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PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS
SECRETARY: I lay on the Table a

copy of the President’s Addrss to both
Houses of Parliament assembled to-
gether on the 18th February, 1982.

SHRI A, NEELALOHITHADASAN
NADAR (Trivandrum): The Prime
Minister (Interruptions)...... 200 or
so. This Government does not deserve
the Address by the President. We have
already filed our objections to the Pre-
sident and 1 am laying this Interrup-
tions)

PRESIDENTS ADDRESS

Honourable Members it gives me
pieasure to welcome you to this first
session of Parliament in the year 1982.
I extend my best wishes to you for the
successful completion of the buigelary
and the legislative business ahead.

2. The year 1981-82 was a year of
further consolidation. The rate of in-
flation was substantially curlalled in
spite of the unfavourable international
economic environment, The improve-
ment in {he performance of the infras-
tructure in the current year and the
formulation c¢f the revised Twenty
Point Programme provide the basis for
further growth along with stability
and greater social justice. During April
1981—January 1982, power generation
‘nereased by 11.3 ver cent, coal pro-
duction by 11.2 per cent and railway
goods traffic by 14.4 per cent compared
to the corresponding period of the
previous year. In fact the Railways
will be achieving this year an all time
high loading of over 220 million tonnes,
bettering the previous best figure by
over 8 million ionnes. All important
industries have recorded significant in-
creases durlng April 1981—January,

‘The Speaker not having _subsequently accorded the necessary permi-
ssion the paper was not treated gs laidon the Table.
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1982 notable examples gre saleable
steel (18.7 per cent) cement (15.0 per
cent nitrogenous fertilizer (51.9 per
cent), crude peiroleum (61.2 per cent)
and petroleum products (18.4 per cent).

3. There are firm  indications that
there will be even more impressive
production in these and other indus-
tries. In fertilizers, with the expected
commissioning of three new planis and
expansion in existing ones, production
capacity will Increase from 45.75 lakh
tonnes to 53 lakhs tonnes of nitrogen
and 12.82 lakh tonnes to 14.90 lakh
tonnes of phosphate. In petroleum,
the year 1981-82 may close with a
total production of over 16 million
tonnes of crude o!l compared to 10.5
million tonnes during 1980-81. The
discovery of oil in structures east of
Bombay High, in the Palk Strait, in
Sisodra in Gujarat and Napamua in
Assam and of gas Baramura in Tri-
pura and in Kudara in Gujarat is an
assurance that the tempo of produc-
tion will be further accelerated. Our
Refilnery capaclty increased from 318
million tonnes in 1980-81 to 37.8 million
tonnes in 1981-82. The production of
LPG, which went up by 15 per cent in
the current year, iz estimated to in-
crease further by about 40 per cent in
the year ahead and will show a mark«
ed change In the demand-supply posi-
{ion. Production in the six integrated
steel plants is expected to tourh the
highest ever level of 7.2 million tonnes
of saleable steel exceeding last vear's
production by more than a m’llion
tonnes and marking a capacity utilisa-
t'on of nearly 84 ner cent, In Septem-
ber 1081 Government approved the
proposal for the establishment of an
integrated steel plant at Paradeep. Tnis
nupled with the earlier decision t2 set
up an integrated stee] Plant at Visakho-
patnam indicates Government de-
termination to auement existing eapa-
cities 1o achieve a state of self-rel'ance
in this core sector.

4 In order to maintain the tempo
already generated in industrial produc-
tion and accelerate economic growth,

the year 1982 is being observed as
“Productivity Year" gnd we shall have
an intensive drive to maximise utilisa-~
tion of capacities available .n all secr
ters of the economy.

3. The outlook for agricultural pro-
duction in 1981-82 js encouraging, Fre-
liminary assessment indicates that the
Kharif food grains production might
reach an all-time level of 79.9 million
tonnes. For the year as a whole, food-
grains production ig expecled to exceed
the previous record level of 132 millisn
tonnes. This compares favourably
with the production of 1129.9 achieved
in 1980-81, which itself was 28.4 per
cent higher than in 1978-80. '

6, The production of sugarcane,
which had slumped to 129 million
tonnes in 1979-80 had reached 150.5
million tonnes in  1880-8] and is ex-
pected to be between 170 and 180 mil-
lion tonnes this year. The forecast
for pulscs this year is 12 to 13 million
tonnes compared to 8.6 million tonres
in 1979-80 and 11.2 million tonnes in
1980-81. While Government have
made arrangements to ensure availabi=
lity of agricultural inputs in sufficient
quantity and in tiroe. the major credit
for our improved agricultural perfor-
mance must go to the enterprise,
dedication and hard work of our far-
mers.

7. During 1980-81 an additional irri-
gation potential of 24 million hectares
was created. Another 2.6 million hec-
tares are expected to be covered dur-
ing 1981-82, giving an additional cover-
age of 5 million hectares during these
two years. Our objective is to add 3
million hectares per year during the
remaining 3 years of the Sixth Plan.
This will be the biggest effort by any
country in bringing additional land
under irrigation In one year. Govern-
ment have also prepared a National
Perspective Plan for Water Resources
Development. A Nationa] Water De-
velopment Agency will be established
to carry out investigations and formu-
late, in consultation with the State
Governments, a plan for the optimum
development and utilisation of avail-
able waters, initially of the peninsular
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rivers. 'I'w_o important developments
during the year were the understand-
ing on the  utilisation of Narmada
waters and the agreement on sharing
of the surplus flows of the Ravi and
Beas. | congratulate the States, con-
cerned. '

8. A Centrul Land Resources Con-
servation gnd Development Commis-~
slon is being comstituted to provide
expert guidance in  formulating na-
tional policies relating to management
of land resources gnd also coordinate
activities of the S*ate Land Use Boards
with the enforcement of the Forest
(Comservation) Act., 1480, diversion of
- forest land which was of the order of
nearly 1.5 lakh hectares per annum in
the earlier years, has been controlled.
As the Indian Forest Act 1927 js not
applicable uniformly in all the States,
it is proposed to bring forward compre-
bhensive legislation to replace the exist-
ing law. As part of the social forestry
programme, a total number of 135
crore seedlings are expected Lo have
been planted in 1981-82. The enact-
ment of legislation to establish, 2
National Bank to improve the
quantity and quality of credit
Aows to rpural areas js a significant
step. .

9. The energies of the Govermnment
continued to be focussed on controlling
inflation. The components of the an'l-
inflationary strategy were higher pro-
duction, better capacity ut'lisation,
strengthening the public distribution
‘sysem, Imports of essential commodi-
ties wherever necessary, fiscal and
monetfary discilpline, and curbing the
avtivit'es of antl-soclal elements. The
annual rate of inflation as measured
from point to point movement in the
wholesale price index has come down
from 22.2 per cent as on the week
ended 12 Janiarv., 180 fo 147 per
cent as on the week ended 10 January,
1081 and further to 69 per cent for
the week ended 9 January, 1082
During the current financlal year le
28 March 1981 and 23 January 1982,
the index has gone up only by 2.8 per
cent which is significantly lower than

the r'se of 141 per cent in the same
period last year. The nwmuber of Fair
Price Shops stood at  2.98 lakhs in
November, 1981 compared to 2.73 lakhs
in March 1881. There will be nec slac-
kening of vigilance in the fight against
inflation.

10. While the present apvroach pro-
mies further results in the i'ght
against inflation, far greater etforts
gre required to deal with the deteriora-
tion in the balance of paymentis situa-
tion. Owing to the sharp increase in
the import prices of oil and oil pro-
ducts in 1980-81 the trade deficit in-
creased to about Hs. 5,500 crores in
that year compared to Rs, 2,450 crores
in 1979-80. To meet the situation and
to ensure continued development Gov-
ernment have entered into an axtend-
ed agreemment with the International
Monerty Fund. This agreement wil
enable the drawing of SDR 5 billion
over the next three years,

11. A serics of measures have been
taken to promote exports, gs a result
of which exports are est'mated to have
shown an increase of 154 per cent
during April-November, 1981, Further,
as a result of the steps taken to in-
crease the productive capacity of the
economy, the rise in the import bill
during this period has decelerated to
114 per cent. There is reason to be-
leve that the tendency in the last
few years for the trade gap to widen
will be arrested In 1981-82. Parliament
also knows that an Export-Import
Bank hag been  established to help
credit avallabilities for exports, High
priority will continue 1o be given to
export promotion during the coming
years,

12. The overall rate of growth in
the output of the public sector Indus-
tries under the Central Government is
estimated as 20 per cent in April-Sep-
tember 1981 over the corresponding
period last year. There s scope and
need for much  better performance.
Steps are being taken to streamline
and improve the working of these
enterprises through better delegation
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of powers, simplification of procedires
and stricler enforcement of accounta-
bility.

13. The Government are vitally cun-
cerned with the wellare of workers,
who contribute in no smal]l measure to
national production and productivity.
Legislation is proposed to be 'ntroduc-
ed in the present session to amend
labour laws relating 1o industria] dis-
putes trade unions and standing orders
to remove procedural delays and secure
speedy justice 1o workers. The indus-
trial relations machinery is being
strengthened and streamlined 1o anti-
cipate lahour problems agnd to take
Prompt ameliorative action,

14, The 20-Point Programme has
been reviced to impart greoter dyna-
mism to some key social and nconcmic
programmes included in 1he Sixth
Plan, In broad terms, it concretises
what the Sixth Plan means for us all,
particularly for the weaker sections.
Special emphasis is being given to pro-
grammes to assist specific target groups
through the Integrated Rural Deelop-
ment Programme, the Scheduled Castes
Component Plan and Hill and Tribal
Sub-Plans, the slum improvement pro-
gramme and allotment of house sites
to rural families. While the thrust
of the revised 20-Point Programme
continues to be providing better living
conditinns for the less privileged sec-
tions of the population, the vrogram-
me as a whole aim at gll round im-
provement in productivity,

15. The census of 1982 underiined
anew the importance of population
control. Government give high priori-
ty to voluntary family planning a- an
essential ingredient of people’'s well-
being and national progress and have
included it as part of the revised 20-
Polnt Programme. Tt is our objective
to bring down the birth rate to 21 and
the death rate to 9 per thousand by the
end of the country.

I should also like to draw attention
to the fact that national programmes

for the control. of leprosy and blind-
ness have been intensified in furthe-
rance of the objective of Health for
All by A.D. 2000, These two pro-
grammes are Jow  being treaed as
100 per cent centrally gponsored.

16. The provision of elementary
education for all children, and the
covering of the illiterate adult popu-
lation with appropriate educational
programmes is being accelerated.
Government have also launched a
substantial programme of pon-
formal education, It is proposeg to
revise the content of vocational edu-
cation. In higher education, especial-
ly higher technological education. the
emphasis will be on quality.

17. Considerable headway was made
in space {echnology and communicati n
during the year. Three Indian-made
satelites were launched—Rohini, with
the help of our own satelite laun-

ching vehijcle, the experimental
communications satelite APPLE
and the earth-observalion Sate-

lite Bhasker-l1I. Ind'a pecame one of
the few couniries to have a domes-
tic satelite communications network
when in November 1981 with the help
of INTELSAT-IV satelite communica-
tion links were extended to remote
areas in Leh in Jammu & Kashmir,
Aizawl in Mizoram, Port Blair ard
Car Nicobar in the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, and Kavaratli in
Lakshadweep. ‘A’ troposcatter ~om-
munication-link was establisheq with
the Soviet Union, under-sea link with
Sri Lanka and a microwave link with
Bangladesh. The next major event
will be the launching of the multipur-
pose Indjan Nationa] Satellite (INSAT)
in April 1982 and its utilisation for
meteorological capability communica-
tlons and radio and television coverage
The micro-wave link, with TV capabi-
lity between major cities of India like
Madras, Bangalore, Bombay, Dethi has
already been established. The link
between Delhi and Calcutta and Delhi-
Srinagar will be completed by June
1982 ang a large number of urban and
rural areas will be covered through the
satelite and the micro-wave system.



9 Pregident’s Address MAGHA 29, 1903 (SAKA) President’y Address 10

18. During the year a Science Advi-
sory Committee to the Cabinet (SACC)
was constituted. In order to lessgen
unemployment among science and
technology personnel, Government is
establishing a Science & Technology
Enterpreneurship Development Board.
Other major steps are the establish-
ment of a Commission of Additional
Sources of Energy which has already
initiated wide-ranging programmes of
research and developyment and demons-
tration all over the country on a large
cable, the decision to form a National
Biotechnology Board f{o ensure co-
ordinated work in biotechnology, which
has implicatiovs for agricullure, medi-
cine and industry and the setting up
of a National Institute of Immunology
in Delhi and at Plasma Phyvsics Pro-
grame in Ahmedabad.

19. The Department of Environment
has taken up programmes to prevent
eco-destruction. It has also set up a
National Eco-Development Board. The
Departmenli has .ntroductd pro-
cedures to ensure environmental im-
pact assessment of large projects and
monitoring the implementation of
enviornmental safeguards in such pro-
jects.

20. The Department of Ocean Deve-
lopment, which was established in
July 1981 is preparing a perspective
olan of ocean development. It organis-
ad a scientific expedition to Antarctica.
The leader is back and the others will
soon be returning after a successful
voyage of over two months, The
expedition covers a wide range of

scientific investigation in fields like
meteology, glaciology and oceano-
graphy

21. I now turn to some problems
:oncerning law and order. There can-
10t be forward movement without the
assurance that national energies are
not frittered away on agitations engi-
neered by sectional interests .Govern-
ment are distress at the outrages per-
setrated ggainst members of Scheduled
—aste communities at some places and

are determined to ensure that au
sections of the population live in safely
and honour, The guiltyv will be
firmly dealt - with. The problems
confrontimg these classes are part of
the larger socio-ecenomic problems cof
the country. The fullest co-operation
of the public is mnecessary fo
fight against the forces of communa-
lism and casteism, who are coften in
league with anti-social elements.
Programmes for the integrated socio-
economic devclopment of Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes and
weaker gectiong have been intensified
and much larger outlays than ever
before have been provided. Their im-
plementation wil pe closely monitored.

22. Ag part of their earnest efforts to
find a fair and salisfactory solution to
the problems of foreigners in Assam,
Government held several rouuds of
talks with the representatives of the
agitating organisations and leaders of
political parties. These efforts are con-
tinuing.

23. The international situalion has
deteriorated. Military pre.. nees
around wus have increased. This
danger should make ail of us deter-
mined to safeguard national security
and interests through non-alignment
and the peaceful resolufion of diffe-
rences. We earnestly hope that the
major military powers will realise the
futility of confrontation and arrest the
diversion of resources from develop-
ment and welfare to armaments. It is
regrettable that the strategic considera-
tions of other .countries should cast
extra burdens on us. We econnot
afford to be complacent. The nation
will be called -upon to make heavy
sacrifices to maintain preparedness at
all times to meel external challenges.

24, With our immediate neighbhurs
we have continued to seek relationships
of greater mutual trust and closer
friendship. I have just paid a useful
visii to Sri Lanka. as I did earlier to
Nepal and Indonesia. The King ot
Bhutan will goon be in our country
Our Foreign Minister visited Burma,
Vietnam and Thailand . With Bangal-
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desh we have had a series ol useful
exchanges of views, Further steps
have been taken to improve re.ations
with China. Following the visit of the
Chinese Foreign Minster during this
year, an official delegation went to
Beijing to discuss international and
hilateral issues including the question
of boundary and territory. As rcgards
Pakistan, Parliament is only too well
aware of the nationwide concern after
that country decided to acquire sophis-
ticated arms and the persistent inter-
national reports about ils nuclear pro-
gramme, While announcing its move
to go in for advanced aircraft, Pakis-
tan also informed us of its desire to
have a no-war pact, a suggestion we
had put to them severa] times and in
different forms over the years. In
December 1981 we gave Pakistan and
out.ine of the priniciples which might
govern our dciscussions towards that
end. This dialogue was carried for-
ward during the recent visit of the
Pakistan Foreign Minister. We reite-
rated our desire for peace and Iriend-
ship and our stand that issues should
be bilaterally resolved. We are glad
that Pakistan has accepted our pro-
posal for a Joint Commission to exa-
mine renew and promote the entire

range of relations between our two
countries.

25. Elesewhere on our continent, ten-
sions persist. The problem of Afgha-
nistan and the Iran-Irag conflict re-
main  unresolved. The Palestinian
people's rights continus to be obstruct-
ed. The Indian Ocean is far from be-
coming a zone of peace.

26. There are a few . hopeful signs
also, guch &s the renewed elan of the
Non-Aligned Movement following the
Conference of Foreign * Ministers of
Non-Aligned (ountries in New Dethi
last year, the mitiatives of the Com-
monwealth countries to promote grea-
ter mmternational ‘cooperation.
and the begining, Nowever tenuous, of
effortt for a disogue between (eveldp-
ed and Wewveldpihg eountrica. THe
Prinre Minigter participated n the

Commonwealth Heads ol ment
Mesting in Melbourme ahd s the
Intermational CowferSce M O

operatioh for Developmelt fn Cateim,

Address FEBRUAKRY 18, 1982 Presitent’s Address 12

Mexico. Her visits during the year to

Australia, Bulgaria, Fiji France, Italy,

Kuwait, Kenya, Indonesia, Philippines,
Rumania, Seychelles, Switzerland,
Tonga and the United Arab Emirates
led to further strengthening of friend-
ship with those countries, Since I last
addressed you we have had visits
from the Heads of States ur Govern-
ments of Kenya, the Federal Republic
of Genmany, Guinea, Tanzania, Britain,

Bahrain, PDR Yemen  Zimbawe,
Nauru, Australia, Madagascar, Bots
wana, Ghana, Venezuela, Ugandn,

Spain and Sweden all of which were
useful. We look forward to the vis't
next week of President Nyverere and to
the Conference of some developing

countries, Greater co-operation among
developing countries is mutually
beneficial and strengthens them col-
lectively in their dealings with the

advanced countries.

27. In the present Session besides
dealing with pending business a large
nwinber of fresh legislative measures
will come up for your consideralivn.
Among these are:

The Land Acquisition (Amendment)
Bill 1982; and The National Waterway
Bill, 1982 to declare the Ganga bet-
ween Allahabad and Haldia as a mat-
ional watlerway.

28. Hon. Members the world is pass-
ing through difficult times. Our ow?
problems are not inconsiderable.
Fortunately we are a nation imbued
with a sense of purpose. Our peopie
have awso shown commendable capacity
to rally together in moments of chal-
lenge. Political differenctes are bound
te exist ih a democraty which guaran-
tees [reedom of opinion amd organisa-
tion. But differentes should mnot
degenerate into discord. The good of
the nation is an objective for which we
must learn "to cooperate, transcending
d!s'p'u‘l'et We have the strength and
resources to move Torward speed.-
The first two yeats of the Sixth
m vears of tonsolidation. Let

ade this strength 1o make the

nnewm of the Plan, veats of
a Warth Yorward

as;?;

-t
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MR. SPEAKER: Hon. Members, as
we meel loday after an interval of
about two months, it is my sad duty
to inforin the House of the passing
away of Sarvashri Jyotirmoy Bosu,
Munder Sharma and Mohan Lal Su-
khadla, g#tting Members of this House

and four of our former colleagues,
namely Sarvashri Sumat Prasad, P.
Kakkan, S. C. Besra and Jaisukh Lal
Hathi.

Shri Jyo'irmoy Bosu who was sit-
ting Member of this House from the
Diamond Harbour Constituency in
West Bengal died after a massive
heart attack on 12th January, 1982
at Jaipur where he had gone to attend
the mecting of the Railway Conven-
tion Committee. He was 61, Shri Bosu
first elected as a Member of Parha-
ment in 1967. Shri Bosu was a Mem-
ber of the Fourth. Fifth and Sixth
Lok Sabha also during the years
1967-79. He was Chairman of Public
Accounts Committee during the years
1973-75 and Chairman of Public Un-
dertakines Committee during the
years 1977-79. At the time of his
death he was a member of Rules
Committec, Business Advisory Com-
mittee and the House Committee of
Lok Sabha as also of the Railway
Convention Commiltee of Parlia-
ment,

Shri Bosu had been the President
of the Indo-Soviet Friendship Soci=-
ty and also President and Executive
member of a number of Trade Union
Organisations. Shri Bosu was a Par-
liamentarian of great dedication to
the causes dear to his heart, He spa-
red no pains to gather {facts and
d:lve deep into details in order to
reinforce his points. He enjoyed a
great feolicity of language and used
his pen and tongue powerfully for
causes which were dear to him,

.Ho had a great freling for ihe lot
of a rommon parliamentarian and he
did all he could to draw atfention to
the need for improving {he level of
facilities available to him,

He was secular in his outlook and
a great champion of communal har-
mony. He had worked ceaselessly
during the communal riots in Cal-
cutta in 1964 to bring about recon-
ciliation amongst the communities.



