4i9 Comm, on PMBR

REMOVAL OF ENCROACHMENTS ON
LAND IN THE NAME OF RELIGION
BILL®

SHRI B.V. DESAI (Raichur) : | begto
move for leave to introduce a Bill to prevent
the encroachments on land in the name of
religion.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : The gques-
tion is :

““That leave be granted to introduce a
Bill to prevent the encroachments on
land in the name of religion.

The Motion was adopted.
SHRI B.V. DESAI : [ introduce the
Bill.

15.40 hrs.

ANTI-F OPULATION EXPLOSION BILL
- Comed.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Now, we
take up further consideration of the foliow-
ing motion moved by Sbri P. Rajagopal
Naidu on 27 July, 1984, namely :— .

“That the Bil) 10 provide for measures
10 restrict the growth of population in
the country, be takenm into consider-

SHRI SATYASADHAN CHAKRABO-
RTY (Calcutta South) : This is an import-
aot Bill becavse it deals with population and
also messures that are required for the
cootrol of population. There can be Do two
opinions in this country about the control of
population. [ bave scen no serious political
party opposing cootrol of population unept
certain partics based on religion or religious
sroups. And also the differences are as to
the methods that are 1o be lmﬂi-—wMF‘t
compulsion should be adopted or persuasion
should be the method. 1 feel that the democ-
ratic method is persuasion. Unless and uatil
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people feel for themsolves that It is neces-

sary, by compulsion it is not possible. And

the most important thing is to educate them,

to make them consclous 30 that they volun-

tarily come forward for population control,

for restriction of birihrate. The greatest im-

pediment, to my mind, Is the illiteracy in our
country. Most of our people live in the

villages. And in the villages they are still

ruled by customs, traditions, obscurantist

ideas and in certain spheres, religion also
plays a dominant role. That Is why, some
reform io the religions Is also necessary so

that they can adopt the modern attitude.
While having 0o quarrel with the Governm-
ent in its policy on family planning through

persuasive method, [ have definitely a
quarrel with them so far as their profession
is concerned. Everywhere you will ind the
boarding ‘If you want to have a happy family,
bhave a small family’. Will the Government
guarantee to all the families which are small
that they will be happy ? For happiness
what is necessary is bread, shelter, education,
health and security. I thiok, by simply
restricting the family our people would not
get all these things. And also a very dange-
rous idea is propagated amonst the people
that the root cause of our misery Is our

population. The whole emphasis is on

popolation. Is it true that becavse of our

rising population our poverty is increasing 1

The Government would like us believe that
this is the main reason. 1 would suggest that
this is a very wrong notion.

While admitting that population control
is necessary, 1 must emphasize the fact that
populstion increase is also the result of low
standard of living. It bas beea proved con-
clusively by the wsoocial scicotists, by the
experts, that the countries where the protein
intake is less, where the people live in
poverty, there is a tendency for growth in
population. Look at the Alrican countries,
where the per capita income is low. Some
of thoee countries are developing and some
of them are under-developed. The growth of
population is directly related to the abject
poverty they are in. I would refer to a book,
which is still regarded as an authority on
the subject, Geo-polizics of Hunger by Castro
(pot by Fiedel Castro, but by FAO expert
Castro), where be has proved by statistics
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