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MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Mr. Law-
rence, you can continue next time,

2045 brs,

‘HALF-AN-HOUR DISCUSSION

Saucn‘onihg of Bagmati Master Plan

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER * We now
take up the Half-an-hour discussion. Mr.
Bhogendra Jha,

SHRI BHOGENDRA JHA (Madhu-
bani) : Sir, this discussion arises out of the
rather evasive and incomplete answer even
to a question of mine on 22nd August 1983,
The major part of north India has suffered
due to drought and flood, and above all
power scarcity which can be solved on a
long-term basis, only by taming, training and
harnessing the Himalayan rivers, because
those very rivers do bring in floods and the
soft alluvial soil. They help those rivers to
change their course very often; and that is
why, a large scale damage is done. So, floods
and those very river drain out water to the
sea and drought is caused.

In North Bihar, the per capita consump-
tion of power has now come to 6KW per
head per year while in the whole of India, the
average consumption of power per head per
annum is about 35KW ; it was 24KW 5 years
ago ; it has come down to about 7KW now.
Youcan only imagine in what conditions
people are living there, Last year, there was
drought ; this year, there was drought and
rivers are flowing to the sea, In such a
situation, six important projects, prepared
projects are there. Rapti, Karnali and
Pancheshwar for which some sort of an agree-
ment was arrived at between our country
and Nepal; and Kosi, Bagmat: and Kamala
for which also an agreement was arrived at
earlier about two ot three decades ago. But
due to our shortsightedness, the Kosi high
dam, biggest of them, was not implemented,
because I was informed through a written
letter about 14 years ago that such huge
block of power was not required by us One
dam at Barasheter can generate 33 lakh KW
of hydel power, the cheapesthydel power any-
where available at present. So, that shori-
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sightedness, we have to suffer now. At that
time, Nepal was pressing for the dam itself
because that alone was the remedy for all our

t roubles.

We went for embankments; we went for
barrage; left the dam for some future date,
because we did not require power at that
time, as it was said,

Similarly, with regard to Kamala, the
project was given up and only embankments
and a reservoir at Vijaynagar were built and
we erected a small barrage at Berjinia. All
these things harmed Nepal. Some villages in
which I lived earlier during the British rule,
those villages of Nepal had been washed
away by the Kosi.

Similarly, three years ago, Ghor Bazar,
the District Headquarter of Nepal was over
flooded during night and 30 persons died in
that flood during the night because of our small
barrage at Berjinia. So, due to this, there
has been a change in the power position also.
With the help of the World Bank, they have
got erected one small barrage at Godar which
has completely made our canal system,
Kamala Canal System redundant. On Bag-
mati, last year, on 18th October, 1982, to an
Unstarred Q. No. 2221,

I was told that the Government of India
is having talks with His Majesty’'s Govern-
ment of Nepal with regard to water resources,
for the development of common rivers bet-
ween the two countries, including the river
Bhagmati, until an agreed sharing of waters
of river Bhagmati is arrived at between both
the countries, no master plan can be prepared.
That was the commitment made to this
House.

So, that is the answer I have quoted,
But, now the position is, that a Master Plan
has been okayed, Practically it is no master
plan. Practically, it is no plan. Why has it
been okayed by the Central Government, the
Irrigation Ministry ? The planning Commis-
sion also has been rather compelled to agree
to it,
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And, I have got the answer given on
18-4-1983. The Bhagmati project at an esti-
mated cost of Rs. 185 crores and 70 lakhs
comprising an irrigation component, envisaged
construction of barrages, etc. etc, So this has
been done. And, as I have again been infor-
med, in May 1983 the Planning Commission
has okayed it. This had created a very serious
problem and I will like the Government of
India to understand it. The Government of
India has got two schemes or projects for
that; one is what is called the Master Plan
with a barrage at Ramnagar, embankment
on both sides and canals with the help of the
barrage at both the sides. Another one,
Neminaare project was to cost Rs. 225
crores which was a flood prevention measure
to build an embankment on the river, across
Bhagmati and Bhiga Bhagmati. These
rivers also merge into the same river Bhag-
mati. Rather, they are the tributaries and
they are two separate projects, costing about
Rs. 412 crores. These two projects clash with
each other. I am sorry that many people
here do not understand it; they do not know
the problem. Remember that one single
river Bhagmati crosses the railway line the
N.E.R. line, the M.G. line, at six places.
Thus in its serpentine manner, it crosses the
line at Bergania Sitamari, Muperi, Mahmad-
pur, Hayaghat and Badlaghat the place where
five bogies had sunk the year before last
and hundreds of people had died there. One
single river does like that and on this river.
India is building two big projects, one near
the embankment and the other a flood pre-
vention measure. On that very river, getting
disappointed with us, Nepal, with the help of
World Bank is also constructing a project, a
multi-purpose project at Nunther and a bar-
rage on the Raj Marg, about two kilometres
above the Raj Marg. What will be the result
of this 7 When there is dearth of water, and
it has been the case this year and again last
year, and also for two years, there is severe
drought, Then, the multi-purpose dam will
consume the entire water and your proposed
canal system based on the barrage, not on
the dams, will not get a drop of water; the
same fate which has been meted out to the
Kamala Canal system is awaiting this and
when there is rain coupled with floods when
you do not require water, surplus water will
be released by the dam in Nepal and there
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will be flood, So, your flood prevention
measures will collapse, Both these things will
become redundant. Neither will you get
water during drought nor will you avoid
getting flood water when you do not require
it, And this is being done and the assur-
ance was correctly given that until the agree-
ment with Nepal was arrived at this project
will not be taken up.

Now they have decided this. The USA
and other forces are very eager to disturb the
relations between the two neighbours, Nepal
is not only a friendly neighbour, but we are
just like two brothers geographically, terri-
torially, culturally, ethnically and linguistically.
People on both sides have got blood relations,
Due to ignorance and greed of the contractors
shared by some engineers and some politi-
cians because they must get something out
of the earth work, only embankment is sanc-
tioned. But this does not solve our problem.
Even the rivers also do not take cognisance
of these embankments. They change the
course, Now, the Kosi river is pushing east-
wards and eastern embankment is in danger.
The same thing had happened to Bagmati
when the embankment was constructed, For
30 miles the river changed its course and the
entire money and land were wasted. In such
a situation, multi-purpose dam at the foothill
is the only solution for controlling the river
and taking benefit. That can be done in co-
operation with both the countries. This will
solve the problem of hydel power for Bihar,
UP, and Bengal for generations to come,
because the dams on river Kosi and its tri-
butaries will generate hydel power upto 7000
MW. I understand that on Pancheswar there
appears to be some dispute. I would like the
Government to contradict it. Nepal perhaps
wants equal sharing. There cannot practically
be equal sharing. Nepal will not require more
than 20 per cent of electricity prodnced. But
as a sovereign country it is demanding that.
We are not agreeable to that. So, no final
agreement on Pancheswar is arrived at,
Because of that the Karnali project is also
being delayed. Rapti project is also being
delayed due to our proposed barrage at Ram-
nagar. Nepal is constructing a multi-purpose
dam which will ruin us. And for Nepal also
the Rajmarg barrage will not be of much
use unless Noonthar dam is constructed.
Similarly, Goddar barrage which was
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constructed by Nepal with the help of World
Bank, has done lot of damage to us. By this
the Kamala canal system has been paralysed
and made redundant, Nepal has also not
gained much. It will gain only when the
multi-purpose dam at Sisapani on river
Kamala is built. This can bc done in coopera-
tion with India alone. So, mutuality of
interest of the two countries and the people
is required, I met some Nepali officials. They
told me that they did not require so much
of electricity. I told them that all the Hima-
layan peaks can be connected through rope-
ways and that will become the most beautiful
and top tourist centre of the world. For us
also the power problem will be solved for
generations to come. In such a situation, I
wish that the Government of India should
take initiative at the political level. In this
very House, last year, late Irrigation Minister,
Shri Kedar Pandey, has assured this House
that the matter would be taken up at the
political level

21.00 hrs.

I do not know why this has not been
taken up, because the officers, with all their
capacity and expertise, cannot decide on
political action. Where something is to be
given to a neighbour in order to establish
better relations, so that the mutual interests
on a wider scale are served, no bargaining
with each other is required particularly with
a country like Nepal, As I have told you, it
is a full brother, nothing less than that,

In such, a situation, as [ have said, the
latest reply that was given on the 22nd August,
out of which this discussion has arisen, says :

““In the talks at the level of Secretaries
held in Nepal at Kathmandu in April
1983, the Nepalese side reported that the
feasibility studies of Noonthar project
on the Bagmati had not yet been comp-
leted. A view in the matter can only be
taken after the feasibility studies are
completed and detailed report made
available by Nepal.”

Parts (¢) and (d) of the question were :

‘““whether .even now it is proposed to
combine Bagmati Adhawara Projects
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into one, co-ordinating them with Nepal
for Dam at Noonthar to ensure irriga-
tion and flood control ; and

if so, the details thereof and If not,
reasons therefore 7'

I tell you that it is already under cons-
truction. Though the ‘easibility report is not
ready, it is already under construction. You
are hurrying up; so also Nepal is hurrying
up. Do you want a riverine war ? Will that
solve the problem ? Our Minister went to
Bangladesh several times, and that is right,
to solve the problem at the political level,
Here the problem is easier if a decision is
taken.

I want this House and the Government
to know that there is problem for the Cal-
cutta port, which requires 39,000 cusecs of
water during the lean months. If only the
dam is constructed, we can supply more than
50,000 cusecs of extra water for Calcutta
port during the lean month and there will be
no problem for the port in such a situation,

Taking into account the power shortage
in the country, the chronic drought and
flood—there is one after the other, if not at
the same time—in such a situation, I would
like to know from the hon. Minister whether
the Government propose to take up this
matter at the political level so that all these
projects are finalized at one go. It is neces-
sary because here you will have to yield,
there they will be accommodating, that way
the mutuality of interests can be resolved. If
singly, separately, this issue is attempted to
be solved, that will not be possible because
the overall picture, overall interests, can be
taken into account only if all these things,
all these big projects, are taken up together.
So, this is niy first question,

Secondly, can the Government assure
this House that unless first agreement with
Nepal is arrived at, the Bagmati Master Plan
will not be taken up ? I am told that it has
been finalized, it has been cleared by the

Planning Commission also, Do you want

to provoke Nepal ? Do you want to pro-
voke the local people on the Indian side ?
A delegation had come last week to Patna to
meet the Engineer-in-Chief of Bihar to find
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out whether these people”™ are prepared to cut
the eastern embankment in order to get
water The Engineer-in-Chief was hesitant
because, if he permits that, and then the next
day or the day after [loods come, or rains
come, what will happen? He was in a
dilemma, So, we require everything at the
same time—flood control, irrigation and
power generation—and we can get them from
the same source.

The Kosi catchment area is Sagargata,
known as Mount Everest in English. Then
there is Kanchenganga, the perenial source of
glaciers. This also falls there. So, whatever
happens elsewhere, you shall get the cheapest
supply of water for irrigation and hydé¢l pur-
poses.,

The same is the case with Nunther, For
the information of the Government, here [
would like to say that the Bhagmati river it-
self is an artificial river. Those who have
gone to Kathmandu might have seen that
Kathmandu was a big lake and some sage
engineer about 3000 years ago Kkept the
southern side of the Himalayas for living, It
looks as if 3 to 4 years ago it was cut and
then the water came down gushing. That
became the Bhagmati river linking Kathmandu
with India and that lake became habitable
with the help of the roofs being made out of
wood, the floor made out of wood and also
other things made out of wood. So, that was
‘Kathmandap’, Kathmandu. That building
is still there entirely made of wood on the
side of the river Bagmati and the temple of
Pashupatinath. That artificial river is heating
up. So, I would like the Government, in
today's condition, to initiate it. I would like
to know whether the Government have got
the understanding that only multipurpose
dams can solve the problem. No earthwork
can soive the problem excepting that it creat-
ed conditions of loot for many engineers,
contractors and some politicians.

Sir, firstly, at the political level talks
can take place, secondly, there should be
multipurpose dams for the river Bhagmati
combining all the Indian projects with the
project of Nepal, so that the problem is
solved and costs are reduced,
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The same thing is with regard to Kosi.
Nepal apprehends that the Varaha Kshetra
dam may submerge the Varaha temple, the
Puranic temple., To my view it is not the
case, 1 think the updated project report that
has been prepared from our side takes due
care of that Varaha temple. I would like to
know whether the Government is in a posi-
tion to ensure that the temple will not be
submerged so that it can be easier for Nepal
to agree to that project also. 1 hope the
Government will make this clear so that the
people there may have some consolation and
some solace. Thank you,

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
DEPARTMENTS OF SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY, ATOMIC ENERGY,
SPACE, ELECTRONICS AND OCEAN
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI SHIVRAJ V.
PATIL) : Sir, with your permission I would
like to reply on behalf of my colleague, Shri
Ram Niwas Mirdha, Minister of Irrigation.
who has to leave because of an important
engagement,

I have heard the hon. Member, Shri
Bhogendra Jha carefully  Many rivers flow
from Nepal to India and coopetation between
the two countries in the area of water
management is necessary. Multipurpose dams
on Bhagmati, Kosi and other rivers would
provide durable solution to the problems of
flood irrigation and power in the interest of
both the countries. The problem of these
three rivers was discussed at the Secretaries’
level meetings held in Kathmandu in April
1983, and these discussions were to be carried
further in the next meeting.

During the visit of the Prime Minister
of Nepal to New Delhi in February 1983, it
was agreed to set up a Joint Commission at
the Ministers’ level between the two countries
It is hoped that this Joint Commission will
be established soon and it would provide a
forum for discussing these matters at a high
political level The hon. Member wants that
the matter should be discussed at the high
political level. Steps have been taken, and I
suppose the hon, Member is satisfied with
what has been done by the Government.

Wo Wiwa FAT Azar (FHEAYR) :
ARETH FI (T T8 & fF HIFX ATTH!
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T & 7 AT FIFTT @Y &Y, 3979 gfse-
FI7 FT AN I §  WIATTHI & gaArd
fasras ag & 5 ¥ @s-@e AIwaME
grg & a§ g 3aer Ifozwror AT F
arewTfas fagrT ax & w@ar g, ¥vedr &
qa F S #7 H (F74T 7 Fifaw g F
g1 FIA afeaTr ¥ g3 AT, FAT
7 FHg A gaAr, AMTAST AT AT
a7 &t afeqt § fawa F A agr gra s
LARAIE R G i I TAR R E IE L R |
g7 ¥ qig 7 Tar AT ar fagr Al
&l A8 A USAT F FHAT B gHEAT FT
HY AT FL FHAT A1 1 Fgl T47 6
Ty gAAY HAT gar gy faaar fagre &7
T AT g | SAT AIAATT FIET T A0
g w: fgarare wiz s1faa ofg av =%
fag< & ST #7 @7a & I A17 FAAT
FEAFF HI BT 3 41T IgHT W wrfwa
FT T qrag grir § Y3z fHaAEeE | 9
@9 fF stag wgar w: feedrare g
sqigq gfgay sgi FAT FT @Iq g q&@l
& AN KT graAa F40 T

Frar afenTAT F ATHS FT GHTHEE
fagrar atar | Advar ag & fF wrar ofar
FT GF TqA AT T AT (AT AT a8 Al
T FISATT T TAT AYT JOAT AT ATHT
ST AT A(ATT AT 98 I AT &l
TAT | IT JIAAT & F(I0r X fagre w7
&gfa QN A K AT D @19 AGN GAT |

FrURdat 5 & ark & ot gfegraar
qr9d fgArm & § S IAFT qrAT qiA
F a9 ® fafae qoar $ 98 T 9EHT
@t A aforsme qrawr gfsr § g,
UF STg IFE30 Er ATAT | HI IA@
STE a8 &7 B3 AT YT gL 1A T+
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¥ TET F| AT @[ G | AT T
ZA a1 g8 TATET A qerfaq g S,
g 7 feafq agt qar g g gw
ared A0 wigar g fF gaara A

araaar 981 g7 atg Iy F7 FroEr F
TR F HIT AT AT THRT FI TG IS

faq srawt feaat o & Fraq AT
qg |

AT AT FfeewIor T@T 74T AT
ar o< fagre #v faaar afzar g et
g FUAAT &, TESF  TARI A FL AT
qEEy AN a9 A4 & @ g A9
41T &L Fq ATT KX T g1 IHE(
AAISIT Tg g1 @I & f& Te& wrorae 9%
FUST TIAT @ FTA & q1q AT F15
FET AEl & W@l 8 | AR T FT
wregd grr fF A7 |3 a3 § wfF 99
g ¥ U g7 9 ol AT TEF AS(F
FT A8 € 9% & | 9 997 IHdEd GLd1
faar srar | IHT THIT ANT ATIHR QTAT AT
g9 FT AFIT g 98 185.7 FUT g AT
225 FUE FI JISAT ATH GIHA 1T AT
g FINAT ATATT AF FT FAGT HI
g A AT 410 FUT AT @ FAT
Sq g Frsarg g8 gHi a4 941 98 98
9] OF FATT FUF dF 9GF AT | ATH
FG A7l &7 |

FIUAAT ASr & qrAT F o7 fasz g 98

ol 2 f 99 &= # az qrg 51 94" 9g=ar
e

qrHT fAFe 13 F 312 37 @91 ¥ Iqw
A FI A& TEI & AT AT AT FA7 fI@r
afF7 Iad I7 qal #1 Iq%F q dfaa FC
fean adtsr aggr<@r & fF ag a1y &=
FUL 1 @& AT wIgIr AL AT @8 |
ger feafa & fAoed & fad @at &1 oY
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(sn. srfera F@IT AgaT)

foor, @rg g drg & Tear AT @ I@R fad
#IT drg FT YT fAFTT | IT dF AT
g & FY TH $H1S qrAFT fHGT TAS9r
F qfRFEOAr TgI FA IS IF ITFT FIE
FATIT TET 2

JIHAT 9T IIET 9ger 09 I [4AT |
39 T & gafRar T gw aq woq
& adgrd 70,75 wig & fazgrfadt &1
a% gagifga gl fear ar g% g | gEl
TreTeT § g fAy S0 S reyT gHred
ARG

3T g9 SIS T @A g I g
& faw #a71 *FIT ATIF FAFAT FATA FT
gigwr fa=are § 7 afz &, #iT @
3T fagre &1 W1 FIAT A1 § ar §
a® ZART AIFAT FT 1T TT  HA 7

|Ug-|us AT K1 GforrH g grar
gfw foa &3 1 @41 qrg, ITFI
gfe®io Faa gl 9% fgq g Iman g,
gy g} &rd &7 faswra A g aidr g
sa¥ fagre gawmr fewsr @1 g, 4@r
GAEEAIGT FIIATT FT F&1 sTTEAT ALY 8,
AT ATIT I[F ABN &) T X
A9giE & gFEg @l ar g0 20,25 fFar
e grr fdT s WA A1EH F QU
F4T a1 200 fHardrex gsdt & | ag F@r
F FIFATT FT SAFTYT | T 9T 91 A
fAeesr & fa7 ;a1 5119 H1E sg19% 9f3-
AT gare w4 oy g a7 fage
F1 fawra g 7

st weraTe FAEY (FUTR) - AIAAIT
fear s At &1 Fga@ T F I
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¥ #gr & fF 185.70 FIT &I FT FIraAT
gf AT &Y qisar A & 95 1983 #
1T FT faar § ST qgaret gf@rsEr
FT fagre gxF1T il A qwor F¥T GT g |
AT oG g f& a3t Arsar s a I9
TfRIITAT FT AALD TG A

§ Faa agraadr @ v qg
fagaor afkaisar & grarg & ag FAAT
qigar fF | afsar €1 gy #I9 F
fag o3 aF a1 #1717 gEe f5r § 6
afz st g& WY g fFar qar g Ot a9 a%
ge &1 &1 fa=gx g, #ifF g afengar
FT GFEIY TG AT ATTH a7 9T T & |

qAAT W G F qaar g F z@
FETY H WIXd GIFTT AT AT GIFI
& 99 ggg-gug o7 fafyss @ ax
I giar @l g | 39 arafaal &1 41
Aqrs fAssr g ?

q93-g3€T AZIET A AAAT FA F1
o faar § % J7ra qrradr & Igra &
FAX A ¥ 9gIT g qiT FAWT @
fagy qiFt & gF= & feat & g a9y
qET AT 1T T ATFTAHAT AEL g AN
3T &7 F & qI9T &Y qIg FI  qT, F4T &9
grasd ¥ GIHIRX FT FIg AR g 7
afg gf ar g #1 a1 wfafar & ?

a1 & § ag SrAA1 A1gar g fF s
1983 ¥ gf9AY ¥ T 9T F13AIE ¥ Y
IO F T FT AT gE A, IF W
AT & g & fog g9 91 2w & i
FAAT FITFIT FT A & GATGAT § |

M1 fraust dle wifes @ SuTsmey
qgIed, aaT9 q81 ™1 g F o) W ®
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st Afgar fgaaa , 9T § q1dT §, ;I
ITF qET & ITNT FW & fag #1%
SIT9F AT q415 JIATT qr oAgr ) &
ar<y afeai 3T w_W T fagrx & ardy
et war ¥ fag srdr § A fHT ag
qrAY §g% & IAT JIAT g | gHIX [ A
farqar ot Qi &, ITFT ITAIT FIT FT
AAT qAT FI ITHT ITANT FIT & T
saer fear star &1 9ad fag 1 At
FISTAT FATS AT GHdT §, Ig Fq17 &1 fAfe=a
T J GIHIT FT q4T9 A1 | Giewa ag
g f& oY qraY srar @, ISt Fearw f&4
JHIT &, I8 3@AT T&Y g | =1 AT T FgT

g fe Qieftfesqr d3a 9T qg da1d g
FIAT GSAT | NAlfeFa Jga aX Al 4

qITA ZA FIA FT FHUTT T I7 G E
s ag qqr =9 sraar fa fegar ardy foar
ST @har g T fEgar qiAr gevAra A
forar 91 @Far &, a9 2@ FIXH Y W AT AT
FArAT gArfaa grr, ag I8 a1 Gl g |

off gt A qer § fF 1983 & ¥%e-
{5 7 Aifer g, 9AF T fafrees
Fr difeq wa g o7 W@r § o _SH F4T
S ST W@ g gArd aw At qd

dmd & wa vAF fafqeey At ganr
fafqeat w1 dfaw My, @Y @ gar1ad &1
g HTA AT FHAT FAA | A(HT  T9 997
zq X ¥ &1 ardr@ 347 79T AE 7 |

Y. wfsre AT Agar : 37 7 FIAT
faar war & fF fEqar qrET Iaesy grar 7

Y fraow &Y. qifew . 9 aF A0
awr fadr 3 qra-Aa F 7 4 HIAT q

T 6 I feqar oAt § AT g
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feaar qrdt §, 97 9% 98 FgAT ghewa g
f faaar art fem

21.24 hrs.

FORMATION OF A COMMITTEE OF
MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT TO
BRING ABOUT RECONCILI-
ATION BETWEEN NIRAN-
KARIS AND AKALIS

TR WA : FTAEd  Aege, dA
3 feq fatwrfay & ardier sr Yy fe T o
91T 31T T ar fE qrfearde & Fea<y #1
FHY AT A, T FIF-THT FL AT 7TAET
FIATTHT TEH F gT FT F gAAT & faw
gq gfvFa &Y g9 FT 3

& grfagrdz 7 avE F FHI GATI 4
FTATE :-

FAT-AALT AT, TH, TG
FTAIE TSI PO

ST FeERATT T8

=1 Y, U, ST

ST T@afag usar

ST qATer ATATA

) FHTEH gAa1T 72

oy qg. 9. fRaa

sTYqeT HIgE ATAAT

Now, the House stands adjourned sine
die.

21.25 hrs.

The Lok Sabha then adjourned sine die.



