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¥vin) NEED TO ACCORD DUE RECOGNITION
TO THE ACHIFVEMENTS OF InDIAN
ScIENTISTS

SHRI A. K. ROY (Dhanbud ) : i
woald like to raise the following matier
ander Rule 377,

The achievement of the Indian scien-
Rists, even having great theoretical and
nechno-ecconomic significance do not get
due poblicity and hence, national reco-
gmition, acting as great disincentives for
them. Onbne such specific case deserving
smmediate mentioniog in the House is the
discovery of the [ndian gcientists led by
Prof. S N, Sarkar of Indian School of
Mint«. Dhanbad about the oldest rock
wf the world,

While the age of the earth is estimated
9p be 4,600 miilion vyears, the oldest
vocks so far known (3,800 in years old)
have been found in  Greenland only
Recently, the scientists of Indian School
of Mines (Dhanbad, Presidency Collcge
ACalkcutta) and  Rochester University
4{New York) have found cequally old
ook, (granitic rocks called tonalites)
wn the Chumpua-Onlajari area, of Keon)-
har district in Orissa, with gn indica-
Xion that even older rocks exist in the
regaon of the age of 40,000 mlllion
years.

A teport of this study has recently
‘been published in ‘Science’, a renowned
US, Scieniific Journal creating a greal
semsation amongs the Geo-Scientists of
ths world with far-reaching wientific and
dechnoeconomic  significan=~
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It may be further noted that for
establishing the age of the oldsr meta-
morphic group granitic and tonalitic
rocks of Keonjhar, high precision
Samarium  neodymium  isolopic—duting
method was used which provided for the
first 1ime some direct evidence that parts
of the earth’s mantle i, middle layer
below the carth’s crust were differentiated
earlier than 3800 million years ago to
produce the earliest granitic crust. The
uge of the Keonjhar rock has been
estimated to he abow 4,000 million years
old and stands as the oidest gramtic
crust on the earth surface. According
to the finding, such rocks cover an yrea
of about 10,000 gq. km. and also some
part of Singhbhum dlgl+ic} of Bihar.

While much attention has been drawn
by th: INSAT 1A 10 the myveries of
the upper atmosphere, these silem  dis-
coveries ahout  the mysteries of the
mother curth should not be lost sight of
and th: Departmemt ot  Science and
Technology should examine the implca-
ons of this grcovery of the oldest rock
of the world in india and sbould come
st in the House with a stalcipend w
this eflect and congratulating the Geo-
scienti®, of the country.

{(viii) SUrPLY 08 FooDGrAINS 7O TRIPURA.

SHRI AJOY BISWAS (Tripura West):
In 1981 the 1otal allotment of ce to
Tripura was 81,000 t(onnes, but the FCi
delivered to the State Governmend only
46,428 tonocs. The Ruilways planncd 1o
place 352 rakes for carrying essential com-
modities 10 Tripura, but the Railways ulti
mately cancelieg 20 rakes last ycar rosalt
ing in serious {ood shortage in Tripura,
This year out of a total allotment of
32000 tonnes, only 21,807 tonnes
have been delivered by the FCI so far.
it would appear that  the over-
all stock position o rice  with
the FCl az well as  with the Slale
Government as on dale s alarmingly low,
and # would be difficuh o cater to the
increased demand of rice through public
distribution aysiem during the benn months
ahead. unless sdeauate quantity of riee 8
rushed by FC'1 to Tripura forthwith in con-
swonance with the estimated requirement, ps
projecied by the State Government, well



