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be out of point to mention here that
because of the most irresponsible de-
cision of the Education Ministry in
1977 when gome Bengal players were
allowed to leave the camp of Agha
Khan Gold Trophy, the present inci-
jent could take place.

I shall demang a full statement on
the above incident from the concern-
ed Minister and a detailed report of
the proposed disciplinary action
against the anti-national players.
Unless firm and stern action is taken,
it will spread like a cancerous growth
in the other training camps organised
by various National Federations, It is
notad with great concern that some
lobby is very much active to give
them protection. For the nationa] in-
terest, may I expect the Minister to
enlighten the House immediately.

16.16 hrs.

MOTION OF THANKS ON THE PRE.
SIDENT'S ADDRESS—contd,

MR, CHAIRMAN: We now take up
further discussion on the following
Motion of Thanks moved by Shri
V. N. Gadgil on the 19th February,
1981 on the President's Address:

“That an Address be presented to
the President in the following
terms: — .

“That the Members of Lok Sabha
assembled in this Session are deep=-
ly grateful to the President for the
Address which he has been pleased
to deliverto both Houses of Parlia-
ment assembled together on the
16th February, 1981."

Shri George Fernandes is already
on his legs. I may remind you that you
have already taken 33 minutes.

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES (Mu-
zaffarpur): Out of that also some time
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was taken away by the obstructions of
some hon, members.

MR. CHAIRMAN: I think, you are
the sole speaker from your party.

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES: That
is right.

Mr, Chairman, Sir, judging from the
President’s Address, I would like to
submit that there is nothing io look
forward to in so far as the poor, the
downtrodden, the farmers, the wor-
kers, are concerned, I am reminded
of the slogan that the Prime Minis-
ier gave in 1971 when she talked about
garbi hatao. We know what happened
in the years that followed that slogan
just as we know what had happened
preceding that slogan.

I have here the Economic Times of
February 19:

“Poverty goes up in U.P. Poverty
and landlessness are on the increase
in U.P, according to the national
sample survey.

According to the survey, there
were 172 lakh households depending
on agriculture in Uttar Pradesh in
1971-72. 50 per cent of these were
either totally landless or owned less
than 1 acre of land., Together, they
accounted for only 4 per cent of the
total cultivable land,

What was more distressing, said
the survey, was that the number of
households has increased from 45
lakhs jn 1953 to 86 lakhs in 1972, It
noteq that although the population
increased by 18 per cent during
1963-64 in U.P., the number of agri-
cultural households increased by 35
per cent during the same period.”

For years, we were fed with these
slogans, how the Government was
going to tackle and then came this
grand slogan of 1871, And] here we
have the results which tell us that, in
fact, poverty has been on the increase.
There js a general feeling in the
country that a State like Pupnjab, for
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instance, ijs very well off, the people
there have a very high standard of
living and that the people are much
better off there than elsewhere in the
country. That is why I was shocked
when on the 18th of February, four
days ago, th> Economic Times came
with a report which the Punjab Gov-
ernment has now published. It says
that;

“About 8,23,000 families in Pun-
jab are forced to live below the
poverty line according to the Sur-
vey conducted by the State Gov-
ernment for the identification of the
weaker sections in the State. The
annual income of these families
which form 30.7 per cent of the total
population is Rs. 3,600/~ or less. The
Survey shows that two-fifths of the
households in the State are earning
an annual income of Rs. 6,000/- or
below.”

This dispels the widely held belief
that Punjab is & very prosperous
State. Likewise,

“The fruits of development over
the past three decades of planned
development have not been equal-
ly shared by all regions or Jistricts
in the State, The Survey cover-
ed 53 per cent of the houscholds
in the urban areas, It was discover-
ed that there were over 2 lakh un-
employed persong in these house-
holds, that is, 53 per cent of the
households, of which 67,500 were
illiterate. Nearly 64,000 persons
were educated unemployed being
Matrics or above,”

So, that is the situation that prevails
in the country ang that hag been
very assiduously, in a very systema-
tic way, created, right from 1947,
or from the point of time when you
started Five Year Plans which were
designed to create unemployment,
which were designed to create addi-
tional poverty areas in this country.
And yet, every time they get a chance,
they will discusg about the Janala-
Lok Dal, as though for everything in
this country that they did or that
they did not do during the three de-
cades they were in power before the
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Janata and the Lok Dal came in, we
need to take responsibility today,

Now, against that background, what
are the new policy initiatives that
this Government has taken in the last
13 months after the interrugnum of
the Janata-Lok Dal? I have spoken
about that the other day, So, I shall
not repeat these points today. Those
who were in the House have heard
me and those who were not in the
House will read what I have said, if
they intend (Interruptions) I am now
asking them what have they done in
the last 13 months? What are the new
policy initiatives that you have
taken? You have got the black-
money Bill to convert the black-money
into white. In other words to give an
incentive to the black-marketeers, to
give an incentive to those who over
a period of time in this country have
kept robbing the poor people and
who have made their lives miserable,
they traded on peoples misery, and
they traded on the shortage, they
trade on everything, with which it
hag been possible for them to make
life difficult for the people. They
have come in with the Maruti, That
was another Ordinance which theay
enacted into a Bill, I do not know
what provision has been made in the
Sixth Five Year Plan for Maruti. We
shall certainly go through that plan,
I have not had the time to go through
it. But, Rs, 500 crores will be needed
if you want to produce a car as in-
vestment into the so-called infra-
structure which you already claim to
have, the machinery, the equipmecpt
and, particularly the ancillaries that
would be needed io produce a car, a
new car, in thig country and Rs_ 500
erores in a sector, in an area, which
is not g priority area, which is not
concerned jn dealing with the prob-
lem of poverty of the people. But,
that is one of the policy initiatives
about which, I am gure, you are all
very proéud,

You have come with a National
Security Act and yesterday I read in
the paperg a statement that was per-
haps made in the other House that
till December, 1960, you have arrest--



379  Motion of thanks  FEBRUARY 23, 1981

[Shri George Fernandes]

ed 207 persons under the National
Security Act. You have arrested the
leaders of the farmers. Shri Narain
Swami Naidu was detained under the
National Security Act, My f{riend,
Mr. Shankar Neogi, is in detention
along with his colleague, led to a
court, asked by the Magistrate to
come and discuss problemg of mutual
interest and taken and driven from
there straight to the court, There are
people &1l over the country, A young
colleague of mine, belonging to the
Lok Lal, Shri Ramesh Gupta from
Bhind, just because he was there ex-
posing what the Police were doing or
not doing in terms of maiataining
law and order, in fermg of encourag-
ing dacoities about which Hon. Mem-
ber made a mention under Rule 377
he was arrested under the National
Security Act and imprisoned, They
arrested a young man belonging to
my party in Orissa, Mr. Das, a stu-
dent on the plea that there was a
man, who was trying to put the spot-
light on the Chabbi Rani rape and
mutder case, So, you now have this
law which is another policy initiative
which in the 13th months that taey
have been in power, they have brought
forward, You have gll these anti-
labour laws. One of these hag just
‘now been introduced. these are your
policy initiatives. The Bangalore
strike went on, It is still going on,
“Today ig the 60th day of the strike
and T was amazed at the attitude of
this Government whilé dealing with
‘the strike this was the kind of initi-
atives they took! Something that
shocked me beyond belief was the
statement of Mr. Stephen, I am sor-
ry, Mr, Stephen is not here at the
moment. Lodk at the statement
which Mr, Stephen made when the
trade union delegation went to meet
the Minister of Communications,
Along with the Minister of Commu-
nicationg were three Secretaries to
the Government and two dozen senior
-officials of the Government. Here was
a delegation of a dozen trade union
leaders going to meet him In the
morning the newspaperg had carried
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the story—'a sfatement by the Joint
Action Front of the public sector
Union mentioning what they called
their ‘rock bottom offer’, As the
delegation went and sat before the
Minister, Mr. Stephen, a distinguished
member of this Government, says, “Is
your offer really a rock bottom offer?
Because the moment I read jt this
morning, my bottom started rocking”.
This Is the vulgarity to which a senior
Cabinet Minister of the Government
can descend to! And when the trade
union leader said. “Sir; nothing is
ever final”, the Minister goes on fur-
ther to elaborate the staemen and
says, “Now that you are saying that
it is not a rock bottom offer, my
bottom has stdpped rocking”. This is
the way you are formulating policies
towards the workers Thisg is the way
you are disposing of the problems
that worry the workers—a major
strike involving 130,000 workers, Your
policy initiative has taken gyou to a
point where, on the fertiliser deal on
Thal Vaishet deal, you have reached
a point where your credibility in the
world had never reached the kind of
situation which it hag today, where
the World Bank has said, “We do not
any more trust the Government of
India.” Your policy initiatives have
taken you to a point where you have
made the oil resburces of this country
available to any one who wants to
come and scout, These are the new
policy initiativeg that you have taken.

You have taken policy initiatives
where you have regularised illigal
capacities in the large industrial

sector built over g period of time by
people who adefled with impunity every
law of this country, whether it was
the MRTP Act of the IDR Act. They
had defied with impunity all these
laws and foday you have regularised
every illegal capacity in this country.
These are you rnwe initiatives!
What can be people hope, what can we
look forward to, with this kind of ini-
atives that you have taken in the last
13 months? If this is the dismal picture
ags far as the economic situation is
concerned, let us discuss the country
being over the hump even in the
social sphere, '
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1 recall the statement of the Pre-
sident made in his last year’s speech.

“The confldence of linguistic and
other minorities, Harijans &nd
weaker sections of society has been
seriously eroded, Increase in crime
and inadequacy of measures to de-
tect and prevent crime have creat-
ed a sense of insecurity in the
minds of law-abiding people....”

And then he went on to assure the
country that the new Government
wag now going to create confidence
in the minds of the minorities and
was going to create a whole mnew
ethos in the country where the mino-
rities, linguistic and religioug and
people of every kind who ure today
oppressed and depressed, would be

given protection. And, since then,
you have maintained this usual
refrain

The Prime Minister went to Narain-
pur, Since then, she has had no time
10 go to any other ‘Pur’; she has had
no time to see anybody. Of course,
she has time to go to Shravanabela-
gola; she has time for all the temple
hoping that needs to be done. But she
hag no time to go to places where the
Harijans are butfchered, where the
minoritiesare attacked, She has no
time to go to Moradabad. Where is the
time for Moradabad? (Interruptions)
When did she go? After 2,000 people
had been killed and butchered and
eliminated, (Interruptions) She had
no time to go to Bhagalpur, She had
no time to go to Aligarh or Allahabad
She had no time to go to Samastipur
or Ahmedabad, But she had time to
go to Narainpur. She went on an ele-
phant.ride in Belchi. She forgot
Pipra; she forgot Kafalta; she forgot
every other place, But there is all the
time on the earth to go from Vaishnav
Devi in Jammu and Kashmir to Shra-
vanabelagola in Karnataka for all the
temple-hopping, You name the temple
and there she hops. And you are talk-
ing of protecting the minorities in this
country! Where are you initiatives?
Mr, Makwana is here, When you ask-
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ed whether I had finished I was wait-
ing for you. Mr, Makwana, see 10-
day’s headline. Mr, Makwana's
home town is under curfew. Talking
about the minorities, taking about
the law and order, you should also
know that the junior Home Minis-
ter’s home town is under curfew.
Not long ago, this is g news of 19th
in the Times of India, only three
days ago. I think the curfew is sgtill
continuing,

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF HOME AF-
FAIRS (SHRI YOGENDRA MAK-
WANA): As far as my information
goes, it was not under curfew.

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES:
Well, Sir, if Mr, Makwana is satisfied
with what is happening in Gujarat,
good luck to you, Mr, Makwana  You
think that all is well in Gujarat and
you are very happy and consioug about
it. We wanted to discuss Assam. The
President, in hig last year's address to
the House said that Government rei-
terates the commitment to the freedom
of the press, In Assam, the freedom
of the press has not only been des-
troyed but, day before again you had
extended that notogfious law under
which you are subjecting the press to
pre-censorship, You have no solution
to the problem of Assam. You keep
on bluffing the people and the coun-
try that the freedom movement is
against the people of Bengal. That is
because you wanted to use it or you
wanted to create a situation in Ben-
gal that it was against the Muslims.
That was because you thought that
grou could, in the process, consolidate
some of the muslim dominated consti-
tuencies of the country. In Assam
the people to told me how very res-
ponsible and genior people in the
Government have been saying that
by this movement, you can ensure
your majority in 47 constituencies in
the' country, (Interruptions) even if
in 13 constituencies you lose in As-
sam, Do not forget that in Assam, the
Assam Students’ Union and all-India



LT

L e = Yo i

383  Motion of thanks

[Shri George Fernandes]

Gana Sangram Parishad has office-
bearers, Mr. Makwana will bear
with me that these office-bearers are
Muslims.

MR, CHAIRMAN: Excuse me.
You have consumed the entire time
given to your party. So, you may
have another two minutes only,

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES: I
have been constantly interrupted 1
will not take much time (Interrup-
tions) I kept quiet even when the
mover or seconder of the resslution
spoke, I did not interrupt them on
any point which they made. They
used every kind of phrase or every
kind of argument against my party
and against the former Government,
There too we did not object; we did
not interrupt them at all.

So, I would appeal through you to
the members of the other side to have
patience instead of refuting all the
time my arguments, (InteTruptions)
When .it comes to my speaking about
the office-bearerg of the All-Assam
Students Union and the Assam Gana
Sangram Parishad, they go on inter-
rupting me, I am not yielding to
them. You must protect me from
this interruption. (Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please resume

your sea. The Chairman jg compe-
tent,
SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES:

Your police had been on a rampage.
Coming to the President's Address
last year, in the last 13 months you
have led the Police on the rampage,
You have got the report of the In-
quiry Commission on Baghpat inci-
den. (Interruptions)

MR, CHAIRMAN: Mr, Fernandes,
you have exhausted the time.

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES: That
is because I am being constantly in-
terrupted,
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I am constantly prevented from
speaking.
MR_ CHAIRMAN: I have asked

you to conclude when I find that vou
have exhausted the time,

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES: 1
was constantly integrupted when I
was on my legs.

MR, CHAIRMAN: Excuse me. In
a parliamentary debate, these types
of interruptions and some humour are
inevitable, You need not be worried
about it. When the time is up, then
you should conclude whosoever oc-
cupies the chair. That is all

s T faara e (groft ) 9
T IAF T gz §F & a1 7 @@
fate aw qgw Wi § | gy ardt |/
T UF g wEHr diqd q g |
SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES: Sir,
1 do not think you are fair ¥o me I

am just on my legs and 1 am being
continuously interrupted,

Sir, a little while ago an hon’ble
Member from the Chambal region
mentioned about the decoit situation.
In other words the dacoitiegs are on
the increase. You have had a Bagh-
pat, Moradabad and umpteen situa-
tions where murders have not cnly
been on the increase but the lives of
the citizens of this country huve
never been go insecure ag todayv, So,
where is the question of crossing the
hump or going over the hump as has
been mentioned in the President’s
Address,

Sir, I will not be gdiscussing the
President’s Address in so far as the
foreign policy ig concerned, But I
would like to make one point. The
test of a foreign policy of any coun-
tries lies in its relations with its im-
mediate neighbours. As far as our
relations with our immediate neigh-
bours are concerned we are aware of
the fact that at no point of time
these relations have been gso well as
when Janata-Lok Dal were in power.
Once again we find our neighbours gre
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living in morul fear of us. So, I do
not know" what is there to harp about
our performance in foreign gffaris,
What exactly is this government offer-
ing us today? They are .,ffering us
gimmics, They had a kisap rally....
(Interruptions)

MR, CHAIRMAN: Actually be
brief and try to finish,

SHR1I GEORGE FERNANDES: Sir,
1 will finish in five minutes by the
clock but I cannot be interrupted
like this,

Now, Sir, they had this kisan rally
and by their own statement they are
supported to have brought anywhere
from fifteen lakhg to twenty lakhs of
people. I do not know what their
final figures are. I have with me, Sir,
an editorial from the Economic Times
which says that if twenty lakh of
people have been brought then a total
amount of Rs, 100 crores would have
been spent, This is what Economic
Times says editorially....(Interrup-
tions). Now, there was g kisan rally
which the Opposition planned to hold
in Chandigarh. Then banned it.
They arrested the former Chief
Minister, they arrested thousands of
people, they lathi-charged and they
teargased the peaceful zally. There
wag a kisan rally planned in Nagpur.
They arrested Shri Yeshwantrao Cha-
van, 'they arrested Shri Sarat Pawar,
the former Chief Minister of Maha-
ragshtra, They clamped 144 Cr. P.C.
and finally they arrested 25,000 peo-
ple, They arrested Prof, Madhu
Dandavate. They arrested every-
body. They had one rule for those
who are in the Opposition and they
had another rule for those who are
on the ruling party side, They used
the State machinery and they
brought, by their own admission, 50
lakhs of people, According to. the
Economics Times, the figure is 20 lakhg
of people, They spent about Rs. 100
crores,

There are 20 per cent people in this
country who are hungry and who
cannot afford a rupee a day, There
are nearly 50 per cent pegple in this
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country, who by their omﬂ: Bive
Year Plan Document, live on less than
Rs 2 a day, which means Rs. 660 or
Rs, 700 a year. Now, whogoever
came to Delhi it had cost each one
of them Rs, 500 for coming to Delhi
and going back to their village. I
would like to know who paid that
money for those farmers to come to
Delhi? Who were those people who
enabled the Congress—I to bring all
these people from all over the coun-
try, Did they do it for a purpose or
did they do it for a consideration?
Did they do it for a purpose jusf now
and for a consideration later? So,
Sir, we had this gymmicks. After
the kisan rally, we will have further
debate on the dynasty....

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF HOME AF-
FAIRS AND DEPARTMENT OF
PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS (SHRI
P. VENKATASUBBAIAH): Sir, what
does he mean by ‘consideration’?

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES: 1
am asking a question on what basis
they were able to bring 20 lakh peo-
ple, What was the basis ¢cn which
they accepted your proposal nnd ar-
ranged thig kind of kisan demonstra-
tion? (Interruptions)With a great
respect to you, I would submit if
there is a mob here who think that
they are going to hold ug to ranson,
Ssome of us are capable of taking them
on their own terms.

SHRI P VENKATASUBBAIAH:
Sir, let him not threaten us. After
all it is a parliamentary democracy.

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES: In
a parliamentary democracy you can-
not act like 3 mob, You act like a
parliamentarian, not like a mob.

(Interruptions)

ot Tw faers qEmw: gw
Sl 7 wgr a1 R wE T wwa
T[T a1 aT fofm g
a1 {5 & e ST ERT aw wwar g
W ot ¥ fad oF Awd ar
&1 s @ Awa Hifag
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SHRI P VENKATASUBBAIAH:
We have decided in the Business Ad-
visory Committee to allot time to the
various Parties. Now, Mr, George
Fernandes, has been speaking for the
last 70 minutes,

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES: I
dispute that exaggeration. The Minis-
ter is indulging in exaggeration and
hyperbole.

Mr, Chairman, Sir, I am concluding
now by referring to para 23 of the
President’s Address. It refers to the
vear 1980 as the international year of
the disabled persons. I know how
they started it. They started the year
of 1980 by beating up the blinds; they
started the year of 1981 again by
beating up the blinds and then they
went on to Bhagalpur and started
creating more blinds, Now, we ore
in a situation where we have a Gov-
ernment that is blind; a Government
that iy blind to its past performance
and blind to the realitieg of the gitua-
tion in the country, and a Govern-
ment that is totally blind as to what
should be done to create a better
future for this country,

As the President hag said, one must
have all the sympathy, love and con-
sideration in so far as the physically
disabled are concerned, But when
you have a Government that is disabl-
ed in thig year of the disabled, the only
thing T can say Is that you evoke our
pity and not our sympathy, and it is
a pity that is mixed with a certain
amount of total contempt for the kind
of way in which you are trying to
take the country.

With these words, I conclude.

SHRI CHANDRA SHEKHAR
SINGH (Banka): Mr, Chairman _ Sir,
before I focus the attention of the
House to gome of the important points
raised by the hon, Member from
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Muzaffarpur, I would like to make a
brief reference to the foreign policy
conducted by our Government. It was
good of him to refer to our rela-
tiong with our neighbourg and other
foreign countries at the fag end of
his ‘speech,

It is difficult to judge the perform-=-
ance of any Government in the con-
duct of ity foreign policy and tp ex-
pect that the results would flow with-
in a span of one year. What we have
seen within a period of one year is
that India today is firmly established
as one of the leaders of the non-align-
ed movement, T am glad that Shri
Atal Bihari Vajpayee is here and T
am persuaded to congratulate him
because he succeeded in creating a
falée impression for some time at
least in this country that he was pur-
suing the policies in the sphere of
external relations as propounded by
Pandit Jawgharlal Nehru, We know
very well that in the gphere of exter-
nal relations, there are no ahrupt
chffiges in the direction of policy;
these would stmply be side-tracks
and it is what the Janatg Party Gov-
ernment was trying to do, to substi-
tute non-alignment by the concept of
equidistance, I am glad and this
House would agree with me—in fact,
most of the Memberg sitting even on
the other gide would aleéo agree with
me—that India has regained the lost
initiative during those three years.
There j5 sp unprecedenteq flow of
foreign dignitaries to this country.
They are coming to Delhi to discuss
the complex problems of the wporld
and find a solution to them, Not gnly
that, the non-aligned conference held
a few days ago has amply demgns-
trated that the non-aligned nations
have again reafirmed their faith that
India pursues the policy of nonralign-
ment in the true sense and has the
capacity to defend those principles,

Shri George Fernandes }ad made
these points during his speech on the
last day. I must also say that he had
nesarly exhausted himself on that day,
and he wag only trying to provoke
Interruptions today tp prolong his
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speech, He referred to the scaling
down of outlays in the 6th Plan on
Education, Health and so on, compar-
ed to what the Janata Party used to
call the Janata Government Plan,
1978—83.

Then there was a continuous harp-
ing, a continuous refrain on the Dyna-

mic Decade, He made a sarcastic
reference to the Dynamic Decade
under the leadership of Shrimati

Indirg Gandhi; and then he was re-
ferring to what he considered the de-
teriorating state of economy in the
country. I woyld try to satisfy him
and meet hig points one by une.

It was no mistake that Mr, George
Fernandes was chosen to initiate the
debate, All of us are fully aware,
and this House and the country are
aware, that the Lok Dal under the
chairmanship of Shri Charan Singh
hag developed an expertise on eco-
nomic affairs, People here are won-
dering whether his performance as
Home Minister was surpassed by his
performance as the Finance inister
of this country.” The country ig still
reeling under the impact of the
Charan Singh Budget, It can be said
that it moved with the energy of a
bull in china shop, The coumtry has
not been able to fully recover from
the ill-effects of the Charan Singh
Budget.

I would like to say this, as far as
Mr. Fernandes’s reference to the gcal-
ing down of outlays on Health Edu-
cation and such other items in the
6th Plan: I share his point of view
in so fa- ag that there should be in-
creased ouflays on these important
aspecty of expenditure, and that we
must pursue these policies with great-
er vigour, But what he tried to pre-
sent to us was just a jugglery of
figures, He was never referring to
the figuregz in absolute terms, but
only in percentages. Because the
entire gize of the Plan hasg been high-
ey almost, 30 per cent higher when
compared to the Janatas Government's
Plan, there would be certainly a re-
duced percentage of outlays on these
important aspects. But I must say
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that the Janata Party had little faith
in the planning concept itself, The
concept of rolling plan was introduc-
ed. What was the purpose? The
Janata Government wanted to sell
this country completely to Free En-
terprise and multi-nationals operat-
ing in this counfry; and it was, there-
fore, that they tried to whitle down,
completely do away with any plan-
ning process; and they introduced
this rolling plan. And what they
considered as a Plan was a mere
paper Plan, without any supporting
policy frame. No concrete action was
there,

I want to quote a number of opi-
nions which leading economists of the
country held in respect of what they
attempted to present as a Flan, I
quote one for the benefit of Dr.
Swamy. It says:

“It would be erroneous to attri-
bute the lack of political credibi-
lity of the Plan to the lack of cohe-
sion within the ruling party, or
the extremely fluid overall poti*.-
cal situation, The problem js much
deeper. For, any serious attempt to
give operational content to the New
Deal necessarily means hurting, in
greater or lesser measures, the in-
terests of the ruling class, compris-
ing the larger peasants, the private
entrepreneurs, the. organized urban
labour and other well-to-do seg-
ments. And they seem to be in no
mood to face thig simple fact.”

This is from the Centre of Develop-
mental Studies, Trivandrum, Dr,
Subramaniam Swamy cannot be satis-
fled withou? something of a China's
stamp on it. (Interruptions).

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY
(Bombay Nofth East): You quote
Indian economists,

SHRI  CHANDRA SHEKHAR

SINGH: For his satisfaction, I can
quote something from America alep
80 that he gets satisfled,

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY: Do
not try to evade it. You quote some
economistg of some standing in India,
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SHRI CHANDRA - SHEKHAR
SINGH: 1 can quote a number of
them, not one, I can assure you that
it was the unanimous opinion of the
economists of this country, an objec-
tive opinion which held that the
Janata Government's plan was a
paper plan which had no credibility
at all. (Interruptions) Mr. George
Fernandes was regularly referring to
the dynamc decade under the leader-
ship of Shrimati Indira Gandhi,
1 am absolutely sure that in spite of
the economic difficulties that sve are
facing at the moment, in spite of the
difficult situation in respect of the
availability of petroleum products and
crude oil, in spite of so many diffi-
culties, there is no room for dispair
and passimism at the moment, The
rate of economy "has been positive
since independence and has Theen
more than the rate of growth of popu-
lation. Between 1950-51 and 1978-79
net national product at 1970-71 prices
have increased by 172.8 per rent, The
rate of savings has moved from 13,7
per cent ™ TU70-T1 to 24 per cent.
The supply of investible resources....

.DR, SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY:
Have you included 1978 also?

SHRI CHANDRA SHEKHAR
SINGH: 1 am presenting you the
situatio, since Tndepenednce because
8Shri George Fernandes wasg just now
referring to the situation as it cbtain-
ed gince 1947.

. The growth of a strong public sec-
tor has reduced the need for import
of capital goods and enlarged our
autonomy, He was just now refer-
ring to the World Bank Report and
was trying fp say that according to
the certificate of the World Bank our
economy is not moving, sluggish in
itg cage. I woulg like to say that our
economy is free from the grief of tra-
nsnationals, and what has happened in
respect of the construction of the Thal
Vaishet Complex ig a happy augury
that this country has developed the
strength to resist the World Bank
pressures and stand on itg own legs.
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I am sure, you are fully aware that
this country, within a short span, has
reached self-sufficiency in agricultu-
ral production of foodgrains hag gone
up by 160 per cent while population
itself has gone up by 80 per cent, So
far ag the period from 1869-70 to 1976-
77 is concerned, I would like to quote
a few figures which would amply in-
dicate that the country did make ade-
quate progress during the period of
the dynamic decade under the leader-
ship of Shrimati Indira Gandhi,

17.00 hrs.
Now I quote figures:

(In crores of rupces)

Atcurrent At
prices 1970-71
prices
G.N.P. Faclor Cost
196g-70 33521 34518
. 1976-77 71581 43163
National Income
1969-70 31606 32408
1976-77 06885 49534
Per (:apita G.N.P. 5663 -7 6525
1969-70
1976-77 1158 -8 7007
Per C apila incone
1969=70 5975 612:6
1976-77 10858 G589
(Interruptions)

It iz here. I can give you figures,
I can quote from a particular journal.
The Eastern Economist which  has
many uncomplimentary things to say
about this Government, But thess
are hard facts which you cannot ig-
nore. -(Interruptions)

Mr. Chairman, I would like %o
emphasise on some very important
issues, The significance of this dyna-
mic decade does not lie in these data,
in these figures, in the rise of per
capitg income alone, but the gigni-
finance of this dynamic decade lies in
the fact that Smt Indira Gandhi was
able to infuse dynamism in the entire
political system and for unce in this
country the poor and the downtrodden
people came {o occupy the centre of
the stage in the Indian polity. (In-
terrupions) ’
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And yon know, the steps that she
took in favour of the poor were;
Banks were nationalised, LIC compa-
nieg were nationalised, coal was na-
tionzlised; privy purses were abolish-
ed -anfl the concept of compensation
was radically changed. So many
stepgs were taken, And because of
this today every political party is
talking ip terms of socialism. Social-
ism was a hateg word. Socialism was
being whispered in the political pri-
vates of this country, not here in
the main forum of national debale.
Now, we have distortiong also, Smt,
Indira Gandhj is responsible for cer-
tain distortions also; because we have
witnessed here socialism of one varie-
. ty—fhe West German Siemens model

of George Fernandes. (Interruptions)
and in the Janata Party Government
you tried to develop socialism of the
capitalist variety and tried to call it
Gandhian Socialism, Gandhiji was
the greatest socialist born on this
earth and he lived like a poor man.
But you tried to confuse the people
by taking hig name and justify your-
self, We have another distortion, dis-
tortion of another variety, the RSS
variety of Gandhian gocialism under
the leadership of Shri Atal Bihavi
Vajpayee, But it is true that during
her dynamiec decade and her dynamic
leadership socialism became the
established ideology of thig country
to which every countrymen came to
adhere. (Interruptions) I would
like to mention a third point, What
ig the state of the ecoriomy at the
moment? And I would like to compare
with what he was trying to do. What
Mr, George Fernandeg was particu-
larly responsible for in the Lok Dal
Government’s regime. His role I
would like tp mention, He was all
the time quoting from World Bank
reports; and for the particular benefit
of Mr, Swamy I would like to quote
something frpm some American jour=-
nal also from U.S, Department of
Commerce, which ftself says that
“India’s Gross National Product is
expected to rise by about six per cent
during the fiscal year beginning April
1. This would compare with a decline
of three per cent in the previous fiscal
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year.” This is from Business America,
U.S. Department of Commerce. This
s their assessment,
" Now I will tel] you what is the :ir'i.'i
flation rate, I would come to this
point in great detail just now. In=
flation rate in 1979 was 23.4 per cent.
In 1980 it was 12.2 per cent. Food-
grain production has reached a new
peak of 133 million tonnes in 1980. In
1979 it was only 180,85 million tonnes,
a rise of 20 per cent. Power genera-
tion hag gone up by 20.5 per cent.
Coal production has gone up by 8 per
cent. Vanaspati production has gone
up by 169 per cent. Cotton cloth
production has gone up by 3 per cent.
Sugar production is expected to reach
the figure of 55 lakh tonnes. Fertiliser
production has also risen gharply. I
would like to remind-the House that
the steps which the present Govern-
ment in the Finance Ministry has
taken to control the rate of inflation
are significant ag is evident from the
fact that during the last one year,
money supply between April and
November has contracted by Rs. 1695
crores, which is a gecline of 7 per cent.
Industrial production, as we all know,
is expected to go up by 4 per cent.
Recently between April ang October,
1980, a sample of 138 industries re-
presenting 70 per cent of the weightage
assigned to manufacture revealed an
average growth of 4.4 per cent. I
would not like to ge into details of
it. But all these facts amply demons-
trate that ‘the economy is out of the
dark tune] through which jt had to
pasg for three long years and light is
visible at the end of the dark tunnel.

In respect of inflation, T would like
to apprise the House in very precise
terms what my point of view is and
what T want to project to this House.
The inflation rate is like thig: August
and September 41 per cent, October
+0.6 per cent. In November, it goes
down to —2.2 per cent. In December
it is —0.4 per cent. In January it is
static. In February it goes up to 1.7
per cent. What is the mystery behind
this? 1 have no doubt in my mind
that the conduct of the economy in
this country is in competent hands at
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the moment. But what hag gone
wrong? There was a good harvest
#nd everyone expects—it is a simple
proposition—thay with a good harvest,
prices tend to fall. 1 would like to
remind the House that so far as the
prices sre concerned, the foodgrain
prices are the leaders, Whep prices
tend to go up, first of all foodgrain
prices go up. When prices tend to go
down, the foodgrain prices first of all
respend to the situation, Mrs, Gandhi
has been repeatedly challenging that
the politica) partieg in the opposition,
without any regard for the national
interests, have been trying to whip up
agitations to keep themselves alive and
to keep themselves in the limelight.
Many of our friends may not agree
with us on thig point. But the prezent
farmers’ agitation had done a definite
harm to the national economy. Every-
body expected the prices to fall in
January and February but due to the
farmers’ agitation, a psychology was
created that prices of foodgrains would
not be allowed to fall. They would
be kept at a higher level in spite of
other factors. So, there was a ten-
dency either to keep prices stable or to
jack them up. I wonder whether
there was some collusion between the
trading lobby and this kulak lobby
because it is in the interest of the
trading clags to keep prices high in
the market,

1 am all for remunerative prices or
incentive prices for stepping up produc-
tion of foodgrains. An impression has
been created that the farmers since
independence have been getting a raw
deal. But varioug studies conducted
reveal that it is not so. I would only
quote the following:

“While all prices received by agri-
culture rose by 5.94 per cent per
annum, those paid by agriculture

Tose by 445 per cent.. The net barter
termg of trade improved in favour
of agriculture by 1.43 per cent per
annum.”

Several studies have been made by
leading economists of this country and
not one of them hag come to the con-

on the President's W
Address

clusion what it j3 popularly made out
to be.

Some of the left parties also are
misled by false slogans and they start
agitating, They must know that what

are doing is going to serve the
interest of a very limited number of
people in rural areas. How many ef
them are surplus producers? How
many of them produce that much to
market their produce at a higher price
for which they are demanding from
the Government. The landless labo-
urers, the marginal farmers, the small
farmers all of them have to buy food-
grains at a higher price for which you
are advocating and for which you are
agitating. So, 1 would like this House
ang this Government to consider coolly
without any consideration of what the
agitaters are trying to do, whether {t
is in the interest of the economy to
pleaded for a price level for foodgraing
which is not proper for the growth of
the economy as a whole, keeping also
in view that farmerg should get re-
munerative and incentive prices.

I very much commend to this Gov-
ernment that the 20_Point Programme
should be vigorously pursued. It is
commendable as it provides sort of
Magna Carta for the rural poor to
free themselves from the feudalbonds
under which they have been labouring
for many many years. But certain
new programmes should be added to it,

1 would first suggest that there
should be curbs on monopoly
so that it may not aggravate the pre-
sent disparities and inequalities.
Secondly, T would also pleag for in-
creased outlay on development of
human resources. You must have
faith in our people. They are millions
and millions of them. But they are
not a burden for that reason. We have
the innate faith that any person who
is born with his two hands has the
capacity and ability to produce much
more than what he consumes, There-
fore, we must invest in the develop-
ment of human resources. There
should be a programme for Jirect
assault on poverty, a programme for
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direct transfey of the income to the
people below the poverty line by pro.
per emphasis ‘on the Rural Employ-
ment Programme, the Nutrition Pro-
gramme and such other programmes.

Lastly, I would jike to add one more
point. We have just now liscussed
the question of labour relations.
Hffortgs must be made to raise the pro-
ductivity levels in our country.
Ultimately, our performance would be
assessed py the ratio between cost and
benefit and the country will move for-
ward only because of the efficiency of
entire economic system. I hope the
Government will fully consider this
problem and take a decision.

I am sure that the country during
the last year has marched forward and
is ¢till on the march; there is absolu.
tely no doubt about it. Ang the
country will continue to march and
will have the benefit of the leadership
of Shrimati Indira Gandhi, the leader«
ship of the Congress tradition, the
Congress ideology, our faith in the
poor the down-trodden end the under-
privileged and we shal] be able to
rech the goal, which we have always
prémised to the people.
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SHRI SATYASADHAN CHAKRA.
BORTY (Calcutta South): Mr.
Chairman, Sir, the presidential
addres; that we are debating is ex-
pected to contain the realities that are
obtaining in our country. Tt is
generally expected (Interruptions)
that in thig presidential address the:
ruling party would place before the
country thier performance ang their
future programme, But, going through
this address, I have seen how in a
cold manner it has been presented, how
in a callous manner the issues have
been avoided, how in a calculated
manner, they are trying to misguide
the country.

The esteemed member who Wwas
moving the motion of thanks lectured
on democracy. He quoteq something
from the British Constitution to prove
that, even in England, there was the
‘Prime Ministerfal dictatorship’ and
there was also ‘authoritarianism’. I
do not know how far he has studied
the British Constitution. But the
point he has wanted to drive home is,
probably, this: in India, the Cabinet
does not exist; there is no collective
leadership; there is only one person,
the Prime Minister, and it is the Prime
Minister who counts and the
other Ministers are no better than
‘ves-men’.

1 do not know who hag written this
Address. I know it very well that the
President is not a magnificent cypher
like the Queen of England. But the
way this Addresg has been written
shows that they have not taken the
issue seriously. I do not know
whether this was written by the
Cabinet or the Prime Minister—I
know, she has no time to write it; she
has been moving from temple to
temple ang going to asstrologers and
yogis. No scientific outlook has been
demonstrated jn this Address. This is
a Government run almost by astro-
logers and fortune-tellers, powered by
the get-rich-quick type of people and
fortune-hunters o6f Congress I, Other
wise, when the country is passing
through such a crisis, how can a
serious Political Party present the
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‘House with such a document? Mr.
Chairman, Sir, what is it here? Even
from the Planning Commission docu-
‘ment, we can fathom the depth of the
-crisis thaj the country is facing today.
1s there any reflection of it in this
document. There is only one thing;
“We have got a leader and she is
taking us out of the woods”. This is
a wishful thinking. No bold state.
‘ments can substitute facts. The cold
facts are staring you in the face, You
‘may refuse to look at them but they
are there.

What is the position of our country?
Even in the year 1981, there are sky-
rocketing prices, gallopping inflation.
.All your tall talks about administra-
tive, fiscal and financial measures have
proved to be futile. I remember well,
I remember vividly, that, quring the
last Budget Session, our Finance
Minister said that there would be no
inflation in 1881. But then what are
the figures? Please allow me to quote
the figures. 1980.81 has been one of
the worst years so far as availability
and prices of the basic necessities are
concerned. Sugar was sold at Rs. 18
per kilo. Think about the prices of
pulses, oil, wheat, vegetables, kerosene
and such essential things. 1In the
middle of January, the wholesale
prices rose by 154 per cent higher
than a year before and 42 per cent
higher than what it was two years
before. Now, in this document, the
_statistics have been skilfully arranged
to present a very false picture, What
is the rate of inflation It is almost
20 per cent.

AN HON. MEMBER: Who says?
(Inferruptions).

SHR1 SATYASADHAN CHAKRA-
"BORTY: 1 say; I emphatically say,
1 am quoting all these things from
vour documents. (Interruptions),

The hon. Members sitting on the
“Treasury Benches are quoting the
rise in production. This is due to zood
‘monscon. In our country, since our
agriculture depends in the vagaries
-of monsoon, if there is drought, agri-
cultural production goes down; if there
"jg good monsoon, agricultural pro-
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duction goes up. So, no Government
can take eredit for these things.

In 1879-80, there was the worst
possible drought; in 1980-81, there was
a good monsoon, And so the food
production had gone up. But, hag it
any relationship with the price? 1In
India, we see that there is stagflation.
But, even when there is a rise in pro-
duction, there is no corresponding fall
in the price. So, when you told about
the average production going up, can
you say that there has bzen of all in
the consumer price index; There i8
no reflection opn that, Do not quote
all these figures. You go to the
market and see how the prices are
going up,

Why is it that the prices are going
up? This is precisely because of the
fact that this Government hag been
deliberately helping the inflationary
forces. First of all, iy wag the in-
crease in the money supply ever since.
Planning was started fhich led to the
deficit financing. Now it has come
to such a point that the monetary
system has become unmanageable,
You had been printing notes without
having any regard to the increase in
production. Any student of economics
knows that if there ig undue deficit
financing, that will surely lead to
inflation. Not only that. The Govern-
ment hag been deliberately increasing
the prices of steel, coal and every-
thing. You can increase that by an
executiva order, Not only that.
There is an increase in the money
supply. Black money is operating in
our couniry. A parallel economy is
running here. This black money here
is utilised not for capital formation
but for speculative purposes. 1 shall
give you one instance, Raids in
Saurashtra uneartheq oilseedg worth
Rs. 1 crove, It is only the tip of the
jceberg.  All this money is being
utilised by the speculators and by the
hoarders. They are helping this pro-
cess of inflation and, in spite of our
promises, you are not taking any slteps
against those speculators and
hoarders.

Any student of Economics knows
that if there is unbearable burden of
taxation, the brice rises. You zo on
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imposing excise duty continuously.
Don’t you remember that thig will be
passed on to the consumers? All the
producers are passing on this excise
duty to the consumers thereby the
prices increase. You are imposing indi-
rect taxes. During 1947, the indirest
tax—excise duty—was Rs. 62 crores;
in 1881, it has surpassed Rs. 6,500
crores. Do you expect that the price
would fall? Your leader may be
very powerful but she is not so power-
ful as to nullify the eocnomic laws.
The inexorable economic law operates
independent of whover is in power.
Sir, any student of economics knows
that even if there is higher production
and if there ig no purchasing power
with the people than there will be
economic glut. Keeping fifty per cent
of people below the poverty line;
robbing the people of their purchasing
power and keeping the great majority
of the village peovle landless our
internal market ig shrinking and even
if you increase production who is
going to purchase. So, what you do
is that you export. At the behest of
the Worlgy Bank you are trying to
export and the saddest part of the
story is that when in our own villages
and in our own country millions of
people are not having adequate food
you are going to export wheat to
bridge the gap of your trade deficit.
Is it pot inhuman?

Mr. Chairman, Sir, whenever the
problems come the janata is their
whipping boy and Opposition their
scape-goat. Whenever there is any
problem they say it ig the creation
of the Opposition. Wherever there is
bumper crop they say it is the bless-
ings of Her Excellency. I say whom
are you trying to hoodwink? Whom
are you trying to befool? I know 70
per cent of our people are illiterate
ang you believe in keeping them
illiterate because you think you will
be able to keep the strangle-hold for
all the time to come. You can fool
some people for some time but you
cannot foo] al] the people all the time.
When you see the peasants and
workerg fighting for their rights you
say it js the creation of the Opposi-
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tion. Could we do it we would have-
done it but in India the Opposition is
mnot so gtrong. If the peasants and-
workers are fighting for their rights:
it is because of your doing and pur-
suing of the anti-people policies.

Mr. Chairman, Sir, today why is
there crisis? It is because the ruling
Party have refused even to abide by
it own resolutions, I would like
many old Congressmen who are here
to go through the resolurtions of their
own party in respect of land reforms,
I can quote. I know most of you do
not reag the resolutions of your own
party. They are irrelevent because-
some of you have joined the Indira
bandwagon for loav:s and fishes.
Many of you are fortune hunters. That
is why Mr, Anjiah has - his airbus
ministry, People who has been kept
out of plundering try to get inside the
Cabinet to plunder. You question our-
credibility and our allegiance! May
I ask you how your party has been
formed? What is your allegiance to
your party? It is simply your self-
interest.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Chakraboity,
your party has been allowed-46 minut-
es, How much time will you take?

SHRI SATYASADHAN CHAKRA-
BORTY: I will take the whole time.
Mr. Chairman, Sir, even if we go
through the Resolutions adopted by
the Congress before Independence
these resolutions talk of radical land
reforms, Today when we talk of land
reforms you deery us as communists.
I can quote from your resolutions taht
you are firmly wedded to radical land
reforms, After coming to power, you
have not fulfilley your promises.
There are 60 million acres of surplus
land and you have not been able to
distribute them to the landless people.
You could distribute only 1.6 millicn
acres of land. Now, what about
the Agrarian Reform? What about
the land reform? Any student of”
economics knows that until and unless'
you destroy feudalism, there can be:
no advance in the industrial sector..
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Nowhere in the world this has been
achieved, Keeping feudalism in
‘tact, there can be no development on
‘the industrial side, be it socialism or
be it a capitalism. This is the law
-of economics and you are ignoring it.
Even people like Mac Arthur had
suggested @ land reform for Japan.
He was not a Communist by any
stretch of imagination. Now what is
happening here? There is a crisis.
There is no land reform here, There
are millions and millions of hungry
peasants. If you distribute the lands
in the rural areas there will be lot of
‘produstion and demand. There will
also be spurt in the industrial produc-
tion. In India you are talking of rise
in production. 50 ¢, of the installed
capacity of the factories remains unu-
tilised. Can you tell me the reason
for this? It is just because of the
fact that we have a shrinking market,
Now, the social contradictions are
sharpening and these contradictions
‘manifest themselves i all spheres of
life. Can there be any industrial pro-
gress if we do not nationalise the
foreign assets? You invite foreign
capital. When you talk of nationalisa-
tion, you laugh at it. Yes, I do not
want tg criticise all your policies. I also
give you the credit to one thing you
did. You have nationalise a factory
which employed none, which produced
nothing. You have converted the
private liability into a public liability,
You have nationalised the Maruti
company,

DR, SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY: At
the time of nationalisation’ there were
one chowkidar and two dogs.

SHRI SATYASADHAN CHAKRA-
BORTY: That is your nationalisation
policy. These monopoly houses are
increasing their assets and they are
increasing their profits. But you do
not like to nationalise them. What
are you doing in the name of increas-
ing production? Even the restrictions
‘that were imposed are now being

“withdrawn. You are completely fol-
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lowing a laissez faire economics,
Why? That is what you are doing.
You tell them to go on producing,
go on doing what they like, we will
give you subsidy and let there be
more export and that is why it is
necessary for you to attack the people
and you have been attacking them.

They talk of 1aw and order. Here, in
the report they say that there has
been in improvement in the law and
order situation. But what is the
position all over India? We find
trigger-happy  police everywhere.
The Police had been indulging in
brutal attack everywhere, In Bhagal-
pur you know what has happened.
In Samastipur one student leader was
murdered in cold-blodded and that is
your law and order policy. You have
brutalised the police {force. You
have been Kkilling people and
you have been arresting people un-
der the National Security Act. Here
in this House, the Home Minister pre-
mised that no politica] workerg would
be detaineg under the  National
Security Act. Unfortuntely what
has happened now? More than
200 political workers have bheen
arrested under the National Security
Act. You do not adhere to what you
declared on the floor of the House.
Shri Venkataraman was telling us
about equity anq parity of the ILIC
workers with other employees. When
the prices are going up, it is neces-
sary that the people who are getting
less shoulg get more. But what ere
you doing? You are curtailing the
benefits of the working class which
they could achieve through intensive
struggles of Tany years, That jg your
performance.

This Government is talking so
many things and holding out a very
rosy picture for the people. They say
that in the Sixth Plan, there will he
an investment to the tune of 97,000
crores of rupees. But may ! tell you
that, in fact, right from the year 1062
there hag been no proper planning
in India. First you draw a big plen,
then you maintain the core of the
plan, then you have 2 plan holiday,
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the rolling plan and then np plan.
Thig is what you have been doing
from 1062, In the name of planning,
what have you been doing? Every
year you have been imposing more
taxes. That is the way of capitalist
accummulation. Today, you have no
colonies; Indian capitalists cannot
make use of the colonies, they have
to rob the Indian people. That is the
way to rob the people and accummu-
late more capital. That is the situa-
tion; you have to impose more taxes
every year. And that is how, by rob-
bing the Indian people, you are try-
ing to have the 6th Five Year Plan
get going. You propose to achieve
5.2 per cent growth rate, but what

has been your performence. The
average growth rate wag 3.5 per
cent . Wherefrom are you going to

get the money? You are asking the
State Governments to raise money,
but at the same time you are going
to deprive them of the sales tax.
What a fine scheme you have! Form
where will the money come from
ultimately? It wil] only come
from the poor people, budgetary
deficit, imposing more taxes on the
people, and by imposing wage
freeze etc. And if Yor all these “socia-
list measures”,—I put this socialist
measures within inverted commas—
someone shout; you say; *“I shall
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agaln be compelleg to declare smer-
gency. Why do you compel me tg do
that?” That is how you are mov-
ing. I woulg like to tell you that
even In the United States of Ame-
rica, a capitalise country, there was
wage freeze, but along with this,
there wag also the profit freeze and
price freeze. But in India, we have
the wage freeze, but no profit or price
freeze. If there is wage freeze and
no profit or price freeze, the industria-
listy exploit the workers. While the
income of the industrialists goes up,
that of the working class goes dows.
That is what you are trying to do.

Thig rulling party has adopted &
new technique, The technique that
was adopteg by Hitler of propagat-
ing and gpreading falsehood, How
these statistics can be utilised would
be clear to you if I say one thing.
bank
which supported the Nazi .party.
Next another map came.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon. Mem-
ber may continue on the next day.

1800 hrs,

[The Lok Sabha then adjourneqd till
Eleven of the Clock on Tuesday,
February 24, 1981/Phalguna 5, 1982
(Saka)]. .



