find that the
poor farmer is compelled to make a dis-
tress sale, you will tell him that he is
making a distress sale because his pro-
duct does not come up to the standard
specification and that is why he is not
able to get fair price and the government
1" not going to pay him a supporting
price and, therefore, government is not
relieve this distress. This kind of a thing
we ought to know ; we want greater in-
formation on this. What is it that you
consider fair average quality 7 When is
it that you consider that the farmer has
not been able to produce the kind of
thing which you want conforming to
proper specification. What is more impor-
tant is this. If a farmer for reasons
beyond his control—not  because he s
incompetent or because he does not
attend to his farm or production or he
does not bestow sufflcient labour—for
natural causes, for God’s acts, for
nature, is not able to produce the pro-
duct of fair average quality, as you

understand it, then, on the contrary, he
is entitled to greater assistance from the
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States, he is a case of much more under-
served want than anybody else, and he
must be supported and assisted in eking
out miscrable existence.

I would have expected the hon.
Minister at least in the statement to
tell us whether the story of the opposi-
tion members for the distress sale is a
true story or he does hot believe that
story or the distress sale is going on or
not. | wanted the statement to become
frank. It lacks in frankness and can-
didness.  That is my charge. I want
that information now. Are you or are
you not satisfied that the distress sale by
farmers are really going on ?  But there
is an implicd confession ; the confession
is that there are distress sales but the
distress sales are only on  bajra, not on
other coarse grains.

Because he does say that the FCI
has decided to go into market and
pay the supporting price for at least
bajra. Thercfore obviously bajra sales
were taking place, which were distress
sales and this confirms the veracity of the
statement of those who have brought in
this Calling Attention motion. Now,
why does not the Minister then tells us
that to the best of his information, there
are no distress cells of any kind so far
as grains other than bajra are concer-
ned 7 On that I would request a clear
cut statement. But, a clear cut state-
ment is the last thing which I see in this
statement of the Minister.

Then, another grave matter of public
importance which I want to ask the
Minister. After all this distinction which
he has made between bajra on the one
hand and the other coarse grains on the
other, is in truth and in substance, a
discrimination not between, foodgrains
but is also a discrimination between,
in substance the cast of those farmers
who are involved in producing bajra
and the cast of those farmers who are pro-
ducing other foodgrains and it also makes
a discrimination on regional lines. Be-
cause these grains are not being all pro-
duced in the same area. They are coming
from different areas. Therefore in subs-
tance you are making a discrimination
against some regions as compared to the
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other regions. Now for making this—
and I do not want to go into what cast
is being supported, which class of far-
mers are being deliberatedly wooed by
the Government and who are being dis-
criminatgd against, | do not want to
create cast distinctions in this country—
what is more wanted from him is, and
he should give somz good reasons why
these distinctions arc being made, And
I find that the statement is absurd on
this point. There are two reasons given
in his statement, on the second page, in
paragraph 5 of his statement, saying that
normally these grains are locally con-
sumed. Locally consumed is none of
your business. The question is, are these
grains in the local market being sold at
much below the support price which you
have fixed? So this is an irrclevant
consideration which you have given. And
the second reason which you have is that
whenever necessary the State Govern-
ments have to take up purchase opera-
tions. That is not a justification at all.
The original policy of discrimination
which you have made between one food-
grain and another, and between the
castes and regions were responsible for
those sales. Therefore, both the reasons
given in paragraph 5 are utterly irrele-
vant and the Minister should tell me now
what criterion is there, how much differ-
ence of rate should be there, how full
justice should be madce of State Govern-
ment going in for purchase operations,
—most of them are controlled by you
go into the market and pay the market
price which more than which is due to
the farmer.

And the last line,—

““The maize and jowar prices
of fair average quality are ruling
hingher than the supprt price fixed by
the Government in the important
mandis of most of this States,’

is most deceptive, and as I called
it, it is the instrument of deception, even
otherwise I would expect the Minister to

.give us some more facts, as to which are

the mandis selected by you, which are
the centres which are selected by you,

where the support price is more than
the ruling price 7 All this shows lack
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of vigilance and at least lack of due care
and caution which I expect from a
Minister.

SHRI BHAGWAT JHA AZAD : 1
say, when the hon. Member said that he
expected more respect and courtesy, that
it is out of courtesy and respect and
under the rules of Parliamentary busi-
ness that we have come out with this
statement.

Hon. Member wanted me to tell
him straighiway whether there were some
distress sales or not. He says, that my
statement is silent.  What he calls,
‘distress sales’ it is a question of termi-
nology. 1 have already said in my
statement very clearly and it is very
abundantly clear in the sccond para-
graph.

“As the price of bajra was reported
to be ruling below support price
in some States, the Government
of India have dccided that
during the current kharif mar-
keting season, price support
operations for bajra would be
undertaken by the Food Cor-
poration of India . . .**

Therefore, I have not hidden any-
thing from you. Furthermore, if you
wanted to know this you tell me, 1 say
that in the bazaars of Haryana and
Rajasthan, I got the information from
the Chief Ministers, that the prices there
were the ruling prices which were lower
than the support price and, and that is
why I said what I said in the statement,

SHRI RAM JETHMALANI : Would

you not call it a distress sale ?

SHRI BHAGWAT JHA AZAD :
That is a question of  termi-
minology. When we fix the support
pricc for certain grains, we do not anti-
cipate anything. Sometimes, when bum-
per production is there, then there is a
tendency of the prices going down. When
the price goes down, we step in.  You
can very well that we came four days,
six days or cight days late. But the fact
remains that we also have to assess the

NOVEMBER 17, 1983

Sfarmer due to fall in 340
prices (CA)

situation. We cannot always keep
cverything ready there because it also
means that whatever operations I do,
whatever cost is there, it ultimately is
compounded on the consumer for whom
you also represent. At this hour you
arc telling me this. But tomorrow possi-
bly when there is difficulty in the
distribution  system,  you will tell
me that. Therefore, we will have to keep
a balance between the consumer’s ulti-
mate interest and the producer’s. There-
fore, that always makes me to fluctuate
and find out the golden means as to
where 1 should operate. That is my
difficulty.

You have said about the economic
cake and its constraints. Well, it is
known that the cconomic
cake in the country is always subject to
certain constraints.  Even a developed
country has got ils own constraints,
because they want more and more.
Compared to that we are loss developed
and we have our own constraints too.
How can we deny that ?  So, the hon.
Member is right.  But the economic cake
and its constraints are taken  into
consideration by the Agricultural
Prices  Commission  which consists
of experts. They take into considera-
tion the inputs, increase in prices,
cost of production and also a fair margin
of profit to the farmer and then the
price is fixed. The Government normally
accepts their recommendations. It s
with this recommendation that we have
accepted this price.

The hon. Member has raised the
question about the fair average quality,but
has argued that this is a weapon which
is used against the farmer. This is not
correct.  This is a weapon or an impor-
tant consideration which 1 have to keep
in mind for the consumer. If all the
produce of the farmer is not consumed,
what will the farmer get and what will
happen tous 7 And the hon. Member
will bring a small packet and tell me,
look Mr. Azad, this is something which
is not average fair quality and you have
given me rotten grain. So I have to
take into consideration that from the
date of purchase upto the date of
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delivery to the consumer in the fair price
shop the grain must be such that it
should have the essential guality of good
consumption. It is no pleasure of mine
that we will reject or we will say no  to
some kind of a grain of the farmer. Not
at all. Then why do we fix the price
and why do we have an claborate
arrangement 7 1 quite agree that there
might bz some anti-social elements in the
market. As Mr. Suraj Bhan has said,
there arc some fellows who purchase the
grain at the price lower than Rs. 124/-
and then sell to FCI. There are anti-
social unscrupulous elements in all socie-
ties. But they are exceptions to the rule
and not a general rule. That is why,
Government has got the Acts and the
field staff to opzrate over them. There-
fore, a fair average quality is determined.
You have asked me to give the details.
It is a long thing. 1 do not want to
wasle the time of the House on this.
I can lay a copy on the Table of the
House. I would like the hon. Member
know about it and give his suggestions.
But please keep in mind that there are
two parties—the producer and the
consumer. One cannot survive without
the other. If what FCI is procured in
one year is not consumed, then the FCI
will go into liquidation. Then what
will happen to the farmer 7 Similarly,
if the farmer docs not produce, if Punjab
and Haryana do not give mz the surplus
that they are giving all the time, then
how will I send the grain to Kerala,
whose Members always press me that [
have given only 1.2 lakh and I must
give them 2.2 lakh tonnes ?

1 spite of that, it is essential that we
should have the fairest quality in which
I have got a big distinction.  For exam-
ple, bajra shalle be the dried mature
grains, shall have uniform size, shape
and colour, shal! bz in sound merchant-
able condition and shall also conform to
food adulteration standards. Then, we
have got grad= 1, grade 2 and grade 3.
Take,for example, Foreign Matter. When
you ask me that bajra contains so much
foreign material, we have the distipction
for that. For example, in grade 1 it
should be 1.5 per cent, in grade 2 it is
2.5 per cent and in grade 3 it is 3 per
cent, That is why the price is slightly
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lower. For grade II, where the foreign
material is 2.5 per cent, 1 have Rs. 1.50
less. For grade 111, where there is 3
per cent foreign material, I have a put
the price less by Rs. 3. Similarly, it has
been described as to for other foodgrains
how much percentage should be there,
for demand and discoloured grains how
much  percentage should be there,
similarly for shrivelled and immature
grains how much percentage should be
there, for slightly damaged grains how
much percentage should be there and for
weevilled grains how much percentage
should be there. These percentages are
fixed by the exports so that the ultimate
analysis where the grain procured is
reached, should be accepted. The hon.
Member has suggested about the natural
calamity. It did happen in Haryana and
Punjab where unscasonal rains came.
We have a strong demand from the State
Governments but  this demand comes
every year whether natural calamity is
there or not.  That pressure I am always
subjected to that I must lower the speci-
fications I am subjected to two pulls and
pressures—one from them and the other
from the consumers. Therefore, some-
times I have to take the unpleasant
decision. In times of difficulty, we did
relax the specification but in that I had
to argue very much with the State Go-
vernments to please accept such grains
that are discoloured but not only damag-
ed. So, I have to please both sides.

14 Hrs.

About the discrimination, I would
like the hon. Member to appreciate that
it is not possible for us. When fix the
support price, the idea behind is not that
every thing that gocs on will be by the
Central Government. There are State
Governments also to operate and there-
fore the position is that when we do this
we always expect the State Governments
also to do this. Take, for example, wheat
and rice. Everywhere all over the country,
right from Kamrup to Kuchh and from
Kanyakumari to Kashmir, we are dealing
with these on a large scale. In every
State we classified the variety and fixed
the price but that is so for bajra, maize,
etc. Icannot impose, through public
distribution system, maize or bajra or
jowar in States it is not produced,
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where it is never consumed. That is we
have to make this distinction. Normally
these coarse grains areshort-lived and
they are consumed in local area as, For
example, bajra can go to Rajasthan but
Rajasthan has got a bumper crop of this.
It shall not accept bajra. Where
shall I send it ? It can go to Gujarat
but they also have good production of
this, Therefore, it is very difficult for
us. You cannot expect us to purchase
and dump them and put the entire loss
in the FCI. Then you will shout on me
that I have put the FCI to loss. There-
fore, with certain kinds of grains, there
is no intention or idea that there should
be any discrimination.
is that we have the compulsion of situa-
tion and the kind of grains, that is why
we do that. In the last part of my
statement I have said not discrimination
but I have said that uptil now all these
grains were being purchased by the
State Governments also, For example,
Maharashtra has purchased jowar almost
every year and has always alerted its
markets that whenever there is less
support price for any of the grains, they
should enter the market. I have also
told FCI to do the same. Therefore,
the entire policy, the enire principle
behind this is to keep a balance between
the consumer and the purchaser and
keeping that in mind, we fix the support
price, we procure it and we distribute it.

14.05 hrs.
TEA (AMENDMENT) BILL

The Minister of Commerce and of
the Department of Supply (SHRI WISH-
WANATH PRATAP SINGH) : Sir, 1
beg to move for leave to introduce a Bill
further to amend the Tea Act, 1953.

MR DEPUTY-SPEAKER : The qu-
estion is :

“That leave be granted to introduce

a Bill further to amend the Tea
Act, 1953."

The motion was adopted.

SHRI VISHWANATH PRATAP

_SINGH : Iintroduce the Bill.
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14.06 hrs.

STATEMENT REGARDING TEA
(AMENDMENT) ORDINANCE

The Minister of Commerce and of
the Department of Supply (SHRI VISH-
WANATH PRATAP SINGH) : I beg to
lay on the Table an explanatory state-
ment (Hindi and Engish versions) giving
reasons for immediate legislation by
the Tea (Amendment) Ordinance, 1983.

14.07 hrs.
MATTERS UNDER RULE 377

(i) NEED TO MERGE PAPER
TECHNOLOGY INSTITUTE, PILOT
PLANT AND CENTRAL PULP AND
PAPER RESEARCH INSTITUTE AND
ITS TAKES OVER BY GOVERNMENT
OF INDIA.

ot sare fag (2fa17) : saea
wgigg, afward Aq4T 7 F qFAr
FIEAIT F1 Fw sraifaat deqra
areew H g KA I AT ®
fag #ra-adfa mifzfsdz 19 oF
dto uHo Hio I AT & faa -
aqia fecetar w1 gy aeqi 2w &
st 0d gEfga o & fao
I UF  GIAEAT JAT FLT
AT HEATAZ | TE @EATA 1977 &
dlo wHo ®lo IAMT BIAT & fow om
sy #1g fecetar gy HEma #6—
FA1ET T@1 & | §E F1T A AT qEATT
& ZF TART GIAUT FF | FF IHC
grar fagas oF  AeqaT 29 F Are
RE &1 WAM FH AT FAT
stefaar dearq, @giTmgT &1 @
USET 959 Ud YT ATAATT FF H
qfzafaa &34 &1 famifar £ 41

1977 & a1z 78 weqra # fawra
qIATG FrEy warfad g€ § T wman
afaxfaq feafa 1 g & fog o7
T HEATA &Y USEA  HEAA a0 &



