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the exploratory work going on. I am
afraid, if the exploratory work is
not completed within a time-bound
schedule, it may so happen that the
provision of Rs. 100 crores earmark-
ed in the Sixth Five Year Plan may
not prove adequate to cover the en-
tire area under exploration in the
Mahanadi basin due to inflationary
pres:ure from cost angle and at the
last moment the work will have to be
stopped due to paucity of funds.
With the increase in the price of
crude in the international market,
the Government should not goft-pedal
the progress of oil exploration which
would ultimately be detrimental to
the valuable foreign exchange reserve
of the country. It is, therefore, urg-
ed upon the Government that special
attention should be paid to oil explo-
ration work.

It is glso urged that since the pro-
gress of oil exploration work in the
Mahanadi basin by Oil India Ltd. is
not satisfactory, the job should be
entrusted to ONGC. The Seismic
Survey conducted by an expert
team from the Soviet Union revealed
that a vast reserve of oil can be
found in both on-shore and off-shore
of Mahanadi basin which, when ex-
ploited, could serve the nation’s oil
requirement to a great extent in
future, Keeping the gravity and
urgency of the issue in view, Gov-
ernment should take immediate steps
on a war footing to resume and com-
plete the 0il exploration work in the
Mahanadi basin without further
delay.

(ii) DEVELOPMENT OF SMALL SCILE
INDUSTRTIES TN BARMER AND JAISALMER
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