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MR. CHAIRMAN: The question is:

“That this House do resolve that
a Parliamentary Committee con-
sisting of 12 Members of this
House, to be nominated by the
Speaker, be appointed 1o review
ithe rate of dividend which is at
present payable by the Railway
Undertakiug to gencral Revenues
as well as gther ancillary matlers
in connection with the Railway
Finance wis.a-vis the General Fin-
ance and make recommendations
thereon.”

The motion was adopted.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The question is:

“That this House do recommend
o Rajya Sabha to agree to asso-
ciate 6 Members from Rajva Sabha
with the Parliamentary Committee
to review the rate of dividend
Which is at present payable by the
Railway Undertaking to General
Revenues as well ag other ancillary
Matlers i connection with the
Railway Finance vis-a-vis the
General Finance and make recom-
mendations thereon and tg com-
Municate the nameg of the Mem-
bers so appointed to this House.”

The motion was adopted,
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STATUTORY RESOLUTION RE.

MAXIMUM AMOUNT OF LOAN
FOR ASSAM STATE ELECTRICITY
BOARD

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF ENERGY (SHRI
VIKRAM MAHAJAN): Sir, I beg to
move:

“That in pursuance of* sub-section
(3) of section 65 of the Electricity
(Supply) Act, 1948 (54 of 1948),
read with clause (b) of the Pro-
clamation issued on the 12th day
of December, 1979 by the President
under aricile 356 of the Constitu-
tion with respect to the State of
Assam, this House accords appro-
val for fixing under the said sub-
section (3) the sum of one hundred
and thirly crores of rupees as the
maximum amount which the Assam
State Electricity Board may, gt any
time, have on loan under sub-sec-
tion (1) of the said section 65.”

MR. CHARMAN: Motion moved:

“That in pursuance of sub-section
(3) of seclion 65 of the Electricity
(Supply) Act. 1948 (54 of 1948),
read with clause (b) of the Pro-
clamation issued on the 12th day
of December, 1979 by the President
under. article 356 of the Constitu-
tion with respect to the State of
Assam, this House accords appro-
val for fixing under the said sub-
section (3) the sum of one hundred
and thirty crores of rupees as the
maximum amount which the Assam
State Electricity Board may, at any
time, have on loan under sub-
section (1) of the said section 65.”

Shri Ravindra Varma,

SHRI RAVINDRA VARMA (Bom-
bay North): Mr. Chairman, Sir, the
resolution that the hon. Minister has
placed before the House appears to
be a very simple resolution. I have a
Suspicion  that he has taken cover
under the plea that it is a simple
resolution, I would have expected
my hon. friend to place before the
I-{ouse a statement of the financial
situation of the State Electricity
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Board, a report of the functioning of
the State Electricity Board and an
assessment of the way it is being
managed and the reasons for which
he has felt it necessary t; come be-
fore thig House, asking for increas-
ing the ceiling to Rs 130 crores.

Unfortunately, the Assam Assem-
bly is under suspended animation, I
must say here, utilising thig oppor-
tunity, that we all share the hope
that there will be an accord reached
soon on the gquestion of foreigners
that the State and, therefore, the
country hag been confronting for the
last ten months, We do hope that on
both sides there will be g spirit of
conciliation and a genuine quest for
a negotiated settlement and, ag a
result of the efforts that are being
made by both sides, a settlement
would soon materialise. Byt today the
Assam Assembly is under suspended
animation and, therefore, the res-
ponsibility for examining the Reso-
lution which my hon. friend has mov-
ed has devolved on this House.

The original limit contemplated in
the 1948 Act was Rs. 10 crores. As
the hon. Minister’'s Memorandum of
Explanation hag pointegd out, it was
subsequently raised to Rs 95 crores
in 1973; and now we are asked to
sanction raising the ceiling to Rs. 130
crores. As I said earlier, one would
have expected the hon, Minister to
provide this House with the neces-
sary information to formulate an opi-
nion, to make a judgment on the
necessity for raising this ceiling. I
must say, with great regret—it almost
appears to me that it is an index of
the casual attitude with which the
House is being treated—that no such
stalement has been placed before this
House, and the hon. Minister has
chose not to give any explanatory
observations while moving the Reso-
lution, T shall nurse the hope that
when he concludes and gives a reply,
he would be able to advance and
adduce convincing reasons.

Sir, the State Electricity Boards
are commercial undertakings. In fact,
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they have a dual objective and a
dual role, One is that of g commer-
cial undertaking and the other is
that of an essential public utility
service. Therefore, the Managements
of these Boards have to subserve both
these objectives.

Section 69 of the Assam Act makes
it obligatory for the Board to cause
the accounts of the Board, together
with the Audit Report thereon for-
warded to it under sub-section 4, to
be laid annually before the State
Legislature; and since the State
Legislature is not functioning today,
they should have been placed before
this House, The Act also makes it
obligatory for the Board to iransmit
an yearly statement of accounts etc,
to the Central Electricity Authority.

In the absence of thig information,
one would legitimately turn tp the
statements that have been made on
the Floor of the House by the hon.
Ministers concerned. So, when one
turns to these and the answers that
have been given to questions on the
State Electricity Boards and tries to
look for the needle in the hay-stack,
to discover whether there is some
information one can glean from the
statements one comes across a very
strange and infinitely sad situation.
I hope the hon, Minister, who is
busy parleying with the back ben-
ches, will be able to give answers to
the questions which I am raising.

First of all, I want to point out that,
as early as last year, there was a
question raised in this House by
Shri Anantram Jaiswal, asking for
State-wise figures of the losses suffer-
ed by the State Electricity Boards.
In answer to that question, the then
Minister said that, for Assam, figures
for 1975-76 could be given but from
1976-77 onwards, in the column
against Assam, the entry was ‘Not
available’.

Now, I will turn to more recent
times. A question on the loss of
energy due to defective management
techniques was raised in this House
on the 25th March, 1980, Along with
the answer, a statement was attached
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showing the average cost of genera-
tion per kilowatt hour from hydro
and thermal stations for the ﬂngnclgl
years 1973-74 1o 1976-77. Again, in
the column against Assam, after
1974-75 the entry is, generally, ‘Figures
not available’,

1 will turp to an even more recent
date—public memory cannol account
for such shortness. On 29th July,
1980, hardly a week ago, my hon.
friend Mr, Harinath Misra raised a
question (No. 6054) on this subject
in which, inter alia, he asked ‘(b)
financial investment made in each
Board, ag alsp the profit and loss
incurred by each during the last five
years’. In the statement attached to
the answer, the Minister has given
the figures of outstanding loans and
information on whether surpluses
were available to make payments of
interest, depreciation, etc., in respect
of 15 Boards: and then comes a note
that ‘Accountg of 1978-79 for the re-
maining three Electricily Boards,
namely those of Assam, Meghalaya—
which are together—and Jammu and
Kashmir have not been received.
This was a statement made by the
hon. Minister in this House on 29th
July. I would like to point out to you
that thig Statutory Resolution had
been tabled by then; it was avail-
able to us; copies had Tbeen
circulated; still, on 29th July,
the hon. Minister did not have the
figures of accountgs for the State
Electricity Board, Assam, for 1978-79.
One can, therefore, understand his
@ifﬁculty in supplying us with the
information necessary for us to form
a judgment, But I want to ask him
whether he, the hon. Minister, at
least today is in possession of the
facts necessary, the audited state-
ment of accounts, whether he has
applied his mind, whether he has
analysed the accounts, whether he
subscribeg to the demand that has
bgen made; whether, after applying
his mind and analysing the position,
he feels that he can come before this
House and say ‘vote for increasing
the peiling, raising the ceiling’. I am
afraid, from the information that is
available from the debates ang the
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answers to the questions that have
been raised in the House, one must
conclude that the hon, Minister has
come before the House in a sense of
equality in jignorance or innocence.
All of us are ignorant and the hon.
Minister also is perhaps ignorant of
the facts and figures, I must pay a
tribute to my young friend for his
high degree of fealty to the concept
of equalily.

As far as this State is concerned,
it is like many other States in that
the State Electricity Boards are in a
mess in many parts of our country,
time and again the demand has been
made on the Floor of the House that
the State Electricity Boardg must be
taken over by the Cenire; there must
be greater supervision. I am now not
going into the merits and demerits of
the Centre taking over the State
Eleclricity Boards. My good f{friend,
Mr, Daga, is an expert on the sub-
ject, and I am sure he would have
something to say on this question, but
I do not know whether he will be
able ty supplement the jnformation,
the tardy information, with which
the hon. Minister has come forward
with this Resolution before the House.

The condition of Assam ig really
pitable. It is pitable because this
State has resources for the generation
of electricity to an extent which
hardly any other State in India can
lay claims to. 25 per cent of the
eleclricity necessary in this country
can be generated from the hydrc-
electric resources of this State and of
this region—the Brahmaputra Valley
river system. Yet, as far as the Assam
State Electricily Board is concerned,
it deals almost purely with thermal
electricity; the generation is thermal.
161.78 megawatts are the installed
capacity, In 1977, the generation was.
102.27, and in 1979, 120.90. But the
average rate at which power is sup-
plied in Assam to consumers, domes=
tic co ers, agriculturists I men-
tion thﬁ;ﬂig the benefit of my learned
and v able hon. friend, Prof.
Ranga—commercial lighting, small in-
dustry d large scale industry, is
among the highest in India. Look at
the State which has the potential to
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produce 25 per cent of the electricity..
(Interruption). The State which has
the potential to supply 25 per cent
of the hydro-electricity of this coun-
try, where it has been computed that
the cost of generation of hydro-elec-
tricity will be minimal, that State—1I
do not want to quote the figures be-
cause I am afraid your fingers, Mr.
Chairman, are moving towards the
bell .

MR. CHAIRMAN: There is ample
time available.

SHRI RAVINDRA VARMA.: I hope
there is also ample interest in the

House, particularly in the Treasury
Benches. The figures are: for agri-
culture—21, domestic—51, commer-

cial lighting—63, small industry—27,
large industry—34.89 and the fuel
surcharge that is levied in Assam, is
the highest in the whole of the coun-
try. In Maharashtra, your State, Sir,
it is 7, Orissa—1, Gujarat—0.75,
Rajasthan—0.4, etc. The highest is
Assam with 10.00. All this shows that
there is something rotten.

PROF. N. G. RANGA (Guntur): In
the State of Denmark.

SHRI RAVINDRA VARMA: Sir, I
do not want to say ‘in the State of
Denmark’ as the learneq professor
said because I do not want to tread
on anybody’s corng at this gensitive
movement. That ig why I did not use
that common phrase.

So, Sir, there seems to be something
very rotten, too rotten for words,—
and words do not come forth from
the Hon. Minister to describe the state
of affairs—neither words nor facts.
I must also add that Assam ig per-
hapg the poorest State ag far as rural
electrification ig concerned. JHow all
this adds upto a very dismaa-gicture
in a place where the picture be
bright and luminous. Who™s res-
ponsible for it? Is it not thk State
Electricity Board? I would, therefore,
use this occasion to appeal to my
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young friend, the hon. Minister, from
whom I have high hopes, that
the government must make a thorough
examination of plant utilisafion, fuel
management, material management,
transmission losses, etc. in the State,
and both negatively ang Tpositively,
critically examine the functioning of
this Board, ag also the wunit cost of
production, the unit sale price and the
managerial aspectg to which I have
referred, so that government may at
least be in g position to answer when
questions are put to it. I am afraid,
in the light of all this, the answer
“Not Available” is also because they
have much to hide. This state of
affairs must end.

We are willing to vote thig Resolu-
tion, of course; and you may remind
us that even if we do not vote for it,
you will get it passed, as the hon.
Finance Minister said the other day.
Sir, it was totally unexpected from a
person of his eminence and nature.
So, let us not be reminded that you
may get this resolution passed even
if we do not vote for it. We will vote
for the resolution; but we want to
utilise thig opportunity to ask you te
examine the condition of the State
Elecricity Board so that it may im-
prove.

SHRI M. SATYANARAYAN RAO
(Karimnagar); Mr. Chairman, I stand
to support this resSolution moved hy
the hon. Minister for Power.

I do not want to go into the merits
and demerits of this particular resp-
lution which has already been men-
tioneq by wmy hon. friend, Mr.
Ravindra Varma. He has also quoted
certain statistics—how much electri-
city is generated ete. I would like to
take thig opportunity only to stress
on the hon. Minister to see that not
only in Assam but in the entire coun-
try the Electricity Boards function
properly. Now, what ig  happening?
In spite of your allocation of suffi-
cient funds, they are not able to uti-
lise to the full capacity. That is the
complaint not only in Assam but
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everywhere. Particularly in Assam
when we see the situation prevailing
there, really we are very very sorry.
For the past 10-11 months the situa-
tion prevailing there you know. The
conditions prevailing there all of us
know. There is no developmental
activity at al. Everything is comp-
letely stopped there, Everything has
come to a standstill,

Now I must congratulate our hon.
Prime Minister who hag taken the
initiative to settle thig matter. Re-
cently there was an agreement reach-
ed. But, unfortunately, to-day's
Indian Express carries a report that
again there seems to be some mis-
understanding under the heading,
“Assam students,” threat to resume
agitation. Sir, because of this
agitation, Assam has already
suffered so much. No develop-
ment and nothing at all and the
children are not going to schools
and their education has suffered very
much, Of course, this hon. Minister
is not concerned with this and he is
only concerned with thig Resolution.
But, at the same time, it is a matter
of collective responsibility and the
Minister of Parliamentary Affairs is
also there. I would only request these
Ministers to See that again there is
no agitation in Assam.

1500 hrs.

There seems to be some misunder-
standing about the settlement. I do
not know that. Yesterday, I read a
statement made by the Prinicpal Ad-
viser to the Governor, Shri H. C.
Sarin, He said that he wag seeking
some clarification from the agitators
on some points. Whatever they may
be, there must be some goodwill to

settle this matter. Unless there is
goodwill and proper understanding
on the part of Government, it ig not
Possible tp settle thig issue.

_Nobody shoulg stand on the pres-
tige issue. He may seek some clari-
fications but, at the same time, he
Shoulg see the statement made by the
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Home Ministar. The Home Minister
said that an agreement had beer
reacheq and that they are taking
certain steps to release the detenus angd:
withdrawing their Acts such as the’
Assam Disturbed Areas Act and the
Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act.

He has made a certain statement.
In sgpite of that, the press reports:

“Mr. Sarin, however, announced
implementation of the Govern-
ment's commitments on the accord
with revocation of two important
notifications, the Assam Disturbed
Areag Act, 1955 and the Armed
Forces (Special Powers) Act, 1958,
Twenty employeeg had been rein-
stated and the cases of another 140:
were under review”,

Only detenus had not yet been re-
leased. That is very iffiportant. He
made a statement in the press that
they are not going to be released,
that is, those who were involved in
violent activities. Thig is according
to the statement he has made. It
further says that only detenus had
not yet been released and action was
being withheld on withdrawal of
collective fines. Why is thig being
withheld? I know the sufferings
because I also led the Telengana
agitation. I was active in that agita-
tion and I was also a detenu. That is
why I am pleading the case of these
poor people.  Whether the agitation
was right or not, I am saying that
the whole of Assam was involveg in
it; all people were involved. That is
why I say that this is a delicate issue.
In dealing with these people, gne must
have sufficient patience. We musl not
stand on false prestige, thig or that.
You may seek clarifications. It is
also essential that all those detenus
must be released as per the agree-
ment. There should be no pre-con-
dition at all. I am pleading the case
of these people because I also suffered
and I know the feelings of the people
what happened to them at that time.
I do not know why action was being
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withheld on the withdrawal of collec-
tive fines? This should not be there.
I suspect that there i Some mis-
understanding gsomewhere.

]

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Rao, how is
it relevant?

SHRI M. SATYANARAYAN RAO:
Sir, the Electricity Board ig invested
with Rs. 95 crores or so0.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The position will
be this. You are raising certain
points which the hon. Minister will
not be able to answer. “

SHRI M. SATYANARAYAN RAO:

1 want you to convey my feelings
to him. That is all. Nothing more
than that. o

MR. CHAIRMAN: It will only re-
main unanswered.

SHRI M. SATYANARAYAN RAO:
Headlines are there. He may or may
not reply. That ig why before I
began to speak I made it very clear
that hon. Minister is not concerned
with this. But, at the same time,
Parliamentary Affairg Minister iS
here. My request to you is only to
convey my feelings through him to
Government of Assam. After all the
collective respongsibility is there.
Everything is linked up with this.
Unless the agitation is stopped and
unless normalcy is restored, it ig not
possible to develop Assam. Even Rs.
130 crores which you are giving
cannot be spent properly if the agi-
tation is there. That is why I am
taking the opportunity to explain
my point. I would request the Gov-
ernment to Somehow see that the
people come to the negotiating table
immediately for talks on 11th August
by creating good conditions.

Now, Sir, coming to the Electricity
Board, T am told that in Brahma-
putra there is more generation of
‘hydro-power. It can supply not only
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to India but also to the whole of
Asia. I am told like that. Transmis-
sion problem js there. Such a poten-
tiality is there in Assam. So, we must
utilise that. We know that because of
power shortage, we are not able to
complete our schemes at all. Every-
thing depends upon power. If you

"want to establish industries, if you

want to develop agriculture or any-
thing and everything, that all
depends upon power. Nothing is
possible in the country without
power. That is why I am happy to
note that yesterday the Prime Min-
ister appealed to the Chief Ministers
to see that power is generated to the
maximum extent. Unless power 1is
there, nothing can be there. So, when
you want to improve the conditigns
of the Assam people then you must
see to it that electricity is provided
tg them.

Recently, there was the question of
rural electrification, Except in three
States, namely, Punjab, Haryana and
Kerala where cent per cent electri-
fication has been achiewved, unfor-
tunately, in other States the
percentage is only 20, 30 or 40 per
cent. Without power you cannot do
anything. I know the Government
is devoteq to the cause of improving
the condition of weaker sections. Sir,
eighty per cent of our population
lives in villages. So, unlesg there is
‘improvement in the condition of
people living in villages you cannot
say improvement has been achieved.
In that context, it is very essential
that power should be made available
in the rural areas. In the Sixth Plan
if 80 per cent of the villages in th&
country get electrifieq then only you
will be able to fulfill your dreamg of
development of both industry and
agriculture. I woulg once again re-
quest the hon’ble Minister to see to0
it that the electricity needs of the
rural people in Assam—most of them
being tribals having been neglected
over a long time and being domi-
nated by people from other States—
get fulfilled so that we are able to
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pring about improvement in the con-
.ditiong of the rural people in Assam.
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Under the Electricity (Supply) Act
till it was recently amended, the
Boards were required to carry on
their  operations without incurring
losses and towards this end adjust
the tariffs from time to time. The
tariffs so fixed from time to time
generally have an in-built element of
cross-subsidisation of some categories
of consumers by others in order to
subserve what  are regarded as de-
sirable socio-economic policies.

BANE H-frdras 918§ agi—arfas
81 ¢ § i fpata swiwT § F@T &

It is necessary however to realise
that financia; performance can be
Improvegq by Dbetter and efficient
management and revisiong of ‘ariffs
Need only be a last resort . . . For
instance, the utilisation of existing
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generating capacity and of fuel, leaves
much room for improvement in a
number of States. _
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fasett & &' weafraa 3\| A&7
wreor wifux oo § 0 @@ F
gifgs fowsua HI1T T F 27907
gY @rg @i ¥ gg HlEEHA AE
g, faxfuw, &1 faatas & s«
aE g€ 1 s S og@Ar s ed
9 WT &, %Wl 9§ WER.&F qHIGS
Wt F@ @14 arar fx fer g
¥ T gve * @aT fAaw <@ e—
“g@w w fadfuar w7 TGras FR,
FWOIT & 15 gar< afwET WG,
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W a® O A FeT we & WY
g1 a1 OwAf WY fat ¥ |-
FTT WY FTaagy wolr =ifgq A
at wa w1g  fedr awwr &1
Wil T@ FH1T ¥ gwis wl W<
@AY A I§ ®T Wi W wIW qFi
¥ gt ®r agY agw AT o
oW ATRAT Y e qET T FTEo
f& mr7ta" & Aty 7 B
¥ §9 *'w 5@ W1 T 47 (9w
77 fF A 9 wwa 6T 1 g
7 AfeT fox go e a1 @ &)
5% &fsEarct # @ a@ 1 A|
o & | FTIT W Cx qgT &
%81, AYgrEdqu  ATTEX  FATAT
=1feq forg & f& @iy sfemi g3
g1 Y gw fawra T WY FIEER
W g1 @y WX 91 gw/ AT
vig faoelt Hfo¢ @ @©® & =w®
aeY ST N J ITAA A W KE AT
w7 qer wifs T FE@IEIO AT )
= F fag gtmt 1 afey fx

faqd ot o9 & Sa N T T

B T & HYT A B WY TES
wamigr gwt ¢ fow & fa wfoy<
T e wAr ¥ qex wiwar mEr &
B oS ST N T ¥ TET gAr
qrfgw

I & wal fawer &
AATAE S FITO &M@ QI & ST
R CURCUR U LU
I3 g% Fgl At w7 faa® 4
BT g9 aF et ¥ wQEr M
Ty gT A QA | W ®
fay sga wraws & fx g9/ =i
faseft #1  Scarew ag@  AGYA
qHY oF gy q@T A7 W@ & W
oAy & qrAr w1 Hw T
St fear qma @Y @ g faware
Efr aet fewi€ & Wt gfawr &
1808 LS—12
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wreit | T sq & forelt W s
wr § Seww gWY oY fF Wt @
wrefos fasta & fag W< wfor
fagfiewr & fag wafa @i =i
g% % g¥ AL W@ A Iq KT WWT
sty 9|1 wET W W e
STaT W W § qra A1 1 wwfag
AT & ITAT B w7 F wEA-
79 FH B wrawgwar & afw
faqs &1 SeareT &1 @w | WA
) fa¥ls &1 geeT §9 Iw
a‘#;( FW@ & A g W FIAN
F1 SUN, WE &7 SQIT A aga
¥ Bz B swnt F7 fawrE W%
gva & fow T Farsr gy S
f& agi @ T FATw  AALAT
TFIT WM FAAMT QN T&l g
ST BT QST faear w1 9grow 0
JIRT WY =FFAT | q@i A H-
sgareqT AT AT TET g AT

qgi 9 9T AT W1 FEH
1 W7 fawrg 780 w1 & fow ®0
Fwg ¥ aifarqifis wafy & 06
qrgT 9Sdr g 1 X 7 I AT
g o7 @ g @ faT oWy S W'
W 47 su ¥ faggs fwar ar
# 3 37 ¥ wgr qr & Iy QA
w1 agl 9%\ fawrg faar  sa o
¥ew s ey ¥ I I|w

1 fawrg (e g 9w #
AT FT W Q991

fiar aifeq «fs sS¥ & =i
w7 v M gra N o &
g ¥ TIMANGRr WY § W®
qRurr WY I 1 ag faser
agi awt @ wwa oa fe faody &7
IeqIeT wfa® q wfgs «@f 7 §
g% 9@ gt | safag & @@ FERaAT
= ‘I'Ef\ ¥ ATI¥ ST w0
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(s sfcow agrge]

WX 9w o< faga ®t  Iwwd
T AT

AFAT APYA F AT F -
HE HTAY TG w7 v€ Iaw agi
faar St yfaar gn,; faga ST
w1 F14 1T ag¥ g F|IW IAH
& B IATAT I gwar A1 da
o 418 ¥ IA 19 § foras &raw
FEA A= F AT § W A
FY 17 T I sraY F @vE &Y
SR W Wa ¥ wteg)| &
¥gaT § AHF ® 9T w7 A
g1 ¥ WA grAT wifgg W
zq fear ¥ WX &1 TTHFA FG-
F1g T FJUlRY |

Aty fag e F gvaw A
dar f& zrr ot T gy AW H
agT qPAT 4F | wT ¥ i
q fawst 7€% 7€ & 1 qrivor faega-
FTO ®T AZH g% 979 3 F§ AT |9
IAT 94 NI W' @ qIG A 947
gt ¥ fogx =g s wifaw &0
#lagm wa fat us FroATag
g ¥ warg faqr s afs g
q¥ & & fasrg & T[QRAC IT T
FIF foar AT TP | T TF
¥ gw Fat Y qxwfaat B gL FI
ary & g | fagfEo @@
aga &7 wrawwdY g  gfirw afeal
war wifzafedl ¥ @@t § fagd-
FIOM FT FY TAAFIT & WER
qt fear srar wtfgq 1« & wel
¥ Fgur fv 7 @™ feor § faqw
v gfary & 1 Y weara q@i 9%
wTaT §, W IqFT YT FW §
BW wWrgy ¥ TE wmT Wi agrd
ST ATE T 3A ¥ fawrg w4
QT T ghm o owmt™ St agh
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A

Brard (5¢. Regy 3%
wY feufy ~%ﬁ g wEa §
fe aoit fasre st
Wrgr g | U 95 FOE I
130 0¥ & fafwe a5 ww =g
G ¥, & guwar gAY WYX s
agrt wifgy 1 faw FW)
WY g7 XA T F(G & fx
130 ¥AT & fafwe Y sw |
dfrwgfs s s | & =afwg
g q@&r faie X Y& §
faeg < TB AT agﬂl'{‘a 2
IgFT F guAT FIGT § |

7 wedt ¥ wtg Awmry &
WI9FT AR AT g f& W
F ang fagr

i Frear--sre—sare: | WA
Agea, & @Y g WrAAR wEr S
& ST TR\ T " & wEy
% gt waT & T e <o farwrey A1
qT 46~3m8H TF FFTAT WA WA
85. 93 FUT &IC 47 WYL Tg& WATAT
AT,~1982 TF #T wafyg § HI4T 99-

taT & &geaaq & faq 108
FUT TIC FV HTERAFAT FT HLAA &
ST 1982 TF 108 FUT FT ATHT
2 fepz 130 FAT & AT FAT favg TFL
@r#a‘r/ﬁ%afﬂamr,mﬁé‘rwﬁ ,
N g w4 1 & qEwar g faw @
FY FTATgHAT & IJTATE FaT AT =il |
FAG-GRY QTS Faa N AT AF I
ﬁm%mfmﬁmﬁﬁmﬁm
LY & Ja € & weew A @l
faerdt wrd & vafrg xw @wrw A F
friry w9 & wAY o ¥ SEETL AR !
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zadl ara og ¥ v s §, ﬂmﬁrw

qrAATafaaest X oY aavar §, aaiaieet
#Y 9 @yd g cafefad @
09T UF HrE FT AL FH &
Fad wET g1 AGY, GHT AT H B
froraTs i # feafa Haw 2 & fow
qeg F1OT g § fr g ¥3-3F 9T
grfr T Avet ¥ ot fag W § AT TR
1€ farqgardy 7@ vy 8 1 uF fFmTe
e fasr fear witaT &, os wigAforae
e fast fear AT sﬁ"(gra g TFTT
¥ yra< fast faw srq € foasr ags &
#1¢ qrafes fardard 7Y, fodt 9T a9
F1% faear(r feag gy ¢ q7q f&
T ¥ GgEN &1 &9 @09 g1 @I E,
fFg gar & @dezrdr g @ 8, feraat
AT F—FTE SART T@-T@ &I 21
21 gt o a1 Tgrfug, fen e §-—
AZ 918 AT 1L 2, E@ ars gt
IT =T FHTL & 1S g1, T8t 9% Fﬁ‘f’(/ﬂﬁ
7Y forerardt & gz 19t fa=r 2 )
ATT FE TT FIE 0F AT T AG A6
FAIfAATEY, 99 97 28 TFTT 7T fomgardy
ferg 1 51 i ww w9 s a7
gAY Arfgg MY fasr«T geand grafarfze
aqr Ia i faRdl aOg *71 9127 a1 FETFaATHY
T8r graT arfgu a1 w9 o&T FC gFA &
afsa fedr A # 9 aen 43 9F &
3TF FAT AT ZH AFTTFT H1E J19 FET
T qed| § 1 gafwg & gt wga A
fagza s&ar fe g197 g+ S8 A T
ey w7 fau ¥ Iwq € § sEN
#1¢ 2@ar i 6 qdoq § FrmaeT g,
?‘3? Tifegid® & Wl‘(@’ ERR FGIAF
7 Ag w7 Y &, feaar @A w1
ISHFTL A AT @ & a1 fw wuAwar &
A G AT T 9gT mEarT § v
BIm o fed & feay oft oy & Cicas

X Mag Y oy § 1 29 IFTC HY WF
TE AT A1 | FAE €IC FT JIRTT
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NT F gra aie faar amar &, o
HATIVAF ErAT § WIT I IIT @AT & |
farelt &1 FordeTdr 8| & e 97 ara(
#) soaeqT A% FHT Y FT T | THY
g ¥ § HrAAA w7 ST HY qg AT
a7 fiF g AT sgEEdTHl F1 3F TFL
¥ ¥ ¥ fou wE 7 ®1€ QET sgaedT
feag #rfom, faaa faady ot g5-9%
drad a1 & 959 &, SR FE T FHE
faeardy gy arfgw 1 afe g dadae
draT g, @t Iaa Eaima  fawmErdy
gAY =rfey, afz # wreAforas 49T,
& Y SEFr wreag & fEERarr gy
F1fen wYT @R F g6y § 17§
qrAT drET &, a7 IAH AL AT
farsiraTr g TR | ST T THITHT
SAFEqT I F4A, I HT FIL [FEAT
SrE gNY | mTw gAfemfady @ & 91
FALT &I A% LT A §, THD A1A9K
Y af g gdf FHTCHT [AEAT § I
o ggrT &, @1 § awmarl g F qw A
qeaTAT qEMT % IR EE! € F
g1 § GTE SAAEqT IF T gAA UF TG
gerare fear g | zafay & g s7aT
a1gaT g fF A AT saEwdTHi H1 @A
I HTATIFAT § |

# g & ag W fAaew &3Ar |ngar
g o T8 H0 & GTC QT T AT § ST
T B HIT TP TG, FAF 9 TG
g1 fower gut &« g1 F@H 97 ¥
rafefeins ¥ Q10 gae ST U
a7 @ & S g 0% § fawen

qtmﬁﬁﬂ'mma’qfﬂﬁﬂti?&?m
fer TR | agt I qREgr faereT da
Y AT | AGPIA F Tt fAT of sy
§=1 w< aFd §, Ia da1 FF g fauelt
qearé FL | IAY IW /A T fafeaa
o & fawra g7, TR T
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RIS FgT 9T AW F gorefes g
*T & F17 9g & % agi 97 wTg-
|IAHT FI agd @Al STaeH g | S
TOET FY FgT T AEAR g 1 IASHT
I JTaeFd F1GAEA F fag o q+T
forat faorelt aoend w7 gwa & Ia«r
FAT Ifgw | AT 9T SATET ¥ SAIAT
FT FTTETY TATAT F 1Y, AT A
FATRT IAT 978 TaTiad F@ =@rfeg,
arfs IFT greaTanz fas gF ST R
T AAET W FFTA T @Y, @AOE H
W T gY 1 3§ aeg ¥ afz s
g #31 ar fafved aOF ¥ Jgi
FTATRI I | /IS AT FT A7 & foQ
qgi 9T GFET STC §, 9 W U9
Wl #T Iq, ag o SqFT F qaw@ ¥
JYGTT AET I, T 9T WIGRT LA
gar =1fgw |

U AV fagea & fF &7 & *w
¥ ¥ faselt 9 Tng gy gFdr g
TT aTE W FOHT enA aAr =ATiRU )
FET 9T gIEIT T AGA A=A §, IaFT
OITHT FTAT F1fF0 MT GO9S qraz &7
SATAT WITHKT FATAT & FATIT  FAT
wtfgq 1 § a8 o frEsT FAT A1gar g
f& Tt aT feaat fas=t F7 ermar 8,
fFAY agt avazr g1 @Y &, fFaar shes
&, fradt 0 8, framt faess g <er 2,
A a1 grat 9T afs M9 egqre I, 7
"9 F1 g o fF 5 gwc &
sagEdT F1 3F FT FFA §

T AT F q19 { ANIRT qAATT
RAT § 1T & g9 HFTT FT HAT F@T

2|

e

Y Yrerer sare awt (Frew) o
gwrafa agea
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ot ghovw agyR : avefy sgeg
TZT § F7 qE 2 )

MR. CHAIRMAN: If you insist, T
must do it.

PROF. N. G. RANGA: I have only
two observations to make . . .

MR. CHAIRMAN: Prof. Ranga,
please speak after Mr. Verma. Let

the quorum bell be rung—
T FIH Er AET & 1 W ®Wilo
U&H o Glo gyl T WY Jifaqy |

MY rawre AT q/T . WA
FAT AAT AT ¥ AT qHOT @I
2 I9FT gHgT F » A §F g
gHT § | Wror FET AT JAT T/ w4
T 499 & q9 9T g | fasy 33
Fqf FT ATIEY F AT F AT WY
®IAT FSe W @I WET IEd WY
afat A fasar & SO 0w @
zAfFzfEFTT &1 FI9 Wy Tl Tog
g gmfas o mifas gfesm
§ WY G qEtaT Wil aga S9ufaa
W/ 1 39 gleedor & AT 39
AIFZIAT & TA1T § WY T {qTANG
qAT WERT A 130 FUT ®IAT
Faa dgt & fagdiwswr & fag fzar
g 3w & fog awga: § gaamg &
aid & | ¥ awgar § fv g@ A
a7t IFga ¥ Fo famrg gwr
fagaisTor & T W Wi "
fasst sty 1 sEwF gra Fgf
Iav g, fg=n &1 & gnT AR
ATAT TFT & favrg & #1970 agl @0
S G

afea o o oot # fawa
aofeag € Tfefedr e & &9
zax feqfes & fo g *e7 7!
ST GFAT | X gAY qAATA F@ E,
TWIPT weeTArT @ ¢ | ¥€MAC
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fawdy WY g0 a@ ¥ @ w
@ ot 1 fawey wm @A 9%
gz @Ay ¢ | fawar #y &1
aff & & swm =, @AET B,
faarf & s F1 faadr & I
y fox gy 1 el ¥ 59 osaT
Fr fasat afi faaar

faga # 7w 7 g g o«
ZFAl ®I FTAT FT AT ST &
zafay z fRwr § faga a1 =
qUST 3% F@T I1fgq 1| ¥ TS
R ¥ ¥ fog w&dy 8 1 T ot
gg A T FF IAHITIINT W
 gafefed a1 &Y 1 FFEaam-
FIOT FLAT FET | OFT & 1 Hqix
F gra Ot w1 TifgdE fEar Sray
2 7 fear W g7 F1 giafafas
g FW@ § A qAAW g ¥ @
gad AfaAT FT f@ar wrar &
¥ JEAT JAAT FT FAT FEAG &
fawdt *gi Aw4T wIfE?, F17F 57
aras 8, wet mfuws gfagm §
fadY F[@ FT A A F@ &
wigt #uF e Qiar & 9@ faaan
T AT € | x® oavg ®r sre)
F1 @A TT FE A 1 zefAg
st § 5 faga ofcadt &1 a=-
JATETOT gY 1 7 T fawrw awr ¥
s =R, @ s g1 =rhed,
N oA & giafafa @17 Tfied
AT UF A fegml & & e
arfed 1\ oY uF I famad H
¥ gr 9T FE WHT gAT WIfRE
awifss raw F fafaw  Foww
A § IAF o fadyw @ &
SAF ST JTAFC T &, gF A@ ¥
A% sfafafa agt o @87 w9k =
Wt ¥ we sgefat O § ST
UF qa7 | waw ¥ & 7H b=
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A Tl F W W T Sawwr
®1 RAY AT AT FT T AT SAET
weT gHT |

faga 17 7 IgE IEF FE
gAY 3, IWA o7 FAOEr Iqaw & |
FHATNA IqAATTHT F A9 qra-g
wrfag #7 3@ & #I1T T9w aw ¥
FATARGR WTAIX & &Id  qATd
§ 1 Y WEEEr  guwEaEl &
IIH! Y T INFT I5E & fawa
ANEIqrz F o &g T 2
adl sngl u< faga € wrs G2
¥ o1 @ & fagre ¥ 130 F0®
1 ufer %141 o g8 @ Y AW
g g 9T Y g wEw { aqr
g0 Swgl 9T Wy agy  fegfa @
TE HWIT W7 AMET SAT7 STAT ATET |

faga #1 St 2T & 97 T A"F
AT T FH & | TN AFT AT
¥ oan 7w X &\ K oSwar g
e Q¥ g ¥ afqe &1 w9 ow
gar g A[rfed + § g Wy wraar
g & 37 awet § Prawanay a1
gAdAT gAT Jrfgd AT gAN g
AT ST ATy |

waw # 9 #wrET gon, faar-
faai &1 wrRw  wIHT | FEi 9w
AMFHT AT W FH AT FIAT 08

¥, SEF qF @I T FET Gy

BIZ B2 IINT F1 AW Farady
g0 a7 fagar 3N wrfegd 1 @i &
a ® vga agwrd g wifed
I Q8T HIE FTH @ FET wried
foay azt 7 wtfe AT sgTeqr &Y
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[ Qraes wwE Awi)

gxq dar Y 1 AR T G
g, TW A% F TW WIAHT HIA

arfed

PROF. N. G. RANGA: If any warn-
ing is needeq for any of our Ministers
that thig House should not be taken
for granted and just because any
particular proposition appears to be
either too technical] or too simple,
they need not have to make neces-
sary statements in order to educate
the Members of Parliament, then this
debate itself is enough warning. I
hope not only our present Minister/
Ministry but Ministers ag a whole will
be very cautious that whenever they
come to the House with their propo-
sitions, it ig necessary that the House
shoulg be educated and also the Min-
jster should allow itself to be educated
in regard to the temper, the know-
ledge, the feelingg and the suggestions
that could be made by the Members
of Parliament from all Sections of the
House. 1 myself feel extremely
grateful to the Members who have
taken part in this debate because 1
find myself educated so much.

The most extra-ordinary thing is,
it is not that India has neglected
Assam, but the people of Assam also
seemm to have neglected themselves.
For four years they had no informa-
tion about the working of their State
Electricity Board. @ Many of our
friendg have been complaining that
these electricity boards are not pro-
perly represented, properly constitut-
ed, they are not functioning properly
and so on. Whose responsibility ig it?
It is the responsibility of the local
Governments, But the local Govern-
mentg are failing everywhere. On top
of all it is the responsibility of the
Central Government.

Having gaid this, I would like to
make an appeal to the Prime Minis-
ter, the External Affairs Minister and
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the Energy Minister—all the three of
them—to take this particular matter
into gerious consideration and try to
get in touch with the neighbouring
independent Governmentg of Bhutan,
Nepa] and Bangladesh, They will
hayve to negotiate with these three
countries in order to be able to har-
ness the waters of the great Brahma-
putra and exploit the electricity and
power that we would be able to deve-
lop from there.

1 do not think this Rs. 300 crores
ig going to take us anywhere at all.
We are spending thousands of crores
for the development of super thermal
power stations in differenit parts of
the country. Hydel ig much cheaper.
We should be able to zllocate sufficient
funds to the programme of develop-
ment of hyde] power from the Brah-
maputra. Therefore, I would appeal
to the Prime Minister to gpare time
and pay special attention in order to
carry on these negotiationg with other
neighbouring powers and also to plead
with the Planning Commission to raise
by whatever means whether in India
or outside, sufficient funds in order
to be able to develop hydel power not
only in Assam but in the whole North-
Eastern frontiers. Now, they are
paying special attention to the
achievement of peace in Assam and
North-Eastern States, 1 wish them
al) success. The Prime Minister is not
very much pleased with whatever
efforts we have made nor ig she so
sanguine and hopeful about the
achievements we may expec¢t in the
near future. When I went to congra-
tulate her on this agreement, she
said: let us wait and see: there may
be g0 many troubles; we have got to
overcome al] those before we have
peace, So much cautious ghe is.

At the same time, I want to put
equal emphasis on the development of
power and other sourceg in the North-
Eagtern region and for that purpose, I
hope the External Affairg Minister will
be able to spare as much of his energy
ag possible ag he is able to gpare for
the achievement of peace in various
parts of the world.
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o v frw wgwe (SAE) -
awrafa AgIEd, T S
g¥eq &, Sau a1 faOw W %
w8 ara aff § qW Wy IEEd
g’ —3T ¥ & @Er, g "IeT
= fwgr war & ) few § o= Fi9
3 ®T 7 w® wxar § & fam
qi # faww w1 g o§ng
QUATAT STaT &, IAH FO T&TF AT
FT sGI¥T % WN &@ ST & WY
Hed TW W ST 8 | gEIY qIWM &
#% 9N BT OGIT F IYAT w0 ST
80 & ' F Tar gEs ¥ wgwa A
g & wmaw & &wri FT Iw g fE
v=gin g8 A& fFuT ) gwR qW F
wS Wi U¥ IATE § o agd fywd
gm & | 3% "agfaq fawe & Wi
WTT §FIT A——=Tg a8 FAG Ir
HqTETT Z1 GT SAdr 9T ®1 G- —
gt &Y fazr & 0 mEeT T o@y
=1 2 & wis &gy @ty gt

-

G371 31 TEY § 1 FE @ivEs weEiEe
2w TET g, T fagw ® mraEs

% 187 &, F@I AINTH ¥ I W@T g,
=@ wirge ¥ grved ww @ g
fes3 gm ATl ® T FEELTO
siem &A7 g€ off T WIS TH &y
TIFT @ & 1 ozw frwr § gy
faaa & fasma ¥ fou Tgi &1 &9
fear 1 wWT & I F® §Er & 1

¥ ux JIT TE FFAT Frgar g
fx faga aiet Fr sgaeqr grw *FTT
g fegrT # w=gy = & 1 @i gaT
i gt @ 5 faa aie g wr daw
UE IFAT YT S f5qg & w08
TR S W T fEws =F;T
g%z fegre & v gwr & 1 ®IW
wfacfpdwT aft & @t & 1 &
g & v & snalos afasa
¥ g7 g @tz fgaaet & fawme
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wv fror & ¥ wwrw F oeary fear
war ¢ &% @ fegie ¥ oW eww
featr smw 1 fagre oy faga
gr aff s oeg & faga At &
Ty GTEA w1 X ¥ 9 sgrw qAF
# sAwgar § arfys 9§ & sig
fagats<or g1 WX Sw & W &
fagTe g &% 1 faar &t & fagar-
s few qw w0 gaw fawe w1
FIHATC AT B ANTAT AT € (o«
¥ fau gw &7 ey feur & %
g%~ agl g 1 gEfeg ST 9
foar w1 § ag gwady = § )
A1 WALFATC § IT ®T W WY
FETT HT gula AT ATRT |

SHRI VIKRAM MAHAJAN: Mr.
Chairman, Sir, ] fully share the senui-
ments expressed by hon, Members.
So far as the Electricity Board is con-
cerned, Assam js in a mess. It is the
same i the case of many other State
Electricity Boards also. But the
management of Electricity Boards is
entirely the responsibility of the State
Governments, The accounts gre fur-
nished by the State Electricity Boards
and then they are audited. So far as
Assam ig concérned, it is unfortunate
that they have not been sending ac-
counts to ug in spite of repeated
reminders. But as hon, Members are
aware, Assam has been in a mess for
a long time. That happens to be one
of the reasons. We have got the pro-
visional accounts upto 1977-78.

SHRI RAVINDRA VARMA: Under
section 69(4) of the Act, the accounts
of the Board have to be certified by
the Comptroller and Auditor General
The Sub-Section before that says that
the accounts have to be audited by the
Comptroller and Auditor-General of
India. Therefore, you have a better
leeway in dealing with the gituation.

SHR] VIKRAM MAHAJAN: The
provisiona] accountg of 1977-78 have
come. The accounts of Electricity
Boards, including that of Assam, are
in g mess.
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1 agree Wwith the hon, Members
when théy say that something should
be done. + The Prime Minister has
recently tolq all the Chief Ministers
to take some urgent measures. In the

recent Power Ministers’ Conference
we told them that the Centre will
-help them in any way they want,

provided they tell ug what they want.
If 1 start dilating on that, it will take
a long time. They look into the fin-
ancia] management, tariff etc. The
Prime Minister herself ig taking very
keen interest in the matter. But, as
the hon, Memberg are aware, it is the
primary function of the States. So
far as Assam is concerned, because
it ig under President’s Rule at pre-
sent, we have to come before you with
these proposals.

Some hon. Members did ask why we
are placing thig limit of Rs, 40 crores
and why it is not more. The reason
is that the finances for power deve-
lopment form part of the over 3all
State Plans. In raising these re-
sources the capability of the State
Electricity Boards to generate surplus
ig taken into account and the balance
is made up from the loans by the
State Governments, LIC and Rural
Electrification Corporation of India
and trom market borrowings. Thus,
a substantial chunk of the finances of
some of the Electricity,K Boards which
do not generate sufficient internal re-
sources is made up by loans.

The present borrowing of the Assam
Electricity Board from the market,
LIC and REC on the 31st March, 1980
wag about Rs, 92 crores, In 1982-83
it ig egtimated that the additional
borrowings is likely to be about Rs.
64 crores. To enable the State Elec-
tricity Board to meet its requirements
for the next two years, the borrowing
is expected to be of the order of As.
40 crores. That is why we have ask-
ed for Rs 40 crores. After two years
the State Government can make a
further proposal. It has been propos-
ed in the Resolution to raise the bor-
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rowing limit from the present level
of Rs. 95 croreg to 130 crores to meet
the immediate needg of the State
Electricity Board. After the new
State Legislature is elected, it will be
competent to raise the limit further,

So far as the future plan is concern-
ed, we have sanctioneg enough capa-
city for Assam, both thermal and
hydel. The tota] capacity which will
come into being in 1985-86 would be
more than double the present capacity.
The present capacity is approximate-
ly 161.5 MW, The capacity in 1985-
86 will be to the tune of 498MW, that
is, more than double the present
capacity of Assam and the invest-
ments will be over 150 crores for the
on-going projects, They are likely
to go up. These are the new schemes
which Assam wil] be having in the
next 5-6 years. There is g great
potential. There are many schemcs
which we are examining, which will
help more capacity to generate. At
present our assessment ig that the
hydro potential is about a thousand
MW and wa Will try our pest to
develop the potential.

Some hon, Members raised the
question of rural electrification pro-
gramme. In the next twg or three
years we intend covering 40 per cent
of villageg in Assam and Rs, 59 crores
have been earmarked for the rural
electrification. A specia]l fund is kept
for the Harijan bastees. Omne of the
hon, Memberg raised the point—it is,
I think, Mr, Harikesh Bahadur—
about Harijan pastees. We have kept
a Special fund which jg only meant
for Harijan bastees. It ig apart from
what we give for the rural electri-
fication programme.

PROF. N. G. RANGA
Harijan ag wel] as tribal.

(Guntur):

SHR] VIKRAM MAHAJAN: Yes,
in tribal bastees also. We are doing
our best to develop the Assam potlen-
tial. Ag I have said already, the
Central Government ijg anxious that
the projects already sanctioned should
be completed. In fact, Assam does
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receive Some assistance from the
peighbouring States. There are 220
KW lines. The entire North-Eastern
region has hydro potentiaj and it is
peing investigated and we are clear-
ing projects as quickly ag possible.
As I have said earlier, the Prime
Minister ig making great efforts in
solving the Assam tangle and also in
the economic development of Assam.
And I am sure 1 have answered all
the points raised by the hon, Mem-
bers regarding the accounts, regard-
ing the potential and electrification,
ang 1 recommeng that the Resolution
be pBSSed.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The question is:

“That in pursuance dof sub-sec-
tion (3) of section 65 of the Electri-
city (Supply) Act, 1948 (54 of 1948),
read with clause (b) of the Pro-
clamation issued on the 12th day
of December, 1979, by the President
under article 356 of the Constitution
with respect to the State of Assam,
this House accords approval for
fixing under the said sub-section (3)
the sum of one hundred and thirty
crores of rupees as the maximum
amount which the Assam State
Electricity Board may, at any time,
have on loan under sub-gection (1)
of the saiq section 65.”

The motion was ‘adopted.

1553 hrs,

MICA MINES LABOUR WELFARE
FUND (AMENDMENT) BILL

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF LABOUR (SHRI T.
ANJIAH): Sir, I beg to move:

“That the Bill further to¢ amend
the Mica Mines Labour Welfare
Fung Act, 1946, be taken into consi-
deration.”

With a view to constitute a Fund for
the financing of activities to promote
the welfare of labour emiployed in the
Mica mining industry, the Mica Mines
Labour Welfare Fund Act 1946, was
€nacted and brought into force with
effect from 28rd April, 1946. The Act

Mica Mines Labour SRAVANA 13, 1908 (SAKA)

Welfare Fund
(Amdt.) Bill S

provided for the levy of g cess as @
duty of customs on all mica exported
from the country at such rate not ex-
ceeding six and one-quarter per cent
ad valorem as may from time to time
be fixed by the Central Government
by notification in the official Gazette.
The present rate of cesg which is effec-
tive from 15-7-1974 is 3% per cent ad
valorem.

The mica mining industry is con-
centrateq mainly in the States of
Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Rajasthan and
there are approximately 9,000 workers
employed in it. The Welfare Fund
has been utilised over the years to
finance various facilities for the bene-
fit of these workers. Thege relate
mainly tog running of medical and
health care institutions, sanction of
grants-in-aidq for subsidised housing
and for schemes of drinking water
supply, disbursement of educational
scholarships and implementation of re-
creationa] programmes for such wor-
kers.

Section 6 of the aforesaid Act em-
powers the Central Act to make rules
to carry into effect the purposes of the
Act. The Act does not presently pro-
vide that the ruleg so made by the
Central Government be also laid be-
fore Parliament, ag is generally pro-
vided for in al] such legislations under-
taken since 26-1-1950.

Thig aspect came up for review by
the Committee on Subordinate Legis-
lation (Fifth Lok Sabha), who in
their 14th Report desired that the Gov-
ernment shoulgd undertake a review
of all Acts with a view to finding out
whether these contained a provision
for laying of rules framed thereunder
before Parliament. The Committee on
Subordinate Legislation (Sixth Lok
Sabha) in their 19th Report specifi-
cally desireq that the omission obtain-
able in the Mica Mines Labour Wel-
fare Fund Act, 1946, should be made
good at the earliest possible opportu-
nity. It is in this background that the
present Bil] has been presented to the
House for congideration., The Bill
seeks to insert sub-section (3) under
Section 6 of the Mica Mines Labour



